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Your neighborhood groomer
at an affordable price!

Furrytails Dog Grooming
407 NOONDAY LANE, HOUSTON TX 77060

281-445-9780
www.furrytdg.com

Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sat 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

Services Available: • Flea & Tick Dips • Full Bath &
Blow Dry • Nail Trims • Hair Style per Your

Instructions • Teeth Brushing • Dog Accessories •

Aldine Bender

Aldine Mail
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¡Ya esta
aquí,
el mejor
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Wednesday
4 Bolillos for $1281-442-1991

5216 Aldine Mail Rte.

Leticia Lopez

Congressman Gene Green
honored by Aldine ISD Trustees

U.S. Congressman Gene Green, center, was honored by the Aldine ISD
Board of Trustees during its Dec. 18 Board meeting. Congressman Green
was honored for his 25 years of dedicated service to the district while
serving in the U.S. Congress. Pictured with Congressman Green and his
wife Helen, were: (l-r): Vice President Paul Shanklin, Board Member Patricia
Ann Bourgeois, Board Member Dr. Kimberley Booker, Board Member Dr.
Viola M. Garcia, Aldine ISD Superintendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney,
President Steve Mead, Secretary Rose Avalos, Assistant Secretary Connie
Esparza and Deputy Superintendent Dr. Selina Chapa.

During the Dec. 18
Board meeting, Aldine
ISD honored U.S. Con-
gressman Gene Green
for his decades of dedi-
cated service to the
school district.

Congressman Green
is retiring after serving
the North Houston area
and Aldine for 25 years.

AISD thanked Con-
gressman Green for his
outstanding support of
the district as a parent,
a state representative, a
state senator and as a
U.S. Congressman. Mr.
Green has supported Al-
dine ISD by holding an
annual job fair at the
M.O. Campbell Educa-
tional Center, he’s sup-
ported the district’s
C.H.I.C.K.E.N Club,

See Honored, Page 3

Jonzell Prudhomme’s
big senior season
lands him honor

Fatal crash on Aldine Mail Route

By Mike Keeney

Contributing
Writer

The future is in-
deed bright for Jon-
zell Prudhomme.

The 6-2, 220-
pound senior line-
backer turned in
quite a year for the
Davis Falcons.

Prudhomme re-
corded 49 solo tack-
les, 37 assisted
tackles, 18 tackles
for loss, 11.5 quar-
terback sacks, 2 in-
terceptions (one he
returned for a
touchdown), seven
batted ball, five
pass breakups and
nine quarterback
hurries.

Those numbers added
up to Prudhomme being
named the 2018 Northeast
News’ Defensive Player of
the Year.

He had a busy season
indeed, and will also have
a busy winter as he decides
which college he wants to
choose to continue his aca-
demic and athletic career.

Prudhomme has al-
ready visited the Air Force
Academy and will visit
West Point in January. He
is also drawing interest

Artist’s Showcase:

For Information, call 713-977-2555

Davis High School senior
linebacker Jonzell
Prudhomme was named the
2018 Northeast News’
Defensive Player of the
Year.

from Kansas State, New
Mexico, Sam Houston
State, the Naval Academy,
Fresno State and a host of
other schools.

“I really liked the Air
Force Academy and I am
looking forward to visiting
West Point,” Prudhomme
said.

James Showers, his
coach, said whoever lands

See Defensive Player of
the Year, Page 5

Commercial Printing
We specialize in

4 Color Brochures,
Magazines, Sale Flyers

We print newspapers, too.
Call for a Quote

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555

A division of Northeast News

See Fatal Crash on
Aldine Mail Rte, Page 8

After the horrendous crash, the cars lie in the ditch along Aldine Mail Rte.
The woman driving the red pick-up died after being hit by the SUV.

DEFENSIVE PLAY OF THE YEAR:A 14-year-old Aldine boy
has been charged with
murder after his SUV
struck a pick-up truck and
killed the woman driver.

The accident occurred
last Tuesday at about 2:20
pm, at the corner of Aldine
Mail Route and Aldine
Westfield Road.

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez told
the media that the SUV
driver was travelling at a
high rate of speed west-
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Houston-area elected
officials and their staff con-
vened at the Blanson Ca-
reer and Technical
Education High School on
December 14 to receive an
update from AISD Super-
intendent LaTonya M.
Goffney and hear the Dis-
trict’s priorities for the up-
coming legislative session
that starts Jan. 8, 2019.

Attendees received a
brochure describing in full
detail the District’s legis-
lative agenda. The discus-
sion, however, centered on
four key areas — account-
ability, school safety, pub-
lic school finance and
funding for full-day pre-
kindergarten.

“We’re grateful for the
support of our elected offi-
cials here in Houston and
Aldine,” Goffney said. “We
hope that as you meet with
colleagues that you see
there is a strong consensus
across Texas that the Leg-
islature must fix school fi-
nance by increasing its
share of public education
funding and removing the
heavy burden on local
property taxpayers. We
hope that you will advocate
for public education and
make school finance your
top priority.”

Elected officials, com-
munity members and
faith-based leaders also
heard from Assistant Su-
perintendent of Finance
Tamika Alford-Stephens,
Executive Director of As-
sessment Dawn Rodríguez,
Deputy Superintendent
Selina Chapa and Assis-
tant Superintendent for
Region 3 Elementary
Schools Christina Gómez.

Goffney described meet-
ing with superintendents
across the region as well as
organizations such as Tex-
as School Alliance, Texas
Urban Council and the
Texas Association of School
Administrators. School
leaders across the state
developed a consensus on
legislative priorities.

Finance
A l f o r d - S t e p h e n s

stressed that the current
school finance system is
outdated and is insuffi-

Carter Academy has
been named as the “Best
Visual and Performing
Arts Program” by Magnet
Schools of the Mid-South
(MSMS). The regional or-
ganization highlights the
academic achievement and
successful magnet imple-
mentation in campuses in
Arkansas, Colorado, Loui-
siana, Mississippi, New
Mexico, Oklahoma and
Texas.

The campus received
the award at the organiza-
tion’s annual regional con-
ference held in Houston
last week.

