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Your neighborhood groomer
at an affordable price!

Furrytails Dog Grooming
407 NOONDAY LANE, HOUSTON TX 77060

281-445-9780
www.furrytdg.com

Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sat 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

Services Available: • Flea & Tick Dips • Full Bath &
Blow Dry • Nail Trims • Hair Style per Your

Instructions • Teeth Brushing • Dog Accessories •

Aldine Bender

Aldine Mail

Noonday

Lillja

➢

MARKETPLACE – Please Mention the NORTHEAST NEWS when you visit our Advertisers.

Artist’s Showcase:

Nutrition
Classes
   Harris County Public
Health presents Nutrition
classes. Learn how to
make delicious, healthy,
and easy recipes. 4-session
course. Some of the topics
covered include: myplate,
proteins, dairy, whole
grains.
   Join Harris County Public
Health every Thursday
starting March 14 - April 4
from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30
a.m. at Harris County
Emergency Corps located
at 2800 Aldine Bender Rd.,
Houston, TX 77032.
   Each interactive lesson
held will be taught by
health professionals and
nutrition experts.
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East Aldine progress report on
the Town Center development

Health authorities
recommends individuals
to get protected
through vaccination

HOUSTON - Harris
County Public Health
(HCPH) confirms three
measles cases in Harris
County. The patients,
whose identities will re-
main confidential, are two
boys (under the age of 2)
and a 25 – 35 year-old
woman.  All three patients
reside in northwest Harris
County.

 “Measles is a highly
contagious respiratory dis-
ease caused by a virus,
which spreads to others
through coughing and
sneezing,” said Umair A.
Shah, MD, MPH, Execu-
tive Director for HCPH.
“However, it is easily pre-
ventable. Parents and car-
egivers have the power to
protect their children and
themselves from this dis-
ease by getting vaccinat-

Harris County Public Health
confirms three measles cases
in Harris County

ed.”
The last confirmed re-

port of a measles case in
Harris County was by the
City of Houston in 2018.
This year, there are cur-
rently six confirmed re-
ports of measles cases in
the state of Texas.

Measles can be danger-
ous, especially for babies
and young children. Mea-
sles is an airborne virus
that lives in the nose and
throat mucus of an infect-
ed person. It can spread to
others through coughing
and sneezing. Symptoms of
measles are a high fever,
runny nose, cough, red-
watery eyes and sore
throat that is followed by
a rash breakout 3-5 days
after symptoms begin.

Measles is highly conta-
gious, and if one person
has it, 9 out of 10 people
around that person will
also become infected if
they’re not yet vaccinated.
About 1 out of 4 people who

get measles will be hospi-
talized. Measles is pre-
vented through the
combination MMR (mea-
sles, mumps and rubella)
vaccine. The Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) recom-
mends that children get
two doses in order to be
fully protected:

• The first dose at 12
through 15 months of age

• The second dose at 4
through 6 years of age

The best way to protect
yourself and your family
against measles and other
vaccine-preventable

diseases is by immuni-
zation. HCPH encourages
individuals to contact their
health care provider if they
show signs and symptoms
of measles. For a list of rec-
ommended vaccines,
please visit www.cdc.gov/
vaccines/schedules/ or
speak to your health care
provider.

MetroNext Meetings
lead to new transit plan

New lines to Airports included

Harris County
Judge Linda
Hidalgo
launches Civic
Engagement
Plan

Green Forest
Civic Club
Meeting
The next meeting will be
Tues. 02/26/19, 6:30pm at
the American Legion Hall,
3415 Aldine-Mail Rte. All
meetings are open to the
public. For more informa-
tion, please contact Marina
Flores Sugg at 281-684-
9751.

¡Ya esta
aquí,
el mejor
premio
para su
buen
gusto!

BAKERY

★

LAUDER RD.

ALDINE MAIL RT.

E. MT. HOUSTON E
A

S
TE

X
   

FW
Y.

Pan Riko

[

Pan Riko

Wednesday
4 Bolillos for $1281-442-1991

5216 Aldine Mail Rte.

Alex & Mia enjoy fresh bread

HARRIS COUNTY,
Texas – Last weekend
Judge Linda Hidalgo
kicked off the first Civic
Saturday event as part of
“Talking Transition: Har-
ris County”, a program
designed to promote the
public’s involvement in
shaping the county’s fu-
ture.
Talking Transition: Harris
County

This initiative of the
newly-elect Harris County
Judge Lina Hidalgo will
bring together thousands
of Harris County residents
from all walks of life to

See Civic Engagement,
Page 8

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks ***Sorry No Passes             CLOSED CAPTION

**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6pm. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 • Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 pm

General Admission $7.50 • 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted  BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 • Theater 281-874-1141 • www.pccmovies.com

* COLD PURSUIT (R) -
12:20pm, 3:00pm, 5:45pm, 8:30pm
* THE LEGO MOVIE 2: The
Second Part in 3D (PG) -
1:00pm, 6:45pm
* THE LEGO MOVIE 2: The
Second Part (PG) -
3:45pm, 9:30pm
* THE LEGO MOVIE 2: The
Second Part in 3D (PG) -
12:30pm, 6:15pm

SPA-Spanish Dubbed;
* THE LEGO MOVIE 2: The
Second Part (PG) -
3:20pm, 9:00pm

SPA-Spanish Dubbed;
* THE PRODIGY (R) - 12:15pm,
2:40pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm, 9:50pm
* UNTOGETHER (R) -
12:30pm, 3:25pm, 6:00pm, 8:45pm
* WHAT MEN WANT (R) -
1:00pm, 4:00pm, 6:45pm, 9:30pm

MISS BALA (PG-13) -
12:30pm, 3:00pm, 5:30pm, 8:00pm
MISS BALA (PG-13) -
12:00pm, 2:30pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm

SPA-Spanish Dubbed;
GLASS (PG-13) -
12:00pm, 3:00pm, 6:15pm, 9:15pm
THE UPSIDE (PG-13) -
12:00pm, 2:45pm, 5:45pm, 8:45pm
ESCAPE ROOM (PG-13) -
12:10pm, 2:45pm
AQUAMAN (PG-13) -
4:00pm
* AQUAMAN 3D (PG-13) -
12:30pm, 7:30pm
BUMBLEBEE (PG-13) -
3:35pm, 9:15pm
* BUMBLEBEE in 3D (PG-13) -
1:00pm, 6:30pm
THE MULE (R) -
12:20pm, 3:25pm, 6:25pm, 9:10pm
SPIDER-MAN: Into the Spider-
Verse (PG) -
12:40pm, 3:15pm, 6:15pm, 9:00pm

FRIDAY–TUESDAY 2/8-2/12

Opens WEDNESDAY,  Feb. 13
* HAPPY DEATH DAY 2U (PG13)
12:00,  2:20,  4:45,  7:15,  9:35

MOVIES have Stadium Seating &
Closed Caption & Audio Description

METRO is working on
the development of a re-
gional transit plan, Met-
roNext, that will identify
major capital investments
and other improvements
needed to meet the mobili-
ty challenges of the next 20
years. As part of this pro-
cess, METRO held a series
of community open houses
to give the public an oppor-
tunity to share ideas on fu-
ture transit needs
throughout the Houston
region. The results of that
public input are the foun-
dation for a draft
“Moving For-
ward” plan that
they want to get
your input on.

In addition to
expanded park-
and-ride service,
METRO is also
looking for better
public transit ac-
cess to both ma-
jor Houston
airports.

The MetroNext plan
proposes an I-45 North
Bus Rapid Transport line
downtown to George Bush

Intercontinental Airport,
which would provide sta-
tion-to-station service sim-
ilar to a Light Rail Transit
system, while accommo-
dating multiple routes. The
plan also includes two pro-
posed Light Rail Transit
route extensions to Will-
iam P. Hobby Airport.

