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NOTES

Citizenship
\X/orkshop

Bonding Against Adversi-
tys first Citizenship
Workshop in this new year
is Saturday, January 13th
at St. Bartholomew The
Apostle Catholic Church,
with the goal of assisting
Lawful Permanent Resi-
dents apply for U.S.
Citizenships. They are in
need of more volunteers
than ever to help meet the
demand for naturalization
assistance. Training will
start promptly at 8:30 a.m.
Registration at 9:00 am,
5356 11th St. Katy, Tx
77493. Bonding Against
Adversity serves our
communities with the
mission of “ Helping
Others Help Themselves”.
Kindly reserve via email
your confirmation at
marianas@
bondingagainstadversity.org

Aldine Library

Open House

Aldine Branch Library will
host an open house,
Friday, January 19, 2018,
3pm - 5pm. Fun for all
ages, games, food, prizes
and book sales. The library
is located at 11331 Airline
Dr., Houston, TX. 77037.
832-927-5410.
WWW.HCPL.NET

Many Candidates competing for
Green’s Congressional Seat

The March 6th Primary
election will see a large
number of candidates com-
peting for open Congres-
sional seats. In Texas
alone, eight seats are open,
and the ones of most inter-
est in this area area TX29,
Gene Green’s seat, and
TX2, Ted Poe’s seat.

Green is a Democrat,
but seven Democrats and
four Republicans will be on
the ballot in March for this
position.

Poe is a Republican, and

Continued on page 8
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State Sales Tax
Revenue Totaled $2.7
Billion in December

AUSTIN — Texas
Comptroller Glenn Hegar
said today that state sales
tax revenue totaled $2.75
billion in December, 12.3
percent more than in De-
cember 2016.

“Double-digit growth in
sales tax revenue was fu-
eled by collections from
oil- and gas-related sec-
tors as well-drilling and
completion continued to
rebound,” Hegar said.
“But growth in tax re-
ceipts was notable across

all major economic sec-
tors, including retail
trade and restaurants.”
Total sales tax revenue
for the three months end-
ing in December 2017 was
up 10.2 percent compared
to the same period a year
ago. Sales tax revenue is
the largest source of state
funding for the state bud-
get, accounting for 58 per-
cent of all tax collections.

See Tax Revenue,
Page 3

January proclaimed School Board Recognition Month

January 2018 is School
Board Recognition
Month—a great time to
focus on the crucial role
Aldine ISD Trustees play
in the community and Al-
dine schools.

The Texas Association
of School Boards’ (TASB)
theme for this year’s
School Board Recognition
Month is, “Helping Kids
Soar to Success.”

Plan now to show AISD
school board members
you appreciate their ded-
ication and hard work.
They are extraordinary
people who voluntarily
tackle the enormous job of
governing Aldine ISD.
Their actions and deci-

small way to

our children.

Pictured is the Aldine ISD Board of Trustees, along with Aldine

ISD Superintendent Dr. Wanda Bamberg.

LONE STA
COLLEGE

sions affect the present and future lives
of Aldine’s children.

“Our Board works tirelessly and de-
votes hundreds of hours to lead our stu-
dents to success,” said Aldine ISD
Superintendent Dr. Wanda Bamberg.
“Setting aside time in January is one

celebrate their service to

our community and say thanks for car-
ing so much about the future of every
child in Aldine.

“School Board Members shoulder
critical responsibilities as advocates for

They face difficult chal-

lenges and make hard decisions with
the overall goal of promoting student
achievement,” Dr. Bamberg said. “They
serve as the passionate voice for public
education and help ensure the future
of our state and nation. We truly ap-

See Board Recognition Month,
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NORTH HARRIS

REGISTER NOW FOR SPRING 2018

LSC-North Harris is

e Affordable

e Close to home

o Offers associate degrEES and certifications

#StartCloseGoFar

Financial aid and scholarships available.

LoneStar.edu/NorthHarris
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SCHOOL / COMMUNITY NEWS

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

CITIZENSHIP
CLASSES 2018

=SUNDAY JANUARY 14,
2018

PRINCE OF PEACE
CATHOLIC CHURCH

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM, 1999
TOMBALL PARKWAY
HOUSTON, TX 77070

=THURSDAY JANUARY 18
TO MARCH 22

LONE STAR COLLEGE
GREENSPOINT CENTER
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM (EVERY
THURSDAY — 8 WEEKS)
250 N. SAM HOUSTON
PKWY E, HOUSTON, TX
77060

=SATURDAY FEB. 3 TO
MARCH 17

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO
10:00 AM — 1:00 PM
(EVERY SATURDAY - 8
WEEKS)

501 TIDWELLL RD.
HOUSTON, TX 77022

= SATURDAY FEBRUARY
3RD. TO MARCH 31ST
EAST ALDINE DISTRICT
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
(EVERY SATURDAY - 8
WEEKS)

5333 ALDINE MAIL ROUTE
RD. HOUSTON, TX 77039

=SATURDAY FEBRUARY 3
TO MAR 24

ST. LEO CATHOLIC
CHURCH

9:00 AM — 12:00 PM
(EVERY SATURDAY - 8
WEEKS)

2131 LAUDER ROAD,
HOUSTON, TX 77039

=THURSDAY APRIL 5 TO
MAY 24

LONE STAR COLLEGE
GREENSPOINT CENTER
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM (EVERY
THURSDAY — 8 WEEKS)
250 N. SAM HOUSTON
PKWY E, HOUSTON, TX
77060

=SATURDAY APR. 14 TO
MAY 26

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO
10:00 AM — 1:00 PM
(EVERY SATURDAY - 8
WEEKS)

501 TIDWELLL RD.
HOUSTON, TX 77022

=SATURDAY APRIL 14 TO
JUNE 2ND

EAST ALDINE DISTRICT
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
(EVERY SATURDAY - 8
WEEKS)

5333 ALDINE MAIL ROUTE
RD. HOUSTON, TX 77039

=FRIDAY APRIL 19, 2018
TO JUNE 1ST.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW THE
APOSTLE CHURCH

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (EVERY
FRIDAY — 8 WEEKS)

5356 11TH. ST. KATY, TX
77493

=SATURDAY MAY 12 TO
JUNE 16

ST. LEO CATHOLIC
CHURCH

9:00 AM — 12:00 PM
(EVERY SATURDAY - 6
WEEKS)

2131 LAUDER ROAD,
HOUSTON, TX 77039

FOR ADDITIONAL INFOR-
MATION

PLEASE CALL BONDING
AGAINST ADVERSITY INC.
281-799-9076 & 713-471-
5832.

