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At Bucker FHC gift shop...

Bucknet Family Hope Center reopened their
Gift Shop with Congresswoman Sylvia
Garcia at the ceremony.

¡Ya esta
aquí,
el mejor
premio
para su
buen
gusto!
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Aldine ISD, in partner-
ship with U.S. Congress-
woman Sylvia Garcia and
BakerRipley, invites the
community to the annual
Back-to-School Family En-
gagement Expo. The event
will be held from 8 a.m to
noon on Saturday, July 27,
at the M.O. Campbell Ed-
ucational Center, 1865 Al-
dine Bender Road. The free
event is open to families in
Aldine ISD with children
in prekindergarten to high
school.

The event will provide
resources for school and
helpful tips and strategies
to help students succeed.
Free immunizations and
free health screenings will
be available, while sup-

plies last. Additionally,
vouchers for free uniforms
and free school supplies
will be available while sup-
plies last. Throughout the
event there will be an op-
portunity to win door priz-
es and refreshments will
be available.

The expo will feature
several family workshops.
The following workshops
are scheduled for the Expo:

•Getting Connected
with Aldine’s Digital Re-
sources

•Parent Empowerment:
Strong Parents, Strong
Kids

•Nutrition Wellness:
Fueling Our Students

•Protecting Your Child
from Human Trafficking

•Raising Readers for
Academic Success

•Pathway to College for
Grades K-12

•Your New Community
Center: BakerRipley

•Protecting Your Child
from Opioid Addiction

•Dyslexia: What Par-
ents Need to Know

•Aldine ISD School
Choice Options

Free childcare for chil-
dren in grades Pre-K- 5
will be provided. Parents
must pre-register students
f o r  c h i l d c a r e  a t
AldineISD.org/expo. For
more information, contact
the Aldine ISD Title I De-
partment at 281-985-7956.

Aldine ISD Back-to-School Expo set for July 27

Community Engage-
ment Meeting for Halls
Bayou Tributary P118-
26
A Community Engage-
ment Meeting for the
Halls Bayou Tributary
P118-26 and Related
Stormwater Detention
Project is scheduled for
Wednesday, July 31st
from 6 PM- 8 PM at
Hardy Senior Center
(11901 W. Hardy Road
Houston, Texas 77076)
More info on flyer and
here: www.hcfcd.org/
C01

Halls Bayou
flood meeting

Precinct 2 Engineering
Department held a meet-
ing with Castlewood resi-
dents to provide an update
on the Lauder Stormwater
Detention Basin drainage
and mitigation in the Cas-
tlewood neighborhood.

Engineers from Harris
County and Flood Control
were in attendance. Cas-
tlewood Civic Club Presi-
dent  Connie  Esparza
welcomed all who attend-

Castlewood CC meets with
County representatives

CONGRESSWOMAN
GARCIA AT BUCKNER

See CASTLEWOOD, p.8

UT Physicians and State
Rep. Armando Walle are
holding a Back to
School Immunization
clinic on Saturday, July
27 from 9am to Noon
at the UT Clinic at
Jensen and Crosstim-
bers. Parents should
bring immunization
records. The shots are
free, and the first 100
will also receive a
backpack with school
supplies, courtesy of the
Rotary Club.

Back to School
Immunizations
Sat. July 27

Castlewood Civic Club members at the meeting.

Students and parents at last year’s Family event.

Congresswoman Sylvia Garcia attended a school
session at the Buckner Family Hope Center last Friday
afternoon, seen above with students and Center founder
Sylvia Bolling.

Color Printing
for your Company, Church,
Organization, or Political

Campaign
We specialize in

4 Color Brochures, Magazines,
Sale Flyers

We print newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555
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Business
Directory

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

TREE SERVICE

08-tfn

Garage Doors &
Electric Openers
Repair or Replace. We also repair

broken springs. Call Ricardo

832-647-6378
36-tfn

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING SERVICES

Grandparents
Family
Strengthening
Conference
   This September Grandpar-
ents Raising Grandchildren
Support Group of Aldine-
Harris County, is hosting its
16th Annual Family Strength-
ening Conference.
   This event will be held on
Saturday, September 7th at
the M.O. Campbell Educa-
tional Center in Houston,
Texas from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00
p.m. The Conference is a
FREE community event
provided to help spread the
awareness of health, mental
health, family issues and
other situations that
Grandparents and kinship
face when raising children.
Participants will be offered
free health screenings, school
supplies, educational
materials designed to
promote personal health and
wellness, and a variety of
resources from keynote
speakers as well as agencies.
    This will be an exceptional
opportunity for your
organization to showcase its
services/products and show
support of family wellness.
We are asking that each
vendor donate for the
participants. There are
options listed on the vendors
form. If you are not able to
we do understand. It is our
desire that each family will
receive a backpack filled with
school supplies per student in
their family unit.
   If your organization would
like to donate for the event
please call 832-265-8380 or
email at
grandparentsmarketing@gmail.com.
You can also contact Mrs.
Portier-Reed, the President
and Founder at 832-771-
4504.

EVENTS
CALENDAR

Toss it
into the
can. It’s

a neat
idea.

