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Community leader Yuroba Harris
recognized for Education Advocacy Work

L – R: Thelma Scott, Founder & CEO of S.A.F.E Diversity
Communities; Yuroba Harris, Attorney Leona Filis with
Filis Law Firm; and Freddie Jackson with Jackson
Cares/Retired FirefighterSee Award, Page 3

By Allan Jamail

Yuroba Harris well
known in the 29th Con-
gressional District was re-
cently honored at a special
program on November 2nd
by S.A.F.E. Diversity Com-
munities for her work on
promoting Education, Ca-
reer Awareness and Schol-
arships for students.
Harris worked as the Dis-
trict Director for many

See Unpaid Debts,
Page 8

By Allan Jamail

In the 2018 sweep by
Democrats in Harris Coun-
ty, the office of County Dis-
trict Clerk brought in a
new face. It can be said one
of the county’s most impor-
tant offices is that of Dis-
trict Clerk.

The District Clerk’s of-
fice records the actions and
the judgments of the court;
transmits the orders of the
court to the authorities re-
sponsible for their execu-
tion; and assumes all other
duties assigned by the pre-
siding judge of a court. The
District Clerk’s office
“makes justice happen.”
The District Clerk is elect-
ed by Harris County voters
for a 4-year term.

A Texas district clerk is
a “constitutional officer of
county government” found
in Article 5, Section 9 of the
state’s constitution. The
district clerk is the custo-
dian of the “official record
of the district courts” and
must mark the exact date
and time of receipt and is-
sue all papers including
subpoenas, citations, war-
rants, and summons.

Marilyn Burgess (D) de-
feated incumbent Chris
Daniel (R) in the general
election for Harris County
District Clerk on Novem-
ber 6, 2018. She wasted no

New District Clerk Burgess collects
$2 million of unpaid debts
Making Big Changes at the District Clerk’s Office…

Marilyn Burgess, Harris
County District Clerk

time after officially taking
office by signing her first
order as Harris County
District Clerk at midnight,
January 1, 2019 and has
been working hard to serve
the people ever since.
Though she has been in
office less than a year, her
innovations are already
making a difference.

During her transition
into office, her team discov-
ered that court costs, fines,
and fees had not been
billed for a number of
years. Her office began
sending out notices for
these fees within the first
month of her term and to
date has collected
$1,966,798.15.

“We will easily exceed
the $2 million mark prior
to the end of the year,”
$957,000 of this is from
current activity. The rest is

Coach Wayne Crawford’s
team secured its first post-sea-
son berth since 2007 in the
Class 6A state football playoffs
with a 25-22 victory over Davis
High on Friday, Nov. 1.

The Generals will face the
top seed out of District 15-6A
in bi-district the weekend of
Nov. 15-16. Their opponent will
be determined after Week 10’s
results.

The Generals downed the
Falcons behind two touchdown
passes from quarterback
Rashaun Jackson, one to Tay-
lor Eaton and another to his
brother Joshua. Running back
Maurice Woods’ three-yard
touchdown run with 11:55 left
in the game turned out to be
the game winner.

The Generals entered their
season finale against Spring on Nov. 9 with a 5-4 season record and a 4-2 district record.

from 2018 or earlier when
no effort was made to col-
lect. We are committed to
billing AND collecting on a
current basis, as well as
continuing to work to col-
lect as much of the old bal-
ances as possible,” said Ms.
Burgess.

Other changes include
an expansion and modern-
ization of electronic servic-
es offered through the
DCO. From the start, the
District Clerk empowered
her IT team to get creative.
Attorneys, for example,
now enjoy e-Issuance of
service papers which is
available by email with pa-
pers attached and addi-
tionally with 24/7 retrieval
from our website.

The office is currently
piloting e-Notices to re-
place mailed postcards
with case updates in a
handful of courts and will
be fully transitioned to
electronic notice for all
courts by year-end. This
saves taxpayer dollars by
eliminating postage and
printing cost and gets the
notices to the attorneys
faster.

Another innovation is a
new e-hearings system
which allows attorneys to

MacArthur Generals earn first
Playoff Berth Since 2007

MacArthur coach Wayne Crawford has led the
Generals to their first playoff berth since 2007.

¡Ya esta
aquí,
el mejor
premio
para su
buen
gusto!
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HOBY Leadership students

Aldine Noon Optimist Club recognized two students,
Adam Guenoun (left), junior at Victory Early College and
Darius Howard (right), junior from Davis High School, to
attend the Hugh O'Brian Youth (HOBY) leadership
conference this past summer, with them is Steve Mead.

See HOBY Leadership, Page 8

FOOTBALL
PLAYOFF
UPDATE:
The Klein Oak
Panthers
defeated the
MacArthur
Generals by a
score of 47-17
on Saturday,
Nov. 16.
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By Valonia Walker

T h i r t y - s e v e n  M a c -
Arthur High School dual
credit British Literature
students recently visited
The Museum of Fine Arts,
Houston (MFAH), to ex-
plore the English Renais-
sance beyond the textbook.