If you didn’t attend one
of these meetings, there
will be additional opportu-
nities to learn about MET-
RONext through online
meetings and telephone
townhalls.

Visit METRONEXT.org
for updates on upcoming
meetings and activities,
and to submit your ideas.

AERIAL VIEW of the new East Aldine Town Center as taken by a drone. Aldine Mail Route is in the
foreground, Keith Wiess Park beyond, and on the horizon downtown Houston. The center includes
the Harris County 9-1-1 Call Center, at left, the BakerRipley complex at the center, and the Lone Star
College-North Harris campus at right, with an Aldine ISD early college program. The cleared land at
left will be a commercial development, including a Joe V’s supermarket. The land beyond BakerRipley
will have new offices for the East Aldine District, and a public amphitheater and children’s park.
(Photo by ev1). READ MORE ON PAGE 8.
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It may be the spring se-
mester, but Eisenhower
High School administra-
tors are already looking at
the 2019-2020 school year.
Aquilla Aubrey, the admin-
istrator of college initia-
tives at Eisenhower HS,
coordinated the event that
took place January 25.

Students from Drew
Academy, Garcia Middle
School, Hoffman MS, and
Shotwell MS explored a
variety of options to con-
sider such as career and
technical education (CTE)
programs, International
Baccalaureate Diploma
Program and iASPIRE.

CTE Programs @ Eisen-
hower HS

• Engineering
• Pharmacy tech
• Health science
• Culinary arts
• Welding
• Agriculture [Future

Farmers of America (FFA)]
• Fashion Merchandis-

ing & Design

iASPIRE College-
Readiness Initiative

The future Eagles also
learned about iASPIRE
and International Bacca-
laureate (IB®) Diploma
Program. iASPIRE is a col-
lege-readiness initiative
that begins freshman year.
All iASPIRE classes are
held at the senior campus.
The main goal is to prepare

HOUSTON (Feb. 5,
2019) – Lone Star College
has been awarded a
$968,537 grant from the
Texas Workforce Commis-
sion to focus on the skilled
workforce shortage. The
grant will be used to help
Daikin Industries train
415 current employees and
hire an additional 115 em-
ployees.

 “Lone Star College is
one the leaders in work-
force training and we un-
derstand the importance
and impact our training
has on the local economy,”
said Stephen C. Head,
Ph.D., LSC chancellor.
“This relationship with
Daikin Industries is very
important to us.”

 Daikin is the World's
No. 1 air conditioning com-
pany and operates the
Daikin Texas Technology
Park, a major factory and
office in Waller.

“The Texas Workforce
Commission is working
hard to invest in students
to help fill these important
jobs and put them on a sol-
id career path,” said Ruth
Hughs, TWC, chair and
Commissioner Represent-
ing Employers. “We are
truly excited to support
this program.”

U.S. manufacturers like
Daikin rely on Mechatron-
ic Technicians who are

Eisenhower High School hosts
Options Fair for eighth graders

Eisenhower HS IB® students share their experience in the program with
current eighth-grade students.

students to succeed in col-
lege. According to Aubrey,
most of the students that
take part in the iASPIRE
program are the first in
their families to attend
college.  In the iASPIRE
class, there is a strong fo-
cus on academics, time
management, critical
thinking, organization,
and community service.
Students in iAPSRIRE be-
gin to apply for scholar-
ship opportunities as a
freshman and continue
through their senior year.
Current eighth graders at
the middle schools that
feed into Eisenhower can
apply now to be admitted
into the iASPIRE pro-
gram.

Eisenhower HS —
World IB ® School

Aldine ISD offers the
entire International Bac-
calaureate® (IB®) contin-
uum — Primary Years
Program, Middle Years
Program, and Diploma
Program). The IB program
provides a globally re-
spected and highly recog-
nized curriculum. The
rigorous program chal-
lenges students to excel
not only in their studies
but also their personal
growth. The District offers
the IB® Diploma Program
at Eisenhower HS. This is
a globally recognized hon-

ors curriculum. Many col-
leges and universities
award credit upon exam
results. During Bobby
Mansour’s presentation, he
noted that the IB® stu-
dents present at the event
were in the top 10 of their
class. Mansour is the IB®
program coordinator at the
campus.

Class of 2019 Inspires
the Class of 2022

The eighth-graders got
to hear from Ike students
who shared how they ben-
efitted from the various
options Eisenhower HS of-
fered.

One student, Hunena
Badat, entered at Eisen-
hower HS under the iA-
SPIRE program and
completed the IB® Diplo-
ma Program. She is the
valedictorian of the Class
of 2020. Badat recently re-
ceived a full-ride scholar-
ship to attend Rice
University. Hunena in-
tends to major in comput-
er science.

Before the event ended,
the staff lauded Aubrey for
her work with college ini-
tiatives at Eisenhower HS.

If you have questions
about college initiative pro-
grams at Eisenhower HS,
contact Aubrey at (281)
878-0900 or via email at
aaubrey@aldineisd.org.

Lone Star College receives
grant to help address skilled
workforce shortage

Lone Star College was awarded a $968,537 grant from the Texas Workforce
Commission to help train and hire employees for Daikin Industries. Pictured
(left to right) are Chris DeVault, Goodman Manufacturing vice president
Human Resources; Paul Long, Daikin Industries director Learning &
Development; Terrance Lindsey, Daikin Industries; Kristi Pittman, Daikin
Industries vice president Human Resources; Ruth Hughs, Texas Workforce
Commission chair and commissioner; Dr. Alton Smith, Lone Star College
chair Board of Trustees; and Dr. Stephen C. Head, Lone Star College
chancellor.

trained to work with
equipment integrating
electronics, mechanics,
pneumatics, hydraulics
and computer controls.
LSC students are taught
the skills necessary to earn
a Mechatronics Pre- Ap-
prentice Fast-track Certif-
icate which provides
training that relates to the
design of systems, devices
and products aimed at
achieving an optimal bal-
ance between basic me-
chanical structure and its
overall control.

 “It’s been a wonderful
relationship over the last
two years,” said Paul Long,
Daikin Industries director
Learning and Develop-
ment. “We would not be
where we are today with-
out this collaboration.”

The partnership takes
place with Lone Star Cor-
porate College, which
works with global corpora-
tions to provide custom-
ized training, open
enrollment courses and
professional seminars. It
focuses on the energy, com-
puter technology and ad-
vanced manufacturing
sectors, but also provides
training for retail, hospi-
tality, school districts,
health care organizations,
nonprofits and many oth-
er industries.

“Lone Star College is
one of the few colleges in
America to have a Corpo-
rate College,” said Head.

 Notable attendees at
the ceremony included Dr.
Alton Smith, Lone Star
College Board of Trustees
chair; Dr. Seelpa Keshva-
la, LSC-CyFair president;
Dr. Gerald Napoles, LSC-
North Harris president;
Chris DeVault, Goodman
Manufacturing vice presi-
dent Human Resources;
Paul Long, Daikin Indus-
tries director Learning &
Development; Terrance
Lindsey, Daikin Industries;
Kristi Pittman, Daikin In-
dustries, vice president
Human Resources; and Dr.
Stephen Head, LSC chan-
cellor.

 The TWC projects
Heating, Ventilation, Air
Conditioning and Refriger-
ation (HVAC-R) jobs grow-
ing 28 percent from 2016
to 2020.The HVAC-R in-
dustry continues to expe-
rience increased demand
from commercial construc-
tion projects and residen-
tial building in both urban
and suburban areas of Tex-
as. LSC also provides
training that allows stu-
dents to earn an HVAC-R
Associate of Applied Sci-
ence Degree to meet this
growing demand.

Congratulations to
Diego Morena on his
accomplishments this
weekend.  Diego, who
is a 7th grade student
at Hambrick Middle
School, participated in
the Special Olympics
the weekend of
February 2 in Austin,
Texas.  His skill in the
sport of bowling was
on full display as he
took home 2 Gold
Medals in the sport.
Diego was ecstatic
about his win and
shared his excitement
with Principal Dr.
Rebecca Sanford
when he returned to
school.

