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Your neighborhood groomer
at an affordable price!

Furrytails Dog Grooming
407 NOONDAY LANE, HOUSTON TX 77060

281-445-9780
www.furrytdg.com

Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sat 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

Services Available: • Flea & Tick Dips • Full Bath &
Blow Dry • Nail Trims • Hair Style per Your

Instructions • Teeth Brushing • Dog Accessories •

Aldine Bender

Aldine Mail

Noonday

Lillja

➢

MARKETPLACE – Please Mention the NORTHEAST NEWS when you visit our Advertisers.

Artist’s Showcase:

Nutrition
Classes
   Harris County Public
Health presents Nutri-
tion classes. Learn how
to make delicious,
healthy, and easy
recipes. 4-session
course. Some of the
topics covered include:
myplate, proteins, dairy,
whole grains.
   Join Harris County
Public Health every
Thursday starting March
14 - April 4 from 9:30
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at
Harris County Emergen-
cy Corps located at
2800 Aldine Bender Rd.,
Houston, TX 77032.
   Each interactive lesson
held will be taught by
health professionals and
nutrition experts.
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713-595-1226
Veronica Sanches,

Director of Services
VSanches@haweshill.com

713-595-1232
Richard Cantu,

Deputy Executive Director
5333 Aldine Mail Rt.
Houston, TX. 77039

911-Emergencies

713-221-6000
Dispatch

Aldine Storefront
281-449-6600

Capt. Ken Melancon
District II

Green Forest
Civic Club
Meeting
The next meeting will
be Tues. 02/26/19,
6:30pm at the American
Legion Hall, 3415
Aldine-Mail Rte. All
meetings are open to
the public. For more
information, please
contact Marina Flores
Sugg at 281-684-9751.

County Should  Invest
Tax Dollars in Reforms
that Will Make Our Com-
munities Safer and Our
Justice System More Fair,
Efficient and Effective for
All People

HARRIS COUNTY, TX
– February 11, 2019 – Cit-
ing the need for a criminal
justice system that ad-
vances equal justice and
protects our communities,
Harris County Commis-
sioner Rodney Ellis said he
plans to vote against Dis-
trict Attorney Kim Ogg’s
request for a massive 31.7
percent budget increase
that, if approved, will fund
an additional 102 prosecu-
tors.

“This is a significant ex-
pansion of the District At-
torney’s Office, and it
signals a commitment to

Aldine ISD is multiply-
ing opportunities for high
school students to earn a
college degree and be ca-
reer ready at no personal
cost to their families in a
partnership with the Lone
Star Community College
System (LSCCS) and in-
dustry partners. Through
these partnerships, AISD

HARRIS COUNTY, TX
– Commissioner Adrian
Garcia is continuing his
commitment to making
county employees a priori-
ty and has introduced a
measure that would
strengthen the current pol-
icy on family leave.

The Commissioner re-
quested a study to deter-
mine what it will take to
provide county employees
with paid maternity leave
for a period of two weeks
over and above current pol-
icies.

“This is the fair thing to
do for our working fami-
lies. Many of our employ-
ees are the sole providers
in their family,” said Com-
missioner Adrian Garcia.
“It’s not right to ask them
to choose between aban-
doning a new child or lose
their wages.”

On Tuesday, the court
approved the request for
County’s Human Resourc-
es Department to conduct
a formal compensation
study and budgetary im-
pact.  The vast majority of

Aldine superintendent hosts
Pct. 2 Commissioner Garcia Commissioner Garcia

introduces Paid Family
Leave Measure

working
p e o p l e
in the
United
S t a t e s
do not
h a v e
p a i d
f a m i l y
leave through their jobs. In
Texas, even unpaid leave
under the federal Family
and Medical Leave Act is
inaccessible for 62 percent
of working people. This is
an opportunity for Harris
County to lead other agen-
cies in Texas, should it de-
cide to provide family leave
beyond what is available to
an employee through
earned paid sick and vaca-
tion leave days.

“Expanding paid family
leave ensures our families
get the time they need to
take care of their loved
ones,” said Commissioner
Adrian Garcia

If approved, this would
be the first time Harris
County has implemented
this type of paid family
leave.

Commissioner Ellis
opposes DA’s 31.7%
budget increase to hire
102 prosecutors

doubling
down on
our sys-
t e m ’ s
over reli-
ance on
a r r e s t ,
prosecu-
tion and
incarcer-
ation for low-level, nonvi-
olent offenses related to
poverty, homelessness,
mental health, prostitu-
tion and substance use,”
Commissioner Ellis said.
“Given the county’s finite
resources, we should be in-
vesting in reforms like pre-
a r r e s t / p r e - c h a r g e
diversion programs that,
unlike pre-trial diversion
programs, will divert the
person before they enter or

See Budget Increase,
Page 3

Aldine ISD is expanding college
opportunities for students

This is an architectural rendering of the East Aldine Town Center. Lone
Star College-East Aldine Campus and Rose Avalos P-TECH School will share
the facility. Avalos P-TECH School is accepting applications from current
eighth-grade students for the freshman class of 2019-2020.

will open Avalos P-TECH
School just in time for the
start of the 2019-2020
school year. The school will
share space with Lone Star
College-East Aldine Cam-
pus, which is located on an
80,000-square-foot-site at
the East Aldine Town Cen-
ter (2430 Aldine Mail Rte.
Houston, TX 77039).

Getting Ahead of the
Game

Students who attend
will be dual enrolled in
high school and college
courses through LSCCS
starting their ninth grade
year. By the end of their

See Opportunities,
Page 2

¡Ya esta
aquí,
el mejor
premio
para su
buen
gusto!
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Pan Riko

Wednesday
4 Bolillos for $1281-442-1991

5216 Aldine Mail Rte.

Sarah with cookies

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks ***Sorry No Passes             CLOSED CAPTION

**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6pm. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 • Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 pm

General Admission $7.50 • 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted  BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 • Theater 281-874-1141 • www.pccmovies.com

* ALITA: BATTLE ANGEL (PG-13) -
12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating
* HAPPY DEATH DAY 2U (PG-13) -
12:00pm, 2:20pm, 4:45pm, 7:15pm,
9:35pm
Stadium Seating
* HAPPY DEATH DAY 2U (PG-13) -
12:00pm, 2:20pm, 4:45pm, 7:15pm,
9:35pm
SPANISH SUBTITLED; Stadium Seating
* ISN’T IT ROMANTIC (PG-13) - 12:20pm,
2:30pm, 4:45pm, 7:00pm, 9:15pm
Stadium Seating
* COLD PURSUIT (R) -
12:20pm, 3:00pm, 5:45pm, 8:30pm
Stadium Seating
* The LEGO Movie 2: The Second Part
in 3D (PG) - 1:00pm, 6:45pm
Stadium Seating
* The LEGO Movie 2: The Second Part
in 3D (PG) - 12:30pm, 6:15pm
SPANDUB; Stadium Seating
The LEGO Movie 2: The Second Part
(PG) - 3:20pm, 9:00pm
SPANDUB; Stadium Seating