By Valonia Walker

Reece Academy re-
cently observed Diwali
to celebrate the diversi-
ty on their campus.

Diwali is the Hindu
five-day festival of lights
that welcomes in the lu-
nar New Year. It is cel-
ebrated on the fifteenth
day of the Hindu month
of Ashvin, which occurs
in October or November,

By Leticia Fehling

Three departments —
elementary social studies,
library services, and in-
structional technology —
collaborated to give pre-
kindergarten through
fifth-grade students les-
sons about civics, voting,
and elections, which culmi-
nated in students taking
part in mock elections held
on Election Day (Tuesday,
Nov. 5, 2019).
Key Lessons

- The importance of vot-
ing

- Citizenship and civic
duty

- The election process
The students cast their

“mock” votes for the next
Mayor of Houston. Before
casting their votes, stu-
dents learned about each
candidate and their cam-
paign platform.

Educators provided
credible age-appropriate
instructional resources
about all 12 candidates.
Students read and dis-
cussed information to
make informed choices
about their votes.

Thousands of students cast
their vote in mock elections

Students at Wilson Elementary School place their votes
during the district’s mock elections.

According to Gwendolyn
Lockett, program director
of elementary social stud-
ies, mock voting is an ex-
cellent opportunity for
students to engage in the
democratic process fully.

“The most important
message we want to convey
to our students is that vot-
ing is one of our most im-
portant rights and
responsibilities as a citi-
zen,” said Lockett. “We
should all take advantage
of the opportunity to have
our voices heard; after all,
our children are citizens
too.”
Lead by Example

Lockett also encourages
families in our community
to vote and has taken part
in several voter registra-
tion drives. She advises
parents to take their chil-
dren to the polls. If fami-
lies teach children the
importance of voting from
parents and guardians ear-
ly (and as a family), the
chances are that they will
follow their lead when they
are old enough to vote.

MacArthur students dive deeper into English
Renaissance studies at Museum of Fine Arts

The students are current-
ly studying the writing and
artwork of the time period.
The visit to the museum
was a first for most of the
British Literature stu-
dents.

“I’ve never been to a
museum before, so our vis-
it was an eye-opening ex-

perience for me,” Daniel
Valdez, MacArthur High
School senior, said. “I was
captivated by the timeless
artwork and the educa-
tional insight into different
time periods.”

Students were able to
compare and contrast the
religious portraits from the

Middle Ages to the secular
portraits and paintings of
the Renaissance. The visit
ended with a writing activ-
ity, where the students
were asked to observe the
details in the artwork, de-
scribe the imagery, and
write a critical review.

MacArthur students outside Museum of Fine Arts in Houston

Nov. 11, 2019 (Todd
Mission, TX) – Over 41,000
students,  chaperones,
teachers, administrators
and parents descended
upon the Texas Renais-
sance Festival (TRF) for
the 15th Annual School
Days event that took place
Nov. 5-6 on the festival
grounds. For two special
days during the week, the
festival opens its gates to
welcome educators and
students from public, pri-
vate and home school
where they are immersed
into the world of the 16th
century European village
with its characters, per-
formers, artisan demon-
strations, games, rides and
vendors.

Additionally, students
elementary through high
school are invited to en-
gage with other students

Texas Renaissance
Festival School Days
hosts over 41,000

Photo Credit: Steven David Photography

in a variety of arts and
music competitions. These
include: Journalism, Es-
say, Trebuchet, Costume,
Poetry, Art, Theatre and
Music. Contest results
from the 2019 School Days
have been posted on the
TRF website under School
Days.

“TRF’s School Days pro-
gram provides a unique,
immersive educational ex-
perience in which students
can see, hear, touch, and
participate in history, arts,
and sciences in ways that
are completely unlike any-
thing in a traditional class-
room. As a career educator,
I am proud of what TRF
offers for students in the
Houston and surrounding
areas.”

If you would like more
information about the
2020 School Days pro-
gram, please visit the web-
s i t e  a t
w w w . t e x r e n f e s t . c o m /
school-days, or email Bry-
a n t  a t
schooldays@texrenfest.com.
Dates for the 2020 School
Days event will be Nov. 10
– 11, 2020.

About the Texas Renais-
sance Festival –

The Texas Renaissance
Festival is an immersive
experience located in Todd
Mission, TX, where visi-
tors enter a 16th Century
European Village filled
with performers, stage and
music acts, artisans, and
vendors. 2019 Festival
dates are Oct. 5 – Dec. 1,
open Saturdays, Sundays
and Thanksgiving Friday.
Tickets are available at
texrenfest.com. Children
12 and under are admitted
for free on Sundays.

Reece Academy
celebrates Diwali

depending on the lunar
calendar.

This celebration is a
world-wide event cele-
brated by millions.  Cel-
ebrations during the
festival include, story-
telling, exchanging gifts
of sweets, lighting can-
dles (diyas), parades,
fairs, and elaborate fire-
works displays. The hol-
iday is marked by an
abundance of lights sig-
nifying good over evil.

Reece Academy teachers with student in front of
“Happy Diwali” post.