State Senator Borris
Miles will hold a Town
Hall Meeting on
Wednesday, July 31
from 6:00pm to
7:30pm to discuss the
86th Legislative Ses-
sion. Important legisla-
tion that passed and
bills that will directly
impace you neighbor-
hood. Location:: East
Houston Civic Club,
7418 E. Houston,
Houston, TX 77028.
For more information,
call 713-223-0387.

RESCHEDULED!
Sen. Miles Town
Hall Meeting

Shelter waives pet-license fee with
purchase of a microchip in an effort to
get more lost pets home

HOUSTON (July 1, 2019)—More than half the ani-
mals that enter Harris County Animal Shelter are stray
and on average less than 8% arrive with any identifica-
tion making it impossible to reunite the lost animals
with an owners. In an effort to help keep more pets with
their people, Harris County Animal Shelter will license
pets for free (up to $60 value) with the purchase of a $15
microchip July 1st through July 31st. Microchips and a
free one-year Harris County pet license will be adminis-
tered during shelter operating hours weekdays from
1pm-5:30pm and weekends from 11am-4p.m. An appoint-
ment can also be made at the shelter’s Pet Wellness Clin-
ic weekdays 8am-5pm and Saturday 9am-4pm by calling
(281) 999-3191. Proof or rabies vaccination is required.

“July is National Pet Loss Prevention Month and we
are urging the community to ensure their pets wear a
collar with identification tags and are microchipped (in-
case the collar is removed), so we have a way to swiftly
return pets to their owners in the event they become
lost and end up at our shelter,” said Dr. Michael White,
Director Harris County Animal Shelter. “Microchipping
and placing proper identification on your pets is also
one way to help reduce shelter overcrowding, because it
enables us to quickly return animals to owners instead
of their pets waiting at the shelter for their owners to
reclaim—which frees up space for the pets that truly
need to be here.”

Every stray animal that is brought to Harris County
Animal Shelter is scanned twice upon intake for a mi-
crochip; their photos are uploaded immediately to
Petharbor.com and CountyPets.com as well as registered
to FindingRover.com, a program that utilizes facial rec-
ognition technology to reunite lost pets with owners.

All cats and dogs in unincorporated Harris County
over the age of three-months are required to be vacci-
nated for rabies and maintain a pet license through the
county. Violations can result in a citation and fine up to
$500.

About Harris County Animal Shelter/Veterinary Pub-
lic Health:

The Harris County Animal Shelter, a division of Har-
ris County Public Health, provides animal adoption and
veterinary care for homeless pets, a pet wellness clinic
for the public, zoonotic disease surveillance, responsi-
ble pet ownership education, as well as animal control
services in neighborhoods throughout unincorporated
Harris County and with certain municipalities within
Harr is  County .  For  more  in format ion ,  v i s i t
CountyPets.com.

Like Harris County Animal Shelter on Facebook.com/
HarrisCountyAnimalShelter. Follow Harris County An-
imal Shelter on Instagram @harriscountypets.

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks ***Sorry No Passes             CLOSED CAPTION

**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6pm. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 • Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 pm

General Admission $7.50 • 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted  BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 • Theater 281-874-1141 • www.pccmovies.com

* THE LION KING in RealD 3D (PG)
12:45pm, 6:15pm
* THE LION KING in RealD 3D (PG)
12:45pm, 6:15pm
Spanish Dubbed
* THE LION KING (PG) - 10:00am,
11:00am, 1:00pm, 2:00pm, 3:30pm,
4:00pm, 5:00pm, 7:00pm, 8:00pm,
9:00pm, 10:00pm
* THE LION KING (PG) -
 10:00a,  3:30p,  9:00p
Spanish Dubbed
* CRAWL (R) - 12:00pm, 2:15pm,
4:30pm, 7:00pm, 9:15pm
* STUBER (R) - 10:15am, 12:45pm,
3:00pm, 5:15pm, 7:30pm, 10:00pm
SPIDER-MAN: Far from Home (PG-
13)
10:30am, 12:00pm, 1:30pm, 4:30pm,
6:00pm, 7:30pm
SPIDER-MAN: Far from Home (PG-
13)
11:00am, 5:00pm  Spanish Dubbed

FRIDAY–WEDNESDAY 7/19-7/24

* SPIDER-MAN: Far from Home 3D
(PG-13) - 2:00pm, 8:00pm
* SPIDER-MAN: Far from Home 3D
(PG-13) - 3:00pm, 9:00pm
ANNABELLE COMES HOME (R)
11:15am, 1:45pm, 4:15pm, 6:45pm,
9:15pm  Spanish Dubbed
ANNABELLE COMES HOME (R) -
12:00pm, 2:30pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm,
10:00pm
CHILD’S PLAY (R) - 12:30pm, 2:40pm,
4:50pm, 7:00pm, 9:30pm
TOY STORY 4 (G) -
11:30am, 4:30pm, 9:30pm
TOY STORY 4 (G) -
10:30am, 3:30pm, 8:30pm
Spanish Dubbed
* TOY STORY 4 in Disney Digital 3D
(G) - 1:00pm, 6:00pm  Spanish Dubbed
* TOY STORY 4 in Disney Digital 3D
(G) - 2:00pm, 7:00pm
ALADDIN (PG) -
11:30am, 2:30pm, 5:30pm, 8:30pm

