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NEWS
NOTES

Nadine
Kujawa Senior
Citizen Gala
   Aldine Council of PTAs,
Aldine ISD and Grandpar-
ents Raising Grandchildren
presents this annual Senior
Gala. Monday, December
10, 2018 from 10 am - 1
pm at M.O. Campbell
Arena located at 1865
Aldine Bender, Houston,
TX 77032. All seniors
welcoem (lunch will be
provided). Please R.S.V.P.
by December 7 to Shirley P.
Reed at
shirleyportier@gmail.com

Toy Drive &
Open House
   Aldine Family Hope
Center is collecting new,
unwrapped gifts for boys
and girls ages newborn to
17 years old fo Bucker
Houston. Also in need of
wrapping paper, tape,
boxes, ribbon and bows.
Drop location: 4700 Aldine
Mail Rt.
OPEN HOUSE, December
11 from 11 am - 1 pm.

www.aldinedistrict.org

713-595-1226
Veronica Sanches,

Director of Services
VSanches@haweshill.com

713-595-1232
Richard Cantu,

Deputy Executive Director
5333 Aldine Mail Rt.
Houston, TX. 77039

911-Emergencies

713-221-6000
Dispatch

Aldine Storefront
281-449-6600

Capt. Ken Melancon
District II

DANCE TOWN
Come Checkout One of Houston’s Largest Bingo Halls

7214 Airline
713-MY BINGO (692-4646)

(between Parker & Little York)

WEEKLY GAME TIMES
•Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri & Sat Nights 7:30 p.m.

•Sundays 2:30 p.m.
Doors Open 2 1/2 Hours Before Game

Starts

Come Play Bingo For Fun • Win Money
All prizes are per session (playing 2 sessions)

BINGO PRIZES

$1DOLLAR
NIGHT

MONDAY & FRIDAY

NIGHTLY

$5,000

12 Cards - $1 • 9 Cards - $1 • 2-6 Cards - $1

EVERY DAY LOW PRICES
$5 - 12 Cards
$7 - 24 Cards
$9 - 36 Cards

$10 - 60 Cards
$1 - add one
        after 60

PLAY FOR ONLY
Wed, Thur, Sat & Sun Only!

FOR LIMITED TIME! 9 card pkg. -
             3 games

$300

Make New Friends & Support These Charities:
VFW 9187, VFW 5619, K of C 8494, K of C 7901

Texans look to move closer to AFC South
title against Colts: Chicago’s stout defense
looks to slow down explosive Rams

Mayor and County Judge
announce final round of Hurricane
Harvey Relief Fund grants

Early voting set for
Senate candidates

Early voting has start-
ed in Harris County, for a
candidate to replace Sylvia
Garcia in the state Senate,
District 6. Candidates in-
clude Democratic State
Representatives Ana Her-
nandez and Carol Alvara-
do, Democrat Mia Mundy,
and Republican Martha
Fierro.

The County Clerk has
posted the following times
and locations for Early Vot-
ing:

Hours of Operation
Unofficial - Pending
Approval

December 3rd -
December 7th
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

VOTING LOCATIONS:

6. Galena Park Library
1500 Keene Street
Galena Park, TX 77547

7. John Phelps
Courthouse
101 South Richey Street
Pasadena, TX 77506

8. Harris County
Scarsdale Annex
10851 Scarsdale
Boulevard
Houston, TX 77089

Ana Hernandez, Carol
Alvarado

9. Baytown Community
Center
2407 Market Street
Baytown, TX 77520

1. County Attorney
Conference Center
1019 Congress
Houston, TX 77002

2. Moody Park
Community Center
3725 Fulton Street
Houston, TX 77009

3. Ripley House
Neighborhood Center
4410 Navigation
Boulevard
Houston, TX 77011

4. HCCS Southeast
College
6960 Rustic Street
Houston, TX 77087

5. Hardy Senior Center
11901 West Hardy Road
Houston, TX 77076

KEENEY’s

KORNER
BY

MIKE KEENEY

The Friday after Thanksgiving
was a sad one for the City of
Houston and football fans in the
Bayou City when it was
announced that Texans owner
and founder Bob McNair had
passed away.

McNair will always be
remembered for bringing the
NFL back to Houston after the
Oilers departed for Tennessee
after the 1997 season. NFL
owners wanted a franchise in
Los Angeles to replace the
Rams, who had moved to St.
Louis, but McNair outbid LaLa
Land and the Texans were born.

My wife Sharon and I
attended the downtown rally in
September of 2000 for the
unveiling of the Texans logo. The
mood that day was full of joy and
happiness because Houston was
getting the NFL back and we all
had Mr. McNair to thank. He and
his family moved to H-town in

Your neighborhood groomer
at an affordable price!

Furrytails Dog Grooming
407 NOONDAY LANE, HOUSTON TX 77060

281-445-9780
www.furrytdg.com

Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sat 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

Services Available: • Flea & Tick Dips • Full Bath &
Blow Dry • Nail Trims • Hair Style per Your

Instructions • Teeth Brushing • Dog Accessories •

Aldine Bender

Aldine Mail

Noonday

Lillja

➢

1960 and he became huge fan of
the city and its sports franchises,
especially the Oilers.

But Mr. McNair was more
than just a shrewd and
successful businessman and
NFL owner; he was a generous
person who, along with his wife
Janice, donated approximately
$500 million to worthy causes in
the city. He did not appear to be
an intrusive owner like Jerry
Jones (full disclosure, I am a
huge Dallas Cowboys fan, but
even I get weary of Jerry’s antics

at times), but you can be sure he
knew what was going on with his
franchise and worked behind the
scenes with his management
team and his head coaches.

Since his death, it has been
widely reported that Mr. McNair’s
ultimate dream was to bring a
Super Bowl title to his adopted
home town and what a perfect
tribute that would be if this year’s
Texans could bring a Lombardi
Trophy home in February.

This city owes Mr. McNair a
huge debt of gratitude for having

the vision to return the NFL to
Houston. Rest in Peace, sir.

Now that the college season
has wrapped up, we will focus on
the NFL until the bowl season
begins later this month. This
week, the Texans will look to
extend their lead in the AFC
South when they host the red-hot
Indianapolis Colts on Sunday at
NRG Stadium. The Colts entered
last week’s game against
Jacksonville riding a five-game
winning streak. This game will
feature two of the league’s
hottest teams as the Texans won
their eighth straight two weeks
ago when they defeated
Tennessee 34-17 on Monday
Night Football. If they beat an
improving Cleveland team last
Sunday, the Texans would enter
this game riding a nine-game

See Explosive NFL,
page 5

HOUSTON - The Hurri-
cane Harvey Relief Fund is
disbursing its final round
of grants for aid and ser-
vices to local flood victims,
bringing the total of dis-
tributed charitable dona-
tions to $113.6 million to
assist about 190,000
households through 124
experienced and carefully
selected non-profit organi-
zations.

 The fifth and final
round of $3 million is go-
ing to 17 non-profits
groups that will provide
furniture, cash assistance
and other basic needs and
case management to qual-
ified victims.

The Fund was estab-
lished by Houston Mayor
Sylvester Turner and Har-
ris County Judge Ed Em-
mett in 2017 to provide
immediate, medium and
long-term disaster relief. It
is administered by the
Greater Houston Commu-
nity Foundation.

“The effects of Harvey
will be felt for years to
come,” added County

Judge Ed Emmett. “These
local nonprofit grantees
have strong track records
of supporting our commu-
nities. We’re confident that
they can make a real dif-
ference in the longer term.”

  “It’s been over a year
since Harvey, but there is

still work that needs to be
done to help people get
back on their feet,” Mayor
Turner said. “This last
round of funding strength-
ens our communities and
supports recovery across
the city.”

