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DANCE TOWN
Come Checkout One of Houston’s Largest Bingo Halls

7214 Airline
713-MY BINGO (692-4646)

(between Parker & Little York)

WEEKLY GAME TIMES
•Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri & Sat Nights 7:30 p.m.

•Sundays 2:30 p.m.
Doors Open 2 1/2 Hours Before Game

Starts

Come Play Bingo For Fun • Win Money
All prizes are per session (playing 2 sessions)

BINGO PRIZES

$1DOLLAR
NIGHT

MONDAY & FRIDAY

NIGHTLY

$5,000

12 Cards - $1 • 9 Cards - $1 • 2-6 Cards - $1

EVERY DAY LOW PRICES
$5 - 12 Cards
$7 - 24 Cards
$9 - 36 Cards

$10 - 60 Cards
$1 - add one
        after 60

PLAY FOR ONLY
Wed, Thur, Sat & Sun Only!

FOR LIMITED TIME! 9 card pkg. -
             3 games

$300

Make New Friends & Support These Charities:
VFW 9187, VFW 5619, K of C 8494, K of C 7901

3603 ALDINE MAIL RTE. • 281-442-8083

Choose Any 2 Carlos Dinners with

purchase of Two Soft Drinks OR

Not Valid on Friday – Coupon Expires 03/31/2018
Must present coupon before ordering

Dinner Special $13.95

MEXICAN
RESTAURANT

FAJITAS FOR 2 @ $17.95
with purchase of 2 drinks

If you are Hungry for Mexican Food
Come to the Best

✃

Happy Hour
Monday through Thursday

LUNCH SPECIAL
ENCHILADA PLATE $5.99

MONDAY-FRIDAY 11:00 AM TO 3:00 PM

MONDAYS & TUESDAYS
KIDS EAT FREE WITH PUR-

CHASE OF ADULT CARLOS DINNERS
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Your neighborhood groomer
at an affordable price!

Furrytails Dog Grooming
407 NOONDAY LANE, HOUSTON TX 77060

281-445-9780
www.furrytdg.com

Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sat 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

Services Available: • Flea & Tick Dips • Full Bath &
Blow Dry • Nail Trims • Hair Style per Your

Instructions • Teeth Brushing • Dog Accessories •

Aldine Bender

Aldine Mail

Noonday

Lillja

➢

Rodeo time Houston
Trail Riders, Parade, BBQ cookoff,
Entertainers, and professional Rodeo events

On February 24 Rodeo parade in downtown Houston marked the
beginning of three weeks of rodeo events at NRG stadium. The parade
included 13 trail riding outfits, and Mayor Sylvester Turner. The opening
day of the two week program was Tuesday, Feb. 27 with the popular
Garth Brooks as the opening act, and also will be the closing act on March
18.

   The recent school
shooting
in
Park-
land,
Florida
has
caused a
slight
uptick in
calls and
inquiries from concerned
parents whose children
attend several of the
different schools that
Harris County Precinct 3
Deputies patrol and
provide security.
   Recently, a juvenile
was detained at one of
those schools after
officials alerted the
campus deputy of a
threat made by the
student.
   Constable Eagleton is
committed to the safety
and welfare of the
students and staff at the
five school districts within
his precinct. “Children are
our most precious gift, it
is incumbent that parents
be involved, and monitor
the activities of their
children, especially on
social media.    Ultimate-
ly, safety is everyone’s
responsibility,” said,
Constable Eagleton.
   The current climate has
caused anxiety for many
parents, but Constable
Eagleton has implement-
ed enhanced safety
measures on all campus-
es. All deputies assigned
to patrol schools are
trained to respond to
emergency situations,
including active shooters,
and each district has an
established plan in place,
for emergency situations.
Visibility of law enforce-
ment has increased, due
to close patrols. Citizens
are urged to contact
dispatch to report any
suspicious activity by
calling 281-427-4791.

Constable
takes school
safety action

Harris County Attor-
ney Vince Ryan is fight-
ing to keep the opioid
lawsuit filed on behalf of
Harris County in a state
district court.

Ryan is opposing an ef-
fort by opioid drug dis-
tributors to move the
lawsuit to federal court.
He has filed a motion
seeking to have the case
returned to state district
court.

Three distributors—
McKesson Corporation,
Amerisource Bergen and
Cardinal—moved Harris
County’s lawsuit to feder-
al court.  They are also
seeking to have the law-
suit transferred to a fed-
eral court in Cleveland,
Ohio.  If they are success-
ful, Harris County’s mo-
tion to return the case to
state district court will be
ruled on in Ohio, not
Houston, and the case
will remain in Cleveland,

COUNTY ATTORNEY:
Opioid lawsuit against
three drug companies

Ryan said, resulting in a
substantial delay in pro-
ceedings.

“Harris County resi-
dents deserve justice in
their own court,” said
Ryan.  “Any delay such as
that associated with
transferring the case to
Cleveland is unacceptable

COUNTY ATTORNEY
VINCE RYAN

See Opioid Lawsuits,
page 8

Judge Stephens holds
“Boys Rock 2 life” camp

Primary Election is
Tuesday March 6

¡Ya esta
aquí,
el mejor
premio
para su
buen
gusto!
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Pan Riko

[

Pan Riko

Wednesday
4 Bolillos for $1281-442-1991

5216 Aldine Mail Rte.

Monica & Iliana

EAGLETON

Judge Joe Stephens, in
his courtroom setting, sees
the need to reach out to
young men to give them a
different setting to address
some of their nonacadem-
ic needs. Therefore, he is
sponsoring a “Life Skills”
c a m p  f o r  b o y s
within his juris-
diction.

On February
17th he held a
o n e - d a y  f u n
packed workshop,
that addressed
topics such as ap-
pearance,  han-
d l i n g  m o n e y ,
social skills and
more. Other topics
included Dating,
Etiquette, Sub-
s t a n c e  A b u v e ,
Men o f  Honor ,
Law Enforcement,
Success through
Accepting Respon-
sibi l i ty ,  Social
Skills, and Hy-

Mayor Turner was one of the
featured mentors at the camp.
Judge Stephens on the right.

giene.
In commenting on his

Boys Rock 2 Life Skills
Camp, Judge Stephens
said that mentoring youth
early in life leads to posi-

See CAMP, page 8

Battle for Congress in District 29

SYLVIA GARCIA TAHIR JAVED

HARRIS COUNTY –
Voters will have their say
this Tuesday, March 6th as
they vote in the Primary
Election, to choose candi-
dates for the November
general election.

Ballots will have candi-
dates for local, state, and
federal offices, except for
the president and vice pres-
ident.

Polls will be open Tues-
day, from 7am to 7pm. Vot-
ers should go to
www.harrisvotes.com and
enter their address in the
form, to determine where
they should vote.

