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NOTES

North Houston
Little League
Opens Mar.23
NHA Little League Open-
ing Day, March 23. Parade
& Festival at MacArthur
HS, 4400 Aldine Mail Rt.
Parade begins at 10 am,
Festival at 12 pm. Little
League games from 1 pm -
5 pm at Squatty Lyons
Park, 1601 Cromwell,
77093. For more informa-
tion call 281-226-0552.
AldineDistict.org. SEE
PAGE 8 THIS ISSUE.

NORTHEAST
Artist’s Showcase:

MARKETPLACE – Please Mention the NORTHEAST NEWS when you visit our Advertisers.

www.aldinedistrict.org

713-595-1226
Veronica Sanches,

Director of Services
VSanches@haweshill.com

713-595-1232
Richard Cantu,

Deputy Executive Director
5333 Aldine Mail Rt.
Houston, TX. 77039

911-Emergencies

713-221-6000
Dispatch

Aldine Storefront
281-449-6600

Capt. Ken Melancon
District II

“Civic Saturdays” meeting in East Aldine

Harris County approves
voting at any poll location

Houston, TX– March 7,
2019 – Texas Secretary of
State David Whitley ap-
proved Harris County as one
of six Texas counties with a
population of more than
100,000 to participate in the
Countywide Polling Place
Program. With over 2 million
registered voters, this makes
Harris County the largest
county in the country to im-
plement this program. The
state program allows eligible
counties to establish non-pre-
cinct based Election Day Vot-
ing Centers.

“The voters of Harris
County have made it clear
that a Countywide Polling
Place Program would have a
positive impact on elections
and I am confident that the
transition to a Countywide
Polling Place Program will be
successful”, announced Har-
ris County Clerk Dr. Diane
Trautman.

Voters will now be able to
vote anywhere in Harris
County on Election Day, be-
ginning with the May 4, 2019
Joint Election. All elections,
including general, special,

joint, primaries, and runoffs
will be recommended to use
the Countywide Polling Place
Program.

 “The Countywide Polling
Place Program will allow
more Houstonians to exercise
their most precious right, the
right to vote”, stated Dr.
Trautman.

 Voters can find more infor-
mation on the Countywide
Polling Place Program by
visitingwww.HarrisVotes.com
or by calling the Harris Coun-
ty Clerk’s office at
713.755.6965.

Lives changed
by NACA’s
mortgage
program
NACA’s Achieve the
Dream Event, takes
place March 21-24 at the
Greenspoint Mall.
Houstonians have had
more than their share of
housing troubles over the
past decade. The Great
Recession and the mort-
gage crisis, Hurricane
Harvey and an influx of

See Mortgage Program,
Page 6
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Wednesday
4 Bolillos for $1281-442-1991

5216 Aldine Mail Rte.

Monica & Iliana

Pine Village man dead
in domestic dispute

ALDINE – A 29-year-old
man was fatally shot during
a dispute with his wife in
Northeast Houston, author-
ities said.

Deputies said the victim
and his wife were arguing
over income tax at the home
in the 12000 block of Wild
Pine on Sunday, March 3,
2019 around 10 p.m. when
things became physical. The
wife took her 1-year-old
child and went to a differ-
ent room; her son stepped in.
“A 15-year-old (son) got in-
volved with it and some of
his friends that were there

got involved in it abd at
some point, the victim was
shot,” said Sgt. Greg
Pinkins.

The 15-year-old and his
friends left the scene after
the shooting, the son re-
turned hours after and
spoke to authorities. Depu-
ties said he has not yet been
named a suspect in the
shoothing.

Investigators are still
working to determine where
the shooter got the gun and
who pulled the trigger. Au-
thorities do not have anyone
in custody yet.

Passing of Joseph
O. Goffney II
The Aldine ISD community
mourns the passing of the
Superintendent’s son.
Funeral Arrangements are
on Page 6.

Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo welcomes the citizens
to the Civic Saturday workshop.

Laura Murillo, president of the Hispanic
Chamber, addresses the audience. Others
pictured are East Aldine’s Richard Cantu,
State Rep. Armando Walle, Pct. 1
commissioner Rodney Ellis, and Aldine ISD
board member Connie Esparza.
   (Photos by Marina Sugg & Gilbert
Hoffman)

East Aldine’s new Town
Center was the site of a
“Civic Saturday” workshop
last Saturday. Hundreds
turned out to talk with
Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo, heads of other
county departments, and
civic leaders.

Judge Hidalgo has
planned a series of 7 of
these meetings, each with
a specific topic, throughout
the county. She wants citi-
zen participation in coun-
ty government, and wants
to hear ideas to help shape
the county’s future.

These events are day-
long, where constituents
bring their concerns, ideas
and collaborate with lead-
ers who put change in mo-
tion. The goal is to learn
from and communicate
with the community.

Meetings have been planned on
the following subjects:

-- Health & Environment
-- Transportation, Infrastructure

& Safety

-- Resilience & Flood
Mitigation

-- Children & Early Ed-
ucation

-- Economic Opportuni-
ty & Housing

-- Criminal Justice
--Resilience & Flood

Mitigation (repeat)
The format for the event

was an opening with state-
ments from department
heads and community
leaders.

Judge Hidalgo sees the
Civic Saturdays as a part
of “Talking Transitions:
Harris County” a program
designed to promote the
public’s involvement in
shaping the county’s fu-
ture.

The format of the meet-
ing was:

See Civic Saturdays, p. 8
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TX29 – Congresswoman
Sylvia R. Garcia held her
first District Office Open
House less than two
months after being sworn
into the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. An experi-
enced public servant, Ms.
Garcia aims to continue
the long traditions estab-
lished by the Honorable
Gene Green during his
years of serving the 29th
District of Texas. Over 200
local leaders and residents
were on hand as part of the
celebration.

“We’re open and ready
to serve the community.
Find us at the Atrium 10
office building in the same
spot that Gene was in.
Please call or stop by if you
need anything. The people
of the 29th District have
come to expect a high level
of constituent service and
community engagement.
We will continue with
many of the previous initi-
atives such as Community
Cleanup Day, regular
Northeast Neighborhood
Safety Meetings, and more.
But we also want to grow
and build on what people
want. So come by and tell
us how we can help,” said
Congresswoman Garcia.

Present at the event
were key members of Gar-

cia’s staff. John Chapa
Gorczynski, previously her
Chief of Staff in the Texas
Senate, splits time along-
side side the congresswom-
an in the district and in
Washington, DC. Claudia
Ortega Hogue, previously
Texas State Director for
NALEO, runs operations.
Yuroba Harris, longtime
Gene Green staffer, is the
Director of Special Projects
and is responsible for con-
tinuing many of the pro-
grams he began. Daniel

Vasquez, formerly of the
Houston Federation of
Teachers and AFL-CIO, is
the Field Representative
who ensures that Ms. Gar-
cia is represented in the
community while she
working for us in Washing-
ton. The office is located at
11811 East Freeway Suite
430 between John Ralston
and Federal Road, north of
Jacinto City. The congress-
woman can be reached
at sylviagarcia.house.gov or
by calling (832) 325-3150.

Sylvia Garcia holds Open House

Congresswoman Sylvia Garcia’s first Open
House with staff. An extraordinary high number
of attendees came to greet the new member of
Congress.  L – R: John Chapa Gorczynski, Chief
of Staff, Claudia Ortega Hogue, District Director,
Congresswoman Sylvia R. Garcia, Yuroba Harris,
Director of Special Projects, Daniel Vasquez, Field
Representative. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT TX-29

Aldine ISD Board mem-
bers, administrators and
principals said a great big
“thank-you” to the districts
many business partners by
hosting them at the dis-
trict’s annual Business
Partners Appreciation Lun-
cheon, held Thursday, Feb.
28 at the Doubletree Inter-
continental Hotel.

