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 1: And it came to pass
in those days, that there
went out a decree from
Caesar Augustus, that all
the world should be taxed.

2: (And this taxing was
first made when Cyrenius
was governor of Syria.)

3: And all went to be
taxed, every one into his
own city.

4: And Joseph also went
up from Galilee, out of the
city of Nazareth, into
Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and
lineage of David:)

5: To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife,
being great with child.

6: And so it was, that, while they were there, the
days were accomplished that she should be
delivered.

7: And she brought forth her firstborn son, and
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in
a manger; because there was no room for them in
the inn.

8: And there were in the same country shep-
herds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night.

9: And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about
them: and they were sore afraid.

10: And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for,
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people.

11: For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

12: And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying
in a manger.

13: And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and
saying,

14: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.

15: And it came to pass, as the angels were
gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds
said one to another, Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to
pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.

16: And they came with haste, and found Mary,
and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

17: And when they had seen it, they made
known abroad the saying which was told them
concerning this child.

18: And all they that heard it wondered at those
things which were told them by the shepherds.

19: But Mary kept all these things, and pon-
dered them in her heart.

20: And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things that they had heard
and seen, as it was told unto them.

The Christmas Story
Luke 2:1-20,

King James Version

East Aldine holds Partner Awards

Aldine ISD honors building
Namesakes at luncheon

Aldine ISD Superintendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney
visits with former Trustee Marine Jones at the 2019
Namesake Luncheon on Tuesday, Dec. 10 at the
M.O. Campbell Educational Center. Jones Middle
School is named in Mrs. Jones' honor.

Many of the schools and
buildings in Aldine Inde-
pendent School District
are named after individu-
als that left an indelible
mark in the community.
Superintendent Dr. LaTon-
ya M. Goffney reached out
to the district’s many
namesakes to honor them
and let them know their
spirit for giving students
the best educational expe-
rience continues.

Nearly 20 honorees or
their family members at-
tended the inaugural
Namesake Luncheon held
Tuesday, December 10, at
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See NAMESAKES, p. 3

ELECTION RESULTS

Turner wins
mayor’s runoff

Harris County reported
that over 200,000 voters
turned out for the runoff
e l e c t i o n
held last
Saturday.
Incumbent
M a y o r
Sylvester
Turner de-
feated chal-
lenger Tony
Buzbee, the most interest-
ing of several races.

Others of local interest
elected were City Council-
men David Robinson,
Michael Kubosh, Letitia
Plummer, Sallie Alcorn, and
Karla Cisneros, who won by
12 votes out of 10,554 cast.

The East Aldine District
held their annual Strategic
Partner Awards last
Thursday night, at the
Greer & Lowdermilk Con-
ference Center in Aldine.
The event is meant to hon-
or those citizens or organi-
zations who have
contributed during the
year to the quality of life
improvements that are the
goal of the district.

Emcee for the evening
was Joyce Wiley, a board
member of the East Aldi-
ne District. Over a hun-
dred persons attended the
festive occasion. Many of
them were supporters of
the district’s activities.

See PARTNER
AWARDS, Page 8

Gilbert Hoffman,
publisher of the
Northeast News,
received the Chairman’s
Award from Chairman
Gerald Overturff.

Some of the Awards recipients pose for a
photograph after the ceremony, including Sheriff’s
deputies Eleazar Agrait, Josue Herrera, and Ronnie
Jones, who received the Governmental Award. Also
second from left, Abel Garza with the Education
Award, Valencia Dotson with the Volunteer award,
and Gilbert Hoffman, Chairman’s Award.
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Merry
Christmas

from

STEVE
MEAD

Aldine School Board  &
Optimist Club President

Component Sales & Service
281-442-8127

Happy
Holidays

Best Wishes to all the residents of Aldine
and Northeast Houston

Have a safe and prosperous New Year!

EAST ALDINE DISTRICT
713-595-1232

We thank you for
another Year of
Support for your

Community Newspaper

Best Wishes
for the

Holiday Season

Merry Christmas
From the members

of
The Aldine

Optimist Club
Supporting the

youth of Aldine

SEASON’S GREETINGS
TO THE

EAST ALDINE COMMUNITY

Best Wishes to
Everyone

in our Community
For a Happy New Year

Airline
Improvement District

281-757-1788
airlinedistrict.org

Best Wishes for the
Holidays

tLetters to Santa ttLetters to Santa t

fill your home with love and joy
through the closeness of friends,
family, and the comfort of home.

And may our nation renew ourselves
to serving the least amongst us and
treating one another with respect

and dignity.

SYLVIA  R. GARCIA

Happy Holidays

Thank you for
giving me the

honor of
representing you

at the
Texas House of

Representatives.

from
Armando and
Debbie Walle

& Family

***
Dear Santa,
My name is alex

Pacheco eli. I want a
xbox and for tnite game
and more light For my
bike and a poser and a
iPhone and a hover-
board and a Nintendo.

Alex Pacheco, 8 years
old

Dear Santa,
I would like a camera,

poster, boards, also a

sunyday toy and
fancy nancy, and a
rilly sparkly dress,
also a glitter and
paent, grafts set. I
also for everyone to
get what thay want,
and a good day for
my mom dad and
brother.

Kelsie Blas, 8
years old

***

Dear Santa,
 I would like a

Dollhouse. I would alos
like Cristmas books. I
have been really good
this year. Cleaned my
room. I help my sisters.

Abby Carley, 8 years
old

***

***
Dear Santa,
I would like an haver-

bord. I would also like
clothes and an American
girl doll. I have been jolly
good this year. I have
been helping my mom do
the dishes. And I help my
dad put wood up.

Addison Sebren, 9
years old

***
Dear Santa,
I would like 20 gange

shot gun for nuntn2.
Woiders Bottom Land. I
would like ciiMbin stone.

Erodr Srarks, 9 years
old

***
***
Dear Santa,
I would like Boxy

girls. I would also like
Beare Stuff. I have been

really good this year. I
cleaned my room and I
did my cloths and hang
up my cloths and I did
my bed and a American
fridge and American
baker and mini Back-
Packs for my dolls.

Ilany, 9 years old
***

Dear Santa,
I would like an hover

board I would also like a

phone case for my phone
have been really good
this year. I was a good
     boy this year kept my
     room clean.

