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DANCE TOWN
Come Checkout One of Houston’s Largest Bingo Halls

7214 Airline
713-MY BINGO (692-4646)

(between Parker & Little York)

WEEKLY GAME TIMES
•Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri & Sat Nights 7:30 p.m.

•Sundays 2:30 p.m.
Doors Open 2 1/2 Hours Before Game

Starts

Come Play Bingo For Fun • Win Money
All prizes are per session (playing 2 sessions)

BINGO PRIZES

$1DOLLAR
NIGHT

MONDAY & FRIDAY

NIGHTLY

$5,000

12 Cards - $1 • 9 Cards - $1 • 2-6 Cards - $1

EVERY DAY LOW PRICES
$5 - 12 Cards
$7 - 24 Cards
$9 - 36 Cards

$10 - 60 Cards
$1 - add one
        after 60

PLAY FOR ONLY
Wed, Thur, Sat & Sun Only!

FOR LIMITED TIME! 9 card pkg. -
             3 games

$300

Make New Friends & Support These Charities:
VFW 9187, VFW 5619, K of C 8494, K of C 7901

3603 ALDINE MAIL RTE. • 281-442-8083

Choose Any 2 Carlos Dinners with

purchase of Two Soft Drinks OR

Not Valid on Friday – Coupon Expires 02/28/2018
Must present coupon before ordering

Dinner Special $13.95

MEXICAN
RESTAURANT

FAJITAS FOR 2 @ $17.95
with purchase of 2 drinks

If you are Hungry for Mexican Food
Come to the Best

✃

Happy Hour
Monday through Thursday

LUNCH SPECIAL
ENCHILADA PLATE $5.99

MONDAY-FRIDAY 11:00 AM TO 3:00 PM

MONDAYS & TUESDAYS
KIDS EAT FREE WITH PUR-

CHASE OF ADULT CARLOS DINNERS

¡Ya esta
aquí,
el mejor
premio
para su
buen
gusto!

BAKERY

★

LAUDER RD.

ALDINE MAIL RT.
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Pan Riko

[

Pan Riko

Wednesday
4 Bolillos for $1281-442-1991

5216 Aldine Mail Rte.

Mia eats a cookie

Sheriff's Safety
Forum, Feb. 13
   Please join Captain K.
Melancon and his staff for
the HCSO District II
Sheriff's Safety Forum. This
forum presents an oppor-
tunity to meet and
develop relationships with
local Law Enforcement
Officials in a question and
answer discussion on local
crime issues.
   Tuesday, February 13,
2018, 7 P.M. - 8 P.M. at
East Aldine Management
District, 5333 Aldine Mail
Route, Houston, TX.
77039. EVERYONE IS
WELCOME.

Lady Falcons
earn 6A
basketball
playoff spot
The Davis High Lady
Falcons basketball team
will face Klein Oak in the
first round of the Class 6A
girls’ state basketball
playoffs. The Lady Falcons,
under the direction of
head coach Monique
Everett, and Klein Oak will
meet on Tuesday, Feb. 13
at Klein Cain High School.
Tip off is at 7 p.m. Tickets
are $2 for students and $3
for adults.

Hawthorne
Civic Club
Meeting
   The Club is looking for
volunteers to step up and
help move forward in
2018 and beyond.
If you are interested in
helping, please let them
know.
   NEXT MEETING –
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13TH
For more information,
please contact Paula
Parshall at
pparshall@independentplastic.com

www.aldinedistrict.org

713-595-1226
Veronica Sanches,

Director of Services
VSanches@haweshill.com

713-595-1232
Richard Cantu,

Deputy Executive Director
5333 Aldine Mail Rt.
Houston, TX. 77039

911-Emergencies

713-221-6000-Dispatch

Aldine Storefront-281-449-6600
5202 Aldine Mail Rt.
Houston, TX. 77039

Capt. Ken Melancon - District II

Texas Central picks high-speed rail
train station site at Northwest Mall

Aldine FFA art
show winners

WASHINGTON, DC –
February 9, 2018 – Repre-
sentatives Gene Green
(TX-29), Eddie Bernice
Johnson (TX-30), Sheila
Jackson Lee (TX-18), Hen-
ry Cuellar (TX-28), Al
Green (TX-9), Filemon
Vela (TX-34), and Vicente
Gonzalez (TX-15) issued
the following statement re-
garding their support of
the continuing resolution
that contains a bipartisan
budget agreement, funds
the government through
March 23 and provides re-
lief for Hurricane Harvey
victims:

Congress votes to
keep government
offices open

 “Communities in our
districts and along the
Texas Gulf Coast have
waited for more than five
months for Congress to
pass a comprehensive re-
lief bill aimed at funding
recovery efforts in the af-
termath of Hurricane Har-
vey. Today’s legislation
will deliver $89 billion in
hurricane relief for Texas
and other states impacted
by last year’s major disas-
ters, allowing our commu-
n i t i e s  t o  c o n t i n u e

See Keep Government
Open, Page 8

Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee

Congressman Gene
Green

Houston Bullet Train Station Rendering. The High Speed Rail from Dallas to Houston is planned to
cut travel time to 90 minutes, and cost less than airplane fare.

HOUSTON [Feb.  5 ,
2018]  –  Highl ight ing
Houston’s history as a ma-
jor railway hub, Mayor
Sylvester Turner and de-
velopers of the Texas Bul-
let Train have announced
the preferred site of the
new passenger station, at
the Northwest Mall near
the interchange of Inter-
state 610 and US 290.

They said the terminal
will be ideally located in a
high-growth area, with
easy access to employment
centers, including the Gal-
leria, the Energy Corridor
and downtown. The sta-
tion not only will be a cat-
alyst for economic growth

See Bullet Train, More
on pages 3 & 6

The 59th Annual FFA
Sale of Champions on Feb-
ruary 2nd included awards
to six artists. The grand
champion artwork was
produced by Autumn Tay-
lor of Nimitz and was pur-
chased by the Curriculum
and Instruction Group,
with Dr. Sara Ptomey, and
Dr. Michaelann Kelley for
$3,750.

T h e  r e s e r v e  g r a n d
champion artwork was
produced by Beatriz Ca-
brera of MacArthur and
purchased by TCCA for
$4,500.