Gold Medal Winner at
Hambrick Middle School

Aldine ISD to Celebrate ‘Go
Texan Day’ on February 22
Show off your Lone Star
pride and support of the
Houston Livestock Show
& Rodeo, which starts
Feb. 25.

District leaders invite
staff, students and parents
to celebrate Go Texan Day
on Friday, February 22, by
dressing up in their best
Western outfit.

Go Texan Day has been
a tradition since the 1950s
and is celebrated across
Houston each year the Fri-
day before the rodeo pa-
rade. The Houston
Livestock Show & Rodeo
(HLSR) opens Monday,
Feb. 25 and runs through
March 17. Rodeo Houston,
which attracts more than
two million visitors each
year, is one of the largest
rodeos in the U.S.

By taking part in Go
Texan Day, Aldine ISD is
recognizing HLSR’s signif-
icant contributions to
AISD students and public
education in Texas. In No-
vember 2018, Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo
officials approved an edu-

This AISD student is ready for Go Texan Day!

cational commitment of
$27,174,610 to support
Texas youth and statewide
educational programs in
2019. A majority of the
funds will be administered
through more than
800scholarships valued at

$14,286,000.
Take the opportunity to

celebrate our Western her-
itage on Go Texan Day!
Wear your best cowboy
boots, jeans, hats and all
things that represent the
rodeo.

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it Clean
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H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield

(AUSTIN) — February
4, 2019 – Texas Comptrol-
ler Glenn Hegar today said
state sales tax revenue to-
taled $2.8 billion in Janu-
ary, 6 percent more than in
January 2018.

“The growth in sales tax
collections was primarily
due to continued strong
spending in oil- and gas-
related sectors,” Hegar
said. “Remittances from
restaurants also grew,
while those from retail
trade were flat relative to
a year ago.”

Total sales tax revenue
for the three months end-
ing in January 2019 was
up 6.1 percent compared to
the same period a year ago.
The sales tax is the larg-
est source of state funding
for the state budget, ac-
counting for 57 percent of
all tax collections.

In January 2019, Texas
collected the following rev-
enue from other major tax-
es:

• oil production taxes —
$274.5 million, down 3.3
percent from January

2018, the first such decline
since December 2016. Also,
monthly oil production tax
revenues were the lowest
since December 2017;

• natural gas produc-
tion taxes — $152.9 mil-
lion, up 24.3 percent from
January 2018;

• motor vehicle sales
and rental taxes — $425.7
million, down 0.5 percent
from January 2018; and

• motor fuel taxes —
$305.1 million, up 0.2 per-
cent from January 2018.

Sales Tax Revenue totaled
$2.8 billion in January

HOUSTON- Mayor
Sylvester Turner and
Houston City Council
Members approved  $383
thousand to purchase
emergency water rescue
equipment for the Houston
Fire Department.

"The administration is
committed to acquiring the
equipment needed by the
Houston Fire Department,
especially for emergency
response. The assets will
make firefighters’ jobs eas-
ier and provide lifesaving
resources for the public,”

Issues letter urging State
Senators to consider
impact of restricting
county funds

HARRIS COUNTY, TX
– In a letter to members of
the Senate Committee on
Property Tax, Judge Lina
Hidalgo rejected Governor
Greg Abbott’s revenue cap
saying that the proposed
legislation puts Harris
County’s storm recovery
and preparedness at risk.

 “My first priority is to
keep Harris County resi-

HOUSTON, Texas –
Feb. 1, 2019 – State Rep.
Armando Walle, D-Hous-
ton, at the State Capitol in
Austin, Texas.

Photo: Erich Schlegel,
Freelance / For the Chron-
icle

I was born and raised in
North Houston, and I can
still speak Spanish fluent-
ly. My kids, who live near
the same neighborhoods
where I grew up, can bare-
ly speak the native tongue
of my grandparents. By
Tom Brokaw’s notions of
being American, my kids
are doing a much better job
of assimilating than I.

On “Meet the Press” this
past Sunday, he remarked
that Latinos needed to
“work harder at assimila-
tion” and that children
needed to learn to speak
English. At best, these
were xenophobic com-
ments of a respected, but
out of touch, semi-retired
journalist ill-equipped to
talk about a complex issue.
At worst, the comments
are a window into deeper
prejudice and a fundamen-
tal misunderstanding of
what it means to be an
American.

Patriotism isn’t tied to
what language we speak.
By Brokaw’s notions of be-
ing American, I suspect if
he heard me ordering food
in Spanish to a waitress at
Alma Latina on Aldine
Mail Route in Houston, he
would just assume I was
one of those people he
imagines stayed in their
neighborhood of brown
people and never learned
English — when in fact I’m
a six-term state represen-
tative.

Latinos like me know
well that English profi-
ciency has never been a
safeguard against discrim-
ination or racism; it has
never been enough to sat-
isfy racists.

There are millions of
other Latinos and mem-
bers of other immigrant
groups who are unmistak-
a b l y  a s s i m i l a t e d  b y
Brokaw’s standards — yet
they are regarded as “un-
American” by the simple
act of donning a tradition-
al garment of another
country. Or by cooking un-
familiar foods from unfa-
m i l i a r  p l a c e s .  O r  b y
playing music of lands a
hemisphere away. Or, yes,

Judge Linda Hidalgo responds
to Governor’s Property Tax Bill

dents safe. We are at a crit-
ical juncture in our road to
recovery. This legislation is
short-sighted and repre-
sents a setback to those
efforts,” said Harris Coun-
ty Judge Lina Hidalgo.

 By declaring property
tax reform a state-wide
priority, the Governor ef-
fectively fast-tracked the
legislation which is now up
for Senate consideration
on Wednesday, February 6,
2019. This proposal has the
potential to severely limit

Harris County’s ability to
keep residents safe and
plan for the future.

 “Our constituents care
deeply about their proper-
ty taxes, but this proposal
will not lower their taxes.
County taxes are one of the
smallest portions of a resi-
dent’s property tax bill. If
we are unable to keep up
with our growing popula-
tion we will have to make
difficult choices about the
basic services we provide,”
added Judge Hidalgo.

Funds approved for additional
flood response equipment

Mayor Sylvester Turner
said.

This award consists of
equipment (dry suits, res-
cuer vests, boots, throw
bags, safety glasses and
other types of emergency
water rescue equipment)
to be used by the depart-
ment's water strike and
technical rescue teams to
respond to flood events
that occur citywide.

"I appreciate Mayor
Turner and City Council’s
support in funding this lat-
est round of equipment for

HFD," said HFD Fire Chief
Sam Peña. "This budget-
ary approval, along with
previous general fund allo-
cations, represents the
most significant invest-
ment in flood response as-
sets in years. It will allow
us to provide critical train-
ing, allow us to replace out-
dated equipment, acquire
additional resources and
better prepare for the an-
ticipated risk in our com-
munity. In short, our city
and our members will be
safer."

OPINION
By State Rep. Armando Walle

Rep. Walle: Tom Brokaw
doesn’t know what it means
to be an American

by speaking another lan-
guage in public.

If that’s all it takes for
Brokaw or other like-mind-
ed folks to assess me or my
fellow immigrant commu-
nity members as un-Amer-
ican, then I’d suggest their
notions of America are nar-
row and lacking the con-
text of the contributions
that immigrants made
throughout American his-
tory and are still making
to contemporary American
culture.

Whatever may explain
Brokaw’s words, they car-
ry the implication that as-
similating is the only way
to be American, which
speaks to an outdated un-
derstanding of American
society. America’s notions
of a “melting pot” society
are utopian ideas of a soci-
ety that accepts cultural
diversity only if it is appro-
priately watered down.

