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Volunteers last year re-enacted Santa Ana’s
Mexican troops firing at the Texans.

NEWS
NOTES

Aldine Optimist
club meeting
Apr. 10

The Aldine Noon
Optimist Club will hold
a Recognition Ceremo-
ny at 10:00 a.m.

Easter Egg
Hunt Apr. 13

Hosted by NHA Little
League at Squatty Lyons
Park, 1601 Cromwell,
Houston, TX 77093.
Saturday, April 13,
2019, 11:00 a.m. Teams
are invited to egg hunt.
After the hunt, the
North Houston Associa-
tion Little League
encourages each team
to bring food and
drinks for a picnic for
your team. Please RSVP
by April 10th to Eliza-
beth Dollar, 832-731-
4518.

Teacher Job
Fair Apr. 13

Saturday, April 13, 9:00
a.m. at M.O. Campbell
Education Center. On-
site interview, no pre-
registration required.
Submit an employment
application in advance
at AldinelSD.org.

Free CPR

training

One day only, free
training. Compression
only CPR with AED,
Saturday, April 27, 9 am
- noon, 2800 Aldine
Bender Rd., Houston,
TX 77032. See ad, page
8 for more details.

Easter Aldine
Spring Clean-
up Apr. 27

The East Aldine District,
along with the Greens
Bayou Coalition, will
hold a Community
Clean-up on Saturday,
April 27 starting at 9:00
a.m.

State sues KMCO
for air pollution

Deadly Fire At Crosby
Chemical Plant Raises Legal
And Safety Questions

HARRIS COUNTY -
Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton has filed a pe-
tition against KMCO alleg-
ing violations of the Clean
Air Act, but KMCO’s legal
issues don’t end there.

Last Tuesday’s explo-
sion at a KMCO chemical
plant in Crosby, Texas
killed one and injured two.

Separate from Tues-
day’s explosion and fire,
KMCO is currently in vio-
lation of the Clean Water
Act, and has had a host of
other recent offenses, in-
cluding violations of the
Clean Air Act and a haz-
ardous waste statute, the
Houston Chronicle report-
ed.

Tracey Hester of the
University of Houston Law
Center said that a facility’s
record plays into the poten-
tial liability it may face in
the wake of a disaster.“Just
speaking generally, abso-
lutely — a facility that has

Smoke billows from the KMCO plant fire, as seen

by the neighbors and first responders on Ramsey

Road in Crosby.

arecord of prior violations,
particularly the same kind
of violations, escalates its
legal exposure,” Hester
said. “At the very least,
most statutes provide that
repeat violations have big-
ger potential penalties as-

sociated with them.”
Facilities with a history
of violations have a hard-
er time renewing the per-
mits they need to operate

See STATE SUES, p. 7

New School to meet increased
demands to serve students with
behavioral disorders, autism

Harris County Department of Education Officials and community members
at the groundbreaking of new Behavior School.

HOUSTON, TX — April
5, 2019 — Harris County
Department of Education
kicked off construction on
a new, 47,970-square-foot
school to replace Academ-
ic and Behavior School
West at a ceremonial

groundbreaking April 3 at
12772 Medfield Drive in
southwest Houston. Coun-
ty and city officials, school
district leaders, staff and
students attended the
event backdropped by a
bulldozer, shovels and

hardhats.

HCDE Superintendent
James Colbert said the
new school is needed to
provide additional oppor-

See New Behavior
School, Page 8

San Jacinto Day
cancelled due to
ITC Fire

2019 Festival originally
scheduled for April 13

The March 17 tank farm
fire at the ITC facility re-
mains an ongoing situa-
tion that has closed the
San Jacinto Battleground
State Historic Site and the
San Jacinto Museum of
History since the emergen-
cy situation began. At the
present time, access to the
area surrounding the site
is restricted to emergency
personnel involved in the
cleanup. All preparations
needed for a successful
Festival & Battle Reenact-
ment by necessity, have
been halted.

“While the situation is
improving, we do not know
when conditions will allow
for the public to return to
this hallowed ground,” said
Larry Spasic, San Jacinto
Museum President. “Our
overriding concern is, of
course, the safety of our
guests and the partici-
pants involved as well as

the animals used in the re-
enactment and our educa-
tional venues. Because of
the ongoing efforts of the
cleanup and remediation
of the pollution in the wa-
terways and grasslands in
and around the San Jacin-
to Site and continuing un-
certainties, we feel it is
better to act proactively
than reactively to these cir-
cumstances.”

With an abundance of
caution, the difficult deci-
sion has been made to can-
cel the 2019 San Jacinto
Festival and Battle Reen-
actment scheduled for
April 13th. All involved are
deeply saddened that this
important tradition will
not occur for only the sec-
ond time in nearly 35
years.

“Thank you to everyone
for their continued support
during this tough time.

See San Jacinto Day,
Page 8

LEGISLATIVE REPORT:

House, Senate continue
to move closer to
passing budget

AUSTIN — Last week,
with 60 days remaining until
the end of the 140-day regu-
lar session of the 86th Texas
Legislature, the House and
Senate vaulted closer toward
finalizing a state budget.

On March 27, the House of
Representatives voted 149-0
in favor of HB 1, its version
of the state budget for fiscal
years 2020 and 2021. The low-
er chamber’s bill allocates
some $251 billion to cover the
two years and puts $9 billion
more than the current budget
into education reform, includ-
ing a teacher pay increase
and pension funding, and
property tax reform.

SB 1, the Senate’s version
of the state budget, is sched-
uled for more early-April
hearings in the Senate Fi-
nance Committee before com-
ing to a Senate floor vote. SB
1, like HB 1, presently con-

tains some $9 billion for edu-
cation reform and a property
tax break. Since mid-January,
the committee chaired by Sen.
Jane Nelson, R-Flower
Mound, heard more than 750
witnesses present public tes-
timony in 25 meetings, help-
ing members craft a bill that
totals more than 1,000 pages.
Nelson broke down the $9 bil-
lion as follows:

— Almost $4 billion for an
across-the-board teacher pay
raise of $5,000;

— $2.3 billion in addition-
al money for non-salary pub-
lic education reform; and

— $2.7 billion for property
tax relief.

SB 1 is expected to pass
soon in the Senate, and
should it do so, a conference
committee of House and Sen-

See Legislation Report,
Page 4
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Aldine ISD to introduce two-way
dual-language school choice
program at 5 campuses this fall

Kindergarten class-
rooms at several Aldine
ISD early childhood/pre-
kindergarten/kindergar-
ten (EC/PK/K) schools will
be immersed in a new style
of learning this August.
Five campuses — Garcia-
Leza, Vines, Hinojosa, Ma-
grill, and de Santiago —
will implement an English/
Spanish two-way dual-lan-
guage immersion program
during the 2019-2020
school year.

The program is de-
signed to promote biliter-
acy, bilingualism, and
biculturalism and offers
yet another choice for the
students of Aldine ISD.

“We are excited about
providing more academic
offeringsand choices for
Aldine ISD families, “ said
AISD Superintendent of
Schools Dr. LaTonya M.
Goffney. “Our families
want and deserve strong
academic programs thatfo-
cus on preparing students
for the diverse world we
live in.

“As we discussed options
and ways to meet this goal,
it became evident that a
dual-language program

was the perfect answer.”

Through the two-way
dual-language program,
Aldine ISD hopes to help
young native English and
Spanish speakers learn
their second language. The
program will start in kin-
dergarten and a grade lev-
el will be added each year
to allow students to contin-
ue their studies into high
school.

According to Betsy
Haisler, executive director
of multilingual services,
the District reviewed best
practices and research.
Leaders designed a model
where the second language
will be formally taught
through structured lan-
guage learning lessons and
activities. Vocabulary and
other skills will be learned
through context, routines,
and regular daily activi-
ties.

In the Two-Way Dual-
Language Immersion pro-
gram, students have
opportunities to learn from
each other.

“Each classroom will
have a balanced number of
studentswho are proficient

in their native language of
English or Spanish,” said
Haisler. “Teachers will
strategically teach daily
instruction using both lan-
guages.

“This model will allow
students to serve as lan-
guage models for each oth-
er. Ultimately they
willhelp their peers be-
come bilingual.”

Program Fosters Stu-
dent Success in Becom-
ing Bilingual, Biliterate
and Bicultural

Incoming kindergarten-
ers who meet Aldine ISD
’s enrollment requirements
for kindergarten and live
in the attendance zone for
one of the schools offering
the program this fall are
able to apply for the
program.Applications for
each campus dual-lan-
guage program will be
available April 1 and fam-
ilies have until April 18 to
submit.

The District hosted sev-
eral parent meetings so
that interested families
could learn more about the

program.