More than 300 district
leaders and business part-
ners attended the event.
Each business partner who
attended received a certifi-
cation of appreciation from
the principal and at whose
school they volunteer. Dis-
trict departments also hon-
ored their business
partners at the luncheon.

Eisenhower High School
senior Robert Turner
served as the emcee.

Robert serves as one of
Superintendent’s Dr.
LaTonya M. Goffney’s stu-
dent ambassadors, played
football for Eisenhower and
earned a football scholar-
ship to Henderson State
University. He formed his
own organization, RT2 in
November of 2018 to give
back to underprivileged
youths. He organized a food
drive last November and in
December headed up a toy
drive.

He thanked the business
partners for giving of their
time and resources to assist
Aldine ISD students and
staff.

“We would like to thank
all of the organizations and

Houston, TX— The cold
and wet weather did little
to diminish the excitement
and optimism of Aldine
Community partners as
they gathered on February
19th for a ribbon- cutting
ceremony dedicating  the
newly renovated  Aldine-
Greenspoint YMCA.   Lo-
cated on 500 Greens Rd., in
Tom Wussow Park, local
stakeholders joined YMCA
staff and board members
to celebrate the service of
YMCA in the Aldine com-
munity.

Previously housed in a
storefront off Interstate 45,
the Y has found a new
home along the banks of
Greens Bayou and is fo-
cused on increasing access
and usefulness to the com-
munity through supportive
services, adult education,
group exercise classes,
youth sports and commu-
nity events.

“We are honored to be
an option Aldine-Green-
spoint families have in

Aldine ISD, North Houston District, Exxon Mobil, Villa Serena Properties
and Lone Star College join the Aldine-Greenspoint YMCA board in Tom
Wussow Park ribbon-cutting

their neighborhood for wel-
coming, nurturing pro-
gramming,” said Najah
Callander, District Execu-
tive Director, Aldine
YMCA, “This beautiful
park has served the com-
munity for years, and we
feel extremely lucky to be
here. We also want to
thank our partners, Aldine
ISD, North Houston Dis-
trict, TimkenSteel, Lone
Star College, Exxon Mobil
and Tellepsen Builders for
their support of our Y.”

Along with the opening
of this facility, the Y also
offers community member-
ships tailored to the resi-
dents of the
Aldine-Greenspoint area.
Relocating to Tom Wussow
Park allows families to uti-
lize the beautiful and spa-
cious multi-purpose center
and outdoor spaces, in-
creasing the benefits of
membership by offering Y
programs focused on youth
development, healthy liv-

ing, and social responsibil-
ity.   “The Aldine-Green-
spoint Family YMCA and
the North Houston District
share a similar goal – to
build a strong community,”
said Greg Simpson, Presi-
dent, North Houston Dis-
trict. “We’re excited to
partner with the Y to ex-
pand their programs in
Wussow Park, a natural
gathering place for the
families and children who
live in the area.”

The Y will continue to
celebrate their re-opening
with upcoming events in
April including a Commu-
nity Open House and an
Egg-stravaganza on April
20, details to follow.  Please
call or visit the Aldine-
Greenspoint Family YMCA
for more information or to
register for a free one-week
membership. The Y is a
place for everyone!  Come
join us and help us build
stronger communities here
in Aldine.

Aldine-Greenspoint
YMCA has a new home

Aldine ISD says thank-you
to business partners

Aldine ISD Superintendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney,
left, and Deputy Superintendent Dr. Selina Chapa,
right, pose with Eisenhower High School senior Robert
Turner, who served as emcee of the district’s Business
Partner Appreciation Luncheon, held Thursday, Feb.
28 at the DoubleTree Intercontinental Hotel.

businesses that have
helped all of the Aldine
schools, whether through
monetary donations or vol-
unteering time out of your
busy schedules. We really
appreciate each and every-
one of your for all you do for
Aldine ISD.”

The Hambrick Middle
School LOTC presented the
colors and after the reciting
of the Pledge of Allegiance
and the Pledge to the Tex-
as Flag, Sheleah Reed,
Chief Communications Of-
ficer, introduced Board
members who attended and
Dr. Goffney’s Executive
Leadership Team. Board
President Steve Mead,
Board Vice President Con-

nie Esparza and Board
Member Rose Avalos at-
tended the luncheon.

Abel Garza, assistant su-
perintendent of community
and governmental rela-
tions, introduced elected
officials and their represen-
tatives in attendance.

Minister Rafael Rod-
riguez of Templo Poder y
Gozo Church delivered the
invocation.

Following lunch, Mr.
Mead delivered remarks
thanking business partners
for their dedicated service
to Aldine.

TSHA names Aldine ISD educator as
recipient of the 2018 Mary Jon and J. P.
Bryan Leadership in Education Award

Daniel Perugini (far left) receives a standing ovation after announcing that he has
been named a 2018 Mary Jon and J.P. Bryan Leadership in Education Award
winner. Mary Katherine Marshall (holding microphone), director of educational
services for TSHA and coordinator of the Texas History Day program; Deborah
Johnson, AISD program director of secondary social studies; Deputy Superintendent
Selina Chapa and Superintendent of Schools LaTonya M. Goffney (l-r) applaud
Perugini’s accomplishments.

See Business Partners,
Page 8

The Texas State Histori-
cal Association (TSHS) re-
cently announced the
recipients of the 2018 Mary
Jon and J. P. Bryan Leader-
ship in Education Awards.
The Bryan Awards are giv-
en annually to recognize
outstanding history educa-
tors at both the K-12 and
college levels. Aldine ISD ed-
ucator Daniel Perugini is
the K-12 Award winner. He
is a teacher at Stovall Mid-
dle School.

Perugini and the college
Award recipient Allen
Hamilton will each be
awarded a certificate and a
check for $5,000 on March

1 at TSHA’s Annual Meet-
ing in Corpus Christi.

Perugini’s hard work in-
side and outside of the class-
room has consistently
placed him within the top
three teachers in his district
for his students’ state
STAAR scores.

Perugini is in his 35th
year of teaching at Stovall
Middle School. The history
teacher also serves as the
school’s History Depart-
ment Chair. In TSHS’ award
announcement, Perugini is
recognized for routinely
sending a number of his stu-
dents to the regional- and
state-level Texas History

Day competitions. The asso-
ciation also noted that Pe-
rugini founded a Junior
Historians of Texas chapter
at his campus. The chapter
encourages students to en-
gage with their community’s
local history. His hard work
inside and outside of the
classroom has consistently
placed Perugini within the
top three teachers in his dis-
trict for his students’ state
STAAR scores.

Mary Katherine Mar-
shall, director of education-
al services for the Texas
State Historical Association
(TSHA) and coordinator of
the Texas History Day pro-

gram, was present during
the AISD 2019 Regional
History Fair Awards Cere-
mony. She shared with stu-
dents and parents the
legacy of AISD’s history pro-
gram and the number of
students that have ad-
vanced and won at the na-
tional contest. It was
Marshall who announced
Perugini’s accomplishments
and the honor TSHA be-
stowed on him.

Hamilton is a professor
at St. Philip’s College in San
Antonio. He has taught Tex-
as history for nearly four de-
cades and is a three-time
Bryan Award finalist. In ad-

dition to his work at St. Phil-
ip’s College, Hamilton has
authored seven books and

has been published in a
number of other books and
historical journals.