The award lauded Cart-
er Academy’s vibrant mag-
net curriculum. The
program provides “ample
opportunities to learn
through a unique approach
that enriches the lives of
all students.”

Carter students receive
specialized instruction in
dance, drama, visual arts,
music and strings. The pro-
gram encourages students’
appreciation of the arts
while developing critical-
thinking and problem-
solving skills.

“I am proud of Carter

Aldine ISD meets with elected
officials, community leaders ahead of
2019 Texas Legislative Session

Superintendent LaTonya M. Goffney presented the District’s agenda. She
centered on four priorities — accountability, school safety, public school
finance and full funding for prekindergarten.

cient to meet the needs of
growing economically dis-
advantaged students and
English language learners
in the District. Currently,
the state provides funding
for about 20 percent of the
District’s transportation
costs, with funding based
on gas prices from the
1980s. This has forced
AISD to cover the rest of
the cost by relying more on
local taxpayers. Alford-
Stephens stated that an al-
lotment increment as
small as $100 would give
AISD $1 million.

Aldine ISD and other
districts seek a state sys-
tem of public school fi-
nance that increases
sustainable state revenue
sources — e.g. increase in
sales tax, increase in cost
of education, moving prop-
erty tax — instead of the
current system of shifting
funds from one area to an-
other. Districts also want
flexibility to use the funds
where it is most needed
instead of being restricted.
When asked where the
District would use addi-
tional funds, Alford-
Stephens said the majority
of the funds would be used
toward funding full-day
prekindergarten.

Accountability
The current state ac-

countability system is not
a fair system. Ayers-Ro-
dríguez noted that the cur-
rent system does not look
at multiple quantifiers
that show where there is
growth and progress,
which make a campus
great. She added that the
District supports Senate
Bill 213, which allows for
the continued use of Indi-
vidual Graduation Com-
mittees (IGC). The IGC
process has been used over
the last four year. Support-
ers find that students
graduating under the IGC
process are being assessed
and measured under a
more rigorous, balanced
and arguably more accu-
rate program than those
graduating under a single
STAAR standardized end-
of-course exam. SB 213 en-

sures that students who
have passed all of their
courses and have demon-
strated that they are pre-
pared for college or the
workforce will graduate
from high school.

Safety
Several stories from

across the country have
put an emphasis on school
safety. AISD has been
ahead of the curve regard-
ing the use of metal detec-
tors in schools. Board
Trustee Rose Avalos, a re-
tired school principal, stat-
ed the District years ago
chose to be proactive to
spend the money for metal
detectors. Several media
stations — ABC, NBC and
PBS — featured the Dis-
trict’s use and significant
reduction in incident re-
ports on campuses. Chapa
discussed that AISD is
looking to be reimbursed
by the state for any costs
toward school safety im-
provements. Aldine ISD
also wants to have flexibil-
ity to determine how they
will spend funds for safety
improvements. The Dis-
trict believes that a key
area to help students is to
identify children at risk of
behavior problems. School
leaders seek to fund pre-
ventative measures such
as counseling and mental
health support, which the
state currently does not
fund.

Prekindergarten
Currently, the state

funds school districts for a
half-day prekindergarten
program. Gómez shared
that AISD has 4,000 eligi-
ble students enrolled, tu-
ition free, in 12 PreK
campuses. In October, the
District launched a PK pi-
lot program for three-year-
olds, which has 91
youngsters taking part.
Earlier this year, the Dis-
trict also partnered with
Good Reason Houston to
raise awareness and in-
form the community about
the importance of early
childhood education.

The 86th Texas Legisla-
ture regular session con-
venes on Jan. 8, 2019.

MSMS names Aldine ISD’s Carter
Academy ‘Best Visual and
Performing Arts Magnet Program

Lauren Anderson with Houston Ballet After-
School Program seen in 2015 working with the
students.

Academy. This is one of
many wonderful magnet
programs we offer in
AISD,” said Olivia Boatner,
director of magnet schools.

“We are very honored to
receive this award and rec-
ognition,” said Principal
Lee Wold. “At Carter Acad-
emy, we strive to provide
students with an excellent
program that integrates
arts and academics to
teach the whole child.”

Several Aldine ISD

leaders attended the con-
ference including repre-
sentatives from magnet
schools across the District.
Superintendent LaTonya
M. Goffney served as key-
note speaker.

Schools can apply for
the award each year. They
must prove fidelity of im-
plementation of the pro-
gram. Other factors
include gains in student
achievement and success
in narrowing gaps.

Washington, DC – Jan-
uary 3, 2019– Joined by
many supporters, friends,
and colleagues, Congress-
woman Sylvia Garcia (TX-
29) made history today
when she was sworn in as
one of the first two Latinas
ever to represent the State
of Texas in the U.S. Con-
gress.

“Today is a significant,
historic moment for the
people of the Texas 29th
Congressional District,
particularly Texas’ Lati-
nas,” said Congresswoman
Sylvia Garcia. “Never be-
fore has there been a Lati-
no voice and
representation in Houston
delegation. I look forward
to working with my col-
leagues to find solutions to
the challenges facing our
country and our communi-
ty.”

“I thank Congressman
Gene Green for his years
of service and look forward

Rep. Sylvia Garcia becomes
one of the first latinas in
Congress to represent Texas

to building on his proud
legacy of fighting for every
person in the 29th District
and the Houston region.”

Congresswoman Garcia
joins Rep. Veronica Esco-
bar (TX-16), as the first
Latinas to represent Tex-
as in Congress. Along with
fellow Houstonian Rep.
Lizzie Fletcher (TX-7),
they also represent the
first freshman Texas wom-
en elected to a full term in
Congress in more than 20
years.

About Congresswoman
Sylvia Garcia (@RepSylvi-
aGarcia):

Congresswoman Garcia
is one of the first Latinas
to serve in Congress repre-
senting Texas' 29th Dis-
trict. Garcia has a lifelong
dedication to public service
as a social worker and le-
gal aid lawyer early in her
professional career. Active
in the Houston communi-

ty, she has served on over
25 boards. As Houston City
Controller, Harris County
Commissioner, and Texas
state Senator, Garcia has
been a fighter for her dis-
trict and advocated for vet-
erans, immigrant rights,
women’s health and access
to healthcare.

