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Commissioners Court
Considers Expansion of
"Safe Surrender" Program
to Protect Victims of
Domestic Violence

Harris County, Texas -
October 29, 2019, The ex-
pansion of a weapon-surren-
der program designed to
protect victims of domestic
violence was among several
gun-safety initiatives an-
nounced by Harris County
Judge Lina Hidalgo and
Sheriff Ed Gonzalez Tues-
day at Commissioners

The Harris County
Flood Control District
will hold a Community
Engagement Meeting
for Tributaries P118-23-
00 and P118-23-02, lo-
cated west of Hardy Toll
Road and south of Halls
Bayou, and Tributaries
P118-25-00 and P118-
25-01, located west of
Hardy Toll Road and
north of Halls Bayou, as
pictured.

The purpose of this
meeting is to inform res-
idents about the status
of the feasibility level al-
ternatives analyses

Crowds enjoy East Aldine Fall Festival

Dia de los Muertos
observed at Brookside

Judge Hidalgo, Sheriff Gonzalez
announce measures to reduce
Gun-Related Violence

Court. The proposal would
extend the "Safe Surrender"
program to all 22 felony dis-
trict courts.

The program, which was
piloted in the 280th family
court, requires those
charged with domestic vio-
lence to surrender their
weapons to the Harris
County Sheriff's Office,
which will test and safely
store the weapons until the
case is resolved. With 45
percent of domestic violence
homicides occurring within
90 days of separation, the

program seeks a measure of
protection for victims and
their families during a vul-
nerable time period.

"Elected officials at the
state and federal level have
failed to meet their basic
obligation to take meaning-
ful action to protect us from
gun violence," Judge Hidal-
go said. "Here in Harris
County, we won't sit idly by
and do nothing as this epi-

See Gun-Related
Violence, Page 8

Community Engagement Meeting
for Halls Bayou Tributaries

See Community
Meeting, Page 8

See Fall Festival,
Page 8

See more photos of Day of the Dead, page 8

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
School News.................2
Community News..........3
Opinion.........................4
Football.........................5
Entertainment................5
Church Listings.............6
Lifestyle....................... 7
Community News.........8

Voters head to
polls on Nov. 5

Veteran’s
Benefits
Seminar
Wednesday, Nov. 6,
2019. Check-in/Light
refreshments: 9:30 a.m.
Program 10 am - 12 pm
at St. Leo the Great
Parish Hall, 2131
Lauder Rd., Houston, TX
77039. For Veterans
(spouses) 50+ yrs. old.
Free event. Limited
seating. For questions,
please call 713-741-
8712. Topics include:
caregiving financial
support, cemetery/pre-
need, how to select a
caregiving agency.

Citizenship
Workshop
   Saturday, November
9, 2019 at St. Charles
Borromeo Catholic
Church (501 Tidwell Rd.
Houston, TX 77022) at
8:00 AM.

East Aldine
New Office
Groundbreaking
   District Office & Safety
Center Groundbreaking.
Tuesday, November 13,
2019 at 3:00 p.m.,
2800 Aldine Mail Route

Kujawa
Seniors Gala

Nadine Kujawa Senior
Citizen Gala. Live enter-
tainment, lunch will be
provided. December 9,
2019 at M.O. Campbell
Educational Center, 1865
Aldine Bender Rd, Hous-
ton, Tx 77032. All seniors
ages 65 and over wel-
come, 10 am - 1 pm.

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks ***Sorry No Passes             CLOSED CAPTION

**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6p. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 • Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 p

General Admission $7.50 • 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted  BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 • Theater 281-874-1141 • www.pccmovies.com

* Adopt A Highway (NR) - 7:20pm,
* Arctic Dogs (PG) - 12:15pm,
2:30pm, 4:45pm, 7:00pm, 9:20pm
* Terminator: Dark Fate (R) -
12:00pm, 2:50pm, 5:40pm, 8:30pm
Spanish Dubbed
* Terminator: Dark Fate (R) -
12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm, 9:30pm
* Black and Blue (R) -
12:45pm, 3:15pm, 5:45pm, 8:15pm
* Countdown (PG-13) - 12:15pm,
2:30pm, 4:40pm, 7:00pm, 9:10pm
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil (PG) -
12:00pm, 5:20pm
Spanish Dubbed
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil (PG) -
12:30pm, 5:50pm
* Maleficent: Mistress of Evil 3D
(PG)  2:40pm, 8:00pm
Spanish Dubbed

FRIDAY–WEDNESDAY 11/1-11/6

* Maleficent: Mistress of Evil 3D (PG)
3:10pm, 8:45pm
Zombieland: Double Tap (R) -
12:00pm, 2:20pm, 4:45pm, 7:15pm,
9:35pm
* The Addams Family in RealD 3D
(PG)  2:40pm, 7:00pm
The Addams Family (PG) -
12:30pm, 4:50pm, 9:10pm
The Addams Family (PG) -
12:00pm, 2:10pm, 4:20pm, 6:30pm,
8:40pm   Spanish Dubbed
Gemini Man (PG-13) -
12:15pm, 3:00pm, 5:45pm, 8:30pm
Spanish Dubbed
Gemini Man (PG-13) -
12:30pm, 3:10pm, 5:50pm, 9:00pm
Joker (R) -
12:00pm, 2:45pm, 5:30pm, 8:30pm
Spanish Dubbed
Joker (R) -
12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:45pm, 9:30pm
Abominable (PG) -
12:15pm, 5:00pm
* Abominable in RealD 3D (PG) -
2:40pm

MOVIES have Stadium Seating &
Closed Caption & Audio Description

Opens THURSDAY,  Nov. 7
* DOCTOR SLEEP (R) 6:00p 9:15p
     Spanish Dub  6:00p 9:15p
* LAST CHRISTMAS (PG13) 7:00p 9:30p
* MIDWAY (PG13) 7:00p
      Spanish Sub 7:00p
* PLAYING WITH FIRE (PG)
    4:00p  6:20p  8:40p

HARRIS COUNTY –
For those voters that have
not cast an Early Ballot,
the polls will be open Tues-
day, Nov. 5 from 7am to
7pm. Major issues on the
ballot are 10 Texas Con-
situtional Amendments, a
city of Houston election of
Mayor, Comptroller, and
Councilpersons, a $3.5 Bil-
lion bond referendum for
METRO, and in Aldine the
election of new school
Trustees in four positions.
For the first time, votes
may be cast in any loca-

tion, not just your neigh-
borhood.
ALDINE SCHOOL BOARD

There are four open po-
sitions on the Aldine
School Board this year.

For Trustee Position 1,
Steven Moore, Jimmy Ed-
ward Morales, Jamail
Johnson, and William
“Randy” Bates are run-
ning.

For Trustee Position 2,
incumbent Paul Shanklin
is running unopposed.

See VOTING, page 3

completed for these trib-
utaries and to gather
public input on the rec-
ommended project alter-
n a t i v e s  t h a t  w i l l
progress into the next
stage of the project life-
cycle.

T h e  t r i b u t a r y
projects mentioned here
focus on reducing flood-
ing risk by identifying
options to improve the
channel conveyance ca-
pacity and provide addi-

Hundreds celebrated
Dia do Los Muertos at
Brookside Funeral Home
and Memorial Park last
Saturday.

Festivities included a
Celebration of Life, Cos-
tume contest, Games, Raf-
fles, Face Painting, Ballet
Folklorica, Mariachis, and
crafts and vendors. Prizes
were awarded in a raffle,
including bicycles for kids
and a television for adults.

Father Villareal gave a
message on the meaning of
the day, and blessed the
altar with family remem-
brances.

EAST ALDINE – The
Annual Fall Festival, host-
ed by the East Aldine Dis-
trict, attracted a large
crowd of adults and chil-
dren, enjoying music and
dancing, contests and raf-
fles, and lots of exhibits
and information booths
from local agencies and or-
ganizations.

The Festival took place
at Town Center this year,
next to BakerRipley cam-
pus. The theme for the
event was observance of
“Dia De Los Muertos” and
there were lots of costumes

Crowds lined the pavement to watch the colorful
Flamenco Dancers from Aldine ISD. Music and Dance,
food and fun were spread through the day.