Harris County Clerk
Stan Stanart has indicat-
ed that early voting shows
a surge in Democratic vot-
ers. He cited an increase of
100% for Democrats from
the previous election, and
a 15% increase for Repub-

licans.
The race with the most

local interest is TX29, the
Congressional seat given up
by the retiring long-time
legislator Gene Green.
Green is a Democrat, but
seven Democrats and four
Republicans will be on the
ballot in their respective
parties.

The leading candidate
for this seat has been State
Senator Sylvia Garcia, with
endorsements from Gene
Green, Armando Walle, lo-
cal labor unions, and many Seel ELECTION, page 8

other influential
organizations and
individuals. Gar-
cia has cam-
paigned on her
Hispanic Heri-
tage, women’s
rights, liberal im-
migration policy,
equal treatment

for all, including GLBT in-
dividuals, and accountabil-
ity for government bodies.

The possible strongest
opponent for Garcia is a
political novice, Pakistani
born Tahir Javed. He is a
healthcare businessman,
who has poured millions of
his own money into the
race. He has campaigned
hard, using public give-
aways at food drives, and
hurrican recovery events in
District TX-29,  to gain at-
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CITIZENSHIP
WORKSHOPS
•ST. CHARLES BORROMEO
CATHOLIC CHURCH
SATURDAY MARCH 24, 2018
REGISTRATION STARTS AT 9:00
AM
501 TIDWELL RD.  HOUSTON,
TX 77022.
•LONE STAR COLLEGE
GREENSPOINT CENTER
THURSDAY MARCH 29, 2018
REGISTRATION STARTS AT 4:00
PM
250 N SAM HOUSTON
PARKWAY E, HOUSTON, TX
77060
*PRE-REGISTRATION RE-
QUIRED, 281-799- 9076.

CITIZENSHIP
CLASSES 2018
•SATURDAY FEB. 3 TO MARCH
17
ST. CHARLES BORROMEO
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM (EVERY
SATURDAY – 8 WEEKS)
501 TIDWELLL RD.  HOUS-
TON, TX  77022
•SATURDAY FEBRUARY 3RD.
TO MARCH 31ST
EAST ALDINE DISTRICT
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM (EVERY
SATURDAY – 8 WEEKS)
5333 ALDINE MAIL ROUTE RD.
HOUSTON, TX 77039.
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA-
TION, PLEASE CALL 281-799-
9076 & 713-471-5832.

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

C O M M U N I T Y  /  S C H O O L    N E W S

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield

On Saturday, February
2 4  H a m b r i c k  M i d d l e
School was the location of
the Bonding Against Ad-
versity (BAA) Immigration
Forum.  BAA hosts these
forums regularly through-
out the year in an effort to
help families in the Aldine
community complete their
applications for citizenship
in the United States.  One
hundred twenty lawful
permanent residents were
present on Saturday to
take advantage of the ser-

Hinojosa Staff members voted Mrs.
Jeanetta Denman as the Teacher of the
Year for 2017-2018.  Mrs. Denman has
been at Hinojosa for over 10 years and
has taught Regular PK, Inclusion and
served as the school’s Skills Specialist.

Mrs. Denman will now go into  Aldi-
ne’s Teacher of the Year competition and

Immigration Forum held at Hambrick Middle School

Volunteers at Hambrick Middle School assist participants as they complete applications during the Bonding Against Adversity
Immigration Forum which was held on Saturday, February 24.

vices offered at the forum.
Dozens of volunteers were
also on hand to assist in
making the process as easy
as possible.  One of the vol-
unteers, Francisco Garcia,
is a teacher who once com-
pleted the process for citi-
zenship through a previous
BAA Immigration Forum.
Mr. Garcia was sworn in as
a US citizen during the
Naturalization Ceremony
on February 14th and is
now happy to help others
do the same.  Volunteers

like Mr. Garcia who return
to help more people are a
part of what makes this
event such a success.

Jessica Narvaez, BAA
liaison at Hambrick Mid-
dle School, worked with
volunteers along with the
BAA staff to ensure a
pleasant experience for the
participants.  Mariana
Sanchez, chief operating
officer of BAA, stated, “We
are ready to continue serv-
ing the Aldine community
through Hambrick Middle

Mrs. Denman to compete for
‘Teacher of the Year’ title

Mrs. Denman reads a Martin Luther King Jr. book to her
students in celebration of Black History Month.  Mrs. Denman
likes to teach her students how important it is to be treated
fairly in today's world.

School.”  She encouraged
all the teachers, custodi-
ans, bus drivers and any
employee in Aldine who
needs to complete their
application to take advan-
tage of this and future op-
portunities to begin their
citizenship process. BAA
offers free Citizenship
Preparation classes at
East  Aldine  Distr ic t .
These classes are conduct-
ed by volunteer Judy Hoya
who is a former Aldine

teacher.  “She goes extra
miles to help LPR’s to get
ready for their citizenship
interviews,” Ms. Sanchez
said of Ms. Hoya.

Mariana Sanchez ex-
pressed her appreciation to
the administrators and
staff at Hambrick for their
assistance in making this
a successful event. The
next Immigration Forum
a t  H a m b r i c k  M i d d l e
School will be held on May
19, 2018.

will be honored at a break-
fast in late March.

“Mrs. Denman is a pas-
sionate and dedicated ed-
u c a t o r  w i t h  a  d e e p
commitment to helping all
of her students achieve at
high levels,” said Ms. De-
nise Meister, principal.

Yianni Alepohoritis, an officer with the U.S. Department of
Education, visited Thompson Elementary School on
Wednesday, Feb. 28, along with representatives from Texas
A&M University to observe the school’s ELLA-V (English
Language and Literacy Acquisition-Validation) program.
Pictured with Mr. Alepohoritis, left, are A&M officials Dr.
Beverly Irby, Dr. Fuhui Tong, Dr. Rafael Lara-Alecio and Dr.
Cindy Guerrero. A number of Aldine ISD campuses participated
in ELLA-V from 2013-2017. Not pictured, Aldine ISD School
Assistant Superintendent Dr. Linda Rodriguez, who also took
part in the visit to Thompson.

