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Sheriff’s Safety Meeting
draws many residents

9-1-1 Call Center
opens in East Aldine

Harris County leaders gathered for a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony for the Harris County 911 Emergen-
cy Call Center in East Aldine last Friday, April 26.
The 42,000-square-foot facility is a major upgrade
from the current call center operation that has been
victimized by repeated flooding, most recently dur-
ing Hurricane Harvey. The new Harris County 911
Emergency Call Center is part of the 60-acre East
Aldine District Town Center. The elevated building
is designed to operate before, during and after a
Category 4 Hurricane with winds up to 155 mph.

During Hurricane Harvey in 2017, Sheriff ’s Of-
fice call takers were forced to evacuate the current
downtown location after storm waters overwhelmed
Buffalo Bayou and flooded the call center. The call
takers then spent many post-hurricane weeks work-
ing out of the Greater Harris County 911 building
in northwest Harris County.

The new call center boasts a main floor with 72
call-taker consoles and 3 backup generators, one of
which has enough fuel capacity to run the building
on full power for 6 days. It includes staff sleeping
quarters and laundry facilities. The operation is set
to begin fielding calls next week.

¡Ya esta
aquí,
el mejor
premio
para su
buen
gusto!
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The District II Sheriff's
Safety Forum took place on
Apr. 24, 2019 at the East
Aldine Management Of-
fice.

 There were approxi-
mately 25 residents, 5
CPAAA members, and nu-
merous officers present.

Sgt. Scholwinski intro-
duced officers present. He
discussed crimes commit-
ted in D2 and shared crime
statistics for the past year.
Most statistics have shown
a decrease with the excep-
tion of auto theft and bur-
glary of motor vehicles.

Captain Koteras called
these crimes of opportunity:

-Don't leave items in
your vehicles.

- Park your cars in your
garage, if possible.

- Don't leave your vehi-
cles parked on the street.

-Lock your car when get-
ting gas.

Non emergency phone
numbers were given to the
public to use to report con-
cerns or questions.

Director Jaqueline For-
tune discussed the Close-
Watch Harris County app
that public can use to send
crime information. It is
available in English and
Spanish. She also empha-
sized that social media is
for gaining information,
not reporting emergency
situations.

Sgt. Stormer shared info
about the takedown of
game-rooms within the
district and other proper-

ty nuisance issues.
Sgt. Johnson ,Deputy

Tilley, and two ladies from
the Alarm Detail office
gave a short presentation
about home alarms. They
discussed the need to reg-

ister and obtain an alarm
permit, the cost and how to
register on line.

Questions were taken
from the citizens and an-
swered by the deputies.
Refreshments were served.

Sergeants and Deputies with the Harris County
Sherrif’s Office at the community safety meeting
in Aldine.

Alarm Detail office presentation.

LONE STAR COLLEGE
EAST ALDINE CENTER

OPEN HOUSE
Community Awareness Event

Saturday, May 4
10 am to 1 pm

Baker-Ripley Campus
3000 Aldine Mail Route

See Details on Page 8

Harris County leaders, Members of the East Aldine District, and other
offficials held a ribbon curring on Friday to officially open the new Harris
County 9-1-1 Emergency Call Center.

SPEAKERS INCLUDED:

GERALD
OVERTURFF, East
Aldine Chairman

ADRIAN GARCIA,
Pct. 2 Commissioner
and former Sheriff

ED GONZALEZ,
Harris County
Sheriff

LINA HIDALGO,
Harris County
Judge

See More Photos on Page 3.
Continued. See 9-1-1 Call Center, Page 3
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Citizenship
Classes
•SATURDAY,  MAY 11  TO
JULY 6, 2019
ST. CHARLES BORROMEO
CATHOLIC CHURCH
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
501 TIDWELL ROAD
(EVERY  SATURDAY)
HOUSTON, TX.  77022
•SATURDAY,   MAY 11   TO
JULY 6, 2019
EAST ALDINE DISTRICT
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
5333 ALDINE MAIL ROUTE
ROAD
(EVERY  SATURDAY)
HOUSTON, TX.   77039
•SATURDAY,   MAY 11  TO
JULY 6, 2019
ST. LEO THE GREAT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
2131 LAUDER ROAD
(EVERY  SATURDAY )
HOUSTON, TX.  77039
To register, please TEXT
Bonding Against Adversity
at 832-906-4214.
www.bondingagainstadveristy.org

Green Forest
Civic Club
Meeting
The next meeting will be
Tuesday, April 30, 2019 at
6:30 p.m., East Aldine
District, 5333 Aldine Mail
Rte. (next to Jed's Hard-
ware). Guest speaker will
be Selina Valdez, Constitu-
ent Services Liaison for
Harris County Pct 2
Commissioner Adrian
Garcia.  Come meet our
new officers. Meetings are
open to the public. For
more information, please
contact Marina Flores
Sugg at 281-684-9751.

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

Business
Directory

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

•Aldine ISD will adopt
the ACE (Accelerating
Campus Excellence) mod-
el, which uses strategic
staffing and a “whole child”
approach to bring the most
accomplished educators to
the most struggling
schools.

•Several of the state’s
largest and most diverse
districts have implement-
ed the ACE model with
notable success. The dis-
tricts have seen dramatic
academic outcomes in mul-
tiple schools with similar
student demographics as
Aldine ISD.

Two Aldine ISD cam-
puses will start the 2019-
2020 school year using the
Accelerating Campus Ex-
cellence (ACE) model with
the goal of improving stu-
dent outcomes. Goodman
and Worsham Elementary
schools will begin in Au-
gust with new campus
leaders, teachers, and staff
as well as increased fo-
cused support from district
leaders and departments.

Aldine ISD one of 6 Texas school districts selected for
The Holdsworth Center’s 5-year partnership to build strong leadership

Aldine ISD Superintendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney, Board President Steve
Mead and members of the Executive Leadership Team display a cake they
received to announce Aldine has been selected to participate in the The
Holdsworth Center’s 5-year partnership program. Also pictured are Dr.
Tamika Alford-Stephens, Katy Roede, Javier Villarreal, Dr. Selina Chapa,
Dr. Dawn Ayers, Sheleah Reed and Dr. Todd Davis.

Aldine ISD has been se-
lected as one of six Texas
school district to participate
in The Holdsworth Center’s 5-
year partnership focused on
helping public school districts
grow their pipeline of inspir-
ing leaders so that teachers
can thrive and students can
excel on every campus.