Aldine ISD Trustee named to Board
of Directors of National School
Boards Association

Aldine ISD Trustee Dr.
Viola M. Garcia was sworn
in as Secretary-Treasurer
of the National School
Boards Association(NSBA)
at its conference in Phila-
delphia this past weekend.

She has served on the
Aldine Board since 1992.
During her 26 years of ser-
vice, the Board has re-
ceived numerous accolades
including Region 4 Out-
standing School Board,
Texas Award for Perfor-
mance Excellence from the
Quality Texas Foundation,
Magna Award from the
American School Board
Journal and Outstanding
School Board Award from
Texas Association of School
Administrators. These
awards celebrate public
school professionals for
their leadership and dedi-
cation as advocates for
children.

Garcia’s education ac-
tivism is not limited to Al-
dine ISD. She is a retired
faculty member of the Uni-

H.U.D.
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One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled

* UTILITIES &
APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
* Age 62 or older
e Physically Disabled
* Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

Keep East Aldine
Clean & Green!

Dr. Viola M. Garcia

versity of Houston-Down-
town. Dr. Garcia has
chaired and served on nu-
merous committees at UH-
Downtown. She has
provided her expertise on
a wide variety of topics
ranging from academic
policy to leadership. She
also serves local communi-
ty entities to develop part-
nerships with the AISD.
She is active in many
organizations. Within
these associations, she has
taken on responsibilities
and chaired numerous

committees. Currently, she
is a member of Kappa Del-
ta Pi-Omega Chapter, the
Texas Association of School
Boards (TASB), Gulf Coast
Association of School
Boards, Mexican American
School Board Members
Association, Parent Teach-
er Association, the Nation-
al Association of Latino
Elected and Appointed Of-
ficials (NALEO). She
served as president of
TASB in 2012-2013.
Garcia previously served
on the NSBA Board of Di-
rectors representing the
Southern Region.

The NSBA is the um-
brella organization for
more than 90,000 school
board members through-
out the United States. The
organization advocates for
school board interests be-
fore Congress, federal gov-
ernment agencies and the
courts, in addition to pro-
viding information and
services to state school
boards associations.

Mayor announces return
of curbside glass recycling

<ry welgh‘rr(;\i—x--

Mayor Turner joins ribbon cutting for new recycling facility.

HOUSTON - During the
official grand opening of a
state-of-the-art recycling
facility, Mayor Sylvester
Turner announced the re-
turn of curbside recycling
of bottles and jars made
from clear, green and
brown glass.

The resumption of curb-
side glass recycling after a
two-year pause is made
possible by the city’s new
recycling contractor, Fo-
mento de Construcciones y
Contratas, Inc. (FCC),
which built the recycling
facility in northeast Hous-
ton.

In 2018, Houston City
Council selected FCC after
considering several pro-
posals from competing re-
cycling companies. The
FCC agreement saves tax-
payers millions in recy-
cling costs and expands the
type of materials the City's
Solid Waste Department
can collect curbside.

“I promised residents
we would bring glass con-
tainers back to curbside
recycling bins and I kept
that promise,” Mayor
Sylvester Turner said. "My
thanks go to residents for
their patience, to City
Council for approving the
FCC contract in 2018 and
to Director Harry Hayes
and his team at Solid
Waste.”

Glass, along with other
items accepted in the recy-
cling cart - paper, card-
board, aluminum, tin cans
and plastics -- should be
clean, dry and empty be-
fore recycling.

The FCC facility opened
in March and has a
145,000 ton per year ca-
pacity, which is more than
double the current needs of
the City.

“Today we were able to
show the world that the

commitment made by FCC
to the City of Houston and
to the residents of Houston
has come to fruition," said
Inigo Sanz, FCC Environ-
mental Services USA CEO.
"The MRF, a colossal facil-
ity at 120,000 SF, is al-
ready open and processing
residential materials.
Thank you to the Mayor
and the rest of the Hous-
ton that believed in creat-
ing a facility fit for the
future.”

“We are so proud to have
officially opened the Hous-
ton MRF. This milestone is
the first of many to come
from our partnership with
our home, the City of Hous-
ton," said Pablo Colio, FCC
Group CEO. "We will con-
tinue our commitment to
the City, education and the
local communities, because
a greener future matters to
all.”

For non-curbside cus-
tomers, glass continues to
be accepted at the City’s
Recycling Drop-Off Cen-
ters listed below.

Neighborhood Deposito-
ry/Recycling Centers Loca-
tions

North - 9003 N Main
77022

Northwest - 14400 Som-
mermeyer 77041

Northeast - 5565 Kirk-
patrick 77028

Southeast - 2240 Cen-
tral Street 77017

South - 5100 Sunbeam
77033

Southwest - 10785 SW
Freeway 77074

Neighborhood Recycling
Drop-Off Locations

Westpark — 5900 West-
park

Ellington Airport/Clear
Lake — 246 Loop Rd

Kingwood — 3210 West
Lake Houston Parkway

The City’s partnership
with FCC also represents

a reduction in the cost of
Houston’s recycling pro-
gram. The new contract
shares the financial risk
between the City and FCC,
so that the City can limit
its liability when the val-
ue of recyclables declines
and share in revenue when
it rises.

The entire facility and
plant ownership are trans-
ferred to the City; howev-
er, FCC will be responsible
for operations and mainte-
nance and the liability of
the entire plant for the
duration of the contract.

During the course of ne-
gotiations, the city worked
hard to come to an agree-
ment for Houston that at
no time will the cost per a
ton of recycled material
exceed the cost per a ton of
disposal to the landfill.

Mayor Turner said the
City and FCC look forward
to working together to
grow our recycling pro-
gram - improving the qual-
ity of the material,
preserving our valuable
landfill space, and protect-
ing Houston’s environment
for the long term.

MWSBE
Participation

The overall goal for in-
volvement in the plant
project by minority-owned
businesses, women-owned
businesses and small busi-
ness was 11%. FCC
reached 100% for design
work and 33% on the con-
struction phase.

Second Chance
employment
opportunities

Mayor Turner an-
nounced FCC will provide
job opportunities for “sec-
ond chance” and homeless
residents. Half of the work-
ers on the sorting staff are
in the second chance cate-
gory.

Johnson Elementary School celebrates more
than 50 years serving the Aldine community

By J.D. Herman

"Teach the children so
it will not be necessary
to teach the adults.” —
Abraham Lincoln

Johnson Elementary,
named for Beulah
Johnson, an educator
and community sup-
porter in the district,
has been educating
young minds in the East
Aldine Management
District for 51 years.
The school is now in a
new home on a new
campus, and with that
comes a new beginning
for a very worthy, old
endeavor — teaching our
children and supporting
our community through
education.

After 50 years
Johnson Elementary
had outgrown the origi-
nal building and needed
better accommodations
and larger facilities for
its students. The new
campus is just a short
drive from the original
location, but with a half
century of educating
area families, the move
was accompanied by a
sense of loss. Some par-
ents and grandparents
of current students at-

tended Johnson Ele-
mentary and many were
very sentimental about
the old school house be-
ing torn down. This
sparked a wonderful
idea by Abel Garza, the
Assistant Superinten-
dent of Community and
Government Relations
for Aldine Independent
School District. Mr. Gar-
za created a program to
distribute commemora-
tive bricks from the old
building to Johnson El-
ementary alumni and
other stakeholders with-
in the community.

It is this sense of car-
ing that fuels the
school’s success. Pame-
la Riggins—Johnson or,
as the students say,
“Principal Johnson,” has
been with the school for
4 years and says it is the
remarkable family par-
ticipation that makes
Johnson Elementary so
special. “Of all the
schools I have been with
and worked with, we
have the most incredible
family support,” says
Principal Johnson. “Par-
ents are highly involved,
coming to eat with their
children and participate
in campus activities,
and I am never at a loss

Students representing Johnson Elementary
School

for parent volunteers
when needed.”

Besides the support
from family, students at
Johnson Elementary
also benefit from incred-
ible community and cor-
porate support. Exxon
helped fund a “Day of
Caring” beautification
project at the old cam-
pus and supports the
science curriculum with
experiments and pre-
sentations that encour-
age interest and
curiosity of the stu-
dents. During the sum-

mer months, the school
is able to continue pro-
gramming through a
sponsorship with the
YMCA.

Do you have a local
business? Johnson Ele-
mentary is always look-
ing for partnerships
within the East Aldine
Management District
that support youth edu-
cation which in turn
benefit the entire com-
munity.

On an academic note,
the student body also

shines bright with 24
students noted as rising
stars by Rice Universi-
ty in the areas of math
and science. Johnson
also has one of city’s best
youth soccer teams, hav-
ing won first place in
HISD tournaments 2
years in a row.