 Aiden Gonzalez Pet, 9
       years old

***
Dear Santa,
I have done a lot of

things and went trew a
lot during the past few
years, my dog that I had
a while ago got taken by
some people and have
been wanting another
one even since then,
though I might get
another one sometime in
the future. One thing
more recently that has
been bothering me is
that my room has been
destroyed and has been
under construction for
the past year now and
had to sleep in the living
room since then, and I
wasn’t able to have
much privacy because of
that. My brother had
heart failier a couple of
months back and had
like 2 to 3 different
surgeries. So I’ve been
going threw a lot and I
would help if I had a yeri
microphone, and some
good video capture card
that could record video
games in really high
quality. Just so I could
have some cool videos to
have so I could just have
something to occupie my
time and look back on
some times when I was
having then.

Adam Hampton, 13
years old

***
Dear Santa,
How is

everything
going I cleaned
my room thank
you for the ps4
last year. This
year I would
like a new
Phone. Merry
Christmas.

Anthony
Rodriguez, 9
years old

Season’s Greetings
from

JEDS HARDWARE
5415 Aldine Mail Route @ Hwy 59 North

281-442-2579
www.JedsHardware.com

Dear Santa,
I’ve been a good boy at

school and I want a
Fortnite Blaster.

David Montemayor, 8
Thompson Elementary

***
Dear Santa,
I’ve ben a good girl

Santa. I want a  slime for
Xmas and a Sausashie.
Please. Merry Xmas,
Santa.

Gizell Lopez, 7
Thompson Elementary

***
Dear Santa,
Hi my name is Diana. I

want an iPad and a new
TV set. I wish everybody
a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year 2020.
My sister needs new
dishes, my neice a new
toy. Nephew a new toy
truck for him.

Diana, 52
MacArthur HS
***

Dear Santa,
I know you are

checking your list to see
who is good or bad. I
know I am bad but I am
trying to make it up by
helping my mom. Also
can I please please
please get the New
Iphone with  dark pink
case for my phone.
Thank you Santa!

Emily Alexis, 11 years
old

***
Dear Santa,
I have been a little

bad, but I listen well. I
what you to take care of
people who need a home.
All I what for
Christmas is a
tablet to play
games on and
listen to music.
Thank you.

Mia Aguilar, 9
years old

***
Dear Santa,
I would like a

pacet watch. I
also would like a
new haverboard.
I would also like
a nap. I have
been very good
this year.

Brooke, 8
years old
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The Near Northwest
Management District ac-
knowledged the campus
improvements and facility
upgrades at Hoffman Mid-
dle School and Eisenhow-
er High School during its
December Business Net-
work Celebration.

The improvements were
made using funds from the
$798 million bond referen-
dum passed by voters in
2015.

The management dis-
trict presented Superin-
tendent Dr. LaTonya M.
Goffney and each of the
school’s principals with the
Grow Near Awards for the
district’s work to improve
the visual appearance of
each school. The work
aligns directly with the or-
ganization’s focus on re-
branding the area.

Work at Hoffman Mid-
dle School included new
sidewalks and drainage
improvements. Eisenhow-The St. Hope

Foundation Award
was received by
recipient Yuroba
Harris recently, at a
Gala Celebration in
celebration of St.
Hope's 20th
Anniversary
Celebration, held at
the Hobby Center.
Pictured is Yuroba
holding the award.

Another round of ap-
plause and congratula-
tions goes to Hambrick 8th
Grade student Luis
Orozco.  Orozco was chosen
to participate in the Inter-
national Champions Cup
(ICC) Futures Tourna-
ment.  This tournament
will be held in Orlando,
Florida from December 9-
16.  The ICC Futures Tour-
nament is a premier youth
tournament that showcas-
es the world’s future soccer
stars from all over the
world.  Orozco plays soccer
with the Houston Dynamo
Academy youth program
and previously participat-

Hambrick student to
compete in International
Soccer Tournament

Near Northwest Management District recognizes
2 Aldine ISD schools for campus improvements

er’s construction was sim-
ilar and focused on the in-
stallation of drainage and
fire hydrants around the
campus.

The Near Northwest
Management District was
created in 2001 to address

concerns about public safe-
ty and economic develop-
ment in the area of
Houston between T.C. Jest-
er Boulevard on the east,
Pinemont Drive on the
south, Hollister Drive on
the west, and State Road

249 on the north. The or-
ganization is made up of
small business owners,
commercial property ten-
ants, and community lead-
ers who promote economic
growth in the area.

ed in the US Soccer Devel-
opment Academy Regional
Showcase in Dallas earli-
er this year.

Luis Orozco

Near Northwest Management District presenting awards to Superintendent
Dr. LaTonya and school principals.

JINGLE BELL RUN: Students at Vardeman EC/PK  enjoyed a Jingle Bell Run during PE class last

week!. Students were timed on a 300 meter race!. Our Pandas rocked their running assessment!    Submitted: By Linda Nigro

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

tLetters to Santa t

Yuroba Harris
receives St. Hope award

***
Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs.

Clause doing? I hope you
are doing well? I have
been doing good with
Reading! Thank you for
the tablet last year. This
year I would want a doll.
I would be so thankful
for it. Merry Christmas
don’t get sick yall.

Kalli Olree, 8 years
old

***
Dear Santa,
How is everything

going? I hope you are
dping well! I try hard to
be helpflu. Thank you for
the stuff that you gave
me last year! I really
loved the pony! This year
I want a intend sich. It
wode make me happy!
Merry Christmas!

Anabell Salinas, 8
years old

Namesakes,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the M.O. Campbell Educa-
tional Center. Dr. Goffney,
Board Trustee President
Steve Mead, and fellow
trustees greeted and spoke
with honorees.

Dr. Goffney also took a
moment to share the new
choices and opportunities
AISD offers students, the
five-year strategic plan,
current work, and how it
all impacts the future of
Aldine.

“Before I came to Aldi-
ne, I knew about the dis-
trict’s strong history to
give every student the best

educational experience
possible,” Goffney said.
“During my listening tour,
one common theme
emerged: Aldine is a won-
derful school district with
a history of success. That
is a testament to the mark
you — our namesakes —
left on our district. Since
coming on board, I have
sought to build on that
foundation as we move for-
ward.