About Texas' 29th Con-
gressional District:

Texas' 29th Congres-
sional District includes,
Houston, Pasadena, Gale-
na Park, Jacinto City, Al-
dine and South Houston.
Home to Hobby Airport
and the Port of Houston,
the 29th District is a criti-
cal hub for transportation
and industry. Over 76% of
residents are of Hispanic
or Latino origin with 68%
of the residents speaking a
language other than En-
glish at home with the
majority speaking Span-
ish.



Page 3TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2019 NORTHEAST NEWS

C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S

supported the district’s
FFA students by pur-
chasing student projects
at the annual Sale of
Champions, held finan-
cial and immunization
workshops across the
district and played in
t h e  M . B .  “ S o n n y ”
Donaldson Golf Tourna-
ment, which benefits the
Aldine Education Foun-
dation.

Congressman Green
has presented numer-
ous American flags to
Aldine schools and lead-
ers. These flags have
flown over the U.S. Cap-
itol and are a symbol of
appreciation and sup-
port for the community.

Congressman Green
has constantly bragged
about Aldine because
the district is special to
him. Both of his children
are graduates of Aldine
ISD and his wife Helen
taught in the district for
nearly 30 years.

The district presented
Congressman Green
with a piece of artwork
that was produced by
E i s e n h o w e r  N i n t h
Grade student Asia
Figueroa.

Honored,
CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 1

The fatal shooting of a
robbery suspect that oc-
curred at 108 Little York
about 1:10 p.m. on Wednes-
day, January 2 will be re-
ferred to a grand jury.

Richard A. Smith, 27, is
charged with felony in pos-
session of a firearm.  The
shooting, in which he dis-
charged his weapon at the
robbery suspect, will be re-
ferred to a Harris County
Grand Jury.

According to HPD Offi-
cials, Smith and his fian-
cee were leaving a check
cashing business at Little
York when they were ap-
proached by the male who
demanded money and con-
cealed his hands in a
threatening manner.
Smith fired his handgun,
striking him in the torso.
The male was pronounced
dead at the scene.

Smith then fled the
scene on foot but was locat-

Charges have been filed
against a suspect arrested
in the shooting of a wom-
an at 392 East Rittenhouse
about 10:45 p.m. on Christ-
mas day.

The suspect, Hector
Chavez, 38, is charged with
aggravated assault with a
deadly weapon. He is ac-
cused in the shooting of his
girlfriend, Juana Saenz,
32, who was transported to
an area hospital in critical
condition.

According to officials,
HPD patrol officers re-
sponded to the shooting
call  and found Ms. Saenz
had been shot once in the
abdomen.  She was trans-
ported by Houston Fire De-
partment paramedics to
the hospital.  Further in-
vestigation determined
Chavez shot Saenz in the
presence of their male
child, 7, who was not in-

Charges have been filed
against a suspect arrested
in the stabbing of a wom-
an at 2409 West Little York
about 5:20 p.m. on Tues-
day, January 1, 2019.

The suspect, Lashante
N. Crawford, 42, is charged
with aggravated assault
with a deadly weapon.

Detectives said the vic-
tim, Alma Herrea, 33, and
Crawford got into an ear-
lier physical confrontation
and then met up again lat-
er in the day.  At that time,
another physical confron-
tation between the two
women ended with Craw-
ford stabbing Herrera mul-
tiple times in the face and
back with a knife. Para-
medics transported Her-

Harris County Attor-
ney Vice Ryan will visit
the Aldine Library on
Wednesday, January
16, at 2 pm to present
“Introducing the Coun-
ty Attorney’s Office” to
area residents.

Suspect killed during
robbery at Little York

Smith

ed a short distance away
by officers.  Smith stated
he was in fear of his life
when he fired his gun.

The identity of the de-
ceased male is pending
verification by the Harris
County Institute of Foren-
sic Sciences.

The investigation is con-
tinuing.

Man shots girlfriend

Chavez

jured.  Chavez was taken
into custody at the scene
and subsequently charged.

Anyone with additional
information in this inci-
dent is urged to contact the
HPD Major Assaults &
Family Violence Division
at 713-308-8800 or Crime
Stoppers at 713-222-TIPS.

Harris County Attorney’s Office
works for the Community

Woman arrested,
charged in stabbing
of another woman

rera to an area hospital
with multiple stab wounds.

Crawford fled the scene,
but eventually turned her-
self in the following day.

Crawford

Retiring Congressman
Gene Green honored at
Holiday Reception
By Gilbert Hoffman

A reception was held
last Friday evening to hon-
or retiring Congressman
Gene Green, and thank
him for the 26 years of ser-
vice to the community he
represented. Green was
elected to represent Texas
District 29 in 1992, and
was re-elected 12 times.

Green is known for his
service projects in the com-
munity, including Job
Fairs, Immunization Days,
Citizenship Days, Paying
for College Workshops, Se-
nior Citizens Forums, and
Veterans’ forums.

Prior to his terms in
Congress, Green served in
the Texas House and Sen-
ate. He will be succeeded
by Sylvia Garcia, who won
the election in November.
Garcia was the keynote
speaker at the reception,
reprising Green’s career
and service to the commu-
nity, and promising to con-

tinue his service projects.
The reception was held

at the Holiday Inn on the
East Freeway, hosted by
Constable Chris Diaz and
wife Jacinto City Mayor
Ana Dia, and Amir and
Sabrina Khan.

The event was attended

Host Constable Chris Diaz presents an
appreciation plaque to Gene Green and wife
Helen Green.

by about 150 friends and
well-wishers, a cross sec-
tion of the several commu-
nities he served, and the
organizations in each of
these areas, including pas-
tors, Rotarians, civic club
leaders, educators, and
businessmen.

THE RECEPTION HEAD TABLE included (l to r) Hosts Chris and Ana Diaz,
Helen and Gene Green, State Representative Mary Ann Perez, Host Amir
Khan, and Pct. 3 Constable Sherman Eagleton, and Congresswoman-elect
Sylvia Garcia, not pictured, who was speaking.