H.U.D.
Efficiency/
One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly
and Disabled

¢ UTILITIES &
APPLIANCES FURNISHED
ELIGIBILITY:
* Age 62 or older
* Physically Disabled
* Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrdll
Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

=1

‘Tisthe Season Essay Contest at
Hambrick Middle School

Cassandra Castillo (holding trophy) accepts her prizes from various sponsors at the award ceremony
for the Tis the Season Essay Contest at Hambrick Middle School on December 19. Castillo was one
of 109 students who participated in the contest this month.

On December 19 Ham-
brick’s auditorium was
filled with the family and
friends of the 109 students
who took place in the ‘Tis
the Season Essay Contest.
The essay contest, which is
coordinated each year by
Valencia Dotson of “Tis The
Season With A Special
Kind Of Reason, Inc,” gives
the students the opportu-
nity to express how they
feel based on the given top-
ic in relation to family,
friends, etc. in writing. The
number of students who
participated is the largest
since the contest began.
These impressive numbers
were very encouraging as
the students showcased
many of the (writing) skills
that they have been mas-
tering in their language
arts class along with their
sincerity in writing to the

given topic. Participation
in the essay contest is also
great practice for when the
students are in high school
and must write essays for
university and potential
scholarship applications.

Ms. Dotson was able to
secure several sponsors to
provide the prizes and
awards for the students
who participated and/or
won the essay contest.

1st Place

Cassandra Castillo

$100.00 Visa Gift Card/
Chrome Book/Trophy/
Christmas Dinner

2nd Place

Yurely Pineda

$50.00 Visa Gift Card/
Chrome Book /Trophy/
Christmas Dinner

3rd Place

Brandon Carrillo

$25.00 Visa Gift Card/
Chrome Book /Trophy/

Christmas Dinner
Honorable Mention
Destiny Vargus
Jay Hernandez
Aimee Mahindaratne
Heidy Guerrero
Jessica Tapia
Catherine Knox
Jaime Martinez
Yesenia Salgado
Jose Orozco
Yoana Fuentes
Gold Star Medal for

Self-Expression
Carolyn Umo
Melissa Avellaneda
Gabriel Franco
Jorge Rodriguez
Yulliane Gonzalez
Isaiah Gray
Yordi Hernandez
Genesis Machado
John Adam Moyes
Brenda Rodriguez

‘Tis the Season Essay
Contest Sponsors

HEALTH

eJames & Autumn
Rosemond - Christmas
gifts for the families

*Bruce & Valerie
Meshell & Dustin Creager
manager of 249/Tomball
Wal-Mart - 20 Turkeys

*Dr. J. Moran, DPM,
CWS & Michelle Varnes of
The Foot & Ankle Clinic of
Tomball - Visa gift cards.

eThe Pink Apron - com-
plete Christmas dinners
for 1st, 2nd & 3rd place
winners

eValencia Dotson -
Chrome books and other
prizes

eBryant Robertson,
manager of Target on
Grand Parkway and em-
ployees (Kaylin Sealy, An-
drew LaPlante, Carl
Herrera & Alejandra Bon-
illa-Santiago) assisted
with the students through-
out ceremony.

5 *Healthy’ New Y ear’ s Resolutions Worth Giving Up

(StatePoint) While most
New Year’s resolutions are
well-intentioned, some-
times they look better on
paper than in practice, ac-
tually doing more harm
than good. Here are five so-
called “healthy” resolu-
tions worth giving up in
2018, as well as better so-
lutions.

Resolution 1: I'm going
to take up permanent res-
idence in the gym. Working
out is an important piece
of the weight loss puzzle,
but moderation is key.
Studies suggest that too
much exercise can lead to
a number of issues like
hormonal imbalance, fa-
tigue, insomnia and even
depression. Many people
also report experiencing a

drastic increase in appetite after extreme
bouts of physical activity, which can lead
to overeating and negate the weight-re-
lated benefits. Plus, if you exercise so in-
tensely that you’re injured or sore for
days, it will be difficult to sustain this oth-

erwise healthy habit.

Resolution 2: I'm saying goodbye to
fats completely. Fatty foods have gotten a
bad rap. The reality is there are good fats
and bad fats. In humans, fat helps sup-
port normal growth and development, pro-
vides energy, allows for proper cellular

r b

function, provides protective cushioning

for organs, and helps with absorption of
certain vitamins. Bad fats are found in
foods like meat, butter, lard, cream and
trans fats (found in baked goods, fried
foods and margarine) and can increase the
risk of cardiovascular disease. Aim to re-
place these with good fats, which are as-

sociated with a decreased risk of chronic

disease. Good fats include plant-based oils
like olive and canola, avocados, nuts,

o s —

Imagine the Difference You Can Make

DONATE

YOUR CAR
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Help Prevent Blindness
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seeds, and dairy, since these also offer the
nutrition your body needs.

Resolution 3: I'm going to skip break-
fast to cut calories. According to The Acad-
emy of Nutrition and Dietetics, if you're
skipping breakfast, you're doing some-

See New Year’s Resolution,

Page 3

CITIZENSHIP

\XYORKSHOPS

=ST. BARTHOLOMEW THE
APOSTLE CATHOLIC
CHURCH

SATURDAY JANUARY 13,
2018

REGISTRATION STARTS AT
9:00 AM

5356 11TH ST, KATY, TX
77493

=ASSUMPTION CATHOLIC
CHURCH

SATURDAY JANUARY 20,
2018

REGISTRATION STARTS AT
9:00 AM

901 ROSELANE ST,
HOUSTON, TX 77037

=EAST ALDINE DISTRICT
SATURDAY JANUARY 27,
2018

REGISTRATION STARTS AT
9:00 AM

5333 ALDINE MAIL
ROUTE, HOUSTON, TEXAS
77039

=HOSANNA LUTHERAN
CHURCH

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 17,
2018

REGISTRATION STARTS AT
9:00 AM

16526 ELLA BLVD,
HOUSTON, TX 77090

*HAMBRICK MIDDLE
SCHOOL

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 24,
2018

REGISTRATION STARTS AT
9:00 AM

4600 ALDINE MAIL ROUTE
RD. HOUSTON, TX 77039

=ST. CHARLES BORROMEO
CATHOLIC CHURCH
SATURDAY MARCH 24,
2018

REGISTRATION STARTS AT
9:00 AM

501 TIDWELL RD. HOUS-
TON, TX 77022.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFOR-
MATION

PLEASE CALL BONDING
AGAINST ADVERSITY INC.
281-799-9076 & 713-471-
5832.