Costumes and make-up highlighted the theme of Dia
de los Muertes. Contests included the Sugar Skull Face
competition, above, and a Kids’ Dance Contest.
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H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield

Rose Avalos has dedicat-
ed close to 50 years to the
Aldine community, 33 as
an educator and 13 as a
school board trustee.

On Sunday, Oct. 27, the
Aldine community
thanked her for her many
years of service and dedi-
cation to its students and
staff by holding a dedica-
tion ceremony in her hon-
or at the district’s newest
high school that bears her
name, the Rose M. Avalos
Pathways In Technology
Early College High School.

A standing room only
crowd of colleagues, fami-
ly members, friends and
former co-workers attend-
ed the event and heard
from a number of speakers
who praised Ms. Avalos for
her dedicated service to
Aldine’s students and staff
over the last 46 years.

Ms. Avalos moved to Al-
dine when she was two
months old and attended
Aldine schools. She was a
member of the second
graduating class of Mac-
Arthur High School (1968),
and then earned a bache-
lor of arts degree and a
master’s degree from Sam
Houston State University.

Ms. Avalos began her
career in Aldine in 1972 as
a teacher at Stovall Middle
School. She also taught at
MacArthur High School
and served as a counselor
at Hambrick and
Grantham middle schools.
Additionally, she was a
program director oversee-
ing bilingual, ESL and for-
eign language, an
assistant principal at Mac-
Arthur High School and
the first principal of Es-
camilla Intermediate
School. She returned to her
alma mater, MacArthur
High School, and served as
the principal for 11 years
before retiring in 2005.
When named principal of
MacArthur, Ms. Avalos be-
came the first woman to
serve as a comprehensive
high school principal in
Aldine ISD, opening doors
for those who came after
her.

In 2002 and 2003, she
was named AISD Principal
of the Year by her peers.

After retiring, she was
elected to the Position 3
seat on the Aldine ISD
Board of Trustees, where
she has held all four board
offices and chaired numer-
ous committees.

In addition to her ser-
vice on the Board, Ms. Ava-
los volunteers in the
community and is a friend
to many. Ms. Avalos was
chosen as a member of the
Texas Association of School
Boards (TASB) Leadership
Class of 2014. She also

The Aldine Education
Foundation hosted the
Sonny Donaldson Golf
Tournament as a fundrais-
er for Aldine ISD student
scholarships and educator
grants. While the day be-
gan with cold, windy rain,
the event closed out with
the warmth of understand-
ing how critical private
support of public education
can be.

Former Aldine ISD Su-
perintendent (and the
event’s namesake) Sonny
Donaldson helped to wel-
come Title Sponsor WCA
as well as many returning
supporters and new spon-
sors. Including this year,
AEF’s golf tournament do-
nors have raised more
than $425,000 for pro-
grams improving educa-
tional opportunities for
Aldine ISD students.

The event was held Fri-
day, Oct. 25 at Oakhurst
Golf Club and began with
breakfast and ended with
an awards lunch. Aldine
ISD Superintendent Dr.
LaTonya M. Goffney gave
gratitude to tournament
guests for braving the
weather and for their con-
tinuing support of Aldine
Education Foundation.
AEF Board President Pas-
tor David Smith thanked
all sponsors and reiterat-
ed the importance of the
community’s involvement
in improving education for
our students.

Guests were surprised
with a visit by Academy
Award winning actor and
philanthropist Matthew
McConaughey, whose Just
Keep Livin’ Foundation is
supporting an afterschool
program at Carver High
School. The star shined as

HOUSTON, TX – Sam
Houston Math, Science,
and Technology Center
(Houston ISD)  hosted a
grand opening ceremony to
celebrate its new school,
which officially opened to
students in January.

Built as part of the 2012
Bond Program, the $101.4
million project was de-
signed to have a collegiate
feel with plenty of class-
room space, informal meet-
ing areas to facilitate
project-based learning, a
large outdoor courtyard,
and a fine arts wing with
an 800-seat auditorium
and black box theater. The
360,000-square-foot facili-
ty also features an updat-
ed JROTC area, as well as
a grand learning stairway,

Dedication ceremony held in honor of Rose Avalos

Aldine ISD Superintendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney and members of her Executive
Leadership Team pose with Aldine ISD Trustee Rose Avalos around the portrait of
her that will hang in the Rose M. Avalos Pathway In Technology Early College
High School following the dedication ceremony held in Ms. Avalos’ honor.

serves as a State Director
for the Texas Association of
School Boards and is a
member of the National
Association of Latino
Elected and Appointed Of-
ficials and the North Har-
ris County Association of
Retired Teachers and
School Professionals.

Ms. Avalos credited her
parents, Jenaro and Mar-
tha Avalos, with providing
her the drive to succeed in
life from her humble begin-
nings.

“Standing with me
would by my parents, Jen-
aro and Martha Avalos
whose unconditional love
and support have inspired
me all of my life,” she said.
“They are no longer with
us but are her in spirit and
I carry them in my heart.”

Ms. Avalos shared with
the audience how she grew
up in a small four-room
house, sharing a bedroom
with two brothers and a
sister. She knew at an ear-
ly age that she wanted to
be a teacher and played
school during the summer,
luring her siblings and
friends to serve as her stu-
dents.

She thanked Aldine for
providing her the many
opportunities she has been
afforded in her life.

“I am a reflection of
God’s blessings, my fami-
ly, my friends, relation-
ships and my mentors,”
Ms. Avalos said. “This af-
ternoon you heard about
some things that I have
accomplished in Aldine,
but I have a very different
perspective. What I see is
what Aldine has done for
me. It gave this shy, quiet
little girl with big eyes and
pigtails hope and value. It
gave me a solid education
that helped me be success-
ful in college. It gave me
my first real job as a teach-
er and over a span of 33
years it gave me so many
opportunities to work and
grow professionally. But,
best of all it has given me
such wonderful lifelong
friends. It has cemented in
me the hope and value of
the power of education and
what it can do for an indi-
vidual.”

She challenged Avalos
P-TECH Principal Diana
Del Pilar and her students
to take advantage of the
wonderful opportunities
that are ahead of them.

“To Diana Del Pilar, I
have full confidence in
your leadership and abili-
ty to build an instruction-
al program that will carry
the students to their full
potential; to the staff I

have the fullest respect
and gratitude for you hav-
ing chosen to teach here
and for accepting the chal-
lenge of initiating such a
new program.

“To the students of the
first class, I want to say
this to you. This school
may have my name on it,
but it doesn’t belong to me.
It belongs to you, your
teachers, administrators
and support staff, your par-
ents, your community and
to every future student
that walks through its
doors. This first class is
going to set the standards
for all future classes to
come. Students take care of
your school, respect and
honor it and if you take the
positive things that it is
going to offer you, you will
succeed and prosper.”

She closed her remarks
by thanking her fellow
Board members and the
Aldine ISD Superinten-
dent Dr. LaTonya M.
Goffney.

“I want to express my
thanks and appreciation to
the sitting board for this
honor. Thank you Dr. Gof-
feny, Dr. (Selina) Chapa
and the executive leader-
ship team and area super-
intendents for your
continued work for the

children of Aldine. Thanks
to everyone here for you
have all had an impact on
my life. I have been blessed
in so many ways and I am
so grateful, grateful for be-
ing able to work at what I
was meant to do.”

Sheleah Reed, Aldine
ISD Chief Communica-
tions Officer, delivered the
welcome. The MacArthur
High School JROTC pre-
sented the colors and Ava-
los student Jesus Puente
lead the audience in the
Pledge of Allegiance and
the Pledge to the Texas
flag.

Father Charles Sam-
peri, pastor of St. James
The Apostle Catholic
Church, delivered the invo-
cation.

Avalos Principal Diana
Del Pilar spoke on behalf
of the Avalos staff.

“It is with great pride
that I welcome each of you
to this distinguished occa-
sion in which we have
come together to dedicate
Aldine’s newest high
school to Ms. Rose Avalos,
in honor of the many years
of planting, sowing and
reaping she has done into
the lives of Aldine’s youth,”
she said. “Ms. Avalos,
thank you for your many
years of continued service
to the Aldine community
as one of our school board
members. You truly are a
strong role model.”

Following Pilar’s re-
marks, Aldine’s Mariachi
Acero de Aldine performed
two songs, which was fol-
lowed by special presenta-
tions from State Rep.
Armando Walle and Dr.
Gerland Fernandez Na-
poles, president of Lone
Star College-North Harris.