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield

The Harris County
Attorney is the civil law-
yer for the county, relat-
ed government entities,
and their officials. His
ultimate clients are the
people of Harris Coun-
ty. The County Attorney
and his staff safeguard
the rights of county res-

idents and protect them
from a broad range of
public nuisances. Every-
one is invited to come
and find out what the
County Attorney’s Of-
fice does for the benefit
all county residents. The
Aldine Library is locat-
ed at 11331 Airline Dr.

www.NENewsroom.com

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks ***Sorry No Passes             CLOSED CAPTION

**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6pm. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 • Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 pm

General Admission $7.50 • 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted  BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 • Theater 281-874-1141 • www.pccmovies.com

* ESCAPE ROOM (PG-13) -
12:45pm, 3:45pm, 6:45pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating
* HOLMES & WATSON (PG-13) -
12:00pm, 2:15pm, 4:30pm, 6:45pm,
9:00pm  Stadium Seating
* VICE (R) -
12:15pm, 3:15pm, 6:15pm, 9:15pm
Stadium Seating
* AQUAMAN (PG-13) - 3:15pm, 9:15pm
SPA-Spanish Dubbed; Stadium Seating
* AQUAMAN (PG-13) - 3:10pm, 9:20pm
Stadium Seating
* AQUAMAN 3D (PG-13) - 12:00pm,
6:15pm  Stadium Seating
* AQUAMAN 3D (PG-13) - 12:10pm,
6:15pm
SPA-Spanish Dubbed; Stadium Seating
* BUMBLEBEE (PG-13) - 3:45pm, 9:15pm
Stadium Seating
* BUMBLEBEE (PG-13) - 3:10pm, 8:30pm
SPA-Spanish Dubbed; Stadium Seating
* BUMBLEBEE in 3D (PG-13) -
12:30pm, 5:45pm
SPA-Spanish Dubbed; Stadium Seating
* BUMBLEBEE in 3D (PG-13) -
1:00pm, 6:30pm
Stadium Seating

* SECOND ACT (PG-13) -
12:30pm, 3:00pm, 5:30pm, 8:00pm
SPA-Spanish Dubbed; Stadium Seating
* SECOND ACT (PG-13) -
1:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating
* WELCOME TO MARWEN (PG-13) -
9:15pm
Stadium Seating
* MARY POPPINS RETURNS (PG) -
12:20pm, 3:30pm, 6:40pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating
* THE MULE (R) -
12:00pm, 4:15pm, 7:00pm, 9:45pm
Stadium Seating
Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse (PG) -
12:15pm, 5:45pm
SPA-Spanish Dubbed; Stadium Seating
Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse (PG) -
12:40pm, 3:15pm, 6:15pm, 9:00pm
Stadium Seating
* Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse 3D
(PG) - 3:00pm, 8:30pm
SPA-Spanish Dubbed; Stadium Seating
CREED II (PG-13) - 7:45pm
Stadium Seating
RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET (PG) -
12:00pm, 2:35pm, 5:15pm
Stadium Seating
Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch (PG) -
12:20pm, 4:45pm  Stadium Seating
* Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch in 3D (PG) -
2:30pm, 7:00pm  Stadium Seating

FRIDAY–WEDNESDAY 1/04/19-1/09/19

Opens THURSDAY,  Jan. 10
* DOG’S WAY HOME (PG)
5:00  7:15  9:30
* REPLICAS (PG13)  7:00  9:30
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Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty: My wife
and I were both born in
1953. My wife will reach
her full retirement age in
March 2019 and I will
reach mine in June of
2019. My wife's benefit
will be roughly $2,200/
month and mine will be
about $2,700/month if we
were to file for payments.
An option I have consid-
ered is spousal benefits
only. In June of 2019 can
my wife or I file and
suspend our benefits and
the other file for spousal
benefits and receive half
of the others benefits
while both our benefits
continue to earn credit
(8% per year) until we
both hit 70? Signed:
Looking to Maximize

Dear Looking: Well,
you can’t do things quite
the way you suggest, but
you do have a different
option known as the
“restricted application for
spousal benefits only”
which either of you can
exercise because you were
both born before the
cutoff date in the 2015
law which changed the
File and Suspend option.

You can’t both “file and
suspend” benefits as you
asked but using the
Restricted Application
(RA) allows one of you to
file for benefits and the
other to file the RA to
collect half of the other
spouse’s benefit while
allowing their own
benefit to grow. To use
the restricted application,
I usually suggest that the
lower-earning spouse
apply for their retirement
benefits first, allowing
the higher-earning
spouse to file the RA and
collect _ of the lower-
earning spouse’s benefit
while their own retire-
ment benefit grows at a
rate of 8% per year of
delay (actually 2/3rds of
1% per month of delay).
You can delay up until
age 70 when you’ll get
32% more than you will
get at age 66.

So if your wife applies
in March 2019 and
collects her full benefit,
you could file the RA
when you reach age 66 in
June 2019 and get half of
your wife’s benefit (about
$1,100/month) for 4 years

(AUSTIN) —January
3, 2019– Texas Comp-
troller Glenn Hegar
today said state sales
tax revenue totaled
$2.87 billion in Decem-
ber, 4.7 percent more
than in December
2017.

“Growth in state
sales tax revenue
continues to be led by
remittances from oil
and gas-related sec-
tors,” Hegar said. “The
year-over-year rate of
growth has moderated,
as expected, due to
strong collections from
a year ago as well as
the decline in the price
of crude oil.”

Total sales tax
revenue for the three
months ending in
December 2018 was up

AUSTIN — Texas’ sea-
sonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate was 3.7
percent in November, re-
maining at the same 42-
y e a r  l o w  r a t e  a s  i n
October, the Texas Work-
force Commission report-
ed Dec. 21.

The Texas economy
added 14,000 seasonally
adjusted non-farm jobs in
November and annual
employment growth was
3.0 percent for the month,
marking 103 consecutive
months of annual growth,
according to the commis-
sion.