Other winners included
3rd Place Isabel Rivas,
Nimitz, purchased by the
Superintendents Group for
$2000; 4th Place Janet
Gonzalez, MacArthur pur-
chased by MacArthur Ver-
tical for $3500; 5th Place
Angel Salgado, Davis 9th
Grade, purchased by First
Construction for $$3250;
and 6th Place Michell Mal-
donado of Carver, pur-
chased by TCCA for $3500.

The money earned by
FFA students can be used
for college scholarships or
to fund projects for the
2019 Livestock Show.
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BULLET TRAIN FOR
NORTH HOUSTON

TexasCentral is on track to bring High Speed
Rail from Houston to Dallas

Serving the Neighborhoods of Aldine, Greenspoint, US59 Eastex, Beltway 8 and North Forest for over 41 Years
VOL. 42, NO. 07     TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2018         HOUSTON, TEXAS     www.nenewsroom.com

Grand Champion Art Winner Autumn Taylor,
entitled Round Up.

Reserve Champion Art Winner Beatriz Cabrera,
entitled Stars and Spines.
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CITIZENSHIP
CLASSES 2018
•SATURDAY FEB. 3 TO
MARCH 17
ST. CHARLES BOR-
ROMEO
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
(EVERY SATURDAY – 8
WEEKS)
501 TIDWELLL RD.
HOUSTON, TX  77022

•SATURDAY FEBRUARY
3RD.  TO MARCH 31ST
EAST ALDINE DISTRICT
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
(EVERY SATURDAY – 8
WEEKS)
5333 ALDINE MAIL
ROUTE RD.  HOUSTON,
TX 77039

•SATURDAY FEBRUARY
3 TO MAR 24
ST. LEO CATHOLIC
CHURCH
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
(EVERY SATURDAY – 8
WEEKS)
2131 LAUDER ROAD,
HOUSTON, TX 77039.

•THURSDAY APRIL 5 TO
MAY 24
LONE STAR COLLEGE
GREENSPOINT CENTER
5:30 PM – 7:30 PM
(EVERY THURSDAY – 8
WEEKS)
250 N. SAM HOUSTON
PKWY E,  HOUSTON, TX
77060
FOR ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION, PLEASE
CALL BONDING
AGAINST ADVERSITY
INC. 281-799-9076 &
713-471-5832.

CITIZENSHIP
WORKSHOPS
•HOSANNA LUTHERAN
CHURCH
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 17,
2018
REGISTRATION STARTS AT
9:00 AM
16526 ELLA BLVD, HOUS-
TON, TX 77090
•HAMBRICK MIDDLE
SCHOOL
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 24,
2018
REGISTRATION STARTS AT
9:00 AM
4600 ALDINE MAIL ROUTE
RD. HOUSTON, TX 77039
•ST. CHARLES BORROMEO
CATHOLIC CHURCH
SATURDAY MARCH 24,
2018
REGISTRATION STARTS AT
9:00 AM
501 TIDWELL RD.  HOUS-
TON, TX 77022.
•LONE STAR COLLEGE
GREENSPOINT CENTER
THURSDAY MARCH 29,
2018
REGISTRATION STARTS AT
4:00 PM
250 N SAM HOUSTON
PARKWAY E, HOUSTON, TX
77060
(PRE-REGISTRATION
REQUIRED  - (281) 799-
9076)
FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL BONDING
AGAINST ADVERSITY INC.
281-799-9076 & 713-471-
5832.

Architectural Services

HOFFMAN-LIU DESIGN
ASSOCIATES

TYPES OF SERVICES:
Architectural
Interiors
Graphic Design
Landscape
Planning
Feasibility & Program

RECENT PROJECTS:
Highlands Bank
Fleming Residence
Texas Dept. of Health Labs
Texas A & M--Kingsville
Rydin & Rivera Residences
East Aldine District Offices
SWBR Computer Center

Call for a free consultation
GILBERT HOFFMAN, Architect Emeritus

Offices in ALDINE & HOUSTON

281-328-9605 or 713-977-2556

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

S C H O O L    N E W S

F e b  4 ,  2 0 1 8 – H I S D
Board of Education Presi-
dent Trustee Rhonda Skill-
e r n - J o n e s ,  T r u s t e e
Jolanda Jones, and Trust-
ee Wanda Adams are host-
ing a series of community
meetings at schools cur-
rently in “improvement re-
quired” status, or IR, as
designated by the Texas
Education Agency.

Ten HISD campuses
have struggled academi-
cally for four or more years
and must meet all state
standards this year. HISD
is recommending changes
at these 10 schools as well
as at four additional low-
performing campuses.
State law says if any school
currently in IR for the
fourth year or more does
not meet state standards
this year, the state will
close it, appoint a Board of
Managers to run the school
district, or order alternate

The Aldine community
once again came through
in grand fashion and re-
warded Aldine ISD FFA
(Future Farmers of Amer-
ica) students and AISD art
students for their hard
work during the 59th an-
nual Livestock Show and
Country Fair, held Jan. 29-
Feb. 2 at the M.O. Camp-
bell Educational Center.
The 2018 Sale of Champi-
ons, art auction and re-
sales brought in $224,007.

Nick Cain of Eisenhow-
er High School raised the
grand champion steer.
First Construction Group
purchased it for $20,000.
The reserve grand champi-
on steer was raised by
Lemia  R i chardson  o f
Eisenhower High School
and was purchased by the
Operations Group for
$8,000.

The grand champion pig
was raised by Ravone
Gooden of Davis High
School and was purchased
by the Operations Group
for $8,000. The reserve
grand champion pig was
raised by Briana Faulk of
Davis High School and was
purchased by the Texas
Teachers Group for $4,500.

Eisenhower High School student Nick Cain poses with his grand champion
steer. Cain took top honors in the steer division during the 59th annual
Livestock Show and Country Fair held Jan. 29-Feb. 2 at the M.O. Campbell
Educational Center.

Aldine FFA students, art students
earn $224,007 at annual Livestock Show

The grand champion
goat was raised by Alondra
Lara of Davis High School
and was purchased by the
Superintendent’s Group
for $7,000. The reserve
grand champion goat was
raised by Ja’Dyn Fontene-
aux of Eisenhower High
School and was purchased

by Caldwell Companies for
$4,250.