The LEGO Movie 2: The Second Part
(PG) - 3:45pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating
* THE PRODIGY (R) - 12:00pm, 2:15pm,
4:35pm, 7:30pm, 9:50pm
Stadium Seating
* WHAT MEN WANT (R) -
1:00pm, 4:00pm, 6:45pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating
MISS BALA (PG-13) -
12:00pm, 2:30pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm
SPANDUB; Stadium Seating
MISS BALA (PG-13) -
12:30pm, 3:00pm, 5:35pm, 8:00pm
Stadium Seating
GLASS (PG-13) -
12:00pm, 3:00pm, 6:15pm, 9:15pm
Stadium Seating
AQUAMAN (PG-13) - 12:00pm, 6:15pm
Stadium Seating
* AQUAMAN 3D (PG-13) -
3:10pm, 9:20pm
Stadium Seating
RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET (PG) -
12:35pm, 3:20pm, 6:00pm, 8:45pm
Stadium Seating

FRIDAY–WEDNESDAY 2/15-2/20

Opens THURSDAY,  Feb. 21
* HOW TO TRAIN YOUR
DRAGON:THE HIDDEN WORLD (PG)
6:00,  8:45

MOVIES have Stadium Seating &
Closed Caption & Audio Description

Discuss joint efforts
in education, school
safety, workforce

Corrections:
In last week’s North-

east News, the Harris
County Judge was
incorrectly identified as
Linda Hidalgo, the
correct name is Lina
Hidalgo.

In the issue of
February 5, the North-
wood Plaza Shopping
Center was incorrectly
stated as sold to Brix-
more Property Group.
They were in fact the
seller, to an unidentified
private buyer.

ALDINE – Harris Coun-
ty Pct. 2 Commissioner
Adrian Garcia held a spe-
cial meeting with school
superintendents in his pre-
cinct, to explore ways that
his administration could
help with the goal of im-
proving educational per-
formance, school safety,
and workforce develop-
ment after graduation.

The luncheon meeting
was held at the new Aldi-
ne Mead Middle School on
Lauder Road last Friday.

Attending were some of
the precinct superinten-
dents, workforce represen-
tatives, TexasCentral high
speed rail, Pct. 2 infra-
structure, sherrif Ed
Gonzalez and his SWAT
team, Aldine department
heads and police, and Har-

See PCT. 2 MEETING,
page 3

Representatives from a multitude of agencies met at Mead Middle
School to discuss and coordinate education initiatives.

Pct. 2 Comm. Adrian Garcia confers with Aldine Superintendent
LaTonya Goffney and Assist. Superintendent Selina Chopa.
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KPRC 2 meteorologist
Britta Merwin visited Con-
ley Elementary School on
Feb. 7 to talk to students
about her career in meteo-
rology. A self-proclaimed
weather nut, Britta
dreamed of being a meteo-
rologist since the age of
eight when her local mete-
orologist visited her school.
Now, she is giving back by
inspiring future meteorol-
ogists.

Students in grades 1 –
3 listened as Merwin spoke
about her career. She en-
couraged them to pursue
careers in science-related
fields.

Merwin also grabbed
students’ attention with a
few different science exper-
iments she performed in
front of them. A couple of
the experiments had the
students in awe.

Before ending her pre-

Business
Directory

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

AUTO, HOME INSURANCE

Carlos Diaz
Agente
DIAZ INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto, Home, Commercial, Life
Call For A Quote Today

832-698-2916
Fax: 281-971-1702
cdiaz@farmersagent.com

TREE SERVICES
FREE Estimates  • Over 20 years Exp.

Mr. Lopez TREE SERVICE
 *AFFORDABLE PRICES *

Removal, Cutting, Pruning,
Trimming, Topping,

Stump Grinding

J. Lopez 281-827-5978 Call or Text

10-
TFN

PLUMBING SERVICES

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print
Newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

REMOTE ELECTRIC
AC, Plumbing and Home Repairs

Free Estimates,
No Job Too Small

832-258-2909

HOME REPAIRS

LIC#31459Joseph Norsworthy

senior year, students will
graduate with a high
school diploma, an associ-
ate’s degree, and workforce
certificates.

Due to the focus on col-
lege readiness and pro-
grams of study, Avalos
P-TECH School will not
offer UIL activities such as
athletics, band, choir, etc.
P-TECH School students
may not take part in such
activities at another Aldi-
ne ISD campus.

Students will have ac-
cess to mentors, intern-
ships, workforce skill
workshops, and job shad-
owing from across their
industry of interest.

Superintendent LaTon-
ya M. Goffney believes that
the opening of Avalos P-
TECH is another opportu-
nity to give Aldine ISD
students a choice in how
they complete K-12 educa-
tion in Aldine. Students
will choose one of four ca-
reer pathways and take
courses that provide the
academic, technical and
workplace skills.

“With the P–TECH
model, we will bring the
brightest educators and
experienced industry lead-
ers together,” said Goffney.
“This model ensures that
we prepare our students
for well–paying careers
once they graduate high
school.”

6 Great Reasons to Go
to Avalos P-TECH School

 Earn an Associate of
Applied Science degree tu-
ition-free while in high
school

  Earn up to 60 hours
of tuition-free college cred-
it as a high school student

 Eliminate thousands
of dollars in college tuition
costs by earning college
credit hours while in high
school

  Enter the job market
with work-ready skills
upon completion of high
school

Opportunities,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

Meteorologist Britta Merwin visits
Conley Elementary School

KPRC 2 meteorologist Britta Merwin grabs
students’ attention with a science experiment.

sentation, she gave a few
words of advice.

“When you grow up, be
sure to do what makes you
excited,” said Merwin. “By
following your dreams and
working toward making
them a reality, you will be
successful.“

KPRC 2 will air the vid-

eo of Merwin’s visit at Con-
ley during the 6 a.m. news
hour program on Friday,
Feb. 8. If viewers miss the
broadcast tomorrow
evening, they can visit the
KPCE 2 website to find the
segment with links to the
experiments that Merwin
did at the school.

Marina Ly and
Guadalupe Ledezma
crowned top spellers

Marina Ly and Guadalupe Ledezma (l-r) show off
their trophies.