“ T h e  a d d i t i o n  o f
365,400 jobs over the year
and 14,000 jobs in Novem-
ber demonstrates the con-
s i s tency  wi th  which
employers in our state
create job opportunities
for the highly skilled Tex-
as workforce,” said TWC
Chair Ruth R. Hughs.
“The Texas economy of-
fers employers access to a
competitive workforce
and provides job seekers
with career options in a
variety of growing Texas
industries. The numbers
are a testament to the re-
silience of our Texas em-
ployers and the diversity
of our Texas economy,”
she added.

The manufacturing
sector recorded the larg-
est private-industry em-
ployment gain over the
month with 9,100 jobs
added and led all indus-
tries in growth.

The Midland Metropol-
itan Statistical Area re-
corded the month’s lowest
u n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e
among Texas MSAs with
a non-seasonally adjusted
rate of 2.1 percent, fol-
lowed by the Amarillo
MSA, second lowest with
a rate of 2.5 percent, and
the Odessa MSA, third
lowest with a rate of 2.6
percent.

Special elections
are set

Gov. Greg Abbott set
Tuesday, Jan. 29, as the
special election date to fill
two recently vacated seats
in the Texas House of
Representatives.

Those seats are House
District 145, vacated by

Workforce commission
reports continuation of
employment trend

former state Rep. Carol
Alvarado, D-Houston, a
House member s ince
2008, and House District
79, soon to be vacated by
Rep. Joe Pickett, D-El
Paso, a House member
since 1995.

Alvarado in early De-
cember won a special elec-
tion runoff for the Texas
Senate seat vacated by
Sylvia Garcia, D-Houston,
who resigned from office
after she was elected to
the U.S. House in Novem-
ber. Alvarado was admin-
istered the oath of office
on Dec. 21. On Dec. 15,
Pickett resigned from of-
fice effective Jan. 4, citing
health issues.

Candidates who wish
to  have  the ir  names
placed on the special elec-
tion ballot must file their
applications with the Sec-
retary of State no later
than 5 p.m. on Jan. 3. Ear-
ly voting by personal ap-
pearance will begin Jan.
14.

Regent chair is
elected

Kevin Eltife, appointed
in 2017 by Gov. Abbott to
a six-year term on The
University of Texas Sys-
tem Board of Regents,
was unanimously elected
chairman of the board on
Dec. 20.

A native of Tyler, Eltife
has a resume that in-

cludes service on the
Tyler City Council as a
councilmember, as mayor
of Tyler, and as state sen-
ator for District 1.

While mayor of Tyler,
Eltife received national
recognition for the cre-
ation of a “pay as you go”
business plan that strate-
gically eliminated gener-
al obligation bond debt
and lowered property tax
rates.

As a state senator, El-
tife was noted for his bi-
partisan cooperation and
his leadership in finance,
economic development,
open government, health
and human services, and
government organiza-
tion.

The UT board of re-
gents oversees 14 higher
education institutions, an
enrollment of more than
235,000 students and an
operating budget of $19.5
billion.

Coalition includes
Paxton

Texas Attorney Gener-
al Ken Paxton on Dec. 20
announced that he and 38
state attorneys general
had sent a letter to con-
gressional leaders, asking
them “to fully consider
criminal justice reforms”
like those contained in
the federal FIRST STEP
Act (House Resolution
5682).

The letter explains
that many states already
have enacted criminal
justice reforms similar to
those in the FIRST STEP
Act to great success, such
as incentivizing federal
inmates to participate in
recidivism-reducing pro-
grams such as vocational
training and academic
courses.

H.R. 5682 also would
put more tools in the
hands of prosecutors, al-
lowing them to seek the
most appropriate sen-
tence for an individual’s
crimes, Paxton said.

“This legislation pro-
vides additional tools and
flexibility to the Federal
Bureau of Prisons, better
equipping our correction-
al system to ensure that
people coming back into
our communities are pre-
pared to do so as respon-
sible citizens who do not
pose a risk to our commu-
nities,” coalition mem-
bers wrote in the letter to
Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, Senate
Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer, House Speaker
Paul Ryan and House Mi-
nority Leader Nancy
Pelosi.

Ask Rusty – File &
Suspend? Restricted
Application? Or just
wait?

until you reach 70, at
which point you can
switch to your own
retirement benefit which
would be about $3564 per
month (using the num-
bers you provided). Since
your wife’s retirement
benefit would always be
more than her spousal
benefit (half of your FRA
benefit), she would
continue receiving her
own full retirement
benefit, unless you should
predecease her, in which
case she would get 100%
of the increased benefit
you are receiving instead
of her normal retirement
benefit.

But there is another
alternative: You could
both simply wait until
you are 70 to apply and
both get the 32% benefit
increase, which for your
wife would mean about
$700 more per month.
Which is the better
alternative? Only you can
decide, while comparing
expected longevity
against your wife collect-
ing an additional $700
per month starting at age
70. In a little over 6 years,
your wife’s additional
monthly benefit would
offset what you would
have received in spousal
benefits from the Re-
stricted Application, and
she’d get the higher
benefit for the rest of her
life. In the end, it always
comes down to how badly
you need the money now,
your health and your
expected longevity.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not repre-
sent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and
its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the
Social Security Adminis-
tration or any other
governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit
our website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-
advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Sales tax revenue
totaled $2.9 billion
in December

6.5 percent compared
to the same period a
year ago. The sales tax
is the largest source of
state funding for the
state budget, account-
ing for 57 percent of all
tax collections.

In December 2018,
Texas collected the
following revenue from
other major taxes:

• motor vehicle sales
and rental taxes —
$395.9 million, down
4.5 percent from
December 2017;

• motor fuel taxes —
$314.3 million, up 3.5
percent from December
2017; and

• oil and natural gas
production taxes —
$478.5 million, up 20.7
percent from December
2017.

5 ways to raise
a confident,
adventurous
child

(Family Features) From
taking steps toward the stairs to
learning that bubbles don’t taste
good, exploration is a part of
development for babies and
young children. While it’s an
exciting time, it also can be
coupled with anxiety and
hesitation as parents find
themselves saying “no” or
jumping in when baby discovers
a new space.