Take Pride
in our Community,

Keep it Clean

www.facebook.com/
NENewsroom.com

Karate classes at East Aldine

Jesse and Sue Diaz, in the back row, are teaching this class of young
Karate students in the East Aldine offices. Teachers are members of the
American Society of Karate. The next class starts Friday, April 5, if interested
call 713-962-6641 or East Aldine District at 713-595-1220. The Karate
class entertained at the recent Lone Star College “Meet the Dean” night.
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CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

Business
Directory

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

08-tfn

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers
Repair or Replace. We also repair

broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378

HOME IMPROVEMENT

36-tfn

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

TREE SERVICE

TxDOT reminds Spring
Breakers about deadly,
long-term consequences of
drinking and driving

HOUSTON – Spring
Break is a dangerous time
on Texas roads, with hun-
dreds of impaired driving
crashes involving young
drivers occurring each
year. As college students
and young adults head to
Spring Break destinations
in the coming weeks, the
Texas Department of
Transportation’s “Plan
While You Can” campaign
reminds them to make a
plan for a sober ride before
the party starts.

“Drinking alcohol and
driving can severely im-
pact a young person’s fu-
ture. Many promising lives
are cut short due to the
poor decision to drink al-
cohol and drive,” said Tx-
DOT Executive Director
James Bass. “We urge
young drivers to make re-
sponsible choices during
the Spring Break holiday.

TxDOT urges young drivers to plan
for sober ride ahead of Spring Break

Before heading out, please
plan ahead for a sober ride
to ensure you get to and
from your destination
safely.”

During last year’s
Spring Break* in Texas,
there were 444 crashes in-
volving young drivers who
were driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. Those
crashes killed 11 people
and seriously injured an-
other 37.

The “Plan While You
Can” campaign includes a
statewide tour featuring
the new “Plan to Win” vir-
tual reality game where
participants are a part of
an immersive trivia game
which poses questions re-
lated to drinking alcohol
and driving, and also dem-
onstrates the consequenc-
es of drunk driving.
Players avoid “jail” by an-
swering questions correct-
ly, and winners progress to
a waiting taxi to receive a
safe and sober ride. The
experience will visit 10
Texas cities during March.

While drivers under the
influence of alcohol risk
killing or seriously injuring
themselves or others, they
also face up to $17,000 in
fines and fees, jail time and
loss of their driver’s license.
Visit SoberRides.org to find
alternatives to drinking
alcohol and driving, such
as:

• Designating a sober
driver or calling someone
for a sober ride home

• Contacting a cab or
ride-share service

• Using mass transit
• Spending the night
“Plan While You Can” is

a key component of
#EndTheStreakTX, a larg-
er grassroots effort that
encourages drivers to make
safer choices while on the
road. Since Nov. 7, 2000, at
least one person has died
on Texas roadways every
single day and that’s why
#EndTheStreakTX asks all
Texans to commit to help-
ing end the streak of daily
deaths on our roadways.

Young Ladies of Ele-
gance will be distributing
free prom dresses to the
first 100 female high
school seniors who register
for the group’s Communi-
ty Prom Dress Giveaway.

The items range from
new to gently used and
may need to be dry cleaned
before prom night. Each
recipient will have an ele-
gant dress, beautiful shoes
and a variety of accesso-
ries.

Donate and Make
Dreams Come True

Dr. Kimberley Booker,
CEO and founder of Young
Ladies of Elegance, is
spearheading the drive.
Booker is also an Aldine
ISD Trustee. Booker hopes

Houston police are in-
vestigating the shooting of
a man that occurred at
9217 Levering Lane about
7 p.m. on Monday, March
4.

According to HPD Major
Assaults and Family Vio-
lence Division Detectives
A. Le and L. Bolmanski,
Raul Zarazua Mendoza,
45, and his family were in-
side their home.  He was
sleeping on the couch while
his wife and son were in
another  room gett ing
ready for bed.  Someone

Young Ladies of Elegance to
hold prom dress giveaway

A lucky student found her dress, the shoes and accessories at the 2018
event. She is seen taking a moment to pose with YLOE and a few other
fairy godmothers in her Cinderella story.

to give away more than 100
dresses this year. She is
asking for dress and acces-
sory donations from the
community. Interested in-
dividuals can contact her
by calling (770) 560-9841
or (832) 366-3009. She will
be accepting donations
now until March 22.

Dress sizes will vary
from small to 24. There is
a limited quantity in each
size available. There will
be no additional dresses
once they run out.

YLOE Prom Dress Give-
away Requirements

• Must be a high school
female senior.

• Must show high school
campus ID.

• A parent or guardian
must accompany attend-
ees.

Register Today!
Registration is required

to attend the Prom Dress
Giveaway. Please RSVP by
March 20  by calling (770)
560-9841 or (832) 366-
3009.

When you register, don’t
forget to provide your full
name, the high school you
attend, and the dress size
needed.

Prom Dress Giveaway
will be Saturday, March 23
from 2-5 p.m. at M.O.
Campbell Educational
Center (1865 Aldine Bend-
er Rd. • Houston, TX
77032).

Man injured in a
home invasion

Hambrick Middle
School took four dedicated
students to the district Ac-
ademic Pentathlon compe-
tition which took place at
Lewis Middle School on
Saturday, March 2.  Spon-
sors Carlos Diaz and Shan-
non Vince proudly
announced that those 4
students performed out-
standingly well at the com-
petition. Students can
compete in math, litera-
ture, social studies, sci-
ence, fine arts, and a Super
Quiz, which is a mix of all
subjects.

Three of the four stu-
dents competed in the
Honors Division with one
representing Hambrick in
the Scholastic Division.
Every one of Hambrick’s
participants placed in sev-
eral different subjects re-
sulting in a total medal
count of 25.  This great suc-
cess resulted in a 3rd Place
overall school rank for the
competition and a 2nd
Place award for the Super
Quiz.

entered the home through
the backdoor and shot
Mendoza one time.  The
unknown suspect then
fled.

The victim was trans-
ported to Ben Taub Gener-
al Hospital with what are
believed to be non-life-
threatening wounds.

Anyone with informa-
tion on this case is urged
to contact the HPD Major
Assaults and Family Vio-
lence Division at 713-308-
8800 or Crime Stoppers at
713-222-TIPS.

Hambrick Middle School Academic
Pentathlon team brings home the Hardware

Naomi Gonzalez, Cynthia Mateos, Josue Quezada, and
Jorge Gamez (pictured left to right) show off all of the
medals they brought home from the recent Academic
Pentathlon competition.

The team is already
making plans for an even
bigger showing at the Re-
gional Academic Pentath-
lon which will be held on
April 27.

Honors Division
Cynthia Mateos
1st Place – Math
2nd Place – Literature
Josue Quezada
2nd Place – Literature
2nd Place – Social Sci-

ence

3rd Place – Fine Arts
3rd Place – Science
Jorge Gamez (3rd Place

– Student Overall)
1st Place – Literature
2nd Place – Fine Arts
3rd Place – Math
3rd Place – Science
Scholastic Division
Naomi Gonzalez
1st Place – Fine Arts
2nd Place – Science
2nd Place – Literature
2nd Place – Math

Charges have been filed
against a suspect wanted
in the fatal shooting of a
woman found at 12803
Northborough Drive about
9:45 a.m.  on Sunday,
March 3.

The suspect, Auner Re-
bolledo, 41, is charged with
murder for his role in the
killing of his common-law
wife, Adaelna Diaz, 34.

Suspect wanted in fatal shooting
at Northborough Drive

A photo of Rebolledo,
who is not in custody, is
not available.  Investiga-
tors were told he might
have fled to Mexico.

