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Sheriff’s
Safety
Forum
Join HCSO Patrol Deputies to
talk community concerns in
your area, Wednesday, April
24, 2019, 7 pm - 8”30 pm at
East Aldine Management
District, 5333 Aldine Mail Rt.
77039.

Auxiliary Job
Fair
Saturday, April 27, 2019,
9:00 a.m. at M.B. Donaldson
Child Nutrition Center.
Hosted by Aldine ISD. On site
interviews, no registartion
required. Submit an employ-
ment application in advance
at AldineISD.org

Free CPR
training
One day only, free training.
Compression only CPR with
AED, Saturday, April 27, 9 am
- noon, 2800 Aldine Bender
Rd., Houston, TX 77032. See
ad, page 8 for more details.

Stop the
Bleed
Save a life. FREE Bleeding
Control course in conjuc-
tion with Hands-Only CPR.
Saturday, April 27, 9 am -
12 pm. at Harris County
Emergency Corps, 2800
Aldine Bender Rd., 77032

Greens Bayou
Clean-up Apr.
27-Volunteers
needed
The East Aldine District,
along with the Greens
Bayou Coalition, will
hold a Community
Clean-up on Saturday,
April 27 starting from
9:00 am to 12 pm at
Kennedy Greens Busi-
ness Park, 4343
Kennedy Commerce Dr.,
77032. To volunteer
please register at
www.GreensBayou.org/
events.

FEATURED IN THIS
ISSUE:
• Purchasing Power
• Free CPR Training
• Greens Bayou
Clean Up

SEE PAGE 8 FOR
ALL THESE STORIES
IN COLOR

Your neighborhood groomer
at an affordable price!

Furrytails Dog Grooming
407 NOONDAY LANE, HOUSTON TX 77060

281-445-9780
www.furrytdg.com

Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sat 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

Services Available: • Flea & Tick Dips • Full Bath &
Blow Dry • Nail Trims • Hair Style per Your

Instructions • Teeth Brushing • Dog Accessories •

Aldine Bender

Aldine Mail

Noonday

Lillja

➢

Project Recovery-Harvey
starts in Harris County

NORTHEAST HARRIS
COUNTY –The new lead-
ership of Harris County
turned out in force to an-
nounce Harris County
Project Recovery- Harvey
Program at the Harris
County Barrett Communi-
ty Center last Saturday.

Lina Hidalgo, Harris
County Judge, Adrian
Garcia, Precinct 2 Com-
m i s s i o n e r ,  D a p h n e
Lemelle, Harris County
Community Services Di-
rector and a host of county
community workers from
varied  agencies  were
present to share their ex-
pertise enabling residents
to get help for their hous-
es, the services they need
to recover from Hurricane
Harvey.

Harris County Project

Recovery-Harvey is for ho-
meowners outside Houston
to apply for home repair,
reconstruction or reim-
bursement.

The new Harris County
Judge Lina Hidalgo indi-
cated that the county is

giving out about $200 Mil-
lion in this program, “Har-
vey was an especially
difficult disaster because it
got to the core of people’s
lives because it reached
into their homes, in their
housing. People’s homes

JUDGE LINA HIDALGO announces the start of
the Recovery program, as Malcolm Barrett and
Adrian Garcia look on.

are anchors for them and
their families. When peo-
ple lost their homes and
were forced to leave and
live somewhere else, they
were still forced to watch
and wait until they could
rebuild and return. That
destroys and disrupts the
rest of their lives and the
fabric of our community.”

“For the first time we
are making a massive in-
v e s t m e n t  i n  h o u s i n g
around Harvey,”  said
Hidalgo, indicating that
the program was to be the
largest investment a re-
gion has made in the area
of housing repair.

“It helps us build a
stronger community and a
more resilient community
in all of Harris County.”
the Judge concluded.

Precinct 2 Commission-
er Adrian Garcia asked
folks to get in touch with
their representatives, “I

will ask you to do one
thing. Whenever you get
hold of your members of
Congress or representa-
tives, any one of them, let
them know it is unconscio-
nable that in an area like
Harris County, where we
know Mother Nature so
well, she visits us on a reg-
ular basis,  we are no
strangers to flooding. But,
we don’t have to reinvent
the wheel over and over,
since the government
ought to have a good plan
in place.”

He encouraged those
needing help with housing
to get in touch with  www.
harrisrecovery.org and fill
out the application as soon
as possible.

“Know that we share
your frustration and that
we would rather have to
get things done sooner
rather than later.” said
Garcia.

After County Attorney
Ryan Files Lawsuit

A north Houston game
room where an employee
was robbed, beaten, and
kidnapped in February has
closed after Harris Coun-
ty Attorney Vince Ryan
filed a lawsuit to close it.

The game room located
at 2118 Maurine Street
was the site of an aggra-
vated robbery of the park-

Earth day network’s 2019 cleanup spans
thousands of locations during April

grassroots organiza-
tions leading up to
Earth Day on April 22
and taking place
throughout the remain-
der of the month of
April.

 Volunteers across the
U.S. are coming togeth-
er with grassroots orga-
nizations for Earth Day
2019 to clean up over
3,000 green spaces, ur-
ban landscapes, and wa-
terways. Plastic
pollution and waste
challenge every commu-
nity, every day, and
these cleanups offer a
chance to make a real

difference.
Cleanups are planned

in over 80 cities and
towns, including Chica-
go, Dallas, Denver, Ho-
nolulu, Los Angeles,
Miami, New York, Rich-
mond, San Diego, San
Francisco, Seattle and
Washington, D.C. More
cities and sites are being
added every day.