U.S. Department of Education
official visits Thompson
Elementary School

NOTICE
DUE TO A CITY OF HOUSTON

WATER MAIN BREAK, PREMIERE
CINEMAS WAS CLOSED THIS

WEEKEND. CALL 281-874-1141 TO
VERIFY ITS REOPENING

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks ***Sorry No Passes             CLOSED CAPTION

**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6pm. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 • Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 pm

General Admission $7.50 • 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted  BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 • Theater 281-874-1141 • www.pccmovies.com

* DEATH WISH (R) 12:00pm, 2:30pm,
5:00pm, 7:30pm, 10:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
* RED SPARROW (R)
12:45pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 10:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
* EVERY DAY (Every Day Another Day)
(PG-13) 12:25pm, 2:45pm, 5:00pm,
7:25pm, 9:55pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
* GAME NIGHT (R) 12:15pm, 2:40pm,
5:15pm, 7:40pm, 10:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
BLACK PANTHER (PG-13)
12:30pm, 1:00pm, 4:00pm, 6:30pm,
7:00pm, 10:00pm, 12:00pm, 6:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
* BLACK PANTHER in Disney Digital 3D
(PG-13) 3:30pm, 9:30pm, 3:00pm, 9:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
BLACK PANTHER (PG-13)
12:30pm, 1:00pm, 4:00pm, 6:30pm,
7:00pm, 10:00pm, 12:00pm, 6:00pm
SPA-Spanish Dubbed; Stadium
Seating;CC-Closed Caption
* BLACK PANTHER in Disney Digital 3D
(PG-13) 3:30pm, 9:30pm, 3:00pm, 9:00pm

SPA-Spanish Dubbed; Stadium
Seating;CC-Closed Caption
EARLY MAN (PG)
12:00pm, 2:15pm, 4:30pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
SAMSON (PG-13)
1:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 10:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
THE 15:17 TO PARIS (PG-13)
7:00pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
FIFTY SHADES FREED (R) 12:10pm,
2:30pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm, 10:00pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
LA BODA DE VALENTINA (R)
12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
PETER RABBIT (PG) 12:30pm, 2:45pm,
5:00pm, 7:30pm, 9:45pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
PETER RABBIT (PG) 12:00pm, 2:15pm,
4:30pm, 7:00pm, 9:15pm
SPA-Spanish Dubbed;Stadium
Seating;CC-Closed Caption
DEN OF THIEVES (R)
12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption
JUMANJI: Welcome to the Jungle (PG-
13) 12:45pm, 3:45pm, 6:45pm, 9:45pm
Stadium Seating;CC-Closed Caption

SUNDAY–THURSDAY 3/4-3/8

Opens THURSDAY,  March 8
A WRINKLE IN TIME 3D (PG)
7:00  9:30
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(NAPSI)—Supply, af-
fordability, variety and
wholesomeness accurately
and uniquely describe
America’s highly efficient
food production system.
Thanks to the unparalleled
productivity and ingenuity
of U.S.farmers and ranch-
ers, millions of people here
and abroad benefit daily
from the fruits of their
land and labor.

That’s because one U.S.
farmer produces enough to
feed 165 people—106
Americans and 59 people
outside the country. Better
yet, Americans spend just
10 percent of their dispos-
able income on food, much
less than in all other devel-
oped countries.

Today’s consumers have
a tremendous variety of
nutritious products avail-
able for their families.
There’s an almost unend-

Recognizing America’s
food producers

ing choice of wholesome
foods to meet all tastes and
dietary needs—year-round
fresh, convenient frozen
and ready-to-eat, local and
traditional, organic and
specialty products.

Amazingly, only about
2.2 million farmers and
ranchers help feed and
clothe a constantly grow-
ing U.S. population of 326
million and a global popu-
lation of 7.6 billion. They
do so using less water, land
and other resources than
ever before. Sustainable,
modern practices and inno-
vative production technol-
ogies help bring safe,
abundant and affordable
food to tables around the
world, every day.

Each spring, National
Ag Day recognizes the ac-
complishments of Ameri-
ca’s food producers. On
March 20, consumers

across the country can cel-
ebrate the role farmers,
ranchers and agribusiness-
es play in feeding the world
while nurturing a healthy,
thriving planet.

According to the Agri-
culture Council of Ameri-
ca, the national
organization charged with
promoting National Ag
Day, this year’s theme is
Agriculture: Food for Life.
It demonstrates the in-
credible responsibility and
commitment farmers and
ranchers share in meeting
the ever-growing and
changing food and fiber
demands of consumers.

To learn more about
National Ag Day and how
America’s agricultural pro-
ducers proudly lead the
way in providing the essen-
tial Food for Life to the
world, visit
www.agday.org.

The recent shooting at a
Parkland, Florida high
school has opened the con-
versation and has many of
us struggling with what
needs to happen to prevent
another tragedy like this
from happening again. For
a young person to even
have such thoughts and
feelings is unimaginable.
To have them actually fol-
low through with these
heinous acts is chilling.
However, assigning teach-
ers the responsibility to
bear arms on campus as a
means of protection for
students and themselves is
not the answer to address
campus gun violence. The
risks of “collateral dam-
age” from armed teachers
in a shootout could result
in a more disastrous situ-
ation. While there is no
single best solution to
eliminate the risk of more
tragedies, we believe that
a compelling answer can
be found in the early detec-
tion and prevention of
mental health issues in our
children.

In a nationwide State of
Mental Health in America
- Youth Data report for
2017 ,  Menta l  Hea l th
A m e r i c a  f o u n d  t h a t
11.25% of U.S. teens and
pre-teens, aged 12-17, re-
ported suffering from at
least one major depressive
episode in the past year. In
Texas, 67.3% of young peo-
ple with major depression
did not receive any mental
health treatment. That
means that 6 out of 10 in
this age group, who have
depression and who are
most at risk of suicidal
thoughts, difficulty in
school, and difficulty in re-
lationships with others, do
not get the treatment they
need.

Clearly now, more than
ever, it is important that,

A driver died after a
high speed chase on Park-
er Road and Hardy Toll
Road, police said.

According to Houston
police, the fatal crash oc-
cured in the 6500 block of
Parker Road about 11:25
p.m. on Tuesday, February
27.

HPD North Patrol Divi-
sion officers attempted to
conduct a traffic stop on a
tan Toyota Corolla travel-
ing at a high rate of speed
and without headlights on

‘Plan While You Can’ campaign
aims to reduce crashes, save lives

AUSTIN – Each year in
Texas, more than half of
drivers involved in deadly
drunk driving crashes are
between the ages of 17 and
34. With many college stu-
dents and young adults
heading to Spring Break
destinations in the coming
weeks, the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation’s
“Plan While You Can”
campaign reminds them to
make a sober ride part of
their festivities.

“Enjoy Spring Break,
but do so responsibly,” said
TxDOT Executive Director
James Bass. “If you drink
and drive, you run the very
real risk of being killed or
destroying your future and
the lives of others. It’s ir-
responsible and just not

worth it.”
D u r i n g  l a s t  y e a r ’ s

Spring Break in Texas,
there were 410 crashes in-
volving young drivers who
were driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. Those
crashes killed 20 people
and seriously injured an-
other 48.