According to Houston
Police Officials, Patrol of-
ficers were dispatched to a
welfare check call at an
apartment and were met
by family members of the

suspect (Rebolledo).  Ac-
cording to the family mem-
bers, Rebolledo had sent
disturbing text messages
earlier in the morning, so
they contacted police to
check on the occupants of
the apartment.  Respond-
ing officers and family
members found Ms. Diaz
deceased on the living

room floor of the apart-
ment.  It appeared she had
sustained multiple gun-
shot wounds to her torso.

Anyone with informa-
tion on the whereabouts of
suspect Auner Rebolledo is
urged to contact the HPD
Homicide Division at 713-
308-3600 or Crime Stop-
pers at 713-222-TIPS.

Toss it into
the can. It’s
a neat idea.

The Aldine Independent
School District will hold a
public hearing to discuss
the district’s Annual Per-
formance Report (APR) on
Tuesday, March 19, during
its Board of Trustees meet-
ing.

The hearing will take
place at 7 p.m. in the Board
Room in the Central Office,
located at 2520 W.W.
Thorne Drive.

Texas Education Code
§39.306 requires each dis-

Aldine ISD to hold public hearing
on Annual Performance Report

trict’s board of trustees to
publish an annual report
that includes the district
and campus Texas Aca-
demic Performance
(TAPR) reports; district
accreditation status, cam-
pus performance objec-
tives; a report of violent or
criminal incidents, and, in-
formation received under
Texas Education Code
§51.403(e) from the Texas
Higher Education Coordi-

nating Board.  The board of
trustees shall hold a hear-
ing for the public discus-
sion of the report, and they
shall widely disseminate
the report within the dis-
trict.

A copy of the APR will be
made available to the pub-
lic at each Aldine ISD cam-
pus, the Central Office, the
Resource Center, and on
the district’s website at
wwww.aldineisd.org.

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks ***Sorry No Passes             CLOSED CAPTION

**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6pm. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 • Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 pm

General Admission $7.50 • 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted  BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 • Theater 281-874-1141 • www.pccmovies.com

* CAPTAIN MARVEL (PG-13)
12:15pm, 3:00pm, 3:15pm, 6:30pm,
9:00pm, 9:30pm  Stadium Seating
* CAPTAIN MARVEL (PG-13) 3:10pm,
9:10pm
SPA-Spanish Dubbed; Stadium Seating
* CAPTAIN MARVEL in Disney Digital
3D (PG-13) 12:10pm, 6:10pm
SPA-Spanish Dubbed; Stadium Seating
* CAPTAIN MARVEL in Disney Digital
3D (PG-13) 12:00pm, 6:00pm
Stadium Seating
* GRETA (R) 12:00pm, 2:15pm, 4:40pm,
7:00pm, 9:30pm Stadium Seating
* Tyler Perry’s A Madea Family Funeral
(PG-13) 12:00pm, 2:30pm, 5:00pm,
7:30pm, 10:00pm  Stadium Seating
How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden
World (PG) 3:30pm, 9:30pm
SPANDUB; Stadium Seating
How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden
World (PG) 12:45pm, 7:00pm
Stadium Seating
* How to Train Your Dragon: The
Hidden World 3D (PG) 12:30pm, 6:30pm
SPANDUB; Stadium Seating

* How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden
World 3D (PG)  4:00pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating
ALITA: BATTLE ANGEL (PG-13)
12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm, 9:30pm
Stadium Seating
FIGHTING WITH MY FAMILY (PG-13)
12:00pm, 2:30pm  Stadium Seating
HAPPY DEATH DAY 2U (PG-13)
12:00pm, 2:20pm, 4:45pm, 7:15pm,
9:35pm  Stadium Seating
* The LEGO Movie 2: The Second Part in
3D (PG)  1:00pm  Stadium Seating
The LEGO Movie 2: The Second Part
(PG)   3:45pm  Stadium Seating
THE PRODIGY (R)   12:00pm, 2:15pm,
4:35pm, 7:00pm, 9:15pm
Stadium Seating
WHAT MEN WANT (R)
12:00pm, 6:00pm, 9:00pm
Stadium Seating
MISS BALA (PG-13)   6:30pm, 9:20pm
Stadium Seating
AQUAMAN (PG-13)  6:50pm
Stadium Seating
* AQUAMAN 3D (PG-13) 9:55pm
Stadium Seating
Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse (PG) -
12:30pm, 3:30pm  Stadium Seating

FRIDAY–WEDNESDAY 3/8-3/13

Opens THURSDAY,  March 14
* FIVE FEET APART (PG13) 7:00 9:35
* WONDER PARK (PG) 5:00 7:15 9:30

MOVIES have Stadium Seating &
Closed Caption & Audio Description
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H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield

O P I N I O N    P A G E

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

AUSTIN — A San An-
tonio federal judge on Feb.
27 ordered Texas Secre-
tary of State David Whit-
ley not to purge the names
of voters whose registra-
tions he challenged as be-
ing potentially fraudulent.

The order came in a vot-
ing rights case filed by the
League of United Latin
American Citizens and
other plaintiffs.

U.S. District Judge Fred
Biery denied defendants’
motion to dismiss the suit.
Biery then ordered offi-
cials not to remove anyone
from the current voter reg-
istration list until autho-
rized by the court.

However, Biery added
that local officials may
continue to determine
whether someone who is
not a citizen is in fact reg-
istered to vote, so long as
it is done without commu-
nicating directly with any
particular individual on
the list.

Biery’s ruling, which
came after three days of
hearing evidence and ar-
guments in the case, stat-
ed: “Out of 98,000 new
American voters on the
list, thus far approximate-
ly 80 have been identified
as being ineligible to vote.”

Plaintiffs filed the case
after Whitley, acting as the
state’s chief elections offic-
er, on Jan. 25 issued an
advisory to county voter
registrars regarding voter
registration list mainte-
nance activities, one of
which was to identify any
non-U.S. citizens regis-
tered to vote in Texas.

The advisory came after
the secretary of state’s
elections division reported
that some 95,000 individ-
uals identified by the Tex-
as Department of Public
Safety as non-U.S. citizens
have a matching voter reg-
istration record and that
approximately 58,000 vot-
ed in one or more Texas
elections.

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton reacted to the
ruling, saying it “deprives
state and county election
officials of the capacity to
faithfully execute their
duties under state and fed-
eral law to maintain vot-
ing rolls.” Paxton also said,
“We are weighing our op-
tions to address this rul-
ing and to continue
making our case that in-
eligible voters should not
vote and counties are free
to continue to follow the
law and keep their voter
rolls clean.”

Order stops state, local authorities
from purging voter rolls

Meanwhile, Whitley,
appointed as secretary of
state by Gov. Greg Abbott
in December, is undergo-
ing the confirmation pro-
cess in the Texas Senate.
The body’s nominations
committee last week vot-
ed along party lines to for-
ward his nomination to
the full Senate for consid-
eration.

Aid request is
granted

The White House on
Feb. 25 granted Gov. Ab-
bott's request for a presi-
dential disaster
declaration for 33 Texas
counties.

This action provides
access to the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency's Public Assis-
tance and Hazard Mitiga-
tion grant programs for
communities that are re-
covering and rebuilding
following severe weather
and flooding this past fall.

"I thank the president
and FEMA for granting
this disaster declaration,"
Abbott said. "As commu-
nities continue to recover
and rebuild from the af-
termath of these devastat-
ing floods, we remain
committed to working
with our federal and local

partners to ensure that
Texas is more resilient
than ever before."