The Holdsworth Center is
a leadership institute found-
ed by H-E-B CEO and Chair-
man Charles Butt. Aldine and
the five other Texas school
districts will participate in
the second cohort of the 5-
year partnership.

Joining Aldine ISD are
Spring ISD, Mesquite ISD
(Dallas-Fort Worth), Harlin-
gen CISD (Rio Grande Val-
ley), Judson ISD (San
Antonio) and Lockhart ISD
(Central Texas).

With the announcement of
these six districts, the Hold-
sworth Partnership now ex-
tends to two cohorts
comprising 13 public school
districts. By the end of their
five-year partnership, more
than 1,400 educational lead-
ers across 277 schools in Tex-

as will have been impacted.
 Holdsworth staff selected

the six districts based upon
willingness and ability to
change, as well as level of
commitment to growing and
developing a pipeline of lead-
ers. To ensure a diverse co-
hort, staff also considered
each district’s student popu-
lation and geographic loca-
tion.

Any Texas public school
district with a student popu-
lation of 6,000 or more was
eligible to apply through a
written application, which
was followed by in-depth site
visits to 14 finalist districts
earlier this year. The other
eight district finalists were:
Abilene ISD, Brazosport ISD
(Gulf Coast), Brownsville
ISD, Midland ISD, North East
ISD (San Antonio), San Ange-
lo ISD, San Antonio ISD and
Waco ISD. Holdsworth is ac-
tively exploring ways to best
partner with small and rural
districts educating less than
6,000 students.

See Leadership, Page 3

Aldine ISD Board Trust-
ee Patricia Ann Bourgeois’
Groom-A-Kid Foundation
is hosting its second Annu-
al High School Senior Tux-
edo Drive.

Ms. Bourgeois asks com-
munity members to lend a

Houston, TX (April 25,
2019) — Lone Star Col-
lege-North Harris Presi-
dent Dr. Gerald Fernandez
Napoles is one of 10 com-
munity college presidents
recently elected to serve on
the American Association
of Community Colleges
(AACC) board of directors.

 “I am excited to be
elected by my colleagues
from across the country to
serve and lead on behalf of
more than 1,100 member
colleges and 12 million stu-
dents,” said Dr. Napoles.
“As a former community
college student and cur-
rent community college
president, I will continue
to do my best to represent
the needs of our students,
our colleges, and our com-
munities.”

Napoles was nominated
to the board by Lone Star
College Chancellor
Stephen C. Head, Ph.D.,
who also has served on the
AACC board.

“I am honored to be
nominated by Dr. Head, as
he has proven expertise in
seeing the future needs of
higher education and the
role community colleges
provide in growing the
economy,” Napoles said.  “I
plan to follow his lead and
strive to ensure everyone
enjoys the benefits provid-
ed by a strong community
college education.”

 AACC represents the
nation’s more than 1,100
community colleges and is
governed by a 32-member
board of directors. The re-
maining newly elected
board members are:

•  Joy Gates Black, Pres-
ident, Delaware County
Community College

• Brent Knight, Presi-
dent, Lansing Community
College in Michigan

• Anne Kress, Presi-
dent, Monroe Community
College in New York

•  Sandra Massey,
Chancellor, Arkansas

Aldine ISD to launch Accelerating
Campus Excellence (ACE) model at
two elementary campuses in the Fall

These two campuses,
called ACE Demonstration
Schools, will be used as
models to significantly in-
crease student achieve-
ment across Aldine ISD.

The ACE model, which
has been applied in sever-
al districts throughout the
state including Dallas ISD,
Fort Worth ISD, Garland
ISD and Richardson ISD,
is designed to bring the
most accomplished educa-
tors to the most struggling
schools. Along with effec-
tive leadership, other pil-
lars of the model include
instructional excellence,
an extended school day,
social and emotional sup-
ports for students and staff
and increased parent and
community partnerships.
Financial incentives to at-
tract and retain highly-ef-
fective educators, along
with specialized training
and extra professional de-
velopment for campus
leaders and teachers are
also part of the ACE mod-

el.
“To ensure we are serv-

ing all of our students at
the highest level, we must
take BOLD action to dra-
matically improve student
outcomes. The ACE model
has proven successful in
other districts and we an-
ticipate that by executing
the model with fidelity, we
will transform how we
serve our students -- not
just students at Goodman
and Worsham, but all Al-
dine ISD students,” said
Aldine ISD Superinten-
dent Dr. LaTonya Goffney.
“Our ACE Demonstration
Schools will allow us to il-
lustrate that it IS possible
for all our students to suc-
ceed, regardless of their
backgrounds.”

Goodman and Worsham
were selected as ACE cam-
puses based on various
data points including his-
torical student achieve-
ment data, attendance
rates, discipline referrals,
and mobility rates.

LSC-NH President
Napoles elected to
national college board

State University – New-
port

• Phil Neal, President,
Southcentral Kentucky
Community and Technical
College

• Joseph Schaffer, Pres-
ident, Laramie County
Community College in Wy-
oming

• Sheree Utash, Presi-
dent, WSU Tech in Kansas

• Charlotte Warren,
President, Lincoln Land
Community College in Il-
linois

• Kristine Young, Presi-
dent, Orange County Com-
munity College in New
York

The new board mem-
bers will begin their terms
on July 1 and join 22 ex-
isting members.

“The AACC board of di-
rectors acts on behalf of
our member colleges to cre-
ate and maintain a vision
for AACC and to advocate
on behalf of the communi-
ty colleges we serve,” said
Walter G. Bumphus, AACC
president and CEO.  “We
are thrilled to have these
esteemed colleagues join
the board and know they
will bring their unique tal-
ents and leadership to ad-
vance the nation’s
community colleges in
Washington, DC and
throughout the country.”

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers
Repair or Replace. We also repair

broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378
36-tfn

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

TREE SERVICE

08-tfn

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING SERVICES

Dr. Gerald Napoles

Aldine ISD Board Trustee  seeks
community help to provide seniors
with a tuxedo for prom

hand to Aldine ISD seniors
who need a tuxedo for their
big night out with friends
from their graduating
class.

Interested individuals
who would like to donate
can call Al’s Formal Wear-

Deerbrook location, (281)
446-0126. The store has
basic tuxedo packages
available. Simply mention
Aldine ISD to make a tux-
edo rental donation and
Al’s Formal Wear will do
the rest!