Looking forward into
the spring of 2019 and
beyond, Johnson Ele-
mentary will be hosting
a Family Engagement
Night on March 28th.
The evening will be an
opportunity for parents
to come out and play
games with their chil-
dren in a setting that
promotes family interac-
tion. Board games can
encourage math and
critical thinking and
stimulate parents and
children to work togeth-
er in a positive stress
free environment.

The future’s bright at
Johnson Elementary.
Principal Johnson at-
tributes this to a caring
community, and a de-
voted staff. “Our teach-
ers and school staff are
wonderful, committed
educators and that com-
mitment helps our con-
tinued success.”

Here’s to the next 50
years!
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Harris County Attorney Ryan files
court brief seeking to remove
citizenship question from 2020 census

Harris County Attorney
Vince Ryan yesterday filed
a friend of the court brief
with the U.S. Supreme
Court in a lawsuit seeking
to prevent the U.S. Census
Bureau from including a
question about citizenship
on the 2020 Census.

Ryan is joined in Harris
County’s brief by Fort
Bend County Judge K.P.
George and the City of
Marfa. The brief asks the
Supreme Court to affirm a
district court judge’s ruling
that the citizenship ques-
tion cannot be included.
The ruling came in a law-
suit filed against the Cen-
sus Bureau by the State of
New York.

“We join in the concerns
expressed across the coun-
try that a question on citi-
zenship will reduce the
number of people partici-
pating in the 2020 Cen-
sus,” said Ryan. “This
question will intimidate
our immigrant population.
We want everyone to par-
ticipate—whether they are
citizens or not.”

The brief states that the
addition of the citizenship
question to the 2020 De-
cennial Census will cause
in an undercount of each
jurisdiction’s significant

foreign-born population
resulting in disproportion-
ately low representation at
the local, state, and feder-
al levels along with corrupt
data inadequate for effec-
tive governance. An under-
count will also hurt the
amount of federal dollars
coming to these communi-
ties in programs based on
population.

Harris County’s growth
has always been driven by
immigrants intertwined
with new industries creat-
ing diverse economic en-
gines for Texas and the
country, Ryan points out in
the brief. Neighboring sub-
urban Fort Bend County
has exploded in growth,
diversity and affluence in
the last few decades elect-
ing its first non-Anglo chief
executive since the 1800s,
immigrant K.P. George.
While the tiny City of
Marfa has not seen such
explosive growth, it shares
a high foreign-born popu-
lation with Harris and Fort
Bend at risk for a net un-
dercount in the Decennial
Census.

Ryan says the current
intense climate of fear
among immigrants makes
it all the more likely that
the net differential under-

count will be more acute in
Texas should the citizen-
ship question be added to
the census. In the past, as
with the decades-long
practice of using “white
primaries” to disenfran-
chise African-American
voters, the Supreme Court
was the only source of pro-
tection to the constitution-
al rights of people wishing
to engage in the civic
sphere.

“Now, the Supreme
Court’s intervention is
needed again, to ensure
that the integrity of the
data for representation
and effective governance is
protected,” Ryan said.
“Judge George, the City of
Marfa and we agree with
the New York district
court’s finding that the
undocumented and His-
panics will be dispropor-
tionately undercounted if
the citizenship question is
left in the Census.”

“We believe adding that
question will depress re-
sponses, undercount the
people and harm the rep-
resentation and safety of
the people of Harris and
Fort Bend Counties and
the City of Marfa,” Ryan
concludes.

Rep. Garcia Votes to reauthorize the
Violence Against Women Act

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
Thursday April 4th, 2019,
Rep. Garcia voted to pass
H.R. 1585, a bipartisan,
robust, and long-term Vio-
lence Against Women Act
reauthorization. The land-
mark Violence Against
Women Act of 1994 ush-
ered in transformative
progress by calling for the
protection of all Americans
from violence and abuse
and working to ensure all
victims and survivors have
the support they need. This
critical reauthorization,
which passed the House by
avote of 263-158, will safe-
guard and further build
upon these life-saving pro-
tections for women
throughout Texas and
across the country.

“It is an honor to join
my colleagues to reautho-
rize the Violence Against
Women Act and uphold our
sacred duty to protect the
millions of victims and sur-
vivors of domestic violence
and sexual assault,” said
Rep. Garcia. “Too many
Americans, including 1 in

3 women, still encounter
domestic violence. For the
millions of Texan women
who are victims and survi-
vors of domestic violence
and abuse, this bill will
make a real impact.”

This reauthorization
fulfills Congress’s respon-
sibility to protect all Amer-
icans by reaffirming
protections for every wom-
an, as well as including vi-
tal improvements to
address gaps in current
law that have been identi-
fied by victims, survivors
and advocates. This bipar-
tisan bill:

e Improves the services
available for victims and
survivors of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sex-
ual assault and stalking;

e Expands the housing
protections and financial
assistance available for
victims and survivors;

e Improves protections
for Native women by reaf-
firming tribal criminal ju-
risdiction over non-Indian
perpetrators of domestic

North Forest Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony on April 5 - POSTPONED

The Houston Communi-
ty College North Forest
Campus ribbon cutting
scheduled for April 5 has
been postponed until fur-
ther notice. The school of-
ficials apologize for any

violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, and stalk-
ing;

e Closes loopholes in
current firearm laws in or-
der help prevent “intimate
partner” homicides, by pro-
hibiting persons convicted
of misdemeanor stalking
or dating violence from
possessing firearms; and

e Invests in tools and
resources for law enforce-
ment and evidence-based
prevention programs that
make our communities saf-
er.

“There is nothing parti-
san or political about rid-
ding our communities of
the scourge of domestic vi-
olence and sexual assault,”
continued Rep. Garcia. “By
passing the Violence
Against Women Act reau-
thorization, Congress is
working in a bipartisan
way to ensure all women in
Texas and throughout the
country have the resourc-
es they need to seek jus-
tice, receive care and
rebuild their lives.”

inconvenience and ask that you share the
update with anyone that you may have
invited. They will be updated regarding
a rescheduled date as soon as they con-

firm one.

For ribbon cutting updates,

please visit hces.edu/NFRibbonCutting.

Man dies in crash on
Homestead

Houston police are in-
vestigating a fatal crash at
6500 Homestead about
6:05 a.m. on April 4.

Houston Police Officials
reported that the driver of
a black Honda Civic was
traveling northbound on
Homestead, failed to yield
the right-of-way while
making a left turn and was

struck by a silver Audi A8 traveling
southbound on Homestead. The driver
of the Honda died at the scene. The driv-
er of the Audi remained at the scene and
was determined not to be impaired.

The identity of the male victim, 27, is
pending verification by the Harris Coun-
ty Institute of Forensic Sciences.

No charges have been filed at this time,
as the investigation is continuing.

Jor-itn

Commissioner Adrian Garcia meets
with Federal Officials to address
infrastructure and workforce

HOUSTON - Harris
County Precinct 2 Com-
missioner Adrian Garcia
met with federal officials
in Washington, D.C., this
week to advocate for infra-
structure resources and
enhancing safety and col-
laboration with the chem-
ical industry after the ITC
explosion.

During the visit, which
spanned Monday, April 1,
through Thursday, April 4,
Commissioner Garcia met
with EPA officials to ad-
dress the lack of air moni-
tors available after a fire
broke out at Intercontinen-
tal Terminals Company in
Deer Park March 17 and
burned for days. Garcia
emphasized the need for
more foam on site to be
able to combat these blaz-
es, as well as the impor-
tance of knowing quickly
what is inside the tanks so
first-responders can be
both safe and effective.

“We need to work to-
gether, at all levels of gov-
ernment, to ensure
industry leaders and our
communities cannot just
co-exist, but be good neigh-
bors and look out for each
other,” Commissioner Gar-
cia said.

ITC continued to be ad-
dressed in meetings with
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s
team, Senator John
Cornyn, various members
of Congress and the Amer-
ican Chemical Council.
Also in those discussions,
Commissioner Garcia
pushed for infrastructure
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\Washington, D.C.

Commissioner Garcia with State Officials at

at Washington, D.C.

resources in Precinct 2,
specifically around the
Port of Houston and advo-
cated for more funding for
community colleges to help
with workforce develop-
ment.