Before leaving the lun-
cheon, honorees received a
gift from the school named
after them.

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it Clean

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks ***Sorry No Passes             CLOSED CAPTION

**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6p. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 • Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 p

General Admission $7.50 • 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted  BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 • Theater 281-874-1141 • www.pccmovies.com

* Black Christmas (PG-13) -12:00pm,
2:15pm, 4:30pm, 7:00pm, 9:30pm
* HELL ON THE BORDER (R) -
12:45pm, 3:45pm, 6:45pm, 9:30pm
* JUMANJI: The Next Level (PG-13) -
12:30pm, 1:00pm, 4:00pm, 6:30pm,
7:00pm, 9:45pm
* JUMANJI: The Next Level (PG-13) -
12:00pm, 6:00pm, Spanish Dubbed
* JUMANJI: The Next Level 3D (PG-
13)  3:00pm, 3:30pm, 9:00pm, 9:30pm
* RICHARD JEWELL (R) -
12:15pm, 3:10pm, 6:10pm, 9:10pm
* En brazos de un asesino (R) -
12:10pm, 2:30pm, 5:00pm, 7:15pm,
9:30pm
Spanish w/ English Subtitles
KNIVES OUT (PG-13) -
12:00pm, 3:00pm, 6:00pm, 9:00pm

FRIDAY–WEDNESDAY 12/13-12/18

QUEEN & SLIM (R) -
12:15pm   Closed Caption
QUEEN & SLIM (R) -
3:15pm, 6:15pm, 9:15pm
21 BRIDGES (R) -  6:00pm, 8:45pm
FROZEN II (PG) -  12:30pm, 6:0pm
FROZEN II (PG) -
3:00pm, 9:00pm  Spanish Dubbed
* FROZEN II in RealD 3D (PG) -
12:30pm, 6:00pm  Spanish Dubbed
* FROZEN II in RealD 3D (PG) -
3:30pm, 9:30pm
HARRIET (PG-13) -  12:00pm, 3:00pm
TERMINATOR: Dark Fate (R) -
6:00pm, 8:50pm
COUNTDOWN (PG-13) - 12:15pm,
2:30pm, 4:40pm, 7:00pm, 9:10pm
MALEFICENT: Mistress of Evil (PG)
12:00pm   Spanish Dubbed
* MALEFICENT: Mistress of Evil 3D
(PG) -  3:00pm  Spanish Dubbed

MOVIES have Stadium Seating &
Closed Caption & Audio Description

Opens THURSDAY,  Dec. 19
* STAR WARS:SKYWALKER (PG13)
     2D & 3D - 6:00p  9:20p
* CATS
     7:00p  9:30p
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

tLetters to
Santa t
***
Dear Santa,
How is everything

going? I’m good at
helping and math. Thank
you for the stuf you gave
me I liked to play with
them. I had my hart on a
faseblade. If I got it I will
be happy. Merry Christ-
mas.

Tate White, 8 years
old

***
Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs.

Clause doing? I hope you
are doing well. I am
doing good in reading I
really need to try harder
in math. Thank you for
the gifts last year. This
year I would like to
havea LoL doll’s and I
will share it to my
friend’s and I will like to
have a alppe watch and
I really need it to call my
mom when something
goes wrong so pls.

Zoeybeth Valencia, 9
years old

***
Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs.

Claus doing? I hope you
had a great year! I have
been good I only got a
couple conduct marks
better than last year.
Thank you for the
presents last year I
would like a nurf gun
bullets and a nededo. If I
got that my heart would
be blown up. Merry
Chrsitmas.

Brycen Schroden, 8
years old

***
Dear Santa,
How is everything

going? I’ve been helping
my mom. I realy love the
ipad. This year I would
like a xbox one, I would
love it! Merry Christmas!

Lane Landree, 8 years
old

***
Dear Santa,
I hope your doing

well! I will be on my best
behaver. Thank you for
the gifts you gave me
last year. I would love a
phone and it will make
me so happy. Merry
Christmas Santa.

Madelyn Sebren, 9
years old

***
Dear Santa,
I would like cupcakes

and cake and a pex fish
and cookies and a new
backpack and a doll-
house.

Zady bejarano, 9
years old

***
Dear Santa,
I would like an

Nintendo swich, Mi-
necraft toys, phone,
super Mario toys, Sonick
toys, Lost Kitteys toys. I
have been relly good this
year. I helped my with
chohres.

Anthony C., 8 years
old

***
Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs.

Clause doing? I hope you
are doing well! I have
inproved a lot! I have
good grades! Thank you
for the dool you got me!
This year I hope for a
baby a live! I would
share it a lot! And it
would fill my hart with
joy. Merry Christmas!

Kyndra Thompson, 9
years old

***
Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs.

Clause doing? I tried to
do my best and I did
king of good. Thank you
for the Xbox 1 last year.
This year can I get some
books and Legos. And I
will be really really
happy! Merry Christmas!

Keegan Mcgee, 9
years old

***

AUSTIN — Before vot-
er-approved amendments
to the Texas Constitution
are set in stone, it is the
governor's duty to public-
ly proclaim the results of
the election.

On Dec. 4, Gov. Greg
Abbott posted such a proc-
lamation, having first cer-
tified the tabulation
prepared by the Texas sec-
retary of state, the state’s
chief election officer.

In his proclamation, Ab-
bott listed the nine of 10
proposed amendments
that passed in the Nov. 5
constitutional amendment
election. The one that did
not pass, and therefore not
included in the proclama-
tion, was Proposition 1, the
proposed constitutional
amendment allowing a
person to hold more than
one office as a municipal
judge at the same time.

Complete results of the
election are available at
sos.texas.gov and analyses
of proposed constitutional
amendments are available
from the Legislative Re-
search Library of Texas at
lrl.texas.gov.

Data resource
launches

The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and the
Texas Commission on En-
vironmental Quality on
Nov. 29 announced an on-
line resource to update the
public on response efforts
regarding the Nov. 27 TPC
Group Plant Explosion in
Port Neches.

More than 20 federal,
state, county and local gov-
ernment entities worked
together in response to the
explosion that resulted in
three injuries and the re-
lease of butadiene, a pet-
rochemical used in the
manufacture of tires. The
EPA and the TCEQ contin-
ue to be focused on provid-
ing the assistance and
coordination needed to ad-
dress on-site and off-site
environmental impacts.