Some of Aldine’s best
spellers faced off on Febru-
ary 6 in the District Spell-
ing Bee. Students
competed for a spot to ad-
vance to the Houston Pub-
lic Media 2019 Spelling
Bee.

Marina Ly, a seventh-
grader at Shotwell Middle
School, earned the title of
Champion. Marina won
with the word “tertiary.”

The Runner-Up title
went to eighth-grade stu-
dent Guadalupe Ledezma
from Mead Middle School.

This is not the first time

Marina wins a top spot at
the District-level competi-
tion. She was the District
Champion in 2018.

Only campus winners
advanced to the District
event. Contestants must
not have passed beyond
the eighth grade on or be-
fore Feb. 1, 2019.

As the top two District
winners, Marina and
Guadalupe advance to the
next level of competition.
The Houston Public Media
2019 Spelling Bee set for
March 23 and will stream
live on TV 8.

Career and technical
education (CTE) covers
many different fields, in-
cluding health care, infor-
mation technology,
advanced manufacturing,
hospitality and manage-
ment and many more. CTE
encompasses many differ-
ent types of education,
from classroom learning to
certification programs to
work-based learning op-
portunities outside the
classroom.

Career and Technical
Education Month®, or
CTE Month®, is a public
awareness campaign that
takes place each February
to celebrate the value of
CTE and the achievements
and accomplishments of
CTE programs across the
country. This year’s theme
is “Celebrate Today, Own

Aldine ISD celebrates
CTE month in February

Tomorrow!”
CTE Works for High

School Students
High school students

involved in CTE are more
engaged, perform better
and graduate at higher
rates.

• Taking one CTE class
for every two academic
classes minimizes the risk
of students dropping out of
high school.

• The average high
school graduation rate for
students concentrating in
CTE programs is 93 per-
cent, compared to an aver-
age national freshman
graduation rate of 80 per-
cent.

• 91 percent of high
school graduates who
earned 2-3 CTE credits
enrolled in college.

Jump for Heart at
Vardeman
Students learned to
jump rope to raise
awareness for Heart
Disease and to raise
money for the American
Heart Association.  The
students learned how to
jump and stay healthy!
This is a new program "
Kids Heart Challenge"
The school is so proud of
all Heart Heroes at
Vardeman. Students can
donate up until March
1st.

Organizers were so
happy to have Mrs. Todd
Principal and Area
Superintendent Dr.
Christina Gomez join
them for this special
event at the Vardeman
Gym during PE .
Pictured Mrs. Todd
Principal, Area Supt  Dr.
Christina Gomez and
Coach Linda Nigro

Photos submitted by
Linda Nigro
Physical Education
Teacher

Jump fort Heart at Vardeman EC/ PK /K
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AUSTIN - Governor
Greg Abbott today issued
a proclamation setting
Tuesday, March 5, 2019 as
the date for the special
runoff election to fill the
Texas House District 145
seat in Harris County va-
cated by the Honorable

HOUSTON (Feb. 11,
2019) – Just in time for the
start of Houston’s rodeo
season, the Houston Sym-
phony saddles up with the
Western-inspired family
program Wild, Wild West
at 10am and 11:30am on
Saturday, Feb. 16 at Jones
Hall, featuring students
from the Theatre Under
the Stars’ (TUTS) Hum-
phreys School of Musical
Theatre and from TUTS’
The River Performing and
Visual Arts Center.

Houston families with
children and babies of all
ages are invited to join As-
sociate Conductor Robert
Franz on a wild, Western
adventure, filled with mu-
sical classics invoking
America’s Wild West, like
Aaron Copland’s “Hoe-
down,” Rossini’s William
TellOverture and fun fa-
vorites from Toy Story 2,
Oklahoma! and more.

Franz and the orchestra
welcome children from
TUTS’ Humphreys School
of Musical Theatre, as well
as TUTS’ The River Per-
forming and Visual Arts
Center, an organization
that provides arts access
and education to children
with disabilities, to share
the stage.

 The Wild, Wild West

sponsored by BBVA Com-
pass program takes place
at Jones Hall for the Per-
forming Arts, 615 Louisi-
ana Street, in Houston’s
Theater District. For tick-
ets and information,
please call (713) 224-7575
or

Houston Symphony celebrates Rodeo
with Western-inspired program

HOUSTON -- Mayor
Sylvester Turner’s Hire
Houston Youth jobs pro-
gram is open for summer
2019.

All youth ages 16 to 24
in the Houston area can
apply for paid jobs and in-
ternships in many kinds of
industries, non-profit orga-
nizations and businesses
as well as City of Houston
government.

Visit
www.hirehoustonyouth.org
to apply. Click on the
“youth” tab, create an ac-
count, and choose a job to
apply for. We also encour-
age youth to follow Hire
Houston Youth on social
media on Instagram and
Twitter @hireHOUyouth.

“Hire Houston Youth
empowers young people
from many walks of life to
‘earn and learn’ as they
plan and train for full-time
jobs in Houston’s dynamic
economy,” Mayor Sylvest-

er Turner said.
Selected applicants will

be paid at least $8 per hour
for at least 7 weeks during
the summer, and some em-
ployers are seeking imme-
diate placements.

Companies  such as
American Pool Houston
are looking to hire 400 life-
guards at various commu-
nity pools, for example.
Other employers include
McDonald's, United Air-
lines, Texas Department of
Transportation, Houston
A i r p o r t  S y s t e m ,  M D
Anderson Cancer Center,
iT’z Pizza and non-profit
organizations like Urban
Enrichment Institute,
Houston Food Bank and
more.

More employers are
urged to join the program.
Mayor Turner has set a
goal of 10,000 jobs for sum-
mer 2019, up from 7,500
last year. He started the
program in 2016 with

Application period opens
for mayor's 2019 summer
jobs program for youths

2,500 jobs.
In lieu of providing sum-

mer jobs, employers can
make a tax deductible
$2,500 donation to sponsor
a subsidized youth to work
at a non-profit organiza-
tion, and/or become vendor
at a job or career fair.

To sign up, employers
should visit
hirehoustonyouth.org and
create an employer ac-
count.

In addition to partici-
pating in Hire Houston
Youth, young people will
have the chance to seek
employment by participat-
ing in summer job and ca-
r e e r  f a i r s  a t  C i t y  o f
Houston multi-service cen-
ters, Lone Star College -
Victory campus, George R.
Brown Convention Center,
Houston Food Bank, and
other locations. Voter reg-
istration and resources for
youth and families will be
on site.

Sheriff’s Office to help
kids of incarcerated

HARRIS COUNTY –
Somehow in an effort to
find justice, a well meaning
society seems to be most
punitious to those that
have done the least injus-
tice.