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield
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Your neighborhood groomer
at an affordable price!

Furrytails Dog Grooming
407 NOONDAY LANE, HOUSTON TX 77060

281-445-9780
www.furrytdg.com

Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 6:00 pm
Sat 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

Services Available: • Flea & Tick Dips • Full Bath &
Blow Dry • Nail Trims • Hair Style per Your

Instructions • Teeth Brushing • Dog Accessories •

Aldine Bender

Aldine Mail

Noonday

Lillja

➢

“We look forward to invest-
ing in and supporting district
and campus leaders in these
six systems as they work to
grow as leaders, strengthen
schools and districts and
drive excellent and equitable
results for every student,”
said Dr. Lindsay Whorton,
president of The Holdsworth
Center. “We are grateful to ev-
ery district who applied. Se-
lecting only six districts was
extremely difficult, and
through our visits we were in-
spired by and optimistic
about the excellent work be-
ing done in schools across
Texas.”

The Holdsworth Partner-
ship is centered on two core
investments in leadership at
the district and campus lev-
els.

This summer, the superin-
tendent and a team of five
other leaders from central of-
fice will embark on the two-
year District Leadership
Program, a learning journey
that includes sessions with
some of the nation’s top lead-
ership experts and site visits
to study high-performing or-
ganizations in the U.S. and
abroad. Over the five-year
partnership, District Leaders
work together to build and

Leadership,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S

implement robust talent
management systems with
help from embedded Hold-
sworth staff who provide sup-
port tailored to the unique
needs of each district.

In the second year, princi-
pal supervisors, principals,
assistant principals and
teachers begin the 2-year
Campus Leadership Pro-
gram, a learning journey sim-
ilar to District Leaders. Each
campus team works on a sig-
nificant challenge tied to
school culture and student
outcomes. Rolled out in phas-
es, the program aims to serve
50 percent of campuses in
each partner district.

Apart from in-state trans-
portation costs, all program-
ming and support are covered
by The Holdsworth Center. In
2020, learning sessions will
move to The Holdsworth Cen-
ter’s new campus on the
shores of Lake Austin, a
peaceful setting where educa-
tors can focus on learning and
reflection.

The announcement of the
second cohort comes shortly
after 42 District Leaders
graduated from Holdsworth’s
inaugural District Leader-
ship Program. The first cohort
includes Lamar CISD and

Klein ISD (Houston area),
Southwest ISD (San Antonio),
Round Rock ISD (Central Tex-
as), Pharr-San Juan-Alamo
ISD (Rio Grande Valley), and
Grand Prairie ISD and Arling-
ton ISD (Dallas-Fort Worth).

“Holdsworth has impacted
our district inside and out,”
said Dr. Joffery Jones, execu-
tive director of campus safety
and support at Klein ISD.
“We've employed programs and
change that will forever be
with the district. I tell people
all the time that Holdsworth is
different. You can't participate
in this program and not grow
as a professional.”

The Holdsworth Center
Founded by Charles Butt

in January 2017, The Hold-
sworth Center partners with
Texas public school districts
to cultivate a pipeline of dy-
namic and inspired leaders
so that teachers thrive and
students excel in every class-
room. The Center makes a
deep investment in partici-
pating districts, working
with each for a five-year pe-
riod and including both dis-
trict and campus leaders
throughout partnership. For
more information, visit
 www.holdsworthcenter.org.

“Radiance Chapter
#1045, a non-profit organi-
zation, founded by Miss
Tiawona Osborne-Davis
was recognized along with
her team at the Aldine ISD

Radiance Chapter
organization recognized

Houston police are in-
vestigating a fatal crash at
3700 Parker Road about
3:50 a.m. on April 25.

According to Houston
Police Officials, a man was
driving a silver Dodge
Charger eastbound when
it is believed he fell asleep
and failed to maintain a
single lane.  The vehicle
crossed the westbound
lanes of the roadway, went
into a ditch, rolled and
landed on its roof.

Paramedics pronounced
the male driver and a fe-
male passenger deceased
at the scene.  A male pas-
senger, 30, was transport-
ed to Lyndon B. Johnson
Hospital with serious inju-
ries.

Pictured R to L - Connie Esparza, Aldine ISD VP; Quea’Hanna Davis; Aisha
Shepard; Tiawona Osborne-Davis; Frances Carter; Shanice Davis; Knia Davis;
Dr. Charlotte J. Davis, Director of Guidance, Counseling and At-Risk Students

April Board Meeting for
the support that they pro-
vided to Aldine ISD and its
students as a business
partner. Aldine ISD Board
Vice President Connie Es-

parza was instrumental in
facilitating this newly-es-
tablished partnership that
will continue to serve Aldi-
ne students”.

Police investigate fatal
crash at Parker Road

The identities of one
male, 57, and one female
victim, 30, are pending ver-
ification by the Harris

Officials at the accident scene

County Institute of Foren-
sic Sciences.

The investigation is con-
tinuing.

Family Day at Turner Park
The 12th Annual Fam-

ily Day in the Park, was
held last Saturday, April
13 at Sylvester Turner
Park in Acres Homes.

Sylvester Turner
started Family Day in
2008 when he was a
state representative.
Thanks to sponsors,
there is free food,
games, music, senior ac-
tivities and baseball.

Family day features
three stages of mustic and
other entertainment. J.
Paul Jr. and the Zydeco
Nubreeds, Carver High
School Performing Arts
Students, Luna Llena Mar-
iachi Band, Rhodes School
Drumline, Teo Chew Tem-
ple lion dancers, Tiger
Rock Martial Arts, and
more.

There were inflatable

games, little train rides,
facepainting, and a se-
niors tent. The Zoomo-
bile brought animals, and
the Library brought its
mobile van.

The MLB/Houston As-
tros Youth Academy held
baseball games on thre
fields. Plenty of free
food, music, and fun for
all.

Mayor Turner with Armando
Walle Sr. and Jr.

Music by J. Paul Jr. & the Zydeco Nubreeds

Family Day featured fun for
the kids.

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo, with the
Walle family, attended the event.

Aldine student at Garcia
MS collapses, dies

Aldine ISD officials are
investigating the death of
a sixth-grade student at
Garcia Middle School on
Thursday, April 25.

Reports says that he
collapsed during his ath-
letic period, and school
staff and the school nurse

tried to revive him with
CPR and a defibrillator.
Despite efforts to save him,
he passed away.