In preparation for this
round of grant making, the
Fund surveyed organiza-
tions based in the hardest
hit communities to deter-
mine remaining needs. The
Fund also reviewed pub-
lished studies, and distri-
butions by other charity
funds, to ensure the final
round has maximum ef-
fect.

 “It was also important
to review the progress of
Round 3 and Round 4
grantees to identify chal-
lenges in service delivery
and determine the support
needed for Round 5 grant
recommendations,” said
Renee Wizig-Barrios, se-
nior vice president and

See Flood Relief Funds,
Page 8

¡Ya esta
aquí,
el mejor
premio
para su
buen
gusto!
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Pan Riko

[

Pan Riko

Wednesday
4 Bolillos for $1281-442-1991

5216 Aldine Mail Rte.

Customers enjoy fresh bread
at Pan Riko Bakery

ANA HERNANDEZ: “Early voting is finally here! We
have a chance to elect new leadership in the Texas
Senate that will continue the fight for a living wage,
full-day pre-k in schools, affordable health care for
all, DREAMers, the programs our veterans deserve,
and prepare Texans for good-paying jobs.
As our campaign ramps up for the finish line, I'm
honored to have the support of Mayor Sylvester Turner
and labor leaders.”

Houston Mayor and
labor leaders stand with
Ana Hernandez

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks ***Sorry No Passes             CLOSED CAPTION

**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6pm. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 • Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 pm

General Admission $7.50 • 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted  BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 • Theater 281-874-1141 • www.pccmovies.com

* The Possession of Hannah Grace (R) -
12:30pm, 2:45pm, 5:00pm, 7:15pm,
9:30pm
Stadium Seating
* CREED II (PG-13)
12:15pm, 3:15pm, 6:15pm, 9:15pm
Stadium Seating
* CREED II (PG-13)
12:00pm, 3:00pm, 6:00pm, 9:00pm
Spanish Subtitled; Stadium Seating
* RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET (PG)
12:30pm, 6:30pm
Stadium Seating
* RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET (PG)
12:00pm, 5:10pm
Spanish Dubbed; Stadium Seating
* RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET in
Disney Digital 3D (PG)  3:30pm, 9:15pm
Stadium Seating
* RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET in
Disney Digital 3D (PG) 2:30pm, 7:50pm
Spanish Dubbed; Stadium Seating
* ROBIN HOOD (PG-13)
12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating
FANTASTIC BEASTS: The Crimes of
Grindelwald (PG-13)
12:00pm, 6:00pm
Stadium Seating
* FANTASTIC BEASTS: The Crimes of
Grindelwald 3D (PG-13)
3:00pm, 9:00pm
Stadium Seating

INSTANT FAMILY (PG-13)
12:45pm, 3:30pm, 6:15pm, 9:00pm
Stadium Seating
WIDOWS (R)
12:15pm, 3:15pm, 6:15pm, 9:15pm
Stadium Seating
DR. SEUSS’ THE GRINCH (PG)
12:00pm, 4:30pm, 9:00pm
Spanish Dubbed; Stadium Seating
DR. SEUSS’ THE GRINCH (PG)
12:20pm, 4:45pm, 9:15pm
Stadium Seating
* DR. SEUSS’ THE GRINCH in 3D (PG)
2:30pm, 7:00pm
Stadium Seating
* DR. SEUSS’ THE GRINCH in 3D (PG)
2:15pm, 6:45pm
Spinsh Dubbed; Stadium Seating
NOBODY’S FOOL (R)
12:15pm, 2:45pm, 5:20pm, 8:00pm
Stadium Seating
* The Nutcracker and the Four Realms in
3D (PG) - 2:40pm, 7:20pm
Stadium Seating
The Nutcracker and the Four Realms
(PG) - 12:00pm, 5:00pm, 9:40pm
Stadium Seating
HALLOWEEN (2018) (R)
1:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating
VENOM (PG-13) - 12:30pm, 6:00pm
Stadium Seating
* VENOM 3D (PG-13) - 3:15pm, 8:45pm
Stadium Seating

FRIDAY–WEDNESDAY 11/30-12/5/18

LOCAL AGENCIES THAT
RECEIVED FUNDS, with
totals received:
-- Aldine Education
Foundation, $520,125
-- BakerRipley,
$13,800,000
-- Habitat for Humanity,
$2,400,000
-- Houston LISC,
$17,000,000
-- Lee College
Foundation, $10,000
-- North Channel
Assistance Ministries,
$1,000,000
-- Northwest Assistance
Ministries, $4,860,328
-- San Jacinto College
Foundation, $100,000
-- Sheldon ISD, $60,500
-- Salvation Army,
$660,000
-- YMCA, $245,000
-- YWCA, $4,548,324
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Computers are every-
where, changing every in-
dustry on the planet, but
only 35% of all high schools
teach computer science.
Girls and minorities are
severely underrepresented
in computer science class-
es, and in the tech indus-
try. Good news is, we’re on
our way to change this.

With the Hour of Code,
computer science has been
on homepages of Google,
MSN, Yahoo!, and Disney.
Over 100 partners have
joined together to support
this movement. Every Ap-
ple Store in the world has
hosted an Hour of Code.
Even President Obama
wrote his first line of code
as part of the campaign.

That’s why every one of
the 40,000 elementary and
middle students in Aldine
ISD are joining in on the
largest learning event in
history: The Hour of Code,Houston Mayor Sylvest-

er Turner delivered re-
marks at Hoffman Middle
School on Friday, Nov. 30
at the school’s “Dare to
Dream Big” rally. Hoffman
Middle School eighth grad-
ers and YES Prep Hoffman
eighth graders attended
the event, along with Aldi-
ne ISD and YES Prep ad-
ministrators and members
of the community. Pictured
with Mayor Turner were
Aldine ISD Superinten-
dent  Dr.  LaTonya M.
Goffney, left, and YES
Prep CEO Mark DiBella,
right. The Mayor shared
with the students his life
story how he rose from
humble beginnings to earn
a law degree, serve in the
Texas House of Represen-
tatives and now presides
as Mayor of the fourth
largest city in the United
State. “Dream big and big
things can happen to you,”

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield

Lanzate Houston
   Competencia de Plan de
Negocios, Diciembre 7,
2018, 6-9 pm, BakerRipley
East Aldine Campus, 3000
Aldine Mail Rt.

Successful
children
workshop
   Educational program
presented by Bonding
Against Adversity. A series
of programs to motivate
children become more
successful in school and in
life.
•Tue., Dec. 4, Discipline
without punishment.
   At Hambrick Middle
School, 4600 Aldine Mail
Rt, 77039 from 6 pm - 8
pm. Please call 281-799-
9076 for more informa-
tion.

COMMUNITY

CALENDAR

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner
delivers remarks at Hoffman MS
‘Dare to Dream Big’ rally

Mayor Turner said. “I am
looking at you to make a
difference. I want all of you
to dream big. When we
dream high, big things
happen.” Hoffman Middle

School Principal Jeana
Morrison-Adams and YES
Prep Hoffman School Di-
rector Chase Sander orga-
nized the event.

Aldine ISD joins mission to
introduce students to
computer science

during Computer Science
Education Week (Decem-
ber 3-9).

Middle school computer
science students will trav-
el to some elementary
schools across the district
to teach coding to students
in 1st- 5th grades.

December 4th: Caraway
Elementary and Conley
Elementary

December 5th: Harris
Elementary and Stephens
Elementary

December 6th: Marcella
Elementary and Parker El-
ementary

This will take place
from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
each day in the campus li-
braries.

The Hour of Code, orga-
nized by the nonprofit
Code.org and over 100 oth-
ers, is a global movement
that believes the students
of today are ready to learn
critical skills for 21st-cen-
tury success.

HOUSTON (Nov. 26, 2018)
– Using her own experience
with life on the streets, a
Houston Community College
student has produced a docu-
mentary she hopes will create
understanding and compas-
sion for America’s homeless.