The grand champion
lamb was raised by Kyera
White of Nimitz High
School and was purchased
by the Aldine Optimist
Club for $7,500. The re-
serve grand champion
lamb was raised by Shel-

by Clark of Nimitz High
School and was purchased
by the Nimitz Vertical
Group for $6,000.

The grand champion
turkey was raised by
Lemia  R i chardson  o f
Eisenhower High School
and was purchased by Bea-
sley Tires for $4,000. The

reserve grand champion
turkey was raised by
Fernando Gonzales of
Davis High School and was
purchased by the Aldine
Buyer’s Group for $3,000.

The grand champion
broilers were raised by
Nick Cain of Eisenhower
High School and were pur-
chased by the Aldine Buy-
er’s Group for $4,000. The
reserve grand champion
broilers were raised by Es-
teban Rodriguez of Eisen-
hower High School and
were purchased by the
E i s e n h o w e r  V e r t i c a l
Group for $2,000.

The scholarship cake
was produced by the Aldi-
ne FFA and was purchased
by the Aldine Vertical
Group for $1,400.

The grand champion
artwork was produced by
Autumn Taylor and was
purchased by the C&I
Group for $3,750. The re-
serve grand champion art-
work was produced by
Beatriz Cabrera and was
purchased by TCCA for
$4,500.

The money earned by
FFA students can be used
for college scholarships or
to fund projects for the
2019 Livestock Show.

Houston ISD hosting community meetings
on Improvement Required campuses

management for these
campuses.

Senate Bill 1882 pro-
vides options that could
prevent these sanctions:
forming an outside part-
nership or closing and re-
starting a campus.

The current recommen-
dation is for eight schools
to be managed by outside
organizations such as a
nonprofit or an institution
of higher education. They
are Dogan and Mading el-
ementary schools, Henry
Middle School, and Kash-
mere, Madison, North For-
e s t ,  W h e a t l e y  a n d
Worthing high schools.
The remaining six– Black-
shear, Highland Heights,
Hilliard and Wesley ele-
mentary schools, Cullen
Middle School and Wood-
son PK-8 – would be closed
and reopened to serve lim-
ited grades.

HISD trustees  and

administrators_will dis-
cuss the recommendations
during this series of com-
munity meetings on cam-
p u s e s  t h a t  c o u l d
potentially be affected.

All meetings will begin
at 6 p.m.

•Wednesday, Feb. 14
Cullen Middle School
6900 Scott St.
•Thursday, Feb. 15
Highland Heights Ele-

mentary School
865 Paul Quinn St.
•Tuesday, Feb. 20
Madison High School
13719 White Heather

Dr.
•Wednesday, Feb. 21
Mading Elementary

School
8511 Crestmont St.
•Tuesday, Feb. 27
Wesley Elementary

School
800 Dillard St.
•Tuesday, Feb. 27
Blackshear Elementary

School

2900 Holman Ave.
•Wednesday, Feb. 28
Kashmere Gardens El-

ementary School
4901 Lockwood Dr.
•Thursday, March. 1
D o g a n  E l e m e n t a r y

School
4202 Liberty Rd.
•Tuesday, March 6
Nor th  Fores t  High

School
10725 Mesa Dr.
•Tuesday, March 20
Henry Middle School
10702 E Hardy Rd.
•Wednesday, March 21
Hilliard Elementary

School
10719 Seneca St.
•Wednesday, March 21
Worthing High School
9215 Scott St.
*Both Worthing High

School and Woodson PK-8
will be discussed at this
meeting

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield

www.nenewsroom.com

Your neighborhood groomer
at an affordable price!

Furrytails Dog Grooming
407 NOONDAY LANE, HOUSTON TX 77060

281-445-9780
www.furrytdg.com

Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sat 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

Services Available: • Flea & Tick Dips • Full Bath &
Blow Dry • Nail Trims • Hair Style per Your

Instructions • Teeth Brushing • Dog Accessories •

Aldine Bender

Aldine Mail

Noonday

Lillja

➢

Commercial
Printing

We specialize in
4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers
We print newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555

A division of Northeast News

Take Pride in our
Community, Keep it Clean

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks ***Sorry No Passes             CLOSED CAPTION

**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6pm. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 • Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 pm

General Admission $7.50 • 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted  BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 • Theater 281-874-1141 • www.pccmovies.com

* THE 15:17 TO PARIS (PG-13)
12:15pm, 2:35pm, 5:15pm, 7:35pm,
10:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
* FIFTY SHADES FREED (R)  12:10pm,
2:30pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm, 10:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
* LA BODA DE VALENTINA (R)
12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
* PETER RABBIT (PG)  12:30pm,
2:45pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm, 9:45pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
* PETER RABBIT (PG)  12:00pm,
2:15pm, 4:30pm, 7:00pm, 9:15pm
SPA-Spanish Subtitles;Stadium
Seating;CC-Closed Caption
WINCHESTER (PG-13)  12:25pm,
2:45pm, 5:15pm, 7:40pm, 10:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
MAZE RUNNER: The Death Cure (PG-
13)  12:00pm, 3:05pm, 6:10pm, 9:15pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
12 STRONG (R)
12:25pm, 3:25pm, 6:25pm, 9:25pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption

DEN OF THIEVES (R)
12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
CONDORITO: The Movie (Condorito:
La película) (PG)  12:10pm, 2:50pm,
5:15pm, 7:35pm, 10:00pm
PADDINGTON 2 (PG)
1:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
INSIDIOUS: The Last Key (PG-13)
7:30pm, 10:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
PITCH PERFECT 3 (PG-13)
5:30pm, 7:45pm, 10:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
JUMANJI: Welcome to the Jungle (PG-
13)  12:45pm, 3:45pm, 6:45pm, 9:45pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
FERDINAND (PG)  12:00pm, 5:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
* FERDINAND 3D (PG)
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
* I, TONYA (R)
12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
COCO (PG)  12:20pm, 3:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption

FRIDAY–THURSDAY 2/9-2/14

Opens THURSDAY, February 15
BLACK PANTHER 2D (R) 7:00 10:00
BLACK PANTHER 3D (R) 7:00 10:00
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HOUSTON (February 7,
2018) – The award-win-
ning production of “Hand
to God” will return to the
stage at Lone Star College-
North Harris for a limited
run this month. This pro-
duction was recently se-
lected as one of four
productions to perform at
the 2018 Kennedy Center
American College Theatre
Regional Festival in San
Angelo, Texas, Feb. 27
through March 4. The win-
ner of the regional festival
will advance to the nation-
al festival held at the John
F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts in Wash-
ington, D.C.