Investigation
into fatal
shooting at
5404 Nordling

Houston police are in-
vestigating the fatal shoot-
ing of a man found at 5404
Nordling about 11 p.m. on
Friday (December 29).

HPD Homicide Division
Sergeant R. Rodriguez and
Detective M. Condon re-
ported:

Cameron Lherault, 19,
was found deceased inside
a vehicle parked in a con-
venience store parking lot.
He had suffered at least
one gunshot wound.

At this time, there are
no known witnesses nor
suspects.

Anyone with informa-
tion in this case is urged to
contact the HPD Homicide
Division at 713-308-3600
or Crime Stoppers at 713-
222-TIPS.

( . . )
Furrytails Dog Grooming

407 NOONDAY LANE, HOUSTON TX 77060

281-445-9780

: www.furrytdg.com
Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 6:00 pm

%, Sat7:30am-5:00pm |
By Appointment Only L]

Your neighborhood groomer

at an affordableprice!

All Breeds and sizeswelcome.

Services Available: « Flea & Tick Dipse Full Bath &
Blow Dry ¢ Nail Trimse Hair Style per Your
Instructions « Teeth Brushing * Dog Accessories ®
\_ Anal Glands Expressed Yy,

Aldine Bender

elin

Aldine Mail

Commercial
Printing
We specialize in
4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers
We print newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555

A division of Northeast News
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HOME

How to find an affordable
homein today’ s market

(StatePoint) Affordable
housing is in high demand
in cities and counties na-
tionwide. Experts say that
areas grappling with af-
fordable housing issues
may find factory-built
homes to be a powerful tool
in addressing this need.

Built in a factory and
delivered to home sites,
this efficient process trans-
lates into lower production
costs that are passed on to
the consumer. The good
news is while manufac-
tured homes cost less than
site-built homes they are
just as high quality. The
average new manufac-
tured home costs around
$70,600. The cost for a
smaller new single-section
home can be as low as
$20,000. In 2016, manufac-
tured homes accounted for
80 percent of all new
homes sold under
$150,000.

Unfortunately, when
many people think of man-
ufactured housing, the old
stereotype of a run-down
trailer park enters their
minds. However, most of
the more than 37,000 man-
ufactured housing commu-
nities in the U.S. are a far
cry from that negative im-
age, boasting amenities
like community centers,
organized activities and
children’s play areas. Oth-
er benefits may include:

¢ The option to rent an
existing home in the com-
munity or place your own
home in the community.

e Provided services,
which often include profes-
sional property manage-
ment, care and
maintenance of common
grounds, as well as re-
sources and amenities like
trash removal, community
centers, playgrounds, stor-
age and laundry facilities.

e The possibility of not
paying real estate taxes.
While it varies state-to-
state, residents of land-

lease manufactured home
communities often don’t
pay real estate taxes, but
rather, pay a personal-
property tax, offsetting the
cost of land-lease rents for
the homeowner.

e Affordable homeown-
ership, along with many of
its benefits, including con-
trol over home and yard
improvements, as well as
convenient parking.

¢ A sense of community.
In many communities,
there are social or activity
clubs, fitness amenities,
and friendly and caring
neighbors. Indeed, “sense
of belonging” is among the
most frequent responses
about why residents enjoy
living in a land-lease com-
munity.

Newer manufactured
homes come in a variety of
architectural styles and
exterior finishes that will
suit most any buyer’s de-
sires, as well as customiza-
tion opportunities,
including interior features
like vaulted ceilings, fire-
places and state-of-the-art
kitchens and baths.

They also feature en-
hanced energy efficiency in
an era of rising energy
costs, thanks to upgraded
insulation and more effi-
cient heating and cooling

systems than homes from
decades ago.

Smart buyers also are
turning to ENERGY
STAR-labeled manufac-
tured homes for addition-
al savings.

Modern manufactured
homes are among the saf-
est housing choices today,
as homes must adhere to
strict federal building
standards. All aspects of
construction are continual-
ly inspected by profession-
ally trained third-parties,
and homes feature smoke
detectors, and limited com-
bustible materials around
furnaces, water heaters
and kitchen ranges, as well
as wind resistance in areas
prone to hurricane-force
winds.

“The need for quality,
affordable housing has
never been greater. Howev-
er, today’s manufactured
homes are high-quality
and cost up to 50 percent
less per square foot than
conventional site-built
homes,” says Richard Jen-
nison, president and CEO
of the Manufactured Hous-
ing Institute. “These sav-
ings are allowing more
Americans to own a home
in the face of an ever-wid-
ening housing affordabili-
ty gap.”

New Year’s Resolution,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

thing wrong. Research
shows breakfast helps sup-
port brain function, ener-
gy and mood. And research
suggests that people who
eat breakfast consume
fewer calories throughout
the day, weigh less and
have fewer risk factors for
heart disease. Just a few
reasons to load up in the
a.m.

Resolution 4: I'll just
crash diet to lose the
weight. Crash diets don’t
work and many people who
do them end up just gain-
ing the weight back.

“Sustainable weight
loss should not involve

al‘l

MEXICAN
RESTAURANT

3603 ALDINE MAIL RTE. » 281-442-8083

LUNCH SPECIAL
ENCHILADA PLATE $5.99
MONDAY-FRIDAY 11:00 AM TO 3:00 PM

hunger or deprivation,”
says Mandi Knowles, die-
titian for South Beach
Diet. “Your weight loss ef-
forts should include sensi-
ble changes that are easy
to follow.”

Find a weight loss plan
that’s convenient and lets
you know with confidence
that you are losing weight
the healthy way. Plans like
South Beach Diet teach
portion control through a
low-carb, high-protein ap-
proach with meals deliv-
ered to your door.