Walle presented Ms.
Avalos with a proclama-
tion from the Texas House
of Representatives. She
also received proclama-
tions from U.S. Congress-
women Sheila Jackson Lee
and Sylvia Garcia, a proc-
lamation from State Sena-
tor Carol Alvarado, and a
proclamation from Harris
County Precinct 1 County
Commissioner Rodney El-
lis.

“We are here to honor
the life and dedication to

one special person, Rose
Avalos,” Walle said. “I want
to honor her legacy and her
work in our community.”

Following those presen-
tations, a video was shown
to the audience where a
number of former col-
leagues shared their sen-
timents about Ms. Avalos.

Board President Steve
Mead then accepted the
school on behalf of the
Board of Trustees.

“Rose has been a valued
member of our team for the
past 13 years,” he said. “All
of the current and past
Board members who have
served with Rose have ben-
efited from her wisdom as
a longtime educator, her
compassion for our stu-
dents and staff and for her
caring and nurturing style.
We are better people for
knowing Rose Avalos and
naming a school after this
wonderful lady is a fitting
tribute to a person who has
given so much to our school
district and our communi-
ty.”

Following Mr. Mead’s
remarks, Avalos student
Karissa Diaz and Avalos
teacher Michelle Palmer
accepted on behalf of the
student body and staff. Ri-
chard Cantu, deputy exec-
utive director of the East
Aldine District, accepted
the school on behalf of the
community.

Dr. Goffney delivered
closing remarks.

“Ms. Rose is a leader
and she’s always prepared.
She asks the tough ques-
tions and always takes
care of business,” Dr.
Goffney said. “Rose, you
are smart, funny, caring
and a true advocate for all
children. You are a person
who has won our admira-
tion and respect. We all
know Rose doesn’t just
look around and see things
that need attention, she
takes action.

“Rose, I’d like to say
thanks for being a woman
of action and not just
words. You rally many peo-
ple to work together to
complete projects, includ-
ing this state-of-the-art
campus. It is a fitting trib-
ute that this school should
bear your name.”

Sixth annual Sonny Donaldson Golf
Tournament  held to benefit Aldine
Education Foundation

Academy Award winning actor and philanthropist
Matthew McConaughey made a surprise visit to the
Aldine Education Foundation’s Sonny Donaldson Golf
Tournament at Oakhurst Golf Club on Friday, Oct.
25. McConaughey discussed his Just Keep Livin’
Foundation with those who attended the tournament.

he spoke of the work JKL
Foundation is able to do
across the US at inner city
high schools, supporting
underserved students by
providing a safe place to
learn the benefits of social,
emotional, physical, and
nutritional wellbeing as
well as a sense of gratitude
and community. Mr. McCo-
naughey welcomed Carver
HS teachers Monica Cald-
well and Cynthia Davis-
Cook and thanked them
for their leadership of the
program under the direc-
tion of Principal Pertricia
Ross. He encouraged those
present to seek ways to

support students like those
in Aldine ISD.

Aldine Education Direc-
tor Michele McGovern was
thrilled with the day, stat-
ing, “The rain can’t damp-
en the impact the golf
tournament funds will
make across Aldine ISD.
Our grants fund robotics
and arts programs as well
as literacy and math
projects. And the tourna-
ment’s sponsors typically
fund scholarships for at
least 30 Aldine ISD grad-
uates each year. These do-
nors definitely make a
difference in our District.”

Sam Houston MSTC
celebrates new school
with grand opening
ceremony

which will function as both
a gathering spot for stu-
dents, as well as a flexible
space for class lectures and
presentations.

HISD Board of Educa-
tion Trustees, HISD Inter-
im Superintendent
Grenita Lathan, Sam
Houston MSTC Principal
Alan Summers, and the
Sam Houston MSTC
JROTC, band, cheerlead-
ers, and dance team, as
well as various dignitaries,
school stakeholders, com-
munity members, stu-
dents, parents, and staff
were present last friday,
November 1, 2010 for the
grand opening at Sam
Houston MSTC, 9400 Irv-
ington Blvd., 77022.
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HOUSTON (October 29,
2019) – The Lone Star
Swing Speech and Debate
Tournament will be held
on Friday, Nov. 8, through
Sunday, Nov. 10, at Lone
Star College-North Harris,
located at 2700 W. W.
Thorne Blvd. in Houston.

Colleges and universi-
ties from Texas and beyond
will compete in speech and
debate at this regional
tournament to qualify for
the American Forensic As-
sociation’s national speech
and debate tournaments.

The American Forensic
Association is a profession-
al organization for the men
and women who train
American students in the
skills of public speaking
and study the use of rea-
soned discourse in public
life.

Lone Star College-
North Harris will co-host
the regional tournament

One of the most impor-
tant lessons children learn
is that they can make a dif-
ference in the lives of oth-
ers. Aldine students and
staff are among the mil-
lions taking part in Make
a Difference Day 2019.

Since 1992, Make a Dif-
ference Day has inspired
hundreds of thousands of
volunteers to give back to
their local communities.
National Make a Differ-
ence Day is Saturday, Oc-
tober 26. The event falls on
the fourth Saturday in Oc-
tober each year.

Taking part in the na-
tional holiday of communi-
ty services is an excellent
opportunity to teach stu-
dents to feel and show em-
pathy toward others and
increase school culture.

Charges have been filed
against a suspect wanted
in the fatal shooting of one
man and wounding of an-
other at 215 West Little
York Road about 9 p.m. on
Wednesday, Oct. 23.

The suspect, Idelfonso
Gamez Torres, 42, has been
charged with murder. He
was last seen driving a
2004 red Ford Explorer
with Texas license plates
BH05601.  He is wanted in
the fatal shooting of Au-
gustin Martinez, 48, and
the wounding of another
man, 45.

According to Houston
Police investigators, Mr.
Martinez, a tow truck driv-
er, was giving a ride to a
customer when he got into
a verbal altercation with
two males in a red Ford Ex-
plorer at an apartment
complex parking lot at the
above address.  The sus-
pects became hostile and
one of them pulled a pistol
and fired multiple shots
from inside the vehicle at
the wrecker, striking Mar-
tinez and his customer.
Martinez attempted to flee,
but crashed his vehicle and
died at the scene.  Para-
medics transported the
customer to the hospital.

Aldine ISD schools take part
in Make a Difference Day

Students at Vardeman EC/PK/K School collected items to donate for their group
project.

Aldine ISD schools are
sharing their projects on
social media this week us-
ing the hashtags
#MakeADifferenceDay
and #WeAreAldine. Due to
schedules, some AISD
campuses have been work-
ing on projects since Sep-
tember, while other schools
will take place in Novem-
ber.

School projects include
collecting and donating
non-perishable goods, toi-
letries, and raising funds
for a favorite cause.
Nice Guys & Gals Finish First

Studies show tweens in-
crease their happiness
through acts of kindness.
For children, these acts
nurture their well-being or
sense of satisfaction and
strengthen their positive

connections with peers,
thus gaining friends.
Learning to Be Kind

Other similar studies
also support that acts of
kindness toward others
benefits the giver. Children
benefit developmentally by
learning to be caring and
kind. They display more
positive, less bullying be-
haviors.

Compassionate individ-
uals feel good about them-
selves and tend to have a
positive outlook on life,
which creates a ripple ef-
fect in other areas. For in-
stance, happier kids are
also more likely to show
higher academic achieve-
ment.

Kudos to everyone mak-
ing a difference in others’
lives!

Lone Star College-North
Harris to host regional speech
and debate tournament

with Lone Star College-
University Park. The two
colleges will begin the
three-day event with
check-in and scheduling of
competitors on Friday, Nov.
8, in the Academic Build-
ing, Room 140.

The competition in-
cludes 11 categories of
speech and three catego-
ries of debate. All parts of
the tournament are open
to the public and free to
attend.

“One of the cool fringe
benefits that I love about
a college-level tournament
like this, is the opportuni-
ty it provides to high school
students who attend,” said
event organizer Wade He-
scht, LSC-North Harris
Speech Department Chair.
“The attendees will see ex-
cellent oratorical competi-
tion, and it can be very
inspiring.”

To learn more about the

Lone Star Swing Speech
and Debate Tournament,
or for information regard-
ing participation, email
Wade.Hescht@lonestar.edu.