The Kennedy Center
American College Theatre
Regional Festival honors
excellence of overall pro-
duction and offers student
artists’ individual recogni-
tion through awards and
scholarships in playwrit-
ing, acting, criticism, di-
recting and design.

According to Cash Car-
penter, artistic director for
LSC-North Harris Theatre
Department, “This is quite
an honor for our theatre
department. If we advance,
we will be the first theatre
program in the history of
Lone Star College to re-
ceive this national recogni-
tion.”

Broadwayworld.com/
Houston also recognized
“Hand to God” with sever-
al awards including the
Irene Ryan Acting Award,
given to Nick Vitela for his
role as Jason/Tyrone; Jose
Moreno for his role as Tim-
othy; and Tatyana Ramirez
for her role as Jessica; the
Ensemble Acting Award;
Excellence in Directing
Award, given to Cash Car-
penter; and Excellence in
Scenic Design Award giv-
en to Cash Carpenter and
Brandi Hargrove.

Houston  po l i ce  are
awaiting autopsy results
in the death of a woman
found at 8000 West Tid-
well about 5:10 p.m. on Fri-
day, February 2.

The victim, Danielle
Chaney,  20,  was pro-
nounced dead at an area
hospital.

HPD Homicide Division
Sergeant M. Burrow and

U.S. Air Force Reserve
Airman 1st Class Robert
Rodriguez graduated from
basic military training at
Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland, San Antonio,
Texas.

The airman completed
an intensive, eight-week
program that included
training in military disci-
pline and studies, Air
Force core values, physical
fitness, and basic warfare
principles and skills.

Airmen who complete
basic training also earn

Award-winning production "Hand to
God" returns for limited engagement
at Lone Star College-North Harris

Tickets are currently on
sale for three additional,
evening performances of
“Hand to God.” The
evening performances are
scheduled on Feb. 15, 16
and 17 at 7:30 p.m. in the
LSC-North Harris Per-
forming Arts Theatre, 2700
W.W. Thorne Drive, Hous-
ton, TX 77073. Tickets cost
$10 for faculty, staff, stu-
dents and senior citizens
and $15 for general admis-
sion and can be purchased
online at LoneStar.edu/
drama-dept-nharris or by
calling 281.765.7963. Res-
ervations are recommend-
ed.

This dark comedy is in-
tended for mature audienc-
es only due to its adult
context, language and
themes.

In “Hand to God” by
Robert Asloms and direct-
ed by Carpenter, meek Ja-
son, after the death of his
father, finds an outlet for
his anxiety at the Chris-
tian Puppet Ministry, in
the devoutly religious, rel-
atively quiet small town of
Cypress, Texas. Jason’s
complicated relationships

with the town pastor, the
school bully, the girl next
door, and—most especial-
ly—his mother are thrown
into upheaval when Jas-
on’s puppet, Tyrone, takes
on a shocking and danger-
ously irreverent personal-
ity all its own. This dark
comedy explores the star-
tlingly fragile nature of
faith, morality, and the ties
that bind us.

Carpenter graduated
from University of New
Orleans with a MFA in Di-
recting. He has been the
artistic director at Lone
Star College-North Harris
for fifteen years, and has
been honored three times
by the Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts in
Washington D.C. for play-
writing, directing, and
technical design. He has
been performing magic
since he was six years old
and has been a member of
the Society of American
Magicians.

Visit LoneStar.edu/arts-
nharris for more informa-
tion and a complete listing
of the college’s upcoming
fine arts events.

The award-winning production of “Hand to God”
will return to the stage at Lone Star College-North
Harris for a limited run Feb. 15-17.

In Service to
Our Country

Airman Robert Rodriguez
completes military training

four credits toward an as-
sociate in applied science
degree through the Com-
munity College of the Air
Force.

Rodriguez is the son of
Robbie Cuellar, brother of
G e o r g e  R o d r i g u e z ,
Stephanie Cuellar and
Daniel Vasquez, grandson
of Yolanda Cuellar, and
nephew of Domingo Cuel-
lar, all of Houston, Texas.

He is a 2015 graduate of
Aldine High School, Hous-
ton, Texas.

U.S. Air Force Reserve
Airman 1st Class Robert
Rodriguez graduated from
basic military training.

Houston Police investigate death of
woman found on West Tidwell

Officer M. Barrow report-
ed:

Ms. Chaney was found
by her boyfriend lying on
her bed inside her apart-
ment at the above address.
She had sustained a gun-
shot wound to the head.
The boyfriend stated he
brought Chaney outside to
render aid before para-

medics arrived and trans-
ported her to the hospital.

No charges have been
filed and the investigation
is continuing.

Anyone with informa-
tion in this case is urged to
contact the HPD Homicide
Division at 713-308-3600
or Crime Stoppers at 713-
222-TIPS.

but it also will offer a con-
venient, efficient and di-
r e c t  n e t w o r k  f o r
passengers to and from lo-
cal transit systems.

The selection comes
about a month after feder-
al regulators released an
environmental analysis
that said the 200-mph,
Houston-to-North Texas
train would alleviate the
strain on the state’s exist-
ing infrastructure and is
needed to accommodate
growing demands.

“Houston continues to
grow. Growing the smart
way includes providing a
wider choice of transporta-
tion options beyond more
private vehicles and more
roads. The Texas Bullet
Train fits the transporta-
tion paradigm shift I have
called for. And now with a
preferred location for the
Houston station, we are
one big step closer to
boarding for an exciting
trip to the Brazos Valley
and on to Dallas,” Mayor
Sylvester Turner said.

Texas Central, the high-

speed train developers, re-
leased maps and conceptu-
al  render ings  –  f inal
designs are pending – that
show a multi-level station
on a 45-acre site. It will
link seamlessly with other
forms of transportation, in-
cluding proposed traveler-
friendly connections with
the greater Houston re-
gion.