In Aldine, the commu-
nity and volunteers in
conjunction with Greens
Bayou Coalition are
coming together to do a
cleanup on Saturday,
April 27, 2019 on
Kennedy Greens Busi-
ness Park located at
4343 Kennedy Com-
merce Dr., 77032 from 9
am to 12 pm. They rec-
ommend to bring your
own sunscreen, hat,
gloves, bug spray and to
wear work clothes for
those who would like to

See Earth Day, Page 8

Illegal game
room closed

ing lot attendant who lived
and worked on the proper-
ty. On February 4th, the
attendant was attacked by
three men with guns who
blindfolded, kidnapped,
beat and robbed him. He
escaped his captors by
jumping out of a moving

Illegal game room was operating in a residential
neighborhood on Maurine St.

See Illegal Game Room,
Page 7

Commercial Printing
We specialize in

4 Color Brochures,
Magazines, Sale Flyers

We print newspapers, too.
Call for a Quote

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555

A division of Northeast News

¡Ya esta
aquí,
el mejor
premio
para su
buen
gusto!
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Pan Riko
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Pan Riko

Wednesday
4 Bolillos for $1281-442-1991

5216 Aldine Mail Rte.

Steve & Hayden

Over 3,000 cleanups
in communities
across the U.S. for
Earth Day 2019

April 16, 2019 (Wash-
ington D.C.) – Earth
Day Network is imple-
menting a nationally co-
o r d i n a t e d
environmental volun-
teer cleanup to mark
Earth Day 2019, in col-
laboration with part-
ners across the U.S.,
including National
CleanUp Day and Keep
America Beautiful. All
over the country people
are encouraged to get
up, get out, and help
clean their communities
to celebrate Earth Day.

 People have a right to
expect a clean environ-
ment and can exercise
that right by helping to
clean their own commu-
nities with over 3,000
cleanups of green spac-
es, urban landscapes
and waterways with

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks ***Sorry No Passes             CLOSED CAPTION

**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6pm. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 • Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 pm

General Admission $7.50 • 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted  BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 • Theater 281-874-1141 • www.pccmovies.com

* THE CURSE OF LA LLORONA (R)
12:10pm, 2:35pm, 5:10pm, 7:35pm,
10:00pm
* THE CURSE OF LA LLORONA (R)
SPAN DUB 12:00pm, 2:25pm, 5:00pm,
7:45pm, 10:00pm
* BREAKTHROUGH (PG)
12:00pm, 3:00pm, 6:00pm, 9:00pm
* BREAKTHROUGH (PG) SPAN DUB
7:30pm, 10:10pm
* PENGUINS (G)
12:35pm, 3:00pm, 5:00pm, 7:00pm,
9:00pm
* AFTER (PG-13)
12:00pm, 2:30pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm,
10:00pm
* HELLBOY (R)
1:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 10:00pm
* LITTLE (PG-13)
12:00pm, 2:30pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm,
10:00pm

* MISSING LINK (PG)
12:30pm, 5:00pm
* MISSING LINK 3D (PG) 2:45pm
PET SEMATARY (R) 12:20pm, 2:40pm,
5:00pm, 7:20pm, 9:40pm
SHAZAM! (PG-13) 12:15pm, 6:15pm
SHAZAM! (PG-13) SPAN DUB 12:15pm,
6:15pm
* SHAZAM! 3D (PG-13) 3:15pm, 9:15pm
* SHAZAM! 3D (PG-13) SPAN DUB
3:15pm, 9:15pm
DUMBO (PG)
12:00pm, 6:00pm
DUMBO (PG) SPAN DUB
12:00pm, 5:10pm, 10:20pm
* DUMBO 3D (PG)
3:00pm, 9:00pm
* DUMBO 3D (PG) SPAN DUB
2:35pm, 7:45pm
US (R)
12:15pm, 3:00pm, 5:45pm, 8:40pm
NO MANCHES FRIDA 2 (R) 12:00pm,
2:30pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm, 10:00pm

FRIDAY–WEDNESDAY 4/19-4/24

Opens THURSDAY,  April 25
* AVENGERS:END GAME (PG13)
   2D-6:00  8:00  9::45  3D-6:30  8:30

MOVIES have Stadium Seating &
Closed Caption & Audio Description

Art Car Parade...

THE SASHIMI CAR, with its singing and
animated lobsters, is a crowd favorite every
year.  MORE on Page 3.

$200 Million available
for Home Repair after
Hurricane damage
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Citizenship
Classes
•THURSDAY,  APRIL 25
TO JUNE 20, 2019

LONE STAR
COLLEGE GREENSPOINT
CENTER
5:30 PM – 7:30 PM
250 N. SAM HOUSTON
PARKWAY EAST
(EVERY  THURSDAY)
HOUSTON, TX.  77060
•FRIDAY,  APRIL 26 TO
JUNE 28, 2019
ST. BARTHOLOMEW THE
APOSTLE CATHOLIC
6:00 PM – 7:30 PM
CHURCH
(EVERY FRIDAY)
5356 11TH STREET
 KATY, TX.  77493
•SATURDAY,  MAY 11  TO
JULY 6, 2019
ST. CHARLES BORROMEO
CATHOLIC CHURCH
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
501 TIDWELL ROAD
(EVERY  SATURDAY)
HOUSTON, TX.  77022
•SATURDAY,   MAY 11
TO  JULY 6, 2019