Resolution 5: I'm going
to stop snacking. Snacks
can account for more than

/

O

___1_______-
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I(Dinner Special $1 3.95):

Choose Any 2 Carlos Dinners with 1
purchase of Two Soft Drinks OR

FAJITAS FOR 2 @ $17.95
with purchase of 2 drinks
MONDAYS & TUESDAYS

KIDS EAT FREE WITH PUR-
CHASE OF ADULT CARLOS DINNERS

Happy Hour
Monday through Thursday

Not Valid on Friday — Coupon Expires 01/31/2018
Must present coupon before ordering

e o o ]

I If you are Hungry for Mexican Food |
\ Come to the Best

\

/

a quarter of one’s daily cal-
ories. But if you munch on
nutrient-dense foods (high
in vitamins, minerals and
fiber and low in calories),
you’re more likely to main-
tain a healthy weight, ac-
cording to the “National
Health and Nutrition Ex-
amination Survey.” So,
snack wisely.

For more weight loss
tips, visit
palm.southbeachdiet.com.

In the new year, ditch
extreme diets and exercise
schemes. You’ll find more
success with sustainable
health and wellness hab-
its.

QUITPLAN:

Five Tips To Help You
Quit Smoking

(NAPSI)—According to
Minnesota Adult Tobacco
Survey (MATS) data, 14
percent of Minnesota
adults smoke. More than
half of adult Minnesotans
who smoke every day have
attempted to quit for at
least one day, according to
MATS.

Even better news is that
63 percent of Minnesota
adults who have ever
smoked have quit already.
If you or someone you care
about would like to be
among them, here are five
steps from the experts at
QUITPLAN®Services, a
free program that can help
you quit smoking with as
little or as much support as
you would like:

1. Set a quit date. Com-
mit yourself to picking a
date and mark it on your
calendar. Give yourself a
few weeks to prepare for
this big day and treat your
quit date with the same
level of importance as oth-
er life-changing events.

If you find yourself
ready to make the move to
tobacco-free living but
“don’t really know when,”
you can talk with former
tobacco users about what
they did and get support
from QUITPLAN Services.

2. Get support. Quitting
can be difficult to do alone.
Getting help and support

from a trained coach or
counselor can make a big
difference. Research shows
that counseling increases
your chances of quitting.
Support can come from
friends and family, your
health care provider or
from QUITPLAN Services.
These provide text messag-
es, e-mail support, a down-
loadable quit guide and
free “starter kits,” which
include a two-week supply
of nicotine patches, gum or
lozenges. In addition, to-
bacco users can speak to a
quit coach over the phone
24 hours a day, seven days
a week for support and
help in quitting.

3. Make a list of triggers
and alternatives. Identify-
ing the situations and ex-
periences that make you
want to light up is impor-
tant. Coming up with dis-
tractions or substitutes
can help you overcome
your cravings in these sit-
uations. Cravings will hap-
pen as your body weans off
nicotine but if you're pre-
pared and know what to
do, you can beat them.
Change it up; put a wrench
in the routine that tried to
suck you into smoking—
whether it’s going some-
where different, doing
something different, or
just taking a few moments
to collect yourself.

4. Look in your wallet.
Quitting isn’t just good for
your health. It’s good for
your wealth, too. You’ll
save money from your first
tobacco-free day. You
might be amazed how
much you’ll save when you
aren’t buying cigarettes
every week. You can find
out from the quit smoking
calculator at
www.quitplan.com. If you
smoke a pack a day, you
would save nearly $3,000
in just one year and more
than $14,000 in five years.
Quitting can even help you
win money. QUITPLAN
Services offers monthly
Mini-Quit Mondays, when
Minnesotans can win $100
for participating, and the
chance to win a grand prize
of $5,000.

5. Remember WHY. No
one can tell you your own
personal reasons for quit-
ting but reminding your-
self why you’re quitting
can help keep you on track.
Whether you’re quitting
for your health, your fu-
ture, family and friends,
savings or just so you won’t
have to stand out in the
cold for a smoke break,
think about that reason
and keep reminding your-
selfyou can do this because
you have your eye on the
prize that is your “why.”

Tax
Revenue,

Continued from page 1

Revenue from other
major taxes on motor ve-
hicle sales and rentals,
motor fuels and oil and
natural gas production
also rose in December
2017:

emotor vehicle sales
and rental taxes — $414.3
million, up 16.1 percent
from December 2016 (ve-
hicle purchases to replace
cars damaged by Hurri-
cane Harvey continued to
boost those tax collec-
tions);

emotor fuel taxes —
$303.7 million, up 4.9 per-
cent from December 2016;
and

eo0il and natural gas
production taxes —
$396.4 million, up 73.4
percent from December
2016.

Attention:

VIAGRA & CIALIS Users

There's a More Affordable
& Effective Alternative

to U.S. Pharmacy High Prices!

For discreat home delivery,
CALL NOW?!

800-923-6962

Cperators Avallable 2477

S0 Pill Special:

Only $99

Plus
." ree Shipping!

Board Recognition

Month,

Continued from page 1

preciate every Board
Member for voluntarily
tackling the enormous job
of governing our local
school district.”

Aldine ISD’s Board of
Education consists of
President Steve Mead
(serving since 2004), Vice-
President Paul Shanklin
(serving since 2014), Sec-
retary Rose Avalos (serv-
ing since 2006), Assistant
Secretary Connie Espar-
za (serving since 2017)
and Members Dr. Viola
M. Garcia (serving since
1992), Patricia Ann Bour-
geois (serving since 2014)
and Dr. Kimberley Book-
er (serving since 2017).

Under the Board’s
leadership, Aldine ISD
was named the Broad
Prize for Urban Educa-
tion winner in 2009. In
the fall of 2013, Aldine

ISD’s Board of Trustees
was named one of five
Honor Boards in the
State of Texas and in the
spring of 2013 the Board
was named the Region 4
Outstanding School
Board.

Recognizing Aldine
ISD’s Trustees for their
commitment and sacrifice
takes a combined effort
on the part of all those
they serve: administra-
tors, school staff, stu-
dents, and the
community. Even though
showing appreciation
should be a year-round
process, taking advan-
tage of the designated
School Board Recognition
Month in January en-
sures that these impor-
tant people receive some
of the thanks they de-
serve.