Assimilation is little
more than a synonym for
conformity, which clashes
with Americans’ core val-
ue of individualism. Rath-
er than a “melting pot,” it
might be more appropriate
to say that America is a
“salad bowl” in which the
ingredients are mixed up
but necessarily distinct. It
is the many cultures under
the American umbrella
that teach us the value of
different cuisines, lan-
guages and celebrations.
Houston is one of the most
diverse cities in the Unit-
ed States, and that is our
greatest asset. There is
nothing that makes you
feel quite as American as
seeing an authentic Mexi-
can restaurant right next
door to the city’s best pho
spot.

It’s not just misconcep-
tions of American values
that Brokaw misunder-
stands. The children of
Latino immigrants are
learning to speak English.
A study conducted by the
National Academies of Sci-
ences, Engineering and
Medicine expert panel in
2015 which showed that
second-generation immi-

grants are reaching En-
glish language proficiency
at rates just as fast as any
other period of migration
into the United States. In
fact, the same publication
cited studies showing that
even in the most highly
concentrated communities
of Spanish-speakers in
Southern California, tran-
sition to English domi-
nance was all but complete
by the third generation,
with only 4 percent still
speaking Spanish at home.

By some, immigrant cul-
tures are considered inva-
sive to the American way
of life — the fear of the
weeds overtaking the gar-
d e n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,
Brokaw’s idea of assimila-
tion is the one America op-
erates on so the pressure
on immigrant communi-
ties to abandon their cul-
tural identities is high.
America’s history with “as-
similation” has functioned
as a mechanism of oppres-
sion and we must change
the rhetoric so immigrants
and their children don’t
feel like they have to erase
all traces of their cultural
identities to be considered
American.

The influence of immi-
grants is in fact a corner-
stone of American culture.
It seems to me that it is
time to retire an idea im-
plicit in many people’s idea
of Americanism: The sub-
jugation of a native culture
to the dominant culture.
Instead, America should
be a nation that welcomes
the way it is enriched by
immigrants’ biculturalism.

After all, I can’t think of
anything more American
than eating chips and gua-
camole with brisket tacos
while rooting against the
New England Patriots in
the Super Bowl this Sun-
day.

Walle is serving his
sixth term in the Texas
House representing Dis-
trict 140, which includes
northern portions of the
city of Houston and unin-
corporated Harris County.

International and na-
tional companies have nu-
merous reasons to locate in
the North Houston Dis-
trict, including its excel-
lent transportation
infrastructure that pro-
vides proximity to Bush
Intercontinental Airport,
area roads/ freeways and
the Port of Houston.

The technology infra-
structure is also a major
asset in the North Houston
District, which is at the
crossroads of the region’s
fiber optic network. More
than a dozen long-haul and
last-mile carriers have
available fiber optic cable
here. This reliable connec-
tivity is an important rea-
son why several data
companies, such as Digital
Realty, Sungard AS, IBM
Cloud (formerly Softlayer)
and Data Foundry, can
serve their worldwide cli-
ents from the North Hous-
ton District.

Data Foundry is an Aus-
tin-based company that of-
fers wholesale and retail
data center space and pro-
vides internet connection
services. In 2013, it bought
an 18-acre tract in the

North Houston District’s
infrastructure connects area
businesses to worldwide clientele

Greens Crossing quadrant
that gave it abundant real
estate to construct a
350,000-square-foot pur-
pose-built data center
called Houston 2 with
room for expansion.

According to Will
Yokubaitis, Data Foundry’s
Vice President of Market-
ing, the company chose the
North Houston District in
part because of the tech-
nology infrastructure. “We
moved to the area because
it is fiber-rich and allows
us to deliver 14-plus net-
work carriers into our data
center to create a competi-
tive marketplace for net-
work connectivity for our
customers. Greenspoint
also gives us reliable pow-
er with access to dual un-
derground power feeds and
underground power distri-
bution,” he said.

The reliability of the
District’s power and con-
nectivity infrastructure
has helped Data Foundry
to expand it facilities.

“Our business is grow-
ing, and so is our data cen-
ter. We’re finishing out an
additional 3,000 square
feet of office space within

Houston 2, as we already
filled up all of our current
client leased office space,”
Yokubaitis said. “This
space is scheduled to be
ready by the end of Spring
2019. We are also starting
construction on our second
data hall in Houston 2,
adding approximately five
megawatts of power capac-
ity and 25,000 square feet
of space.”

Data Foundry appreci-
ates another unique aspect
of the North Houston Dis-
trict, one that is important
considering Houston’s po-
tential weather issues.
“The site we chose sits
above the 500-year flood-
plain, and we elevated the
data center an additional
three feet for safe mea-
sures. During Hurricane
Harvey, our data center
stayed dry, which allowed
us to remain online with-
out any incidences or out-
ages,” Yokubaitis said.

The success of Data
Foundry and other compa-
nies in the North Houston
District prove its infra-
structure and location
make it an excellent place
to do business.

Check us out on the web
www.nenewsroom.com
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AUSTIN — Voters
would have the power to
prevent their local govern-
mental bodies from in-
creasing property taxes by
more than 2.5 percent per
year under legislation in-
troduced in the Texas Sen-
ate and House on Jan. 31.

Senate Bill 2 and iden-
tical House Bill 2, both 116
pages in length, propose to
amend the current law, in
which local taxing author-
ities may increase taxes up
to 8 percent each year be-
fore a rollback election
would be required. Cries
for relief are widespread,
given the leeway current
law affords and the fact
that county appraisal dis-
tricts may increase the val-
ue of property at the same
time.

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick,
who presides over the Sen-
ate, said, “People desper-
ately need property tax
reform, our businesses
need property tax reform,
and we have set out, on
this date, early in session,
with a major piece of legis-
lation. We are setting the
tone for the rest of the ses-
sion on this issue,” Patrick
added.

In the introduced ver-
sions of SB 2 and HB 2,
taxing authorities that
bring in less than $15 mil-
lion in annual revenue
would be exempt from the
new requirements.

Sen. Paul Bettencourt,
R-Houston, chair of the
Senate Property Tax Com-
mittee, said, “The vexing
problem facing taxpayers
is that tax bills are going
up at least two or three
times faster than they can
handle. I think that the
concept of having a two
and a half percent rollback
rate across the board
means there's a universal
solution.”

According to the Senate
News Service, local elected
officials have turned out in
force to oppose caps on tax-
ing growth, saying it
harms their ability to de-
liver on needed services in
their home communities.
So far, those efforts have
succeeded, as similar mea-
sures have failed to reach
the governor’s desk in pre-
vious sessions.

Senate committee
starts work on
property tax reform

Patrick said that while
he hopes local officials will
work with the state on this
issue, ultimately property
tax reform is coming. “We
have been stopped time af-
ter time in the past by a
total resistance to reform,”
he said. “The days of say-
ing, ‘No, we’re going to kill
the bill because we don’t
want change’ . . . that day
is over.”

The Senate Property
Tax Committee will meet
this week to discuss SB 2.
House Speaker Dennis
Bonnen soon will assign
HB 2 to a committee. HB 2
author Rep. Dustin Bur-
rows, R-Lubbock, chairs
the House Ways & Means
Committee, which is
scheduled to meet this
week.

Advisory sparks
lawsuits

LULAC, the League of
United Latin American
Citizens, and MALDEF,
the Mexican American Le-
gal Defense and Education
Fund, last week filed law-
suits alleging the violation
of voting rights, voter sup-
pression and voter intimi-
dation over an election
advisory dated Jan. 25 and
addressed to county voter
registrars by Texas Secre-
tary of State David Whit-
ley.

In the advisory, Whitley
informed the registrars
that some 95,000 individ-
uals identified by the Tex-
as Department of Public
Safety as non-U.S. citizens
have matching voter regis-
tration records in Texas.
Whitley said about 58,000
of those have voted in one
or more Texas elections,
and that those records
would be turned over to the
Texas Attorney General's
office for potential legal
action.