The “Plan While You
Can” campaign includes a
statewide tour featuring
an interactive dodgeball
game where participants
try to avoid incoming
“beach balls” as virtual
drinks are added to the
screen. As more drinks are
added, participants experi-
ence how drinking can
slow their reaction times
as on-screen avatars begin

responding more slowly to
their players’ movements.
The experience will visit
eight Texas cities during
March.

While drivers under the
influence of alcohol risk
killing or seriously injur-
ing themselves or others,
t h e y  a l s o  f a c e  u p  t o
$17,000 in fines and fees,
jail time and loss of their
driver ’s  l icense.  Visit
SoberRides.org to find al-
ternatives to drinking and
driving, such as:

• Designating a sober
driver, or calling someone
for a sober ride home.

• Contacting a cab or
ride-share service.

• Using mass transit.
• Spending the night.

Man dies in car crash
on Parker Road

in the area of Parker Road
and the Hardy Toll Road.
The driver refused to stop
and officers initiated a ve-
hicle pursuit.

The driver swerved out
of his lane in the 6500
block of Parker and struck
a concrete guardrail on the
right side of a bridge.  The
vehicle went over the
guardrai l ,  burst  into
flames and landed in the
bayou below.  The driver
was pronounced deceased
at the scene.

The identity of the male
victim, 33, is pending ver-
ification by the Harris
County Institute of Foren-
sic Sciences.  The HPD
Dive Team responded to
the scene to recover the
vehicle from the bayou.

As is customary in inci-
dents involving the death
of a suspect in the presence
of an HPD officer, this case
is also being investigated
by the HPD Homicide Di-
vision Special Investiga-
tions Unit.

Arming teachers with mental
health tools, not guns

as a society, we take the
mental health of school-
age children seriously, and
invest time, resources and
awareness for prevention
and early intervention. We
cannot afford to test an
“O.K.  Corra l ”  theory
against the wellbeing of
our children and the edu-
cators who work to teach,
protect and serve them.
Fighting gunfire with gun-
fire is not the answer.

P a r e n t s  s h o u l d  b e
aware that our schools are
at risk for this situation at
any school, at any time. In
the days since the Florida
shooting, there have been
at least five accounts of
young people in the Hous-
ton area making threats
against a school, outlining
plans for on-campus vio-
lence, and even bringing a
gun on campus, resulting
in high alerts and school
lockdowns.

Instead of  allotting
funding to have teachers
and other educators go
through special gun train-
ing, why not change the
system, making it manda-
tory and fiscally viable for
all teachers, counselors,
and others who work in a
Texas school district, to
learn to protect themselves
and students by using an
arsenal of early identifica-
tion and prevention tools
to identify, resource and
refer young people with
mental health concerns?

Significant strides have
been made in some dis-
tricts, but so much more
needs to be done all over
our state. We desperately
need to adopt system-wide
changes. Too many schools
in our state are sorely un-
der-resourced, when it
comes to behavioral health
issues, with some having
no counselors and others
only one counselor trained

to recognize mental health
concerns in young people.
The research shows that
expanding school counsel-
ing services in schools is
associated with improve-
ments in mental health
and behavior, but also in
student learning.

Children are living in
troubled times, and unfor-
tunately teachers and
schools bear the brunt of
many of these concerns. As
part of the solution in our
region, Mental Health
America of Greater Hous-
ton, through its Center for
School Behavioral Health,
works collaboratively with
26 public and charter
school districts and more
than 80 child-serving orga-
nizations, institutions of
higher learning, communi-
ty stakeholders, advocacy
groups, students and par-
ents, to develop and imple-
ment projects and policies
that promote the wellbeing
of school-age children, pre-
vent the downward trajec-
t o r y  o f  u n t r e a t e d
behavioral health con-
cerns, and appropriately
address the needs of chil-
dren with behavioral dis-
orders, as well as the needs
of children who have expe-
rienced trauma.

By working together
with concerned state offi-
cials, we can better sup-
port our public education
system to ensure that the
behavioral health and
wellbeing of all students
and educators are ad-
dressed through early de-
tection and prevention
programs.

Alejandra Posada,
M.Ed.

Interim President and
CEO

Mental Health America
of Greater Houston

Celebrate the grand re-
opening of Mercer Botanic
Gardens and browse a va-
riety of hard-to-find plants
during the annual March
Mart Plant Sale Saturday,
March 17 from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. at Mercer Botanic
Gardens.

Purchase a TMS mem-
bership to gain VIP early
access to the sale Friday,
March 16 from 4 p.m. to 7
p.m. or Saturday, March
17 from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.
“Mercer staff have worked

Mercer Botanics gardens celebrates
grand reopening with plant sale

Shoppers browse plants during the 2017 March
Mart Plant Sale.See Plant Sale, Page 8
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By Ed Sterling

By JESSICA GRESKO

WASHINGTON (AP)
— The Supreme Court on
Monday rejected the
Trump administration’s
highly unusual bid to
bypass a federal appeals
court and get the justices
to intervene in the fate of
a program that protects
hundreds of thousands of
young immigrants from
deportation.

The announcement
means the case affecting
“Dreamers” will have to
work its way through the
lower courts before any
Supreme Court ruling is
possible. The case could
also become moot if
Congress takes action in
the meantime. Right now,
however, efforts to
address the issue in
Congress have hit a
stalemate.

The Supreme Court’s
decision for now to stay
out of the case on the
Obama-era Deferred
Action for Childhood
Arrivals program, or
DACA, wasn’t surprising.
It’s highly unusual for the
Supreme Court to hear a
case before a lower
appeals court has consid-
ered it.

But DACA supporters
hailed the decision as a
significant — if only
temporary — win. Trump
said the case would now
be heard by an appeals
court and “we’ll see what
happens from there.”

“You know, we tried to
get it moved quickly
because we’d like to help
DACA. I think everybody
in this room wants to help
with DACA,” he said to
visiting governors. “But
the Supreme Court just
ruled that it has to go
through the normal
channels.”

DACA has provided
protection from deporta-
tion and work permits for
about 800,000 young
people who came to the
U.S. as children and
stayed illegally.

In September, Trump
argued that President
Barack Obama had
exceeded his executive
powers when he created
the program. Trump
announced he was ending
the program effective
March 5 and gave
lawmakers until then to
come up with a legislative
fix.

But in recent weeks,
federal judges in San
Francisco and New York
have made Trump’s
deadline temporarily
moot for people who have
sought and been granted
renewals; the rulings do
not extend to people who
are applying for the first
time. Judges issued
injunctions ordering the
administration to keep
DACA in place while
courts consider legal
challenges to Trump’s
termination. As a result,

Supreme Court
declines to decide fate
of ‘Dreamers’ just yet

U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services
resumed accepting and
processing DACA renew-
als in January, just as it
had before Trump’s
September announce-
ment.