PREMIERE > CINEMAS

FRIDAY-THURSDAY 1/5-1/11

*INSIDIOUS: The Last Key (PG-13)
12:00pm, 2:30pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm,
10:00pm

Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
DOWNSIZING (R)

12:10pm, 3:10pm, 6:10pm, 9:10pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
FATHER FIGURES (R)

12:40pm, 3:40pm, 6:40pm, 9:40pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
PITCH PERFECT 3 (PG-13)

12:00pm, 12:30pm, 2:30pm, 3:00pm,
5:00pm, 5:30pm, 7:30pm, 8:00pm, 10:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
THE GREATEST SHOWMAN (PG)
1:00pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm, 9:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
JUMANJI: Welcome to the Jungle (PG-13)
1:00pm, 3:45pm, 7:00pm, 10:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption

* JUMANJI: Welcome to the Jungle 3D
(PG-13)

12:30pm, 3:15pm, 6:15pm, 9:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
FERDINAND (PG)

12:00pm, 5:00pm, 10:00pm
SPA-Spanish Dubbed;Stadium Seating;CC-
Closed Caption

FERDINAND (PG)

12:00pm, 5:00pm, 10:00pm

Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption

*FERDINAND 3D (PG)

2:30pm, 7:30pm

Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
*FERDINAND 3D (PG)

2:30pm, 7:30pm

SPA-Spanish Dubbed, Stadium
Seating;CC-Closed Caption

STAR WARS: The Last Jedi (PG-13)
12:00pm, 3:15pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm,
9:45pm, 10:00pm

Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
*STAR WARS: The Last Jedi 3D (PG-
13)

12:15pm, 6:45pm

Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
COCO (PG)

12:30pm, 3:00pm

SPA-Spanish Dubbed, Stadium
Seating;CC-Closed Caption

COCO (PG)

1:00pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
JUSTICE LEAGUE (PG-13)
5:30pm, 8:30pm

Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
DADDY'S HOME 2 (PG-13)
12:10pm, 2:35pm, 5:10pm, 7:35pm,
10:00pm

Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks **Sorry No Passes &= CLOSED CAPTION
**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6pm. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 « Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 pm

General Admission $7.50 « 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 « Theater 281-874-1141 « www.pccmovies.com
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Fivereasonsto

pursuea

cybersecurity career

In 2018

(NAPSI)—Cybersecuri-
ty, as an industry, is one
of the highest-paying,
fastest-growing and most
in demand in the U.S., yet
there are not enough
skilled professionals in
the pipeline to fill open
positions, leading to a
sizable skills gap. The
Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics (BLS) finds that the
demand for information
security analysts who can
prevent data breaches is
expected to be very high
over the next decade.
From 2016_2026, BLS
projects employment to
grow 28 percent, with
28,400 additional jobs
added by 20261.

Despite the growing
need, a University of
Phoenix College of
Information Systems and
Technology survey found
that only 18 percent of
the 2,016 U.S. adults
surveyed were interested
in pursuing a cybersecuri-
ty education or profes-
sion. Cybersecurity can
be a rewarding career,
especially for those who
want to help organiza-
tions or be part of a
dynamic industry.

Maurice Gibson,
assistant dean at Univer-
sity of Phoenix, shares
five reasons to pursue a
cybersecurity career in
2018.

1. Cybersecurity
Careers Are Here to Stay

With the rise of
technology comes increas-
es in cybercrime, accord-
ing to data from
Cybersecurity Ventures2.
Gibson believes technolo-
gy has converged with
nearly all industries,
meaning more companies
will need trained profes-
sionals to combat hackers
in the future. In fact,
LinkedIn listed network
information security as
the sixth most in-demand
skill for today’s digitally
advanced working
world3. Cybersecurity
spending is expected to
exceed $1 trillion between
2017 and 2021, finds
Cybersecurity Ventures,
driving the need for more
qualified professionals.

2. Job Opportunities
Across Nearly All Indus-
tries

As technology converg-
es with business, Gibson
says nearly all companies
will soon become tech
companies, providing

cybersecurity profession-
als with myriad job
opportunities across
numerous industries4.
Cybersecurity jobs are no
longer shoehorned into
only the government,
finance or technology
industries. From retail
and health care to media
and start-ups, cybersecu-
rity professionals may
have the option to choose
an industry they most
want to work in.

3. Competition for Jobs
Remains Low

With more open jobs
than people to fill them,
competition continues to
remain low in the cyber-
security workforce. The
BLS projects employment
of information security
analysts to grow 28
percent from 2016 to
2026, much faster than
the average for all
occupationsb. Gibson says
individuals seeking a
growing career with
plenty of job opportuni-
ties should look no
further than cybersecuri-

ty.
4. Near Top in Com-
pensation

For many Americans, a
good salary is vital for job
satisfaction. Glassdoor
found that nearly 70
percent of people say that
compensation is among
their top considerations
when pursuing a job6.
High salaries is another
reason to pursue these
careers, according to
Gibson. BLS reports the
median annual wage of
an information security
analyst is $92,6007.
Salaries can even exceed
six figures in top markets
as companies compete for
skilled professionals8.

5. Skill Set Is Transfer-
able to a Number of
Industries

With a deficit of skilled
cybersecurity profession-
als in today’s workforce,
IT employees may be
expected to help manage
system security and
infrastructure. For this
reason, Gibson suggests
that having cybersecurity
experience can help when
changing careers. He says
many of the IT skill sets
that cybersecurity
professionals possess—
such as coding, systems
administration and data
analytics—can be useful
résumé additions for just
about any job in the tech
industry.

Take Pride

in our Community, .
Keep it Clean
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Architectural Services

HOFFMAN-LIU DESIGN
ASSOCIATES

TYPES OF SERVICES:
Architectural
Interiors

Graphic Design
Landscape
Planning

Feasibility & Program

RECENT PROJECTS:
Highlands Bank
Fleming Residence
Texas Dept. of Health Labs
Texas A & M--Kingsville
Rydin & Rivera Residences
East Aldine District Offices
SWBR Computer Center

Call for a free consultation

GILBERT HOFFMAN, Architect Emeritus
Offices in ALDINE & HOUSTON

281-328-9605 or 713-977-2556
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Texaswaitsfor Senate
agreement on disaster
aid funding

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott on Dec. 21 released
a statement applauding
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives’ preliminary
passage of $81 billion in
disaster aid to Texas, sev-
eral other states and Pu-
erto Rico.