HCC Northeast launches
PACE program

HOUSTON (November
11) – Focused on hospital-
ity and supporting student
success, Houston Commu-
nity College (HCC) North-
east has launched the
Pathway for Accelerated
College Education (PACE)
program at Acres Homes,
Northeast, Northline, and
North Forest campuses.
The HCC Northeast PACE
program offers a menu of
accelerated and flexible
scheduling options de-
signed for adult learners
and working professionals
seeking to finish or trans-
fer to a university at a fast-
er pace.

The goal of the new pro-
gram is to offer increased
opportunities at campuses
that traditionally offer reg-
ular 16-week courses.  For
added support, the PACE
program provides wrap-
around services and perks

for adult learners seeking
to attend college in the eve-
nings, weekends, and at
night. Students who
choose the PACE track will
have access to additional
benefits that include on-
campus study groups, abil-
ity to checkout a laptop,
tutoring, computer lab ac-
cess, and advisement fo-
cused on their needs as an
adult learner.

Participating students
will register for spring
2020 classes offered in 8-
week, one day a week,
evening, weekend, class-
room, and hybrid formats
at the Acres Homes, North
Forest, Northline and
Northeast campuses. The
accelerated courses allow
students to complete a
class mid-semester and a

See PACE Program,
Page 8

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower

8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

CONGRATULATIONS
WINNERS OF

Texas Renaissance
Festival Tickets

5906 Star Lane, Houston 77057
713-266-3444

Congratulations:
Marina

Mendoza
Claudie Neal

and
Alexander

Rangel

Each won 4 FREE
TICKETS

(Any Sunday, )
to the TEXAS

RENAISSANCE
FESTIVAL

Until Next Year!

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks ***Sorry No Passes             CLOSED CAPTION

**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6p. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 • Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 p

General Admission $7.50 • 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted  BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 • Theater 281-874-1141 • www.pccmovies.com

* 13TH MAN (NR) -
12:30p, 3:15p, 6:00p, 8:45p
* CHARLIE’S ANGELS (PG-13)
- 12:15p, 3:00p, 5:45p, 8:30p
* FORD V FERRARI (PG-13) -
12:45p, 4:45p, 8:45p
* DOCTOR SLEEP (R) -
4:20p, 7:40p
Spanish Subtitled
* DOCTOR SLEEP (R) -
1:00p, 5:00p, 9:00p
* LAST CHRISTMAS (PG-13) -
12:30p, 3:30p, 6:30p, 9:30p
* MIDWAY (PG-13) -
12:00p, 3:00p, 6:00p, 9:00p
* PLAYING WITH FIRE (PG) -
12:00p, 2:20p, 4:45p, 7:05p,
9:30p
* HARRIET (PG-13) -
12:15p, 3:00p, 5:45p, 8:30p

FRIDAY–WEDNESDAY 11/15-11/20

TERMINATOR: DARK FATE (R)
- 12:30p, 3:30p, 6:30p, 9:30p
TERMINATOR: DARK FATE (R)
- 12:00p, 2:50p, 5:40p, 8:30p
Spanish Dubbed
COUNTDOWN (PG-13) - 12:15p,
2:30p, 4:40p, 7:00p, 9:10p
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil
(PG) - 12:30p, 5:50p
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil
(PG) - 12:00p, 5:20p
Spanish Dubbed
* Maleficent: Mistress of Evil
3D (PG) - 2:40p, 8:00p
Spanish Dubbed
* Maleficent: Mistress of Evil
3D (PG) - 3:10p, 8:45p
THE ADDAMS FAMILY (PG) -
12:00p, 2:10p
Spanish Dubbed
JOKER (R) -
12:30p, 3:30p, 6:45p, 9:30p

MOVIES have Stadium Seating &
Closed Caption & Audio Description

Opens THURSDAY,  Nov. 21
* 21 BRIDGES (R)    7:00p  9:20p
* FROZEN 2 (PG) 6:00p 8:30p
* BEAUTIFUL DAY IN THE
NEIGHBORHOOD (PG) 4:30  7:00  9:30
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Landmark Report Provides
Transformational
Recommendations to
Improve the Health of
County Residents

HOUSTON—Harr is
County Public Health
(HCPH) today released a
landmark study assessing
the overall health of Har-
ris County residents and
recommendations for im-
provement. The first-ever
report “Harris Cares: A
2020 Vision of Health in
Harris County” provides
five transformational rec-
ommendations to improve
the health of Harris Coun-
ty residents.

The ambitious study
covered many areas in
health and factors that in-
fluence health outcomes
including access to health
care, mental health, inju-
ry, transportation and
emergency preparedness,
among others. It is the re-
sult of Harris County Com-
missioners Court’s request
for HCPH to review the
health state of its residents
and make suggested rec-
ommendations on how to
improve health.

Health-related key find-
ings

--In Harris County, one-
in-three youth aged 12-17
is overweight or obese. For
adults, some communities
have over 50% of adults
classified as obese.

-- Approximately one-in-
five adults lacks health in-
surance, with some
communities having more
than 1 in 3 adults lacking
health insurance.