The resource, called Sto-
ry Map, can be accessed
online via epa.gov and
tceq.texas.gov. Response
actions, maps and photos
are featured.

Revenue total is
higher

Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on Dec. 3 an-
nounced state sales tax
revenue totaled $3.18 bil-
lion in November, 6.2 per-
cent more than the amount

reported in November
2018.

Hegar said growth was
led by collections from the
wholesale trade, construc-
tion and restaurant sec-
tors, while collections from
the oil and gas mining sec-
tor declined from last year.
Also, total sales tax reve-
nue for the three months
ending in November 2019
was up 4.8 percent com-
pared to the same period a
year ago.

The sales tax is the larg-
est source of funding for
the state budget, account-
ing for 57 percent of all tax
collections.

Goal: Strengthen
trade

Texas Secretary of State
Ruth Hughs on Dec. 2 post-
ed details about a recent
cultural and economic
trade mission to Japan
hosted by the Japan Foun-
dation Center for Global
Partnership.

Attending with Hughs
were Texas business and
workforce development
leaders. The group met
with Nakayama Norihiro,
Japan's parliamentary
vice minister of foreign af-
fairs, and representatives
of Toyota Motor Corpora-
tion, Daiwa House Group,
Omron Industrial Automa-
tion, Japanese External
Trade Organization, Japa-
nese Business Foundation
and Japan’s Ministry of
Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism.

"As one of the Lone Star
State's largest trade part-
ners, it is vital that we not
only maintain, but contin-
ually strengthen our rela-
tionship with Japan," said

Hughs, who serves as chief
international protocol of-
ficer for Texas.

"By working collabora-
tively to promote opportu-
nities for cultural
exchange and economic
growth, both Texas and
Japan stand to mutually
benefit," Hughs added.

Disaster hearings
are set

The Texas General Land
Office on Dec. 6 announced
three regional public hear-
ings on the state's plan for
distributing some $4.3 bil-
lion in Community Devel-
opment Block Grant
Mitigation funds for Hur-
ricane Harvey recovery
purposes.

The hearings, which
also will address flood di-
sasters that occurred in
2015 and 2016, are set for
Dec. 9 in Dallas, Dec. 10 in
the Rio Grande Valley and
Dec. 11 in Houston.

"Hurricane Harvey was
a storm of historic propor-
tions, with more than $100
billion in property damage
and immeasurable disrup-
tion to the lives of Texans,"
Land Commissioner
George P. Bush said.
"Many communities in
Texas have faced repeated
flooding, including the
2015 and 2016 floods. With
this action plan, the GLO
will prioritize large-scale
projects to maximize avail-
able infrastructure fund-
ing to improve the
resiliency of Texas homes,
businesses and infrastruc-
ture from future storms."

The plan has been pub-
lished for public comment
on the GLO's recovery
website at
recovery.texas.gov/public-
notices/index.html.

Abbott extends
declaration

Gov. Abbott on Nov. 27
extended his Aug. 23, 2017,
disaster proclamation and
subsequent amendments
to it, certifying that Hur-
ricane Harvey still poses a
threat of imminent disas-
ter for 60 counties.

The proclamation states
that due to catastrophic
damage caused by the hur-
ricane, a state of disaster
continues to exist in those
counties, and it authorizes
use of all available resourc-
es of state government and
of political subdivisions
that are reasonably neces-
sary to cope with the disas-
ter.

Governor proclaims
results in constitutional
amendment election

Dear Rusty: I turned
62 in October 2018. A few
months prior to my birth
month, I went on the
Social Security website
which said my estimated
benefits would be be-
tween $900-$1000 at full
retirement age and
between $600-$700 at age
62. I receive a pension
from a city government
where I was a firefighter
for almost 20 years where
I did not pay Social
Security tax on my
income, but I have over
20 years invested in
Social Security from
other jobs. I expected the
cut in benefits for retiring
early (62), but I was
totally caught off guard
by my benefits being cut
in half again because of
the Windfall Elimination
Provision (WEP). My city
pension is about $1700
monthly, and it’s my
understanding that WEP
is not supposed to reduce
my Social Security by
more than half of my
government pension. My
current Social Security
benefit is $348 a month
which is considerably less
than half of my $1700
pension. Am I missing
something? Shouldn’t I be
getting $600-$700 in
Social Security benefits?
Signed: Retired Firefight-
er

Dear Retired Fire-
fighter: WEP rules are
complicated and you
certainly aren’t alone in
your dismay over how
WEP affects Social
Security benefits for
public servants in certain
states which didn’t
participate in Social
Security. I’ll try to shed
some light on what
happened to your benefit
amount.

The first thing you
should know is that the
estimates you received
from Social Security
before you claimed were
just that – estimates. If
you were working in SS-
covered employment
prior to getting the
estimate, the amounts
given assumed you would
continue to work at your
recent SS-covered
earnings until your full
retirement age. If you
didn’t, your full retire-
ment age (FRA) benefit
amount would be less
than the amount quoted.
The estimate given at
that time didn’t take
WEP into account either.
The WEP reduction takes
place before the reduction

for claiming early at age
62. WEP affects your
“primary insurance
amount” (PIA), which is
the amount you’re
normally entitled to at
your full retirement age
from SS-covered work.

When you applied for
Social Security your PIA
was recomputed using a
special WEP formula.
Your PIA is based on your
“average indexed monthly
earnings” or “AIME”,
which is the monthly
average of the highest
earning 35 years over
your lifetime in which you
contributed to Social
Security. Your PIA is
determined by breaking
your AIME into 3 parts
(called “bend points”),
multiplying those parts
by a certain percentage
for each part, and totaling
up those three computa-
tions. When WEP applies,
the first part of your
AIME is multiplied by
40%, rather than the
normal 90%, of the first
$895 of your AIME (this
is the amount for your
“eligibility year” 2018).
So, the first part of your
WEP AIME would
contribute $358 (instead
of the normal $805) to
your PIA and, thus, to
your FRA benefit amount
– a reduction of $447. (If
you have more than 20
years of substantial
earnings in SS-covered
employment, the impact
of WEP is lessened by
about 5% for each year
over 20).There is a
maximum WEP reduction
($447 for 2018) and there
is also a rule which says
your WEP reduction
cannot be more than half
of your non-covered
pension amount. But
since half of your city
pension is more than
$447, that rule does not
change the WEP reduc-
tion.