The Trump adminis-
tration has not tried to
block the injunctions that
force it to continue
operating the program.
Though the March 5 date
is now moot, Greisa
Martinez, policy and
advocacy director for
United We Dream, said
DACA supporters
planned to demonstrate
in Washington on that
day in part to continue to
pressure Congress to act.

The Senate two weeks
ago blocked a bipartisan
bill offering Dreamers
potential citizenship and
providing $25 billion for
President Donald Trump
to build his proposed
border wall with Mexico.
A more conservative
House proposal that
sharply reduces legal
immigration and imposes
other restrictions has
languished short of the
GOP votes it would need
to pass, leaving its fate in
question.

The Supreme Court’s
announcement Monday
that it wouldn’t step in to
the case now means the
U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Ninth Circuit will
likely be the first appeals
court to weigh in on the
topic, the step before the
case would return to the
Supreme Court.

California Attorney
General Xavier Becerra,
who has led the multi-
state lawsuit in Califor-
nia to keep DACA in
place, cheered the
Supreme Court an-
nouncement Monday.

“It’s a victory for all
Dreamers, certainly a
great victory for Califor-
nia,” Becerra said during
a phone call with report-
ers. “It’s a victory for the
rule of law and it’s a
victory for our economy.”

The Ninth Circuit has
set no date to hear
arguments but has given
lawyers dates by which
they must file briefs that
run through April.
Andrew Pincus, an
attorney who represents
more than 100 businesses
that intervened in
support of DACA, said
June is probably the
earliest that the court
would rule.

Trump on Monday
didn’t seem to hold out
much hope of winning at
the Ninth Circuit,
criticizing the liberal-
leaning court by saying
“nothing’s as bad as the
Ninth Circuit.”

“I mean, it’s really sad
when every single case
filed against us is in the
9th Circuit we lose, we
lose, we lose and then we
do fine in the Supreme
Court,” he said.

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott on Feb. 21 sent
a letter to Texas Educa-
tion Agency Commis-
sioner Mike Morath
ordering immediate ac-
tion to ensure the safe-
ty of children in Texas
schools following the
multi-fatality shooting
at a Parkland, Florida,
high school on Feb. 14.

Abbott listed steps for
Morath and other state
education leaders to
take to respond to and
prevent such tragedies,
including:

— Catalog and share
all available informa-
tion from the Texas
School Safety Center on
school safety programs
and distribute this infor-
mation to all school dis-
tricts, charter schools
and education service
centers across the state;

— Ensure that all
Texas public schools
have completed their
statutorily required
school safety audits and
have submitted confir-
mation of these audits to
the Texas School Safety
Center;

— Publish on the Tex-
as Education Agency
website and via agency
press release a list of
any school districts that
have not completed the
statutory requirements
referenced in point two
above within 45 days;
and

— Work with the Tex-
as School Safety Center,
the Texas Department
of Public Safety and the
governor’s office to draft
recommendations to the
Texas Legislature on
changes to the school
safety architecture of
our state.

“All of Texas grieves
the tragedy that oc-
curred in Parkland last
week. As governor, I
take seriously the safe-
ty of all Texas residents,
and as an American, I
mourn the loss of 17 Flo-
ridians in a cruel and
senseless act of violence.
Immediate steps must
be taken to keep our stu-
dents and communities
safe, with the under-
standing that more will
be expected in the fu-
ture,” Abbott said.

State laws allow
marshals

Acknowledgement of
the threat of school
shootings came years
ago in the form of House
Bill 1009, a law passed
by the 83rd Texas Leg-
islature in 2013.

The law allows public
school districts and open
enro l lment  charter
schools to appoint school
marshals.

In 2015, the 84th Tex-
as Legislature passed
Senate Bill 386, to in-
clude public two-year
junior colleges in the list
of institutions that can
appoint school mar-
shals.

Governor orders action to
address safety at schools

And, in 2017, the 85th
T e x a s  L e g i s l a t u r e
passed House Bill 867,
a law that allows private
schools to appoint school
marshals.

According to the Tex-
as Commission on Law
Enforcement, “The sole
purpose of a school mar-
shal is to prevent the act
of murder or serious
bodily injury on school
premises and act only as
defined by the written
regulations adopted by
the school board/govern-
ing body.”

Abbott spares pris-
on inmate

Shortly before state
prison inmate Thomas
Bartlett Whitaker, 38,
was scheduled to die by
lethal injection on Feb.
22, Gov. Abbott signed a
proclamation commut-
ing the death sentence
to life in prison without
possibility of parole.

Abbott, in making the
proclamation, agreed
with a recommendation
by the Texas Board of
Pardons and Paroles.

Whitaker was con-
victed and sentenced in
2008 for conspiring to
kill his parents and
brother, but he did not
shoot  the  gun that
caused the murders of
his mother and brother.

DPS drone pro-
gram debuts

The Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety on
Feb. 15 announced the
launch of its “unmanned
aerial systems” pro-
gram.

Small ,  unmanned
aerial vehicles, generi-
cally referred to as
“drones” will be used for
a variety of public safe-
ty missions across Tex-
as,  including f l ight
missions related to offic-
er safety, search and
rescue, disaster support,
aerial observation sup-
port, crash reconstruc-
t i o n ,  c r i m e  s c e n e
photography and com-
munication tower in-
spections.

So far, the DPS said,
the program’s fleet in-

cludes 17 unmanned
aerial systems costing
the state an estimated
$70,000 and paid for
with existing funding,
grant funding or seized
funds.

AG pursues elder
fraud

Texas Attorney Gen-
eral Ken Paxton on Feb.
23 announced that his
office joined the U.S. De-
partment of Justice and
the National Associa-
tion of Attorneys Gener-
a l  i n  “ t h e  l a r g e s t
coordinated sweep of el-
der fraud cases in histo-
ry.”

The multi-state ac-
tions charged a variety
of fraud schemes, rang-
ing from mass mailing,
telemarketing and in-
vestment frauds to indi-
vidual incidences of
identity theft and theft
by guardians.

“Anyone can be a vic-
tim of fraud, but senior
citizens are targeted
more often by scammers
seeking to exploit some-
one for a quick buck,”
Paxton said. “Today’s
action is one of many
steps my office has tak-
en in the fight to protect-
ing  e lder ly  Texans
whose financial well-be-
ing is compromised by
nefarious characters,”
he added.

Joining Texas in the
coalition are the U.S.
Department of Justice,
Alabama, Florida, Iowa,
Kansas, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Nevada, New
York, North Dakota, Or-
egon and South Dakota.

How to see
actual
government
documents

(NAPSI)—You may
have been hearing a lot
about the workings of
your government and
its official documents
lately—but often
they’re much easier to
see than most people
realize.