MALDEF’s lawsuit was
filed in the U.S. District
Court for the Southern

District of Texas, Corpus
Christi Division. LULAC’s
lawsuit was filed in the
U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Texas,
San Antonio. Both civil
rights organizations seek
to stop the state from re-
moving registered voters,
particularly those who are
naturalized, from voter
rolls. MALDEF's lawsuit
names as defendants Whit-
ley, Texas Attorney Gener-
al Ken Paxton, Gov. Greg
Abbott and Galveston
County Tax Assessor and
Collector Cheryl E.
Johnson, in their official
capacities. LULAC's law-
suit names as defendants
Whitley and Paxton.

Land Office sets
deadline

Hurricane Harvey sur-
vivors living in temporary
housing units provided by
the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and
the Texas General Land
Office need to solidify their
housing plans leading up
to a Feb. 25 deadline, Land
Commissioner George P.
Bush announced Jan. 30.

Those who continue to
meet FEMA eligibility re-
quirements may be ap-
proved to pay rent and
remain in their current
temporary housing units
through Aug. 25. Others
may be eligible to purchase
their unit. However, these
programs must be ap-
proved by local officials
and may not be available
in all areas, according to a
General Land Office news
release.

Hurricane Harvey hit
coastal and inland coun-
ties of Texas from late Au-
gust to early September
2017, directly or indirectly
causing more than 100
deaths, displacing tens of
thousands of citizens and
causing monetary damag-
es estimated at $125 bil-
lion.

AUSTIN, Texas – February 5,
2019 – Texas Association Of
Builder’s Robert Wood: “The
Texas Association of Builders
appreciates the leadership
Governor Abbott has shown on
the issue of addressing the rising
property tax burden on Texas
homeowners.” “The Texas
Association of Builders
appreciates the leadership
Governor Abbott has shown on
the issue of addressing the rising
property tax burden on Texas
homeowners. We look forward to
continuing our work with the
Governor, Lt. Governor Patrick,
Speaker Bonnen and the
members of the Senate and
House to help ensure that future
generations of Texans can
continue to attain the American
Dream of home ownership.”
(Robert Wood, President, Texas
Association Of Builders, 2/5/19)

Texas Association Of
Business’ James Hines: “We
applaud the efforts of Governor
Abbott, Lt. Governor Patrick and
Speaker Bonnen to reduce the
property tax burden and improve
schools.” “We applaud the efforts
of Governor Abbott, Lt. Governor
Patrick and Speaker Bonnen to
reduce the property tax burden
and improve schools. Address-
ing funding for schools and
property tax relief will take
Texas’s legendary jobs and
economic climate to an even
greater level. TAB stands ready
to help the Governor, Lt.
Governor and Speaker make our
schools, workforce and economy
stronger than ever.” (James
Hines, Senior Vice President Of
Government Affairs And In-
House Counsel, Texas
Association Of Business, 2/5/19)

Texas Retailers Associa-
tion: “We applaud Governor
Abbott and the state’s leadership
for making both property tax
reform and school finance major
priorities for the 86th Legislative
Session.” “The Texas Retailers
Association represents all
sectors and sizes of the retail
industry in Texas. We applaud
Governor Abbott and the state’s
leadership for making both
property tax reform and school
finance major priorities for the
86th Legislative Session. TRA
and its members depend on a
business-friendly environment as
well as a well-educated
workforce for continued success
in Texas. We understand the
complex nature of these two very
important issues and are
committed to working with our
state’s elected officials to make
positive progress toward goals
which are shared by our
members, customers, and
employees across the state.”
(Texas Retailers Association, 2/
5/19)

Texas Apartment Associa-
tion’s Chris Newton: “The
Texas Apartment Association
applauds Gov. Greg Abbott’s call
for more transparency and
accountability in the property tax
system.” “The Texas Apartment
Association applauds Gov. Greg
Abbott’s call for more transpar-
ency and accountability in the
property tax system. Through his
efforts and those of legislative
leaders Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and
Speaker Dennis Bonnen, we are
hopeful that the legislature will
adopt meaningful reforms that
will not only limit growth in
property taxes and improve the
overall valuation system but also
provide more consistency and
certainty,” (Chris Newton,
Executive Vice President, Texas
Apartment Association, 2/5/19)

Texas REALTORS® Tray
Bates: “Texas REALTORS®
thank Gov. Abbott for making
property tax reform a priority
issue for the 86th Texas
Legislature.” “Texas REAL-
TORS® thank Gov. Abbott for
making property tax reform a
priority issue for the 86thTexas
Legislature. Texans deserve
more clarity in the process that is
leading to increasing tax
burdens, and the Legislature
must do everything in its power
to ensure homeownership
remains in reach of all Texans.”
(Tray Bates, Chairman, Texas
REALTORS®, 2/5/19)

Advocates
Praise
Governor
Abbott’s Call
For Property
Tax ReformSalary Act of 2019

WASHINGTON, DC –
January 29, 2019 – In
response to the recent
shutdown, Congressman
Dan Crenshaw joined
Congressmen Jared
Golden (ME-02) and Max
Rose (NY-11) in introduc-
ing the Solidarity in
Salary Act of 2019. The
bill, which is the first
piece of legislation
Crenshaw has introduced
in Congress, would
withhold the salaries of
the president, vice
president, and members
of Congress for the
entirety of a government
shutdown. The legislation
would ensure that those
members of the federal
government feel the same
pain and uncertainty that
our federal employees
face during a shutdown.

 “Federal employees
should never have to
carry the burden caused
by a dysfunctional
government; that’s why
I’m proud to cosponsor
this legislation,” said
Crenshaw. “When a
Congressional impasse
causes federal employees
to go unpaid, the Presi-
dent, Vice President and
Members of Congress
should have to withhold
their pay. We should have
to feel the very real
effects of a shutdown, just
as our fellow federal

Ask Rusty – Social Security
for couple with large age
difference

Dear Rusty: My wife is 63
and I’m 55. I’ve been the
breadwinner for 37 years and
draw almost $2000 per month
tax free from VA disability for life.
I’m also still working until I’m 60
or 62, not sure yet, and will have
a pension of about $1900 per
month. We have about $300k put
away in retirement accounts.
Since I still have a few years I
haven’t really looked much into
retirement. Is there anything you
can recommend on how to go
about Social Security with the
age difference? Signed: Younger
Husband

Dear Younger: With your VA
disability benefit, your expected
pension from work, your savings
and your eventual Social
Security benefit you are
positioned better than many for
your later retirement. You didn’t
say whether your wife is already
collecting Social Security
benefits on her own work record,
and that can be a factor in
deciding when you should apply.
This is because (from what
you’ve told me) your wife will
eventually be entitled to spousal
benefits from your record. To
start, please note that your wife’s
full retirement age (FRA) for
Social Security purposes is 66
years and 2 months, while your
full retirement age is 67. Your full
retirement age is when you get
100% of what you have earned
from a lifetime of working, but if
you claim benefits earlier than
your FRA, they will be reduced
and if you wait beyond your FRA
you can earn more. When to
claim your Social Security should
always take several things into
account – your health, your
current (and future) financial
needs and your expected
longevity. You cannot claim your
Social Security until you are at
least 62 years of age, but if you
claim at 62 you will incur a 30%
cut in the benefit you would be
entitled to at age 67, and that is a
permanent reduction.

Assuming your wife will be
eligible for a spousal benefit from
your record, since she will have
reached her FRA whenever you

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

OPINION
By REP. DAN CRENSHAW

✯

employees are forced to
do.”

“Federal workers don’t
get paid during a govern-
ment shutdown. Neither
should politicians,” said
Golden. “That’s just
common sense. Our bill,
the Solidarity in Salary
Act withholds paychecks
from the members of
Congress, the President,
and the Vice President
during a shutdown. This
legislation will help
prevent the American
people from being
political pawns for party
leaders and help return
sanity to the task of
funding the government.
I thank Representatives
Crenshaw and Rose for
joining me to offer this
important legislation.”