Aldine ISD had addi-
tional counselors assigned
on Friday, and issued a
statement of condolence. A
cause was not known.

Fatal Shooting at
Northeast home

Police are investigating
a fatal shooting of a man
Sunday afternoon at 9900
Aldine Westfield. Police
said that a woman told
them her nephew shot her
husband. He was taken
into custody, but the rea-
son for the shooting was
not released.

9-1-1 Call Center Opens,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The New Harris County 9-1-1 Emergency Call Center is a two story, 42,000 square foot
building, hardened to withstand hurricanes, floods, and other emergencies while its
workers handle calls for help.

The Main Floor of the new Call Center has 72 positions
with 6 screen technology, to allow the center to handle
higher volumes of calls. The old center had only about
30 positions, according to the Sheriff.

WELCOMING RE-
MARKS were made by
the speakers prior to the
ribbon cutting.

Gerald Overturff,
chairman of the East Al-
dine District, which is the
developer of the 60 acre
Town Center, welcomed
the addition of this Coun-
ty Facility to the Aldine
Community.

Judge Lina Hidalgo
spoke about the building
setting a higher standard
for the county, “this is the
future, a more resilient
Harris County.”

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez
thanked all those who
worked as a team to plan
and build the facility. He
said the old downtown
building was rat infested
and flood prone. He said
this modern workplace is
more efficient, more effec-
tive, and contains more
modern technology.

Pct. 2 Commissioner
Adrian Garcia recalled the
work his team put into the
planning when he was
sheriff, and how proud he
is of the new facility and
the fact that it is being

built in his Precinct. He
congratulated the East
Aldine District for the
vision and leadership
that they took to realize
the Town Center, which
will change Aldine.

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks ***Sorry No Passes             CLOSED CAPTION

**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6pm. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 • Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 pm

General Admission $7.50 • 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted  BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 • Theater 281-874-1141 • www.pccmovies.com

* AVENGERS: ENDGAME (PG-13) -
3 hr. 2 mins.  1:00pm, 9:00pm
Spanish Dubbed
* AVENGERS: ENDGAME (PG-13) -
3 hr. 2 mins.  10:00am, 12:00pm,
1:30pm, 2:00pm, 3:00pm, 4:00pm,
5:30pm, 6:00pm, 8:00pm, 9:30pm,
10:00pm
* AVENGERS: ENDGAME 3D (PG-
13) - 3 hr. 2 mins.  11:00am, 5:00pm,
7:00pm
* THE CURSE OF LA LLORONA (R)
11:45am, 2:00pm, 4:15pm, 6:30pm,
8:45pm  Spanish Dubbed
* THE CURSE OF LA LLORONA (R)
12:15pm, 2:30pm, 4:45pm, 7:00pm,
9:15pm
* BREAKTHROUGH (PG)
11:00am, 1:45pm, 4:30pm, 7:15pm,
10:00pm

* BREAKTHROUGH (PG)   6:45pm,
9:30pm   Spanish Dubbed
PENGUINS (G)   12:35pm, 3:00pm
HELLBOY (R)   5:30pm, 8:45pm
LITTLE (PG-13)   11:30am, 2:00pm,
4:30pm, 7:00pm, 9:30pm
PET SEMATARY (R)
11:15am, 1:45pm, 4:15pm
SHAZAM! (PG-13)
11:45am, 5:45pm
* SHAZAM! 3D (PG-13)
2:45pm, 8:45pm
DUMBO (PG)
10:30am, 4:00pm, 9:00pm
* DUMBO 3D (PG)
1:15pm, 6:30pm
US (R)   11:00am, 1:45pm, 4:30pm,
7:15pm, 10:00pm
NO MANCHES FRIDA 2 (R)
11:30am, 2:00pm, 4:30pm, 7:00pm,
9:30pm

FRIDAY–WEDNESDAY 4/26-5/1

Opens THURSDAY,  May 2
* THE INTRUDER (PG13)  7:00   9:30
* UGLYDOLLS (PG) 4:00  6:30  9:00

MOVIES have Stadium Seating &
Closed Caption & Audio Description
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TEXAS

SENATE NEWS
By Richard Lee

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

(Austin)  The Senate
Education committee
gave the public its first
look at that chamber's
proposal for sweeping
education finance
reform on Thursday.
The bill would include
property tax relief, a
teacher pay raise, and
funding provisions
aimed at making the
system more equitable
and effective.  Commit-
tee chair and Friend-
swood Senator Larry
Taylor says the plan
focuses resources on
those students that
need the most help.
"Our largest demo-
graphic now in Texas
in our student popula-
tion is kids who qualify
for free and reduced
lunch, right at 60
percent," said Taylor.
"That's also our fastest
growing demographic
and unfortunately,
historically, that's also
been our least educat-
ed. So obviously that
paradigm cannot
continue on that path
or we will not be the
Texas in the very near
future that we are
today."

To provide more
resources for those at-
risk students, the bill
increases funding for
compensatory educa-
tion to serve districts
with high populations
of low-income students.
There's more money for
early education
through 3rd grade,
including money for
full-day pre-K for all
districts, in order to
meet critical 3rd grade
reading standards.
More funds would go
towards improving
post-secondary readi-
ness, to increase the
number of high school
graduates ready for
college, the workforce
or the military.  The
bill increases the basic
allotment, the funda-
mental variable in the
formula calculations
that determine how
much funding districts
are entitled to, from
$5140 to $5880.  "The
basic allotment is the
most equitable thing
we can do in our
system," said Taylor.
"By increasing that,
you're increasing
equity, reducing
recapture, and those
types of things."  The
bill also includes
additional funding for a
number of other
student populations,
such as those with
dyslexia and those still
mastering English.