“I'm working to make
sure Precinct 2 is the place
where people and compa-
nies alike come to thrive,”

Commissioner Garcia, middle, with State Officials

Garcia said. “But I can’t do
it alone. All government
stakeholders need be
aware of our needs and ex-
actly what needs to be
done to address it.”
Garcia wrapped up the
trip Thursday with meet-
ings with Rep. Lizzie
Fletcher and the National
Association of Counties.
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SENATE NEWS

By Richard Lee

Senate seeks to expand
rural broadband access

(Austin) Rural
Texans have been
increasingly left behind
in the expansion in
broadband coverage,
but a bill passed by the
Senate Thursday could
change that. According
to the Federal Commu-
nications Commission,
at least 30 percent of
rural Texans don't have
access to high-speed
internet. While the
service is ubiquitous in
urban and sub-urban
areas, those living in
rural areas could be
missing out on the
economic opportunities
and access to services,
such as telemedicine
and virtual education
programs, that broad-
band internet speeds
make possible. Jack-
sonville Senator Robert
Nichols, whose district
spans largely rural
areas in East Texas
from Henderson to
Orange Counties,
offered a bill he says
provides an innovative
solution to this problem
that won't cost the state
any money nor impose
additional regulations.
It would allow rural
electric co-operative
companies to use
existing easements to
install broadband
infrastructure.

Nichols said these
member-owned, non-
profit co-ops already
have 300,000 miles of
distribution line in
place for electric
transmission, but many
don't have the statutory
authority to lay broad-
band transmission
capacity in existing
easements. His SB 14
would give them that
ability. Nichols be-
lieves this will be a
boon to rural econo-
mies. "A recent study
by the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce found that
Texas could add as
many as 23,000 rural
jobs over the next three
years and bring almost
$4 billion of increased
value if it bridges the
digital gap," he said.
Nichols said the bill
includes protections for
property owners,
including a right to
refuse a co-op to lay
new wire on easements
on their property. Co-
ops would have to
provide property
owners with notice of
their intention to
install new infrastruc-
ture, and the owners
have 60 days to opt out.
It would also require
the companies to keep a
separate set of books for
broadband expendi-
tures and revenues, and
would prohibit them
from including the price
of operating broadband
services in electric
utility rates.

Another of his
priority bills, Lt.

Governor Dan Patrick
released a statement
praising passage.
"Senate Bill 14 will
make sure that all
Texans have access to
the internet," it read.
"TIt's key to providing
our students with a
better education and
creating jobs by ensur-
ing a better connection
with the rest of Texas,
the country and the
world."

Also Thursday, the
Senate approved a bill
that looks to protect
children from abuse,
neglect or exploitation
at state-licensed child
care facilities or homes.
Citing media reports,
Houston Senator Joan
Huffman said that
eight children died last
year at a childcare
facility, and in a two
year span between 2016
and 2018, five thousand
more children were
injured. In the last 10
years, facilities have
been cited more than
3200 times for viola-
tions. "Since these
child care facilities are
licensed and regulated
by the state, we must
provide Health and
Human Services more
tools and resources to
address these appalling
acts against our most
vulnerable population:
our children," said
Huffman.

Her bill, SB 568,
would increase admin-
istrative penalties for
child care facilities that
are cited for abuse,
neglect or exploitation
of their young charges.
Each incident would
result in a $1000 fine.
It would require the
state health commis-
sion to develop safe
sleeping standards for
children in daycare that
facilities must abide by.
"Many tragic incidents
occur when an infant is
not sleeping in an
appropriate position or
environment," said
Huffman. Injuries or
sickness that require
hospitalization must be
reported to the parent
or guardian, or the
facility could face a
$500 fine. Facilities
would also have to
maintain liability
insurance if affordable
and available. Huff-
man said she knows
that the price of child
care is unaffordable for
many families, so she
tried to craft a bill that
wouldn't increase that
burden. "I do not
believe that any provi-
sion of this bill will
raise the operating cost
of any child care facility
or home," she said. The
bill now heads to the
House for consider-
ation.

The Senate will
reconvene Monday,
April 8 at 2 p.m.
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Ask Rusty — Social Security’s
“First Year” Rule

Dear Rusty: I've been
trying to determine the
best way to proceed with
retirement and could use
some help. I'd like to retire
on or about my 62nd birth-
day this September. Wait-
ing for “full retirement”
does not motivate as I have
income replacement
through my real estate in-
vestments. I'll have way
over any earnings limits
for 2019, but I don’t want
to have my benefits re-
duced. Can I apply as SSA
suggests three months be-
fore my 62nd birthday
without running afoul of
SSA’s arcane benefit re-
duction rules? Or should I
quit first then apply?
Please don’t refer me to my
Financial Advisor or local
SSA office, they just con-
fuse. Signed: Anxious to
Retire

Dear Anxious: Well I'm
afraid I can’t offer you any
obscure methods to avoid
Social Security’s rules &
regulations, but perhaps I
can clarify some things
which will help you man-
age the timing of your ap-
plication for Social
Security benefits. From
what you've said, I assume
you mean you plan to re-
tire from your working ca-
reer in September, but by
that time you will have
greatly exceeded Social Se-
curity’s annual earnings
limit (which is $17,640 for
2019). Again, from what
you’ve said, you wish to
claim SS as soon as possi-
ble but you don’t want to
lose any benefits because
of exceeding the earnings
limit. So, if you wish to
claim SS as soon as you
turn 62, you'll be happy to
know that there is a spe-
cial rule which applies for
your first year of collecting
benefits before your full
retirement age (66 _ in
your case).

That “first year rule”
essentially says that if you
start benefits in mid-year,
earnings prior to the
month your benefits start
don’t count; instead you’ll
be subject to a monthly
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earnings test for the re-
mainder of that year, once
your benefits have started.
So in your case, your first
month of eligibility for SS
would be the month of Oc-
tober (you must be 62 for
the entire month to be eli-
gible for benefits), and
your benefit payment for
October would be paid the
following month (the pay-
ment date will be either
the 2nd, 3rd, or 4th
Wednesday of the month,
depending on the day of
the month you were born).
Then, starting with the
month of October, if you do
not have earnings from
working which exceed
$1,470 in any of the re-
maining months of 2019,
your benefits will not be
cut; but if you have earn-
ings from working which
exceed that monthly
amount in any month for
the rest of 2019, then you
will not be entitled to SS
benefits for that month.
Exceeding the monthly
limit by any amount (even
by $1) will cause Social
Security to take back the
full benefit for that month.
So, if your plan is to retire
from your working career
in September and depend
upon your savings and in-
vestments for income, and
if you claim Social Securi-
ty as soon as you're eligi-
ble in October and you
have no further earnings
from working, you’ll not
suffer any loss of benefits
in 2019.

But just as a caution,
after 2019 you’ll still be

subject to the annual
“earnings test” because
you're claiming Social Se-
curity before you reach
your full retirement age,
and the annual earnings
test will apply until the
month that you reach your
full retirement age (after
that, there is no longer a
limit to what you can
earn). As for when you
should apply for benefits,
Social Security recom-
mends that you apply 3
months before you wish
your benefits to begin.
When applying, you can
specify the month you
want your benefits to start,
so if you wish that to be at
age 62 simply specify Oc-
tober 2019 as your benefit
start month. Applying pri-
or to September and speci-
fying October as your
benefit start month will
not expose you to any ex-
tra earnings limitations
over those explained
above.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not represent
legal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the
AMAC Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social Secu-
rity Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Se-
curity Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. To submit a question,
visit our website or email
us.

nenewsroom@aol.com
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Legislative
Report,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ate members must meet to
reconcile differences in the
two versions of the state bud-
get. Nelson and four other
senators appointed by Lt. Gov.
Dan Patrick, along with
House Appropriations Com-
mittee Chair John Zerwas, R-
Richmond, and four House
members appointed by
Speaker Dennis Bonnen, will
make up the conference com-
mittee. After the versions are
reconciled, both chambers
will put the measure to a fi-
nal vote. If passed, the bud-
get would then be forwarded
to Gov. Greg Abbott for final
approval.

Bill would raise
exemption

The Senate Property Tax
Committee on March 26 con-
sidered legislation to increase
the homestead exemption for
local school property taxpay-
ers by $10,000.

SB 5 and Senate Joint Res-
olution 71, a proposed consti-
tutional amendment by the
committee’s chair, Sen. Paul
Bettencourt, R-Houston,
would ask voters in Novem-
ber to approve an increase to
the amount of property value
that a homeowner can exempt
from $25,000 to $35,000.

He said the increase would
cut the average property tax
bill in Texas by about $125
per year and the state would
be able to cover the loss in
revenue to school districts by
using proceeds from oil and
gas production taxes that
would otherwise have gone
into the Economic Stabiliza-
tion “Rainy Day” Fund.

Bettencourt said the fund
has enough in it to justify the
diversion. "I personally view
the (Rainy Day Fund) as full
because we're looking at val-
ues up to $15.66 billion at the
end of the biennium without
any withdrawals," he said.

Lawmakers ask for
more

Texas transportation in-
frastructure is not keeping up
with growth, and to make
matters worse, the Lone Star
State receives less than any
other state compared to what
it pays into the federal High-
way Trust Fund.