 “Only in a town as
broken as Washington do
you still get paid when
you don’t do your job,”
said Rose. “That’s wrong,
and it’s past time to make
it right.”

 The Solidarity in
Salary Act of 2019 places
the daily pay of the
president, vice president,
and members of Congress
in escrow for each day a
government shutdown
was in effect. Once the
government is reopened,
the withheld pay is
released.

claim benefits she can get up to
50% of the benefit amount you
are due at your full retirement
age. But if she claimed her own
SS retirement benefit before her
FRA, her spousal benefit will be
somewhat reduced. Your wife
cannot get her spousal benefit
until you start collecting your
Social Security so that may be a
factor influencing the decision of
when you should apply. While
that might suggest you should
apply as soon as you’re eligible,
you should also remember you
will take a cut in benefits by
claiming earlier than your FRA.
You can maximize your benefit
by waiting beyond your FRA to
apply and earning delayed
retirement credits which would
yield a benefit 8% higher for
each year you delay, up to age
70 when you could get 24%
more than you’ll get at age 67.
However, delaying would mean
your wife can’t collect her
spousal benefit until you start
your benefits, so you should
weigh the loss of her spousal
benefit against the increase you
get by delaying (remembering
that you would get the higher
benefit for the rest of your life,
which is where expected
longevity comes into play). And
one other point: if you claim
before your FRA and continue to
work, you will be subject to
Social Security’s annual
earnings limit until you reach
your FRA (exceeding the annual
limit will cause Social Security to
withhold some of your benefits).

So, as you can see, there are
numerous considerations when it
comes to deciding when you
should claim your Social
Security. I suggest you get a
Statement of Estimated Benefits
from Social Security. You can do
that by contacting your local
office (find it at www.ssa.gov/
locator) or by creating your
personal “My Social Security”
online account at www.ssa.gov.
Your Statement of Estimated
Benefits will show your
estimated benefit at ages 62, 67
and 70, and you can evaluate
which of those amounts is most
beneficial, considering your
financial needs, your wife’s
potential spousal benefit, and
your anticipated longevity.

This article is intended for
information purposes only and
does not represent legal or
financial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpretations
of the AMAC Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association (NSSA). NSSA and
the AMAC Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Security
Administration or any other
governmental entity. To submit a
question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) or email
us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.
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Twenty-two AISD student-athletes sign national letters of intent

Five Nimitz student-athletes sign
national letters of intent
Five student-athletes at Nimitz High School signed national letters of intent during
National Signing Day ceremonies held in their honor on Wednesday, Feb. 6.
Pictured are, (l-r): defensive back Edwin Dearman, who signed with Northern
Iowa University, defensive back Marsavious Hopkins, who signed with Bethany
College (Kansas), wide receiver Anthony Johnson, who signed with Central
Methodist (Missouri), wide receiver Karl Reynolds, who signed with Navarro College
and wide receiver Timberland Sanders who signed with Navarro College. Pictured
in the back row are, (l-r): School Assistant Superintendent of High School Dr. Todd
Davis, Director of Athletic Services Salvador Fernandez, Deputy Superintendent
Dr. Selina Chapa, Aldine ISD Superintendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney, Nimitz High
Principal Dr. Crystal Watson, Executive Director of Athletics Dre’ Thompson and
Nimitz High Head Football Coach Richard Slater.

Two MacArthur student-athletes sign
national letters of intent
Two MacArthur High School student-athletes signed national letters of intent on
Wednesday, Feb. 6 during a National Signing Day ceremony held in their honor.
The two who signed were Saul Hernandez, a defensive end who signed with
McPherson College, and quarterback/safety Armando Ordenana who signed with
Wayland Baptist University. Ordenana will also play baseball at Wayland Baptist.
Pictured with the two student-athletes are MacArthur High Principal Heather
Peterson, head football coach Wayne Crawford and members of the MacArthur
High School athletic staff.

Seven Eisenhower student-athletes
sign national letters of intent
Seven Eisenhower High School student-athletes signed national letters of intent
on Wednesday, Feb. 6 during a National Signing Day ceremony held in their
honor. Pictured are, front row, (l-r): athlete Deon Allen, who will sign with either
Kilgore College or Navarro College, linebacker Tyrique Matthews, who signed
with Texas Tech University and defensive back Robert Turner, who signed with
Henderson State University. Back row, (l-r): defensive back SherWaun Butler, who
signed with West Texas A&M University, Eisenhower High School Head Football
Coach Eric Jackson, defensive lineman Ja’Dyn Fonteneaux, who signed with
Midwestern State University, Aldine ISD Superintendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney,
linebacker Allen Lino, who signed with West Texas State University, Deputy
Superintendent Dr. Selina Chapa, offensive lineman J’onre Reed, who signed with
Blinn College, Executive Director of Athletics Dre’ Thompson and School Assistant
Superintendent of High Schools Dr. Todd Davis.

Seven Davis student-athletes sign
national letters of intent
Seven Davis High School student-athletes signed national letters of intent on
Wednesday, Feb. 6 during a National Signing Day ceremony at the school. Pictured
are, front row, (l-r): offensive lineman Tavon Burrows, who signed with Texas
A&M-Kingsville, linebacker Javian Lewis, who signed with Texas A&M-Kingsville,
defensive lineman Xavier Henderson, who signed with Texas A&M-Kingsville,
defensive back Xavier Bagley, who signed with Texas A&M-Kingsville, quarterback
Decorie King, who signed with Texas College, defensive back Reggie Ellis, who
signed with the University of Tulsa, and linebacker Jonzell Prudhomme, who signed
with Army. Pictured in the back row are, (l-r): Davis High Defensive Coordinator
Terence Brown, Davis High School Principal Anthony Watkins, Aldine ISD
Superintendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney, Aldine ISD Executive Director of Athletic
Dre’ Thompson and Aldine ISD Deputy Superintendent Dr. Selina Chapa.

Twenty-two Aldine ISD
student-athletes signed
national letters of intent
during National Signing
Day ceremonies held at

their respective schools
on Wednesday, Feb. 6.
The student-athletes
signed with schools in
Texas and across the

country.
AISD had three sign

with Division 1 schools.
Eisenhower High
School linebacker Tyr-

ique Matthews signed with
Texas Tech, while Davis
High defensive back Reg-
gie Ellis signed with the

University of Tulsa and
Davis High linebacker Jon-
zell Prudhomme signed
with Army.

In December, Aldine
High running back Jacorey
Howard signed with Texas
Southern University.
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SEMI-RETIRED
Handyman will do
carpentry,
painting, roof
repairs, mobile
homes, pressure
washing. Lifetime
Houstonian.
713-754-0923.
Don.          16-tfn
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C H U R C H    P A G E

Community Outreach Programs
“Helping Others Help Themselves”

Immigration Education and Integration Program
Citizenship Classes - Parenting Education

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Text to: 832-906.4214
Phone: 281-799.9076

marianas@bondingagainstadversity.org

Hno. Eusebio Guerrero
Martinez
Aianna Ortiz
LouEllis (Conley) Clemons
James Byron Roane

RECENT DEATHS

LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a

local newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches
more readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are
$10.00 per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢
per word plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if
required. Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for
supporting our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

713-266-3444           email: nenewsroom@aol.com

DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS: SGT
2000 Motor Freight
Inc. Company Earn
Up To $.45 p/mile
O/O Earn Up To
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E. Sign On Bo-
nus $5000*.
Company - Owner
Operators
713-674-2076
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VETERANS
POST

by Freddy Groves

We're Not
Victims---

Veterans make up
about one-third of the fed-
eral workforce. That
means a lot of us were af-
fected by the
shutdown.Some in the
mainstream press (as well
as the government em-
ployees union) took that
political opportunity to
wring their hands about
us poor veterans and how
some of us might be driv-
en to suicide because of a
couple of missing pay-
checks. Department of

Veterans Affairs Secretary
Robert Wilkie was forced
to address this in a terse
letter to the president of
the American Federation
of Government Employ-
ees, telling him to stop
promoting the "veteran as
victim" mentality.