The following counties
are included in the presi-
dent’s disaster declaration:
Archer, Baylor, Brown,
Burnet, Callahan, Co-
manche, Coryell, Dimmit,
Edwards, Fannin, Frank-
lin, Grimes, Haskell, Hill,
Hopkins, Houston, Jones,
Kimble, Kinney, Knox, Ll-
ano, Madison, Mason, Mc-
Culloch, Menard, Nolan,
Real, San Saba, Sutton,
Throckmorton, Travis,
Uvalde and Val Verde.

Abbott reacts
to ruling

Gov. Abbott on Feb. 28
sent a letter to appointees
and state agencies follow-
ing the Texas Criminal
Court of Appeals' Feb. 27
ruling that struck down a
key provision of the state's
open meetings law.

In question was the
law’s prohibition against
members of a governmen-
tal body meeting privately
in numbers of less than a
quorum to discuss public
business. In writing the
majority opinion, Presid-
ing Judge Sharon Keller
described that part of the
law as “unconstitutionally
vague.”

The court’s split deci-
sion came in a case pitting
the State of Texas against
a county judge who was al-
leged to have broken the
law.

In his letter, Abbott in-
structed recipients to con-
tinue to follow the spirit of
the Texas Open Meetings
Act, despite the ruling.
“Texas has long been, and
will continue to be, a lead-
er in governmental trans-
parency,” Abbott wrote.

“Regardless of yester-
day’s ruling, my standard
and expectation is for all
agencies and boards to
continue to follow the spir-
it of the law. You should not
waver in your commitment
to providing transparency
in the work you perform
for Texans at your respec-
tive governmental enti-
ties,” he added.

Sen. Kirk Watson, D-
Austin, is working with ad-
vocates of government
transparency and account-
ability on legislation ad-
dressing the appeals
court’s criticism of the law.

The bill-filing deadline
for the current legislative
session is Friday, March 8.

Abbott reappoints
Morath

Gov. Abbott on Feb. 27
announced his reappoint-
ment of Mike Morath as
state commissioner of ed-
ucation for a term to expire
on Jan. 16, 2023.

The reappointment is
subject to confirmation by
the Texas Senate.

Morath has served as
chief executive of the Tex-
as Education Agency since
January 2016.

Every day, law en-
forcement, fire fighters,
emergency personnel and
tow operators risk their
lives responding to calls
for help. In 2018, more
than 1,100 crashes in the
Houston/Galveston area
involved emergency
vehicles, according to the
Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT).

The Texas Move Over/
Slow Down law requires
that passing motorists
move out of the lane
closest to an emergency
vehicle stopped on the
roadway, or if they can’t
safely move, reduce
driving speeds to 20
miles below the posted
limit. Move Over/Slow
Down also applies when
passing stopped TxDOT
vehicles and tow trucks
displaying warning
signals such as traffic
cones or flashing lights.

“Move Over/Slow
Down is designed to
prevent secondary
crashes and protect first
responders as well as
drivers and passengers,”
said Dinah Massie,
Executive Director at
Houston TranStar. “It’s
about improving safety
for all, particularly
emergency personnel
who work in dangerous
conditions along Texas
roadways.”

The Move Over/Slow
Down Law requires you
to:

• Move out of the lane
next to the stopped
vehicle(s) when on a
highway with two or
more lanes going the
same direction, if it can
be done safely and
legally

– OR –
• Slow to 20 miles per

hour below the posted
speed

• Slow to 5 miles per
hour if the posted speed
is 25 miles per hour or
less

Heightened enforce-
ment of the Move Over/
Slow Down law is
happening across the
state, with fines from
$200 to $2,000, depend-
ing on the offense. Last
year, TxDOT reports the
Department of Public
Safety issued more than
41,000 warnings and
citations to motorists
violating the law.

For more information
on road safety and to
learn more about how to
Travel Smart with
TranStar, visit
www.HoustonTranstar.org.

Houston
TranStar
urges
motorists:
move over,
slow down –
it saves lives

Mayor Turner's open letter
to Houston about Prop B
and moving forward

Dear Fellow Houstonians,
Everyone loves firefighters, and

everyone wants them to be paid
commensurate to what other firefighters
are making around the state. Prop.B goes
even further, and links firefighters pay to
that of Houston police officers even
though the organizational structures and
promotional requirements are vastly
different. Prior to and after the passage of
Prop B, the city’s finance department and
the Controller’s Office said the costs
would exceed $100 million a year.

Because no funding source was included in Prop B. and the City is
required to balance its books by June 30th of each year, the implementa-
tion of the voter approved measure places the City in a dilemma; increase
the firefighters’ pay by 29 percent which will invariably cause a reduction
in personnel and services, seek a determination from the court on whether
Prop B conflicts with state law which could only be done after voters
approved it, and/or negotiate with the union to phase in the costs of Prop
B over multiple years.

As mayor, I have made sure the city is pursuing all three paths. We
have forwarded to the Union a proposal that would phase in the costs of
Prop B over five years which would substantially eliminate the need to lay
off or reduce services beyond the normal budgetary process. All pay
raises would be retroactive to January 1, 2019. If there is an agreement, it
would mitigate the continuation of any court action, and this entire matter
would be behind us.

At the same time, the City, in the lawsuit filed by the Houston Police
Officers Union (HPOU) in Nov. 2018, asked the court to rule on the legality
of Prop. B. If the court rules as a matter of law, Prop B was preempted by
state law, the HPOU lawsuit is terminated subject to appeal and Prop B is
no longer before us.

However, until the court rules, the City is obligated to move forward in
implementing Prop B with the effective date being January 1, 2019.

Since there have been some misstatements and confusion on the
legal action the City has or has not taken surrounding Prop B, let me take
a moment to lay out what we have done.

 The Houston Police Officers’ Association sued the City of Houston
and Houston Professional Fire Fighters Association, IAFF Local 341 on
November 30, 2018. In the 2018 HPOU litigation, the court is asked to
determine whether Prop B can stand, since it conflicts with state law.  The
City answered and appeared in the case as required and, later, also made
an affirmative claim within the HPOU suit, seeking a declaration that Prop
B conflicts with state law.

No new, separate lawsuit was filed by the City. No new parties were
added in the 2018 HPOU lawsuit by the City. No money damages are
sought by the City.

The Houston Professional Fire Fighters’ Association, Local 341, the
firefighters' union, sued the City of Houston in 2017 seeking a pay raise for
fiscal year 2018 after the union, not the City, walked away from the
collective bargaining table. The union ignored the City’s requests that it
return to the table. The union sued the City and asked a state court judge
to set (not negotiate) all employment terms.

 The City is not mounting a broadside attack, constitutional or
otherwise, on the Fire and Police Employee Relations Act (FPERA). In
fact, the City wants the firefighters’ union to return to the bargaining table
so that a Judge is not asked to set pay without reference to any standards.

In my 30 years of public service, I have supported collective
bargaining. I fought for collective bargaining for firefighters in the Texas
Legislature in 2005. To this day, I am committed to collective bargaining.

Lastly, if an agreement cannot be reached with the union to phase in
the costs of Prop B over multiple years and if the court does not timely rule
on the legality of Prop B, the City is already defining parity between police
and fire, re-programming its systems and preparing for a reduction in force
as needed to balance the budget.

On January 15, 2019, the Houston Professional Fire Fighters
Association, IAFF Local 341 and Intervenor-Plaintiffs Patrick “Marty”
Lancton, Gabriel Angel Dominguez, Roy Anthony Cormier, Brian Ray
Wilcox, and Delance Shaw filed brand new claims in the 2018 HPOU
litigation against new parties: Mayor Sylvester Turner, Finance Director
Tantri Emo, Controller Chris Brown, and all elected city council members.
The firefighters and their union seek the immediate implementation of
Prop B.