Lone Star College offers
high quality, low-cost aca-
demic transfer and career
training education to
99,000 students each se-
mester. LSC is training to-
morrow’s workforce today
and redefining the commu-
nity college experience to
support student success.
Stephen C. Head, Ph.D.,
serves as chancellor of
LSC, the largest institu-
tion of higher education in
the Houston area with an
annual economic impact of
nearly $3 billion. LSC con-
sists of seven colleges,
eight centers, two univer-
sity centers, Lone Star Cor-
porate College and
LSC-Online. To learn more,
visit LoneStar.edu.

COMMUNITY WATCH

Martinez managed to
take the printed photo of
both suspects prior to the
shooting.

After the photos were
publicized, individuals
identified Torres as the
driver of the suspects' ve-
hicle.  It is believed he
might flee or has fled to

Suspect wanted in fatal
shooting of a tow truck driver
on W. Little York Rd.

Idelfonso Gamez Torres inside the red Ford Explorer.

Mexico.
Anyone with informa-

tion on the whereabouts of
Idelfonso Gamez Torres or
in this case is urged to con-
tact the HPD Homicide
Division at 713-308-3600
or Crime Stoppers at 713-
222-TIPS.

Houston police are in-
vestigating a fatal crash at
7600 North Freeway
(North Interstate Highway
45) about 4:10 a.m. on Sun-
day, October 27.

According to Houston
Police, the female driver of
a white Toyota Corolla was
traveling northbound on
freeway when she stopped
her vehicle.  The victim, 20,
driving a red Chrysler 200,
stopped to avoid striking
the Toyota.  Both drivers
then exited their vehicles

Investigation into fatal crash
at 7600 North Freeway

and stood between them.
The male driver of a

maroon Ford Fusion, also
traveling northbound,
failed to control his speed
and struck the victim,
causing her to be pinned
between the vehicles.  The
other female managed to
get out of the way prior to
the crash.  Paramedics
transported the victim to
HCA Houston Healthcare
Northwest where she was
pronounced deceased.  The
second female was not in-

ured.
The identity of the fe-

male victim is pending ver-
ification by the Harris
County Institute of Foren-
sic Sciences.

The male driver of the
Ford remained at the
scene.  He was questioned
and released , pending re-
sults of a mandatory blood
draw.

No charges have been
filed at this time, as the
investigation is continuing.
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ATM robbery results in
Police chase from Huffman
to Northeast Houston

Three robbers first stole this semi truck from a lot on Oates Road, and then used it
to smash an ATM machine at the Huffman ISD Credit Union building. An alarm
alerted police before the robbers could gain any money, and the results was an
hour-long chase by police, from Huffman to Humble, then Montgomery County,
then south on US59, and ending up on Lockwood at Mulvey Street.

HARRIS COUNTY –
Sheriff’s deputies were in-
volved in a high speed
chase last Friday morning,
a f t e r  three  wou ld -be
thieves attempted to steal
an ATM machine at the
Resource Credit Union site
at the Huffman ISD Cred-
it Union.

Authorities reported
that the thieves first stole
a semi truck from a sales
lot on Oates Road, and
then used it to smash into
the ATM on FM2100 in

Huffman.
All of this took place

early on Friday morning,
around 6:00 am. After dis-
lodging the ATM, an alarm
was set off and police were
ca l l  t o  a  bu lg lary  in
progress.

When the Sheriff’s dep-
uties arrived at the scene,
the three young men fled
in a white pick-up truck.
Driving at speeds up to 90
miles per hour, they drove
west on FM1960 through
Atascocita and Humble,

then Montgomery County,
and then made a U-turn
and headed south on the
Eastex Freeway, then east
on I-10 to Lockwood.

The chase was broad-
cast live on local television
stations, with the truck
cutting through traffic in
the darkness. The chase
stopped when the pick-up
crashed into a field.

Deputies apprehended
the driver, but the other
two got away and are be-
ing sought.

For Trustee Position 6,
Kimberly Booker, Danny
Spears, and Rickey Tezino
are running. Booker is the
incumbent.

For Trustee Position 7,
Viola Garcia, Terkara
Cormier, and Nico
Mathews are running.
Garcia is the incumbent.
METRO BOND ISSUE

Proposition A on the bal-
lot would authorize a $3.5
billion bond issue, to be
used for METRO street
improvements, mobility
projects, and other facili-
ties. Funds for this work
would come from the exist-
ing Sales Tax, and there
would not be any addition-
al taxes required. Projects
included in this proposal
are a new MetroRapid Bus
System, more HOV lanes,
and extension of the
MetroRail system.
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENTS

Texans will vote on 10
new Constitutional
Amendments on Novem-
ber 5th. The issues ad-
dressed include a state
income tax, creating a flood
infrastructure fund, and
funding for the Cancer Re-

search and Prevention In-
stitute of Texas. The
League of Women Voters of
Texas (LWVTX) conducts
research on each amend-
ment to provide fair and
unbiased information to
Texas voters.
VOTING LOCATIONS

BakerRipley East Aldi-
ne Campus 3000 Aldine
Mail Route Road Houston,
TX 77039

Hardy Street Senior
Citizens Center 11901

Voting on Election Day,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

West Hardy Road Houston,
TX 77076

Acres Homes Multi Ser-
vice Center 6719 West
Montgomery Road Hous-
ton, TX 77091

Northeast Multi Service
Center 9720 Spaulding
Street Houston, TX 77016

County Attorney Con-
ference Center 1019 Con-
gress Avenue Houston, TX
77002
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens
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Dear Rusty: My
husband retired at his
full retirement age of 66.
He qualified for Social
Security but also quali-
fied for Civil Service
Retirement System
(CSRS). Being so, he falls
under the Windfall Offset
Provision, and subse-
quently had his Social
Security benefit reduced
from around $900 to
$450. His full CSRS
benefit is $3,400. I have
not claimed my Social
Security benefit, but I
expect it to be around
$2000 at my full retire-
ment age of 66 in Novem-
ber. At my full retirement
age could I collect half of
his benefit and let mine
grow until age 70? Or
upon filing, am I forced to
take my full benefit
instead? If I can take half
of his benefit, would it be
half of his full benefit or
half of the reduced
benefit? Also, upon
claiming my benefit,
would my husband be
entitled to claim half, and
thus increase what he is
currently receiving on his
own benefit? In addition,
upon my death, would my
husband qualify for my
full Social Security
benefit or is he subject to
offset by the Windfall
Offset or Government
Pension Offset? Signed:
Confused About SS

Dear Confused:
Because of your hus-
band’s CSRS pension, his
own Social Security
benefit is reduced by the
Windfall Elimination
Provision (WEP), and any
spousal benefit he may be
entitled to will be affected
by the Government
Pension Offset (GPO).
Both WEP and GPO are
provisions which affect
anyone with a pension
from employment which
did not participate in the
Social Security program.

GPO is the more severe
of these two provisions,
because it reduces any
spousal (or survivor)
benefit your husband
might be entitled to by 2/
3rds of his CSRS pension,
which means that he will
not be able to get a
spousal benefit from you
when you apply (2/3rds of
his CSRS pension is more
than he would get as a
spousal benefit). You, on
the other hand, will be
eligible (at your full
retirement age, or “FRA,”
of 66) to file a “Restricted
Application for Spousal
Benefits Only,” which will
give you half of his WEP-
reduced Social Security

(NAPSI)—If you’re
enrolled in a Medicare
Advantage plan, or are
considering one, you will
have more plan choices
with a wider range of
benefits to help you better
manage your day-to-day
health needs during this
year’s open enrollment
period.

Medicare’s Annual
Enrollment Period, which
runs from Oct. 15 through
Dec. 7, gives Medicare
enrollees a chance to
revisit their Medicare
insurance coverage, make
sure it still fits their
needs and make changes
for the coming year.

Online health insur-
ance broker eHealth
outlines five of the most
important Medicare
changes to be aware of
this year:

1. New benefits to help
those with chronic illness.
Starting in January,
2020, some Medicare
Advantage Plans will
include benefits for
people with chronic
illness that will help to
support their care. A few
examples include nutri-
tion services, transporta-
tion to doctor’s
appointments and home
improvements like
shower grips and wheel-
chair access. More
traditional services like
dental care, vision care
and hearing aids also
have been expanded.