Justice Butler’s documen-
tary, “Invisible,” shares the
stories of students who once
found themselves without
homes and focuses on their
harrowing experiences, and
the lessons they learned. “It’s
called ‘Invisible’ because
that’s how we see the home-
less,” Butler explains. “But
those people aren’t invisible.
They could be you tomorrow.
That’s the message I want
people to receive.”

Butler believes she is the
perfect person to deliver that
message. As a young woman,
she envisioned a bright career
in radio and entertainment. “I
thought I knew my future,”
Butler says.

Instead, she fell on hard
times. Butler ran out of mon-
ey, out of food, out of shelter.
“Turns out I didn’t know my
future,” Butler recalls. “I be-
came homeless.”

Butler lived in despair, but
never completely lost faith in
herself. Friends, former HCC
students, convinced her to
enroll at the college. “So,
that’s what I did,” Butler says.

www.NENewsroom.com

HCC student rises from
homelessness to
documentary producer

“I came to HCC and that’s
where this journey started for
me.”

Butler’s journey took her
to film classes at HCC and a
conference on student home-
lessness at Temple Universi-
ty in Philadelphia. She
learned her situation was not
unique. So, with encourage-
ment from an HCC professor
and fellow students, she de-
cided to make a documentary
about student homelessness.

Butler says, “I’m not the
only student who struggled.
There were many homeless
students who attended HCC,
as well as other colleges
throughout the nation.”

Butler says the documen-
tary was well-received at a
Temple University screening
and is being entered in film
festivals. She hopes to sched-
ule public screenings early
next year. Butler plans to
graduate from HCC in May,
2019 and views “Invisible” as
her legacy to inspire other
homeless students to make
the most of their talents.

“I really want to make sure
that when I leave, we have
students more involved in
shaping their lives,” Butler
says. “We know what we need
and “Invisible” allows others
to see what we need as well.”

Aldine ISD Superintendent LaTonya Goffney greets
Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner during the rally.

Mayor Sylvester Turner talks to students at Hoffman Middle School at ‘Dare
to Dream Big’ rally last friday.
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 Hang your Christmas
Card on our Tree

(This Ad is reduced in size. Your card will be twice as large– a Full Page)

We will publish your Card Ad in
our Christmas Editions

Dec.  11 and 18
For Details call 713-266-3444

(StatePoint) Want to
give back this holiday
season? There are many
ways to get into the char-
itable spirit. And if you
need some inspiration for
how to go about benefit-
ting those in your local
and global community,
consider the following
ideas.

Serve a Holiday Meal
Food is one of the most

fundamental ways to
show you care, and, deli-
cious food and the holi-
days go hand-in-hand.
Consider serving a warm
holiday meal to someone
who needs it.

There are many ways
to do this, such as prepar-
ing a meal at home and
delivering it to a sick or
elderly neighbor, inviting
a colleague or friend who
doesn’t have family in the
area to your home for a
holiday meal, or volun-
teering in a food pantry
to serve a meal to other
members of your commu-
nity. If these efforts are
not possible, look for a
canned food drive near
you and pick up some ex-
tra groceries to donate
when shopping.

Give Access to Safe
Water

Give a gift to a loved
one this season that’s not
only thoughtful for him or
her, but also benefits the
community at large. One
great way to do that is
through the gift of water.
Due to microplastics and
other common water con-
taminants, safe drinking
water is not necessarily a
given these days. Howev-
er, you can provide some-

3 ways to give back
this holiday season

one you love with at-
home and on-the-go ac-
cess to safe drinking
water with a LifeStraw
water filtration product.

Helping to reduce plas-
tic waste by providing an
alternative to single-use
bottles, you’ll be making
a  g l oba l  d i f f e rence .
What’s more, for every
LifeStraw product pur-
c h a s e d ,  i n c l u d i n g
LifeStraw Go 2-Stage
S p e c i a l  E d i t i o n ,
LifeStraw Universal and
LifeStraw Play, one child
in a community in need
receives safe drinking
water for an entire school
year. LifeStraw provided
its one millionth child
with safe drinking water
in Kenya in 2018. And
new special edition bot-
tles benefit the Conserva-
tion Alliance, a public
lands conservation orga-
nization, and LifeStraw’s
Safe Water Fund, which
supports natural disaster
victims by providing

them with safe drinking
water.

Give Life
Did you know that the

simple act of donating
blood can save a life? In-
deed, one pint of blood is
all that’s needed to save
three lives, according to
America’s Blood Centers.
Make an appointment at
a local blood bank. It
takes just about 10 min-
utes, and afterwards you
can feel good about the
potent ia l  d i f f erence
you’ve made.

Another way you can
be a life saver is by ensur-
ing you are a registered
organ donor. Use the hol-
iday season as an oppor-
tunity to add your name
to the National Donate
Life Registry.

Before stringing lights
or adding tinsel to the
tree, you can truly get
into the holiday spirit by
finding meaningful ways
to give back.

It’s that time again –
and if you brought home a
plant to decorate the home,
you’ll want it perky and
thriving for the next few
weeks at least.  So here are
a few tips that may help.
The two biggest factors
that will be issues are over-
watering and dry inside
air.  That sounds like a con-
tradiction!  You can kill
more plants by over-water-
ing than by rarely water-
ing; they just don’t like
sitting in water-logged soil
if they’re designed for life
in pots.  Plants DO
breathe, and if the air they
live in is too dry, they can’t
suck in enough moisture
for their good health, and
the ambient air will draw
moisture out of them to
boot.  To address the air
humidity, set the plants
near water, or perhaps in
a lovely glass bowl filled
with pebbles, with water
up to, but not touching, the
bottom of the pot.

 Next, we need care for
the newly purchased or
gifted plant.  Due to the
season, they come in a dec-
orative basket with a foil
outer layer, wrapped in rib-
bon.  They are moving from
greenhouses in optimum
conditions for color to our
homes with varying light
conditions, humidity lev-
els, and temperature vari-
ations.  Try to place them
in bright light, but ideally
not in a window.  Heat from
the sun hitting the glass
will shorten the life of the
plant.  Check the water
level daily at first so you
can establish a watering
schedule. After a few days
in your home, the top of the
soil will be fairly dry, and
may even start to pull
away from the edge of the
pot.  If this is the case, re-
move the plant from its foil
packaging, run about a cup
of water through the grow-
ing medium, and let it ful-

Celebrate the holiday
season with music, food,
crafts, shopping, and more
during Holiday in the Gar-
dens Saturday, Dec. 8 from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Mercer
Botanic Gardens.

This family-oriented
event offers a holiday mar-
ket, winter plant sale, and
a Children's Corner. At-
tractions include face
painting, a visit from San-
ta, and holiday-themed
crafts. Entrance is free,
and children’s activities
are available while sup-
plies last. Food, drinks, and

Holiday Plants in the Home
ly drain (no dripping from
the bottom) before you re-
place it into the foil basket.
Unless the growing medi-
um is very thin and porous,
you shouldn’t need to wa-
ter more than once a week,
perhaps only every other
week.

 After the holidays, re-
pot any plants you want to
save. Like it was just not-
ed, the growing medium in
greenhouse grown plants
is usually not suited for
long-term survival for
plants. You may be able to
successfully keep plants
alive in pots, but you need
to give them better soil to
work with.  Poinsettias are
well-known for having
lousy long-term survival,
but it’s due more to what
they were grown in at the
greenhouse.  Cheap, easy,
and fast kind of describes
the drive for poinsettia
growth by commercial
growers, so if you want
your baby poinsettia to
survive, give it something
worth wiggling its roots in.