Houston business exec-
utive Drayton McLane Jr.,
chairman of the board of
directors for Texas Cen-
tral, said the company is
looking forward to working
with the city and the re-
gion on an innovative
project that will help the
economy, generate more
local revenue and provide
new job opportunities.

“As our state grows,
we’re moving further apart
as a result of travel time
and increasing congestion.
The Texas Bullet Train
answers that. This will
bring us closer together
and fuel a super economy
that rivals any in the
world,” McLane said.

“This is a new model for
infrastructure improve-
ments - it’s transforma-
tional. Everyone along the
route will benefit. The en-
tire state, and especially
all the counties and com-
munities along the route,
will see gains. That in-
cludes getting more in tax
revenue from the train and
from ticket sales and more
local jobs and business for
those helping to build the
project,” McLane said.

Jack Matthews, presi-
dent of Matthews South-
west, will be developing
the station project. “We
look forward to helping
create a new community
that will also bring a trans-
portation asset to all Hous-
tonians,” Matthews said.
“We are excited to work in
an area with so much po-
tential for vibrancy, in-
cluding transit-oriented
development.”

The Federal Railroad
Administration’s (FRA) re-
cently released Draft En-
v i r o n m e n t a l  I m p a c t
Statement (DEIS) outlined
three station options in
northwest Houston. Stud-
ies show the center of

Bullet Train,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Continued Reading
Bullet Train-PART II,

Page 6
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AUSTIN — House
Speaker Joe Straus on
Jan. 31 said a new state
audit raises questions
about the management
of the state Health and
Human Services Com-
mission and illustrates
the need for legislative
hearings.

A report released last
week by the State Audi-
tor’s Office found that
HHSC allowed Superior
Health Plan Inc. to re-
port  approximately
$29.6 million in bonus
and incentive payments
paid to affiliates’ em-
ployees, even though
those payments were
not allowed under the
state’s contract with Su-
perior. The state agen-
c y  a l s o  a p p r o v e d
Superior’s request to re-
port affiliate profits as
costs without following
the approval process
contained in the state’s
contract with Superior.

“This audit highlights
serious weaknesses in
HHSC’s oversight of its
own contracts. Taxpay-
ers have a right to ex-
p e c t  t h a t  t h e
Commission will hold
providers to contract re-
quirements. Unfortu-
nately, this isn’t the first
example of HHSC fail-
ing to properly enforce
requirements in taxpay-
er-funded contracts.
This audit shows that
there is a lot of room for
improvement at HHSC,”
Straus said.

Some $80 billion of
the state’s $217 billion
budget for the 2018-
2019 fiscal biennium is
funding the Health and
Human Services Com-
mission and the agen-
cies it oversees.

Revenue total
increases

Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on Feb. 2
announced that state
sales tax revenue to-
taled $2.67 billion in
January, an amount 9.1
percent more than the
total recorded for Janu-
ary 2017.

Sales tax revenue is
the largest source of
funding for the state
budget, accounting for
58 percent of all tax col-
lections. Growth in sales
tax revenue occurred
across all major econom-
ic sectors in January,
led by collections from
the mining, construction
and wholesale trade sec-
tors.

Manufacturing, retail
trade and restaurant
sectors also saw strong
gains. Hegar reported
total sales tax revenue
for the three months
ending in January was

Straus: Audit reveals need for
stronger oversight at state agency

up 10.8 percent com-
pared to the same peri-
od in 2017.

Revenue from other
major taxes on motor
vehicle sales and rent-
als, motor fuels and oil
and natural gas produc-
tion also rose in Janu-
ary. Notably, oil and
natural gas production
taxes, which totaled an
estimated $407 million
for the month, were up
63.9 percent from Janu-
ary 2017.

Get ready to vote,
Texans

Feb. 5 was the voter
registration deadline.

On Jan. 31, Secretary
of State Rolando Pablos
reminded Texans to be
ready to cast their vote
in the March 6 Primary
Election.

Pablos encouraged el-
igible voters to ensure
that they (1) are regis-
tered to vote in their
county of residence; (2)
are aware of what they
need to bring to the polls
in order to cast a ballot;
and (3) contact their
county elections office to
(a) become familiar with
their ballot; (b) locate
their appropriate poll-
ing location; and (c) plan
their trip to the polls.

“I commend all Tex-
ans who take responsi-
bility for their civic duty
by exercising their right
to vote,” Pablos said,
adding: “Most impor-
tantly, I encourage all
Texans to work togeth-
er to ensure that our
youngest generation is
instilled with a tradition
of voting and encour-
aged to make their voic-
es heard at the ballot
box."

Paxton hails court
ruling

Texas Attorney Gen-
eral Ken Paxton praised
a  L u b b o c k  f e d e r a l
court’s Feb. 1 ruling in
his lawsuit seeking re-
lief from obeying 2012
guidelines issued under
President Obama by the
Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission.

The guidelines limit
the ability of employers,
including the state and
its agencies, from cate-
gorically excluding con-
v i c t e d  f e l o n s  f r o m
certain employment po-
sitions.

In part of his multi-
pronged order, Senior
U.S. District Judge Sam
R. Cummings ruled in
partial agreement with
the state’s position, say-
ing, “There are certain-
ly many categories of
employment for which
specific criminal history
profiles of applicants
would be a poor fit and
pose far too great a risk
to the state of Texas and
its citizens.”

However, Cummings
added that “a categori-
cal denial of employ-
ment opportunities to
all job applicants con-
victed of a prior felony
paints too broad a brush
and denies meaningful
opportunities of employ-
ment to many who could
benefit greatly from
such employment in cer-
tain positions.”

Cummings ordered
the EEOC to promul-
gate an enforceable,
substantive rule.

Abbott comments
on arrests

Gov. Greg Abbott re-
leased a statement fol-
l o w i n g  t h e
announcement by the
Texas Department of
Public Safety that the
Texas Rangers on Feb.
1 had arrested four sus-
pects on charges of mis-
conduct at the Texas
Juvenile Justice Depart-
ment.

“Misconduct on the
part of employees en-
trusted with the respon-
sibility of protecting our
youth will not be toler-
ated,” Abbott said.

The arrests come af-
ter Abbott directed the
Texas Rangers to inves-
tigate reports of sexual
misconduct and inap-
propriate relationships
at state youth detention
facilities.