EAST ALDINE
DISTRICT
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
5333 ALDINE MAIL
ROUTE ROAD
(EVERY  SATURDAY)
HOUSTON, TX.   77039
•SATURDAY,   MAY 11
TO  JULY 6, 2019

ST. LEO THE
GREAT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
2131 LAUDER ROAD
(EVERY  SATURDAY )
HOUSTON, TX.  77039

To register, please TEXT
Bonding Against Adversi-
ty at 832-906-4214.
www.bondingagainstadveristy.org

Green Forest
Civic Club
Meeting
The next meeting will be
Tuesday, April 30, 2019 at
6:30 p.m., East Aldine
District, 5333 Aldine Mail
Rte. (next to Jed's Hard-
ware). Guest speaker will
be Selina Valdez, Constitu-
ent Services Liaison for
Harris County Pct 2
Commissioner Adrian
Garcia.  Come meet our
new officers. Meetings are
open to the public. For
more information, please
contact Marina Flores
Sugg at 281-684-9751.

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

Aldine ISD has planned
a series of community
meetings to celebrate stu-
dent success and highlight
campus initiatives and
programs. Superintendent
Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney
will also share an overview
of district priorities, dis-
cuss plans for the 2019-20
school year and take ques-
tions from parents and
community members in at-
tendance.

The meetings will be
held at six of the district’s
high school campuses be-
ginning April 23 at Mac-
Arthur High School. The
last meeting is planned for
May 16 at Eisenhower
High School.

Parents with students
who attend elementary
and middle schools that
feed into the respective
high schools are encour-
aged to attend. However,
families may also attend
any meeting that is most
convenient to them.

Aldine ISD to host
Community Meetings in
April, May

Each meeting will begin
at 6:00 p.m. Refreshments
and child care will be avail-
able.

The dates and locations
of the six meetings are:

• Tuesday, April 23 —
MacArthur HS, 4400 Aldi-
ne Mail Rte., Houston, TX
77039

• Thursday, April 25 —
Nimitz HS, 2005 W.W.
Thorne Dr., Houston, TX
77073

• Tuesday, April 30 —
Davis HS, 12525 Ella
Blvd., Houston, TX 77067

• Thursday, May 2 —
Aldine HS,  11101 Airline
Dr., Houston, TX 77037

• Tuesday, May 7 —
Carver HS,  2100 S. Victo-
ry St., Houston, TX 77088

• Thursday, May 16 —
Eisenhower HS, 7922 An-
toine Dr., Houston, TX
77088

For more information,
contact the district’s Com-
munications Office at (281)
985-6202.

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

Business
Directory

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers
Repair or Replace. We also repair

broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378
36-tfn

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

TREE SERVICE

08-tfn

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING SERVICES

Eight teams from three
Aldine ISD high schools
have been selected to par-
ticipate in METRO’s bus
shelter design project.

Six teams from Blanson
CTE High School and one
team each from Eisenhow-
er High School and Nimitz
High School are taking
part in the project.

The eight teams will
present their bus shelter
designs at METRO on
April 23 at METRO head-
quarters. The overall win-
ner will be announced by
METRO President and
CEO Tom Lambert on May
4 at the district’s Day of
Design event, which will be
held at the M.O. Campbell
Educational Center.

Aldine ISD was the only
school district in Houston
to participate in this
project. The eight teams
researched and designed
potential bus shelters. The
teams used 3-D printers to
present their designs. In
addition, the teams had to
submit a one to two-page
analysis and description of
their projects, provide a
half-page description of
what materials would be
needed to construct the
shelter and the teams had
to provide a budget of how
much the materials and
labor would cost to build
their respective shelters.

Additionally, the teams
had to provide information
on the aesthetics of their
projects, such as how their
shelters would protect pas-
sengers from the elements,
while still being appealing
to the eye.

Fifty teams competed at
the district level before the
eight were chosen to par-
ticipate in the project.

The eight teams com-
peting are:

Blanson Team 1 – Mar-
io Trevizo, Luis Cruz,
Daniel Jimenez, Hector
Gonzales, and Jonathan
Hartfield (teacher Laura
Alberici Da Barbiano)

Blanson Team 2 – Alex-

Aldine ISD students take part
METRO bus shelter design project

Pictured are the six teams from Blanson CTE High School that participated
in METRO’s bus shelter design project. Pictured with the students are
Blanson administrators and teachers who sponsored the respective teams.

Pictured is the Nimitz High team that participated in
METRO’s bus shelter design project. Pictured are (l-r):
Adaina Houston, Steven Sisavath, Abigail Tack, Isabel
Rivas and Jonathan Reyes. Their sponsor is teacher
Daniel Krall.

Pictured is the Eisenhower High team that participated
in METRO’s bus shelter design project. Pictured are (l-
r): Sergio Garcia, Eliezar Guillen, sponsor Remelia
Arpino and Hector Baltaza.

ander Guel, Jaylen Marek,
Antonio Gutierrez, and
Jonah Williams (teacher
Laura Alberici Da Barbi-
ano)

Blanson Team 3 – Vio-
leta Alvarado, Abigail Riv-
era, Jaqueline Lara,
Roberto Esquivel and
Edgar Vazquez (teacher
Laura Alberici Da Barbi-
ano)

Blanson Team 4 – Jose
Villafuerte, Briseida Rojo,
and Botello Gerardo
(teacher Laura Alberici Da
Barbiano)

Blanson Team 5 –
Danny Champassack,
Joshua Garcia, Alexis Cruz
and Connor Carpenter

(teacher Laura Alberici Da
Barbiano)

Blanson Team 6 – Dylan
Hastings, Rojelio Rodrigu-
ez, Genesis Gonzales and
Jose Castro (teacher Kim-
berly Kiser)

Eisenhower team – Ser-
gio Garcia, Eliezar Guillen
and Hector Baltaza (teach-
er Remelia Arpino)

Nimitz team – Steven
Sisavath, Adaina Houston,
Jonathan Reyes, Isabel Ri-
vas and Abigail Tack
(teacher Daniel Krall)

Brad Kaplan, a digital
learning specialist with
the district, helped orga-
nize the project between
METRO and Aldine ISD.

www.NENewsroom.com See  North America
Award, page 6

Aldine ISD is honored to
be a part of the initiative
with the City of Houston
and Microsoft that won
IDC’s Smart Cities North
America challenge.