An Open for Adventure
survey from Babyganics found a
majority of parents (69 percent)
believe a child can learn to be
more confident if he or she is
allowed to explore freely as a
baby. However, letting go
doesn’t always come naturally
for parents.

Clinical health psychologist
Dr. Bobbi Wegner encourages
parents to be explorer parents,
which focuses on raising
resilient, confident and
adventurous humans through
challenge and discovery. She
offers these tips for parents:

Aid in discovery. Encourage
and applaud baby’s healthy risk-
taking, such as mastering a
challenging stair climb or
pushing through moments of
frustration and failure. Addition-
ally, create teachable moments
that introduce your child to
necessary limits. For example, if
you have hot coffee in the
morning and your little one wants
to touch the mug, let him or her
gently touch a warm area of the
mug with a fingertip and repeat
that the mug is “hot” to help
encourage exploration and flex
baby’s senses.

Let baby be free. While you
may think baby gadgets are
necessary for playtime, consider
rethinking those toys. Instead of
searching for stimulation through
lights and sounds from a toy,
allow your baby to explore the
natural environment. Look for
opportunities that allow him or
her to make a manageable mess
and even get wet or dirty. This
could be as simple as playing
with a container filled with water
or letting your baby pull up grass
in the backyard. These small
unstructured play adventures
can help develop independence
and confidence.

Engage the senses.
Exposing your baby to new
flavors and smells helps engage
him or her on a multi-sensory
level. For example, allowing your
baby (at an appropriate age,
typically between 4-7 months) to
try new foods can provide a
feeling of accomplishment while
also exposing him or her to
different textures and flavors.
Encourage even more sensory
exploration by allowing your
baby to smell the food and even
play with it using his or her
fingers.

Provide early exposure to
new places. Bringing baby
along to restaurants and other
public spaces allows for positive
exposure to new places, people
and sounds, which can help build
the immune system, encourage
social interaction and support
development. While letting a
child explore in a public setting
like an airport or train station can
make many parents anxious,
carrying products such as
Babyganics Alcohol-Free Hand
Sanitizing Wipes can help ease
parents’ apprehension and keep
little hands germ-free while on
the go.

Wait a moment. It’s common
for parents to intervene the
moment baby awakes from a
nap or starts moving toward the
stairs. Try pausing, allowing your
little one to naturally find his or
her limits while managing your
own fears and worries. This
tactic can allow your young
explorer an opportunity for
cognitive and social-emotional
development with you as a
safety net nearby.

“Parents often look to their
own internal response to guide
parenting: ‘If I am worried then it
must be dangerous, and I should
not allow my baby to do it,’”
Wegner said. “When in fact,
parents should prioritize their
baby’s exploration and needs to
provide learning opportunities
rather than allowing their own
anxieties to impede their
children.”

For more information, visit
babyganics.com.
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The Texas Parks & Wildlife Depart-
ment (TPWD) will deliver up to 1,400
rainbow trout to each of the following
Precinct 4 parks Friday, Jan. 18:

• Burroughs Park, 9738 Hufsmith
Road in Tomball

• Bane Park, 9600 W Little York Road
in Houston

• Dennis Johnston Park, 709 Riley
Fuzzel Road in Spring

• Meyer Park, 7700 Cypresswood Drive
in Spring

• Pundt Park, 4129 Spring Creek Drive
in Spring

• Kickerillo-Mischer Preserve, 20215
Chasewood Park Drive in Houston

Delivery times will vary depending on
the TPWD delivery schedule. Anglers are
encouraged to take advantage of rainbow
trout fishing opportunities while they
last, as rainbow trout are only available
during the winter. TPWD recommends
using cheese, kernel corn, nightcrawlers,
red wigglers, and meal worms to catch
trout. Suggested lures include a small
inline spinnerbait or a spoon.

Rainbow trout are delivered to Precinct
4 parks annually to provide ample fish-
ing opportunities during the winter, when
other fish species are less active. Late
winter and early spring are also success-
ful times for catching white bass and
crappie. Catfish may be caught year-
round.

There is a daily bag limit of five trout
per angler and no minimum length lim-

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
delivers rainbow trout to Precinct 4 Parks

its. All TPWD rules, regulations, and li-
censing requirements apply to the public
waterways within Precinct 4.

Anglers 17 years of age and older are
required to purchase a valid Texas fish-
ing license with a freshwater stamp en-
dorsement. The freshwater stamp
endorsement has replaced the trout
stamp. A freshwater fishing license may
be purchased at most sporting goods
stores and a valid Texas driver’s license
is required. Anglers may also purchase a

license over the phone by
calling the Texas Parks &
Wildlife credit card license
sales line at 1 (800) TX LIC
4 U [1 (800) 895-4248] or
online at
www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

To view the rules and
regulations about fishing
in Precinct 4, please visit
www.hcp4.net/community/
parks/fishing.

Rainbow trout

Prudhomme will be getting
a special player.

“Jonzell is a workhorse
who does not let up,” Show-
ers said. “He’s very smart
and can analyze a play be-
fore it happens. His
strengths are his football
IQ and his relentlessness
to make plays. Jonzell has
a true passion for the
game.”

Prudhomme, whose fa-
ther Tremel played on the
1990 Aldine High School
team that won the state
and national title, is also a
solid student off the field.
He carries a 3.9 grade
point average (on a 4.0
scale) and is in the top 1%
of his class. He’s also a
member of the National
Honor Society at Davis
High, served as a volunteer
during Hurricane Harvey,
was a member of the Dis-
trict 16-6A All Academic
Team and was Academic
All-State. He was also
named first team all-dis-
trict on the District 16-6A
defensive team. He is also
a Houston Chronicle Top
100 recruit.

Defensive Player,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“He’s well liked by his
classmates, our staff and
his teammates,” Showers
said. “Our coaches love
him, especially me!”

Showers said Prudhom-
me is only scratching the
surface with his playing
talents. He said his frame
should allow him to add
another 20 to 30 pounds of
muscle that could make
him an even more power-
ful player.

Off the field, Prudhom-
me likes giving back to his
community and church,
Showers said.