(StatePoint) As
classrooms are getting
modern makeovers
across the country,
here are five ways new
digital technology is
helping students to
better absorb the
curriculum.

1. Tablets. Tablets
in the classroom give
students instant and
portable access to
research and resources,
as well as educational
games and videos -- all
right at their finger-
tips. These devices can
be used as collabora-
tive tools, and can also
accommodate all
different types of
learners, helping
teachers address the
needs of all their
students.

2. Keyboards.
Musicians who are just
getting started can get
an educational boost
with new tech tools,
such as Casio’s LK-265
keyboards, which are
outfitted with a Voice
Fingering Guide and
Step-up Lesson Sys-
tem. These features
enable students to
learn built-in songs,
phase-by-phase, at
their own pace. Addi-
tionally, the LCD
display facilitates
learning of both music
notation and correct
hand positioning, while
its Scoring System
evaluates performance,
so users can track their
progress. Another asset
for students is the free
compatible Chordana
Play app, which auto-
matically plays 50
songs, from pop to
classical and more, and
is expandable through
MIDI files that can be
downloaded from the
internet.

3. Virtual reality.
Now students can go
all over the world
without a permission
slip. Virtual field trips
in classrooms using
smartphone-based

5 Ways digital
technology is helping
students learn

PHOTO SOURCE: (c) WavebreakmediaMicro/
stock.Adobe.com

Virtual Reality (VR)
technology can expose
students to places they
wouldn’t be able to see
otherwise. Also, using
VR in an educational
setting can help stu-
dents develop an
understanding of the
technology, which may
be helpful down the
line, as more industries
adopt it for business
applications.

4. Calculators.
Updated digital tech-
nology integrated into
calculators enables
students to learn math
in a whole new way.
For example, Casio’s
addition to its PRIZM
line, the fx-CG50,
offers an improved
catalog function so that
teachers can use
commands more easily
and quickly, offering
support to students.
Expanded features
include the ability to
easily draw 3D graphs
such as planes, cylin-
ders and spheres, and
view them from various
angles to better ana-
lyze their shapes.
These features help
ensure students are
getting the most out of
the educational tools in
the classroom while
enhancing their under-
standing of mathemat-
ics.

5. Projectors. These
days, new projector
models are giving
educators a greater
ability to project
images, video and
lessons wirelessly from
their mobile devices
and laptops. For
example, Casio’s Core
Series LampFree
Projector, which
features a mercury-free
laser and LED hybrid
light, minimizes
classroom downtime by
reaching maximum
brightness in as fast as
five seconds. This
technology can enhance
lessons by enabling
collaborative learning
and communication.

Hot tips to
help you
avoid home
heating fires

(NAPSI)—Heating
equipment is the
second-leading cause of
home fires in the
United States. More
than 65,000 home fires
are attributed to
heating equipment
each year.

Following these Dos
and Don’ts, however,
can help protect your
home and family:

Do have a qualified
service professional
install stationary space
heating equipment,
water heaters or
central heating equip-
ment according to code
and manufacturer’s
instructions and then
have the system
inspected annually.

Don’t use your stove
to heat your home or
dry your clothes.

Do install and
maintain smoke and
carbon monoxide
alarms and test them
monthly.

Don’t plug a space
heater into an exten-
sion cord.

Do plug it directly
into an electric outlet.

Don’t leave any
heating appliance
unattended.

Do turn heaters off
when you leave the
room or go to sleep.

Don’t use a space
heater or any appliance
with a damaged cord.

Do place any heater
at least three feet away
from anything flamma-
ble.

Don’t use old, worn
heating pads or electric
blankets with frayed
cords. These cause
almost 500 fires a year,
almost all of them
involving electric
blankets that are more
than 10 years old.

Do place heaters on
level, flat surfaces on
the floor, not on tables,
shelves or chairs.

Don’t use both a
heating pad—placed
directly on the mat-
tress—and an electric
blanket at the same
time.

Do keep heating
pads and electric
blankets uncovered
when in use. When
covered by anything,
including other blan-
kets or pets, electric
blankets may overheat.

Don’t fold electric
blankets when in use.
Folded or tucked-in
blankets could over-
heat and cause a fire.

Do keep a three-foot
“kid-free zone” around
open fires and space
heaters.

Don’t use the wrong
kind of fuel for fuel-
burning space heaters.

Do make sure the
fireplace has a sturdy
screen to stop sparks
from flying into the
room.

Don’t be in too much
of a hurry to shovel out
the ashes. Let them
cool before putting
them in a metal con-
tainer. Keep the
container a safe dis-
tance away from your
home.

Learn More
For further facts and

tips on safety, from the
experts at Electrical
Safety Foundation
International, the
premier nonprofit
organization dedicated
exclusively to promot-
ing electrical safety at
home and in the
workplace, visit
www.esfi.org.

Toss it
into the can.
It’s a neat

idea
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SEMI-RETIRED
Handyman will do
carpentry, painting,
roof repairs, mobile
homes, pressure
washing. Lifetime
Houstonian.
713-754-0923. Don.
         16-tfn

DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS
CDL-A: OWNER
OPS + Brokers!
*Local Work~ Home
Daily* Benefits!
Minimum 1yr exp.
Pneumatic Tanker &
End Dumps.
Catherine: 844-283-
4987 x2107

                 3-4

Classifieds Ads
713-266-3444

www.nenewsroom.com

DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS:
SGT 2000 Motor
Freight Inc.
Company Earn Up To
$.45 p/mile
O/O Earn Up To
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E
Sign On Bonus
$5000*
Company – Owner
Operators
713-674-2076

                 3-4

DRIVERS,
Class-A CDL: In-
creased Pay & New
Trucks!!! Dedicated
Routes! No CDL? No
Problem! Call Swift
Today! 855-292-
2945.

                  6-4

www.facebook.com/
NENewsroom

Houston’s population base is growing
north and west of the Central Busi-
ness District.

Texas Central said the mall site is
preferred because of minimal envi-
ronmental and community effects.
And it allows the high-speed train
largely to follow existing rights of
way, while providing passengers with
easy, efficient roadway access and
connectivity with METRO’s North-
west Transit Center and other op-
tions.