After receiving more
than 4,100 votes from the
public and scoring by an in-
ternational panel of judges,
IDC Government Insights
recently announced the
winners of the second an-
nual IDC Smart Cities
North America Awards
(SCNAA).

The awards recognize
the progress North Ameri-
can communities have
made in executing Smart
Cities projects, as well as
provide a forum for sharing
best practices to help accel-
erate Smart City develop-
ment in the region.
Winners were named in 12
categories with a tie in both
Transportation Infrastruc-
ture and Urban Planning
and Land Use.

The City of Houston, a fi-
nalist in two categories
(Smart Building and
Transportation), won the
Smart Buildings Award.

Aldine ISD’s Role
Aldine ISD is taking

part in the Smart Buildings
initiative. AISD was the
only district selected by Mi-
crosoft to take part in es-
tablishing an advanced,
unified communication
platform to improve school
safety. The new technology
will ensure first responders
like the Aldine ISD Police
Department, Aldine fire
stations, Houston police,

Houston wins
Smart Cities North
America Award

and fire departments and
other entities as well as
neighboring school districts
will be better informed of
the types and the severity
of the emergencies.

Microsoft selected Aldi-
ne ISD because it already
had the infrastructure in
place to incorporate the
software company’s intelli-
gence capabilities to take
connected devices and ap-
plications a step further in
the world of IoT (Internet
of Things). AISD has been
ahead of campus security
and smart building models
for several years now. The
District allocated funds —
local and federal — toward
technology infrastructure
that includes upgrades and
secure building access.
Some of the funds for tech-
nology infrastructure were
approved by voters in past
bond referendums.

“Student and staff safe-
ty is a top priority. The part-
nership with the City of
Houston and Microsoft will
take our efforts to the next
level,” said Superintendent
of Schools Dr. LaTonya M.
Goffney.

More than 70 cities/
counties were represented,
underscoring the over-
whelming success and effi-
ciency of Smart City
projects implemented
across the country. Winners
will be honored at the
Smart Cities New York con-
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Art car parade
Last weekend took place the world's oldest and larg-

est Art Car Parade in downtown Houston. For the 32nd
year ina row, more than 250 rolling works of art turn
concrete into a colorful canvas to celebrate the artist in
everyone. Community groups, public and private schools,
and professional organizations have become regular
participants. And as the parade grows, attracting more
and more participants, the complexity and quality of the
entries increases.

Robot

Moon rover

Dragon

The Aldine High Mus-
tangs went on quite a run
in the Class 6A soccer play-
offs.

Melbin Barahona’s
team entered the playoffs
as the fourth seed out of
District 16-6A, but went all
the way to the Region II
Finals before falling to Col-
lege Park, 2-1, one game
short of the Class 6A state
tournament.

The Mustangs opened
the playoffs by upsetting
traditional area soccer
power The Woodlands 1-0,
then battled Cy-Lakes to a
0-0 draw and advanced to
the third round with a 5-4
shootout victory. Aldine
then defeated Langham
Creek 2-1 to advance to the
Region II Tournament,
where they defeated Gar-
land Sachse 3-0 to advance
to the finals against Col-
lege Park.

You will have to excuse
Cesar Cordova if he isn’t
around for the next couple
of weeks because he will be
in Italy representing Aldi-
ne ISD and the United
States as a member of the
Under 15 Boys’ National
Team competing in the
Torneo delle Nazioni in
Gradisca, Italy.

Cesar is one of only 15
Under-15 players selected
to the National Team, but
this isn’t his first time to
play overseas.

Last spring, he was a
member of the Under-13
Boys’ National Team that
played in France and
Spain and brought home
the championship cup.

When he’s not playing
on the national team, Ce-
sar plays for the Houston
Dynamo Youth team. The
likeable 14-year-old Ham-
brick Middle School
eighth-grader is the son of
Roberto and Dinora Cordo-
va. Dinora is a fourth-
grade bilingual teacher at
Stephens Elementary
School.

She said she and her
husband are quite proud of
their talented son.

“This is such a wonder-
ful opportunity to travel to
Italy and getting the
chance to wear the U.S. jer-
sey is a great honor,” Dino-
ra said.

Cesar said he is looking

Hambrick Middle
School students are excel-
ling in the classroom as
well as on the court and
field.  Two 8th grade stu-
dents have the opportuni-
ty to travel and compete in
athletic competitions this
month.  Natalie Gammage
participateD in the 2019
Mizuno Lone Star Classic
Junior Qualifier in Dallas
from April 13-15.  Gam-
mage is a member of the
Asics Willowbrook Juniors
Volleyball Club and com-
petes with the team local-
ly and nationally
throughout the year.  Na-
talie plays Volleyball at
Hambrick Middle School,
but works to improve and
perfect her game with the
Willowbrook club outside
of school throughout the
year.