MOVIES have Stadium Seating &
Closed Caption & Audio Description

Opens THURSDAY,  July 25
* ONCE UPON A TIME IN
HOLLYWOOD (R) 4:00p  7:00p  7:30p

Free Pet License offered
by Harris County

State of Qatar Donates $3.3 Million to Build
Eight Soccer Fields in Harris County

Fields will also Serve as Water Retention Basins for Flood
Mitigation

Houston, July 1, 2019
– The State of Qatar,
through its $30 million
Qatar Harvey Fund, today
announced a $3.3 million
gift for the construction of
eight soccer fields in Har-
ris Country, five in Pre-
cinct 1 and three in
Precinct 4. The soccer
fields will also be designed
as water collection basins
to mitigate future flooding.

The announcement was
made today at BBVA Sta-
dium by H.E. Sheikh Me-
shal bin Hamad Al-Thani,
Qatar’s Ambassador to the
U.S. He was joined by Har-
ris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo, Precinct 4 Com-
missioner R. Jack Cagle,
and Licia Green Ellis, rep-
resenting Precinct 1 and
her husband, Commission-
er Rodney Ellis.

The five soccer fields in
Precinct 1 will be built in
Blue Ridge Park, located in
far southwest Harris
County between the Sam
Houston Tollway and FM
2234. The soccer fields are
among the first develop-
ments in the largely unde-
veloped Blue Ridge Park
area, fulfilling an unmet
community need for acces-
sible recreational greens-
pace while also helping to
reduce the risk of future
flooding events for resi-
dents living in the Sims
Bayou watershed.

The three soccer fields
in Precinct 4 will be con-
structed in Alabonson Park
along Bingle Road between
Alabonson Road and White
Oak Bayou in northwest
Houston.

Planned amenities at
Alabonson Park, a 50-acre
multi-use facility, also in-
clude softball and football
fields, parking lots, main-
tenance facilities, picnic
areas, and playgrounds, as
well as paved multi-use
trails and natural surface
trails that could one day
connect to additional trail
systems along White Oak
Bayou. Construction is
scheduled to begin in Au-
gust 2019.

Ambassador Al-Thani,
who chairs the Qatar Har-

Qatar’s Ambassador, Sheikh Meshal bin Hamad Al-Thani, makes the announcement
to an audience that includes County Judge Lina Hidalgo, Pct. 4 Commissioner Jack
Cagle, and Licia Ellis representing Pct. 1 and Chase Untermeyer, former U.S.
ambassador to Qatar. Children in the background are from the Boys and Girls club.

vey Fund, said during the
announcement: “Qatar
has relationships in Hous-
ton and southeast Texas
that go back decades and
the Qatar Harvey Fund is
a gesture of solidarity, de-
signed to support long-
term recovery and
resilience. These fields
serve that purpose by us-
ing land vulnerable to
flooding to bring recre-
ation access closer to these
communities.”

The Qatar Harvey
Fund has already an-
nounced approximately
$16 million in Harvey re-
covery projects in south-
east Texas, including a
$2.5 million donation an-
nounced last October to
help restore Harris Coun-
ty’s Riverside Hospital in
Houston’s Third Ward.

Harris County Precinct
1 Commissioner Ellis said:
“I’m extremely grateful
that Qatar has been here
for our city after we faced
one of the greatest chal-
lenges in the wake of Hur-
ricane Harvey. On behalf
of Precinct One, I sincere-
ly thank Ambassador Al-
Thani and the Qatar
Harvey Fund for their
generous gift that will pro-
vide soccer fields at Blue
Ridge Park for our fami-
lies to enjoy, while also
helping to protect thou-
sands of families from fu-
ture flooding. Nearly two
years after Harvey, this is
a significant mark of
progress for our recovery
efforts.”

“Thank you, Ambassa-
dor Al-Thani, for this gen-
erous donation,” said
Commissioner Jack Cagle.
“This important step in
our recovery from Hurri-
cane Harvey provides rec-
reational opportunities
and flood relief for the
area.”

Ambassador Al-Thani
visited Houston in October
2018 to announce the first
round of grants to support
education, housing and
community development
projects, including a
$622,000 gift to the Boys

& Girls Clubs of Texas via
the Rebuild Texas Fund.
During his current visit,
the Ambassador will an-
nounce the remaining ap-
proximately $14 million in
donations from the Qatar
Harvey Fund. These an-
nouncements will fulfill
Qatar’s pledge of $30 mil-
lion in funding long-term
recovery projects in the
wake of Hurricane Harvey.

About the Qatar Har-
vey Fund and the State
of Qatar

Following the devasta-
tion of Hurricane Harvey in
August 2017, the State of
Qatar announced a gift of
$30 million for the long-
term recovery of the
storm’s victims in Texas.
The Qatar Harvey Fund
was created to administer
the gift. For more informa-
tion, visit
www.QatarHarveyFund.com.