None of the elected officials needed to be sued. Director Emo, who is
not an elected official and does not “sit” at or on City Council, did not need
to be sued. Although the process for radically restructuring the City's
Human Resource System and payroll methodology to accurately issue
salary checks is difficult,

it is well underway and will be done. Moreover, the City plans to make
payments under Prop B effective as of January 1, 2019.

 The fact is that the City did not start any of the pending litigation
involving the firefighters. Firefighters sued the city to destroy the City’s
historic pension reform; not just the part relating to firefighters, but all the
reforms for all municipal employees. That litigation could add hundreds of
millions of dollars to the City’s costs, scuttle some or all the employee
pension systems and financially ruin the City. Fire fighters sued the City in
2017 prior to Prop B, asking a court for a pay raise for the fiscal year 2018.
They have not dropped that lawsuit. They caused Prop B to be enacted.
Now, again, in the 2018 HPOU litigation, they have sought the immediate
implementation of Prop B as a way to expedite the receipt of money from
the taxpayers.

 Prop B requires that the City substantially increase firefighter
compensation.  It was misrepresented to the public as bringing about pay
“parity.” In fact, Prop B requires that firefighters benefit if police officers get
benefits or raises, even though their working conditions are completely
different, but police officers do not benefit from firefighter benefits or
raises.

 Citizen-driven charter amendments like Prop B are not always
carefully-drafted, much less fully-vetted documents when they arrive at
City Hall.  When they are not, there is next to nothing a city can do to
correct even the most glaring constitutional and legal errors in a citizen-
driven charter amendment. A city’s only meaningful opportunity to save
itself from unconstitutional additions to the City Charter, or obvious efforts
like Prop B, comes after the proposed charter amendment passes. After
an election, such determinations should be made by our courts.

 The City contends that Section 24 to Article IX of the City Charter,
approved by voters on November 6, 2018, as Proposition B (“Prop B”), is
preempted by State law because:

1.      Chapter 174,  the State of Texas’ collective bargaining law,
contains an express preemption clause that states, “(t)his chapter
preempts all contrary local ordinances, executive orders, legislation, or
rules adopted by the state or by a political subdivision or agent of the
state, including a personnel board, civil service commission, or home-rule
municipality” and Prop B is contrary to the provisions of Chapter 174;

2.      If not expressly preempted, Prop B is impliedly preempted
because it frustrates both the express policies of the State of Texas stated
in LGC Section 174.002, and numerous other provisions of LGC Chapter
174 regarding compensation, bargaining, and conditions of employment;
and

3.      Prop B is void under art. XI, § 5 of the Texas Constitution
because it is inconsistent with the general laws of the State of Texas.

 In this case, the City has asked a court of law to have the final say.
That is how our system of law should work.

 Let me end where I started. We love and respect our firefighters and
want them to be appropriately compensated. Having said that, I don’t
believe the voters intended to place our City in financial turmoil, cause our
credit rating to tumble and increase the costs of City debt.

As mayor, I have a fiduciary responsibility to protect the financial
stability of this city and that includes presenting a balanced budget. Prop B
threatens to erase all the financial gains of pension reform and place us in
a financial crisis. As a city, we cannot let that happen.

We must work together to find a path forward no matter how bumpy
the course or how hot the rhetoric.

There is just too much at stake.
Sincerely,
Sylvester Turner
Mayor

Your neighborhood groomer
at an affordable price!

Furrytails Dog Grooming
407 NOONDAY LANE, HOUSTON TX 77060

281-445-9780
www.furrytdg.com

Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sat 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

Services Available: • Flea & Tick Dips • Full Bath &
Blow Dry • Nail Trims • Hair Style per Your

Instructions • Teeth Brushing • Dog Accessories •

Aldine Bender

Aldine Mail

Noonday

Lillja

➢
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H O U S I N G    &    E N T E R T A I N M E N T

   (NAPSA)—Increasingly,
homeowners seeking to pro-
tect the curb appeal of their
residences are looking up—
at their roofs.

   In many areas, roofs
have black streaks caused by
algae—and this is the top ap-
pearance-related problem re-
ported to roofing contractors.
Fortunately, homeowners
don’t have to accept the fate
of algae making a roof look
old before its time.

   A new type of roof shin-
gle provides a long-term so-
lution to help prevent algae
growth from taking hold—
protecting your home and
helping to keep it looking
good for years to come.

   Invented by 3M to com-
bat black streaks on roofs
caused by algae, copper-con-
taining roofing granules
have been proven successful
on hundreds of thousands of
homes across the country
over the last two decades.
Available as shingles with
Scotchgard Protector, this
long-term, proven solution
provides homeowners a
beautiful roof free from ugly
black streaks.

   Known for insisting on
nothing less than the best
product for the job, profes-
sional contractor and TV
host Mike Holmes recently
named these shingles a
“Holmes Approved Prod-
uct”—and is working to in-
crease awareness among
homeowners to help elimi-
nate black streaks on roofs
for good.

   “I’m proud to partner
with 3M and I’m excited to
see how far we can take the
message,” says Holmes. “To-
gether, we’re going to contin-
ue to improve the quality of
our homes, increase the val-
ue of our homes and change

our industry for the better.”
   This fall, The Holmes Group will

partner with two Atlas Pro™ Plus con-
tractors to transform homes in need of
a curb appeal face-lift. The teams, led
by Mike Holmes Jr. and Sherry Holmes,
will work together to make over two
homes with Atlas Pinnacle® Pristine
Shingles with Scotchgard™ Protector.
Viewers can tune in to the online mi-
croseries this fall.

   “The Holmes name brings added
value to the already highly respected
Scotchgard brand,” says Stan Bastek,
director of marketing and sales devel-
opment for Atlas Roofing. “When the
Holmes group endorses a brand, they are
communicating to consumers that they
see the same problem we do: how ugly
black streaks on roofs reduce curb ap-
peal and home value.”

   “The Scotchgard brand is synony-
mous with protection for homeowners,
so protection from roof algae is the ful-
fillment of what that brand promises—
a roof free of black streaks that retains
its aesthetic appearance,” according to
Frank Klink, Ph.D., senior laboratory
manager, 3M. “Our decades of research
into the scientific properties of copper,
and field experience with shingle tech-
nologies and roof algae, have proven that
a minimum 10 percent blend of 3M cop-
per-containing granules uniformly dis-
tributed across the shingle surface, and
hip and ridge, is required for superior
protection against algae.”

To learn more, visit 3M at
www.3M.com/resistblackstreaks. Spe-
cial shingles can help eliminate black
streaks caused by algae.

New Shingles Protect The
Curb Appeal Of Homes
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C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S

All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SEMI-RETIRED
Handyman will do
carpentry,
painting, roof
repairs, mobile
homes, pressure
washing. Lifetime
Houstonian.
713-754-0923.
Don.          16-tfn
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DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS: SGT
2000 Motor Freight
Inc. Company Earn
Up To $.45 p/mile
O/O Earn Up To
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E. Sign On Bo-
nus $5000*.
Company - Owner
Operators
713-674-2076

         7-4

Classified Ads,
Call

713-266-3444

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Part Time Position available for

Newspaper ad sales person for the
Aldine and North Channel areas.
Set your own hours. Commission
basis means you can earn more.
Bilingual helpful. Car required.