Cesar Cordova will trav-
el to Italy to represent the
U15 Boys National Soccer
Team at the Torneo delle

Aldine Mustangs had quite a
run in soccer playoffs

The Aldine High Mustangs went on quite a run in the Class 6A state soccer playoffs, winning four
games and reaching the Region II Finals before losing a hard-fought 2-1 decision to College Park.

Barahona said the win
over The Woodlands gave
his team the confidence it
needed to take on all com-
ers.

“First was the hard
work my kids put into it,”
he said, when asked what
sparked the deep playoff
run. “After they started to
believe and became in-
spired, we were hungry for
more and we knew any-
thing was possible. We be-
came a more consistent
team in the playoffs and
made fewer mistakes.”

He also said the support
the team received from
their fans was a big factor
in their playoff run.

“Aldine fans also had a
lot to do with our success,”
Barahona said. “The school
started to believe that we
had something special in
our team. Their support
got bigger and bigger.”

Barahona said another
key to their success in the
playoffs was the tightness
the team developed dur-
ing the playoffs.

“The strength was the
unity they (the team) end-
ed up forming through ev-
ery game played,” he said.
“I saw more of a family
than a team. They encour-
aged each other if a mis-
take was made.”

Barahona knew he had
a special group of young
men with every playoff
game the Mustangs won.

“Their confidence grew
enormously after each
game because they knew
they could handle any
team,” he said. “They were
not afraid anymore. Their
confidence was at the
highest peak possible be-
fore a game. They realized
they had nothing to lose.”

Top performers in the
playoffs were defender
Raymond Chairez, who
had a 95% rating of win-
ning tackles. Top offensive
performers were Rogelio
Garcia, Gerson Zelaya and
Kelvin Vasquez.

And the future is bright
for the Mustangs because
this is a young team that
gained a lot of confidence
in the playoffs that should
carry over to next season.

Aldine will lose two se-
niors and return nine
starters heading into the
2020 season. Of those nine
returning starters, only
one will be a junior.

The future is indeed
bright for Aldine soccer,
and future teams can
thank the 2019 squad for
setting the tone for bigger
and better things to come!

Hambrick Middle School eighth-grader Cesar
Cordova gets by a defender in a recent game for
the Houston Dynamo Youth. Cesar has been
selected to play for the U-15 United States Boys’
National Team in the Torneo delle Nazioni
Tournament in Gradisca, Italy April 23-May 5.

Hambrick’s Cesar Cordova to represent
Aldine ISD, USA at international soccer tourney

forward to the trip and
playing with some of the
best Under-15 players in
the country.

“I was happy I made the
team and I’m very excited
about the tournament,” he
said.

Cesar said scouts from
U.S. Soccer Federation
scout games across the
country and recommend
that the top players are
invited to camps where

they have the chance to
earn a spot on the U.S.
roster. That’s just how it
played out for Cesar.

Cesar is considered an
excellent dribbler who is
adept at creating plays.
He has uncanny acceler-
ation skills, which serve
him well as a mid-fielder,
which is an important of-
fensive.

Cesar’s favorite player
is Mesi and he is looking

forward to competing
against teams from Eu-
rope.

“I am looking forward to
seeing how we will com-
pete against other top
teams. This should be fun,”
he said.

Dinora knows her son’s
first love is soccer, but she
has made it a priority that
his schoolwork comes first.

“Education comes first,”
said Dinora, a 1993 gradu-
ate of MacArthur High
School. “I really appreciate
the support the teachers
and staff at Hambrick Mid-
dle School have given Ce-
sar this past year. They
have nurtured him and
given so much time to en-
sure that Cesar is success-
ful at school as well as
allowing him to continue
striving to pursue his pas-
sion for soccer. Our family
can’t thank them enough
for all the time they have
given him and allowing
him to follow his dream.”

Dinora said Cesar loves
soccer and loves to com-
pete, but he does not let the
sport consume him.

“He leaves everything
on the field,” the proud
mother said. “Win or lose
he leaves it on the field. He
gives it his all and doesn’t
take it too personally.”

Here’s wishing Cesar
Cordova and his U.S. team-
mates good luck in Italy!

Student athletes excel
beyond the walls of
Hambrick Middle School

Eighth grade students Natalie Gammage, left,
and Cesar Cordova, right, will travel to compete
in state and international athletic tournaments
this month.

Nazioni. Cesar is one of
only 15 boys who were se-
lected from across the
country to represent the
United States.  The tourna-
ment will take place in
Gradisca, Italy from April
27 to May 4.  Cesar’s moth-
er, Dinora Cordova, shared
her appreciation to the
staff at Hambrick for the
adjustments they’ve made
in order for him to travel
abroad.  She said, “I really
appreciate the support
that teachers and staff
have given Cesar this past
year.  You have all nur-
tured and given so much
time to ensure that Cesar
is as successful at school
through his academics as
well as allowing him to
continue striving to pursue
his passion for soccer.”

Great things are hap-
pening at the ‘Brick’ and
beyond its walls for our
students.  We couldn’t be
more proud!

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield
www.facebook.com/

NENewsroom
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SENATE NEWS
By Richard Lee

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick and House Speak-
er Dennis Bonnen on April
10 released a joint state-
ment promoting a twofold
method for the 86th Texas
Legislature to curb proper-
ty tax increases across the
state.