So, using your general
numbers, if your FRA
benefit (before WEP) was
“$900-$1000”, let’s say
that your normal PIA was
about $950. After the
WEP reduction your WEP
PIA would be about $503,
which is what you would
get if you waited until
your full retirement age
to claim Social Security.
By claiming at age 62,
your benefit was reduced
by about 27%, which
would make your benefit
about $367/month. This
isn’t far from what you
are now getting, consider-
ing that we’re using only
estimated numbers in
these calculations.
Remember, the SS rule
doesn’t say that your
WEP reduced benefit
amount can’t be less than
half of your non-covered
pension amount. Instead
it says that the WEP
reduction to your PIA
can’t be more than that.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not repre-
sent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and
its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the
Social Security Adminis-
tration or any other
governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit
our website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-
advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Ask Rusty – Retired
Public Servant
Surprised by “WEP”

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield



Page 5TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17 & 24, 2019 NORTHEAST NEWS

KEENEY’s

KORNER
BY

MIKE KEENEY

S P O R T S    &    E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Just when you thought the
Texans had turned the corner
and were ready to be considered
a viable contender in the AFC,
they fell on their face with an
embarrassing 38-24 home loss
to at the time a four-win Denver
team.

The week before the Denver
debacle, the Bill O’Brien
recorded his biggest regular
season victory as Houston’s
head coach when his team
defeated the defending Super
Bowl champions in prime time in
front of a national television
audience.

And what did the Texans do
for an encore? They allowed a
rookie quarterback making just
his second NFL start pick them
apart and run out to a 31-3
halftime lead to take the wind out
of Texans’ fans sails.

That loss is all on O’Brien.
Anyone who watched that farce
could tell the Texans were
simply going through the
motions. They probably figured
they had the game won before it
began, but like the old saying
goes, on any given Sunday,
anything can and will happen in
the NFL.

The Denver loss, coupled
with Tennessee’s 42-21 win at
Oakland, left the two teams tied
atop the AFC South. The Texans
played at Tennessee last
Sunday and could very well
enter this week’s game at
Tampa Bay in second place a
game out with two to play in the
2019 regular season.

Houston hosts Tennessee in
Week 17 at NRG Stadium in
what could very well be a
winner-take-all game, but first
the Texans need to take care of
business against a Tampa Bay
team that can be dangerous on
offense behind turnover-prone
quarterback Jameis Winston.

While the Texans travel to
Tampa, the Titans host a New
Orleans that suffered a tough
48-46 loss to San Francisco two
weeks ago in the regular season
game of the year. The Saints are
still in contention for a first round
bye, but need to win out and
hope Seattle or the 49ers lose at
least one more game in the last
two weeks of the season.

The NFC East race could
very well be decided on Sunday
when the Cowboys visit
Philadelphia. Both teams have
struggled lately as Dallas lost at
Chicago two weeks ago and the
Eagles had to rally at home to
beat a two-win Giants team in
overtime to keep their division
hopes alive.

Other interesting games this
week have the Bills facing a
struggling New England team in
Foxborough, while the resurgent
Rams travel to San Francisco
with hopes of pulling off the
upset and remaining in the NFC
Wild Card hunt. The Sunday
Night Football game has the
Chiefs visiting Chicago and
there’s a good one on Monday
Night Football as the Packers
visit Minnesota in a key NFC
North contest.

In the amateur ranks, the
College Football Playoff (CFP) is
set with No. 1 LSU facing No. 4
Oklahoma in the Peach Bowl
and No. 2 Ohio State facing No.
3 Clemson, and the defending
national champion, in the Fiesta
Bowl. OU got in thanks to its
overtime win over Baylor in the
Big 12 title game and Oregon’s
route of Utah in the Pac 12 title
game.

As the bowl games move
closer, we’ll preview them, but
these next two weeks will be
devoted to the NFL’s final two
weeks.

Before we take a look at
Week 16, let’s review last week’s
record. A 6-6 mark (thanks
Texans, Cowboys and Patriots!)
brought the season record to
107-55 (66%).

Now, onto this weekend’s
game.

NFL

Houston at Tampa Bay –
The Texans and Bucs kick off a
Saturday tripleheader in a game
Houston must win. Enough has
been said about the disappoint-
ing Denver game, so it’s time to
focus on the future for O’Brien’s
team. Look for quarterback
Deshaun Watson (3,425 yards,
24 TDs) and wide receiver
DeAndre Hopkins (93 recep-
tions, 1,023 yards, 7 TDs) to
have a big day against a suspect
Bucs defense. Winston (4,115
yards, 26 TDs) and wide
receiver Chris Godwin (81
receptions, 1,212 yards, 9 TDs)
could do the same against a
Houston secondary that was
shredded by a rookie QB two
weeks ago. My pick, Houston

Texans need to be wary of Bucs:
Cowboys, Eagles meet for NFC East title

31, Tampa Bay 26
Buffalo at New England –

The middle game of the
tripleheader pits Buffalo against
a New England team that is
having issues on offense, but
then again, so are the Bills. Two
weeks ago, Buffalo lost at home
to Baltimore, 24-17 as quarter-
back Josh Allen (2,737 yards, 17
TDs) struggled against a quality
defense. That could very well be
the case again this week when
he takes on a New England
defense that is one of the better
units in the league this year. It’s
the NE offense that needs to
step things up. Two weeks ago,
Tom Brady and Co. could only
muster one touchdown against
the Chiefs in a 23-16 loss, which
was New England’s second
straight. I’m sure Brady (3,437
yards, 19 TDs) and Julian
Edelman (90 receptions, 1,010
yards, 6 TDs) righted the ship
last week against the Bengals,
but they will face a much better
opponent when they face a very
good Buffalo defense. Look for
the Patriots to get the running
game going to help open up the
passing game for Brady as the
Pats send the Bills packing on
their way to another AFC East
title. My pick, New England 26,
Buffalo 16