 Do you have a Christ-
mas cactus that survived
from last year?  Christmas
cactus and poinsettias can
stay in pots or be planted
outside in protected areas.
Planting in the ground in
a protected area means
southern exposure; these
plants can freeze, so wait
till spring for this project.
If repotting needs to be
done, plant them in loose
soil, with a lot of organic
matter, and make sure
they can drain.  The cactus,
like poinsettias, set blooms
according to light cycles,
and need total darkness for
10-12 hours a day for
blooming. The cactus needs
this light blockage begin-
ning about September 1,
and the poinsettia about
October 1 for blooming at
Christmas.  Once the buds
form on the cactus, or the
red starts forming on the

poinsettia, they can be
treated to your home’s reg-
ular light schedule. And if
you do put the poinsettia
in the ground, you may
want to pinch it back a few
times during the year to
have it branch more. Poin-
settias will grow in this
area to over 6 feet, and
they will need that dark-
ness to bloom, so keep
them away from the porch
lights or plan on covering
them with something to
give them total darkness.

Gloxinias and cyclamen
are popular this time of
year. Think African violet
soil mix for these. Kalan-
choe and Christmas cactus
take a sandier soil.  They
also need less watering
than most of the holiday
group. Bromeliads take
their liquids in the cup,
thank you very much.
Rainwater or distilled wa-
ter is ideal.  All of these
plants mentioned so far
can do well all summer
long in very shady areas of
your porch or yard, except
for the poinsettia, which
will take all the sun it can
get.

Bulbs, like the narcissus
and amaryllis, can go di-
rectly into your flower
beds.  The narcissus usu-
ally naturalizes, and the
amaryllis nearly always
does.  Leave the green
stuff, but you can cut the
flower stem off.  A light
bulb fertilizer application
during the year will be
enough to take care of their
needs.  You can also just
plant them in the pot into
the flower bed, and dig up
the pot next winter to
bring them indoors, if you
prefer.

 You may have leftover
mums from Thanksgiving;
they do amazingly well in
the ground after they
bloom.  Cut the stems
down to about 2”.  They
will bloom and spread.

Holiday in the Gardens and
Winter Plant Sale at Mercer

holiday gifts are available
for purchase.

Volunteers are needed!
Anyone who would like to
volunteer or has questions
can contact Mercer’s Vol-
unteer Coordinator Jamie
Hartwell at
jhartwell@hcp4.net. New
volunteers must complete
a volunteer application,
available at www.hcp4.net/
mercer/volunteering.

With leadership from
Commissioner R. Jack Ca-
gle, Mercer Botanic Gar-
dens is a Harris County
Precinct 4 Parks facility

located one mile north of
FM 1960 at 22306 Aldine
Westfield Road in Humble,
77338. Harris County Pre-
cinct 4 programs serve peo-
ple of all ages regardless of
socioeconomic level, race,
sex, religion, national ori-
gin, or physical ability.

Anyone seeking addi-
tional information or re-
quiring special assistance
to participate in any pro-
gram should contact Mer-
cer at 713-274-4160 or
online at www.hcp4.net/
community/parks/mercer.
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

(StatePoint) Looking
for the “perfect gifts,”
paired with enticing
retail discounts and
deals, can pressure
holiday shoppers to
spend more than they
can afford. As a result,
consumers may max out
credit card limits or miss
payments, negatively
affecting credit scores. In
addition, store credit
cards may offer instant
discounts that are
tempting at the register -
- but that new applica-
tion could decrease your
credit score.

Not having enough
money for presents and
the strain holiday
shopping puts on their
finances are big causes of
anxiety for many con-
sumers, according to a
recent Experian survey.
However, many of these
same consumers seem to
be on the right track: in
the survey, respondents
listed several smart
financial resolutions,
including 28 percent who
want to improve their
credit scores, while
almost 50 percent said
saving more was a New
Year’s resolution.

But understanding
how your credit score is
calculated is critical.
With this mind, here are
some key factors:

• Payment history:
Accounting for roughly a
third of your credit score,
paying loans on time is
crucial; too many late
payments can decrease
your score.

• Balance: You never
want your credit card
balance to be higher
than 30 percent of your
credit limit -- on a single
card and across all of
them. Keep balances low
to keep your score high.

• Credit history:
Those who’ve never used
credit before will likely
have a low score, or no
score at all, while credit
accounts that have been
active for a long time
reflect positively on your
score, as does a healthy
mix of accounts, such as

having a mortgage, a few
credit cards and auto
loans.

• Staying out of hot
water: Many people
believe that financial
transactions like rent,
utility and telecommuni-
cations payments impact
credit scores, but in fact,
these are not factored in
by many scoring compa-
nies. However, if you
don’t pay bills and they
get turned over to a
collection agency, this
could affect your credit
score. Severely delin-
quent accounts are often
reported to the credit
bureaus.

“While it’s fun to give
to others during the
holidays, make sure to
give yourself the gift of
not getting into debt,”
says Rod Griffin, director
of Public Education at
Experian. “Stick to a
shopping budget. Only
use credit cards for an
amount you can pay off
and pay the bill in full on
time. You’ll lose your
cheer quickly after the
New Year if you face a
mountain of debt.”

A positive credit
profile and history of
using credit smartly can
open up financial
opportunities, like
getting a car loan or
home mortgage. There
are clear benefits to
building your credit file,
but if you don’t build it
responsibly those gains
won’t be felt. To plan for
the holidays and 2019,
visit experian.com/
education for informa-
tion about credit scores,
as well as personal
finance tips.

“Credit is a tool to be
used wisely,” adds
Griffin. “If you check
your credit score regular-
ly and make strategic
decisions on when and
how much credit to use
in the short-term, it will
benefit you when you
absolutely need credit to
make a large purchase or
for an emergency
expense.”

Avoid the Naughty List:
Don’t Let the Holidays
Ruin Your Credit

AUSTIN — Texas has
its lowest unemployment
rate in more than 42 years.

The Texas Workforce
Commission on Nov. 16
announced that Texas’ sea-
sonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate fell to 3.7
percent in October, down
from 3.8 percent the prior
month.

It is the lowest level of
unemployment the state
has seen since January
1976.

The Texas economy add-
ed 32,300 seasonally ad-
justed non-farm jobs in
October. Annual employ-
ment growth was 3.1 per-
cent, marking 102
consecutive months of an-
nual growth.

Still, job opportunities
abound.

“The jobs are out there,
and I encourage all job
seekers to contact their lo-
cal Workforce Solutions of-
fice for assistance with job
training and placement,”
said Julian Alvarez, the
TWC commissioner repre-
senting labor.

The Midland Metropoli-
tan Statistical Area record-
ed the month’s lowest
unemployment rate among
Texas MSAs in October
with a non-seasonally ad-
justed rate of 2.1 percent.
That was followed by the

Texas unemployment rate
hits lowest level since 1976

Amarillo MSA and the
Odessa MSA, which tied
for second lowest with a
rate of 2.5 percent. The
Austin-Round Rock, Col-
lege Station-Bryan and
Lubbock MSAs tied for
third lowest with a rate of
2.7 percent.

Abbott comments on
rate

Gov. Greg Abbott wel-
comed news of the record-
low unemployment rate,
attributing it to the state’s
“lowering taxes, removing
regulatory barriers and in-
vesting in our workforce
and education system.”

“As governor,” Abbott
added, “I remain commit-
ted to ensuring that Texas
stays the most prosperous
state in the nation.”

SBOE votes to hike
funding

The State Board of Ed-
ucation, which oversees
the Texas Education Agen-
cy, voted Nov. 20 to in-
crease the funding in the
2020-2021 biennium for
school operations, instruc-
tional materials and tech-
nology.

The SBOE’s prelimi-
nary spending decision
would give schools $172
million more than current-
ly allotted. The figure in-
cludes $55 million that the
School Land Board agreed
to provide.

But the funding is tied
to budget decisions law-
makers must make in the
coming year. The 86th Tex-
as Legislature is set to con-
vene on Jan. 8, 2019.

An estimated $60 billion
of the state's current $217
billion budget is for public
education. Only Medicaid,
at $62.4 billion, takes a
greater slice of the budget.