That’s because the
Federal Depository
Library Program of the
U.S. Government
Publishing Office
partners with 1,150
nationwide federal
depository libraries to
provide the public with
free access to
U.S.government
documents and infor-
mational resources,
both current and
historic.

There are federal
depository libraries
throughout the United
States and its territo-
ries offering all sorts of
U.S. government
resources. Information
is available on such
subjects as science,
history, health, ca-
reers, the military,
statistics, travel,
citizenship, environ-
ment, education,
genealogy, and small
business management,
among others.

The libraries also
provide access to
official U.S. govern-
ment documents from
the Congress, federal
agencies, the White
House, and the
U.S.courts.

They come in a
variety of formats
including databases,
U.S. government
websites, e-books, print
books, maps, journals,
periodicals, handbooks,
pamphlets, charts and
more.

In addition, federal
depository librarians
can provide expert
research assistance to
help you make the
most of these U.S.
government informa-
tion resources.

To find a nearby
federal depository
library, go to http://
catalog.gpo.gov/fdlpdir/
public.jsp.

To find a particular
U.S. government
document, search for it
online using the
Catalog of U.S. Govern-
ment Publications. You
can then locate a
library that has your
document or link to it if
it’s available online at
https://catalog.gpo.gov.
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C H U R C H    L I S T I N G S

All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SEMI-RETIRED
Handyman will do
carpentry, painting,
roof repairs, mobile
homes, pressure
washing. Lifetime
Houstonian.
713-754-0923. Don.
         16-tfn

DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS,
Class-A CDL: In-
creased Pay & New
Trucks!!! Dedicated
Routes! No CDL? No
Problem! Call Swift
Today! 855-292-
2945.

                  6-4

Custom Decorated Burn
Barrels with Handles &

Air Holes & Drains
(Texas, Stars, or Longhorn

artwork)
BURNS GOOD!

See at  Jed’s Hardware,
or Call 281-352-4377

BURN BARRELS

MISC FOR SALE MISC FOR SALEMISC FOR SALE

LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a local

newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches more readers in
your area, and costs much less. Rates are $10.00 per column inch,
plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢ per word plus affidavit. We can give
you an exact quote if required. Please call or email for assistance.
Thank you for supporting our community and keeping our dollars
local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

 713-266-3444     email: nenewsroom@aol.com

Classifieds Ads
713-266-3444

Take Pride
in our

Community
Keep it
Clean
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CLASSIFIEDCL
AS

SI
FI

ED

BAPTIST:
• Betania Baptist Church, 11450
Turn St. 281-442-4258
• Center of Life Baptist Church,
11250 Bentley St. 281-442-5433
• De Priest Baptist Church, 5609
Mount Houston Rd. 281-449-0774
• Esperanza Baptist Church,
14710 Mill Rd. 281-227-0123
• First Baptist Church Kinwood,
5538 Lauder Rd. 281-442-3823
• First Baptist Church N. Houston,
4422 Lauder Rd. 281-449-7201
• First Unity Baptist Church, 2110
Aldine Bender Rd. 281-445-7379
• Grace Missionary Baptist
Church, 1823 Aldine Mail Route.
281-442-7137
• Greater Purelight Missionary,
12330 Vickery St. 281-987-1980
• Harmony Baptist Church, 1325
Lauder Rd. 281-442-3444
• Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist,
4730 Gaston St. 281-442-2947
• New Beginning Baptist Church ,
10921 Foy Ln. 713-696-9249
• New Mt. Olive Baptist Church,
4706 Mount Houston Rd. 281-
227-6885
• Parkwood Baptist Church
P.O. Box 60143. 281-442-5359

• Sonrise Community Church
P.O. Box 111581. 281-449-0994
• South Aldine Baptist Church
2121 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-442-
3124

CATHOLIC:
• St. Leo the Great Catholic
2131 Lauder Rd. 281-449-2344

CHRISTIAN
•Faith Christian Center
10118 Tidwell Rd. 281-459-1709

CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST
•Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, 65 Melbourne Street.
281-799-6289.

CHURCH OF THE NAZA-
RENE:
• Woodsdale Church of the Naza-
rene, 4903 Hollybrook Ln. 281-
442-4107

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS:
• Jehovah’s Witnesses
4416 Mohawk St. 281-442-1612

LUTHERAN:
• St Luke’s Lutheran Church,
11025 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
442-2180
•Beautiful Savior Lutheran
Church, 215 Rittenhouse. 281-
445-2203
•Our Redeemer Lutheran Church,
215 Rittenhouse. 713-694-7433

METHODIST:
•Aldine First United Methodist
Church, 4623 Aldine Bender Rd.
281-442-4961
• Hil lcrest United Methodist
Church, 4234 Mount Houston Rd.
281-442-7164
• Love United Methodist Church,
11255 Eastex Fwy. 281-590-9294
•El Mesias United Methodist
Church, 406 E. Rittenhouse St.
713-699-8990

PENTALCOSTAL:
• Calvary Pentecostal Church of
God, 3122 Hopper Rd. 713-694-
6112
• Iglesia Pentecostal Unida, 2410
Bertrand St. 281-590-5187
• Temple of Salvation, 4906 Haile
St. 281-987-2655

PRESBYTERIAN:
•Westminster Church
14050 Aldine Westfield Rd.
281-442-7210

SPANISH-SPEAKING:
• El Monte Calvario Church
P.O. Box 11726. 281-987-1174
• Iglesia de Dios Santidao
11721 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
219-0707
• La Iglesia de Dios Santa Sion
2332 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-449-
0536
• Manantial de Vida
2810 Lauder Rd. 281-442-7709
• Primera Iglesia Bautista
13380 Korenek St. 281-590-5642

NON-DEMOMINATIONAL/
OTHER
• Aldine Christian Church
2233 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-442-
9751
• Apostolic Bible Ctr.
P.O. Box 8569. 281-442-5171
• Bethel Community Church
2414 Lauder Rd. 281-449-1473
• Church of the Living God
4422 Hopper Rd. 281-219-3853
• Church the Lord Jesus Christ
11268 E. Hardy Rd. 281-442-0303

•Church of the Lord Jesus Christ
9407 Crofton St. 713-631-7339.
• Emmanuel Deliverance Temple
4718 Littlecrest Rd. 281-987-9166
• Grace Restoration Church
13223 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
449-5996
• Houston Restoration Church
1831 Hartwick Rd. 281-227-6260
• Houston Revival Temple
5801 Mary Francis Dr. 281-987-
3305
• Jesus Center, 11742 Aldine
Westfield Rd. 281-590-3216
• Monument of Faith Church-God
2233 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-442-
2002
• New Covenant Missionary
Church, 2202 Aldine Bender Rd.
281-987-7170
• North Central Assembly of God,
13703 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
907-6609
• Pillar of Glory, 14341 Lee Rd.
281-449-6404
•Sabbathay Kingdom, 4034 Linder
St. at Kelley and Hirsch Rd., Hous-
ton, 77026. 713-635-3025.
• Temple de Poder, 10912 Aldine
Westfield Rd. 281-372-1060
• Tomb of Jesus, 1301 Aldine Mail
Rt. 281-987-1371