The Harris County Sher-
iff’s Office and Texas Chil-
d r e n ’ s  H o s p i t a l  h a v e
partnered to win a grant
from the National Institute
of Corrections to make the
Harris County Jail more
child friendly. Experts are
visiting the jail this week to
make suggestions in areas
that include enhancing the
inmate visitation experi-
ence for children and train-
ing jail staff on how to

positively interact with vis-
iting children.

Harris County Sheriff
Ed Gonzalez and Nancy
Correa, Senior Community
Initiatives Coordinator for
Public Health and Primary
Care at Texas Children’s
Hospital are spearheading
a new program for the chil-
dren of those in local jails
making assessments of the
kid’s needs.

Some key findings of the
needs assessment include:
• Seven percent of all Har-
ris County children have a
parent who spends time in
the county jail each year.
• Half of Harris County
Jail inmates have at least

one child under the age of
1 8 .
• Nearly two-thirds (61
percent) of incarcerated
parents provided all or
most of the financial sup-
port for their children be-
fore being jailed.

Over the past year, the
Sheriff’s Office conducted a
needs assessment on chil-
dren with incarcerated par-
ents with Texas Children’s
Hospital, Baylor College of
Medicine and the Universi-
ty of Texas Medical Branch.
The assessment was fund-
ed by the Texas Medical
Center Health Policy Insti-
tute.

 www.houstonsymphony.org.
Tickets may also be pur-
chased at the Houston
Symphony Patron Servic-
es Center in Jones Hall
(Monday–Saturday from
12 p.m. to 6 p.m.). All pro-
grams and artists are sub-
ject to change.

(StatePoint) When it
comes to changing the
world, your own backyard
is a great place to start. As
you make home improve-
ments, consider their po-
tential to benefit local
wildlife that travel in and
around your property.

Here are a few impor-
tant steps you can take.
Plant Native Species

By planning native spe-
cies exclusively in your
garden and yard, you will
be promoting a healthy lo-
cal ecosystem while pro-
viding proper nourishment
and a natural habitat for
visiting wildlife, whether
that be insects, birds or
furry creatures. Because
native plant species are
meant to thrive in your lo-
cal climate, they will re-
quire less maintenance,
which means a beautiful
yard with less stress.

Prevent Bird Strikes
You may not realize it,

but your home poses a risk
to birds. Window strikes
are common among many
species of migrating birds,
and millions of wild birds
are killed annually flying
into windows.

However, a simple home
improvement project can

Home and garden improvements
that will benefit local wildlife

PHOTO SOURCE: (c) Sharon Day /
stock.Adobe.com

make your
home safer
for birds.
Birds can
see certain
light fre-
q u e n c i e s
that hu-
mans can’t,
so by apply-
ing UV de-
cals and UV
liquid to
your home’s
windows and sliding glass
doors, you can make win-
dows visible to birds in a
way that won’t obstruct
your own view.

“Protecting birds adds
beauty to your garden, is
good for the environment
and most importantly,
saves lives,” says Spencer
Schock, founder of Win-
dowAlert, a company that
offers UV decals and UV
Liquid.

The UV decals and liq-
uid from WindowAlert
have been proven to effec-
tively alter the flight path
of birds to prevent window
strikes. The coating will
look like etched glass to
the human eye, but be very
visible to a bird. As UV re-
flectivity may fade over
time, it’s important to re-
place the decals and liquid

every four months. Appli-
cation techniques can be
found by visiting
WindowAlert.com.

Build a Bird house
Add beauty to your yard

with a wooden bird house.
Find a design you love or
get creative and craft your
own, using your own
home’s architecture for in-
spiration. A strategically
placed bird house -- either
within three feet of a win-
dow or over 30 feet away --
will help avoid bird strikes.

Be a good neighbor -- not
just to the other humans.
Make improvements to
your home that will help
protect both local and mi-
gratory wildlife.

Governor Abbott Sets Date For
Special Runoff Election In HD 145

Carol Alvarado.
The top two candidates

in the January 29th Spe-
cial Election were Demo-
crats Christina Morales
with 1246 votes, or 35.84%,
and Melissa Noriega with
1085 votes, or 31.21%. A
candidate must get more

than 50% to avoid a run-
off.

The early voting period
for this runoff election will
begin Monday, February
25, 2019.

Budget increase,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

re-enter the criminal justice sys-
tem to services and treatments
that can better address the root
causes of these types of cases.”

Commissioners Court on Tues-
day will consider the request—
which is more than four times the
increase recommended by the
county’s Budget Management De-
partment— during public hear-
ings to approve the county’s
2019-20 budgets. The District At-
torney’s Office budget calls for a
substantial increase of over $25
million per year. So far, the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office has not pro-
vided Commissioner Ellis with
requested information regarding
caseload backlog, its causes and
what reform-minded solutions
such a budget increase would pro-
vide.

 “Without clear and convincing
evidence of the underlying caus-
es of the caseload backlog, there
is no way to know whether this
drastic budget increase will pro-
vide the most effective and fair so-
lutions. Since we don’t know what
the problems are or how to best
solve them, it would be irrespon-
sible to spend an additional $25
million a year in tax dollars with-

out conducting a caseload study,”
Commissioner Ellis said. “At this
point, I cannot commit to approving
any budget increase above the 7 per-
cent recommended by the county’s
Budget Management Department.”

Commissioner Ellis believes the
county must invest tax dollars in re-
forms that will make our communi-
ties safer and our justice system more
fair, efficient and effective for all peo-
ple. Also, the county must invest in
smart-on-crime reforms that promote
the safety and well-being of all com-
munities and divert people away from
the criminal justice system.

“Arresting, prosecuting and locking
more people up aren’t the way to do
that. For too long, we’ve used our lim-
ited public resources to ‘get tough on
crime’ when we should have been
smart and fair,” he said.

“In Harris County, we are at a
transformative crossroads for our jus-
tice system. We are finally taking
steps in the right direction to end
mass incarceration, help communities
recover from the devastating effects
of these failed tough-on-crime polices
and finally bring balance to an un-
equal justice system. This budget in-
crease would be a huge step back.”

PCT. 2 MEETING,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ris County engineering department.
In his opening remarks, Commis-

sioner Garcia said he called the
meeting to discuss educational ad-
vancement and job opportunities for
residents of Pct. 2. with the goal of
improving the Quality of Life for
them.

He noted that the district had a
lower than average household in-
come, and lower academic achieve-
ment level than other precincts in
the county. He stated that he had
run on an education platform, and
he wanted to coordinated with oth-
ers to achieve improvements.

Noting that his office and the
school district had tight budgets, he
said he was looking for partners to
help with innovation in education.