“Texans are fed up with
skyrocketing property tax-
es. At the beginning of the
legislative session, the gov-
ernor, lieutenant governor
and speaker laid out an
agenda for property tax
relief through the passage
of Senate Bill 2 and House
Bill 2 to limit property tax
growth,” the state's top of-
ficeholders said.

SB 2 and HB 2, the not-
yet-approved property tax
reform bills, would reduce
the revenue growth incre-
ment used for determina-
tion of the rollback tax rate
from 8.0 percent to 2.5 per-
cent for taxing units other
than small taxing units
unless the voters in a small
taxing unit election decide
to opt-in to the proposed
new voter-approved tax
rate procedure. The goal of
both pieces of legislation is
to reduce tax revenues for
local taxing units and in-
crease costs to the state
through revised formulas
for education funding.

Abbott, Patrick and
Bonnen also pushed law-
makers to pass legislation
that would allow Texans to
vote to offset local proper-
ty tax revenue by increas-
ing local sales taxes by a
penny.

“We are introducing a
sales tax proposal to buy
down property tax rates for
all Texas homeowners and
businesses, once Senate
Bill 2 or House Bill 2 is
agreed to and passed by
both chambers,” they said
in the joint statement. “If
the one-cent increase in
the sales tax passes, it will
result in billions of dollars
in revenue to help drive
down property taxes in the
short and long term.”

Senate and House mem-
bers of both political par-
ties have expressed
reluctance to cede local
control in their districts to
tax revenue-generating
proposals coming from
Austin. Another dimension
is that a club-like Senate
tradition requires at least

Top officeholders join together
in push for funding solution

three-fifths, or 19, of the
body's 31 members to
agree to bring a measure
to the floor for debate.

Patrick, who presides
over the Senate, reported-
ly last week was entertain-
ing the possibility of
breaking with precedent
by allowing the tax reform
proposal to come to the
floor with only 16 votes.
There could be enough
agreement among the
body's Republican mem-
bers to fall in line with
Patrick’s wishes.

As the possibility of
property tax caps and a
sales tax tradeoff simmers
in the Senate, passage is
harder to predict in the
majority-Republican but
not-so-collegial House. Dif-
ferences in the House and
Senate versions of the tax
reform bill would have to
be reconciled in a confer-
ence committee before re-
turning to the full bodies
for final approval.

Budget bill to
conference

Lawmakers’ constitu-
tionally mandated job is to
pass a state budget. As al-
ways, it’s a messy process
to do that.

House Bill 1, the state
budget bill for fiscal years
2020 and 2021, was re-
ferred to a House-Senate
conference committee on
April 11 after the House
refused to concur with Sen-
ate amendments to the
bill.

Speaker Bonnen named

as conferees House Appro-
priations Committee Chair
John Zerwas, R-Richmond,
and Reps. Greg Bonnen, R-
Friendswood; Sarah Davis,
R-West University Place;
Oscar Longoria, D-Mis-
sion; and Armando Walle,
D-Houston.

Senate conferees likely
will be named by Lt. Gov.
Patrick this week.

Sales tax holiday
is set

Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on April 11
reminded Texans they may
purchase certain items
tax-free during the state’s
sales tax holiday for emer-
gency preparation sup-
plies. The sales tax holiday
is scheduled for April 27-
29.

“While we can’t know in
advance when the next
flood, tornado or hurricane
may strike, we can make
sure our families, homes
and businesses have the
supplies they need to face
these and other emergen-
cies,” Hegar said.

Items covered by the tax
holiday include, for exam-
ple:

- Household batteries,
fuel containers and flash-
lights priced at less than
$75;

- Hurricane shutters
and emergency ladders
priced at less than $300;
and

- Portable generators
priced at less than $3,000.

Tax revenue is distrib-
uted

Comptroller Hegar on
April 10 announced his
agency would send cities,
counties, transit systems
and special purpose taxing
districts $705.3 million in
local sales tax allocations
for April.

The amount is 8.4 per-
cent more than distribut-
ed for the month of April
2018. The allocations are
based on sales made in
February by businesses
that report tax monthly.

Property Tax growth
limit passes Senate

(Austin)  The Senate
approved a measure
Monday aimed at reining
in property tax rate
growth, one that Lt.
Governor Dan Patrick
called "the biggest tax
relief and reform bill
we've ever passed".
Under current law,
jurisdictions can increase
property tax rates as
much as eight percent
before taxpayers can
petition for an election to
approve or deny the rate
hike.  This "rollback"
rate, implemented in the
face of significant infla-
tion in the late 1970s, is
much too high and prices
people out of their homes
due to skyrocketing tax
bills, according to Hous-
ton Senator Paul Betten-
court.  "Taxpayers can't
take it any more," he said.
"It's a growth curve that's
by any measure two or
three times faster than
their ability to pay."  His
bill would move that
rollback rate to 3.5
percent for most taxing
entities and 2.5 percent
for property taxes levied
by local school districts.
Additionally, rollback
elections would be
triggered automatically
when rate increases
exceed these limits and
would be placed on the
November ballot.

The bill also includes a
number of reforms
intended to increase
transparency and give
property owners more
information about who is
taxing them and for how
much, and how those
rates have changed over
time.   It also makes
changes to the appraisal
protest process, intended
to level the playing field
between appraisal review
boards and property
owners.  Additionally,
small taxing entities with
less than $15 million in
annual collections would
remain at the eight
percent rollback rate
initially, but taxpayers in
those jurisdictions would
get a chance to vote to opt
in to the lower rollback
rates on the uniform
election date in May of
2020.  "With the attention
on many, many appraisal
reforms as well, I believe
that this is a balanced
package," said Betten-
court. "It looks at the
needs of  rural Texas, as
well as urban.  More
importantly, it looks at

the needs of taxpayers all
across the state."