Send resume to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a

local newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches
more readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are
$10.00 per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢
per word plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if
required. Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for
supporting our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

713-266-3444           email: nenewsroom@aol.com

new residents have
combined to create a tight
housing market. Most
severely affected are low
to moderate income
homebuyers.  The tight
lending requirements and
large down payments has
made this a housing crisis.
      NACA is the one
organization that has
broken through the
barriers to make home
ownership possible for
working people. NACA
with its fifty offices
nationwide including
Houston, Dallas and San
Antonio, has made
affordable homeowner-
ship a reality for thou-
sands of primarily
low-to-moderate income
people with its best
mortgage in America: no
down payment, no closing

costs, no PMI and without
the consideration of one’s
credit score. Everyone
receives the same below-
market interest rate as
noted by Forbes Magazine
in their comparison of the
best low down payment
mortgages “There is one
exception, NACA, that
charges the same rate
regardless of the credit
score”.
     NACA, which is the
largest non-profit HUD
certified organization, will
be conducting a massive
homeownership event
from Thursday March 21st
through Sunday March
24th at the Greenspoint
Mall for thousands of
homebuyers (click her for
event flyer). All partici-
pants will receive compre-
hensive counseling and

access to NACA’s Best in
America mortgage with
Bank of America commit-
ting $10 Billion to this one
extraordinary mortgage
product (click her for
CNBC story).
      The program is the
creation of NACA Founder
and CEO Bruce Marks,
who has been at the
forefront of the fight for
economic justice through
affordable homeowner-
ship since starting NACA
more than thirty years
ago. “NACA has made the
dream of affordable
homeownership a reality
for more than 60,000
families on the best
mortgage terms possible,“
states Bruce Marks.  As
good as the program
sounds, it is even better.
Homebuyers can reduce

their fixed interest rate to
almost zero percent,
purchase and renovate
property, buy a multi-
family, new construction
or existing. NACA is one of
the few bright lights in the
housing market.  By
seeing the examples
below of people who
thought owning a home
was the impossible dream
before NACA, one can
understand why I have
the best job in America."
These Houston homeown-
ers and hundreds more
have achieved the
American Dream of
homeownership thanks to
the NACA program.
NACA’s Achieve the Dream
Event, which takes place
March 21-24 at the
Greenspoint Mall. Please
contact NACA Media
Coordinator Tim Trumble
at 671-947-2632 or CEO
Bruce Marks at 617-835-
4477 for more information
and to arrange interviews.

NACA Mortgage Program,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

JOSEPH O. GOFFNEY  II
The following arrangements have been made for
Joseph O. Goffney II, the son of Superintendent Dr.
LaTonya M. Goffney.
Services are open for all to attend. However, the family
asks you to consider joining them for fellowship at the
Celebration of Life Wednesday afternoon.
Visitation
Tuesday, March 12, 2019
2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Collins & Johnson Funeral Home
612 Avenue E.
Conroe, TX 77301
Final Viewing and Funeral Services
Wednesday, March 13, 2019
10:00 a.m.: Final Viewing
11:00 a.m.: Funeral Services
God’s Restoration Revival Center Holiness Church
401 Hughes Rd.
Coldspring,TX 77331
Celebration of Life
Wednesday, March 13, 2019
1:30 p.m.
Jones Educational Complex
125 FM 1514
Coldspring, TX 77331
In lieu of flowers, donations in memory of Joseph O.
Goffney II may be made to the Coldspring-Oakhurst
Education Foundation, the Lufkin ISD Education
Foundation or the Aldine Education Foundation.
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L I F E S T Y L E

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 281-449-9945

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

ANDY
ELIZARDO
PLUMBING

Master Plumber
All types of

Plumbing Repairs
and Drain
Cleaning.

Discount for Seniors.
CALL for FREE

ESTIMATE
281-441-3390

17-4 TFN

PLUMBING

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392
PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

RENT/LEASE

HOUSE FOR
RENT. 3 beds, 1 1/2
bath, garage conver-
sion used for addi-
tional bedroom.
11202 Vailview Dr.
$1,050 mo.+ deposit.
Call 832-630-7087

             10-2

PUPPIES

BEAUTIFUL
Puppies. Half Ger-
man Shepherd,
Chow Husky mixed.
$250. 713-870-3093.

                10-2

Business
Directory

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

TREE SERVICES
FREE Estimates  • Over 20 years Exp.

Mr. Lopez TREE SERVICE
 *AFFORDABLE PRICES *

Removal, Cutting, Pruning,
Trimming, Topping,

Stump Grinding

J. Lopez 281-827-5978 Call or Text

10-
TFN

PLUMBING SERVICES

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print
Newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

REMOTE ELECTRIC
AC, Plumbing and Home Repairs

Free Estimates,
No Job Too Small

832-258-2909

HOME REPAIRS

LIC#31459Joseph Norsworthy

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

AUTO, HOME INSURANCE

Carlos Diaz
Agente
DIAZ INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto, Home, Commercial, Life
Call For A Quote Today

832-698-2916
Fax: 281-971-1702
cdiaz@farmersagent.com

Harris County Precinct 4’s
Mercer Botanic Gardens in-
vites the public to its annual
March Mart Plant Sale Fri-
day, March 15, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. and Saturday, March
16, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

This two-day plant sale
and fundraiser specializes in
rare and unusual plants, with
more than 40 plant specialists
on site to answer gardening-
related questions. Shoppers
can browse nearly 1,200 va-
rieties of plants, including 49
varieties of ungrafted roses,
tropical gingers, special selec-
tions of Mercer-grown plants,
heirloom vegetables, and Gulf
Coast natives. Featured
plants include the Purple
Ghost Japanese Maple, Belin-
da’s Dream shrub rose, Fuzzy
Bolivian Sage, and the Sun-
sation Magnolia.

Returning shoppers will
notice a wider selection of

Mercer Botanic Gardens
to have March Mart Plant Sale

plants this year, as Mercer
brings back plants lost during
the floods of 2016 and 2017.
Last year’s plant sale marked
the grand reopening of Mer-
cer after being closed for more
than six months due to exten-
sive damage from Hurricane
Harvey.

“Although work continues
on sections of Mercer, many
areas have fully recovered,”
said Commissioner R. Jack
Cagle. “Mercer staff and vol-
unteers now focus on provid-
ing the same high-quality
March Mart that visitors
know and love. I invite all
plant lovers who wish to bring
a unique flair to their land-
scape.”

Shoppers can explore sev-
eral acres of plants organized
in the following categories:
annuals and perennials, gin-
gers, natives, shade plants,

succulents, trees and shrubs,
and tropicals. Visitors can
purchase carnivorous plants,
ferns, and orchids from ven-
dors.

The event offers tax-free
shopping with no admission
charge. Shoppers are encour-
aged to bring their own wag-

ons to transport plants. Wag-
ons are available on a first
come, first served basis.

Mercer Botanic Gardens is
located one mile north of FM
1960 at 22306 Aldine West-
field Road in Humble, 77338.
For more information, contact
Mercer at 713-274-4160.

Community Outreach Programs
“Helping Others Help Themselves”

Immigration Education and Integration Program
Citizenship Classes - Parenting Education

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Text to: 832-906.4214
Phone: 281-799.9076

marianas@bondingagainstadversity.org
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A delegation of Aldine
Independent School Dis-
trict (AISD) leaders met
with key legislators, direc-
tors, and consultants in the
State Capitol this past
week to learn about legis-
lation affecting public ed-
ucation and to advocate for
priorities that are impor-
tant to AISD students, par-
ents and teachers.

Participants included
Aldine ISD Board Trustees
Steve Mead, Connie Espar-
za, Dr. Kimberley Booker,
Paul Shanklin, Rose Ava-
los, and Dr. Viola M.
García. Aldine ISD Super-
intendent of Schools
LaTonya M. Goffney and
Deputy Superintendent
Selina Chapa.