2. Medicare Advantage
premiums will be lower
next year. The average
monthly premium for
Medicare Advantage
plans is expected to be
$23 in 2020, a decrease of
14% from an average of
$26.87 in 2019, and down
28 percent since 2017.
The average Medicare
Advantage premium this
year is the lowest it’s
been since 2007.

3. Part D drug plan
premiums will be lower,
too. The average Medi-
care prescription drug
plan premium for 2020 is
$30, a decline of 13.5% as
compared with 2019
costs. Savings on out-of-
pocket costs may be
available as well. A
recent eHealth analysis of
people using
eHealthMedicare.com to
compare Medicare plans
found that fewer than one
in ten were enrolled in
the lowest cost plan for
their personal prescrip-
tion drug regimen. Those
who switched to their
optimal drug plan stood
to save an average of
$900 per year.

4. Seeing a doctor
without leaving home will
get easier. Many seniors
will have access to
Medicare Advantage
telehealth benefits to
connect with health care
providers online or by
phone. For 2020, more
than half of all Medicare
Advantage plans will
offer added telehealth
benefits, reaching up to
about 1.7 million enroll-
ees.

5. Medigap plan
options are changing.
Two of the most popular
supplemental plans (so-
called Medigap plans)
used by those enrolled in
original Medicare—Plan
F and Plan C—will no
longer be available to new
Medicare members or
those born after January
1, 1955. Fortunately,
Plan G, another Medigap
policy, offers the same
level of coverage provided
by Plan F—minus the
Part B deductible—and
will continue to be
available after January
2020. The Part B deduct-
ible was $185 in 2019.

Even if you’re happy
your Medicare coverage,
eHealth recommends that
you review your current
coverage during open
enrollment because each
year plans can and do
make changes in costs,
physician networks or
drug benefits.

5 Important
Medicare
Changes
Coming
For 2020

AUSTIN — After severe
weather struck north and
east Texas on Oct. 20, Gov.
Greg Abbott issued a disaster
declaration naming a list of
counties in that region.

Among the counties named
are: Cass, Collin, Dallas, El-
lis, Erath, Hunt, Kaufman,
Lamar, Panola, Rains, Rock-
wall, Rusk, Tarrant, Van
Zandt and Wood.

 “By issuing this declara-
tion, Texas is providing local
officials with the resources
they need to quickly respond
and recover from this storm,”
Abbott said. In addition to
providing access to state re-
sources, the declaration
waived certain regulations to
make it easier for utility com-
panies to bring in out-of-state
resources to assist in restor-
ing power.

The storm brought high
winds, heavy rains and at
least four tornadoes. Tornad-
ic action ravaged a swath 40
miles long through the Dallas
area, causing widespread de-
struction in residential areas
and businesses, forcing many
closures and resulting in the
loss of electrical power to tens
of thousands of customers.

Damages attributed to the
storm, currently estimated at
more than $2 billion, contin-
ue to be updated.

Report: The digital
divide

More than two million Tex-
as households still do not
have access to high-speed in-
ternet service.

Those findings are includ-
ed in the top story of the Oc-
tober edition of “Fiscal Notes,”
a monthly publication pro-
duced by the comptroller’s of-
fice.

The story says the digital
divide between urban and
rural Texans "has serious im-

Governor issues disaster declaration
for storm-stricken counties

plications for education, tele-
medicine, agriculture and
small business.”

Texas Comptroller Glen
Hegar commented about the
story in an Oct. 23 news re-
lease, saying, “It’s a wired
world today and we can’t ex-
pect our state to flourish un-
less we make sure as many
Texans as possible have ac-
cess to dependable high-
speed internet for everything
from educational and medi-
cal services to agricultural
technology and online sales.”

Air monitoring
increases

The Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality is
enhancing its air-monitoring
capabilities thanks to new
equipment funded by the
Texas Legislature and sav-
ings from the agency’s 2019
budget.

The Legislature granted
TCEQ’s request to equip up
to three new vehicles with

real-time, mobile air-monitor-
ing technology. Meanwhile,
budget savings are being used
to fund the installation of
three new automated gas
chromatograph air monitor-
ing stations in the Houston
area and the purchase of new
handheld air monitors.

Previously TCEQ’s vans
were equipped with instru-
ments only capable of collect-
ing data while stationary and
required a time-consuming
process to deploy and cali-
brate. The newly equipped
vans will provide the ability
for rapid survey assessments,
allowing the agency to quick-
ly sample pollutant hot spots,
map air concentrations, and
identify locations for sampling
over longer durations.

Update: Vaping, lung
issues

The Texas Department of
State Health Services has
identified 147 Texas cases of
severe lung disease in people
who reported they had
“vaped” before developing
symptoms. One of the patients
has died.

In its Oct. 22 weekly up-
date on the use of e-cigarettes
(“vaping”) and lung disease,
the agency reported that state
health officials are gathering
more information about 17
other possible cases to deter-
mine whether they are consis-
tent with the symptoms and
substance use seen in cases in
Texas and 48 other states.

Respiratory symptoms in-
clude difficulty breathing,
shortness of breath and
coughing. Some people have
also experienced nausea, vom-
iting and diarrhea. Clinicians
are urged to ask patients with
these symptoms about a his-
tory of vaping, gather as much
information as possible about
suspected cases, and report
them to DSHS.

Nationally, 1,479 cases
have been reported. The
DSHS and agencies in other
states are working with the
U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and the
Food and Drug Administra-
tion to gather evidence about
what the cases have in com-
mon and to determine a cause.

AGs target online sales
Texas Attorney General

Ken Paxton on Oct. 22 an-
nounced he has joined a bipar-
tisan coalition of 47 state and
territorial attorneys general
in calling on Facebook,
Craigslist and eBay to take
action against alcohol sales on
their platforms.

A letter from the coalition
asks the companies to:

—Review the current con-
tent posted to their websites
and to remove illegal postings
for the sales and/or transfer of
alcohol products; and

—Develop and deploy pro-
gramming to block and pre-
vent platform users from
violating state laws.

Coalition members also in-
vited the companies to join
them in forming a work group
with stakeholders from gov-
ernment and industry to ex-
plore how to establish
protocols for preventing ille-
gal alcohol sales.

Ask Rusty – How Does
My Husband’s Federal
Pension Affect Benefits?

benefit (about $225/
month). You are eligible
to use the restricted
application because you
were born before January
2, 1954 (those born after
January 1,1954 cannot
use this option). By doing
so, you can collect a
spousal benefit from your
husband while allowing
your own SS retirement
benefit to grow by 8% per
year of delay (2/3rds of
1% per month of delay) up
until you are 70 years of
age, when your benefit
amount will be 32% more
than it would be at age
66. But when you claim
your benefit at age 70
your husband’s spousal
benefit won’t be based on
your increased amount,
but rather upon your FRA
benefit amount of $2000,
which means he still
won’t get a spousal
benefit due to the Govern-
ment Pension Offset.

Finally, if you should
predecease your husband,
the GPO will also affect
his survivor’s benefit,
which is based upon 100%
of what you were receiv-
ing at your death (not on
your FRA benefit). So,
using the numbers you
provided, if your FRA
benefit would be about
$2000 your age 70 benefit
will be about $2640 (not
including COLA increas-
es). Since 2/3rds of your
husband’s CSRS pension
is $2268, he’d normally be
entitled to the difference
$372) as his survivor’s
benefit. But since that
amount is less than his
own WEP-reduced SS
benefit, he won’t get a
survivor’s benefit. As you
may be aware, the
Federal CSRS plan has
been replaced by the
Federal Employee
Retirement System
(FERS) which partici-
pates in Social Security,
so WEP and GPO do not
apply to those who retire
under FERS.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not repre-
sent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and
its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the
Social Security Adminis-
tration or any other
governmental entity.
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The game we’ve all been
waiting for has finally arrived!
No. 1-ranked LSU travels to
Tuscaloosa on Saturday night to
face No. 2-ranked Alabama in
what could be the first of two
meetings between the two best
teams in college football in 2019.

LSU is ranked No. 1 in the AP
Poll and Alabama is ranked No.
1 in the coaches’ poll so the
winner of this one not only takes
over No. 1 in both polls, but also
takes a one-game lead in the
SEC West race and is probably
the odds on favorite to play in the
SEC title game on Dec. 7 in
Atlanta.