--The Harris County
population has been grow-
ing faster than its health-

Harris County Public Health
releases report to transform
health in Harris County

care infrastructure, mak-
ing healthcare access more
difficult.

 “The goal of the health
study is to improve the
quality of life for Harris
County residents in addi-
tion to increasing life ex-
pectancy, which varies
across the county. County
average life expectancy is
78.7, however some census
tracts are as low as 65
years and others as high as
89 years,” said Umair A.
Shah, MD, executive direc-
tor of HCPH. “Where you
live often determines how
well and how long you
live.”

The overarching five
recommendations are
transformational, requir-
ing groundbreaking sys-
tems-level changes
including:

--Drive systems-level
change through preven-
tion and upstream focused
solutions that incorporate
health and social services
in a more integrated and
effective manner.

-- Strengthen integra-
tion of health services and
systems by coordinating
delivery of existing health
care services, and develop-
ing new health care infra-
structure where needed to
improve access to health
care across the communi-
ty.

-- Enhance the safety
net system to address bet-
ter the ongoing health
needs of Harris County
residents who are under or
uninsured, including
through the creation of a
new, robust delivery mod-
el called “Harris Care.”

-- Align strategies
across existing county and

municipal governmental
departments that impact
health to improve commu-
nication, coordination and
collaboration.

-- Streamline and inte-
grate health care and pre-
vention services across
Harris County and the
City of Houston.

There are several sug-
gested ways that the over-
arching recommendation
could be reached such as:
creating a ‘one-stop shop
for health’ by enhancing
existing or creating addi-
tional community health
clinics that focus on pre-
ventive services and that
are co-located with public
health, mental health, and
social services. These
wrap-around service clin-
ics should also allow for
increased surge capacity
during an emergency. Also,
investing in public health
prevention and social fac-
tors that impact health
through county-wide coor-
dination, just to name a
few.

The health study was
done in collaboration with
a wide-variety of partners
and subject matter ex-
perts, in addition to HCPH
staff. Though the data was
important, HCPH also in-
terviewed more than 200
experts and community
members. Sectors ranged
from healthcare, business-
es, non-profits, faith-based
organizations, elected offi-
cials and responses al-
lowed for over 100 unique
institutional perspectives.

 A summary and the full
report is available on
HCPH’s Harris Cares
page: www.hcphtx.org/
Harris-Cares.

years for retired Congress-
man Gene Green.  She’s
currently working on spe-
cial initiatives for Con-
gresswoman Sylvia Garcia
with a number of faith
based, nonprofit, civic or-
ganizations, community
development and revital-

Award,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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ization committees and
boards.

During the special
award presentation (also
honoring Veterans), Mrs.
Thelma Scott, President-
CEO and founder of
S.A.F.E. Diversity Commu-
nities, thanked Yuroba for
her 17 years of support for
their education and schol-
arship program efforts.

S.A.F.E. Diversity Com-
munities is a nonprofit or-
ganization that provides
scholarships, support and
inspires at risk students
with disabilities. To learn
more about the organiza-
tion, their Summer Youth
Internship Program or to
donate to its mission
please visit
www.safediversity.org.

Houston police are in-
vestigating a fatal crash at
7 4 0 0  N o r t h  F r e e w a y
(North Interstate Highway
45) service road about 8:25
p.m. on last Wednesday,
Nov. 13.

HPD Vehicular Crimes
Div i s i on  Sergeant  J .
Benavidez and Officer J.
Broussard reported:

The victim was driving

Man dies in car crash
on North Freeway

a maroon Chevrolet Sil-
verado pickup truck north-
bound on North Freeway
when he lost control of the
vehicle and crashed into a
metal barrier.  Paramedics
transported the victim to
Memorial Hermann Great-
er Heights Hospital where
he was pronounced de-
ceased.  Doctors believe the

victim might have suffered
a medical episode prior to
or during the crash.

The identity of the male
victim, 67, is pending ver-
ification by the Harris
County Institute of Foren-
sic Sciences.

The investigation is con-
tinuing.

Newspaper publisher celebrates milestone
birthday, memorable life

This week, Gilbert Hoff-
man celebrates his 80th
birthday. Upon such a sig-
nificant milestone, it is
worth looking back on his
remarkable life, family, ad-
ventures, and many ca-
reers.

In 1994, Gilbert Hoff-
man and his wife Mei-ing
bought the Highlands Star
- Crosby Courier, fulfilling
one of Gilbert's lifelong
dreams: to own a newspa-
per. This also marked the
beginning of what would
become a small publishing
conglomerate, serving the
greater Houston area with
community papers such as
the Star-Courier, Northeast
News, and North Channel
Star.

PENNSYLVANIA BOY
Born in Oklahoma, Gil-

bert moved to Pennsylva-
nia at a young age and
grew up in New Castle, a
town just north of Pitts-
burgh. Even as a boy, he
was interested in printing
presses and newspapers.
His sister, Cheryl Massie,
recalls Gilbert putting her
to work, along with their
brother Richard. The two
younger siblings had to col-
lect news from around
their neighborhood, which
Gilbert would write up into
stories that he typeset and
printed on a small letter-
press in their basement.
Then he sent Cheryl and
Richard back out to deliv-
er these bulletins.