Garcia mentioned that education
should start early in the home, that
Pre-K was important for everyone,
that innovation could help in schools,
and adult education was an impor-
tant part of the solution.

Representatives from TexasCen-
tral rail, and Texas Workforce Dept.
indicated that this project would
bring in 10,000 construction jobs to
the area, and 1,500 permanent jobs
of all types to run the railroad. Work-
force is developing a training pro-
gram for all the types of jobs that
will be available, and expect to pro-
vide ancillary services such as child-
care and transportation. Comm.
Garcia said he was in favor of the
project for the benefit it would bring
to his constituency in Pct. 2.

Garcia then turned to education
matter. He stated that he had hired
a consultant, Capital Ideas, to devel-

op new programs for chil-
dren and youth education.

Garcia then asked Jere-
my Phillips of his infra-
structure program, and
Stuart Corder of the engi-
neering department, to dis-
cuss initiatives to alleviate
future flooding, and to con-
tinue to help victims of the
hurricane.

Phillips pointed out that
adjacent to the school, the
county was building the
Lauder Road Detention
Basin, a major flood con-
trol project. He said that
local drainage was also be-
ing improvements, such as
ditches along roads.

They also addressed im-
provements to traffic flow
and traffic safety around
schools and bus stops, cit-
ing need for sidewalks,
lighting, and stacking
lanes. Garcia said these
would all receive his atten-
tion and actioin.

In a related discussion,
Sherrif Gonzalez spoke
about tragic traffic deaths
of students, and how they
attempt to stop this with
increased patrols and traf-
fic adjustments.

Gonzalez also outlined
the training and coordina-
tion that his agency and
others are undertaking to
deal with active shooting
situations in schools. He
also spoke about a new

program he is implement-
ing to help children of par-
ents who are incarcerated.
He maintains a 24 hour
monitoring by CCTV of
crime areas, and also mon-
itors social media for
threats and reports. Garcia
suggested that they run a
real-time exercise in a va-
cant Aldine school for
training.

The HCDE representa-
tive said that they now
have a new high school for
substance abuse recover-
ing students.

Garcia said that anoth-
er issue for the Adline
area, and his precinct in
general, was the building
of more new homes. This
was especially critical in
Aldine, since so many had
been flooded by Harvey,
and many have still not
been able to return to their
old home. Jeremy Phillips
stated that East Aldine
was the largest area flood-
ed by Hurricane Harvey in
all of Harris County.

Garcia said in summa-
ry, that “We are committed
to the school districts, and
we will support them.” He
is developing a Master
Plan for the priorities in
Pct. 2, and encourages
feedback from citizens and
potential partners to con-
tribute to this effort.
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(Austin) After four
weeks of hearing agency
requests for funding, the
Senate Finance Commit-
tee will now move on to
the next phase of develop-
ing the Senate proposal
for state spending in 2020
and 2021.   Since January
22nd, the committee met
13 times publicly to
consider the advice of the
Legislative Budget Board
and question agency
representatives, offering
praise for a job well done
in many cases but in
others, demanding
answers on why long-
term problems go un-
solved.   Hearings were
broken down by budget
article, with Articles II
and III taking up both the
most hearing time and
the most proposed
funding.  Those are the
sections of the budget
that fund health and
human services and
public education, respec-
tively, and together they
make up about 85 percent
of total proposed state
spending.  In keeping
with priorities laid out by
the Governor and Lt.
Governor earlier in the
session, the Senate
budget as filed includes
$6 billion in spending in
Article III to pay for
across-the-board teacher
pay raises and to offset
revenue lost by any
property tax reform
measures passed this
session.  Next, senators
on the 15-member
committee will break up
into workgroups focused
on individual budget
articles and develop a
spending plan for that
section of state govern-
ment.  Then each work-
group recommendation
will be rolled into a final
version to be voted on by
the full committee.

Monday, the
Senate Property Tax
Committee amended and
passed the property tax
growth reform bill,
Senate Bill 2, by commit-
tee chair and Houston
Senator Paul Betten-
court, after adding 15
amendments.  "This will
be a big step in Texans
getting the needed
property tax relief that
they deserve," he said.
Bettencourt added these
changes were developed
following more than 11
hours of public testimony
on the bill in a hearing
last Wednesday.  The
major provisions in the
bill remain: the 2.5
percent rollback rate,
automatic trigger for tax
ratification, or rollback,
elections, as well as the
myriad of transparency
and appraisal review
board changes.  Most of
the amendments were
technical corrections, but
there were some signifi-

✯
TEXAS

SENATE NEWS
By Richard Lee

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott named as his emer-
gency priorities education
reform, teacher pay, school
safety, property tax reform,
mental health services and
disaster response in his
Feb. 5 "State of the State"
address to a joint session
of the Texas Legislature.

The House and Senate
may schedule committee
hearings on bills related to
items on the governor's
priority list before the 60th
day of the legislative ses-
sion, which hits on March
8. Consideration of all oth-
er legislation must wait
until after that date, ex-
cept for House Bill 2 and
Senate Bill 2 — the state
budget — which is already
in the works.

Abbott gave lawmakers
something to cheer about
when he said, "When you
combine our legislative ac-
complishments with our
record-breaking prosperi-
ty, you have elevated Tex-
as to rarified status and I
am proud to tell you that
the state of Texas has nev-
er been better."

Abbott touched on a
number of other issues
that need attention and
funding, such as Hurricane
Harvey recovery and disas-
ter readiness, law enforce-
ment and public safety,
border security, mental
health and services for mil-
itary veterans.

In a news release, Ab-
bott pointed out that half
of the issues on his list
"deal directly with public
education, more if you
count property tax reform,
which is inextricably
linked with school fi-
nance."

Tax panel receives
input

The Senate Property
Tax Committee on Feb. 6
held its first public hearing
of the 86th session of the
Texas Legislature to con-
sider SB 2, a proposal to
cap local property tax
growth at 2.5 percent for
most taxing entities and
automatic ratification elec-
tions if an entity wishes to
exceed the cap.There is an

Governor gives lawmakers list
of emergency items to tackle

exemption in the bill for
entities that take in less
than $15 million in reve-
nue per annum.

“We're going to solve
this problem, " said Sen.
Paul Bettencourt, R-
Houston, author of the
bill. "We're going to be
here until we do." Betten-
court said property tax
bills have pushed many
homeowners out of their
neighborhoods and kept
many others from buying
homes, and passing a
state law to lower the roll-
back rate is a way to
change what is happening
locally.

Much of the testimony
given by panel after pan-
el of witnesses in the
three-hour hearing was in
favor of the cap. Testimo-
ny given in opposition to
setting the cap at 2.5 per-
cent mostly focused on the
potential of negative out-
comes the low cap might
cause, such as cutbacks in
needed services and a re-
duction in local control.