Qatar is an independent
state in the southern Ara-
bian Gulf. It has a popula-
tion of approximately 2.7
million people, the majori-
ty of whom live in and
around Doha, the capital.
Diplomatic relations with
the United States were es-
tablished in 1972; in the
same year, Qatar’s first dip-
lomatic mission in Wash-
ington, D.C. opened. The
relationship between the
two countries has always
been friendly, highly pro-
ductive and reciprocal. Qa-
tar is home to many
Americans, and the United
States is both Qatar’s larg-
est foreign investor and its
largest source of imports.
Qatar-U.S. relations are
growing continuously in
multiple areas: economic,
political, military, educa-
tional and cultural. Qatar
is a close ally of the United
States and a strong advo-
cate of building a peaceful,
prosperous and stable Mid-
dle East. Qatar has provid-
ed significant
humanitarian and develop-
ment assistance to coun-
tries around the world,
including the United
States.
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

Texas receives infusion of funds for
border region law enforcement

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott on July 9 an-
nounced the receipt of
$15 million in federal
funding meant to in-
crease operational capa-
bilities of federal, state,
local and tribal law en-
forcement agencies.

The Operation Stone-
garden Grant Program
allocation is part of $30
million approved by the
U.S. Department of
Homeland Security’s
Federal  Emergency
Management Agency.
The funds are meant to
equip law enforcement
“to confront the complex
and dynamic challenges
that exist along the Tex-
as border,” according to
the governor’s office
news release.

Local jurisdictions to
receive the grant fund-
ing include 50 law en-
forcement  agencies
operating in these 18
counties: Bee, Calhoun,
Cameron, Dimmit, Du-
val, El Paso, Hidalgo,
Jim Wells, Kinney, Kle-
berg, Nueces, Presidio,
Refugio, Val Verde, Vic-
toria, Webb, Willacy and
Zapata.

Disaster funding is
asked

Gov. Abbott on July
10 sent a letter to Presi-
dent Trump requesting
a presidential disaster
declaration for the Rio
Grande Valley counties
of Cameron, Hidalgo
and Willacy.

“The recent severe
weather  in  the  Rio
Grande  Va l l ey  has
caused widespread dam-
age, leaving many with-
out the resources they
need to recover from
these storms,” Abbott
said. “Combined with
state and local resourc-
es, this federal aid will
allow those impacted to
rebuild as quickly as
possible.”

Also urging the presi-
dent to declare the Rio
Grande Valley a federal
disaster area in re-
sponse to severe flood-
ing and rain in recent
weeks were: U.S. Reps.
Vicente Gonzalez, D-
McAllen; Filemon Vela,
D-Brownsvi l le ;  and
Henry Cuellar, D-Lare-
do; and Texas’  U.S.
Sens. John Cornyn and
Ted Cruz.

Texas offers aid to
Louisiana

Gov. Abbott on July
12 offered assistance to
Louisiana in response to
Tropical Storm Barry
before the weather sys-
tem made landfall.

Abbott said the state
of Texas would deploy
its search and rescue
team to assist in re-
sponse efforts and do all
possible to prevent any
loss of life. “Texans re-
member how the state of
Louisiana came to our
aid during Hurricane
Harvey and now we are
in turn lending our sup-
port as Louisianians
face Tropical Storm Bar-
ry,” Abbott said.

Abbott also said the
state’s emergency oper-
ations center would re-
main at an elevated
level of readiness and all
state resources would be
prepared to respond to
any severe weather that
may occur in Texas as a
result of Tropical Storm
Barry or  any other
event.

‘Texas Ready’ call
is issued

The Texas Depart-
ment of State Health
Services on July 8 urged
Texans to get “Texas
Ready”  for natural and
manmade disasters by
being informed, making
a plan and building a di-
saster preparation kit
that contains what a
household needs to sur-
vive for at least three
days.

“Texas has more de-
clared disasters than
any other state, so we all
have to be Texas Ready
at all times,” said Dr.
John Hellerstedt, DSHS
commissioner. “If you
wait until you see a di-
saster coming, you’ve
missed the opportunity
to make the best prepa-

rations possible,  so
please don’t delay.” De-
tails are available at
www.texasready.org.

H. Ross Perot dies
Texas billionaire H.

Ross Perot, a business-
man and philanthropist
who ran for president as
a third-party candidate
in 1992 and 1996, died
at his home in Dallas on
July 9. He was 89.

Perot was born and
raised in Texarkana. He
graduated from the U.S.
Naval Academy, served
as a Naval officer until
1957, then worked in
sales for IBM. Perot
went on to found Elec-
tronic Data Systems in
Dallas and Perot Sys-
tems in Plano. General
Motors bought control-
ling interest in EDS in
1984.

As stated in his obit-
uary at rossperot.com,
Perot and his wife, Mar-
got, established the Per-
ot Foundation in 1969
with the goal of helping
fund projects that would
improve people’s lives.
Since then, the founda-
tion has supported edu-
cation programs, health
care research, cultural
and arts institutions,
veterans’ causes and
programs to meet imme-
diate human needs and
reduce suffering.