LSU already has wins over
these ranked opponents, Texas,
Florida and Auburn, while ‘Bama
has a win over a then-ranked
Texas A&M squad.

The Crimson Tide get the
edge in the head coach matchup
considering Nick Saban has
played in big game after big
game for the last decade, while
Tiger head man Ed Orgeron.

Both teams have had issues
on defense this year and that
could be a factor as both teams
have star quarterbacks as LSU is
led by Joe Burrow, while
Alabama is led by Tua
Tagovailoa, who should return
for this game after missing three
weeks with a high ankle sprain.
In Tua’s absence, ‘Bama cruised
to wins over Tennesse (35-13)
and Arkansas (48-7), but they
don’t want to have their best
player miss the most important
game of the season. Expect Tua
to be under center come
Saturday afternoon (and don’t be
surprised if CBS moves this
game to prime time).

Burrow has been outstanding
all season long and at the
moment is the Heisman Trophy
leader. If he leads the Tigers to a
win on the road, the trophy will
probably be his.

As stated earlier, this could
be the first of two meetings
between these two rivals. Should
the loser win out (and that’s a
real possibility), they should
have enough of a resume to land
one of the four College Playoff
Berths (CFP) thanks to
Oklahoma’s upset loss at
Kansas State last week.

While the LSU-Alabama is
THE featured game this
weekend, there are a handful of
others in the NCAA and NFL
worth taking a look at as well.

Struggling Texas hosts a
Kansas State team that upset
No. 4-ranked Oklahoma two
weeks ago, 48-41. The Wildcats
exposed OU’s run defense and
could do the same to a UT team
that lost two weeks ago at TCU
and continued to struggle on the
defensive side of the ball.

The Sooners hope to bounce
back at home against a good
Iowa State team. Lincoln Riley’s
team knows it cannot afford
another loss in the Big 12 if it
hopes to land a spot in the
conference title game on Dec. 7.

In the NFL, the Texans have
the week off after playing
Jacksonville in London last
Sunday. Houston will play the
rest of the season without All-Pro
defensive end J.J. Watt, who
tore a pectoral muscle in the
team’s 27-24 win over Oakland
two weeks ago.

The Sunday Night Football
Game is a good one with
Minnesota visiting Dallas and on
Monday Night Football Seattle
visits the undefeated 49ers in a
key NFC West contest.

This weekend also marks the
end of the District 16-6A season.
MacArthur, Davis and Eisenhow-
er enter the final weekend of the
season battling for the fourth and
final playoff spot. MacArthur
entered last weekend’s game
against Davis with a 3-3 league
mark, while Davis and Eisenhow-
er both were 3-2. It appears the
fourth and final spot will be
decided on the final weekend of
the league season.

Before we take a look at this
weekend’s games, let’s review
last week’s record. An 8-4 week
upped the season record to 62-
44 (58%).

Now, onto this weekend’s
games.

HIGH SCHOOL

Eisenhower vs. Dekaney –
Eric Jackson’s Eagles face
Dekaney on Thursday night in
Thorne Stadium. Two weeks
ago, the Eagles outscored Davis
42-35 as Anthony Isom rushed
for 127 yards and two touch-
downs. They will need another
big outing from Isom if they hope
to stop a Dekaney team that is
led by quarterback Daelyn
Williams (1,417 passing yards,
18 TDs/418 rushing yard, 6
TDs). My pick, Eisenhower 26,
Dekaney 24

LSU, Alabama meet in Game of Season:
Seattle tries to take down hot 49ers

Aldine vs. Nimitz – Hank
Semler’s Mustangs take on
Richard Slater’s Cougars on
Friday night in Thorne Stadium.
It’s been a tough season for both
squads. Aldine is led by running
back Elijah Teamer, while Nimitz
is led by running back Jayvon
Davis (655 rushing yards, 6
TDs). My pick, Nimitz 24, Aldine
18

Davis at Westfield – Scott
Joseph’s Falcons face 16-6A top
dog, the Westfield Mustangs on
Friday night in Spring. Two
weeks ago, the Falcons dropped
a tough 42-35 decision to
Eisenhower. DeMarcus Barlow
turned in another strong
performance as he rushed for
151 yards and scored three
touchdowns and also threw two
touchdown passes. Westfield
has one of the best defenses in
the Houston area and a talented
quarterback in Cardell Williams
(1,122 passing yards, 15 TDs).
My pick, Westfield 30, Davis 24

MacArthur at Spring –
Wayne Crawford’s Generals host
the Spring Lions on Saturday at
Thorne Stadium looking to wrap
up a playoff spot. Two weeks
ago, the Generals earned a
hard-fought 14-7 win over
Nimitz. Defensive back Joedrick
Lewis returned an interception
89 yards for one score and Mike
Salas won the game with a 102-
yard kickoff return to secure the
victory and keep the Generals in
the playoff hunt. Spring is led by
dual-threat QB Aldyn Bradley
(791 passing yards, 9 TDs/751
rushing yards, 21 TDs). My pick,
MacArthur 23, Spring 21

NCAA

Kansas State at Texas –
Things might be getting a little
hot for Tom Herman in Austin.
Many Longhorn faithful were
expecting Herman’s team to be a
serious contender for the Big 12
title this year and perhaps even
land a CFP berth, but after
losses to LSU, OU and TCU,
those dreams have been
dashed. Texas has been
plagued by poor play on defense
all season long and that unit will
be tested again this week when
they face a KSU team that pulled
off one of the biggest upsets of
the year when the Wildcats took
down OU two weeks ago in
Manhattan. KSU quarterback

Skylar Thompson (1,207 passing
yards, 7 TDs) ran all over OU
and he could have another big
day against a poor tackling
Texas defense. UT needs to get
a big day from quarterback Sam
Ehlinger (2,378 passing yards,
23 TDs) and wide receiver Devin
Duvernay (69 receptions, 800
yards, 7 TDs). Ehlinger threw
two killer interceptions against
TCU and needs a bounce back
game against Kansas State. My
pick, Texas 33, Kansas State 29

Iowa State at Oklahoma –
Just when OU fans were
dreaming of another trip to the
CFP, Kansas State came along
to throw a monkey wrench in
those plans. OU could still earn a
spot, but they will need to win
out, win the Big 12 conference
title game and hope LSU,
Alabama or Ohio State stumbles
down the stretch. In the KSU
loss, the OU defense was
exposed allowing 48 points.
Jalen Hurts (2,469 passing
yards, 21 TDs/806 rushing
yards, 13 TDs), CeeDee Lamb
(36 receptions, 816 yards, 11
TDs) and the offense made a
furious fourth-quarterback
comeback, but it came up short.
The Sooners defense will get
another test this week from Iowa
State QB Brock Purdy (2,567
passing yards, 15 TDs).
Something tells me OU will play
much better on defense from
here on out. My pick, Oklahoma
36, Iowa State 20

LSU at Alabama – This
should be a great game to watch
as both teams possess 5-star
talent on both sides of the ball.
The key to this game could come
down to which team runs the ball
better. Both teams are two of the
best passing teams in the
country, but Saban knows a
strong running game will keep
Burrow (2,805 passing yards, 30
TDs) and star receivers Justin
Jefferson (55 receptions, 819

yards, 9 TDs) and Ja’Marr Chase
(43 receptions, 749 yards, 9
TDs) off the field for long
stretches, so don’t be surprised if
Saban give running back Najee
Harris (642 rushing yards, 5
TDs) a lot of work early behind a
veteran ‘Bama offensive line.
Burrow is going to get his yards
and scores and should be able to
make plays against a young and
inexperienced Crimson Tide
secondary. The Alabama
defense has played better as of
late holding Tennessee to 13
points and Arkansas to seven
points, but neither of those two
teams should be compared to
this LSU offense. The LSU
defense has been known to give
up big chunk plays this year so
look for Tagovailoa (2,166
passing yards, 27 TDs) to look
for big plays from his trio of gifted
receivers in DeVonta Smith (43
receptions, 721 yards, 9 TDs),
Jerry Jeudy (52 receptions, 682
yards, 8 TDs) and Henry Ruggs,
III (26 receptions, 513 yards, 6
TDs). With three solid weapons,
LSU can’t take the chance of
doubling one, because the other
two will burn them. I don’t think
LSU will be intimidated playing at
Alabama, but I think the Crimson
Tide’s big-game experience, and
Saban, will be the difference in
this one. My pick, Alabama 24,
LSU 21