Los Angeles Rams at San
Francisco – The Saturday
tripleheader concludes on
Sunday night with a good one as
the Rams visits the 49ers in a
key NFC West contest for both
teams. Two weeks ago, the
Rams picked up their second
impressive win with a 28-12
thumping of Seattle on Sunday
night, while the 49ers won a
thrilling 48-46 decision at New
Orleans. This could turn into
another shootout as the Rams
Jared Goff (3,712 yards, 15 TDs)
and Jimmy Garoppolo (3,245
yards, 25 TDs) will be throwing
the ball all over the field. Goff will
be looking to hook up with
Cooper Kupp (77 receptions, 990
yards, 7 TDs) and the speedy
Robert Woods (71 receptions,
933 yards, 1 TD), while Jimmy G

will be looking to make plays with
tight end George Kittle (60
receptions, 754 yards, 4 TDs)
and Deebo Samuel (47
receptions, 640 yards, 3 TDs).
The 49ers proved in the New
Orleans game that they are a
resilient team and look for their
grit to be the difference maker in
this one as the 49ers close in on
the NFC West title. My pick, San
Francisco 31, Los Angeles Rams
28

New Orleans at Tennessee
– As reported earlier, the Saints
lost a tough one at home to the
49ers two weeks ago, but not
because of quarterback Drew
Brees (2,140 yards, 17 TDs).
Brees threw five touchdowns and
ran for another in the two-point
loss and this week they face
another stern test against one of
the hottest teams in the league.
Since head coach Mike Vrabel
inserted Ryan Tannehill (1,993
yards, 15 TDs) as the starting
quarterback, the Titans have
won six of their last seven
heading into last Sunday’s game
against the Texans. Running
back Derrick Henry (1, 243
yards, 13 TDs) has also been a
factor and look for him to attack
the Saints early to soften up the
secondary. Rookie wide receiver
A.J. Brown (39 receptions, 779
yards, 6 TDs) gives the Titans a
deep threat they haven’t had in
quite awhile. In their 42-21 win at
Oakland two weeks ago, Brown
caught five passes for 153 yards
and two touchdowns, one
covering 91 yards. You can bet
the Saints secondary will be
aware of Brown come Sunday.
Brees has a pretty good weapon
in wide receiver Michael Thomas
(121 receptions, 1,424 yards, 7

TDs), who is getting close to
breaking the single season
reception record held by former
Colt Marvin Harrison. It would
help the Saints if they could get a
big day from running back Alvin
Kamara (612 rushing yards, 1
TD/68 receptions, 462 yards, 1
TD), who has struggled a bit this
year. I think this is the week
Kamara explodes as the Saints
pick up a big road victory. My
pick, New Orleans 30, Tennes-
see 26

Pittsburgh at New York Jets
– The Steelers will be looking to
hold onto one of the two AFC
Wild Cards slots with a win
against the Jets. Pittsburgh is
getting it done with a stout
defense that has done a great
job of forcing turnovers. Rookie
quarterback Delvin “Duck”
Hodges (682 yards, 4 TDs) isn’t
flashy, but has been making key
plays since he took over the
starting QB job three weeks ago.
The Jets have been playing
better lately, but look for Mike
Tomlin’s defense to be the
difference maker in this one as
the Steelers close in on a playoff
berth. My pick, Pittsburgh 23,
New York Jets 16

Carolina at Indianapolis –
The Panthers visit Indianapolis
looking to play out the season as
owner Mike Tepper begins
looking for a new head coach
after he fired Ron Rivera two
weeks ago. The Colts’ playoff
hopes took a big hit two weeks
ago when they lost at Tampa
Bay, but they are still technically
alive, so look for quarterback
Jacoby Brissett (2,496 yards, 18
TDs) to have his team ready to
face Christian McCaffrey (1,120
rushing yards, 12 TDs/86
receptions, 726 yards, 4 TDs)

and the porous Panther defense.
My pick, Indianapolis 31,
Carolina 17

Arizona at Seattle – Two
weeks ago, Seattle fell to the
Rams 28-12, which put a crimp
in their NFC West title hopes.
Look for Russell Wilson (3,422
yards, 26 TDs), running back
Chris Carson (1,057 yards, 5
TDs) and wide receiver Tyler
Lockett (67 receptions, 874
yards, 6 TDs) to take it to Kyler
Murray (3,060 yards, 16 TDs)
and the Cardinals, as the
Seahawks will make it a
miserable day for the visitors
from Arizona. My pick, Seattle
34, Arizona 16

Dallas at Philadelphia – The
Cowboys and Eagles meet for
the NFC East title on Sunday in
Philly. Both teams entered the
season with high hopes, but mid
season slumps by both squads
have fans questioning their head
coaches and front office
personnel. Two weeks ago, the
Cowboys lost at Chicago on
Thursday night as once again
the offense bogged down after a
good start. Quarterback Dak
Prescott (4,122 yards, 24 TDs),
running back Ezekiel Elliott
(1,071 yards, 9 TDs) and Amari
Cooper (71 receptions, 1,154
yards, 8 TDs) and the offensive
line are just too talented to be
stalling as much as they do.
They face an Eagles defense
that is beat up and can be thrown
on. Look for Prescott to come out
firing the ball to set up Elliott to
wear down the Philly front seven.
Dallas has struggled on defense
lately, and Eagles QB Carson
Wentz (3,165 yards, 22 TDs) and
tight end Zach Ertz (79
receptions, 827 yards, 5 TDs)
should have a field day against
the Dallas linebackers. Ertz
caught two touchdown passes
two weeks ago in the Eagles’ 23-
17 overtime victory over the
Giants, but I have a feeling
Jason Garrett’s team will rise to
the occasion on the road as the
Cowboys look to pick up their
second straight NFC East title.
My pick, Dallas 24, Philadelphia
20

Kansas City at Chicago –
The Chiefs face the Bears on
Sunday Night Football in what
should be a competitive contest.
Two weeks ago, the Chiefs
picked up a hard-earned win at
New England, while the Bears
overcame an early deficit to take
down the Cowboys. The Chiefs
have been playing better on
defense and that might be bad
news for the rest of the AFC
because everybody knows what
KC is capable of doing on
offense with Patrick Mahomes
(3,266 yards, 21 TDs), tight end
Travis Kelce (75 receptions, 989
yards, 4 TDs) and speedy wide
receiver Tyreek Hill (44
receptions, 600 yards, 4 TDs).
Chicago has a good defense, but
Mahomes and Co. will be too
much for them on Sunday night.
My pick, Kansas City 26,
Chicago 18