Their father was an ar-
chitect, and both Gilbert
and Richard followed in his
footsteps. In his teens, Gil-
bert worked as a drafts-
man at the W.G. Eckles
Company, which started as
a small local practice but
is now known as the Eck-
les Group and remains one
of the 50 oldest architec-
ture firms in the country.

Upon graduating high
school, Gilbert married his
girlfriend Carol, and they
had their first daughter,
Susan. Thus began a new
chapter in his life as hus-
band, father, and college
student.

ARCHITECT ABROAD
After graduating from

Carnegie Tech with his
Bachelor's degree in archi-
tecture, and the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania with his
Master's, Gilbert was em-
ployed at a series of firms
in Pittsburgh and Phila-
delphia. He gained experi-
ence and climbed the
ladder, from draftsman to
model builder to designer
to project architect. Then
he relocated to New Haven
to work under esteemed
architects such as Eero
Saarinen, Kevin Roche and
John Dinkeloo, and
Charles W. Moore. The
projects he worked on
ranged from hospital facil-
ities to airport terminals,
university buildings to pe-
destrian malls.

He also taught a few
undergraduate courses at
Yale University.

During these same
years, Gilbert’s young fam-
ily grew. He and Carol wel-
comed another daughter,
Trisha. They took the girls
sailing — another of Gil-
bert’s passions, though he
was hardly an expert. Tr-
isha can still remember
the terror she felt as a girl
when their boat would keel
so strongly that water
nearly came in over the
side.

Sadly, the marriage
didn’t last, and after the
divorce, Carol and the girls
moved to Phoenix to be
near her parents.

Gilbert returned to New
Castle for a while, then
was hired by 3D Interna-

tional, a large architectur-
al firm in Houston. There,
he had the privilege of
traveling all over the world
for his work. Among the
more dazzling of his as-
signments:

- An office building in
Singapore

- A corporate headquar-
ters in South Africa

- A conference and exhi-
bition complex in Malaysia

- A five-story palace/of-
fice in Qatar

- An entire town in Sau-
di Arabia (i.e., schools, po-
lice station, mosques,
housing, etc.)

Whenever possible, Gil-
bert took advantage of
these grand travels to do
some sightseeing as well.
He was able to dip his toes
in the Red Sea, visit the
Eiffel Tower and Moulin
Rouge, see the Pope, tour
Kruger Game Park, spend
a day at Machu Picchu,
and even enter King Tut’s
tomb.

Also working at 3DI at
this time was Mei-ing Liu,
an architect from Taiwan
who had graduated from
“UPenn” too. While every-
one else thought that
meant Penn State, Gilbert
recognized his alma mater
and introduced himself.
They started dating, and
once again, a new chapter
unfolded.

ENTREPRENEUR
Despite a healthy career

in architecture, Gilbert
still itched to pursue his
other passions.

In 1984, newly married,
Gilbert and Mei-ing decid-
ed to purchase a one-man
print shop from an owner-
operator who was ready to

Gilbert Hoffman withprinting press in Houston Texas

Gilbert with daughters Susan and Trisha Gilbert and Mei Hoffman

“Over the last decade, I have had the opportunity to work closely with Gil as he
works to best report the important news of the Crosby and Huffman communities.
He has created the go-to clearinghouse for all news in that area and I have been

honored to work with him and his team. Happy 80th Birthday, Gil! Thank you for your
service to this community!" - Dan Huberty. State Representative - District 127

See Publihser’s
Birthday, Page 8
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AUSTIN — Voters re-
jected only one of 10 pro-
posed amendments to the
Texas Constitution in the
statewide election held
Nov. 5.

The House and Senate,
in the 86th Regular Ses-
sion of the Texas Legisla-
ture that ended in May,
approved the propositions
for voters to decide. Re-
sults are as follows:

Prop. 1, permitting a
person to hold more than
one office as a municipal
judge at a time, failed with
681,139 “yes” votes — or
34.56 percent of votes cast
— to 1,970,765 “no” votes
or 65.44 percent.

Prop. 2, providing for
the issuance of additional
general obligation bonds
by the Texas Water Devel-
opment Board in an
amount not to exceed $200
million to provide financial
assistance for the develop-
ment of certain projects in
economically distressed
areas, passed with
1,285,397 votes or 65.62
percent of votes cast, to
673,306 votes or 34.38 per-
cent.

Prop. 3, authorizing the
Legislature to provide for
a temporary exemption
from ad valorem taxation
of a portion of the ap-
praised value of certain
property damaged by di-
saster, passed with
1,667,110 votes or 85.09
percent of votes cast to
292,031 votes or 14.91 per-
cent.

Prop. 4, making it more
difficult for the state to
impose an individual in-
come tax by requiring a
two-thirds majority vote of
the House and Senate be-
fore putting the matter on
a ballot for voters to ap-
prove or disapprove,
passed with 1,467,994
votes or 74.41 percent of
votes cast to 504,848 votes
or 25.59 percent.