Hegar distributes
revenue

Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on July 10
announced he would
send cities, counties,
transit systems and spe-
cial purpose taxing dis-
tricts $764.3 million in
local sales tax alloca-
tions for the month of
July.

The amount is 0.7
percent more than the
amount allocated for the
month of July 2018. The
allocations are based on
sales made in May by
businesses that report
tax monthly.

Honor Flights Needs
Our Help —The num-
ber of World War II
veterans topped 16
million during the war.
Now there are fewer
than half a million still
alive, all in their 80s
and 90s. We’re losing
over 300 WWII veter-
ans each day. Most of
them have never seen
the memorial in
Washington, D.C., that
was built in their
honor.

Honor Flights
Network, a nonprofit,
works to change that.
Since 2010, it has
escorted 222,133
veterans to see the
memorial, at no cost to
the veteran. Last year
HFN took 21,000
veterans to Washing-
ton.

The one-day trips
leave from a “hub” in
most states and fly to
Washington, where
they visit the memorial
dedicated to them, as
well as the Vietnam
and Korean memorials.
These trips are sched-
uled multiple times a
year.

But it takes money
and volunteers (guard-
ian escorts) to pull it
off, and there are over
38,000 veterans on a
wait list. We’re run-
ning out of time to get
all the vets to Washing-
ton who want to go.

There are programs
to help more veterans
get there. The Solo
program is for those
who have friends and
family who can fund
the air trip and hotel
for one to three days.
The Lone Eagle pro-
gram is for veterans
who are not near an
airport hub. Once in
Washington, the
veteran and his escort
will join the main
group for all their
activities. In addition,
Honor Flights has
expanded to include
Korean War and
Vietnam War veterans.

If you can send
money, please do. The
address is Honor
Flight, Inc., 175 South
Tuttle Road, Spring-
field, OH 45505, or
donate at
www.honorflight.org.
(Don’t miss the video
on the website).

If you want informa-
tion or can serve as an
escort, call Honor
Flight at 937-521-2400,
or Jane Julian at 614-
558-6220. If you have
any medical experi-
ence, that’s a bonus,
but there are many
roles you can fill.

(c) 2019 King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc.

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield

OPINION
By Congresswoman
Sheila Jackson Lee

Jackson Lee—“For those of us from Houston,
this moment is an occasion for particular and
unique pride.  The flight to the Moon, and indeed
all manned flights, have been guided by the
brilliant and hardworking men and women of
Houston, who, for close to 60 years, have been the
steady hand, guiding manned space exploration.
I thank them for all that they do.  I urge all who
will reads these words to maintain that same
sense of discovery and exploration, and wonder
what lies next for us.  And, I evoke President
Kennedy’s admonition to us from 58 years ago,
that we should not be motivated simply by what is
easy, but that we should meet the difficult chal-
lenge and savor what can be accomplished by our
collective efforts.  I congratulate all from NASA
who have made the endeavor of space flight their
life’s work.”

Washington, D.C. - Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee, a Senior Member of the House
Committees on Judiciary, Homeland Securi-
ty, and Budget, issued this statement on the
50th Anniversary of the Apollo 11 Moon
landing:

“Since the beginning of mankind, we have been
driven by curiosity and a wonder of what is next
for humanity.  We have wondered about our place
in the cosmos for as long as we have been able to
look out into the night sky and see the stars.  And
of course, we have been dared by our own sense of
imagination and possibility to try to breach our
gravity and the heavens.  It is with an awe of that
sense of exploration that I commemorate the 50th
Anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing. In
September 1961, in my hometown of Houston,
President John F. Kennedy stood and declared
that the United States would send a man to the
moon and return him safely to the Earth.  He
implored us to do so, not because it was easy, but
because it was hard.  In one-fell swoop, he har-
nessed our competitive drive and merged it with
mankind’s relentless pursuit of discovery and
information and knowledge.

“It was a bold proposition, not because of this
challenge, but also because of our standing in the
Space Race.  Just four years earlier, the Soviets
had released Sputnik into orbit, as the first
unmanned satellite, and in the process taken the
lead in the global space race.  Our confidence
shaken, we set out to work on the mission before
us.  The 1960s were a tumultuous time in our
pursuit of the moon’s surface.  Our path was not
linear and not without setbacks.  Before we could
celebrate the triumph of the Apollo 11 crew and
the valor of Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, Michael
Collins, we mourned the crew of Apollo 1, who
died shortly after their capsule lifted off of Terra
Firma.

“Before we could walk on the moon, it was
necessary first to orbit the Earth.  Indeed, the
journey to Mare Tranquillitatis was long, and a
collective, national endeavor.  The challenge
would be the pursuit of three presidents until, on
July 20, 1969, the crew of Apollo 11 touched down
on the Moon’s surface.  The words uttered by Neil
Armstrong were instantly immortalized, because,
indeed, it was one small step for man, one giant
leap for mankind.  This moment was definitely a
moment for joy and celebration for our entire
nation.  But for those of us from Houston, this
moment is an occasion for particular and unique
pride.  The flight to the Moon, and indeed all
manned flights, have been guided by the brilliant
and hardworking men and women of Houston,
who, for close to 60 years, have been the steady
hand, guiding manned space exploration.