NFL

Carolina at Green Bay – The
Panthers pay a visit to Lambeau
Field hoping Cam Newton is
ready to return to action. Two
weeks ago, Carolina was blown
out at San Francisco, 51-13 and
needs to start racking up wins to
keep New Orleans within sight in
the NFC South. While the
Panthers were getting blown out,
the Packers won a tough road
game at Kansas City as Aaron
Rodgers (2,327 passing yards,

16 TDs) threw three touchdown
passes, and the game-winner to
running back Aaron Jones (466
rushing yards, 11 total TDs).
Carolina running back Christian
McCaffrey (735 rushing yards, 8
TDs) might find it tough to run
against a very solid GB front
seven. My pick, Green Bay 26,
Carolina 17

Buffalo at Cleveland – The
Battle of the Rust Belt takes
place in Cleveland on Sunday
when the Bills visit the disap-
pointing Browns. Two weeks
ago, the Bills entered their game
with the Eagles with a 5-1 record
and one of the best defenses in
the NFL, but the Eagles lit them
up for 31 points en route to a 31-
13 pasting at home. Quarterback
Josh Allen (1,443 passing yards,
9 TDs) needs to improve his play
and he will face a Cleveland
defense that can rush the
quarterback. The Browns have
struggled on offense this year
behind second-year QB Baker
Mayfield (1,690 passing yards, 6
TDs, 11 interceptions), so look
for running back Nick Chubb
(738 rushing yards, 6 TDs) to
carry the load as the Browns
make their fans happy with a win
over Buffalo.  My pick, Cleveland
23, Buffalo 20

Los Angeles Rams at
Pittsburgh – After dropping
three games in a row in October,
the Rams rebounded with back-
to-back wins before their bye
week and return to action this
week with a road game at
Pittsburgh. The Rams got the
passing game going in their 24-
10 win over the Bengals in
London as wide receiver Cooper
Kupp (58 receptions, 752 yards,
6 TDs) grabbed seven passes
for 220 yards and one touch-
down from Jared Goff (2,367
yards, 11 TDs). Look for the
Rams to give running back Todd
Gurley (355 rushing yards, 6
TDs) plenty of work against the
Steelers as they continue to build
momentum on the back end of
the season. My pick, Los
Angeles Rams 30, Pittsburgh 17

Minnesota at Dallas – A
good one for the Sunday Night
Football crew pits the Vikings
against the Cowboys in AT&T
Stadium. After a rough start,
quarterback Kirk Cousins (1,997
passing yards, 13 TDs) has
come on as of late to bring
balance to the Vikings offense.

Running back Dalvin Cook (823
rushing yards, 9 TDs) is having
an All-Pro season and wide
receiver Stefon Diggs (37
receptions, 706 yards, 4 TDs) is
making plays down field. The
Dallas defense will need to play
like it did three weeks ago when
it pressured Eagles QB Carson
Wentz all night long and forced a
couple of turnovers in their 34-10
win that just might have turned
their season around. The Dallas
offense will face a very good
Minnesota defense, but the
Cowboys have a few weapons of
their own in quarterback Dak
Prescott (2,123 passing yards,
12 TDs), running back Ezekiel
Elliott (602 rushing yards, 6 TDs)
and wide receiver Amari Cooper
(38 receptions, 621 yards, 5
TDs). Look for the Dallas
defense to get after Cousins
early and force a turnover or two
and have Prescott take some
shots down field to Cooper to
open up the running game for
Elliott. Cowboys earn a tough
win as they look to build
momentum in the second half of
the season.  My pick, Dallas 23,
Minnesota 20

Seattle at San Francisco –
Don’t look now, but the 49ers
might be the best team this side
of Foxborough thus far in the
2019 season. And they are
getting it done with defense.
Entering last Thursday night’s
game at Arizona, the 49ers
defense had allowed just 11
points per game and looked
dominant in its 51-13 throttling of
Carolina two weeks ago. That
defense will get a good test on
Monday night when it faces
Russell Wilson (2,127 passing
yards, 17 TDs), Chris Carson
(659 rushing yards, 3 TDs) and
wide receivers Tyler Lockett (46
receptions, 615 yards, 4 TDs)
and DK Metcalf (23 receptions,
402 yards, 4 TDs). The 49ers
aren’t an explosive offense, but
they do run the ball well behind
Tevin Coleman (446 rushing
yards, 5 TDs). Quarterback
Jimmy Garoppolo (1,489 passing
yards, 9 TDs) is a good game
manager and takes what
defenses give him. Look for him
to hook up with talented tight end
George Kittle (40 receptions, 462
yards, 1 TD) for some big plays
as the 49ers show a national
audience that they truly are the
real deal. My pick, San Francisco
30, Seattle 20
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SEMI-RETIRED
Handyman will do
carpentry,
painting, roof
repairs, mobile
homes, pressure
washing. Lifetime
Houstonian.
713-754-0923.
Don.          16-tfn
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DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS:
SGT 2000 Motor
Freight Inc. Company
Earn Up To $.45 p/
mile. O/O Earn Up To
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E. Sign On Bo-
nus $5000*
Company – Owner
Operators
713-674-2076

      44-4

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Part Time Position available for

Newspaper ad sales person for the
Aldine and North Channel areas.
Set your own hours. Commission
basis means you can earn more.
Bilingual helpful. Car required.

Send resume to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

FrugalFrugal
FrogFrog MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

Classifieds
713-266-3444

C H U R C H    L I S T I N G S

BAPTIST:
• Betania Baptist Church, 11450
Turn St. 281-442-4258
• Center of Life Baptist Church,
11250 Bentley St. 281-442-5433
• De Priest Baptist Church, 5609
Mount Houston Rd. 281-449-0774
• Esperanza Baptist Church,
14710 Mill Rd. 281-227-0123
• First Baptist Church Kinwood,
5538 Lauder Rd. 281-442-3823
• First Baptist Church N. Houston,
4422 Lauder Rd. 281-449-7201
• First Unity Baptist Church, 2110
Aldine Bender Rd. 281-445-7379
• Grace Missionary Baptist
Church, 1823 Aldine Mail Route.
281-442-7137
• Greater Purelight Missionary,
12330 Vickery St. 281-987-1980
• Harmony Baptist Church, 1325
Lauder Rd. 281-442-3444
• Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist,
4730 Gaston St. 281-442-2947
• New Beginning Baptist Church ,
10921 Foy Ln. 713-696-9249
• New Mt. Olive Baptist Church,
4706 Mount Houston Rd. 281-
227-6885
• Parkwood Baptist Church
P.O. Box 60143. 281-442-5359

• Sonrise Community Church
P.O. Box 111581. 281-449-0994
• South Aldine Baptist Church
2121 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-442-
3124

CATHOLIC:
• St. Leo the Great Catholic
2131 Lauder Rd. 281-449-2344

CHRISTIAN
•Faith Christian Center
10118 Tidwell Rd. 281-459-1709

CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST
•Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, 65 Melbourne Street.
281-799-6289.

CHURCH OF THE NAZA-
RENE:
• Woodsdale Church of the Naza-
rene, 4903 Hollybrook Ln. 281-
442-4107

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS:
• Jehovah’s Witnesses
4416 Mohawk St. 281-442-1612

LUTHERAN:
• St Luke’s Lutheran Church,
11025 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
442-2180
•Beautiful Savior Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church, 215 Ritten-
house. 281-445-2203

METHODIST:
•Aldine First United Methodist
Church, 4623 Aldine Bender Rd.
281-442-4961.
•El Mesias United Methodist
Church, 406 E. Rittenhouse St.
713-699-8990.