Hegar distributes
revenue

Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on Feb. 6
announced he would send
cities, counties, transit
systems and special pur-
pose taxing districts
$953.9 million in local
sales tax allocations for
February.

The amount is 4.6 per-
cent more than the
amount returned to gov-
ernmental bodies in Feb-
ruary 2018.

These allocations are
based on sales made in
December by businesses
that report tax monthly;
October, November and
December sales by quar-
terly filers; and 2018 sales
by businesses that report
tax annually.

Revenue total
increases

Comptroller Hegar on
Feb. 4 announced state
sales tax revenue totaled
$2.8 billion in January, an
amount 6 percent greater
than the total reported in
January 2018.

Growth in sales tax col-
lections was primarily due
to continued strong spend-
ing in oil- and gas-related
sectors. Collections from
restaurants also grew, while
those from retail trade were
flat relative to a year ago,
Hegar said.

Measles: new cases
reported

Seven measles cases
have been confirmed in Tex-
as this year, according to in-
formation posted Feb. 7 by
the Texas Department of
State Health Services.

Measles is a contagious
respiratory illness spread
by contact with an infected
person through coughing
and sneezing.

Measles, a rash that be-
gins as flat, red spots on the
face, spreads down the neck
and trunk to the rest of the
body. Other symptoms in-
clude a high fever over 101
degrees, cough, runny nose
and red, watery eyes. Any-
one who believes they have
measles should contact
their health care provider
as soon as possible, the
DSHS said.

The DSHS and the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention recommend
children get a dose of mea-
sles vaccine at 12-15
months of age and again at
4-6 years. The measles vac-
cine is about 97 percent ef-
fective after two doses.
Children too young to be
vaccinated or who have only
had one dose of vaccine are
more likely to get infected.

Steve was walking
down the sidewalk the
other day to get from the
barber shop to where he’d
parked his pickup. It was
a nice kind of day. Chilly,
of course, but not bolt-
freezing cold.

  His mind was on what
he had to do that day. In
addition to the usual
ranch chores, he had to
catch up the horses and
give their hooves a mid-
winter trim. There are
only a couple of horses
shod at the moment, in
case one is needed, and
the others will get iron on
them before the spring
gather.

  “Mister?”

  Steve stopped and
turned to see a girl about
seven or eight years old
coming up behind him.

  “Hi there,” said Steve,
smiling.

  “Mister, I think you
dropped this.”

  She held out her
hand, and there was an
old pocket knife. It was
old and beaten up and
Steve automatically
slapped his left-side vest
pocket. Gone.

  “Thank you so much,”
Steve said, taking back
the old, worthless pocket
knife that had been
handed down from his
grandfather. He put it
back in the vest pocket
and buttoned the pocket
shut.

  “Can I give you
anything? A dollar,
maybe?”

  “No thanks,” she said
smiling. “See you later.”

  Steve thought, she did
this and didn’t even know
my name. Well, I don’t
know hers, either. But
that was really nice of
her.

  Sometimes love can be
just a little thing like
handing a knife back to
someone who dropped it.

-------

Brought to you by
Home Country (the book)
available from
www.riograndebooks.com.

Senate finance
wraps up first
round of hearings

cant modifications.
Perhaps the biggest
change is an amendment
added by Conroe Senator
Brandon Creighton,
which would allow voters
in smaller taxing jurisdic-
tions a chance to decide if
they want to implement
the provisions of SB 2.  As
filed, the bill exempted
those taxing entities that
collected less than $15
million in combined sales
and property tax revenue.
Another change would
prohibit cities and
counties from cutting
funding to first respond-
ers due to fears of lost
revenue caused by
passage of the bill itself,
and a third would change
the name of the rollback
rate to the "voter-
approved rate."  Author
Senator Kelly Hancock of
North Richland Hills said
he believed that this
would better describe
what the rollback rate
means, that is, the
maximum rate of annual
growth in a property tax
rate allowed before
taxpayers get the final
say.  That bill now heads
to the full Senate.

Also out of
committee this week is
Flower Mound Senator
Jane Nelson's proposal to
better coordinate mental
health services on a
statewide level and
improve service delivery
to the state's children and
adolescents. SB 10 would
create the Mental Health
Consortium, which would
coordinate behavioral
health services and
research at Texas medical
schools and other health-
related institutions of
higher learning.  It would
give pediatricians the
opportunity to consult
with mental health
professionals about
treatment of their young
patients using telemedi-
cal technologies, allowing
assessment and treat-
ment to begin as early as
possible.  The bill would
also provide access to
telemedical consultations
for at-risk public school
students.   Nelson said
that youth mental health
in Texas is approaching a
crisis point, and the state
needs to act.  "I firmly
believe that this legisla-
tion will help identify
youth at risk, get them to
treatment, and prevent
them from becoming a
danger to themselves or
others."  This bill was
passed by the Health and
Human Services Commit-
tee unanimously and
should fare just as well
before the full Senate, as
all 31 members are
signed on as co-authors.

The Senate will
reconvene Tuesday,
February 19, at 11 a.m.

✯
HOME

COUNTRY
By Slim
Randles

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield
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(NAPS)—Your car
doesn’t ask for much. It’s
always there for you, get-
ting you where you need to
go. A little extra care this
Valentine’s Day—or any
day—in the form of an oil
change, tune-up and basic
service can be a great gift
for the one who keeps you
going.

“Don’t let your car break
your heart by neglecting to
take care of it,” advised
Rich White, executive di-
rector of the nonprofit Car
Care Council. “Being car
care aware can add years
of useful life to your rela-
tionship with your vehicle
and keep you from being
stranded because of an un-
expected breakdown.”

The Council recom-
mends a little tender lov-
ing auto care.

• Schedule a tune-
up annually to optimize
your car’s performance. A
well-tuned engine delivers
the best balance of power
and fuel economy and pro-
duces the lowest level of
emissions.

• Change the oil
and filter per the owner’s
manual. Periodic oil and

(NAPSI)—When cars
are sold, recalled, stolen or
involved in accidents, you
may hear references to the
VIN; that is, the Vehicle
Identification Number.
Many data registries use
the VIN to record details of
the vehicle’s history. Before
you buy a used car, do a
VIN lookup to get the ve-
hicle history report and
find records of its previous
owners, accidents and re-
pairs. You can also find out
if the manufacturer has
ever issued a recall of the
vehicle and whether those
repairs were made.