To request a better rate of
return, all 38 members of the
Texas congressional delega-
tion joined in a March 26 let-
ter to the chairs and ranking
members of the Senate Envi-
ronment and Public Works
Committee and House Trans-
portation and Infrastructure
Committee.

The delegation’s letter
notes the 95 cents on the dol-
lar returned to Texas in fis-
cal 2019 amounts to a loss of
up to $940 million in taxes
paid by Texas motorists and
taxpayers. In contrast, ac-
cording to Federal Highway
Administration figures, Alas-
ka received $6.78, New York,
$1.33, and California, $1.16.

"Texas has been denied a
fair return on federal fuel tax-
es for far too long. It is imper-
ative that an equitable share
of these funds be allocated to
improving transportation sys-
tems right here in Texas,” said
Gov. Abbott. “I urge Congress
to put an end to this funding
inequity,” he added.

Senate OKs
harassment bill

Any employee of a public
or private university who sees
or learns of an incident of sex-
ual harassment, assault,
rape, dating violence or stalk-
ing would be required to re-
port it to the institution’s
Title IX coordinator under SB
212, which was unanimously
approved by the Texas Senate
on March 26.

According to the Senate
News Service, the legislation
by Sen. Joan Huffman, R-
Houston, also would require
the coordinator to make reg-
ular reports to the university
president regarding the num-
ber of complaints and the sta-
tus of investigations.

The president, in turn,
would have to make a report
to the university board of
trustees every semester of the
number, disposition and sta-
tus of complaints and inves-
tigations, the findings thereof,
and the disciplinary actions
taken. This report would be
public information but would
not identify any person. The
legislation still must pass the
House and be signed by the
governor to become law.
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HOLLYWOOD

HOLLYWOOD -- We've
been hearing about Netflix
alot lately. Many billboards
advertising Netflix films --
both on the famed Sunset
Strip and across the coun-
try -- are now owned by Net-
flix. Producer/director
Steven Spielberg went pub-
lic recently about the black-
and-white Netflix film
"Roma," which received
multiple Oscar nominations
and awards, suggesting that
"Roma" was made for
streaming, not for theaters.
Maybe Oscar's ruling that a
film must play in Los Ange-
les for one week to qualify
needs to be amended to in-
clude only films made to be
shown in theaters.

Netflix also is under fire
for its TV division. Shows
created by and exclusive to
its platform -- such as "The
Crown," a six-season series,
"House of Cards" (six sea-
sons), "Orange Is the New
Black" (six seasons), "Grace
and Frankie" (five seasons),
"Unbreakable Kimmy
Schmidt (four seasons) and
"The Ranch" (renewed for a
sixth season) -- fare better
than revamped shows like
"Fuller House" (five sea-
sons), which may end due to
the college scandal implicat-
ing Lori Loughlin. Shows
such as "One Day at a Time"
(ending with its third sea-
son) will find it hard to move
to another platform, despite
great interest, because their
contracts require they wait
two to three years until Net-
flix is finished streaming
them.But Netflix (which al-
legedly may have overex-
tended itself financially)
had better watch its back,
now that Disney has spent
$71 billion to acquire 20th
Century Fox. The deal in-
cludes Searchlight Pictures,
Fox 2000, Fox Family, Fox
Animation, Fox 21; FX Net-
works; National Geograph-
ic Partners and Fox
interests in Hulu. That's in

by lorny Rizzo

addition to its other giant
acquisitions such Lucasfilm
(aka "Star Wars"), the Mar-
vel Universe of superheroes
and ABC Television, along
with its existing amuse-
ment parks, hotels and re-
sorts. Disney is a hungry
behemoth, which now will
compete with Netflix.

skt

Alexander Skarsgard --
awaiting the May 3 release
of "Long Shot," with Seth
Rogan and Charlize Theron,
and "The Kill Team," due
this summer -- will be larg-
er than life on big screens
in IMAX and 3D when he
headlines "Godzilla vs
Kong," with Rebecca Hall
and Kyle Chandler, set to
escape March 2020."The
Hitman's Bodyguard," with
Ryan Reynolds, Samuel L.
Jackson, Salma Hayek and

Amber Waves

LeBron JamesPhoto source: Keith Allison/Flickr

Richard E. Grant, earned
$176 million. That warrants
a sequel, which will add An-
tonio Banderas and Morgan
Freeman to the cast.

sfeskesk

When "Space Jam"
(1996) hit theaters starring
Michael Jordan (second
billed to Bugs Bunny), no-
body expected it would gross
a whopping $230 million (a
fortune back then). It's tak-
en 23 years to find another
basketball superstar to fill
Jordan's sneakers, but now
they have. It's LeBron
James, considered by many
to be the greatest basketball
player in the world today.
Look for "Space Jam 2" the
summer of 2021. No word if
Bugs Bunny is too old or too
much a has-been to topline
this sequel. LOL.

(c) 2019 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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Stand Down Events for
Homeless Veterans

By Freddy Groves

As the weather warms
up, the 2019 Stand Downs
are getting underway.

Stand Downs are events
held over one to three days
for homeless veterans, usu-
ally at Department of Vet-
erans Affairs medical
facilities. The list of servic-
es provided is long and in-
cludes clothing, health and
dental screenings, person-
al care supplies, haircuts,
legal assistance, food, in-
formation about shelter, as
well as VA and Social Se-
curity benefits counseling.

In addition, veterans
can get referrals to care
and treatment for sub-
stance use and mental
health counseling, as well
as employment help,
health care and housing

information. Multiple
agencies and service
groups come together for
these Stand Downs.

To see the schedule of
Stand Down events for this
year, go online to
www.va.gov/homeless/
events.asp and scroll
down. You'll find the dates
and locations as well as
name, phone number and
email for the point of con-
tact. If you don't see your
location listed, keep check-
ing back, or call the clos-
est VA regional medical
center. Ask early about
whether they'll have trans-
portation, and sign up. Be
sure to bring your VA med-
ical card and DD-214 if you
have them.

Ifyou're a homeless vet,
there is another group you
should contact: National

Coalition for Homeless
Veterans (www.nchv.org).
If you're in trouble (about
to become homeless) call
them 24/7 at 1-877-424-
3838 or at 800-VET-HELP
for general questions.
NCHYV also keeps a list of
Stand Downs, so keep an
eye on its website. It can
help with housing, legal,
employment and health is-
sues, and more. Explore
their website E they do a
lot.

If you're a member of a
veteran service organiza-
tion and want to help with
a Stand Down, contact
them and ask what you can
do or bring. Transportation
for veterans in rural areas,
food and personal care
items might be high on the
list.

MOMENTS IN TIME
The History Channel---

* On April 23, 1014,
Brian Boru, the high king
of Ireland, is assassinated
by retreating Norsemen
shortly after his Irish forc-
es defeated them. A small
group of fleeing Norsemen
stumbled on Brian's tent,
overcame his bodyguards
and murdered the elderly
king.

* On April 25, 1719,
Daniel Defoe's "The Life
and Strange Adventures of
Robinson Crusoe," a fic-
tional work about a ship-
wrecked sailor who spends
28 years on a deserted is-
land, is published. It's
based on the experiences of

by Dave T. Phipps

Alexander Selkirk, a Scot-
tish sailor who spent four
years on a small island off
South America.

* On April 26, 1865,
John Wilkes Booth is killed
when Union soldiers track
him to a Virginia farm 12
days after he assassinated
President Abraham Lin-
coln. Killing Lincoln was
part of a conspiracy to si-
multaneously kill the vice
president and secretary of
state, neither of which hap-
pened.

*On April 22,1915, Ger-
man forces shock Allied
soldiers along the Western

Front by firing more than
150 tons of lethal chlorine.
The Germans were per-
haps as shocked as the Al-
lies by the devastating
effects of the poison gas.

* On April 27, 1956,
world heavyweight cham-
pion Rocky Marciano re-
tires from boxing at age 31.
He ended his career as the
only heavyweight champ
with a perfect record, 49-
0. Marciano had started
boxing in the Army to get
out of kitchen duty.

(¢) 2019 Hearst Communi-
cations, Inc.All Rights Re-
served
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(2 35 Grandfather, sures 19 Admitting cli- 36 Villainous look
for one ents 37 Actress
36 "Oh yeah? — DOWN 20 Author Sevigny
who?" 1 Grand Fleming 38 "Phooey!"
37 Prompt 2 First course, 23 Bliss 39 Hodgepodge
38 Suspensefully often 24 Have bills 40 Heard reveille
timed out 3 Saucy 25 Barbie's friend 41 Supermarket
45 Medicinal 4 Toolused on 26 Silent stack
plant cheese 27 Discoverer's 42 Between jobs
Weekly SU 46 Rembrandt 5 Two cubed cry 43 Wander
works 6 Extra 28 Dopey pal? 44 Early birds?
by Linda Thistle © 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Frank Marshall White

Antonio Bocanegra Garcia
Farha Baba
Norman Earl Williamson

James Harell
Harvey R. Fuller

R.A. Steelman

David Joseph Vance Sr.