Another provision in
the bill would reform
how Texas measures
student achievement.
The bill would move
from the current
standardized STAAR
tests to a series of
shorter tests, adminis-
tered on-line, over the
next three to five years.
This solves a lot of
problems with the
current system, said
Taylor, allowing for
shorter tests that don't
take up an entire
school day and flexibili-
ty to test students at
the beginning and end
of the school year, to
better gauge individual
student needs as the
semester starts and

Ask Rusty:
Windfall
Elimination
Provision (WEP)
affects state
retiree

Dear Rusty: I have a
question in regard to the
"windfall act." I am receiving a
pension from the State of
Nevada. I retired from the State,
and did not pay into Social
Security, but I worked in the
private sector before and am
currently working in the private
sector. My question is: How
much "penalty" will I be subject
to when I decide to finally hang it
up? Signed: State Retiree

Dear State Retiree: The
State of Nevada is one of 27
states which, for all or some
employee categories, do not
participate in the Federal Social
Security (SS) program; rather
their State pensions are
designed to provide a retirement
benefit in lieu of Social Security.
Because you receive a Nevada
state pension and have also
worked in the private sector long
enough to be entitled to a Social
Security (SS) benefit, your SS
retirement benefit, when you
claim it, may be reduced by the
Windfall Elimination Provision
(WEP), with the amount of
reduction based upon how many
years of substantial SS-covered
earnings you have. If you have
20 or fewer years of SS-covered
employment, here’s how WEP
will affect your Social Security
benefit:

Your actual benefit amount is
based upon your “primary
insurance amount” (PIA), which
is computed using the average
monthly earnings from the 35
highest earning years over your
lifetime, known as your Average
Indexed Monthly Earnings or
“AIME” (only earnings up to the
maximum payroll tax cap for
each year are counted). Your
PIA is the Social Security benefit
you are entitled to at your full
retirement age. Normally, when
WEP doesn’t apply, your Social
Security benefit amount is
computed by taking the monthly
average of those 35 inflation-
adjusted years of earnings (your
AIME) and using a standard
formula to arrive at your PIA.
That formula includes using 90%
of the first part (called a “bend
point”) of your AIME to be the
first portion of three used to
arrive at your PIA amount. For
those first becoming eligible for
benefits in 2019 (usually at age
62) that first bend point is $926,
which means that $833 (90%)
would normally be the first
contribution to your PIA. But
when WEP applies, the formula
is different; instead of using 90%
of that first bend point, if you had
20 or less years of covered-SS
substantial earnings they use
40%, which would mean that the
first bend point would add $370
to your PIA amount instead of
$833, a reduction of $463.
Remember that the bend points
used are those for your year of
Social Security eligibility, not for
the year you claim benefits.

The percentage used to
compute that first “bend point”
goes up by 5% for each year
over 20 years of substantial SS-
covered earnings you have - for
example, if you have 22 years of
SS-covered substantial
earnings, the formula would use
a 50% multiplier instead of 40%.
And at 30 years of SS-covered
earnings you’re no longer
affected by WEP. WEP can’t
reduce your PIA by more than
half of your NV pension amount,
and there is also a maximum
WEP reduction which might
apply. And finally, please note
that any benefit estimates you
might get from Social Security
now will not include the WEP
reduction, which will be applied
only when you actually claim
your Social Security benefits.

This article is intended for
information purposes only and
does not represent legal or
financial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpretations
of the AMAC Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association (NSSA). NSSA and
the AMAC Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social Security
Administration or any other
governmental entity. To submit a
question, visit our website or
email us.

AUSTIN — After Easter
weekend, conferees for the
Texas House and Senate
must work out differences
in the two chambers’ ver-
sions of a fiscal 2020-2021
state budget to send to Gov.
Greg Abbott.

Concurrence is required
on how to spend an esti-
mated $250 billion in rev-
enue available to fund the
state’s fiscal years 2020-
2021. Once an agreement
has been reached, the bud-
get bill will be subject to an
up or down vote in each
chamber before it is for-
warded to the governor’s
office for final approval.

Speaker Dennis Bonnen
on April 15 named five
House members to a con-
ference committee tasked
with negotiating an agree-
ment. He chose House Ap-
propriations Committee
Chair John Zerwas, R-
Richmond; and Reps. Greg
Bonnen, R-Friendswood;
Sarah Davis, R-West Uni-
versity Place; Oscar Longo-
ria, D-Mission; and
Armando Walle, D-Hous-
ton.

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick,
who presides over the Sen-
ate, on April 17 named five
conferees — all Republi-
cans: Senate Finance Com-
mittee Chair Jane Nelson
of Flower Mound, and
Sens. Larry Taylor of
Friendswood, Joan Huff-
man of Houston, Lois
Kolkhorst of Brenham and
Robert Nichols of Jackson-
ville.

Nelson, in a report post-
ed by the Senate News Ser-
vice, looked forward to the
work, saying: "Both cham-
bers prioritized property
tax relief and public edu-
cation and I am confident
we can finalize a budget
that helps homeowners
who are struggling with
rising property taxes and
make sure our schools
have the resources needed
to give teachers a raise and
prepare our students for
success."

While the House and
Senate versions of the bud-
get both set aside an addi-
tional $9 billion for
property tax relief, teach-
er pay and education, the
House version appropri-
ates $251 billion in all
funds, including $116.5 bil-

Conference committee
to work out differences
in state budget

lion in general revenue
and $2.3 billion from the
Economic Stabilization
(“Rainy Day”) Fund. In
contrast, the Senate ver-
sion appropriates $247.7
billion in all funds, includ-
ing $116.8 billion in gen-
eral Revenue and no
dollars from the Rainy Day
Fund.

Property tax bill
moves

The Senate’s property
tax reform bill, SB 2,
passed the Senate on April
15, was referred to the
House Committee on Ways
and Means for consider-
ation.

The vote on final pas-
sage in the Senate was 18-
12, with Sen. Kel Seliger,
R-Amarillo, joining Demo-
crats in voting against the
measure. One Democrat,
Sen. Eddie Lucio of
Brownsville, was listed as
“present not voting.”

SB 2 would change what
is now known as the effec-
tive tax rate, that rate at
which the entity would
earn the exact same
amount of revenue as in
the previous year, would be
renamed to the "no-new-
revenue" tax rate. It would
also change the term "roll-
back rate" to "voter-ap-
proved rate." Also, rollback
elections would be trig-
gered automatically when
rate increases exceed the
new limits and would be
placed on the November
ballot, the Texas Senate
News Service reported.

Dubbed “The Property
Tax Reform and Relief Act
of 2019,” the bill’s main
goals are to:

(1) Lower the rollback
rate from 8 percent to 3.5

percent for most taxing ju-
risdictions and 2.5 percent
for school districts;

(2) Require an automat-
ic tax ratification election
if the rollback rate is ex-
ceeded, eliminating the
petition requirement in
current statute;

(3) Make information
about the tax rates pro-
posed by local taxing units
more accessible to proper-
ty owners and more time-
ly; and

(4) Make it easier for
property owners to express
their opinions about pro-
posed tax rates to local
elected officials before tax
rates are adopted.