More Harvey funds
to come

Texas Land Commis-
sioner George P. Bush on
Nov. 19 announced an ad-
ditional allocation of $652
million from the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and
Urban Development to
help address unmet hous-
ing recovery needs for Tex-
ans affected by Hurricane
Harvey.

“We look forward to
working with our partners
in communities across the
region to leverage these
resources efficiently and
effectively to benefit Tex-
ans affected by Hurricane
Harvey," said Bush, the
chief executive of the Tex-
as General Land Office, the
state agency that adminis-
ters the federal hurricane
relief funding.

The $652 million will
supplement some $5 bil-
lion in current Hurricane
Harvey programs being
implemented by the GLO,
as well as additional pro-
grams in Harris County
and the City of Houston.

Spending discus-
sion will wait

The Legislative Budget
Board met Nov. 16 to re-
view the items of informa-
tion and methodology
required to set the Article
VIII constitutional limit
on certain appropriations
for the 2020-21 fiscal bien-
nium.

House Speaker Joe
Straus announced the
board would take up the
spending cap at a later
time.

After the meeting,
Straus explained that the
price of oil, an uncertain
price tag for Hurricane
Harvey relief, and the po-
tential for a school finance
solution make it unwise to
set a spending limit now.

Straus’s successor will
be elected on Jan. 8, open-
ing day of the 86th Texas
Legislature. Straus sug-
gested the next House
speaker would need time
to think through the op-
tions, and that the discus-
sion can wait until the
state comptroller’s next
revenue estimate in Jan-
uary.

Mitigation plan is
posted

The Texas Commission
on Environmental Quali-
ty announced the publica-
tion of the final
Volkswagen Beneficiary
Mitigation Plan on Nov.
16.

According to the TCEQ,
the plan sets out the
state’s strategy for distrib-
uting more than $209 mil-
lion received in settlement
of claims relating to emis-
sions control defeat devic-
es on Volkswagen’s
light-duty diesel vehicles.

The plan will comple-
ment other grant pro-
grams that target harmful
ozone in Texas. These in-
clude the Electrify Ameri-
ca Program, the result of
a separate settlement
with VW, which will fund
additional electric charg-
ing stations. The other
program is the Texas
Emissions Reduction Pro-
gram, one of the most ag-
gressive and extensive
programs in the country
providing voluntary in-
centives for replacement,
repowering and upgrad-
ing of polluting vehicles
and equipment.

More information on
the program can be found
at: www.texasvwfund.org.

Ask Rusty – Financial
Advisor Spoke of Extra
Spouse Benefit

Dear Rusty: I have
applied for and been
approved to start collect-
ing my Social Security
this month (at age 66).
My wife will turn 62 in
March 2019 and is
planning to apply for
benefits then. In a group
meeting with a financial
advisor he mentioned a
spousal benefit of $500/
month in addition to her
own monthly benefit. Can
you enlighten me on the
proper name for this
benefit and how do I
apply for it? Signed:
Wanting to Know

Dear Wanting: I can
only speculate on what
the financial advisor in
that group meeting was
referring to, but it may
have been one of the
following:

When she is 62 your
wife can claim her own
Social Security and, if her
benefit on her own work
record is considerably less
than yours, she may also
be entitled to a “spousal
benefit.” If she were to
claim Social Security at
her full retirement age
her spousal benefit would
be 50% of your benefit
amount. But if she takes
it at age 62, it will be
something less – about
34% of yours. If she is
entitled to the spousal
benefit, she gets that
larger amount as her full
Social Security benefit.
The spousal benefit is an
amount which is added to
your wife’s own benefit to
bring her up to what she’s
due as your spouse. In
this sense, it is extra
benefit on top of your
wife’s benefit, but only up
to the total amount she’s
entitled to as your spouse.
Your wife doesn’t need to
apply separately to
receive the spousal
benefit because, if you are
already collecting benefits
when she files at age 62,
she will be automatically
deemed to be filing for
any spousal benefit she is
due from your record.

If at the time of your
group meeting with the
financial advisor you had
not yet claimed your
Social Security, he may
have been referring to
something called a
“restricted application for
spousal benefits only.”
You qualify for the
restricted application
(RA) because you were
born before the January
1, 1954 cut-off date after
which it was eliminated.
If your wife claims her
own Social Security first,
you can file the “restrict-
ed application for spousal
benefits only” and collect
50% of your wife’s full
retirement age (FRA)
benefit amount while
allowing your own Social
Security benefit to grow.
That growth would be 8%
per year of delay (0.667%
per month), and at age 70
your benefit would be
32% more than it is at age
66. But there’s a catch -
you can only do this if you
have not yet claimed your
own benefits. Thus, the
only way the RA could
work for you now would
be for you to withdraw
your current benefit
application, wait until
your wife files at age 62,
and then file the “restrict-
ed application for spousal
benefits only” to get 50%
of her FRA amount. If you
withdraw your applica-
tion now you will need to
pay back any benefits,
which have already been
paid, essentially wiping
the slate clean with Social
Security, and this can
only be done within one
year of when you first
applied. But doing that
will give you an extra
spouse benefit while your
own benefit grows. Again,
I can only speculate on
what the financial
advisor in that group
meeting was referring to,
but the above seem most
probable.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only.

Social Security
Matters
by AMAC
Certified Social
Security Advisor
Russell Gloor
Association of Mature
American Citizens

Letter to Santa
Dear Santa,

Letters can be mailed to Santa,
5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX. 77057
or e-mailed to nenewsroom@aol.com.

 Letters must be received by
Dec. 7 for publication in

our Special Christmas Editions

School:

Name:
Age:
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KEENEY’s

KORNER
BY

MIKE KEENEY

winning streak. Pretty good for a
team most of us left for dead
after they lost their first three
games of the season.

Other key games will feature
Philadelphia visiting Dallas
hoping to remain alive in the
NFC East race, while the
Cowboys will be looking to
dampen the defending Super
Bowl champ’s playoff chances.
The Game of the Week comes
on Sunday Night Football when
the high-scoring Los Angeles
Rams visit perhaps the league’s
best defense to take on the
Chicago Bears. Irresistible force
meets immovable object!

Before we take a look at
those games and a host of
others, let’s review last week’s
record. An 8-4 week brought the
season record to 92-60 (61%).

Now, onto this week’s game.

NFL

Jacksonville at Tennessee –
These two teams are playing for
next season as their playoff
hopes are pretty much finished.
Things are so bad in Jacksonville
that starting quarterback Blake
Bortles has been benched and
the team fired its offensive
coordinator following their 24-21
loss at Buffalo two weeks ago.
The Titans had a chance to get
back in the AFC South race two
weeks ago against the Texans,
but after getting off to a 10-0
lead, they were outscored 34-7
the rest of the game. Quarter-
back Marcus Mariota was 22-23
for 302 yards and two touch-
downs and it appears he has
found a go-to guy in second-year
wide receiver Corey Davis, who
had four receptions for 96 yards
and a 48-yard touchdown
reception. It appears the fight
has been taken out of the Jags
as they look to end this
miserable season as quickly as
possible. My pick, Tennessee
26, Jacksonville 18

Carolina at Cleveland – Don’t
laugh, but the Browns are in the
playoff picture and could be
building something special as all
of those top draft choices are
beginning to produce. Two
weeks ago, the Browns exploded
for 35 points as rookie quarter-
back Baker Mayfield (2,242

yards, 17 TDs) threw four
touchdowns in a 35-20 pasting of
the Bengals in Cincinnati. The
Browns have found a running
game with fellow rookie Nick
Chubb (663 yards, 8 TDs). The
Panthers have a pretty fair
runner themselves in second-
year man Christian McCaffrey
(757 yards rushing, 71
receptions, 608 yards, 10 total
TDs) who had a huge day two
weeks ago in the Panthers’ 30-
27 loss at home to Seattle.
McCaffrey produced 235 yards
of offense (125 rushing, 112 in
receiving yards) and scored
twice in the tough loss. The
Panthers need this one to remain
in the NFC Wild Card race, but
something tells me the Browns
are going to make a late push to
remain in the AFC Wild Card
race. Playing at home will be a
big benefit to the Browns this
week. My pick, Cleveland 30,
Carolina 27