Green Bay at Minnesota –
Week 16 ends with a good one
on Monday Night Football as the
Packers visit the Vikings, with
the NFC North title hanging in
the balance. Two weeks ago,
Aaron Rodgers (3,260 yards, 23
TDs) and the Packers were
lethargic in their 20-15 home win
over Washington, while the
Vikings took care of business
against the Lions at home.
Rodgers will need a big game
from running back Aaron Jones
(779 yards, 15 TDs) and wide
receiver Davante Adams (56
receptions, 685 yards, 3 TDs),
but that might be tough against a
very good Vikings defense.
Conversely, Minnesota QB Kirk
Cousins (3,274 yards, 24 TDs)
will lean on running back Dalvin
Cook (1,108 yards, 13 TDs) to
soften up the GB defense so he
can make plays down field to
Stefon Diggs (56 receptions, 997
yards, 5 TDs). If fellow wide
receiver Adam Thielen returns
after missing four games with a
hamstring injury, that could be a
huge advantage for the Vikings. I
think the home field also comes
into play here as the Vikings tie
the Packers for the division lead
on Monday night. My pick,
Minnesota 24, Green Bay 20
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.
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DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS:
SGT 2000 Motor
Freight Inc. Company
Earn Up To $.45 p/
mile. O/O Earn Up To
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E. Sign On Bo-
nus $5000*
Company – Owner
Operators
713-674-2076

      48-5

L I F E S T Y L E

AUTOS

2005 CADILLAC
CTS -
1 owner, garage
kept, new tires, no
accidents, minor
mechanic records.
Serious inquiries
only. $2,500 FIRM.
832-235-5066.

           46-2

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

DRIVER NEEDED
Part Tiime

Must know Houston
Light Cleaning &

Deliveries
281-449-9090

Frugal FrogFrugal Frog
MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE

Classified Ads
Call

713-266-3444

Christmas is coming. I
know; there’s no surprise
here. You knew Christmas
was coming back in Octo-
ber when decorations and
craft items started hitting
the store shelves. You
knew it when the commer-
cials started sneaking in
even before Thanksgiving.
Still, Christmas is almost
here, and that’s a good
thing. Why? Because it’s
the time of year that often
makes even those whose
hearts are hardened to-
ward God stop and think
that maybe there’s some-
thing to the story of the
baby that changed the
world.

The story of Jesus’ birth
will be told over and over
again in coming days.
Families and churches will
read it in their Christmas

✯
THOUGHTS  FROM
HILLSIDE  CHURCH

By Dr. Mark Trice

The Rest of the Story
gatherings. People will
hear it on the radio as
Christmas music shares
the Word through both
classic and contemporary
lyrics. People will see it as
they drive by nativity
scenes in front yards.
They’ll even be exposed to
the Christmas story in
commercials and as they
shop, because no matter
how PC this world gets
there will always be com-
panies that use the true
Christmas story to boost
their sales.

But here’s the deal: The
baby in the manger is only
the beginning of the story,
and Christmas is our God-
given chance, an open door
for us to share the rest of
the story. Christmas stops
people in their tracks for a
moment, turning their

eyes to this One who came
to change the world. When
they pause, hesitating in
their dash through in-
creasingly busy lives, we
gain the opportunity to
make a genuine introduc-
tion, to help them under-
stand who Jesus Christ
really is,  and who He
wants to be for them.

Let’s not stop with the
nativity this year; let’s pur-
pose in our hearts to share
more, to take people fur-
ther into the greatest sto-
ry ever told. It’s true that
in most cases we only have
that moment, that instant
of hesitation as the nativi-

ty catches their eyes. How-
ever, a lot can be said in
just a few words, words
like, ÅgIt’s wonderful to
think that any father, es-
pecially God, would ask his
son to be born for people
like us knowing that he
was doing it specifically so
he could die for us.Åh

T h a t  w o u l d n ’ t  b e
enough to give them all of
the answers, but it might
be just what is needed to
make them truly stop, to
inspire them to start ask-
ing the right questions.
Whether they ask you
what you mean or go to
Google for answers, your

brief comment may be all
it takes to trigger a sincere
search and lead them to
that one critical decision
that will make all the dif-
ference in the rest of their
story.

Christmas is a busy,
noisy time, a time of rush-
ing and laughing and lis-
tening to music that may
or may not get the message
right. In the midst of the
busy-ness and noise, let’s
keep our eyes and ears
open for opportunities to
s h a r e  t h e  l o v e  t h a t
changed our lives. Let’s re-
member God’s purpose in
sending His son, and listen
for His promptings to do
our part in helping others
gain a greater understand-
ing of what we really mean
w h e n  w e  s a y ,  M e r r y
Christmas!

MyHillsideFamily.com
@MyHillsideFamily

tLetters to
Santa t
***
Dear Santa,
I would like some

copic markers. I also
want marker paper, a
gig paper, little it’s pet
shop and a marker case.
I’ve been good this year.
I help my mom it’s hard
for beign the only parent.

Delilah, 8 years old

***
Dear Santa,
I would like some

head Phone for my
Nintendo Switch. Lost
kitteys toys. Clues for
my mom. A gift crad for
my mom. For nite shart
and I was good for my
mom.

Jordan, 8 years old
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SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

TREE SERVICE

DEALERSHIP

Select a Car
BUY HERE PAY HERE

*Bring this AD and
get $500 OFF*

713-300-2584
selectacarllc@gmail.com

3911 Aldine Mail Route Rd., 77039

Advertise your
Yard Sale

713-266-3444

C H U R C H    P A G E

RENT/LEASE

2 BEDROOM
HOME FOR RENT -
Central A/C & Heat.
$675/mo. + $600 de-
posit. No bills paid.
2318 Bertrand St.
77093.
832-455-6110.