Gov. Abbott, in lauding
the movement of SB 2, said
he is looking forward to
working with Lt. Gov.
Patrick, Senate Property
Tax Committee Chair Paul
Bettencourt, R-Houston,
Speaker Bonnen and
House Ways and Means
Chair Dustin Burrows, R-
Lubbock, and the entire
Legislature “to provide
lasting property tax relief
for all Texans.”

Disaster declaration
issued

Gov. Greg Abbott on
April 17 issued a State Di-
saster Declaration for nine
Texas counties impacted
by recent severe weather,
including thunderstorms
and tornadoes that caused
widespread property dam-
age and the loss of life.

In the declaration, Ab-
bott authorized the use of
all available resources of
state government and of
political subdivisions to aid
in response efforts.

“As a result of severe
weather over the weekend,
Texas is taking action to
ensure those impacted
have the resources they
need to recover as quickly
as possible,” said Abbott
said.

Counties included in the
disaster declaration are:
Cherokee, Freestone,
Houston, Leon, Madison,
Nacogdoches, San August-
ine, Shelby and Robertson.

Early voting to be
conducted

Texas Secretary of State
David Whitley, the state's
chief elections officer, on
April 19 encouraged eligi-
ble voters to take advan-
tage of the early voting
period ahead of the May 4
election.

Early voting begins on
Monday, April 22, and ends
on Tuesday, April 30. Vot-
ers across the state will be
casting ballots in local po-
litical subdivision elec-
tions, including those for
mayor, city council, school
board, municipal utility
districts and other local
entities.

how they progress
through the term.

For teachers, the bill
includes a $5000
annual pay raise for all
public school teachers
in the state, and
provides funding for an
optional performance-
based pay scale.
Taylor says a similar
program in Dallas
showed impressive
results in improving
outcomes at some of
the districts most low-
performing campuses.
Under the bill, the best
educators who work at
the most challenging
campuses could earn as
much as $32000 more
per year, if they teach
in a participating
district.

As far as property
tax cuts, the bill
increases the home-
stead exemption from
$25,000 to $40,000 and
compresses local
property tax rates by
eight cents in the first
year, and 15 cents in
year two. To pay for it,
the bill contemplates a
one percent increase in
the state sales tax,
though voters would
first have to authorize
it by approving an
enabling amendment
to the state constitu-
tion.  Lawmakers are
also considering a
number of other
revenue sources to
offset revenue lost from
a property tax reduc-
tion.

Dallas Senator Royce
West told colleagues
this bill represents the
potential for significant
and critically needed
reforms to the Texas
public education
system.  "If Texas is
going to continue to try
to be number one in
providing education
opportunities, we've
got to make these
transformative changes
and make certain that
they're stable for the
next 10, 20, 30 years,"
he said.  West asked
stakeholders to bring
solutions to issues they
have with the bill,
instead of just a list of
disagreements.  Taylor
told members he
doesn’t intend to hold a
vote on the bill until
next week at the
earliest. "This is not
going to be a rushed
project," he said.
"We’re going to have
time to be thoughtful
on this and take input
from our members and
others."

The Senate will
reconvene Monday,
April 29 at 11 a.m.

Senate unveils draft
school finance
reform pla n

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC
Certified Social
Security
Advisor Russell
Gloor
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Our team is called
The Avengers, this team
is composed of children
ages 4-21 yrs. old that
have mental and/or
physical disabilities.
They “assembled” in the
North Houston area at
NHA Park with only
four players in 2015,
fast forward to 2019 our
team now has 14 play-
ers! These kids are so
amazing! Nothing holds
them back. After all the
trials and tribulations of
life that they have to
face on a daily basis,
they still get to come to-
gether for a short while
and have fun. Our goal
is to grow and give ev-
ery child a place to play
where they can feel ac-
cepted without any
judgment. We provide a
no bully zone at our
park and the Avengers
are the heart and soul of
NHA Park. Our children
love the sport of baseball
and when they come to-
gether to play they don't
see their disabilities.
They get to have the fun
and acceptance that ev-
ery child longs for, but
most importantly they
have no limits. To us
they are the real HE-
ROES.

OUR NEEDS
Due to their diagno-

sis, some kids are not
able to play the game
without assistance. We
use “buddies” to help
and protect them during
practices and games.
These “buddies” help
with batting, catching,
base running, and if
needed will assist with
t h e i r  w a l k e r s  a n d
wheelchairs. Since this
year we have just about

THE AVENGERS - STORY OF A SPECIAL TEAM
doubled in size, at the
moment we are in need
of more “buddies” to
help our team during
practice and games. We
also need a sponsors to
help offset the costs of
equipment, uniforms,
and other team festivi-
ties. We would like to
have a field that is ac-
cessible for mobility de-
vices, such as walkers
and wheelchairs, where
it would be easily acces-
sible in any weather, as
well as having bath-
rooms that accommo-
date their needs.

Some of our Players

Fernanda Garcia, 7 yrs. old. She loves
music, singing, and playing. Her favorite foods
are hot dogs, French fries, and fruits and veg-
etables. She enjoys watching Disney movies,
playing with her stuffed teddies and Barbie
dolls. She was diagnosed with Autism and she
has trouble with fine motor skills. Sometimes
she doesn’t know how to express her emotions
and is not able to recognize danger. For the
past 3 yrs, The Avengers team has helped
Fernanda to have more friends and to know
that she is capable of playing baseball like
any other kid. She has learned to throw and

catch the ball, and just learned how to hit off a pitch. She really enjoys
playing with The Avengers.

Daniel “Dano” Alexander Sifuentes, 9 yrs
old. He loves baseball, dancing, playing out-
side, and his tablet. His favorite conversation
topics are pirates, ships (Titanic), dinosaurs,
and space. Daniel was diagnosed with Autism
Spectrum Disorder, Sensory Processing Dis-
order, and Developmental Delay. Some of his
challenges are fine and gross motor skills,
speech, and sometimes social events. Daniel
has been part of The Avengers since 2016 and
he absolutely loves it, especially because he
gets a chance to interact with his team mates
and coaches. For the past 3 yrs, he has grad-
uated from the tee to a pitch and he abso-
lutely enjoys it every time. His face just lights

up every time the bat comes in contact with the ball.