“I thank them for all that they do.  I urge all
who will reads these words to maintain that same
sense of discovery and exploration, and wonder
what lies next for us.  And, I evoke President
Kennedy’s admonition to us from 58 years ago,
that we should not be motivated simply by what
is easy, but that we should meet the difficult
challenge and savor what can be accomplished by
our collective efforts.  I congratulate all from
NASA who have made the endeavor of space
flight their life’s work.”

Sheila Jackson Lee, a Democrat representing
the 18th Congressional District of Texas, is a
senior member of the House Committees on
Judiciary, Homeland Security and the Budget.

Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee on the 50th
Anniversary of the
Apollo 11 Moon Landing
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COMMUNITY WATCH

HOUSTON – Four Houston men will serve the rest of
their lives behind bars for the robbery and murder of an
armored car guard and attempted robbery and murder of
another, announced U.S. Attorney Ryan K. Patrick.

A federal jury deliberated for eight hours before con-
victing Nelson Alexander Polk, 40, Marc Anthony Hill, 48,
John Edward Scott, 43, and Bennie Charles Phillips Jr.,
32, on March 29, 2019, following a nine-day trial. All were
convicted of attempted interference with commerce by rob-
bery and aiding and abetting discharge of a firearm dur-
ing a crime of violence. The jury also convicted Hill and
Polk of aiding and abetting interference with commerce by
robbery and aiding and abetting discharge of a firearm
during a crime of violence causing the death of another.

Today, U.S. District Judge David Hittner sentenced each
man to life in prison for their roles in the offenses. At the
hearing, the court heard from the victim’s family who de-
scribed the impact of the murder on their lives. They de-
scribed waiting for their son, brother and fiancé to come
home from work and that he should have never had to die
for “easy money.”

The sentences stemmed from the robbery and murder
of a Brinks armored car guard Aug. 29, 2016, at Wells
Fargo Bank located at 13120 Northwest Freeway as
well as the attempted robbery of a Loomis armored
car guard at Amegy Bank located at 400 N Sam Hous-
ton Pkwy E Dec. 7, 2016.

All members of the crew received at least life in prison
because each member knew the scheme involved murder-
ing the guard then stealing the money.

Hill and Polk were sentenced to two consecutive life
terms followed by 240 months for their roles in both rob-
beries and murder. Scott and Phillips received life in pris-
on followed by a consecutive 240 months for their roles in
the attempted robbery and murder of the Loomis guard at
Amegy Bank.

Hill conducted extensive surveillance at both locations
and was there during the time of the Wells Fargo murder
and robbery. He was also near the Amegy Bank poised to
pick up the robbery crew members in a getaway vehicle.

Polk, Hill’s nephew, drove the car that would pull up on
the dying guard for another crew member to get out and
steal the money. Polk confessed to his roles in the crimes
and admitted he knew the leader intended to “lay [the
guard] down” so he could easily steal the money from the
dying armored guard.

Phillips recruited Trayvees Duncan-Bush, 32, also of
Houston, who would take the money off of the dying guard.
He made sure that Duncan-Bush had a phone, instruc-
tions and a hotel room in preparation for the robbery/mur-
der plot. Scott acted as an outside perimeter lookout. He
alerted the crew via cell phone when the armored truck
was headed towards the bank and watched for law enforce-
ment.

At trial, the jury heard that a now-deceased individual

Suspects Arrested,
Charged in Man’s
Death on Mesa Road

Houston police have arrested three suspects charged
in the death of a man found at 9700 Mesa Road about
6:15 a.m. on Sunday (June 9).

Marquise Da Shawn Bass (b/m, 24), Cordarrell Ja-
mond Pickens (b/m, 25), and Louis Woods (b/m, 20) are
all charged with murder in the 230th State District
Court.  Booking photos of the three suspects are attached
to this news release.

They are accused in the death of Gregory Brooks, 37,
who suffered blunt force trauma and was pronounced
dead at the scene.

HPD Homicide Division Detectives N. Sharp and K.
Fregia reported:

HPD patrol officers responded to a person down call
on a sidewalk at the above address and found Mr. Brooks
deceased.  A preliminary investigation determined
Brooks had been assaulted by at least three to four un-
known suspects and died from his injuries.

Further investigation identified Bass, Pickens and
Woods as suspects in this case and they were all arrest-
ed without incident.

CRIME WATCH

C O M M U N I T Y   W A T C H

Armored Car robbers
get life sentences

had allegedly led the robbery crew, which would conduct
extensive surveillance of banks’ ATMs and armored car
routes before executing the robberies. The plan involved
the leader lying in wait for the guard to begin service of
the ATM. He would then shoot the guard from a distance
with a high caliber rifle so another member of the robbery
crew could pull up and take the money.

When law enforcement moved in to arrest the subjects
Dec. 7, 2016, the leader of the crew allegedly came out fir-
ing his weapon and police responded, killing him.