Community Outreach Programs
“Helping Others Help Themselves”

Immigration Education and Integration Program
Citizenship Classes - Parenting Education

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Text to: 832-906.4214
Phone: 281-799.9076
marianas@bondingagainstadversity.org

Bonqling\
Against
Adversity

HELPING OTHERS HELP THEMSELVES

J

Family fish camp, Easter games and more!

Family Fish Camp: Sat-
urday, April 27, from 8:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. Spend a day
learning basic fishing tech-
niques at the inauguration of
Jesse H. Jones Park & Nature
Center’s Family Fish Camp.
Parents and children can vis-
it skills stations to learn how
to tie fishing knots, along
with proper fish-handling
techniques, tackle-box basics,
fish identification, and other
tips and tricks. The event also
covers Texas Parks & Wildlife
Department’s fishing rules
and regulations, angler eth-
ics, water and boat safety, and
environmental stewardship.
All equipment and bait will
be provided, but participants
may also bring their
own.Participants should
bring a sack lunch and wear
closed-toe shoes. Ages 8 and
up. Individuals ages 17 and
older must have a fishing li-
cense if they plan on directly

participating. Online regis-
tration is required at
www.FishingsFuture.org.

Second Saturday Set-
tlers: Natural Dyes: Satur-
day, April 13, from 1 p.m. to 3
p.m. Texans have a colorful
history, and this program
proves it! Participants will
dive into the fascinating
chemistry of dyeing fibers
with Historical Program Co-
ordinator Katrina Yordy.
Learn how subtle differences
in dye baths, from the tem-
perature to the type of water
used, creates endless possi-
bilities in color.

Second Sunday Pick-
ers: Sunday, April 14, from 2
p.m. to 4 p.m. Join this musi-
cal group celebrating more
than 30 years of concerts! The
Second Sunday Pickers enter-
tain with acoustic music, in-
cluding country-and-western,
bluegrass, folk, gospel, Cajun,
and blues. Visitors are wel-
come to listen to free folk

music or bring an instrument
to join in the fun.

Invasives Beware: Sat-
urday, April 20, from 9 a.m.
to 11 a.m. Assist Jones Park
staff and the Jesse Jones
Park Eradicators with the re-
moval of invasive plant spe-
cies as well as trail clearing
and vital habitat restoration
within Jones Park. Closed-
toed shoes required; gloves
and long pants are recom-
mended. Ages 16 and up or
children accompanied by an
adult.

Easter Games: Saturday,
April 20, at 10 a.m. to noon.
Spring is in full swing at
Jones Park! Enjoy egg-roll-
ing, bunny races, spoon rac-
es, and other traditional
Easter games in a family-
friendly environment. Bring
a lunch and blanket for a pic-
nic on the Redbud Hill Home-
stead’s green meadow.
Families with children ages

12 and under. Reservations
are required and available
beginning Wednesday, April
10.

Nature Hunt: Sunday,
April 21, at 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Spend Easter Sunday appre-
ciating the splendor of nature
at Jones Park! Stop by the
Nature Center for a scaven-
ger hunt list full of interest-
ing and unique items to find
along the trails. A special sur-
prise awaits at the Nature
Center for contestants who
find every item on the list.
Ages 5 to 13.

Jesse H. Jones Park & Na-
ture Center is located at
20634 Kenswick Drive in
Humble. Jesse Jones Park
Volunteers (JJPV) welcomes
applications from interested
participants. For more infor-
mation about the park or any
of the activities and programs
offered, please call 281-446-
8588 or visit www.hcp4.net/
community/parks/jones.
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A/C & APPLIANCE ELECTRICIAN DRIVERS GARAGE SALE HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HOME
REPAIR WANTED IMPROVEMENT

rELECTRICIAN- BIG YARD SALE ———————

MARIO’S All types of new  DRIVERS: April 3rd - April 7th, || SALES REPRESENTATIVE INTERN AT ANEWSPAPER || |SEMI-RETIRED

APPLIANCE wiring and SGT 2000 Motor Wed. - Sqn. 2115 Part Time Position available for Part Time Position available for Handyman will do

REPAIR repairs Freight Inc. Company ~ Chamberlain St. Of Newspaper ad sales person for the person interested in learning all carpentry

All Major Brands. In- | D&E ELECTRIC Earn Up To $.45 p/  Off Aldine Westfield. Aldine and North Channel areas. phases of the news business. Will painting toof

Home Service ’ 20 |since 1975 mile. O/OEarnUpTo  Rain& Shine. Set your own hours. Commission experience writing, interviewing, repairs }nobile

rs. expefi R - | Low Rat $1.37 Based on basis means you can earn more. sourcing, computer layout, ad sales, h pairs,

yrs. experience. hep ow aW D.O.E. Sign On Bo- Bilingual helpful. Car required. record keeping, promotions. Send omes, prgfssgre

aro 9|ec"°d(.)mes"' nus $5000* Send resume to letter of interest to washlng: Lifetime

cos, todo tipo de  log4_148-8615| Company - Owner | Classified Ads, nenewsroom@aol.com. nenewsroom@aol.com. Houstonian.

modelos. Call Mario, 4t | Operators Call 713-754-0923.

713-291-8286. 713-674-2076 713-266-3444 Don. 16

1-tfn

134

713-266-3444

LEGAL ADVERTISING

You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a
local newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches

per word plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if
required. Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for
supporting our community and keeping our dollars local.

NEWS

A GrafikPress Newspaper
email: nenewsroom@aol.com

Discover the world’s
best walk-in bathtub

AS SEEM OH

of experience

B 44 Hydrotherapy

=

5 Reasons American Standard
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice
n Backed by American Standard’s 140 years

ED Ultra low entry for easy entering and exiting
E) Patented Quick Drain® fast water removal system

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND installation,
INCLUDING labor backed by American Standard

jets for an invigorating massage

1,500 in Savings
INCLUDES a FREE
American Standard
Toilet

Includes FREE American Standard
Right Height Toilet

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

21.88 acres, Menard/Eldorado. Gently rolling with
beautiful oak tree cover, Whitetail, blackbuck, axis,
hogs, and turkey. $3 450/acre, fixed rate 30 yr. owner
financing with 5% down payment. 800-876-9720,
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com,

EVENTS
Buda Lions Country Fair and Wiener Dog Races,

April 27-28, Buck’s Backyard, FM 1626, Buda, TX.
For more info, visit www.budalions.com.

Hearne — Crossroads Home Town Festival, April 13,
2019, Hearne, TX. Festival opens at 10 am., Street
Dance 8-11 p.m. Kids zone, live entertainment, food &
more. www.crosstoadshometownfestival . com.

New Braunfels Area Car Club Swap Meet,
April 19-21, Comal County Fairgrounds, 801 E.
Common St., New Braunfels. No dogs please.
www.newbraunfelsareacarclub.com.

MeQueeney — Texas Reptile Expo, April 13-14, 10
am.-3 p.m.,, Lions Club, 3211 FM 78, McQueeney,
TX. Adults $10; $5 for kids under 10, 501-454-9357,
texasreptiles.com.

Mount Vernon - [ 5th Annual Tour de Cypress Ride,
Sat., April 20. Enjoy a Franklin County weekend of
activities: Bike Ride, Music and Barbecue. 10, 20
45, 52 Mile and 100K rides. Beautiful routes past
Exotic Animal Farm and Lake Cypress Springs.
www.tourdecypress.com.

Seguin—49th Texas Ladies State Chili Championship,
Sat., April 13, 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Max Starcke Park East,
Seguin, TX, Chili, Craft and Food Vendors, Music,
Silent Auction, Raffles, Family Fun! Judging begins
at 12:30 p.m. Sign up to be a judge at hitps:/fwww.
tlscco.com/chili-judges-needed.himl. 830-401-5000,
visitseguin.com,

more readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are TexSCAN Week of ARROWHEADS
$10.00 per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢ April 7,2019 Indian Arrowheads Wanted, Point types: Clovis,

Firstview, Eden, Midland, Yuma, Cody, all nice Alibates
Points. Must be authentic, unbroken. Top $$ paid X3.
Call 979-218-3351 or text photos,

CAREER TRAINING

Airlines Are Hiring — Get FAA approved hands on
Aviation training, Financial aid for qualified students
- Career placement assistance, CALL Aviation Institute
of Maintenance, 877-207-0345.