This bill was a major
priority for state leader-
ship.  "We made a prom-
ise, the Governor, the
Speaker and I, when the
session started that we're
going to focus on property
tax reform [and] relief to
you,"  Patrick said in a
video statement released
upon passage of the
measure.  "[Monday], was
the first bill to pass as
part of that package."  It
now heads to the House
for consideration, and
Patrick said that with
new leadership in that
chamber, he believes the
bill has a good chance of
reaching the governor's
desk this session.

Also this week, the
Senate approved the
remaining two bills in a
four-bill package from
Conroe Senator Brandon
Creighton that would
prohibit certain municipal
regulations on private
businesses.  "These bills
protect the pro-business
climate, something often
referred to as the 'Texas
miracle'," he said when
offering the first of these
bills before the Senate
last week.  "Other states
struggle; Texas remains
number one in job cre-
ation and unemployment
is at a record low."
Creighton went on to say
that local ordinances
mandating employee
benefits and other
practices undermine the
predictability and free-
market principles that
have created this econom-
ic prosperity.

The bills passed last
week would prohibit local
ordinances mandating
paid sick leave for
employees of private
businesses and those that
set requirements for paid
time-off.  The bills passed
Wednesday would
disallow cities from
regulating scheduling
practices and overtime
pay policies, as well as
from passing ordinances
that prohibit employers
from inquiring about past
criminal history on
applications.  These
measures will now head to
the House for further
consideration.

The Senate will
reconvene Tuesday, April
23 at 11 a.m.

Governor Abbott:
Passage of Senate Bill 2

AUSTIN – April 15, 2019 – Governor Greg Abbott today
released the following statement after the Senate passed
Senate Bill 2 to reform property taxes:

“Today the Texas Senate took action to deliver on the
promise of reining in skyrocketing property taxes. Thanks to
the leadership of Lt. Governor Patrick and Senator Betten-
court, meaningful property tax reform is one step closer to
becoming a reality. I look forward to continuing to work with
Speaker Bonnen, Chairman Burrows and the entire
legislature to provide lasting property tax relief for all
Texans.”

GREEN
LIVING:
5 Ways to
Celebrate
Earth Month

(StatePoint) Are you
looking for ways to
celebrate Earth Month?
From enjoying nature to
making simple changes to
your routine that will
have a positive impact on
the environment, here are
five cool ideas for mark-
ing the occasion.

1. Reduce and reuse.
You may not realize how
much waste you create
each day when you use
disposable containers,
bags and plastic bottles.
While recycling is a great
thing to do, that process
itself takes a lot of energy
to support and, unfortu-
nately, not everything
makes it to the recycling
center. A better way to
reduce your waste is by
ditching single-use items
and opting for more eco-
friendly, reusable
alternatives.

2. Make smart swaps.
Disposing of hazardous
items such as batteries
and bulbs can be tricky.
Take a walk through your
home and swap out items
containing hazardous
materials, such as bulbs
with mercury, to re-
chargeable or hybrid
alternatives. For exam-
ple, Casio’s LampFree
projectors have a hybrid
Laser and LED light
source which removes the
need for hazardous bulbs.

3. Skip “fast fashion.”
Many of your favorite
stores likely sell what is
known as “fast fashion.”
The fast fashion concept
is what brings brand new
apparel to consumers on a
consistent basis, but
unfortunately, the mass
production of these
cheaply made garments
takes a toll on the
environment. You can
secure fashionable finds
in an eco-friendly way by
taking a look at apps and
websites that sell second-
hand clothing or even by
visiting a consignment or
thrift shop for unique
finds. Declutter your own
closet and give your
clothing a second life by
making donations to
those in need.

4. Get outdoors.
Celebrate the beauty of
the planet by getting
outdoors. Whether you’re
going on a hike, kayak-
ing, or just taking a walk,
high-tech wearables can
help you make the most of
the adventure. For
example, Casio’s WSD-
F30 Pro Trek Smart
Outdoor Watch is durable
and water-resistant, and
includes apps that
support outdoor activi-
ties. Such technology can
help you track your
activity, navigate your
surroundings, and even
remind you when it’s time
to take a water break.

5. Get your veggies.
Pick one day each week to
eat a plant-based meal
and skip the meat. You’ll
be doing the planet a
whole lot of good, as the
production of meat and
animal-based products
requires far more water
and land use than the
production of plant-based
foods do. Consider also
being more mindful about
food waste in your own
household, buying only
what you need.
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SEMI-RETIRED
Handyman will do
carpentry,
painting, roof
repairs, mobile
homes, pressure
washing. Lifetime
Houstonian.
713-754-0923.
Don.          16-tfn
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Part Time Position available for

Newspaper ad sales person for the
Aldine and North Channel areas.
Set your own hours. Commission
basis means you can earn more.
Bilingual helpful. Car required.

Send resume to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a

local newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches
more readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are
$10.00 per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢
per word plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if
required. Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for
supporting our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

713-266-3444           email: nenewsroom@aol.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS:
SGT 2000 Motor
Freight Inc. Company
Earn Up To $.45 p/
mile. O/O Earn Up To
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E. Sign On Bo-
nus $5000*
Company – Owner
Operators
713-674-2076

               13-4

Classified Ads,
Call

713-266-3444

GARAGE SALE

BIG YARD SALE
April 3rd - April 7th,
Wed. - Sun. 2115
Chamberlain St. Of
Off Aldine Westfield.
Rain & Shine.