Those sentenced today will remain in custody pending
transfer to a U.S. Bureau of Prisons facility to be deter-
mined in the near future.

Duncan-Bush had pleaded guilty to  conspiracy to com-
mit interference with commerce by robbery and aiding and
abetting discharge of a firearm during a crime of violence
prior to trial. He is set for sentencing Aug. 14, 2019, at
which time he faces up to 20 years in prison.

The FBI, Houston Police Department and Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacoo, Firearms and Explosives conducted the in-
vestigation. Assistant U.S. Attorneys Heather Winter and
Richard Hanes are prosecuting the case.

The case is an example of coordination between law en-
forcement who are part of the Houston Law Enforcement
Violent Crime Initiative<https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdtx/
pr/authorities-announce-initiative-targeting-houston-vio-
lent-offenders>. The goal is to proactively fight and reduce
violent crime across the Greater Houston area by target-
ing the region’s most violent offenders, augmenting inves-
tigative and prosecutorial efforts, and enhancing training,
public awareness and education.

It was brought as part of Project Safe Neighborhoods
(PSN), a program that has been historically successful in
bringing together all levels of law enforcement to reduce
violent crime and make our neighborhoods safer for every-
one.

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Fatal accident as truck
crashes into I-45
motorcycle shop

NORTH HOUSTON – The driver of a pick-up truck
died when his vehicle left the main lanes of I-45, exited
the off ramp, hit the base of a light post, and careened
across the frontage road and into the front of a motorcy-
cle dealership. The pick-up truck burst into flames, and
the driver was killed.

The accident happened last Monday morning, July
15 about 8:25am. The scene was located on I-45 near
Memory Lane and West Road. The motorcycle shop was
badly damaged, but did not catch fire. The name on the
shop was Team Mancuso Powersports North, a Kawasa-
ki/Suzuki dealer.

Police are investigating the accident, and are not sure
if the truck driver had a medical problem, or just went
out of control when he hit the light pole. The victim’s
identity has not been released.

Anyone with information is urged to call Houston Po-
lice homicide, or Crime Stoppers at 713-222-TIPS.

Aerial view of the accident scene. I-45 North Freeway is
the roadway at the right in the picture.

Firemen, seen at the bottom, extinguish the remain
flames of the pick-up truck.
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SEMI-RETIRED
Handyman will do
carpentry,
painting, roof
repairs, mobile
homes, pressure
washing. Lifetime
Houstonian.
713-754-0923.
Don.          16-tfn
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LEGAL ADVERTISING
You now have the option of placing your Legal Ads in a

local newspaper that meets your requirements, reaches
more readers in your area, and costs much less. Rates are
$10.00 per column inch, plus $10 for an affidavit, or 50¢
per word plus affidavit. We can give you an exact quote if
required. Please call or email for assistance. Thank you for
supporting our community and keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper

713-266-3444           email: nenewsroom@aol.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS:
SGT 2000 Motor
Freight Inc. Company
Earn Up To $.45 p/
mile. O/O Earn Up To
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E. Sign On Bo-
nus $5000*
Company – Owner
Operators
713-674-2076

               27-2

C H U R C H    P A G E

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Part Time Position available for

Newspaper ad sales person for the
Aldine and North Channel areas.
Set your own hours. Commission
basis means you can earn more.
Bilingual helpful. Car required.

Send resume to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

RECENT DEATHS

Rogelio Guadalupe
Garcia
Curtis V. Dixon
Rodalfo Guerrero Jr.
Rubye Sue Crumpton

Bruce Earl Lanz
Wilma L. Henderson
Betty Jean Williams
David Gobea

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 281-449-9945

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

✃ READER OPINION!
Thank you
for Reading the:

This is Your Newspaper. Here’s your chance to be
the Editor. Tell us what you like/don’t like/add or
change.
I LIKE:
_____________________________________________
I DON’T LIKE:
____________________________________________
PLEASE ADD THIS:
____________________________________________
PLEASE CHANGE THIS:
____________________________________________
HERE’S A NEWS TIP:
____________________________________________
Thanks. You can Fax this form to: 713-977-1188, mail it to 5906 Star
Lane, Houston 77057, or email the same information to
nenewsroom@aol.com
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L I F E S T Y L E

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250
VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392

PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

Community Outreach Programs
“Helping Others Help Themselves”

Immigration Education and Integration Program
Citizenship Classes - Parenting Education

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Text to: 832-906.4214
Phone: 281-799.9076

marianas@bondingagainstadversity.org

RENT/LEASE

3-1 APARTMENT
$550 / Month + $350
Deposit.
Call 281-415-1715

                25-2

Business
Directory

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

TREE SERVICES
FREE Estimates  • Over 20 years Exp.