“He enjoys assisting in
the community and with
the ministry at his church,”
Showers said. “He comes
from an outstanding fami-
ly. He is a reflection of his
mom and dad, Tremel and
Natasha, both of whom
work in the district.”

It appears whatever col-
lege or service academy
lands Jonzell Prudhomme,
they are going to get a win-
ner on and off the football
field.
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SEMI-RETIRED
Handyman will do
carpentry,
painting, roof
repairs, mobile
homes, pressure
washing. Lifetime
Houstonian.
713-754-0923.
Don.          16-tfn

HELP WANTED

SALES
REPRESENTATIVE

Part Time Position available for
Newspaper ad sales person for
the Aldine and North Channel

areas. Set your own hours.
Commission basis means you

can earn more. Bilingual
helpful. Car required. Send
resume to nenewsroom@aol.com.

HELP WANTED
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C H U R C H    P A G E

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 281-449-9945

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

Community Outreach Programs
“Helping Others Help Themselves”

Immigration Education and Integration Program
Citizenship Classes - Parenting Education

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Text to: 832-906.4214
Phone: 281-799.9076

marianas@bondingagainstadversity.org

Classified Ads,
Call

713-266-3444

Maria Cardoso de Hernandez
Hazel Elizabeth Fedrick
Mr. Jose Juan Moctezuma
Edward “Jim” James Helton
Frankie Lee Russell

RECENT DEATHS BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Jeremi-
ah in the Old or New Tes-
tament or neither?

2. The villains, Sanbal-
lat and Geshem, are men-
tioned in only which book
(KJV)? 2 Chronicles, Ezra,
Nehemiah, 2 John

3. From Ephesians 5,
what did Paul recommend
as a substitute for wine?
Water, Laughter, Love,
Holy Spirit

4. Who condemns drink-
ers who start early in the
morning? Job, Isaiah,
Ruth, Esther

5. From 1 Kings 10:26,
which king had 1,400 char-
iots and 12,000 horsemen?
David, Jehoash, Solomon,
Neco

6. According to many,
who wrote the book of Rev-
elation? John, Jude, Mat-
thew, Peter

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2)
Nehemiah; 3) Holy Spirit;
4) Isaiah (5:11); 5) So-
lomon; 6) John (the Reve-
lator)

Thomas Lincoln Westbrook
Billie Jean Word
Arturo Castillo
Ruth Daulley
Donald George Gregersen
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Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

ANDY
ELIZARDO
PLUMBING

Master Plumber
All types of

Plumbing Repairs
and Drain
Cleaning.

Discount for Seniors.
CALL for FREE

ESTIMATE
281-441-3390

17-4 TFN

PLUMBING

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

HALL FOR RENT
$550 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392
PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES
SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

TREE SERVICE

08-tfn

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE
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THIS WEEK’S

FEATURED BUSINESS

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers
Repair or Replace. We also repair

broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

HOME IMPROVEMENT

36-tfn

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

RENT/LEASE

EFFICIENCY & RV
for rent. $100 to $125
per week.
Some bills paid.
14517 Reeveston
Rd. Call
281-904-2727

           43-2

AUTO, HOME INSURANCE

Carlos Diaz
Agente
DIAZ INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto, Home, Commercial, Life
Call For A Quote Today

832-698-2916
Fax: 281-971-1702
cdiaz@farmersagent.com

SERVICES

EARN UP TO
$250
in 2 weeks at BPL
Plasma. 218 1st
Street W Humble,
TX 77338. Call
218-713-5578 for
more info.

          01-3

L I F E S T Y L E

Classified Ads, Call
713-266-3444

RENT/LEASE

EFFICIENCY
APARTMENT
in Aldine area. All bills
paid. Call Kathy
281-948-7985

01-2

TREE SERVICES
FREE Estimates  • Over 20 years Exp.

Mr. Lopez TREE SERVICE
 *AFFORDABLE PRICES *

Removal, Cutting, Pruning,
Trimming, Topping,

Stump Grinding

J. Lopez 281-827-5978 Call or Text

10-
TFN

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print
Newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul

Frank

Take Pride in
our Community
Keep it Clean

Tai Chi
Wednesdays, Jan. 9, 16,

23, and 30 at 9 a.m.
Interested in trying a

new healthy outdoor activ-
ity? Tai Chi is a centuries-
old activity shown to
reduce osteoarthritis pain
and improve quality of life,
reasoning ability, balance,
and stability. John Spen-
cer, volunteer Tai Chi in-
structor, leads this class
based on the 24-step Yang
form of Tai Chi. The one-
hour class includes low-im-
pact stretching, breathing,
and range of motion exer-
cises held in the outdoor
classroom near the Nature
Center.

Conservation
Connections

Wednesdays, Jan. 9, 16,
23, and 30 at 8:30 a.m.

Join Horticultural Coor-

Open-Fire Cooking, and more at Jones Park!
dinator Matt Abernathy
Wednesdays at 8:30 a.m. to
assist with conservation
projects around Jones
Park. Projects may include
the following: pollinator
garden maintenance, veg-
etation management, hab-
itat restoration, native
plant propagation, biolog-
ical surveys, and more
throughout the year. Ages
10 and up. Children under
the age of 16 must be ac-
companied by a parent or
guardian. Participants
need to wear closed-toed
shoes and bring their own
gloves.  Long pants, water,
and a hat are recommend-
ed.

Tadpoles Club
Wednesdays, Jan. 9, 16,

23, and 30 at 10:30 a.m. or
1 p.m.

Introduce preschool-

aged children to nature
through stories, crafts,
puppets, short walks, and
animals. This free, interac-
tive, naturalist-led pro-
gram provides a great
opportunity for caregivers
and children to learn about
and enjoy nature together.
Reservations required be-
ginning Wednesday, Dec. 5.
Ages 3 to 4 only. Parent/
guardian must accompany
child. No younger or older
siblings.

Second Saturday
Settlers: Open Fire
Cooking

Saturday, Jan. 12 from
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

In this family-friendly
event, volunteers and staff
bring the heat to Jones
Park’s historic Redbud Hill
Homestead. As the chilled
January air swirls, guests

are invited to gather
around a crackling fire as
re-enactors demonstrate
19th century cast iron
cooking techniques and
share some tasty bites.