Regina Nañez, 6 yrs old. She loves to play
with her baby dolls and stroller. She was
diagnosed with a Genetic Disorder and has
challenges doing a lot of things. This is her
second year with The Avengers and she
loves it. She used to be very shy and now
has learned that it is ok to interact with
others, now she even looks forward to prac-
tice days to play baseball.

Juan Carlos Guevara, 13 yrs. old. He
loves to play baseball, basketball, and vid-
eo games. Juan was diagnosed with Au-
tism and he struggles with his fine motor
skills and a little bit with speech. He loves
The Avengers because he gets to interact
more with his team mates and even re-
minds his mom about the practices so that
he does miss any of them. Juan has been
with The Avengers since the beginning.

He has improved so much over the years that he now hits home-runs
off a pitch.

Emanuel “Manny” Lopez, 4 yrs old. He loves
music, singing, dancing, and playing baseball. He
was diagnosed with Down Syndrome and is a very
sweet and caring boy. This is his first season with
the team and just in the past couple of months of
the season, he has learned to hit the ball off the
tee and he loves it.

Avengers Team
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SEMI-RETIRED
Handyman will do
carpentry,
painting, roof
repairs, mobile
homes, pressure
washing. Lifetime
Houstonian.
713-754-0923.
Don.          16-tfn

THE FRUGAL FROGTHE FRUGAL FROG
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CLASSIFIEDCL
AS

SI
FI

ED

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Part Time Position available for

Newspaper ad sales person for the
Aldine and North Channel areas.
Set your own hours. Commission
basis means you can earn more.
Bilingual helpful. Car required.

Send resume to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a

local newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches
more readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are
$10.00 per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢
per word plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if
required. Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for
supporting our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

713-266-3444           email: nenewsroom@aol.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS:
SGT 2000 Motor
Freight Inc. Company
Earn Up To $.45 p/
mile. O/O Earn Up To
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E. Sign On Bo-
nus $5000*
Company – Owner
Operators
713-674-2076

               18-4

Classified Ads,
Call

713-266-3444

Community Outreach Programs
“Helping Others Help Themselves”

Immigration Education and Integration Program
Citizenship Classes - Parenting Education

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Text to: 832-906.4214
Phone: 281-799.9076

marianas@bondingagainstadversity.org

RECENT DEATHS

Mollie Boone
Kimi Everett
Paula Cordell Soontiraratn
Truman “T.J” Blazek

www.NENewsroom.com

Take Pride in
our

Community
 Keep it Clean

grass blade is removed in
a single mowing. Letting
grass grow tall and then
cutting it back to a low
height reduces turf densi-
ty, allowing weed seeds to
germinate and grow more
easily. It is especially im-
portant to mow a lawn
more frequently in the
spring, when the grass is
growing faster.”

 Fifth: the fertilizers.
Improving the soil organi-
cally can be done by add-
ing corn gluten, if you’d
rather not add chemicals.
Fertilizers for lawns
should be fairly high in ni-
trogen; buying a fertilizer
specifically for lawns takes
care of that issue, but if you
see the set of three num-
bers on the bags, you need
a high number on the first

Garden,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

one and low on the other
two, like 10-0-0.  And
READ THE INSTRUC-
TIONS ON THE BAG FOR
SPREADING.

Now, we finally get to
the “weed and feed” topic!
To deal with the cool
weather weeds you see in
January, you need to do the
job in September/October.
Most of the weed and feed
products focus on pre-
emergent weeds, so once
you see the weeds in the
lawn, it’s too late for weed
and feed.  Can’t tell how
many times I’ve explained
this to folks, but it’s the
main answer to dealing
with weeds in the future
for all the lawn lovers out
there.  Feeding the lawn in
the spring is fine, when the
grass breaks dormancy,
but unless the bag says it’s
helping with warm weath-
er weeds, a weed and feed
product won’t do you much
good.  And the weed and
feed products DO NOT

work on grasses like crab-
grass, because if they do,
they will kill your St. Au-
gustine as well.  They’re
both grasses, after all.

Which then leads us to
herbicides. If you are an
alert lawn person who pa-
trols constantly, hand-pull-
ing is the ideal way to
catch weeds.  If you im-
prove the soil, and mow at
the correct height and fre-
quency, you’ve pretty much
covered all the things you
can do without resorting to
organic or chemical con-
trols.

Herbicides are de-
signed to kill anything
that’s a plant, pure and
simple.  They are not spe-
cific to the weed you have
next to your prize rose-
bush; it will take them
both and ask no questions.
Overspray of herbicides on
plants is another of the
most frequent questions

we get about “what’s wrong
with my plant?”  So work
wisely.  Herbicides list the
kinds of weeds they kill, so
read the labels and know
your weeds. Follow the di-
rections.  Don’t spray on
windy days.  Cut the bot-
tom out of a bucket or a
box, place it directly over
a weed you want gone, and
spray into the box so there
is no overspray. Don’t over-
do it; if you treat Mother
Nature badly, she’ll re-
spond in kind.

Ruben Rodriguez S.
Emeterio Garza Berlanga
Santos O. Meza
JUanita Wigginton

Toss it into
the can.

It’s a
neat
idea.
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Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 281-449-9945

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

ANDY
ELIZARDO
PLUMBING

Master Plumber
All types of

Plumbing Repairs
and Drain
Cleaning.

Discount for Seniors.
CALL for FREE

ESTIMATE
281-441-3390

17-4 TFN

PLUMBING

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250
VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392
PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE Business
Directory

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

TREE SERVICES
FREE Estimates  • Over 20 years Exp.

Mr. Lopez TREE SERVICE
 *AFFORDABLE PRICES *

Removal, Cutting, Pruning,
Trimming, Topping,

Stump Grinding

J. Lopez 281-827-5978 Call or Text

10-
TFN

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

Did You Know?
Small Ads get

attention, and are
economical

Call 713-266-3444

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

ROOFING

WWW.ALAMOROOFING.COM
281-452-6355

Mercer Botanic
Gardens May luncheon

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey---

1. Is the book of Judges in the
Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. From 2 Corinthians 3:17,
"Now the Lord is that Spirit: and
where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is ..."? Independence,
Freedom, Patriotism, Liberty

3. Which scripture contains,
"Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death"?
Ruth 4:10, Job 7:2, Psalm 23:4,
Amos 1:1

4. Though lame on both feet,
what descendant of Saul
continually ate at King David's
table? Mareshah, Methusael,
Micah, Mephibosheth

5. Under what type of tree
would the children of Israel come
to Deborah for judging? Palm,
Sycamore, Fig, Cypress

6. From Matthew 8, who was
the first woman that Jesus
healed? Paul's sister, Naomi,
Peter's mother-in-law, Deborah

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2)
Liberty; 3) Psalm 23:4; 4)
Mephibosheth; 5) Palm; 6)
Peter's mother-in-law.