Abbott called the
House’s 251-169 vote in fa-
vor of the aid package “a
step in the right direction”
but added that “more
needs to be done to ensure
the funds Congress pro-
vides address the critical
needs Texans are enduring
from the largest natural
disaster in our state’s his-
tory. We look forward to
working with the Senate to
improve the disaster fund-
ing to ensure it addresses
the acute needs of Texans.”

The U.S. Senate went
into recess on Dec. 22 with-
out voting on disaster
funding. The recess came
after senators passed a
continuing resolution to
avoid a federal govern-
ment shutdown for lack of
a budget agreement.

‘1115 Waiver’ extended

Gov. Abbott on Dec. 21
announced that the Texas
Health and Human Servic-
es Commission and the
federal Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Servic-
es reached a hospital
funding agreement for the
next five years.

“The new 1115 (Demon-
stration) Waiver ensures
that funding will remain
available for hospitals to
treat and serve people
across our state who are in
need of top-quality health-
care,” Abbott said.

“We are a state that is
committed to providing
quality healthcare to our
people,” added Texas
Health and Human Servic-
es Commissioner Charles
Smith. “With this agree-
ment, we will continue our
innovative approach to
providing healthcare to
millions of Texas Medicaid
clients. We’re committed to
delivering a sustainable
healthcare system over the
long term while being good
stewards of taxpayer dol-
lars.”

Safety-net hospital ad-
ministrators cheered the
extension.

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

[EXAS PHESS ASSOHRCIATION

State

i Capital

HIGHLIE';HTE

Section 1115 of the So-
cial Security Act gives the
U.S. secretary of Health
and Human Services the
authority to approve state
experimental, pilot or
demonstration projects
that better serve Medic-
aid populations.

AG gives gun

opinion

Texas Attorney Gener-
al Ken Paxton, in an opin-
ion released Dec. 21, said
licensed handgun owners
could carry loaded weap-
ons into Texas churches
that do not have posted
signs banning weapons.

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick
requested the opinion on
Dec. 1, asking Paxton to
expedite his response “so
that churches may know
what legal options they
have to improve security”
in the aftermath of the
Sutherland Springs trag-
edy, in which a lone gun-
man entered a church,
killing 25 people and in-
jured 20 others on Nov. 5.

“If a church decides to
exclude the concealed or
open carrying of hand-
guns on the premises of
church property, it may
provide the requisite no-
tice, thereby making it an
offense for a license hold-
er to carry a handgun on
those premises,” wrote
Paxton.

“However, churches
may instead decide not to
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provide notice and to al-
low the carrying of hand-
guns on their premises.
Unless a church provides
effective oral or written
notice prohibiting the car-
rying of handguns on its
property, a license holder
may carry a handgun onto
the premises of church
property as the law al-
lows,” Paxton added.

Unemployment rate
falls

The Texas Workforce
Commission on Dec. 22
announced the Lone Star
State’s seasonally adjust-
ed unemployment rate fell
to 3.8 percent, the lowest
unemployment rate re-
corded in four decades.

Also, the Texas econo-
my added 54,500 season-
ally adjusted nonfarm jobs
in November and annual
statewide employment
growth increased to 2.7
percent in the month of
November, marking 91
consecutive months of an-
nual growth.

“The addition of
330,600 jobs over the year
demonstrates the consis-
tency with which employ-
ers in our state create job
opportunities for the high-
ly skilled Texas work-
force,” said Texas
Workforce Commission
Chair Andres Alcantar.

Problem: Aging tech-
nology

The Office of the Comp-
troller, in its December-
January issue of “Fiscal
Notes,” examines our
state government’s “aging
information technology
infrastructure and the
challenges it faces in serv-
ing a population growing
by nearly half a million
residents a year.”

Some state agencies
are running on archaic
programming language
dating back to the 1950s,
Texas Comptroller Glenn
Hegar said. “Each year,
the state spends hundreds
of millions of dollars on
maintaining these outdat-
ed systems, and updating
or replacing them would
cost even more,” Hegar
added.

The state spends more
than $300 million annual-
ly on maintaining older
hardware and software
that no longer are sup-
ported by their makers,
according to an estimate
made by the Texas De-
partment of Information
Resources.

The Fiscal Notes publi-
cation is available online
at comptroller.texas.gov.

Social Security
Matters

By AMAC

Certified Social Security
Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature
American Citizens

Ask Rusty - When Should |
Apply for Social Security?

Dear Rusty: | will be turn-
ing 62 in 2018; birth date 9/24/
1955. My husband is 77 and
receiving Social Security. Lon-
gevity runs in my family. | have
been self-employed all my life. |
am still working and my husband
collects a pension, Social Securi-
ty and RMD from a traditional
IRA, so there is no need for addi-
tional monies under my current
circumstances. When should |
start taking Social Security?
Signed: Thinking about Retire-
ment

Dear Thinking: The ques-
tion of when to take Social Secu-
rity normally gets an answer of "It
depends on your health, your
family history of longevity, and
your need for the money".
You've already addressed those
items so I'll focus on your main
question - when should you start
taking Social Security?

Even though you'll be eligi-
ble to collect Social Security
when you turn 62, if you do so
you will only get 74.17% of the
retirement benefit you would be
entitled to at your full retirement
age (FRA). Whenever you apply,
you will be deemed to be filing
not only for your own retirement
benefit but also any spousal
benefit you may be entitled to
from your husband's work
record. Similar to your SS retire-
ment benefit, your spousal bene-
fit would also be reduced be-
cause you took it early; instead
of being 50% of your hushand's
benefit at your FRA, you would
only get 35% at age 62 (if that is
larger than your own retirement
benefit). The point I'm making is
that by claiming SS early, any
benefit you're entitled to will be
reduced from what you would get
at your full retirement age.

Just as you are penalized
for claiming before your full re-
tirement age, you are rewarded
for waiting beyond it to claim
Social Security retirement bene-
fits. In fact, for each year you
wait beyond your full retirement
age, your retirement benefit will
be 8% higher than it would be at
your FRA. That will continue up
until you are 70 years old when
your retirement benefit will be
30.67% higher than it would
have been at your FRA. You stop
earning additional credit at age
70, so there's no reason to wait
beyond that to apply. Let's use
an easy example to illustrate: If
your FRA retirement benefit is
$1000, by applying at age 62 you
would only get $741 per month
instead of $1000. But if you wait
until you are 70 to claim benefits,
you would get $1306 per month,
nearly twice what you would get
by applying at age 62.