What the VIN Is
It’s a unique code that’s

assigned to every motor
vehicle when it’s manufac-
tured and is a 17-charac-
ter string of letters and
numbers without interven-
ing spaces or the letters Q
(q), I (i) and O (o); these are
omitted to avoid confusion
with the numerals 0 and 1.
Each section of the VIN
provides a specific piece of
information about the ve-
hicle, including the year,
country and factory of
manufacture; the make
and model; and the serial
number. VINs are usually
printed in a single line.

Show Your Vehicle A Little Love
CAR CARE COUNCIL

Show your car you care with
proper maintenance and it
can take good care of you.

filter changes keep
your engine clean
on the inside.

• Check the
tire pressure
monthly, including
the spare. Your
car’s tires affect its
ride, handling,
traction and safety.

• Have the
alignment checked
annually. Potholes
and other road con-
ditions, as well as
normal wear, can
take their toll on
your car’s steering
and suspension. A
wheel alignment reduces
tire wear, improves fuel
economy and handling,
and increases driving en-
joyment and safety.

• Inspect the wind-
shield wipers and lights on
the car. Lights and wipers
play a major role in safe
driving, and they are nor-
mal wear items that need
periodic replacement.

To help make vehicle
ownership more enjoyable,
economical and convenient
so you can keep your rela-
tionship with your car on
track, the Car Care Coun-

cil has a free custom ser-
vice schedule available on
its website.

The Council is also the
source of information for
the “Be Car Care Aware”
consumer education cam-
paign promoting the bene-
fits of regular vehicle care,
maintenance and repair to
consumers.

Free Guide
For a free copy of the

council’s popular “Car
Care Guide” or for more
information, visit
www.carcare.org.

CAR CORNER

Decoding Your VIN
How to Find the VIN
Number

On most passenger cars,
you can find the VIN num-
ber on the front of the
dashboard on the driver’s
side. The best way to see it
is to look through the
windshield from outside
the car. You can also find
the VIN number on the
driver’s side door pillar.
Open the door and look
around the area where the
door latches to the car. A
motorcycle’s VIN is usual-
ly on the steering neck be-
low the handlebars,

although sometimes it’s on
the motor or on the frame
near the motor. A semi-
trailer’s VIN is located on
the front part of the semi-
trailer on the left side.

If you can’t find the VIN
number on the vehicle, you
should be able to find it on
your vehicle’s title or liabil-
ity insurance documents.
Learn More

To decode your vehicle’s
VIN number or see if there
are any active recalls on
your car, visit the free VIN
Decoder at https://driving-
tests.org/vin-decoder/.

Knowing a car’s VIN could help you save time,
money and trouble.

Top
Roofing
Trends

(NAPS)—While replac-
ing your roof can be expen-
sive, it may pay to know
more about increasingly
popular stone-coated met-
al. There are five good rea-
sons:

1. Durability: Com-
bining the strength of steel
with the design versatility
of crushed stone, stone-
coated metal roofing offers
a better-looking way to
protect your investment.
Thanks to its engineering,
stone-coated metal stands
up to harsh conditions, in-
cluding fire, wind, hail,
hurricanes, seismic activi-
ty, and extreme cold and
heat.

2. C u r b  A p p e a l :
Stone-coated metal comes
in a collection of eye-catch-
ing contours and colors.
Panels can resemble Med-
iterranean tile, hand-split
wood shake, heavyweight
shingle or even old-world
Italian tile.

3. Long-Term Val-
ue: Stone-coated metal of-
f e r s  g r e a t e r
longevity—three-plus
times more—and lower
maintenance needs than
most other roofing prod-
ucts. “In an average life-
time, a homeowner will
need to replace an asphalt

roof at least three times as
often for the same cost of
one stone-coated metal
roof,” explained Mark Gal-
lant, Vice President of New
Product Development at
DECRA Metal Roofing, the
original stone-coated steel
roofing system, with over
60 years of research and
practical experience.

4. Keep It Cool: Met-

al roofing can help cool
your home through air
space between the panels
and the roof deck, reduc-
ing heat transfer. Some
roofing colors can also re-
flect unwanted solar heat.

5. Save Money: A
stone-coated metal roof
could net you a discount on
your homeowners insur-
ance. Check with your in-

surance agent.
Overall, a stone-coated

metal roof can help your
home look better, feel more
comfortable while you live
in it and be easier to sell
when you want to.

Things may be looking
up for homeowners who re-
place their roof with stone-
coated metal.
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SEMI-RETIRED
Handyman will do
carpentry,
painting, roof
repairs, mobile
homes, pressure
washing. Lifetime
Houstonian.
713-754-0923.
Don.          16-tfn
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CLASSIFIEDCL
AS

SI
FI

ED

L I F E S T Y L E

Community Outreach Programs
“Helping Others Help Themselves”

Immigration Education and Integration Program
Citizenship Classes - Parenting Education

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Text to: 832-906.4214
Phone: 281-799.9076

marianas@bondingagainstadversity.org

LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a

local newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches
more readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are
$10.00 per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢
per word plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if
required. Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for
supporting our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

713-266-3444           email: nenewsroom@aol.com

DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS: SGT
2000 Motor Freight
Inc. Company Earn
Up To $.45 p/mile
O/O Earn Up To
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E. Sign On Bo-
nus $5000*.
Company - Owner
Operators
713-674-2076

         7-4

Classified Ads,
Call

713-266-3444

HOUSTON (February
14, 2019) – Enter the mag-
ical world of a Victorian
traveling show as the Lone
Star College-North Harris
Drama Department pre-
sents “Edward Gant’s
Amazing Feats of Loneli-
ness” beginning Tuesday,
Feb. 19.

Directed by Professor
John Cash Carpenter, the
upcoming production cen-
ters on Edward Gant, a
prodigy, soldier, traveler,
poet and consummate
showman who presented
his famed traveling show
for the very last time in
1881. “Edward Gant's
Amazing Feats of Loneli-
ness” is a reconstruction of

LSC-North Harris Drama
Department presents a fanciful tale

this historic and extraordi-
nary evening of mystery
and magic, spectacle and
strangeness. Carpenter
explains, “It is a theatrical
exploration of beauty, mo-
rality and wonder.”

“I am very excited to
showcase some very tal-
ented student actors: Jose
Moreno, Tatyana Ramirez,
Nicholas Vitela, and Bray-
lon Alexander,” said Car-
penter. “The immersive
experience into the mad
and magical world of Ed-
ward Gant will surely
leave you laughing, crying
and pondering the won-
ders of life.”

The theatre curtain goes
up Tuesday, Feb 19 at 7:30

p . m .  T h e  s h o w  r u n s
through Saturday, Feb. 23,
and each performance is
open to the public. Guests
will also be treated to a
preshow featuring a Victo-
rian Midway Carnival
each night from 6:30-7:30
p.m.