Mr. Lopez TREE SERVICE
 *AFFORDABLE PRICES *

Removal, Cutting, Pruning,
Trimming, Topping,

Stump Grinding

J. Lopez 281-827-5978 Call or Text

10-
TFN

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

ROOFING

WWW.ALAMOROOFING.COM
281-452-6355

REMODELING

Samford Remodeling
Free Estimate •  25 yrs Experience

Home Repairs  • Dry Wall   • Carpentry
Roofing  •  Countertop   •   Flooring

New Bath & Kitchen  • Wood Fencing

(office) 281-821-6145
(cell)  713-376-902714-tfn

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print
Newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it Clean

www.facebook.com/
NENewsroom

✯
THOUGHTS  FROM

MARANATHA  CHURCH
By Dr. Mark Trice

Have you ever faced an intimidating situation, taken
a deep breath, looked your enemy square in the eye, and
said, “It’s just you and me, and I’m the one who’s going
to win this battle!”? This is the attitude of a conqueror,
but in the Christian’s case it’s not exactly true. It’s not
just you and your opponent, because the one who walks
with God never walks onto the battlefield alone.

That’s what Goliath didn’t realize when an unknown
youth stepped out to meet him with no weapons in his
hands beyond a sling and five stones. To the uninitiated,
which was pretty much everyone present, this one who
didn’t even wear armor was greatly outclassed. But Dav-
id knew the truth of things.

1 Samuel 17:45-46 (NKJV)
 “Then David said to the Philistine, ‘You come to me

with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I
come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of
the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the

You are not Alone

Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you
and take your head from you. And this day I will give
the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds
of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the
earth may know that there is a God in Israel.’”

When David walked out onto that battlefield, he
walked out a conqueror. You see the victory in his con-
versation with Saul in verses 34-37. He was convinced
that God, who had already helped him repeatedly, would
not fail him in this situation either – certainly not when
it was the nation of Israel and the very reputation of
God that were at stake! He understood that he had to
step out and do his part, but he knew the battle was
already won. In fact, you realize when you read verse 46
that he had no intention of stopping at one giant; he was
ready to take on the whole enemy army.

This is how we should live! To the world, we may look
no more capable than an underdressed youth with a sling
and stones, but the world is as blind as Elisha’s servant
was in 2 Kings 6:17. “And Elisha prayed, and said, ‘LORD,
I pray, open his eyes that he may see.’ Then the
LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw.
And behold, the mountain was full of horses and chari-
ots of fire all around Elisha.”

Let’s get into the Word so that we can see, so that we
can know beyond doubt that the Greater One lives on
the inside of us (1 John 4:4) and we are never, ever, alone
in the fight!

MyHillsideFamily.com @MyHillsideFamily
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ed and provided a brief up-
date on the status of the
sheet flow that would pro-
vide appropriate drainage
to Castlewood and also ref-
erenced the Undine Con-
sumer Confidence Report
pertaining to the quality of

Castlewood CC meets with County,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

drinking water. Ms. Selina
Valdez, Constituent Ser-
vices Liaison, addressed
two important community
concerns that included the
procedure of reporting
abandoned houses and pot
holes.

A l l  these  c oncerns
raised serious discussion
from the residents. A plan
was recommended and
agreed upon on how to take
bold action to address
these issues.

Special thanks to the

Westfield Fire Depart-
ment, Assistant Chief
Clint Loftin, for providing
the facility.”

Connie Esparza
President
Castlewood Civic Club

C O M M I S S I O N E R
GARCIA AND THE
HOUSTON CONTRAC-
TOR ASSOCIATION
HOST CIVIL CON-
STRUCTION JOB FAIR

The Houston Contrac-
tors Association (HCA) and
the office of Commissioner
Adrian Garcia, Harris
County Commissioner Pre-
cinct 2, are proud to co-host
an information session and
a job fair to engage and
educate anyone interested
learning about job oppor-
tunities in the civil con-
struction sector. All
applicants must be 18
years of age or older, have
reliable personal transpor-
tation, able to work out-
doors, able to pass a drug
test, and must be willing to
work a 50-60 hour work
week.

WHO:
Commissioner Adrian

Garcia, Harris County
Commissioner Precinct 2

Houston Contractors
Association

WHEN:
Information Session
July 17, 2019
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Job Fair
July 24, 2019
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

WHERE:
Both the information

session and the job fair will
be at:

Grayson Community
Center

13828 Corpus Christi
Street, Houston, TX 77015.

WHY:
Commissioner Adrian

Garcia and the Houston
Contractors Association
are committed to engaging,
educating, and empower-
ing the community by of-
fering access to as many
opportunities for meaning-
ful employment and eco-
nomic development as
possible. As eastern Harris
County continues to grow
in both industry and pop-
ulation, the infrastructure
necessary to support such
growth will require a qual-
ified civil construction
workforce.  To that end,
Commissioner Adrian Gar-
cia and the HCA have part-
nered to connect the
community to the civil con-
struction sector, thereby
helping to build a better
Precinct 2 for years to
come.

Commissioner
Garcia hosts
Job Fair July 24

C O M M U N I T Y    N E W S

Plenty of paperwork to keep the Castlewood Civic Club
informed.

Harris County representative explains the projects
planned for the immediate Aldine area.

Speakers from the Harris County engineering
department discussed project details.

Castlewood Civic Club turned out a large crowd for the
meeting, held at the Westfield Fire Dept. building.

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it
Clean