                 46-1

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392

RECENT DEATHS

Angelita Ramirez Flores
Juan David “JD” Garza
Juan Gustavo Sorola-Cavazos
Richard F. Miller

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Call: 281-799-9076 or 832-650-4360

Text: 832-906.4214
marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

Classifieds
713-266-3444

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it Clean

Mary Burmeister
Wilson B. Hudson
Rosa Linda Apodaca
Dean Thomas Smith

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey---

1. Is the book of Immanuel in
the Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. Which Old Testament
prophet said the most about the
birth of Christ? Isaiah, Daniel,
Ezekiel, Jeremiah

3. From Matthew 1:18 when
Mary became pregnant, she and
Joseph were ...? Married,
Engaged, Just friends, Strangers

4. In Luke 2:8-11, how did the
shepherds learn of Christ's birth?
Magi informed, Joseph
announcement, Mighty wind,
Angel appearance

5. Where did the wise men go
first when they arrived in the
Holy Land? Nazareth, Jerusa-
lem, Bethlehem, Hebron

6. What does the Bible record
as to when Jesus was born?
Late September, Dec. 25, March
17, Does not

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2)
Isaiah; 3) Engaged; 4) Angel
appearance; 5) Jerusalem; 6)
Does not
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The Hambrick Middle
School Christian Student
Union (CSU) sponsored a
toy drive on December 9.
The toy drive is an annual
project taken on by this
student-led organization

Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs.

Clause doing? Santa am
I a Bad kid or a good
kid? Thank you for the
toy I want. Santa I want
a bowling pin and a
bowling ball toy.

Jazmine, 9 years old.

***
Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs.

Clause doing? In school I
act good I make a lot of
friends and get good
grades. Thank you for
the piano last year. I
really liked it. This year I
want headphones to
have a mic and maybe
some legos and a ps4. I
feel like I deserve it a
little bit and if you got
me what I wanted for
Christmas I’d be filled
with joy J.

Gabriel Palacios, 8
years old

***
Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs.

Clause doing? I am beign
nice to my frins? Thank
you for the Diary I like it?
This year I wood want to
have a Book. So I cam
read The Book? Merry
Christmas.

Greenlie, 9 years old

***
Dear Santa,
How is eveten. I Ben

good Tese yery Thak you
For the Ten Thes yery I
wont A Netonses Anow
p6t.

Raul, 9 years old

***
Dear Santa,
I hope you are doing

well! I have been getting
AB honor roll and thank
you for the phone you got
me last year. And I
would like a new phone
this year and it would
make me so happy. I
would be grateful. Merry
Christmas.

Alexiya Thomas, 9
years old

Dear Santa,
How are you And Mrs.

Claus. I have been
helping my mom A lot.
Thank you for the things
last year.  I would like
beybade Metal fusion
toys, I would be 100%
happy to get one. Thank
you And Merry Christ-
mas.

Eric Villareal, 8 years
old

***
Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs.

Claus doing? I have been
very good this year. I
have been helping my
mommy. Thank you for
the braclet last year. I
really liked it. This year
and I would love to have
a Phone So I could call
my mom. I wold be
thankful of joy.

Hayden Mcmurray
Dreyer, 8 years old

***
Dear Santa,
I would like an new

Nintendo swich game the
game Donkong. And a
Hoverboard. And a fish.
And do notfall off the
roof!!!

Anthony Delgado, 9
years old

***
Dear Santa,
I would like an New

par of jeans and a New
Small bed and a iPhone
also a desk for my laptop
and a chair. I have been
really good this year I
have been good because
I say please and thank
you to santa please and
thank you.

Priscilla Lopez, 8
years old

***
Dear Santa,
I Well like a Nintendo

swech and a ps5 with
fornite. I was graut.

Marcus Celestine, 9
years old

***

tLetters to
Santa t

tLetters to
Santa t

Christian Student Union Toy Drive
at Hambrick Middle School

Members of Hambrick Middle School Christian Student Union, along with sponsors Jennifer Reed, Linda
Linzy, Viki Duncan and Mary Newsome, were able to collect toys for children during their annual Toy Drive.

with a goal to collect toys
for children so they can
have gifts for the Christ-
mas holiday.  All of the do-
nated toys will go to the
Buckner Family Hope Cen-
ter which is located next

door to Hambrick Middle
School and has programs
for children and families in
the community.  The toy
drive was definitely a suc-
cess with over 300 toys do-
nated by the students and
staff at Hambrick.  This

event gave the students,
and especially the mem-
bers of CSU, the opportu-
nity to be of service to the
neighborhood in which
they live; giving back in a
way that would have a
lasting impression.

During the evening,
eight awards were present-
ed to individuals or orga-
nizations that were
“strategic Partners” with
the District.

The Chairman’s Award,
the major presentation of
the evening, went to Gil-
bert Hoffman, publisher of
the Northeast News since
1999. The newspaper has
been an advocate for the
District and its goals for
the last 20 years. Hoffman
thanked the district, and
in his remarks made the
point that many in the au-
dience were the focus of the
news due to their work in
the Aldine area. The award
was presented by Chair-
man Gerald Overturff, who
kidded about his “brother-
hood” with Hoffman.

The Volunteer of the
Year Award was given to
Valencia Dotson for her
work with educators and
children.

The Community Award
went to Dru Gutierrez,
now on the board of the
YMCA, and previously
with Harris County.

The Public Safety
Award was given to West-
field Fire Department for
their service to the commu-
nity since 1942.

The Governmental
Award went to Sheriff ’s
deputies Eleazar Agrait,
Josue Herrera, and Ronnie
Jones, for their efforts to
make Aldine a safer place.

The Public Health
Award went to Pastor Dar-
ryl Broussard, and his
Greater Pure Light
Church for their leader-
ship in providing health
fairs and other services.

The Business of the Year
Award went to Manny’s
Mexican Grill & Seafood.

The Education Award
went to Abel Garza, of the
Aldine school district.

Guests were treated to
two videos, one showing
construction progress of
the East Aldine Town Cen-
ter, and the other a cartoon
of the board dancing about
in a Jib-Jab manner.

East Aldine holds Partner Awards Gala
Continued from Page 1

East Aldine Board
Chairman Gerald
Overturff introduced the
newest member of the
Aldine ISD board, Randy
Bates, who spoke about
his educational interests.

The Public Safety Award
went to the Westfield
Fire Department for their
service to the
community, presented
by Joyce Wiley.

Pastor Darryl Broussard
accepts the Public
Health Award from
Joyce Wiley, for the
Health Fairs they have
sponsored for the
community.

Dru Gutierrez was
awarded the Community
Award for the work he
has done as a board
member of the Aldine-
Greenspoint YMCA.