There are no guaran-
tees of employment. If
we're in a civilian job, they
can let us go with no no-
tice. If we're in a govern-
ment job, we can be caught
up in shutdowns. While
most last only a few days,
the one in 2013 went on
for 16 days (blame the Af-
fordable Care Act). In
1995, it was 21 days (the
problem: balancing the
budget). As politicans pos-
ture and snarl, we get
caught in the crossfire.

However, there are
ways we can take care of
ourselves. Consider this a
clip and save column for

how to survive a govern-
ment shutdown ... or even
a civilian layoff.

The best-advice finan-
cial rule is to have savings
stuck away to cover six to
nine months of living ex-
penses, especially if you
have a family. Do not buy
that new car until you
have that money. Do not
buy a new anything until
you have that money. Do
a budget and pare it down
to essentials, multiply
that by six or nine, and
that's how much you need
to put away.

Consider taking on a
part-time job, if only for a
little while, and put that
money in your stash.

No matter who we work
for, anything can happen.
Be ready.

(c) 2019 King Features
Synd., Inc.

Classified Ads,
Call

713-266-3444

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey---

1. Is the book of 2 Thessalo-
nians in the Old or New
Testament or neither?

2. From Song of Solomon 8,
what is so powerful that many
waters cannot quench it? Hope,
Love, Salvation, Peace

3. Thorns and what else grew
from the ground that God cursed
after Adam and Eve's sins?
Vines, Ivy, Thistles, Weeds

4. According to Paul, in
hardships Christians are "more
than" what? Friends, Conquer-
ors, Warriors, Innkeepers

5. From Luke 19, what town
was home to Zacchaeus?
Jericho, Tarsus, Thessalonica,
Corinth

6. How many sons did Isaac
have? 2, 4, 6, 8

ANSWERS: 1) New; 2) Love;
3) Thistles; 4) Conquerors; 5)
Jericho; 6) 2 (Esau and Jacob)

Melba Parker
Daniel Sandate
Ciriaco Alvarado Guzman
Demaree Jones
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Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

ANDY
ELIZARDO
PLUMBING

Master Plumber
All types of

Plumbing Repairs
and Drain
Cleaning.

Discount for Seniors.
CALL for FREE

ESTIMATE
281-441-3390

17-4 TFN

PLUMBING

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

HALL FOR RENT
$550 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

TREE SERVICE

08-tfn

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

THE FRUGAL FROGTHE FRUGAL FROG
     C A L L  7 1 3 - 2 6 6 - 3 4 4 4  T O  R E A C H  6 0 , 0 0 0  R E A D E R S     C A L L  7 1 3 - 2 6 6 - 3 4 4 4  T O  R E A C H  6 0 , 0 0 0  R E A D E R S     C A L L  7 1 3 - 2 6 6 - 3 4 4 4  T O  R E A C H  6 0 , 0 0 0  R E A D E R S

CLASSIFIEDCL
AS

SI
FI

ED

THIS WEEK’S

FEATURED BUSINESS

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers
Repair or Replace. We also repair

broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

HOME IMPROVEMENT

36-tfn

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

AUTO, HOME INSURANCE

Carlos Diaz
Agente
DIAZ INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto, Home, Commercial, Life
Call For A Quote Today

832-698-2916
Fax: 281-971-1702
cdiaz@farmersagent.com

L I F E S T Y L E

RENT/LEASE

EFFICIENCY
in Aldine area off of
JFK and Lauder Rd.
$600/mo. +  deposit.
Furnished. All bills
paid. Call Kathy
281-948-7985

       04-2

TREE SERVICES
FREE Estimates  • Over 20 years Exp.

Mr. Lopez TREE SERVICE
 *AFFORDABLE PRICES *

Removal, Cutting, Pruning,
Trimming, Topping,

Stump Grinding

J. Lopez 281-827-5978 Call or Text

10-
TFN

Classified Ads
713-266-3444

www.NENewsroom.com

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 281-449-9945

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

HALL FOR
RENT

281-442-0578

Seats
Approximately
125 Persons

American Legion
Post 578

3415 Aldine Mail Route

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

PLUMBING SERVICES

TREE SERVICE

08-tfn

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

Harris County Precinct
4 invites the public to con-
nect with nature while
learning about the envi-
ronment during Na-
tureFestSaturday, March
2, from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
at Jesse H. Jones Park &
Nature Center.

More than 25 nature or-
ganizations, exhibitors,
and speakers will offer
family-friendly activities,
including guided nature
walks, pontoon boat tours,
live animal exhibits, a chil-
dren’s catch-and-release
fishing tank, crafts, and
other interactive demon-
strations.

Featured events include
performances by the
Chikawa Conroe Aztec

NatureFest Nurtures Outdoor
Awareness at Jones Park

Dancers and the Down-
town Aquarium along with
a guided bird walk with
local author Gary Clark
and two photography
walks with photographer
Kathy Adams Clark. Oth-
er guided hikes will focus
on pond ecology and locat-
ing wild edibles.

Participants can learn
more about the natural
world by visiting educa-
tional booths from exhibi-
tors such as Mercer
Botanic Gardens, Houston
Zoo, Baytown Nature Cen-
ter, Texas Parks & Wildlife
Game Wardens, wildlife
rehabilitators, Jesse Jones
Park Volunteers, and more.
Discussions focusing on
nature and conservation

efforts along the Spring
Creek Greenway will also
take place throughout the
day.

With leadership from
Commissioner R. Jack Ca-
gle, Jesse H. Jones Park &
Nature Center is a Harris
County Precinct 4 facility
located at 20634 Kenswick
Drive in Humble. All pro-
grams are free of charge
and open to the public.
Jesse Jones Park Volun-
teers (JJPV) welcomes ap-
plications from interested
participants. For more in-
formation about the park
or any of the activities and
programs offered, please
call 281-446-8588 or visit
the Jones Park website at
www.hcp4.net/community/
parks/jones.

www.facebook.com/
NENewsroom.com

Commercial
Printing

GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555
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Civic Engagement,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

have our voices heard
about issues that matter to
us—from the education of
our children to the fairness
of our justice system—to
share ideas, and to collec-
tively inform the Judge’s
priorities for her first year.

We all know that there
are no shortage of good
ideas in our communities
that can help improve our
schools, our hospitals, our
courts, and the rest of the
the ways that county gov-
ernment affects people’s
lives. The goal of this ini-
tiative is to make sure that
all of us who want to im-
prove our communities un-
derstand how county
government works—and
how we can change it.

It’s not an accident that
most people don’t under-
stand the workings of gov-
ernment—it’s not easy  or
accessible because that’s
how those who have tradi-
tionally been in power
have maintained it.  But
that’s not how it should be.
We want to make county
government more open
and more accessible to ev-
ery single one of us that
has the desire to partici-
pate. In other words, we
want to make Harris
County live up to the idea
that democracy is govern-
ment by us, for us.  --Har-
ris County Judge Office

Upcoming Civic Saturdays
A series of full-day pub-

lic events will take place
on several consecutive
Saturdays throughout the
County. Each  Civic Satur-
day will consist of:

1. A large gathering or-
ganized around a specific
theme (examples include
education, health, and
transportation) that will
give people a chance to
share new ideas for im-
proving their communities
and to hear from others;

2. Smaller working

groups for people who
have devoted time to spe-
cific issues to focus on how
to best realize community-
driven ideas through
county government; and

3. Classroom style les-
sons on the workings of
county government.

Civic Saturday # 2
This event is free and

open to the public. Let us
know that you’re coming
by registering here!