New England at Miami – The
Patriots get away from the
December cold of New England
and head to South Beach to take
on a Dolphins team that is
clinging to life in the AFC playoff
hunt. Two weeks ago, the
Patriots won a hard-fought game
in the New Meadowlands and
downed the Jets 27-13.
Quarterback Tom Brady (3,031
yards, 19 TDs) had his good
buddies Rod Gronkowski (32
receptions, 504 yards, 2 TDs)
and wide receiver Julian
Edelman back and both caught
touchdown passes. Rookie
running back Sony Michel (586
yards, 5 TDs) contributed 133
yards on the ground and a
touchdown as the Patriots look to
be rounding into form for their
usual late-season playoff push.
NE enjoys the sun and fun and a
porous Miami defense as Brady
and his mates roll on against the
Dolphins. My pick, New England,
33, Miami 20

Baltimore at Kansas City –
The Baltimore Ravens will try
and slow down the potent
Kansas City offense (good luck
with that!) when they visit KC on
Sunday. Two weeks ago, the
Ravens picked up a 34-17 win
over the Raiders to keep their
fledgling playoff hopes alive, but
they face a much tougher task

this Sunday when they take on
Patrick Mahomes (3,628 yards,
37 TDs), Kareem Hunt (824
rushing yards, 14 total TDs),
wide receiver Tyreek Hill (65
receptions, 1,106 yards, 11 TDs)
and tight end Travis Kelce (67
receptions, 914 yards, 7 TD).
Baltimore has a good defense,
but will they be good enough to
slow down this juggernaut of an
offense? Probably not. The
Ravens may have found their
quarterback of the future in
rookie Lamar Jackson. Jackson
gives the Ravens a dimension
Joe Flacco does not, running
ability. Jackson has rushed for
329 yards and two scores and
has passed for another 415
yards and two scores in limited
action. Jackson should get the
call against the Chiefs because
he can keep the KC defense off
balance with is running ability. I
think the Ravens give the Chiefs
a game this week, but Mahomes
will be too much down the
stretch for Baltimore to handle.
My pick, Kansas City 34,
Baltimore 30

Indianapolis at Houston – As
mentioned earlier, this game
features two of the hottest teams
in the league. The Colts have
rebounded nicely after a couple
of down years because
quarterback Andrew Luck (3,112
yards, 32 TDs) is back to his old
self after missing the last two
seasons with a shoulder injury.
The Texans defense must bring
pressure and keep Luck off
balance if they hope to expand
their lead in the AFC South. Luck
has been throwing the ball all
over the field and he still has old
reliable wide receiver T.Y. Hilton
(45 receptions, 710 yards, 6
TDs) and a newfound toy in tight
end Eric Ebron (44 receptions,
508 yards, 11 TDs). The Texans
are pretty good on offense as
well led by quarterback Deshaun
Watson (2,807 yards, 20 TDs),
wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins
(73 receptions, 1,024 yards, 8
TDs) and running back Lamar

Miller, who rushed for 162 yards
and ripped off a 97-yard
touchdown run in the Texans’
34-17 win over Tennessee two
weeks ago. This should be a
high-scoring game, but I’m going
with the Texans who seem to be
putting together a very special
season. My pick, Houston 34,
Indianapolis 30

New Orleans at Tampa Bay –
Drew Brees (3,135 yards, 29
TDs) and the Saints travel to
Tampa to take on a Buccaneers
team that has played better the
last few weeks. They’d better
bring their “A” game on Sunday
or this one will be over quickly.
The Saints are explosive on
offense behind Brees, running
backs Alvin Kamara (706 rushing
yards, 57 receptions, 509 yards,
15 total TDs) and Mark Ingram
and wide receiver Michael
Thomas (86 receptions, 1,080
yards, 8 TDs), but they also have
a number of complimentary
players on offense that Brees is
happy to go to. The Saints are
also underrated on defense and
look for that unit to force a
mistake or three from TB
quarterback Jameis Winston as
the Saints continue to roll to the
NFC South title. My pick, New
Orleans 33, Tampa Bay 16

Pittsburgh at Oakland – The
Steelers hit the road for the
second time in three weeks to
face their third straight AFC West
foe with hopes of faring better
then they did two weeks ago
when they lost at Denver, 24-17.
The Steelers should have little
trouble with the woeful Raiders,
but they can’t take this game for
granted. Two weeks ago,
quarterback Ben Rothlisberger
(3,664 yards, 24 TDs) and
running back James Conner
(849 yards, 11 total TDs)
committed two game-changing
turnovers that cost Mike Tomlin’s
team a shot at a road win. Look
for Big Ben to be more focused
this week as he lights up the
Oakland secondary with big

strikes to wide receivers JuJu
Smith-Schuster (77 receptions,
1,55 yards, 4 TDs) and Antonio
Brown (71 receptions, 874 yards,
11 TDs). In the Denver loss,
Rothlisberger and Schuster
connected for a 97-yards scoring
play and look for more big things
from those two on Sunday. My
pick, Pittsburgh 32, Oakland 17

Philadelphia at Dallas – The
Eagles may have saved their
season two weeks ago with a
come-from-behind win over the
Giants. The win brought their
record to 5-6, just a game behind
the NFC East leading Cowboys,
who had to play New Orleans last
Thursday. There’s a very good
chance these two teams will both
be 6-6 when they meet on
Sunday afternoon at AT&T
Stadium as the Eagles hosted
Washington last Monday night.
On Thanksgiving, the Cowboys
used the passing game to defeat
the Redskins as newly-acquired
wide receiver Amari Cooper had
his best game as a Cowboys
grabbing eight passes from Dak
Prescott (2,427 yards, 13 TDs)
for 180 yards and two touch-
downs (40 and 90 yards). Look
for Prescott and Cooper to go
after a beat up Philly secondary,
which will open up the running
lanes for Ezekiel Elliott (1,074
yards, 10 total TDs). The Dallas
defense should be able to shut
down the Eagles running game
and set their sites on quarterback
Carson Wentz (2,540 yards, 16
TDs). Dallas knows it needs this
one to keep its playoff hopes
alive and playing at home will be
a huge benefit for the Cowboys.
My pick, Dallas 23, Philadelphia
20

Los Angeles Rams at Chicago
– This one will feature one of the
league’s best offenses against
one of the league’s best defenses
when the Rams visit the Bears on
what should be a chilly night in
Chicago for the Sunday Night
Football crew. We will see if the
weather, and the Bears defense,
is able to slow down the high-
scoring Rams, led by quarterback
Jared Goff (3,547 yards, 26 TDs),
running back Todd Gurley (1,043
yards rushing, 43 receptions, 441
yards, 17 total TDs) and speedy
wide receivers Brandin Cooks (59
receptions, 964 yards, 3 TDs)
and Robert Woods (59 recep-
tions, 904 yards, 4 TDs). That
group will face a Chicago defense
that has produced six defensive
touchdowns and entered their

game last week against the
Giants with 34 sacks. The LA
offensive line will have the tough
task of holding off Khalil Mack
and his mates. The Chicago
offense should have some
chances to take advantage of a
so-so LA defense. Look for
quarterback Mitch Trubisky
(2,469 yards, 20 TDs) to employ
speedy running back Tarik
Cohen (284 yards rushing, 47
receptions, 503 yards, 6 total
TDs) in the passing game and
get some one-on-one matchups
with the Rams linebackers. As
stated, the weather could also be
a huge factor in this game and if
the wind is blowing in off of Lake
Michigan that could hamper Goff
in the passing game. That would
force him to turn to the running
game, and the Rams have
perhaps the best back in the
league in Gurley. Look for the
former Georgia star to be the
difference maker in this one as
the Rams prove they can win in
the elements in the winter, which
will be big moving forward. My
pick, Los Angeles 26, Chicago
24