Pioneer Campfire
Saturday, Jan. 12 at 5:30

p.m.
Spend a captivating

evening around a campfire
with acclaimed actress and
storyteller Jean Donatto.
In This Train is Bound for
Story, Jean takes audience
members on a highly par-
ticipatory journey through
an itinerary filled with
tricksters, humor, high
drama, and lessons in life.
Reservations required be-
ginning Wednesday, Jan. 2.

Jesse Jones Park
Volunteers Meet &
Greet

Monday, Jan. 12 at 7
p.m.

Become a V.I.V. (Very
Important Volunteer)! Get
behind-the-scenes access
to special programs and be
the first to learn about up-
coming volunteer opportu-
nities, projects, and how to
become involved with the
nonprofit organization,
Jesse Jones Park Volun-
teers (JJPV). If you enjoy
the outdoors, working with
people, or have a special
skill, consider becoming a
Jesse Jones Park Volun-
teer and meet others who
share your passion. Train-
ing is provided as needed
and no previous experience
is necessary.

Second Sunday
Pickers

Sunday, Jan. 13 from 2
p.m. to 4 p.m.

Join this musical group
celebrating more than 30
years of concerts! The Sec-
ond Sunday Pickers enter-
tain with acoustic music,
including country-and-
western, bluegrass, folk,
gospel, Cajun, and blues.
Visitors are welcome to lis-
ten to free folk music or
bring an instrument to join
in the fun.

Jesse H. Jones Park &
Nature Center is a Harris
County Precinct 4 facility
located at 20634 Kenswick
Drive in Humble. All pro-
grams are free of charge
and open to the public.
Jesse Jones Park Volun-
teers (JJPV) welcomes ap-
plications from interested
participants. For more in-
formation about the park
or any of the activities,
please call 281-446-8588 .
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 C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S

By Allan Jamail

Austin, TX. Friday, De-
cember 21, 2018 – in the
Texas Capitol’s Senate
Chamber, House of Repre-
sentative member Carol
Alvarado was sworn in as
the new Senator for Texas’
Senate District 6.

Alvarado was recently
elected in a Special Elec-
tion on December 11th to
fill the vacancy of Senator
Sylvia Garcia who was
elected in the November
General Election as Con-
gresswoman of the 29th
District to replace retiring
Congressman Gene Green.

The Master of Ceremo-
nies was Senator John
Whitmire the Dean of the
Texas Senate and the Oath
of Office was given by Har-
ris County Commissioner
Rodney Ellis.

Whitmire said, “Today is
special to me because Car-
ol’s friendship and mine
spans 26 years. As a Pre-
cinct Chair there was no
harder worker than Carol
to get voters to the polls.
She even created Block
Capitan’s to help her get
the votes out, she’s a hard
worker, today proves hard
work pays off.”

Carol Alvarado sworn in
as new Texas Senator

Photo by Allan Jamail
Senator Carol Alvarado, middle, takes Oath at Texas
Capitol as new Senator of Texas for District 6.

Ellis before administer-
ing the Oath gave praises
to Alvarado’s hard work as
a Houston City Coun-
cilmember, noting she led
the Council in efforts to
improve air quality and
closing nuisance bars in
neighborhoods.

Senator Alvarado
thanked her family and
everyone in attendance
and those who helped in
her political career. She
said, “My mother is my

rock and my idle and she
did a great job raising our
family. We need to see how
hard work pays off in our
Democratic process, I’ll
continue to work hard for
those I represent and all
Texans.”

At this time there’s not
been a decision made by
the Governor for an elec-
tion date to fill Alvarado’s
vacant 145th State House
seat.

New County Judge
Lina Hidalgo takes oath

As required by law,
Harris County Judge-elect

Lina Hidalgo took her oath
of office at 12:01 am on

January 1, 2019.
The swearing-in

ceremony was held at the
Office of Homeland

Security and TranStar
building, as seen at right.

A more public
ceremony was held later in

the day at NRG, with all
county elected officials

taking the oath together.

Fatal Crash on
Aldine Mail Rt.,
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bound on Aldine Mail,
failed to stop at a red light,
and struck the side of a red
Ford F-150 pick-up head-
ed southbound on Aldine
Westfield. The driver of the
pick-up, Silvia Zavala, 45,
was killed in the accident.

The GMC Acadia SUV
that struck the truck had
three teenage boys inside,
who had been throwing
eggs at passing cars. One
of the cars hit by the eggs
decided to chase the boys,
and they were travelling at
a high rate of speed to
avoid being caught. Some
reports say the driver of
the car chasing them bran-
dished a gun, adding to the
mayhem. The 14 year old
SUV driver suffered a bro-
ken ankle, one other was
injured and taken to LBJ
hospital, and the third was
not injured in spite of the

fact that both vehicles
were thrown up into the
air by the impact, landing
in a ditch along Aldine
Mail Route. The pick-up in
which the woman died was
upside down, and torn
apart by the crash.

The car that was chas-
ing the SUV did not stop,
and authorities said they
know who was driving it,
and are planning to inter-
view him. He may face
charges, too, pending a
planned presentation to a
grand jury by the District
Attorney’s office. Failure to
stop and render aid in an
accident is a second-degree
felony. Witnesses said he
was driving a gold older
Lincoln Continental sedan
with a white top. He was
identified as an Hispanic
male in his late 20s with a
tattoo on his left arm.

The accident was cap-
tured on video by two near-
by stores, on their
surveillance cameras. The
impact was astonishing,
unlike anything imagin-
able.

The mother of they boy,
in a television interview,
said he took the car keys
she had hidden from him,
while she was at church.
She said the driving chas-
ing him was at fault, not
her son, because he was
“running for his life.” She
said she was asking for for-
giveness for her son. She
says he is a good kid, who
studies and goes to church.

Meanwhile, Sheriff
Gonzalez says that the boy
has been “booked in the
county juvenile detention
center,” pending further
action by the District At-
torney’s office.