Prop. 5, dedicating the
revenue received from the

Voters approve 9 of 10
proposed constitutional
amendments

existing state sales and
use taxes that are imposed
on sporting goods to the
Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department and the Tex-
as Historical Commission
to protect Texas natural
areas, water quality and
history by acquiring, man-
aging and improving state
and local parks and histor-
ic sites while not increas-
ing the rate of the state
sales and use taxes,
passed with 1,732,331
votes or 88 percent of votes
cast to 236,251 votes or 12
percent.

Prop. 6, authorizing the
Legislature to increase by
$3 billion the maximum
bond amount authorized
for the Cancer Prevention
and Research Institute of
Texas, passed with
1,250,089 votes or 64 per-
cent of votes cast to
703,157 votes or 36 per-
cent.

Prop. 7, allowing in-
creased distributions to
the Available School Fund,
passed with 1,449,333
votes or 74.12 percent of
votes cast to 506,142 votes
or 25.88 percent.

Prop. 8, providing for the
creation of the Flood Infra-
structure Fund to assist in
the financing of drainage,
flood mitigation and flood
control projects, passed
with 1,527,394 votes or
77.83 percent of votes cast
to 435,184 votes or 22.17
percent.

Prop. 9, authorizing the
Legislature to exempt from
ad valorem taxation pre-
cious metal held in a pre-
cious metal depository
located in this state, passed
with 977,272 votes or 51.6
percent of votes cast to
916,513 votes or 48.4 per-
cent.

Prop. 10, to allow the
transfer of a law enforce-
ment animal to a qualified
caretaker in certain cir-
cumstances, passed with
1,845,766 votes or 93.75
percent of votes cast to
123,032 votes or 6.25 per-
cent.

Cash report is
released

The State of Texas fin-
ished the 2019 fiscal year
with unspent revenue, ac-
cording to a new report.

Texas Comptroller Glen
Hegar on Nov. 4 announced
the publication of the State
of Texas Annual Cash Re-
port, a 458-page document,
for the fiscal year that end-
ed Aug. 31.

The report, summarized
in a cover letter to Gov.
Greg Abbott, presents the
state’s financial condition
and details revenues and
expenditures on a cash ba-
sis as required by state law.

The Consolidated Gener-
al Revenue Fund ended the
year with a cash balance in
the state treasury of $8.4
billion, an increase of $3.9
billion, or 88.1 percent,
from fiscal 2018. The
change in the balance, He-
gar said, is largely due to
an increase in tax collec-
tions.

Hegar estimates
revenue

Comptroller Hegar on
Nov. 4 reported state sales
tax revenue totaled $2.82
billion in October, 7 percent
more than in October 2018.

Total sales tax revenue
for the three months end-
ing in October 2019 was up
4.1 percent compared to the
same period a year ago.
Sales tax is the largest
source of state funding for
the state budget, account-
ing for 57 percent of all tax
collections.

Revenue is
distributed

Comptroller Hegar on
Nov. 6 announced he would
send cities, counties, tran-
sit systems and special pur-
pose taxing districts $849.6
million in local sales tax
allocations for the month of
November.

The amount is 4 percent
more than the amount dis-
tributed in November 2018.

“Temporary
Worries”

My husband, Peter, and I
are spending a month in Spain
and we have left our worries
behind. As a result, we have
had to come up with new,
temporary worries to occupy us
until we get back home.

Peter ran out of lotion and
for several days used
something he found in the
house which turned out to be
soap. (“I wondered why it
wasn’t soaking in!” Peter said.)
He doesn’t like my lotion (“axle
grease!” Peter complains) so
he ventured out yesterday to
buy some more. He came
home with some lotion in a
metal tin and immediately
began worrying if this container
would travel well.

“I don’t want grease leaking
all over my luggage!” Peter
worried.

In the absence of a real
grocery store, we worry if we
will be able to find olives we
like and, once we find them, if
we will ever find them again.
We feed the cats on the roof
every day, then worry how they
will survive after we are gone.
(But then we remember they
were not overly slim when we
arrived.)

Earlier this week we hiked to
a neighboring town, spent the
night, and returned. The hike
was wonderful, crossing
through mountains and fording
a stream. We had dinner in the
square with two ladies in their
sixties—an Englishwoman who
had come to live in this remote
town several years earlier and
a Dane, who was on her way to
explore Argentina. Hiking home
the following day, I thought (as
I always do while traveling) of
the endless variety of ways
there are to live.

It was nice to get back in our
funny little house, but I worried
we were running out of time.
Peter made soup, as he does.
“This will be my last batch this
trip!” Peter announced.

I will miss this little house
more than Peter will. The doors
are very low, and the stairs are
very steep, so Peter walks
around the house slightly
stooped and carries a hiking
pole up and down the stairs, as
if he is herding sheep to and
from the upstairs bathroom. I
try not to laugh—but some-
times I fail.

Yesterday I hiked to the top
of a hill that overlooks the town.
There used to be a Moorish
castle on the top hundreds of
years ago. The view is
amazing. I looked down on the
white houses and the
Mediterranean in the distance
and thought of all the people
who had been exactly where I
was, looking at that view.