Minnesota at Seattle – A key
game for both teams and their
NFC playoff hopes has the
Vikings visiting the surprising
Seahawks on Monday Night
Football. Two weeks ago,
Russell Wilson (2,531 yards, 25
TDs) led Seattle to a huge road
win at Carolina, while Kirk
Cousins (3,289 yards, 22 TDs)
led the Vikings to a nice home
win over the Packers on Sunday
Night Football. The Seattle
defense isn’t as dominating as it
was during its Super Bowl runs,
but they are solid and will pose
problems for Cousins on Monday
night. Still, Cousins has two
quality receivers in Adam
Thielen (93 receptions, 1,138
yards, 8 TDs) and Stefon Diggs
(79 receptions, 790 yards, 6
TDs). Wilson has a running
game to turn to in Chris Carson
(635 yards, 4 TDs) and a speedy
wide receiver in Tyler Lockett (43
receptions, 661 yards, 8 TDs) to
make plays down field. Seattle
was picked by many to take a big
step back this season and head
coach Pete Carroll should get a
lot of credit for having this team
still alive in the playoff hunt this
late in the season. Look for
Seattle to keep their playoff
hopes alive with a nice win over
the Vikes on Monday night. My
pick, Seattle 26, Minnesota 23

Explosive NFL,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SEMI-RETIRED
Handyman will do
carpentry,
painting, roof
repairs, mobile
homes, pressure
washing. Lifetime
Houstonian.
713-754-0923.
Don.          16-tfn

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

LOCAL HANDY
Man Service.
Plumbing
(LIC#18857), A/C
(LIC#12735C),
Pressure Washing,
Painting, roof repairs,
and much more. Call
Rick
832-543-7175

              45-2

HELP WANTED

SALES
REPRESENTATIVE

Part Time Position available for
Newspaper ad sales person for
the Aldine and North Channel

areas. Set your own hours.
Commission basis means you

can earn more. Bilingual
helpful. Car required. Send
resume to nenewsroom@aol.com.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

MAINTENANCE
MAN WANTED
for RV Park, Must live
on RV.
14517 Reevenston
Rd. 281-904-2727

                 43-2

Toss it into
the can. It’s
a neat idea.

THE FRUGAL FROGTHE FRUGAL FROG
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Commercial
Printing

Call for a Quote

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555

C H U R C H    L I S T I N G S

BAPTIST:
• Betania Baptist Church, 11450
Turn St. 281-442-4258
• Center of Life Baptist Church,
11250 Bentley St. 281-442-5433
• De Priest Baptist Church, 5609
Mount Houston Rd. 281-449-0774
• Esperanza Baptist Church,
14710 Mill Rd. 281-227-0123
• First Baptist Church Kinwood,
5538 Lauder Rd. 281-442-3823
• First Baptist Church N. Houston,
4422 Lauder Rd. 281-449-7201
• First Unity Baptist Church, 2110
Aldine Bender Rd. 281-445-7379
• Grace Missionary Baptist
Church, 1823 Aldine Mail Route.
281-442-7137
• Greater Purelight Missionary,
12330 Vickery St. 281-987-1980
• Harmony Baptist Church, 1325
Lauder Rd. 281-442-3444
• Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist,
4730 Gaston St. 281-442-2947
• New Beginning Baptist Church ,
10921 Foy Ln. 713-696-9249
• New Mt. Olive Baptist Church,
4706 Mount Houston Rd. 281-
227-6885
• Parkwood Baptist Church
P.O. Box 60143. 281-442-5359

• Sonrise Community Church
P.O. Box 111581. 281-449-0994
• South Aldine Baptist Church
2121 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-442-
3124

CATHOLIC:
• St. Leo the Great Catholic
2131 Lauder Rd. 281-449-2344

CHRISTIAN
•Faith Christian Center
10118 Tidwell Rd. 281-459-1709

CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST
•Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, 65 Melbourne Street.
281-799-6289.

CHURCH OF THE NAZA-
RENE:
• Woodsdale Church of the Naza-
rene, 4903 Hollybrook Ln. 281-
442-4107

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS:
• Jehovah’s Witnesses
4416 Mohawk St. 281-442-1612

LUTHERAN:
• St Luke’s Lutheran Church,
11025 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
442-2180
•Beautiful Savior Lutheran
Church, 215 Rittenhouse. 281-
445-2203
•Our Redeemer Lutheran Church,
215 Rittenhouse. 713-694-7433

METHODIST:
•Aldine First United Methodist
Church, 4623 Aldine Bender Rd.
281-442-4961.
•El Mesias United Methodist
Church, 406 E. Rittenhouse St.
713-699-8990.

PENTALCOSTAL:
• Calvary Pentecostal Church of
God, 3122 Hopper Rd. 713-694-
6112
• Iglesia Pentecostal Unida, 2410
Bertrand St. 281-590-5187
• Temple of Salvation, 4906 Haile
St. 281-987-2655

PRESBYTERIAN:
•Westminster Church
14050 Aldine Westfield Rd.
281-442-7210

SPANISH-SPEAKING:
• El Monte Calvario Church
P.O. Box 11726. 281-987-1174
• Iglesia de Dios Santidao
11721 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
219-0707
• La Iglesia de Dios Santa Sion
2332 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-449-
0536
• Manantial de Vida
2810 Lauder Rd. 281-442-7709
• Primera Iglesia Bautista
13380 Korenek St. 281-590-5642

NON-DEMOMINATIONAL/
OTHER
• Aldine Christian Church
2233 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-442-
9751
• Apostolic Bible Ctr.
P.O. Box 8569. 281-442-5171
• Bethel Community Church
2414 Lauder Rd. 281-449-1473
• Church of the Living God
4422 Hopper Rd. 281-219-3853
• Church the Lord Jesus Christ
11268 E. Hardy Rd. 281-442-0303
•Church of the Lord Jesus Christ
9407 Crofton St. 713-631-7339.
• Emmanuel Deliverance Temple
4718 Littlecrest Rd. 281-987-9166

• Grace Restoration Church
13223 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
449-5996
• Houston Restoration Church
1831 Hartwick Rd. 281-227-6260
• Houston Revival Temple
5801 Mary Francis Dr. 281-987-
3305
• Jesus Center, 11742 Aldine
Westfield Rd. 281-590-3216
• Monument of Faith Church-God
2233 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-442-
2002
• New Covenant Missionary
Church, 2202 Aldine Bender Rd.
281-987-7170
•New Gate Fellowship, 4234
Mount Houston Rd. 713-166-6684
• North Central Assembly of God,
13703 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
907-6609
• Pillar of Glory, 14341 Lee Rd.
281-449-6404
•Sabbathay Kingdom, 4034 Linder
St. at Kelley and Hirsch Rd., Hous-
ton, 77026. 713-635-3025.
• Temple de Poder, 10912 Aldine
Westfield Rd. 281-372-1060
• Tomb of Jesus, 1301 Aldine Mail
Rt. 281-987-1371
• Word of Deliverance Life Ctr
4001 Darwin St. 281-227-0700

• Phuc Vien Temple, 14101 East-
ex Fwy. 281-449-1900
• Gospel Shop
14341 Lee Rd. 281-227-8898
• Jimmie Guillory
13120 Luthe Rd. 281-449-6016
• Dynamic Global Interprises Inc.
2201 Little York Rd. 713-695-9830
•The Shelter Church, 4102 Laud-
er Rd. 281-846-4538

Corrections or additions can be
sent to nenewsroom@aol.com,
attn. Church Listing or by calling
713-266-3444.
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Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

ANDY
ELIZARDO
PLUMBING

Master Plumber
All types of

Plumbing Repairs
and Drain
Cleaning.