In mid-December, the FRA identi-
fied a single, preferred route for the
train that does not extend into the
downtown core. Doing so potentially
would create significant effects on the
community and property, including
unfavorable impacts from construc-
tion, higher costs and extended build-
ing schedules.

Bullet Train-
PART II,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Revitalizing the mall site,
spurring new growth

Texas Central, an investor-owned
project, is not taking federal or state
grants for construction or operations.
It has reached an agreement with
owners of the mall property, which
will be repurposed as a train and
transit hub, creating a robust mar-
ket for new shops, restaurants, en-
tertainment, hotels, condominiums
and other development.

The Texas Bullet Train will con-
nect the state’s two largest cities –
and half of the state’s population ¬–
in 90 minutes in a safe, reliable and
efficient manner.

Federal regulators, in their envi-
ronmental report, cited the Houston
station’s many economic benefits, in-
cluding an increase in property val-
ues within a half-mile of the terminal
as a result of the train project. That’s
in addition to new and related tran-
sit-oriented development in the area.

The FRA report says the train’s
preferred route mostly runs along
transmission lines in a utility corri-
dor between North Texas and Hous-
ton, with a midway stop in the Brazos

Valley to serve Huntsville, Bryan-
College Station, Texas A&M Univer-
sity and others.

The report provides additional
guidance as the project moves into its
pre-construction phase, minimizing
impacts on the environment and com-
munities along the 240-mile path.

The project will create 10,000 jobs
during each year of construction and
about 1,500 full-time jobs when op-
erations start.

Station design, local road
improvements

According to the federal report, the
Houston station’s concourses will con-
sist of public areas, restaurants, bars,
seating areas, concessions and news-
stands, along with pedestrian connec-
tions to an adjacent parking facility.

Improvements also are planned for
Post Oak Road at Hempstead Road,
Post Oak Road at Old Katy Road and
West 18th Street at Hempstead Road.
These will be designed in part to al-
leviate current congestion and im-
prove traffic flow.

The FRA is taking public com-
ments on the environmental report
and will evaluate the preferred sta-
tion site in advance of issuing a final

assessment.
The station selection marks the latest train-related

announcement for Texas Central and Houston, whose
official seal boasts a train engine as a symbol of progress.
Houston once so dominated Texas rails that it was known
as the place “where 17 railroads meet the sea.”

In August, the two announced an economic develop-
ment and jobs-creating plan related to the Texas Bullet
Train. Under that agreement, Texas Central is commit-
ted to recruiting construction contractors, subcontrac-
tors and employees from the local job market for the
construction of the project and its maintenance and op-
eration.

In addition, the city and Texas Central will partici-
pate in the study and design of “efficient multimodal con-
nections” between the Houston station and the city’s
major activity centers.

The joint agreement says the project will have a “sub-
stantial and long-lasting positive impact on the city’s
economy, serve as a catalyst for future growth, create
jobs and infuse tax revenue into the state and the local
communities.”

It says the train will help cut traffic congestion and
related air emissions, providing “sound, fast and com-
fortable transportation alternatives,” using “world-class,
proven technology.”

The bullet train is expected to remove 14,630 cars daily
from Interstate 45, which will save 8.5 million gallons of
gas a year. Also, the train will be using the industry’s
safest technology, while I-45 is the second deadliest high-
way in America.

MISC FOR SALE

5 PIECES
Bedroom Set, $600
OBO. Hair Styling
Chair and other
miscellaneous items
for sale. Call Kathy
281-948-7985.

                    7-2

LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a local

newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches more readers in
your area, and costs much less. Rates are $10.00 per column inch,
plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢ per word plus affidavit. We can give
you an exact quote if required. Please call or email for assistance.
Thank you for supporting our community and keeping our dollars
local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

 713-266-3444     email: nenewsroom@aol.com

Custom Decorated Burn
Barrels with Handles &

Air Holes & Drains
(Texas, Stars, or Longhorn

artwork)
BURNS GOOD!

See at  Jed’s Hardware,
or Call 281-352-4377

BURN BARRELS

MISC FOR SALE MISC FOR SALEMISC FOR SALE
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Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

ANDY
ELIZARDO
PLUMBING

Master Plumber
All types of

Plumbing Repairs
and Drain
Cleaning.

Discount for Seniors.
CALL for FREE

ESTIMATE
281-441-3390

17-4 TFN

PLUMBING

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

REAL ESTATE

14-tfn

503 W. Bertrand, Houston, Tx. 77037

281-445-0104

Texas 5th Star Realty Inc.

For all you real estate needs call
Linda Taylor Flores, Broker

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

HALL FOR RENT
$550 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392

PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

THIS WEEK’S
FEATURED BUSINESS

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

HALL FOR RENT

VFW POST 581
27 Farrell St.

713-697-7273
HALL FOR RENT
1/2 Hall $500, Whole Hall $700

BINGO
Every Tues, Thur. & Sun.47-tfn

Patio
available -
Childrens’

Parties

TREE SERVICE

08-tfn

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

C H U R C H    P A G E

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting
•Hardi Plank Siding

Free EstimatesRaul Gonzalez

Siding & Contracting

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
=Major credit card accepted=

UPHOLSTERY

HOOKER UPHOLSTERY SHOP
•Customed Upholstery work on cars, boats

and boats covers
•Complete interior work on cars & furniture

Marlene Hooker
281-442-8511 (B)
832-282-8511 (C)

5902 Hermann Rd.
Houston, TX 77050

** Over 50 years of upstanding service**

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 281-449-9945

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Mariana Sanchez, Director
713-471-5832

marianas@bondingagainstadversity.org

One on One Program for Students with
Potencial • Immigration Education and Integra-

tion Program • Citizenship Classes

RECENT DEATHS

Santos G. Moreno
Rosendo V. Romero
Beatriz R. Palacios
Roy Orrin Yetter
LB Wilson

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey

1. Is the Book of Darius in
the Old or New Testament
or neither?
2. In biblical times, how
long did the journey of
Ezra ordinarily take from
Babylon to Jerusalem? 3
days, 4 months, 2 years, 5
years
3. From Philippians 4,
what does the Apostle
Paul instruct us to do

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print
Newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

www.facebook.com/
NENewsroom

Wesley Ray Fisher
Richard Allen Blevins Sr.
Susie Yanez Moulton
Nova Maddyx Alonzo

rather than worry? Cry,
Pray, Love, Talk
4. What creature(s) did the
prophet Joel have a vision
of? Locust, Flies, Viper,
Leeches
5. From John 18, who
asked, "What is truth"?
Moses, Paul, Pilate, David
6. In what were all of Job's
children killed? Flood, Fire,
Wind, Stampede

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2) 4
months; 3) Pray; 4) Locust;
5) Pilate; 6) Wind

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank
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Commissioner Morman
details status of Precinct 2

Speaking last week at
the North Channel Cham-
ber luncheon, Pct. 2 Com-
missioner Jack Morman
discussed the ravages re-
sulting from the floods af-
ter Hurricane Harvey, and
a large range of projects
that will be built in the
next few years in East
Harris County to keep
pace with the population
growth.