Sometimes they were
worried, I imagined, looking for
invaders, or bad weather, or
some other trouble coming by
sea. But most of the time I
imagine they sat where I did for
the same reason—to wonder
how long they would get to look
at something so glorious, to
wonder why they spent so
much time worrying.

When I got home, Peter
read about a ship that was
having mechanical troubles in
the Mediterranean. Once they
finish cruising the Mediterra-
nean for the season, the bigger
ships cross the ocean to spend
the winter in the Caribbean.
Peter reads these articles
because we are taking one of
those ships home.

It turns out, the ship in
trouble was ours.

“Someone said they heard
an explosion and reported a
fire in the engine room!” Peter
exclaimed, reading the article
(which was not from a major
news source and seemed a
little short on facts).

“Goodness!” I said.
I guess—since we need

something to worry about—this
is as good a worry as any.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir,

“Blue Yarn,” was released
earlier this year. Learn more at
CarrieClasson.com.

Dear Rusty: I was born
on 1/14/1953, and my wife
was born on 6/27/1954. I will
have the largest Social
Security benefit by 2 or 3 to
one. She has been retired for
a year or so, but I am
working part time. We
planned on not taking our
SS until 70, since my IRA
and Social Security will
cover us until 90plus. I want
to maximize my SS benefit
in case we live past then. I
have read about a restricted
application and file and
suspend, but I get conflicting
information on who must be
born before 1/2/54. Is there
anything we can do besides
wait to 70 to maximize our
benefits? Signed: Wanting to
Maximize

Dear Wanting: How you,
as a married couple, should
plan your Social Security
depends largely upon
whether your wife will be
eligible for a spousal benefit
from you and, if so, how
much her spousal benefit
will be. Your wife will get a
spousal benefit from you if
her own benefit amount at
her full retirement age (66)
is less than half of your
benefit amount at your full
retirement age (66). The
difference between those two
amounts will be added to
your wife’s own benefit (from
her own work record) to
become her spousal benefit.
At her full retirement age
(FRA) she would get 50% of
the amount you were eligible
for at your FRA, which you
reached in January 2019. If
your wife’s benefit at age 70
will be more than her
spousal benefit will be, then
it would be prudent for her
to delay claiming until age
70 when her benefit will be
32% more than it would be
when she turns 66. Howev-
er, if her spousal benefit will
be more, it could make sense
for your wife to file for her
own benefit first, which
would allow you to file a
“restricted application for
spousal benefits only.” Your
wife cannot file a restricted
application because she was
born after January 1, 1954,
but you can file the restrict-
ed application because you
were born before that (the
“File and suspend” option
which allowed your wife to
collect spouse benefits while
your benefits are suspended
is no longer available).

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Ask Rusty – Using a
Restricted Application to
Maximize Benefits

Provided your current
finances, as well as your
health and expected
longevity suggest you can
delay, it would be a wise
strategy for you to delay
claiming until age 70
because it will provide you
with the maximum possible
monthly benefit and also the
most in cumulative lifetime
benefits if you attain at least
“average” longevity (about
84). This would also give
your wife the highest
possible survivor benefit
should you predecease her
(as your widow, your wife
gets 100% of the benefit you
were receiving at your
death). Your wife cannot
collect a spousal benefit
from you until you start your
own benefits, but if she were
to choose to claim her own
Social Security retirement
benefit from her own work
record first (so you could file
the restricted application),
she would switch to her
higher spousal benefit when
you claim.

So, if your wife’s spousal
benefit will be her highest
benefit, as a couple you may
wish to consider your wife
filing for her own benefit to
start in January (will be
reduced by about 3.3%) and,
at that time, you file a
“restricted application for
spousal benefits only” which
means you will collect 50%
of your wife’s (unreduced)
FRA benefit amount while
your own Social Security
benefit continues to earn
delayed retirement credits
(DRCs). DRCs are given at
the rate of 2/3rd of 1% per
month of delay (8% per year
of delay), up until age 70
when your benefit will be
24% more than it would be
at age 67. Then, at age 70,
when you switch from the
spousal benefit from your
wife to your own SS
retirement benefit, your wife
can file for her spousal
benefit from you. If you are,
indeed, fortunate enough to
live well into your 80s, the
above will provide you with
considerably more in
lifetime benefits than any
other strategy you might
consider.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not represent
legal or financial guidance.
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S P O R T S    &    E N T E R T A I N M E N T

The Texans and Colts kickoff
Week 12 on Thursday Night
Football at NRG Stadium in an
important AFC South game for
both teams.

Two weeks ago, the Colts
were upset at home by the one-
win Dolphins, while the Texans
enjoyed their bye week.

Bill O’Brien’s team played at
Baltimore last Sunday, so there’s
a good chance the Texans will
enter Thursday night’s game
with a 6-4 record. Indy hosted
Jacksonville last Sunday, so
there’s a good chance both
teams will enter this week’s
game tied for first place in the
division. The Colts currently
have the tiebreaker over the
Texans due to their 30-23 win on
Oct. 20.