Discount for Seniors.
CALL for FREE

ESTIMATE
281-441-3390

17-4 TFN

PLUMBING

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

HALL FOR RENT
$550 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392
PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES
SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

TREE SERVICE

08-tfn

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

Classifieds Ads
713-266-3444

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

THE FRUGAL FROGTHE FRUGAL FROG
     C A L L  7 1 3 - 2 6 6 - 3 4 4 4  T O  R E A C H  6 0 , 0 0 0  R E A D E R S     C A L L  7 1 3 - 2 6 6 - 3 4 4 4  T O  R E A C H  6 0 , 0 0 0  R E A D E R S     C A L L  7 1 3 - 2 6 6 - 3 4 4 4  T O  R E A C H  6 0 , 0 0 0  R E A D E R S

CLASSIFIEDCL
AS

SI
FI

ED

THIS WEEK’S

FEATURED BUSINESS

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers
Repair or Replace. We also repair

broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

HOME IMPROVEMENT

36-tfn

C H U R C H    P A G E

Jaime Murillo
Sandra Johnson Fain
Quinn Bakari Carlis
Shirley Ann Lewis
Sara “Sally” Cox
Mildred E. Hill
Irene Ortega
Emma Grace Jean

RECENT DEATHS

SERVICES

DIRECTV
SELECT PACK-
AGE!
 Over 150 Channels,
ONLY $35/month (for
12 mos.) Order Now!
Get a $100 AT&T
Visa Rewards Gift
Card (some restric-
tions apply) CALL
1- 855-651-6977

             tfn--

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

RENT/LEASE

EFFICIENCY & RV
for rent. $100 to $125
per week.
Some bills paid.
14517 Reeveston
Rd. Call
281-904-2727

           43-2

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 281-449-9945

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

Robert Kevin Reed
Martha Malita Priest
Gary Raye Johnson
Bernand H. Sarbeck
Rosa Maria Hernandez
Leo A. Havel
Barbara A. Shepherd

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Herod in the
Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. Where in the Bible (KJV)
does it inform of the Christ Child
being born in December? Does
not, John 1:14, Romans 6:23,
Galatians 4:4

3. When the wise men (Magi)
arrived in the Holy Land, where
did they go first? Jerusalem,
Beersheba, Haifa, Tel Aviv

Community Outreach Programs
“Helping Others Help Themselves”

Immigration Education and Integration Program
Citizenship Classes - Parenting Education

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Text to: 832-906.4214
Phone: 281-799.9076

marianas@bondingagainstadversity.org

4. By what method did the
shepherds learn of Christ's birth?
New star, Angel appearance,
Walking stranger, Donkey
speaking

5. How many days after His
birth was Jesus circumcised? 3,
8, 12, 40

6. What number of wise men
(Magi) visited Christ? Undis-
closed, 3, 4, 5

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2)
Does not; 3) Jerusalem (Mat 2:1-
2); 4) Angel appearance; 5) 8
(Luke 2:21); 6) Undisclosed

HALL FOR
RENT

281-442-0578

Seats
Approximately
125 Persons

American Legion
Post 578

3415 Aldine Mail Route

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

www.facebook.com/
NENewsroom

Toss it
into the
can. It’s
a neat
idea.

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

AUTO, HOME INSURANCE

Carlos Diaz
Agente
DIAZ INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto, Home, Commercial, Life
Call For A Quote Today

832-698-2916
Fax: 281-971-1702
cdiaz@farmersagent.com
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ANA HERNANDEZ offers a new generation of leadership for the Texas Senate. She
experienced life as an immigrant while growing up in Pasadena. She graduated from
the University of Houston and went on to earn her law degree from the University of
Texas. At the Young age of 27 she was elected to the Texas House of Representatives.
Ana is also the mother of a young son and a partner in a small law firm.

This breadth of real life experience is what gives Ana the drive and passion to represent
you fiercely in the Texas Senate.
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Expand Your Market
We can deliver your ad message to 25,000
homes every week...

We Deliver in Northeast Houston
The NORTHEAST NEWS brings news and advertis-
ing messages to those who live or work in North-
east Houston - Aldine, Airline, Greenspoint,
Beltway 8, Eastex Expressway.

We cover your family, your neighborhood, your
schools, your businesses, your churches and
sports teams. In every way, we try to serve the
community and your potential customers.

Our readers believe in the Northeast News,
and look to our pages for their shopping
needs. Take advantage of this and use one
of our New Customer Offers below. We wel-
come you to a 43 year tradition. Call us at
713-266-3444 if you need any more infor-
mation. Or talk to your neighbors, they read
the Northeast News.

Who has advertised in the
NORTHEAST NEWS?

Jed’s Hardware
Prosperity Bank
Gallery Furniture
Greenspoint Mall
Lone Star College
McCauley Lumber
Crosby State Bank
Primeway Federal C. U.
Houston Community College
Llacho Ayala Autoworld
River Oaks Chrysler
METRO
Port Authority
...and many more
CALL us soon.

SPECIAL FREE AD OFFER
Advertise with us Free (the first time), 1/2 Price the Second Time,

Full Price the Third Time.
ANY SIZE AD QUALIFIES, as follows:

Front Page Ads .................................... $125 each insertion
2 col x 2 in. high ............................................................... $40
1/16 page .......................................................................... $70
1/8 page .......................................................................... $125
1/4 page .......................................................................... $250
1/2 page .......................................................................... $475
Full Page......................................................................... $950
Example: 1/4 page first insertion FREE, second insertion $125,
third insertion $250. Camera Ready Ads only, payment must
accompany order. Other details apply.

CALL 713-266-3444 FOR THIS SPECIAL OFFER.

chief philanthropy officer
at Greater Houston Com-
munity Foundation. “Us-
ing what we’ve learned, we
were able to target our re-
maining resources to bring
relief assistance to those
who need it the most.”

Among the 17 nonprof-
its that received Round 5
funding, an advisory board
approved grants to two
that had not previously
received HHRF grants:
Angel By Nature and West
Street Recovery. Grants
were also distributed to
the Home Preservation
Fund to be administered
by Avenue CDC, which
helps homeowners whose
home repairs are stalled
because they were unable
to make timely mortgage
payments.

The Fund will continue
to publish updates and re-
port on grantee activities
over the coming months.

More information can be
found on Greater Houston
Community Foundation’s
website at www.ghcf.org.

Flood
Relief
Funds,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
1

Holiday in the Gardens Festival and Market. Sat-
urday, Dec. 8 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Celebrate the holi-
day season with music, food, crafts, shopping, and more
during Holiday in the Gardens at Mercer Botanic Gar-
dens. This family-oriented event offers a holiday mar-
ket, a winter plant sale, and a Children’s library and
activity corner. Santa will visit the gardens, and photo
opportunities are available. Entrance is free, and crafts
and children’s activities are available while supplies last.
To receive additional information, call Mercer Botanic
Gardens at 713-274-4160.

Lunch Bunch: A Winter Wonder Garden. Wednes-
day, Dec. 12 from noon to 2 p.m. Winter gardens are col-
orful and structurally intriguing. Learn which plants add
life to a winter garden and understand the proper care
for these plants. Then, enjoy a garden tour focusing on
winter flowering and fruiting plants at Mercer. Present-
ed by Mercer Botanic Gardens education staff Jennifer
Garrison and Melodie Hill. Participants should bring a
lunch and dress for the weather. Lunch Bunch is a free
program and is recommended for participants ages 12
and older. To register or to receive additional informa-
tion, call Mercer Botanic Gardens at 713-274-4160.

Mercer Botanic Gardens, 22306 Aldine Westfield Road
in Humble, 77338.  713-274-4160.

Mercer Botanic
Gardens programs

Toss it into
the can. It’s
a neat idea.