Community Outreach Programs
“Helping Others Help Themselves”

Immigration Education and Integration Program
Citizenship Classes - Parenting Education

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Text to: 832-906.4214
Phone: 281-799.9076

marianas@bondingagainstadversity.org

RECENT DEATHS

Virginia Ann Ramirez
Benito Cabrera Sanchez
Nadine McDonald
Romona Ann Anderson

www.NENewsroom.com

Take Pride in
our

Community
 Keep it Clean

ference.
Winners in the SCNAA

illustrate best practice ex-
amples of urban innovation
with a particular focus on
the use of technology
(cloud, platforms, analytics,
IoT, mobile solutions) and
data, unique partnerships,
funding models, and/or
community involvement.

Mayor Sylvester Turner
is working with Microsoft
in a progressive approach
that merges innovative
technology with existing
technologies to create a
unified communication
platform that links the City
of Houston first-responder
communication network.
The goal is to develop infra-
structure practices into a
cutting-edge solution for
urban crisis management.

North America
Award
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

At the heart of the solu-
tion is the implementation
of a smart infrastructure
network that it allows first
responders the ability to
identify and address
threats to the community
more quickly by leveraging
disparate pieces of data
(e.g. building design and
layout, key contacts) col-
lected across multiple sys-
tems throughout the city.

“The partnership with
Microsoft to drive the city
forward with technology in-
novations will address key
priorities,” said Turner. “We
are leaping into the future.
My goal is for Houston to
become the next hotbed in
our nation for innovation
and technology and the dig-
ital universe.”

Check us out on
the web

www.nenewsroom.com

Lola A. Flores
Margaret Elizabeth Evans
James F. Melancon
Joe B Carker
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L I F E S T Y L E

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 281-449-9945

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

ANDY
ELIZARDO
PLUMBING

Master Plumber
All types of

Plumbing Repairs
and Drain
Cleaning.

Discount for Seniors.
CALL for FREE

ESTIMATE
281-441-3390

17-4 TFN

PLUMBING

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392
PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE Business
Directory

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

TREE SERVICES
FREE Estimates  • Over 20 years Exp.

Mr. Lopez TREE SERVICE
 *AFFORDABLE PRICES *

Removal, Cutting, Pruning,
Trimming, Topping,

Stump Grinding

J. Lopez 281-827-5978 Call or Text

10-
TFN

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

Did You Know?
Small Ads get

attention, and are
economical

Call 713-266-3444

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

ROOFING

WWW.ALAMOROOFING.COM
281-452-6355

vehicle into oncoming traf-
fic.

In the course of their in-
vestigation sheriff’s depu-
ties discovered illegal
gambling including cus-
tomers playing 34 eight-
liners at the unlicensed
game room.  Eight liners
are slot machine-like de-
vices and are legal only if
they offer only non-cash
prizes valued at less than
$5. Law enforcement offi-
cials say that illegal cash
payouts are near universal
in  unpermitted  game
rooms throughout the
state.  Despite the arrest
of the operators and repeat
visits by law enforcement,
the game room continued
to operate in violation of
the law, according to the
lawsuit.

Illegal game room closed,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

After County Attorney
Ryan’s Office filed suit the
owners of the property
agreed to evict the game
room operators and close
the enterprise.

Ryan’s lawsuit claims
that the defendants know-
ingly operated an illicit
and unpermitted game
room in violation of Harris
County’s Game Room Reg-
ulations.  In addition, the
suit says this game room
is a common nuisance un-
der state law.  Ryan asked
the court to order the de-
fendants to cease opera-
tion of the unlicensed
game room to prevent con-
tinuing harm to the com-
munity.  Because the game
room operators have been
evicted and ceased opera-
tions the court order is not
necessary at this time.

The lawsuit contends
that this game room is lo-
cated in a residential
neighborhood making it a
public safety hazard for
the people who live there.

“Besides illegal gam-
bling, game rooms are as-
soc iated  wi th  a  wide
variety of adverse second-
ary effects,” said County
Attorney Ryan.  “These in-
clude personal and proper-
ty crimes, weapon offenses,
illicit drug use and drug
trafficking, negative im-
pacts on surrounding prop-
erties, urban blight and
litter.”

“Simply put, defendants
own, operate and maintain
the property as a common
nuisance,” said County At-
torney Ryan. “Evidence
clearly shows that patrons
go to the property for the

sole purpose of illegal gam-
bling. This illegal activity
has recently led to a kid-
napping and aggravated
robbery.

“We will continue to find
ways to proactively use civ-
il law to protect Harris
County and its residents,”
said Ryan.
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volunteer on the cleanup.
 The Earth Day 2019

Cleanup aims to inspire
volunteerism and
achieve tangible impact
on waste in our environ-
ment.

Building on best prac-
tices and verifiable met-
rics from 2019, this
event will then be scaled
up for the 50th Anniver-
sary of Earth Day in
2020, which will be
known as the Great Glo-

Earth Day,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

bal Cleanup, featuring
more than 100,000
events globally with
goal of 1 billion pieces of
trash collected.

“The Great Global
Cleanup will bring to-
gether millions of people
around the globe to cre-
ate the largest coordi-
nated volunteer event in
history,” Earth Day Net-
work President Kath-
leen Rogers said. “We
are excited to kick off in

cities across the U.S. in
2019, and to expand glo-
bally in 2020 in honor of
the 50th anniversary of
Earth Day.” For more in-
formation, go to
earthday.org/greatglo-
balcleanup.