• Word of Deliverance Life Ctr
4001 Darwin St. 281-227-0700
• Phuc Vien Temple, 14101 East-
ex Fwy. 281-449-1900
• Gospel Shop
14341 Lee Rd. 281-227-8898
• Jimmie Guillory
13120 Luthe Rd. 281-449-6016
• Dynamic Global Interprises Inc.
2201 Little York Rd. 713-695-9830
•The Shelter Church, 4102 Laud-
er Rd. 281-846-4538

Corrections or additions can be
sent to nenewsroom@aol.com,
attn. Church Listing or by calling
713-266-3444.

www.facebook.com/
NENewsroom
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Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

ANDY
ELIZARDO
PLUMBING

Master Plumber
All types of

Plumbing Repairs
and Drain
Cleaning.

Discount for Seniors.
CALL for FREE

ESTIMATE
281-441-3390

17-4 TFN

PLUMBING

REAL ESTATE

14-tfn

503 W. Bertrand, Houston, Tx. 77037
281-445-0104

Texas 5th Star Realty Inc.

For all you real estate needs call
Linda Taylor Flores, Broker

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

HALL FOR RENT
$550 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392

PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

THIS WEEK’S

FEATURED BUSINESS

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

HALL FOR RENT

VFW POST 581
27 Farrell St.

713-697-7273
HALL FOR RENT
1/2 Hall $500, Whole Hall $700

BINGO
Every Tues, Thur. & Sun.47-tfn

Patio
available -
Childrens’

Parties

TREE SERVICE

08-tfn

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

C H U R C H    P A G E
Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 281-449-9945

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Mariana Sanchez, Director
713-471-5832

marianas@bondingagainstadversity.org

One on One Program for Students with
Potencial • Immigration Education and Integra-

tion Program • Citizenship Classes

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788

832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free EstimatesRaul Gonzalez

Siding & Contracting

281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted=

RENT/LEASE

TRAVEL TRAILER
$100 /week. Most
bil ls paid. 14517
Reeveston, Houston.
281-904-2727,
281-638-0598.
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RENT/LEASE

ALL BILL PAID,
2131 Cromwell St.,
Houston, TX 77093
Apt. A. 2 bedroom
apartment, freshly
painted. NO PETS!
$250 weekly, $400
deposit. Shown by
appointment only.
713-882-5709.

                9-2

Classifieds Ads
713-266-3444

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE
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HALL FOR
RENT

281-442-0578

Seats
Approximately
125 Persons

American Legion
Post 578

3415 Aldine Mail Route

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Habakkuk in
the Old or New Testament or
neither?
2. From Nehemiah 10,
what's the most common
starting letter of the 87
names listing priests, Levites,
chiefs and fathers? C, B, T, H
3. Which book may be
summarized, "The end of the
world as we know it."?
Proverbs, Ephesians, 2 Peter,

Revelation
4. How did Jesus enter
Jerusalem during the
"Triumphal Entry"? On foot,
Carried by slaves, On donkey,
In golden chariot
5. Which prophet foretold
the ministry of John the
Baptist? Levi, Isaiah, Aaron,
Mordecai
6. From 1 Chronicles 20,
Elhanan slew Goliath's ...?
Father, Brother, Mule, Oxen

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) H; 3)
Revelation; 4) On donkey; 5)
Isaiah; 6) Brother

RECENT DEATHS

Hector Garcia
Ignacio Perez Medina
Gretta Sue Bruce
Rev. Billy Joe Word
Supersad Ramnarine

Ifay St. Andrew
Peggy Joyce Tatum
Jurdis Rowena Clark
Herlinda Rodriguez
Karen Dolores McKeague

HALL FOR RENT

VFW POST 581
27 Farrell St.

713-697-7273
HALL FOR RENT

1/2 Hall $500, Whole Hall $700

BINGO
Every Tues, Thur. & Sun.

47-tfn

Patio
available -
Childrens’

Parties

www.nenewsroom.com

www.facebook.com/NENewsroom

Commercial
Printing

Call for a Quote

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555 TREE SERVICES

FREE Estimates  • Over 20 years Exp.

Mr. Lopez TREE SERVICE
 *AFFORDABLE PRICES *

Removal, Cutting, Pruning,
Trimming, Topping,

Stump Grinding

J. Lopez 281-827-5978 Call or Text

10-
TFN

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print
Newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555
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Opioid Lawsuits,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and imposes a burden
upon the Harris County
taxpayers.”

County Attorney Ryan
filed suit December 13,
2017, against drug man-
ufacturers and distribu-
t o r s ,  d o c t o r s  a n d  a
pharmacist for their roles
in promoting the opioid
epidemic that has, accord-
ing to the lawsuit, cost
Harris County residents
their health and even
their lives and cost tax-
payers millions to pay for
healthcare and law en-
forcement. The County
Attorney’s office reports
that jail costs associated
with opioid addiction are
currently approximately
$216,000 a day in Harris
County.  The suit accuses
the defendants of creating
a public nuisance, con-
spiracy and neglect.

 Ryan’s lawsuit main-
tains that the defendants
knew that the use of opi-
oids had the potential to
cause addiction and oth-
er health maladies.  Driv-
en by profit, the suit says
the defendants engaged
in a campaign of lies, half-
truths and deceptions to
create a market that en-
couraged the over-pre-
scribing and long-term
use  o f  op io ids ,  even
though there was no sci-
entific basis to support
such use.  Unfortunately,
the suit says, the cam-
paign worked and result-
ed in an exponential
increase in opioid abuse,
addiction, and death.
That increase required
Harris County to expend
its limited resources to
help those affected by this
crisis and protect the
community from harms
associated with the opio-
id epidemic.

Ryan points out that
McKesson is one of the
largest drug distributors
in the world and was
fined $13 million dollars
in 2008 and $150 million
dollars in 2017 for failing
to report suspicious sales
and suspicious orders of
opioids.  Also, Amerisour-
ceBergen has paid $16
million dollars for im-
proper behavior in its role
as a distributor of opioids,
and Cardinal settled with
the State of West Virgin-
ia in 2012 for failing to
report suspicious orders
of controlled substances.

“As I said when I an-
nounced the lawsuit,
these companies have re-
peatedly placed profits
above people,” said Coun-
ty Attorney Ryan.  “The
wrongful removal of this
case demonstrates a con-
tinuation of that philoso-
phy  and  a  des i re  to
frustrate the judicial pro-
cess by denying the resi-
dents of Harris County
the right to have this case
determined by Harris
County residents in the
county where the harm
occurred.  The 133rd Dis-
trict Court is where this
case belongs, not Cleve-
land, Ohio, where the de-
fendants are attempting
to have this case trans-
ferred.