Assistant Assistant Su-
perintendent and General
Counsel M. Kaye DeWalt,
Superintendent of Finance

 C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S

Aldine ISD leaders visit with key
Legislators at State Capitol

The Aldine ISD advocates pose with Representative Armando Walle. As a
token of appreciation, AISD leaders provided the AISD alumnus with a
football helmet from his alma mater MacArthur HS.

Tamika Alford-Stephens,
Assistant Superintendent
of Community and Govern-
mental Relations Abel Gar-
za, Chief Communications
Officer Sheleah D. Reed;
Executive Director of As-
sessment, Accountability
and School Improvement
Dawn Ayers-Rodríguez,
and Director of Guidance,
Counseling and At-Risk
Students Charlotte J.
Davis also comprised the
group from AISD.

The group made sever-
al visits that also included
meeting with Representa-
tive Armando Walle, Sena-
tor John Whitemire,
Representative Jarvis
Johnson, Representative
Harold Dutton Jr., Senator
Carol Alvarado, Represen-
tative Valoree Swanson,
and Representative Dan
Huberty.

Discussion topics in-
cluded school funding,
mental health, special ed-
ucation, early education
and more. AISD represen-
tatives also used the occa-
sion to highlight the
District’s strengths, such
as its balanced budget, and
the progress that it is mak-
ing in multiple areas and
more.

“We shared information
about our District, which
helps our legislators make
better informed decisions,”
Dr. Goffney said. “We also
shed light on our story, the
wonderful kids that we
have, and how we are
working tto prepare them
for their future.

“The legislators were
impressed and wanted ad-
ditional information on
how we are implementing
changes in our District.”

The APU initiative con-
nects parents to District and
community resources. The
program also teaches par-
ents how to be involved in
their children’s education as
well as how to improve par-
ent-child communication.

 Now in its third year,
Active Parent University
introduces families to Aldi-
ne ISD programs and con-
nects them to community
partners. Active Parent
University is a community
collaborative led by the Dis-
trict’s Title 1 Department to
help parents become full
partners in their children’s
education. The objective is
to equip families with new
skills, knowledge, and re-
sources to increase their
children’s academic success.

Research has shown that
parents can increase a
child’s academic success
through their involvement
with schools and communi-
ties. Parental involvement
improves student morale,
attitudes, and academic
achievement across all sub-
ject areas.

Topic for next session on
Wednesday, March 20, 2019
is Bully-Proofing Your
Child. The Guest Speaker
will be Tyrone Tanner,
Ed.D., a professor of educa-
tion at Prairie View A&M

Houston police are inves-
tigating a fatal crash at 8100
North Freeway (North Inter-
state Highway 45) about 5:15
a.m. on March 4.

Accoring to Officials, the
victim was driving a gray Toy-
ota Corolla and entering the
freeway when he failed to

Driver dies in crash at I-45 North
maintain a single lane and
struck the guard rail barrels.
The driver lost control of the
vehicle and crossed two lanes
of freeway traffic at a high
rate of speed.  The Toyota was
then struck by a gray Honda
Accord.  The impact caused
the Toyota to spin and strike

the left concrete guardrail.
Paramedics arrived and

pronounced the driver of the
Toyota deceased at the scene,
his identity is pending verifi-
cation. The driver of the Hon-
da sustained minor injuries
and was transported to an
area hospital.

Business Partners,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“This is a special event
that I look forward to each
year,” Mr. Mead said. “We
believe it is important to
pause and personally let
you know how much your
support and partnership
means. This annual lun-
cheon is our simple way of
saying thanks.”

Mr. Mead, who grew up
in Aldine and graduated
from Aldine High School,
has run Component Sales
and Service in the middle
of Aldine for more than 50
years.

“As a business partner
myself, I know first hand
that running a business is
a time-consuming under-
taking and there are only
so many hours in a day that
we can use to get out of the
office and spend time men-
toring a student, volunteer-

ing at a campus or provid-
ing resources for a school
festival, book drive or some
other worthy activity that
promotes student achieve-
ment,” he said. “On behalf
of the entire Board of Trust-
ees, I want to thank you for
the time and energy you de-
vote to our schools and the
67,000 students we serve.”

Following Mr. Mead was
Orange Grove Elementary
School Principal Ana
Flores-Bolivar and Orange
Grove counselor Tarena
Berry.

They also spoke of the
importance of having busi-
ness partners work with
them and their students.

“The business communi-
ty partnership is described
as a mutually supportive
relationship between the
business and community
partners, along with the
school or the entire school

The next ‘Active Parent
University’ session is Mar. 20

University and founder of
Educational Concepts, LLC.
He has authored numerous
books and articles focused
on building community-
school partnerships; best
practices in parenting; and
effective teaching practices
that lead to the success of
all learners.

Parental involvement is
a crucial factor during the
school life of children, espe-
cially in primary and mid-
dle school grade levels.
Scientists found that paren-
tal involvement can affect
ch i ldren ’ s  academic
progress, behavior, lan-
guage abilities, social skills
and attitude toward life.

 Active Parent Universi-
ty Spring Classes are open
to all Aldine ISD parents, le-
gal guardians, grandpar-
ents raising a child between
the ages of 5 and 18. The
classes are also open to staff
members too.  All classes
will take place at Aldine ISD
M.B. “Sonny” Donaldson
Child Nutrition Center,
1802 Aldine Bender, Hous-
ton, TX 77032. All sessions
will offer a simultaneous
presentation in English and
Spanish (español).

If you have any ques-
t ions ,  p lease  contact
LaTashia L. Abrams at
(281) 985-6418 or email
atllabrams@aldineisd.org.

district,” Flores-Bolivar
said.

Berry said do more than
simply donate their time
and resources, they play a
vital role in the education
of Aldine ISD’s students.

“Community engage-
ment increases when part-
ners are involved in helping
to build campus vision, its
mission and plans,” Berry
said. “Partners impact stu-
dent achievement and aca-
demics by filling in gaps in
instructional and adminis-
trative support areas.

Dr. Goffney closed the
luncheon by also thanking
Aldine’s business partners
and asked for their contin-
ued support.

Dr. Goffney said Aldine’s
business partners have
made a positive impact on
the district’s students.

“That what it’s all about,
giving to our children,” she
said. “You keep coming
back, and we thank you for
doing so.”

Civic Saturdays meeting,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Judge Lina H. conferes with Rep.
Armando Walle and Marina Sugg.

Congresswoman Sheila J. Lee
addresses the audience.

-- a large gathering or-
ganized around a specific
theme, giving people a
chance to share new ideas
for improving their com-
munities and to hear from
others.

-- smaller working
groups for people who
havee devoted time to spe-
cific issues, to focus on how
to best realize community-
driven ideas through coun-
ty government.

-- classroom style les-

sons on the workings of
county government.

The Civic Saturday top-
ics in Aldine were Econom-
ic Opportunity & Housing.
The breakout session for
Economic Opportunity fo-
cused on Entrepreneur-
ship and Small Business,
and Workforce Jobs and
Education. The breakout
session for Housing fo-
cused on Homeowner con-
cerns, and Tenant
concerns. Teams outlined

their topic and solutions on
white display pads, and at
the end of the morning re-
ported to the whole group.

Judge Hidalgo closed
the session with talk that
Harris County is working
on a Housing Plan, which
would reflect the ideas pre-
sented. She said “This is
the beginning of an on-go-
ing conversation.”Lunch
and a follow-up review
with county and civic lead-
ers ended the event.
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