Lunch Bunch: Snake
Identification. Wednesday, May
8, from noon to 2 p.m.Clinton
and Michelle Pustejovsky of
Texas Snakes present an
interactive class on how to
identify snakes, snake safety,
and what to do if you are bitten
by a venomous snake.
Venomous snakes and common
nonvenomous snakes will be on
site for participants to view.
Participants should bring a lunch
and dress for the weather. Lunch

Bunch is a free program offered
at Mercer’s East Side Gardens
and is recommended for
participants ages 12 and older.

Mercer Botanic Gardens is
one mile north of FM 1960 at
22306 Aldine Westfield Road in
Humble, 77338. To register,
seek additional information or
request special assistance, in
any of the following programs,
contact Mercer at 713-274-4160.
Visit Mercer online
atwww.hcp4.net/parks/mercer.

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print
Newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

REMODELING

Samford Remodeling
Free Estimate •  25 yrs Experience

Home Repairs  • Dry Wall   • Carpentry
Roofing  •  Countertop   •   Flooring

New Bath & Kitchen  • Wood Fencing

(office) 281-821-6145
(cell)  713-376-902714-tfn
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HOUSTON (April 23,
2019) – Following an exten-
sive search spanning more
than three years, the Hous-
ton Symphony and Music Di-
rector Andrés
Orozco-Estrada announce
the appointment of Yoonshin
Song as its concertmaster
and holder of the Max Levine
Chair beginning in the
2019_2020 Season. She suc-
ceeds Frank Huang in this
position, who left the Hous-
ton Symphony at the end of
the 2015_2016 Season to
take an equivalent position
with the New York Philhar-
monic.

 Song performs as con-
certmaster for all three of the
Houston Symphony classical
subscription concerts in May
2019. She returns for open-
ing night of the 2019_2020
season, September 14, 2019,
with Detroit Symphony Mu-
sic Director Leonard Slatkin
leading an all-Russian pro-
gram including Glinka’s Ka-
marinskaya, Tchaikovsky’s
Cappriccio Italien, and Rach-
maninoff ’s Piano Concerto

Houston Symphony announces appointment  of new concert master: Yoon-Shin Song
No.3 with Yefim Bronfman.

 "The appointment of the
right concertmaster is cru-
cial to the advancement of
the artistic goals of any or-
chestra,” said Houston Sym-
phony Music Director
Andrés Orozco-Estrada.
“Yoonshin's exceptional mu-
sicality, artistry, experience,
and personality made her
our unanimous choice. I am
thrilled that she will be join-
ing us and look forward to
working with her, knowing
that she will enrich the mu-
sical life of our city through
our work together with the
orchestra."

 Song won the concert-
master position from a field
of 39 candidates, 17 of whom
performed with the Houston
Symphony as guest concert-
master. She most recently
appeared with the Houston
Symphony in November
2018 as guest concertmaster
for a program that featured
such disparate and challeng-
ing repertoire as Scriabin’s
The Poem of Ecstasy,
Strauss’ “Dance of the Sev-

en Veils” from Salome, and
Kurt Weill’s “sung ballet”
The Seven Deadly Sins.

“Yoonshin made a pro-
found impression in Novem-
ber when she stepped in at
the last minute in a very dif-
ficult program,” explained
Houston Symphony Execu-
tive Director, CEO, and hold-
er of the Margaret Alkek
Williams Chair John Man-
gum, “which included two
rarely performed works by
Scriabin and Weill. All of us
were delighted when she de-
cided to audition for the po-
sition, and our musicians
and Andrés voted unani-
mously to offer her the job. I
think she’ll be a great lead-
er for the orchestra, and that
she will make a significant
contribution to the artistry
and impact of the Houston
Symphony. I’m thrilled she’ll
be joining us.”

 “You would expect it to be
a difficult week but it
wasn’t,” added Song. “Per-
haps because there was no
time to think; there was a
phone call and then a couple

hours later I was on a plane
to Houston. But most impor-
tantly because the Houston
Symphony musicians were
so warm and welcoming and
willing to work together. The
rest was just the pleasure of
making music.”

 Since 2012, Song has
been the Concertmaster of
the Detroit Symphony Or-
chestra and has enjoyed
close collaborations with in-
spiring guest artists such as
Gil Shaham, Joshua Bell,

and Jamie Laredo.
 She spends three weeks

in fall 2019 performing as
concertmaster of the Budap-
est Festival Orchestra on
tour in Vienna, London,
Baden-Baden, and Ham-
burg.

 She has earned many
prestigious prizes through-
out her career, with high-
lights including top prize
awards in the Lipizer Inter-
national Violin Competition
(Italy), Lipinski & Wieniaw-
ski International Violin
Competition (Poland), Henry
Marteau International Vio-
lin Competition (Germany),
and first prize at the Stradi-
varius International Compe-
tition in the United States.
In her native South Korea,
Song has won virtually all
the major national competi-
tions.

 As a soloist, she has per-
formed with many orches-
tras around the
world—including the Detroit
Symphony, the Houston
Symphony, the Utah Sym-
phony, New Mexico Philhar-

monic Orchestra, Bayreuth
Festival Orchestra, the Paul
Constantinescu Philharmon-
ic Orchestra, Seoul Philhar-
monic Orchestra, and KBS
Philharmonic Orchestra.

 She has appeared as a so-
loist and chamber musician
in numerous music festivals,
including Marlboro Music
Festival, Deer Valley Music
Festival, the Great Lakes
Chamber Music Festival, As-
pen Music Festival in the US,
Miyazaki Chamber Music
Festival in Japan and Verbi-
er Festival, Lucerne Festival,
and Bayreuth Music Festival
in Europe.

 Acclaimed as "a wonder-
fully talented violinist...
whose sound and technique
go well beyond her years," vi-
olinist Song was born in
South Korea, where she be-
gan her musical studies at
age 5. Making her solo debut
with the Seoul Philharmon-
ic at age 11, she has since
built a successful performing
career throughout Korea, the
United States, and Europe.