CHARITY

Donate a boat or car today to Boat Angel. 2-Night Free
Vacation, Sponsored by Boat Angel Outreach Centers
to stop crimes against children. 800-700-BOAT,
www.boatangel.com.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Absolute Public Auction, Houston, TX, Thurs.,
April 11, 2019, 2076 Selden Rd., 9:00 AM. 150+
Tractors & Trailers, Late Model Conventional
Tractors, Aluminum Vans, Reefers, Tankers, Flatbeds
& More. 409-316-4935, www.taylorandmartin.com,
Texas Auct. No.: 15825, 17454, 17456, 18027, 18031.

OILAND GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing
and producing including non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. 806-620-1422, LoboMineralsLLC(@
gmail.com, Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800,
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

MISC. FOR SALE

Kill Bed Bugs! Buy Harris Bed Bug Killers, Mattress
Covers, Kits. Available: Hardware Stores, The Home
Depot, homedepot.com.

TRUCK DRIVERS

Be Your Own Boss! Get Paid to See the Country!
Quality Drive-Away is looking for CDL Drivers
to Deliver Trucks! www.qualitydriveaway.com,
574-642-2023,

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

273 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads

Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee produ

s or services advertised, We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.fic.gov/bizop.

FREE IN-HOME
EVALUATION!

855-801-2797

‘ www.NENewsroom.com ‘
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Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 281-449-9945

Jesse Jones Park Vol-
unteers: Monday, April 29,
at 7 p.m. Featuring a new
program every month, vol-
unteer meetings include
information about upcom-
ing volunteer opportuni-
ties and projects with the
Jesse Jones Park Volun-
teers (JJPV). Join Educa-
tion Programmer John
Carey for the April pro-
gram, Planting for Wildlife.
This engaging presenta-
tion teaches how simple
vegetation management
techniques can benefit
wildlife habitats. Ages 16
and up, or children accom-
panied by an adult.

Tadpoles Club:
Wednesdays, May 1, 8, 15,
and 22, at 10:30 a.m. or 1
p.m. This interactive pro-
gram helps introduce pre-
school-aged children to
nature through stories,

crafts, puppets, short
walks, and animals. This
staff-naturalist-led pro-
gram provides a great op-
portunity for parents and
children to learn about and
enjoy nature together. Res-
ervations are required and
available beginning
Wednesday, April 3. Ages 3
to 4 only. Parent must ac-
company children. No
younger or older siblings.
Nature Photo Con-
test: Saturday, May 4, at 1
p.m. Share your love of na-
ture with the community
by participating in Jones
Park’s 2019 Nature Photo
Contest! With this year’s
new ‘Mobile’ category, any-
one with a mobile device or
tablet can be a nature pho-
tographer — no fancy
equipment needed. Cate-
gories include: Wildlife,
Scenic, Plant/Wildflowers,

People in the Park, and
Mobile. In addition to last
year’s divisions, ‘Adult’
(ages 16 and older) and
‘Junior’ (ages 15 and
younger), this year there
will be a People’s Choice
division chosen by the pub-
lic. This contest is open to
all amateur photographers
except Harris County Pre-
cinct 4 employees. Please
note, photographs must be
taken inside Jones Park
boundaries between April
30,2019, and May 1, 2019.
For updated rules or more
information, call 281-446-
8588 or visit
www.hep4.net/Communi-
ty/Parks/Jones/Contest.
Homestead Open
House: Wednesdays and
Saturdays from 1 p.m. to 4
p.m. Appreciate modern
conveniences by taking a
step back in time. Enjoy a

look around the park’s his-
torically accurate 1830s
Redbud Hill Homestead
and Akokisa-Ishak Village.
Learn about two very dif-
ferent, yet successful ways
of life. Self-guided inter-
pretive brochures are
available in the Nature
Center, so visitors can
move at their own pace.
Jesse H. Jones Park &
Nature Center is a Harris
County Precinct 4 facility

&

After School Program
Resource Center
Senior Program
Family Activities

ALDINE FAMILY HOPE CENTER

4700 Aldine Mail Rt,, Houston, 77039
et o Hamibrick Middie School)

GED & ESL
Counseling
Computer Classes
Sports

Summer Program
Resale Shop

Food Pantry
Teen Job Training

281-449-4828 www.aldineyouth.org

located at 20634 Kenswick
Drive in Humble. Jesse
Jones Park Volunteers
(JIJPV) welcomes applica-
tions from interested par-
ticipants. For more
information about the park
or any of the activities and
programs offered, please
call 281-446-8588 or visit
www.hcp4.net/community/
parks/jones.

First Baptist Church North Houston

Where Jesus Has the Priority And Everyone is Welcome
Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.

AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.
Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039

281-449-7201
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PLUMBING SERVICES RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE -
o, | e — - S Uusiness
We install & repair
MF;';g:“P?JgEe , fences. All types of HAI—I— FOR RENT -
chain link, wood or-
e [weeeen )| Director
and Drain Free estimate. Small
- Cleaning. jobs welcome. Call Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand
D for Soars: | Jose 281-221-0637. and Bar - Seats 250
ESTIMATE tin
281-441-3390 VFW POST 2187 SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money
O 6101 E. Mount Houston
o R W For Information Call m PLumBiNg SERVICES
FREE Estimates e Over 20 years Exp. Medina Plumbing Servi
Clean & Green! —_— \281 '987'1 392 J, ?nwwaw':n“guml:mngmfm e
PART SERVICES Mr. Lopez TREE SERVICE Texas Licensed M 17464 Master Plumber
< N R.F. Hull Water Well *AFFORDABLE PRICES * Faucet, Toilet, Water Heater Repair/
- Pump Service. . | ; P Replacements, City Permit, Gas & Water
\E’ $ 281-442-5630. SERVICES SERVICES Rem,%ﬁ:;,ﬁ,;f%%;ﬁg " T l.enll:s,Drn.inandSwmrSﬁvius, Remodel
22-4fn Stump Grinding TFN 10% Senior Citigen Discount Offered
TEJ AS J. Lopez 281-827-5978 call or Text ":: gfg::;:::l
Did You Know? TRANSMISSIONS
Sma" Ads get Automatic Specialists el _ i
tt t. d FREE Computer Diagnostics Tgfi:l‘(ﬁ-?a Commerc:%l Prmtmg
Quality . 888 We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,
atten |On, an are Worki  Since 1997 (g5, Upholstery & Awning Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print
- ||e7c103?32n(l,cgl4 g || S COMVERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL e oo
a = = Se Habla Espafiol RAPHAEL PRAT
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037 2021 Alding Mailglétz. GRAFIKSHOP
L _ _ — it
281-931-9300 281-590-7562  Houston, TX 77039 713-977-2555

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

OIL, GAS, &

WE BUY et

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

State sues
KMCO,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Dental Insurance

Call for dental coverage today to help save
money on big dental bills.

and must face more inspections from
regulators, according to Hester. That
history could also play into potential
criminal charges against decision-
makers at KMCO.“

At the end of the day, it is very
clearly — on both the federal and
state levels — a major factor in de-
ciding whether to bring a criminal
action,” Hester said.

Safety concerns

Tuesday’s explosion also raised
questions regarding safety protocols.
“Major chemical incidents like this
can be prevented by applying process
safety management principles,” said
Rachel Meid]l, a fellow in Energy and
Environment at Rice’s Baker Insti-
tute. She said the Occupational Safe-
ty and Health Administration is the
main entity tasked with protecting
workers.

OSHA outlines 14 principles in
total. Some of those principles in-
clude documented operating proce-
dures, adequate training for both
employees and contractors, and pro-
cess hazard analysis — when engi-
neers predict what might happen
during a failure.

KMCO worker Randy Villalobos
told ABC13 that he didn’t hear any
announcements or alarms. Instead,
an operator told him to get out. And
when he finally got to the fence, he
had to crawl underneath. The gate
was locked.According to Meidl, that
shouldn’t happen.“

There are elements of the process
safety management system that
would catch that, so clearly there was
a breakdown,” Meidl said.

The US Chemical Safety Board is
investigating the incident. After an
investigation, they issue recommen-
dations for the industry as a whole
to help prevent similar disasters.

This is real dental insurance from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company that helps pay for over
350 procedures - cleanings, fillings, crowns, even
dentures.

Leafd® Filter NoMORE GUTTER CLEANING

OR YOUR MONEY BACK - GUARANTEED

PROTECTION

BEFORE LaafFilter AFTER Lo

v Installs on your
existing gutters!

* No annual maximum, no deductible
+ See any dentist you want - including your own

* Qver 507 Coverage as low as §1 per day

Call now to et this
FREE information Kit

1-877-933-6031

dental50plus.comnenews /

Ask about Network Savings!
Over 470,000 Provider Locations Nationwide

¥ N s yoe Conad s fr it s e
0,0 cal 1909634781 o epond fr il ol Cerate CE50A (D CE50E PR CE500); -urance Py P10 (4

!

el
¢ a8 mesmww
o

L. CALL US TODAY
For A FREE Estimate!

1-877-579-9730

Promo Number: 285
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New Behavior School,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tunities for students who
need specialized education
services in the districts
HCDE serves. Students
attending AB West are
challenged with behavior-
al disorders, autism spec-
trum disorder and other
significant physical and
emotional needs.