“This same tactic was
attempted unsuccessfully
in Hopkins County, Tex-
as, where it was sum-
marily dismissed by the
federal court to which it
was removed,” Ryan ex-
plained.  “We will fight for
the same right for Harris
County.”

C O M M U N I T Y    P A G E

hard to recover plants in
preparation for our grand
reopening,” said Mercer
Interim Director Jim Nut-
ter. “Even if you’re not in
the market for new plants,
we encourage you to see
how renovations are pro-
gressing.”

The event marks the
first time Mercer’s East
Side Gardens have opened
to the public since Hurri-
cane Harvey. With hun-
dreds of plants to explore,
this premier event offers
tax-free shopping with no
admission charge. Fea-
tured items include vi-
brant tropical gingers,
special selections of Mer-
cer-grown plants, Gulf
Coast natives, and mon-
arch butterfly host plants,
such as native and tropical
milkweed.

Plants will be organized
throughout Mercer in the
following groups: annuals
and perennials, gingers,

Plant Sale,
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native plants, herbs and
vegetables,  trees and
shrubs, and shade plants.
Vendors with tropicals,
ferns, and carnivorous
plants will also be on site.

March Mart began in
1974 as a fundraiser fea-
turing plants donated by
local garden club members
in old coffee cans and milk
cartons. Since then, it has
grown into one of the larg-
est plant sales in the Gulf
Coast region. March Mart
now offers nearly 1,200
species of plants on a site
spanning several acres.

Attendees are encour-
aged to bring their own
wagons to transport pur-
chases, as only a limited
number of wagons are
available for use on a first-
come, first-served basis. A
large plant holding area
will be available to allow
multiple wagon loads.

The sale is sponsored by

TMS, a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization, and is oper-
ated by more than 150 vol-
unteers, many of whom
work year-round on plant
committees to research,
propagate, and care for the
plants sold at March Mart.

Interested in learning
about the volunteer oppor-
tunities at Mercer? Discov-
er the many ways to offer
your time and talent by
visiting www.hcp4.net/
community/parks/mercer/
volunteering.

With leadership from
Commissioner R. Jack Ca-
gle, Mercer Botanic Gar-
dens is a Harris County
Precinct 4 Parks facility
located one mile north of
FM 1960 at 22306 Aldine
Westfield Road in Humble,
77338. For more informa-
tion, contact Mercer at
713-274-4160 or  visit
www.hcp4.net/community/
parks/mercer.

tive youth devel-
opment.

The camp was
h e l d  a t  t h e
Northshore Mid-
dle School. For
i n f o r m a t i o n
a b o u t  f u t u r e
camps, contact
Lunetta Mitchell
at 832-388-7155
or  emai l  boys
c a n r o c k 2 @
gmail.com

BOYS ROCK 2 CAMP,
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tention and make friends
with the voters. If Javed
makes a strong showing,
and with six others on the
Democratic ballot, there
will probably need to be a
runoff election on May 22.

In Texas alone, eight
seats are open, and the ones
of most interest in this area
area TX29, Gene Green’s
seat, and TX2, Ted Poe’s
seat.

Green is a Democrat, but
seven Democrats and four
Republicans will be on the
ballot in March for this
position.

Poe is a Republican, and
nine Republicans and five
Democrats will try to win
a spot on the November
general election for this
posotion.

Also contested in the
primary and general elec-
tion will be Senator Ted
Cruz, up for re-election af-
ter his first six year term.
He is opposed by four Re-
publicans, and three Dem-
ocrats including front-run-
ner Beto O’Rourke from El
Paso.

These elections have
national significance, as the

ELECTION,
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House and Senate could
lose their Republican ma-
jorities in November.

Another interesting Tex-
as race is the governor,
where 10 Democrats are
running in the primary to
oppose Governor Greg Ab-
bott, and two Republicans.

Because of the large
numbers of candidates run-
ning in each of these rac-
es, it is anticipated that
there will be a run-off elec-
tion in some, which is sched-
uled for May 22.

Candidates for the TX29
seat given up by retiring
Congressman Gene Green
include Democratic front-
runner State Senator
Sylvia Garcia, real estate
agent Dominique Garcia,
Houston Attorney Roel
Garcia, school teacher Hec-
tor Morales, and Beaumont
and Houston area business-
man Tahir Javed.

The  29th District was
originally set-up to repre-
sent the 77% Hispanic pop-
ulation in that area of Har-
ris County, and runs from
Greenspoint and Aldine
through East Harris Coun-
ty and Pasadena. It in-

cludes all of the cities of
Galena Park, Jacinto City,
and South Houston, and
parts of Baytown, Houston,
and Pasadena. With all the
Garcia-named candidates
running, there is a strong
possibility this year that an
Hispanic will end up as the
candidate. Up until now
Gene Green,  a non-Hispan-
ic, has won the seat every
2 years since 1992, a testi-
ment to his responsiveness
to his constituents and their
needs. The first year, 1992,
he won by only 180 votes
out of 31,000 cast in a run-
off, but since then he has
had solid victories. The pop-
ulation of the 29th District
is approximately 758,000
people.

Since all the Democrat-
ic candidates but Javed
have Hispanic names and
heritage, it is likely that
this district will finally be
represented in Congress by
a Hispanic, and perhaps a
woman. State Senator
Sylvia Garcia laughs at so
many Garcias running, and
says “You’re talking to the
real Garcia” when asked to
comment. Green has en-

dorsed Sylvia Garcia for the
position shortly after an-
nouncing his retirement.
One other possible candi-
date was State Represen-
tative Armando Walle, who
worked for Green for sev-
eral years, but Walle has
decided to return to the
State Legislature instead.

Three candidates will be
on the Republican prima-
ry ballot ,  Robert
Schafranek, Carmen Mon-
tiella and Phillip Aronoff.
However, the voters in the
district are heavily Demo-
cratic.

In District 2, retiring
Congressman Ted Poe’s
seat will be competed for by
Rick Walker, Kathaleen
Wall, David Balat, and six
other Republicans and five
Democrats. Although Wall
is endorsed by Governor
Gregg Abbott, she has not
garnered much of a follow-
ing among voters.

Early voting for the
Primary started February
20th, earlier than most
other states, and may
determine the outcome. It
is expected that nearly
half the votes will be cast
early.

Judge Joe Stephens, center, with some of
the mentors and instructors at the Boys
Rock 2 Camp last Saturday.

Signing in at the lobby, almost a
hundred youth attended, and got to
hear Mayor Sylvester Turner give the
Keynote address.