There are two other factors
you should incorporate into your
thinking:

1) At your FRA, you will be
entitled to _ of your husband's
benefit at his FRA. If your spou-
sal benefit at your FRA is sub-
stantially more than your own
retirement benefit, then applying
at your FRA may be a good strat-
egy, as opposed to waiting and
earning delayed retirement cred-
its.

2) Once you have reached
your FRA you will be entitled to
100% of your husband's benefit
amount if he should predecease
you. If your eventual survivor's
benefit would be more than your
own FRA benefit amount, you
might be better served by claim-
ing your retirement benefit earlier
than age 70.

As you can see, most of the
answer to your question depends
upon whether your benefits as a
spouse or a survivor will be more
than your benefit based upon
your own work record. If not,
then waiting beyond your FRA up
to age 70 will yield you the maxi-
mum retirement benefit. But if
your spouse and/or survivor's
benefit will be more than your
own retirement benefits, then
applying at your full retirement
age may be the best strategy. If
you haven't already done so, |
suggest you go to www.ssa.gov
and set up your personal "My
Social Security" account which
will give you access to your cur-
rently estimated retirement bene-
fit. Comparing that to your poten-
tial spousal and survivor benefits
should give you the answer
you're seeking.

The information presented in this article is
intended for general information purposes only. The
opinions and interpretations expressed are the
viewpoints of the AMAC Foundation's Social
Security Advisory staff, trained and accredited under
the National Social Security Advisors program of the
National Social Security Association, LLC (NSSA).
NSSA, the AMAC Foundation, and the Foundation's
Social Security Advisors are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the United States Govemment, the
Social Security Administration, or any other state
government.
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Mercer Botanic Gardensannouncesprogramsfor 2018

January

Lunch Bunch: Trees of
Houston — How to Prepare
for Spring Planting.
Wednesday, Jan. 10 from
noon to 2 p.m. Experts in
tree care will offer advice
on growing and acquiring
beautiful, healthy trees for
spring followed by a dis-
cussion with Ed Dolphin,
an ISA-certified arborist
from Bartlett Tree Ex-
perts. Attend this Lunch
Bunch program to earn
continuing education units
from the International So-
ciety of Arboriculture,
Harris County Master
Gardeners, and Montgom-
ery County Master Gar-
deners. Participants
should bring a lunch and
dress for the weather.
Lunch Bunch is a free pro-
gram offered at Mercer’s

West Side Arboretum in
the Cypress Pavilion that
is recommended for partic-
ipants ages 12 and older.
To register or to receive
additional information,
call Mercer Botanic Gar-
dens at 713-274-4160.
Botanic Trips: Katz
Coffee and Karbach Brew-
ing Company. Wednesday,
Jan. 31 from 9:45 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Everyone 50 and
better is invited to be part
of this botanically-themed
adventure. Tour Katz Cof-
fee and Karbach Brewing
Company facilities, where
master “mixologists” craft
botanically infused drinks.
Between tours, enjoy lunch
at Karbach Restaurant +
Patio. Harris County Pre-
cinct 4 provides bus trans-
portation at no charge.
Participants should bring

spending money for lunch,
and dress for outdoor con-
ditions. Closed-toed shoes
are required. Meet at Mer-
cer Botanic Gardens’ East
Side pedestrian entrance.
Fee: $4. Reservations must
be made by Jan. 26. Regis-
ter by calling Melodie Hill
at 713-274-4160.

February

Lunch Bunch: Histori-
cal Texas Trees. Wednes-
day, Feb. 14 from noon to
2 p.m. Historical Texas
trees form a vital link to
unique moments in Texas
history, such as the Battle
of the Alamo and the Great
Storm of 1900. Laura Car-
Iton, a Harris County Pre-
cinct 4 arborist, will give a
presentation that outlines
Mercer’s Historic and
Champion Tree Project.
Following the presenta-
tion, John Ross, an ISA-

certified arborist, will give
an interactive walking
tour through the West Side
Arboretum to teach basic
tree identification. Attend
this Lunch Bunch program
to earn continuing educa-
tion units from the Inter-
national Society of
Arboriculture, Harris
County Master Gardeners,
and Montgomery County
Master Gardeners. Partic-
ipants should bring a
lunch and dress for the
weather. Lunch Bunch is a
free program offered at
Mercer’s West Side Arbo-
retum in the Cypress Pa-
vilion that is recommended
for participants ages 12
and older. To register or to
receive additional informa-
tion, call Mercer Botanic
Gardens at 713-274-4160.
Nature Explore Educa-
tor Workshops at Big Stone

Lodge. Saturday, Feb. 24
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
Arbor Day Foundation, Di-
mensions Educational Re-
search Foundation, and
Mercer Botanic Gardens
proudly present two Na-
ture Explore workshops
designed to help children
reconnect with nature.
Workshops are $40. Regis-
ter for both workshops to
receive a $5 discount. Reg-
ister online at
www.natureexplore.org/
workshops/educator-work-
shops. Registration dead-
line is Feb. 23. This Mercer
Botanic Gardens event will
be held at Big Stone Lodge:
709 Riley Fuzzel Road,
Spring.

*Moving to Learn. 9
a.m. to noon. Discover ef-
fective techniques for pro-
viding indoor and outdoor

movement activities that
help children develop body
control, gain knowledge
about the world, and enjoy
an outlet for emotional ex-
pression.
eHeart-Centered
Teaching. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Heart-centered teaching
begins with an apprecia-
tion for the wonders of the
world, the people around
us and ourselves. It honors
individual gifts and helps
children learn authentical-
ly. Discover a set of tools
for cultivating a more joy-
ful approach to teaching.

Mercer Botanic Gardens
is located one mile north
of FM 1960 at 22306 Aldi-
ne Westfield Road in Hum-
ble, 77338. For more
informattion, please call
713-274-4160.
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Many Candidates Compete,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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The 29th Congressional District of Texas runs in a circular manner, from North
Houston, Aldine, through East Harris County communities such as Baytown, Galena
Park, Jacinto City, Pasadena and South Houson.

nine Republicans and five
Democrats will try to win
a spot on the November
general election for this
posotion.

Also contested in the pri-
mary and general election
will be Senator Ted Cruz,
up for re-election after his
first six year term. He is
opposed by four Republi-
cans, and three Democrats
including front-runner Beto
O’Rourke from El Paso.