The new school, which
will serve up to 150 stu-
dents ages 5-22 with intel-
lectual, developmental and
behavioral needs, borders
Dairy Ashford Road and
Westpark Tollway.

“With the addition of
our new school, we will
have the best education fa-
cility to educate students
who are autistic and emo-
tionally disturbed from lo-
cal school districts in
greater Harris County,”
said Victor Keys, principal
at AB School West.

HCDE operates four
special schools in Harris
County which serve chil-
dren from area school dis-
tricts on a contractual
basis. AB West and East
educate children with in-
tellectual and emotional
disabilities while two oth-
er schools provide services
for recovering, adjudicated
or troubled teens. The goal
is for students to return to
their home districts and
schools, with newly
learned behavior tools to
successfully continue their
education and graduate.

“I'm really looking for-
ward to giving these stu-
dents a great facility,” said
HCDE Board of Trustees
President Josh Flynn, who
introduced guests and
gave opening remarks at
the groundbreaking. “We
will be placing students in
this special, unique envi-
ronment where they feel
safe.”

The replacement school
for AB West provides con-
siderable support for stu-
dents from Alief

Behavior School.

Independent School Dis-
trict, where it resides.

“I'm grateful for the tax-
payers of Harris County,
the Board, Superintendent
James Colbert and HCDE
staff for realizing these
students need a voice,” said
H.D. Chambers, Alief Inde-
pendent School District
superintendent. “If there is
a flagship behavior for any
kids coming out of AB
School West, it’s the air of
confidence that they prob-
ably didn’t have before.”

Features of the school
include a low, student-to-
instructor ratio, small
classes and individualized
learning. A behavior spe-
cialist provides support to
students to help change or
improve behaviors.

The school designed by
Houston architectural firm
Cre8 Architects will have
a heightened security sys-
tem with ballistic-rated,
glass walls in the lobby
and restricted passage to
classroom areas.

“Our board has been
sensitive to school securi-
ty, so we have fortified this
campus externally and in-
ternally with added layers
of protection inside to en-

Kids explore machinery at ribbon cutting of new

sure safety,” said Colbert.

AB School West, de-
signed by Houston archi-
tectural firm Cre8, will be
elevated above the flood
plain, and an emergency
generator will help to serve
highly impaired students
in bad weather. Layout of
the school provides for 28
classrooms; use of sensory-
sensitive color palettes for
walls; rounded-corners
throughout the school’s in-
terior construction to pre-
vent student injury; and a
domestic lab for life-skills
students. Outdoors there is
a gated outdoor walking
trail, courtyard and bas-
ketball court.

Student Deven Wright,
a fourth grader who at-
tends AB School West from
Fort Bend Independent
School District, said he has
high hopes for the new li-
brary and computer lab.

“I will be happy to at-
tend this new school,” the
10-year-old said.

AB West is scheduled to
be completed in early 2020.
A special opening ceremo-
ny, complete with tours, is
planned before the school
opens.

Mayor's statement on notices
of layolffs 60 days from now

HOUSTON - Proposi-
tion B came without a
funding source as it adds
$80 million to $100 million
a year to the city's bottom
line. At the same time, the
city is experiencing a $117
million budget gap, with
the cost of Prop B added on
top of that.

By law, the city must
balance its budget before
the start of the next fiscal
year, July 1.

The City asked Patrick
"Marty" Lancton of the
firefighters' association to
phase in Prop B over five
years to avoid any layoffs
of firefighters and munici-
pal workers. He refused
and is demanding the im-
mediate implementation of
Prop B. The City is doing
precisely that. but it will
require layoffs to balance
the city's budget.

Today the 67 fire cadets

received notice that they
will be laid off in 60 days.
Next week 47 municipal
workers will receive notic-
es. And on April 17, City
Council will vote on layoffs
of classified (first respond-
er) personnel.

In the absence of a
phased-in approach, the
City's options are limited
when we must balance our
budget by the end of June.

NO RSVP REQUIRED

ONE DAY ONLY!
FREE TRAINING

N ONLY CPR WITH AED

Saturday,
April 27
9AM-Noon

Don’t miss your opportunity
to learn Compression only
CPR with an Automated
External Defibrillator.

You have seen the lifesaving AED device
at schools, sports events, grocery
stores and various other public venues.
Would you know how to use one in case
of an emergency? Come learn how to
save others in the event of a life
threatening emergency.

2800 Aldine Bender Rd,
Houston, TX 77032

No official certification will be given

COMPRESSIO

FEATURING COMMUNITY BUSINESS

Alma Latina

By Jeff Herman

East Aldine Manage-
ment District has no short-
age of Tex-Mex options to
choose from but few have
the chops and longevity of
Alma Latina. Since 1984,
the Marquez family has
been preparing their soul-
ful, authentic Mexican
fare, and Houston is all the
better for it. Starting as a
small chain of taquerias,
the family expanded their
vision to eventually in-
clude full Mexican restau-
rants with sister locations
in Porter and the Heights.

We walked into the cor-
nerstone location at Aldi-
ne Mail Rt and 59 for lunch
on a dreary late winter af-
ternoon. Immediately, the
scent of barbacoa tacos,
carnitas, mole enchiladas
and other Tex-Mex favor-
ites greeted us like an old
friend. As we got settled,
removing our hats and
coats, the waitress sat
chips and salsa down on
the table, along with com-
plimentary bowls of sopa
aguada. Sopa aguada is a
traditional favorite of light
pasta in a tangy Mexican
broth. The unexpected ar-
rival of this warm treat
was the perfect antidote to
the cold and wet day out-
side.

We also felt absolutely
no guilt filling up on two
bowls of chips (super light
and airy) and salsa (simple

but unex-
gering,
smoky, pep-
per flavors)
before our
meal. They
were just
that good.
We had not
even placed
an order yet
we were al-
ready satis-
fied with our lunch.

For our mains, we
choose the Mexican Dinner
($5.99 for two crispy beef
tacos, one cheese enchila-
da, beans and rice) and soft
tacos (barbacoa and carne
guisada, but there is plen-
ty of seafood to choose from
as well, including shrimp
enchiladas—a crowd favor-
ite—boiled crab legs, lob-
ster, shrimp, and grilled
oysters. Choose between
the Cajun, lemon pepper,
garlic butter, or the “house
sauce” seasonings. If you
come for dinner try offer-
ings from the Michelada
Bar, served in terracotta
mugs and exotic garnish-
es like spicy shrimp or
crawfish. Whiskey, vodka
and tequila, of course, are
also available.

By the time our order
arrived, the restaurant
was packed. It was an
eclectic mix of young and
older couples, small groups
of teens, and men in kha-
kis talking business deals.
The food was fresh, warm
and hearty. Creamy cheese
enchiladas were balanced
by fluffy rice and lightly
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salted beans. We sampled
soft and hard tacos, and
while we enjoyed the fla-
vors of both varieties, the
crispy were edged out by
the soft tortillas despite
their delicious dollops of
sour cream and guacamole.
The barbacoa has the au-
thentic flavor and textures
you would expect and the
carne guisada was an es-
pecially hearty choice for
the cold day. The Alma Lat-
ina barbacoa taco lands on
my best of East Aldine
Management District and
maybe the best of the
Houston area as a whole!

Located on Aldine Mail
Rt., just off 59, Alma Lati-
na is tucked away in an
unassuming small shop-
ping strip. Look for the
peach stucco exterior! Go
early on your way to school
or work for breakfast tacos
or traditional eggs and
pancakes, they open at
7:00 a.m., or stop by late
night (open M-Th, mid-
night; Fri & Sat, 3:00 a.m.).
Parking is limited.

Alma Latina

4920 Aldine Mail Rd.

Houston, TX 77039

San Jacinto Day,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The staff of the San Jacin-
to Battleground, San Ja-
cinto Monument and
Battleship Texas look for-
ward to the recovery phase
of this emergency so we
can again serve the people
of Texas,” said William Ir-

win, Superintendent of the
San Jacinto State Historic
Site. We all look forward
to the reopening of the
park and the museum
when conditions permit.
For updates on the Mu-

ALDINE

seum & Park reopening,
please visit
www.sanjacinto-
museum.org/Visit_Us/.

B

Teacher Job Fair &
April 13 @ 9:00 a.m.

M.0. Campbell Educational Center

S

Great  Great
tudents! salary! location! —

On-site interviews ® No prre-registration required

Submit an employment application in advance at AldinelSD.org