Topic: Transporta-
tion, Infrastructure,
and Safety

Date: Saturday, Febru-
ary 16

Time: 9:30AM - 1PM
(Doors open 9AM)

Location: BakerRipley
Gulfton Sharpstown

6500 Rookin St, Hous-
ton, TX 77074

Opening Town Hall -
What makes a well-con-
nected, safe, accessible,
and affordable transporta-
tion network so that all
Harris County residents
can access opportunities?

This assembly-style
session will include the
entirety of the partici-
pants present and ask us
to think creatively about
our transportation net-
work and what is needed
to make our communities
well-connected through
multiple transportation
options.

Breakout Session - Ac-
cessibility How does the
quality of infrastructure
affect mobility? What role
does the county play in
addressing the ability of
all people – regardless of
size, age, or disability – to
navigate and use trans-
portation-related infra-
structure?

Breakout Session - Af-
fordable Transportation
Options: Walking, Biking,
and Transit What afford-
able transportation op-

tions are available to me?
What role does the county
play in investing and
building such infrastruc-
ture?

Breakout Session -
Hike and Bike trails What
long-distance trail options
are available to me to hike
and bike throughout Har-
ris County? What are the
opportunities for the coun-
ty to expand this type of
infrastructure?

Breakout Session -
Road Safety for All How
can different county de-
partments work together
to make the road safer for
everyone – rollers, walk-
ers, bikers, commercial ve-
hicle drivers, and personal
vehicle drivers?

Breakout Session -
County Civics: Transpor-
tation EditionThis session
will provide information
around transportation in-
itiatives, including road
safety, that the county is
responsible for. Partici-
pants will get a better idea
of funding streams, policy
initiatives, and opportuni-
ties for civic engagement
and participation in those
programs and depart-
ments.

REGISTRATION AND
BREAKFAST 9:00 AM.
PROGRAM BEGINS 9:30
AM.

Civic Saturday # 3
This event is free and

open to the public. Let us
know that you’re coming
by registering here!

Topic: Resilience &
Flood Mitigation

Date: Saturday, Febru-
ary 23

Time: 9:30AM - 1PM
(Doors open 9AM)

Location: Baytown
Community Center

2407 Market St, Bay-
town, TX 77520

Civic Saturday # 4
This event is free and

open to the public. Let us
know that you’re coming
by registering here!

Topic: Children &
Early Education

Date: Saturday, March
2

Time: 9:30AM - 1PM
(Doors open 9AM)

Location: Julia C. Hes-
ter House

2020 Solo St, Houston,
TX 77020

Civic Saturday # 5
Topic: Economic Op-

portunity & Housing
Date: Saturday, March

9
Time: 9:30AM - 1PM

(Doors open 9AM)
Location: BakerRipley

East Aldine
3000 Aldine Mail Rte

Rd, Houston, TX 77039

Civic Saturday # 6
Topic: Criminal Jus-

tice
Date: Saturday, March

16
Time: 9:30AM - 1PM

(Doors open 9AM)
Location: Emancipation

Center
3018 Emancipation

Ave, Houston, TX 77004

Civic Saturday # 7
Topic: Resilience &

Flood Mitigation
Date: Saturday, March

23
Time: 9:30AM - 1PM

(Doors open 9AM)
Location: Magnum-

Howell Center
2500 Frick Rd, Hous-

ton, TX 77038.

The $100 mil-
lion East Aldine
Town Center
project when
complete will fea-
ture a Lone Star
College campus,
a Harris County 9-
1-1 call center, the
new home for
BakerRipley Com-
munity Center
(which has al-
ready been built),
private commer-
cial development,
and the headquar-
ters for the East
Aldine Manage-
ment District, and
more importantly,
it’s about the com-
munity having a
place to learn, vis-
it, and enjoy.

According to
Don Huml the Dis-
trict’s Construc-
tion Manager for
the development,
there have been
some unique chal-
lenges in getting
the project off the
ground. Or maybe
more accurately,

getting the ground out
of the way of the
project.

When the 61-acre
parcel was purchased
in 2013, it had been
serving as a site to
place the extra dirt that
the Harris County
Flood Control District
needed to excavate in
order to create the de-
tention basin (lakes) in
the adjacent Keith-
Wiess Park. Before
construction could be-
gin on the town center,
that dirt had to be
scooped up and
hauled away, a task
that cost millions of
dollars and several
years in time.

Total construction
will come to approxi-
mately  250,000 sq. ft.
of commercial and in-
stitutional space, of
which 100,000 sq. ft.
will be commercial re-
tail and office space,
64,500 sq. ft. will be-
long to Lone Star Col-
lege’s East Aldine
campus (which will
include an early col-
lege high school), and
24,000 sq. ft. to the
management district’s
offices and 23,000 for
the Harris County 9-1-1
call center. The re-
maining 33,500 sq. ft. is
allocated to BakerRip-
ley and includes a
“maker space” to as-
sist in skill and busi-
ness support for the
East Aldine communi-
ty.

In addition to the
institutions the town
center will be hosting,
there will also be both
a retail component and
amenities free to the
general public, such
as splash pads and a
central park and play-
ground area.  The
project will also in-
clude a Discovery
Green/Miller Outdoor
Theatre-style amphi-
theater with a capacity
for 1,500 concertgoers.
Area community lead-
ers have formed the
East Aldine Arts Coun-
cil, which hopes to
bring visual and per-
forming arts to the
Town Center grounds
and facilities.

It is possible that
the town center will
also become the prin-
cipal gateway to Keith-
Wiess Park,
supplementing the ex-
isting entryway on Al-
dine-Westfield.  A
future road access into
Keith-Wiess Park as
well as several trail

connections are
planned in order to tie
these two world class
properties together.  A
future recreational/na-
ture center is envi-
sioned in the park
which would complete
the puzzle and put this
500-acre park and
town center complex
on the map of the
Greater Houston re-
gion.

Huml says that the
retail component will
be anchored by a Joe
V’s Smart Shop, a com-
munity oriented gro-
cery concept operated
by H-E-B, and that the
town center will even-
tually be home to res-
taurants, coffee shops,
and more.

David Hawes, Ex-
ecutive Director of the
East Aldine District,
reflects back on the
first meetings of the
Board of Directors in
2001 noting that “while
the Board of Directors
was committed to ad-

Progress forges ahead on East Aldine Town Center

dressing critical infra-
structure needs, they
accepted his recom-
mendation to save
their money during the
first several years and
focus on long range
planning.” This was
advice that would
serve them well in the
years ahead. It was
during this period that
the board adopted a
Long Range Strategic
Plan for programed
services. The plan ad-
dressed water and
sewer infrastructure
development, public
safety and security,
community develop-
ment, mobility, envi-
ronmental and urban
design, business and
economic develop-
ment, and public
health and neighbor-
hood services.

By the end of 2016,
the District’s 15 Year
Anniversary, all of the
programed services
had been funded with
more than $27,000,000
in General Fund reve-

nues. Additionally,
another
$43,000,000 was
invested in water
and sewer
projects and the
district finalized
plans for creation
of the East Aldine
Town Center with
a planned invest-
ment of over
$100,000,000.

Hawes states
“that none of the
plans that have
come to fruition,
would have been
possible without
those first critical
years of planning
on the part of the
Board of Directors.
It has been a long
and wonderful
journey and we
want to thank ev-
eryone who have
given so much to
the East Aldine
community to help
implement the vi-
sion from those
very first meetings
so many years
ago. As we ap-
proach the com-
pletion of the
Town Center in
the next several
years we hope that
you will continue
to work with us
and continue the
legacy of leader-
ship and commit-
ment that has
made the East Al-
dine District a
place of “Unlimit-
ed Possibilities”

East Aldine
District
News
Report AERIAL VIEW FROM A DRONE shows the completed BakerRipley complex at the

left, the Harris County 9-1-1 Call Center at the rear, and the Lone Star College-
North Harris building at the right, under construction. (ev1 photo)