These elections have
national significance, as the
House and Senate could
lose their Republican ma-
jorities in November.

Another interesting Tex-
as race is the governor,
where 10 Democrats are
running in the primary to
oppose Governor Greg Ab-
bott, and two Republicans.

Because of the large
numbers of candidates run-
ning in each of these rac-
es, it is anticipated that
there will be a run-off elec-
tion in some, which is
scheduled for May 22.

Candidates for the TX29
seat given up by retiring
Congressman Gene Green
include Democratic front-
runner State Senator
Sylvia Garcia, real estate
agent Dominique Garcia,
Houston Attorney Roel

Garcia, school teacher Hec-
tor Morales, and Beaumont
area businessman Tahir
Javed.

The 29th District was
originally set-up to repre-
sent the 77% Hispanic pop-
ulation in that area of
Harris County, and runs
from Greenspoint and Al-
dine through East Harris
County and Pasadena. It
includes all of the cities of
Galena Park, Jacinto City,
and South Houston, and
parts of Baytown, Houston,
and Pasadena. With all the
Garcia-named candidates
running, there is a strong
possibility this year that an
Hispanic will end up as the
candidate. Up until now
Gene Green, anon-Hispan-
ic, has won the seat every
2 years since 1992, a testi-
ment to his responsiveness
to his constituents and their
needs. The first year, 1992,
he won by only 180 votes
out 0f 31,000 cast in a run-
off, but since then he has
had solid victories. The pop-
ulation of the 29th District
is approximately 758,000
people.

Since all the Democrat-
ic candidates but Javed
have Hispanic names and
heritage, it is likely that
this district will finally be

represented in Congress by
a Hispanic, and perhaps a
woman. State Senator
Sylvia Garcia laughs at so
many Garcias running, and
says “You're talking to the
real Garcia” when asked to
comment. Green has en-
dorsed Sylvia Garcia for the
position shortly after an-
nouncing his retirement.
One other possible candi-
date was State Represen-
tative Armando Walle, who
worked for Green for sev-
eral years, but Walle has
decided to return to the
State Legislature instead.

Two candidates will be
on the Republican prima-
ry ballot, Robert
Schafranek and Phillip
Aronoff. However, the vot-
ers in the district are heavi-
ly Democratic.

In District 2, retiring
Congressman Ted Poe’s
seat will be competed for by
Rick Walker, Kathaleen
Wall, David Balat, and six
other Republicans and five
Democrats.

Early voting for the Pri-
mary starts February 20th,
earlier than most other
states, and may determine
the outcome. It is expect-
ed that nearly halfthe votes
will be cast early.
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Fire Department Urges Citizensto be
Safe when using Heating Devices

With low temperatures,
the Houston Fire Depart-
ment urges citizens to be
careful and follow some
simple safety tips when
using space heaters, fire-
places and other supple-
mental heating sources.
Any shift away from the
exclusive use of central
heating presents an in-
creased possibility for fire.

Citizens should always
keep in mind that: Space
Heaters Need Space. The
Houston Fire Department
recommends the following
safety tips when using
supplemental heating
sources:

eMake sure you have a
working smoke alarm.

¢ Never leave children
unattended in a room with
a space heater

e Children knock over
space heaters especially if
they are placed on top of
wobbly tables or stools and
near where the children
play. Children may also
stick paper or toys in the
grates of the space heaters
especially gas space heat-
ers.

e Keep all combustible
materials, including your-
self at least 3 feet from the
heater

e Open face heaters
should have a screen

¢ Provide ventilation to
prevent carbon monoxide
poisoning

Vented Gas / Fired
Heating Appliances Tips -
Central heating units,

floor furnaces, recessed
wall heaters, and vented
space heaters.

¢ Inspect annually by a
qualified service techni-
cian.

¢ Do not use these type
units without a proper
vent pipe. Vent pipes must
exhaust to the outside!

e If your flame is not
blue, it is not burning prop-
erly. It is producing Car-
bon Monoxide, which can't
be seen, smelled or tasted.
Turn it off.

¢ Use flexible metal tub-
ing with threaded ends to
connect the heater to the
gas valve. There should be
a cutoff valve for the heat-
er at the wall. Never use a
rubber hose to connect a
space heater to the gas
valve!

e Use soapy water to
check all connections and
valves for leaks. NEVER
use a match to test for a
gas leak!

¢ Look for the American
Gas Association label and
follow the manufacturer's
recommendations for prop-
er usage.

Electric Heaters Tips

¢ Never overload outlets
or breakers

e Don't use extension
cords for the heater. If the
cord is hot to the touch,
turn off the heater and un-
plug it!

¢ Electric heaters per-
manently installed in the
wall or ceiling should have
lint and dust removed reg-

ularly. Lint and dust will
burn!

¢ Fireplace safety from
the National Fire Preven-
tion Association (NFPA)

According to the NFPA
While fireplaces often con-
jure up images of warmth
and comfort, they also rep-
resent a source of home
heating fires. Creosote - a
sticky, oily, combustible
substance created when
wood does not burn com-
pletely - rises into the
chimney as a liquid and
deposits on the chimney
walls, and plays a role in
nearly one-fourth (23%) of
all home heating fires each
year.

Just like a space heat-
er, keep anything that can
burn at least three feet
away from a fireplace, and
create a three-foot “kid-
free zone” around open
fires.

e Make sure the fire-
place has a sturdy screen
to stop sparks from flying
into the room

® Never leave a fireplace
fire unattended, particu-
larly when children are
present.

e Ashes should be cool
before putting them in a
metal container, and kept
at a safe distance from
your home.

e Make sure you open
your fireplace flue, if appli-
cable. There have been
several fires this month be-
cause citizens left the flue
closed.
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The NORTHEAST NEWS was founded
to bring you news and advertising
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in Northeast Houston - Aldine,
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We cover your family, your
neighborhood, your schools,

your businesses, your churches
and sports teams. In every way,
we try to serve you for all time
in photos and text.

High Speed Internet

$1 7
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Although the Northeast News is a free

paper, it is expensive to produce and distribute.
In lieu of a subscription, you may want to help us continue
this important community service with a contribution toward
the cost of producing this part of your life. Whether you
decide to help or not, we thank you for your continued
reading of our local newspaper.
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