PENTALCOSTAL:
• Calvary Pentecostal Church of
God, 3122 Hopper Rd. 713-694-
6112
• Iglesia Pentecostal Unida, 2410
Bertrand St. 281-590-5187
• Temple of Salvation, 4906 Haile
St. 281-987-2655

PRESBYTERIAN:
•Westminster Church
14050 Aldine Westfield Rd.
281-442-7210

SPANISH-SPEAKING:
• El Monte Calvario Church
P.O. Box 11726. 281-987-1174
• Iglesia de Dios Santidao
11721 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
219-0707
• La Iglesia de Dios Santa Sion
2332 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-449-
0536
• Manantial de Vida
2810 Lauder Rd. 281-442-7709
• Primera Iglesia Bautista
13380 Korenek St. 281-590-5642

NON-DEMOMINATIONAL/
OTHER
• Aldine Christian Church
2233 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-442-
9751
• Apostolic Bible Ctr.
P.O. Box 8569. 281-442-5171
• Bethel Community Church
2414 Lauder Rd. 281-449-1473
• Church of the Living God
4422 Hopper Rd. 281-219-3853
• Church the Lord Jesus Christ
11268 E. Hardy Rd. 281-442-0303
•Church of the Lord Jesus Christ
9407 Crofton St. 713-631-7339.
• Emmanuel Deliverance Temple
4718 Littlecrest Rd. 281-987-9166
• Grace Restoration Church

13223 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
449-5996
• Houston Restoration Church
1831 Hartwick Rd. 281-227-6260
• Houston Revival Temple
5801 Mary Francis Dr. 281-987-
3305
• Jesus Center, 11742 Aldine
Westfield Rd. 281-590-3216
• Monument of Faith Church-God
2233 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-442-
2002
• New Covenant Missionary
Church, 2202 Aldine Bender Rd.
281-987-7170
•New Gate Fellowship, 4234
Mount Houston Rd. 713-166-6684
• North Central Assembly of God,
13703 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
907-6609
• Pillar of Glory, 14341 Lee Rd.
281-449-6404
•Sabbathay Kingdom, 4034 Linder
St. at Kelley and Hirsch Rd., Hous-
ton, 77026. 713-635-3025.
• Temple de Poder, 10912 Aldine
Westfield Rd. 281-372-1060
• Tomb of Jesus, 1301 Aldine Mail
Rt. 281-987-1371
• Word of Deliverance Life Ctr
4001 Darwin St. 281-227-0700
• Phuc Vien Temple, 14101 East-

ex Fwy. 281-449-1900
• Gospel Shop
14341 Lee Rd. 281-227-8898
• Jimmie Guillory
13120 Luthe Rd. 281-449-6016
• Dynamic Global Interprises Inc.
2201 Little York Rd. 713-695-9830
•The Shelter Church, 4102 Laud-
er Rd. 281-846-4538

Corrections or additions can be
sent to nenewsroom@aol.com,
attn. Church Listing or by calling
713-266-3444.

Did You
Know?

Small Ads
get

attention,
and are

economical.
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L I F E S T Y L E

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392

PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

RECENT DEATHS
Marry Torres
Cindy Cejda Burge
Emma Suarez
Anna Lou Parish

Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

TREE SERVICE

DEALERSHIP

Select a Car
BUY HERE PAY HERE

*Bring this AD and
get $500 OFF*

713-300-2584
selectacarllc@gmail.com

3911 Aldine Mail Route Rd., 77039

Advertise your
Yard Sale

713-266-3444

HALL FOR
RENT

281-442-0578

Seats
Approximately
125 Persons

American Legion
Post 578

3415 Aldine Mail Route

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey---

1. Is the book of Daniel in the
Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. Whose first verse is "The
elder unto the well-beloved
Gaius, whom I love in the truth"?
1 Samuel, 1 Chronicles, 2 Peter,
3 John

3. From Exodus 25, what
pure gold cover was placed on
the Ark of the Covenant? Mercy
seat, Mordecai lid, Mina top,
Myrrhan mirror

Toss it into
the can. It’s
a neat idea.

4. What of Jesus' does
Matthew 13:56 speak of?
Brothers, Sisters, Parables,
Apostles

5. Which prophet was famous
for his vision of the dry bones?
Hosea, Ezekiel, Jeremiah,
Nathan

6. What was the first sin?
Idolatry, Gluttony, The Fall,
Covetousness

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) 3
John; 3) Mercy seat; 4) Sisters;
5) Ezekiel; 6) The Fall

Madelyn Suarez
Florence Jean Kearns
Eluger J. Bourda Sr.
Kline Hendricks

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Call: 281-799-9076 or 832-650-4360

Text: 832-906.4214
marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA
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Last year’s winning booth at
Brookside Dia de los Muertos

THIS PHOTO RAN LAST WEEK, WITH INCORRECT
IDENTIFICATION. This booth was hosted by EAST
ALDINE UNITE, which included some Green Forest
Civic Club and Castlewood Civic Club members. It won
first place in last year’s Dia de los Muertos event at
Brookside. In the photo are Connie and Alex Esparza,
and Marina Sugg and others.

demic continues to steal
lives all around us. We know
county government can be
an agent for positive change,
working around barriers
and unfunded mandates to
keep our communities safe.
The measures we are an-
nouncing today are real,
common-sense actions that
will save lives and protect
some of our most vulnera-
ble residents, including vic-
tims of domestic violence
and children."

"While action to address
gun violence stalls at the
state and federal level, I'm
proud of the actions that
Harris County is taking at
the local level to protect vul-
nerable members of our
community from gun-relat-
ed domestic violence," said
Commissioner Rodney Ellis.
"We must always do what
we can to prevent and re-
duce all forms of gun vio-
lence in our communities."

In addition to the expan-
sion Safe Surrender pro-
gram, Harris County
officials are working togeth-
er to address gun-related
violence through the follow-
ing initiatives:

.    Expedited reporting of
disqualifying convictions for
firearms ownership: The
Harris County District
Clerk's Office will report
convictions that disqualify
people from owning fire-
arms to the Department of
Public Safety within five
business days, faster than
currently required by law.

.    Gun lock distribution:
Precinct One Constables are
distributing gun locks at
community service events.

.    Task force: The Harris
County Public Health De-
partment has begun a task
force on violence and injury
prevention.

Harris County officials
will return to Commission-
ers Court with an imple-
mentation plan and funding
recommendations for the
Safe Surrender program by
the November 12, 2019
meeting.

Gun-
Related
Violence,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Community
Meeting,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

2019 Fall Festival,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Day of the Dead,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CORRECTION:

tional stormwater de-
tention basin storage
within the project area
communities.

These projects will be
funded with bonds ap-
proved by Harris Coun-
ty voters on August 25,
2018.

Community engage-
ment is an important
component of the Bond
Program and  your par-
ticipation is very rele-
vant as the program is
implemented.

The Community En-
gagement Meeting will
be held on:

MONDAY,
NOVEMBER 11, 2019,

from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
HARDY SENIOR

CENTER
11901 W Hardy Rd,
Houston, TX 77076

The Community En-
gagement Meeting will
begin at 6 p.m. with a
brief presentation at
6:15 p.m. An open house
will follow the presenta-
tion, where interested
residents are invited to
review informational
exhibits, discuss the
project with Harris
County representatives
and provide comments
to the Harris County
Flood Control District.

Information from the
meeting will be avail-
able the next day on the
website. For questions,
please contact the Flood
Control District at 346-
286-4000, or fill out the
comment form online
www.hcfcd.org/C26 OR
www.hcfcd.org/C28.

and face painting with that
theme.

Attractions included
live entertainment from
Aldine ISD dance and mu-
sic classes, food trucks,
games, raffles, face paint-
ing, a kid’s dance contest,
and emphasizing the
theme, a Sugar Skull Face
contest. Also showing was
the Disney movie COCO.

Sponsors of the event
included Brookside Funer-
al Home and Memorial
Park, Lone Star College-
North Harris East Aldine
campus, BakerRipley, Aldi-
ne ISD Avalos P-Tech
School, Harris County
Sheriff ’s Office, and the
East Aldine District.

Unusually good weath-
er contributed to everyone
having a fun time, accord-
ing to the organizers.

About two dozen organi-
zations had information
booths, and games, face
painting, balloon figures,
and much more. A number
of Bounce Houses and cas-
tles kept the kids enter-
tained. Exhibits also
included Westfield Fire
Department engine, and
an ambulance from Harris
County Emergency Corps.

A Robot Stiltwalker leads the child’s dance contest.

Aldine Dance Troup with a Death Dance

Best Booth - Pookie’s Pops Explorers with Skeleton
Lady

Dia de los Muertos at
Brookside featured:
UPPER LEFT, Young
Flamenco Dancers;
BELOW LEFT, a
Mariachi Band;
BELOW RIGHT, a
Fantasy Dance of
Zombies and other
Spirits.