Morman called it an
Historic Flood, noting that
in the past five years there
have been three flood
events in the county that
exceeded the 100 year flood
plans. In the county, over
30,000 homes were flood-
ed, he said. Resources to
help people were over-
whelmed, and the county
had to ask for the help of
the general public for boats
and evacuation rescues.
He noted that Pct. 2 dump
trucks were used as first
responder emergency vehi-
cles due to their high
ground clearance.

Pct. 2 is now in the re-
covery phase. A total of
260,000 cubic yards of de-
bris have been picked up
and hauled away. The
Lynchburg Ferry, closed
due to damage to both

Jack Morman
Pct. 2 Commissioner

landings, is being repaired
and scheduled to re-open
in March.

To alleviate future dam-
age from floods, the coun-
ty is implementing new
regulations calling for
buildings to be elevated
higher. Home buyouts
have also occurred, and
wi l l  cont inue .  So  far
$20,000,000 has been allo-
cated for this, and 21
homes have been pur-
chased to date.

The county has request-
ed funds from the federal
government of $10 Billion
dollars for new projects,
but so far the money has
not been appropriated.
The county is planning on

a bond issue in the fall,
asking voters for 1 or 2 Bil-
lion dollars for Flood Con-
trol projects.

A major improvement in
flood control is now being
built, known as the Laud-
er Retention Basin in the
Aldine area. This will alle-
viate flooding in Greens
Major highway projects
planned or under construc-
tion include a new Beltway
8 bridge over the ship
channel, with 8 lanes and
shoulders, and widening of
the East Belt (E. Sam
Houston Parkway) to 8
lanes and shoulders. These
projects are underway, and
completion is scheduled for
2022.

Another  impor tant
project is an overpass on
Federal Road, over the
PTRR tracks. This $20 mil-
lion dollar project is ex-
pected to take 2 years to
build, and will alleviate
delays for traffic headed to
the Washburn Tunnel and
Galena Park.

A widening of the Cros-
by-Lynchburg Road is
planned from Barrett Sta-
tion to Highlands, to be
completed in four phases.
Phase 3 is south of Barrett
is currently under con-

struction, and will cost $12
million. The final complete
to Highlands will follow, at
a cost of $20 million.

Morman said that his
office also has improve-
ments planned in two ma-
jor parks in the precinct,
Juan Seguin Park near the
San Jacinto Monument,
and Riley Chambers Park
in Barrett, which will get
a new ball park and other
improvements.

Morman noted that the
EPA had made a Final De-
cision, to remove the toxic
material in the Waste Pits
along the San Jacinto Riv-
er. He praised this action,
saying it reflected the
wishes of most of the com-
munities nearby, and was
the safest and most com-
plete choice. It also is the
most favorable if the pos-
sibility of Hurricane surg-
es  is  considered.  The
removal will take about 2
and + years, and will not
start until legal and engi-
neering work is completed
in the next year.

Ending on a positive
note, Morman said he ex-
pected 2018 to be a better
year, hopefully without
hurricanes, floods, and tox-
ic waste pits.

rebuilding schools, busi-
nesses, and homes that
suffered severe damage
last August. This disaster
relief package additional-
ly includes $15 billion for
f lood control  projects
through the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.

The Bipartisan Budget
Act will very likely be the
most significant bipartisan
legislation to pass Con-
gress this year. The health
and well-being of families
and children we represent
are among our top priori-
ties. By extending and in-
c r e a s i n g  f u n d i n g  f o r
critical programs like com-
munity health centers for
the next two years, the
Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program (CHIP) for
the next 10 years, and
Medicaid provisions that
allow our rural hospitals to
continue to provide critical
access to healthcare, we
can give our constituents
certainty that they have
access to reliable and af-
fordable healthcare – no
matter their socioeconom-
ic status. Families should
never have to receive let-
ters from the state inform-
ing them that they might
lose their healthcare cov-
erage.

Additionally, the fund-
ing for our military in The
Bipartisan Budget Act will
help address critical short-
falls in US Navy readiness,
such as the tragic USS
John S. McCain and USS
Fitzgerald collisions, the
latter of which resulted in
the death of Gunner’s
Mate 2nd Class Noe Her-
nandez, a South Texas na-
tive.

The funding portion of
the Bipartisan Budget Act
excludes border wall fund-
ing, signifying a victory for
Texans along the US-Mex-
ico border. We will contin-
u e  t o  p u s h  s o  t h a t
landowners along the
southern border can keep
their property safe from
seizure by the federal gov-
ernment.

 Our views align with
those of a majority of
Americans who favor pro-
tections for DREAMers
and we will not give up
until the Republican ma-
jority opens debate on a
permanent fix for DACA
recipients.  It is our hope
that we can address immi-
gration legislation in a fair,
bipartisan manner and
give  certa inty  to  our
DREAMers.”

Keep
Government Open,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SHERIFF’S
SAFETY
FORUM

Tuesday, February 13, 2018
7 P.M. to 8 P.M.

East Aldine Management Offices
5333 Aldine Mail Route

Houston, TX 77039
Hosted by Captain K. Melancom

Patrol Bureau - District II

Please join Captain K. Melancom and his staff
for the HCSO District II Sheriff’s Safety Forum.
This forum presents an opportunity to meet and
develop relationships with local Law
Enforcement Officials in a question and answer
discussion on local crime issues.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME

Event Coordinator: HCSO Sgt. C. Adolph
7900 Will Clayton Pkwy

Humble, TX 77338
281-446-9155