General admission tick-
ets are $15 each and in-
clude five complimentary
carnival tickets. VIP tick-
ets are $25 each and in-
clude 10 carnival tickets, a
private table during the
show and complimentary
refreshments served at
your table.

Tickets are available at
www.LoneStar.edu/dra-
ma-dept-nharris.htm.

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey—

1. Is the book of Pharisee in
the Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. In Matthew 21, to what
type of tree did Jesus say, “Let
no fruit grow on thee hencefor-
ward for ever”? Cedar, Oak,
Apple, Fig

3. From 2 Corinthians 6, what
did Paul warn Christians about
being “yoked” with? Debt,
Unbelievers, Shame, Abundance

4. In biblical times, what was
a tambourine or small hand drum
called?Timbrel, Cornet, Tartu,
Cymbal

5. How many days and nights
was Jonah in the belly of the
great fish? 2, 3, 5, 8

6. Who was the father of
Michal? David, Titus, Saul,
Stephen

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2)
Fig; 3) Unbelievers; 4) Timbrel;
5) 3; 6) Saul



Page 7TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2019 NORTHEAST NEWS

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

ANDY
ELIZARDO
PLUMBING

Master Plumber
All types of

Plumbing Repairs
and Drain
Cleaning.

Discount for Seniors.
CALL for FREE

ESTIMATE
281-441-3390

17-4 TFN

PLUMBING

HALL FOR RENT
$550 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300
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RENT/LEASE

EFFICIENCY
in Aldine area off of
JFK and Lauder Rd.
$600/mo. +  deposit.
Furnished. All bills
paid. Call Kathy
281-948-7985

       04-2

Classified Ads
713-266-3444

www.NENewsroom.com

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 281-449-9945

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

Harris County Department of
Education (HCDE) recently an-
nounced the teens for 2018 Re-
gional Scholastic Art & Writing
Awards. Recipients join the
ranks with iconic writers and art-
ists Stephen King, Dan Fogel-
berg,  Sylvia Plath,  Robert
Redford, Truman Capote, Andy
Warhol, Joyce Carol Oates, Marc
Brown and Jaida Jones, who all
earned awards as Scholastic Art
& Writing Awards as teens.

HCDE annually sponsors the
regional Scholastic Art & Writ-
ing Awards. A record 7,742 Har-
ris County entries were judged in
the prestigious competition.
Twenty-two school districts, 26
private schools and home schools
are represented as students earn
Gold Key, Silver Key and honor-
able mention awards.

Aldine ISD middle and high school students earn 32
top honors in 2019 Regional Scholastic Art Awards

Naomy Frometa Sánchez received
a Gold Key for her photograph
seen here titled “Roots.”

Gold Keys Represent the Top
5 Percent of Entries

The highest-rated pieces move
on to national judging to be con-
sidered for Gold and Silver Med-
als, which are announced in
March and awarded in June at a

ceremony at Carnegie Hall in
New York City.

Students submitted their work
through more than 759 teachers
who support and participate in
HCDE’s regional competition.
Several hundred volunteer art
and writing professionals judged
the submissions.

In the art categories, students
earned 361 Gold Keys, 514 Sil-
ver Keys, and 835 honorable
mention awards. In the writing
events, students earned 359 Gold
Keys, 579 Silver Keys, and 615
honorable mentions.

www.facebook.com/
NENewsroom

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

Business
Directory

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

TREE SERVICE

08-tfn

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers
Repair or Replace. We also repair

broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

HOME IMPROVEMENT

36-tfn

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR
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H O M E    I M P R O V E M E N T S

(Family Features)
Painting is one of the easi-
est and most impactful
DIY projects for homeown-
ers to quickly update their
homes. Whether it’s a new
look in a master bathroom,
adding a pop of color to the
guest room, finishing off a
basement remodel or any-
thing in-between, a fresh
coat of paint provides a
fresh spin that’s all your
own.

To make your painting
project go smoothly, consid-
er following these impor-
tant steps. Take this task
list from the experts at
Purdy Professional Paint-
ing Tools into account be-
fore diving in to your DIY
painting project.

Find inspiration. Hav-
ing a final design in mind
before starting your
project can help you plan.
From the obvious wall col-
or to more intricate details
like painting trim, doors,
the ceiling and more, start-
ing your project with a
plan can help you avoid
multiple trips to the store.

Remember, the details
are important: incorporat-
ing the correct types and
sheens of paint, using com-
plementary colors, buying
the proper amount of paint
and more.

Collect the right tools.
Part of the planning pro-
cess includes ensuring you
have the proper tools for
the project. A paint brush,
roller cover, roller frame,
paint tray and extension
pole are the basic essen-
tials for your project’s suc-
cess. From step ladders
and putty knives to wood
filler and drop cloths, it’s
crucial to have everything
you need.

However, keep in mind
that not all tools are cre-
ated equal. For example,
when you use a high-qual-
ity paint brush, you’re
more likely to paint
straight lines when cutting
in to corners and walls. You
may also notice a much
smoother finish, one with-
out unsightly brush
strokes, which means a
more visually appealing

4 Steps for DIY Paint
Project Success

result with less effort, too.
One option is Purdy
Brushes, which are spe-
cially designed and hand-
crafted to ensure you get
professional-quality re-
sults every time. Find a
tool selector to help you
find the best brushes, roll-
er covers and painting ac-
cessories for your project at
purdy.com.

Prepare the area. Prop-
er planning for your
project depends on which
room in the house you’re
painting. The main rules of
thumb include removing
everything from your walls
– including curtains, decor
and switch plates – using
drop cloths to cover floors;
removing or lowering light
fixtures from the ceiling;
and emptying the room of
tables, lamps, furniture
and other movable objects.
If this isn’t possible, push
all the pieces to the center
of the room and cover with
drop cloths.

Don’t forget to prepare
the surface you are going
to paint. Patch and sand

any holes or imperfections.
Then wipe down surfaces
you plan to paint with
warm water, which helps
remove dirt and dust that
can sometimes prevent
paint from adhering. If
possible, open windows for
better ventilation once
you’re ready to start.

Clean up. When the
painting process is fin-
ished and you’re appreciat-
ing the hard work, don’t
forget the job isn’t done
until you’ve properly
cleaned up. Paint brushes
and roller covers should be
washed promptly after use
to ensure they can be used
again. Use warm water
and mild detergent to
clean then let air dry. If you
end up with leftover paint,
it can be helpful to save
some for future touch-ups.
One helpful tip is to write
on the can what room or
walls you painted, the date
and color name. This infor-
mation can be beneficial
should you need to pur-
chase more paint at a lat-
er date.

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it
Clean

www.facebook.com/
NENewsroom