The last time these two teams
met in Houston, the Colts
dominated the Texans in the
AFC Wild Card game and left
with a 21-7 victory. But a lot has
changed since that game. Colts
starting quarterback Andrew
Luck has retired and his
replacement, Jacoby Brissett is
dealing with a knee injury and
might not be ready to play on
Thursday night. That would
mean former Texans Brian
Hoyer would start at QB for the
Colts. I’m sure Texans fans
would be happy to see Hoyer
under center on Thursday night.

In other key games this
weekend, Carolina visits New
Orleans in a key NFC South
game, while Green Bay travels to
San Francisco to take on a 49ers
team that saw its undefeated
season come to an end two
weeks ago with a 27-24 overtime
loss at home against Seattle.
Speaking of Seattle, they make a
cross-country trip to Philadelphia
to take on the Eagles.

In college action, Texas A&M
travels to Athens, GA to take on
the Bulldogs between the
hedges, while Penn State hopes
to keep its College Football
Playoff hopes alive when it faces
a powerful Ohio State team in
Columbus.

Before we take a look at that
game and a handful of others,
let’s review last week’s record. A
7-5 week brought the season
record to 69-45 (61%).

Now, onto this weekend’s
game.

NCAA

Texas A&M at Georgia –
Jimbo Fisher’s Aggies would
love nothing more than to throw
a monkey wrench into the SEC
East race with a big win on the
road against the Bulldogs. The
Aggies are coming off three
straight home games and face a
tough test in Athens on
Saturday. The Bulldogs are not
an explosive offensive team, but
they are efficient behind
quarterback Jake Fromm (1,858
passing yards, 13 TDs) and
running back D’Andre Swift (921
rushing yards, 7 TDs). The
defense is solid and recorded a
shutout two weeks ago at home
against Missouri (27-0). A&M will
need a big day from quarterback
Kellen Mond (2,214 passing
yards, 17 TDs), freshman
running back Isaiah Spiller (671
rushing yards, 8 TDs) and
speedy wide receiver Jhamon
Ausben (51 receptions, 698
yards, 3 TDs). I thin the Aggies
give the ‘Dogs a game, but look
for Fromm and Swift to makes
plays down the stretch to keep
Georgia the top dog in the SEC
East race. My pick, Georgia 26,
Texas A&M 23

Texas at Baylor – Baylor
hosts Texas looking to keep its
Big 12 title hopes alive. The
Bears are coming off a game
against Oklahoma and face a UT
team that will be out to save its
season. Two weeks ago, Baylor
struggled against TCU in Fort
Worth, but rallied for a 29-23
triple overtime win. BU QB
Charlie Brewer (2,338 passing
yards, 16 TDs) has been steady
all season long and he and
running back John Lovett (532
rushing yards, 4 TDs) and wide
receiver Denzel Mims (44
receptions, 675 yards, 8 TDs)
will look to attack a suspect and
beat up UT defense. Texas will
once again rely on quarterback
Sam Ehlinger (2,641 passing
yards, 24 TDs) and wide receiver
Devin Duvernay (78 receptions,
921 yards, 7 TDs) to make plays
in the passing game, while
sophomore running back
Keaontay Ingram (633 yards, 6
TDs) is beginning to show
flashes as the go-to back for
Tom Herman’s team. Texas will
be in this game, but this appears
to be a special year in Waco and
come Saturday, the Bears will
pick up another big win in 2019.
My pick, Baylor 34, Texas 31

Penn State at Ohio State –
Two weeks ago, Penn State saw

Texans look to take command of AFC South against Colts:
Aggies head to Georgia to take on Bulldogs in SEC action

its CFP chances take a big hit
with a 31-26 loss at Minnesota.
Things don’t get any easier this
weekend when they face
perhaps the best team in the
country. Ohio State has been
rolling and is solid on both sides
of the ball. Two weeks ago, they
steamrolled Maryland, 73-14,
and know they must win out to
earn one of the top two CFP
berths. OSU QB Justin Fields
(1,859 passing yards, 27 TDs)
and running back J.K. Dobbins
(1,200 rushing yards, 11 TDs)
will give the PSU defense fits
come Saturday. The Buckeye
defense will have its hands full
with quarterback Sean Clifford
(2,271 passing yards, 21 TDs)
and speedy wide receiver KJ
Hamler (44 receptions, 739
yards, 8 TDs). Penn State will
hang around in this one, but look
for the Buckeyes to wear them
down in the fourth quarter to
keep their special season going.
My pick, Ohio State 36, Penn
State 24

Boston College at Notre
Dame – The battle of the
Catholic schools takes place in
South Bend on Saturday as BC
takes on Notre Dame. The Irish
will be looking to improve their
bowl placement, while Boston
College will be looking to get
bowl eligible. The ND defense
will have its hands full with BC
running back A.J. Dillon (1,451
yards, 13 TDs), while the Irish
will throw a balanced attack at
the Eagles led by quarterback
Ian Book (2,007 passing yards,
21 TDs) and running back Tony
Jones, Jr. (585 rushing yards, 4
TDs). Notre Dame has the better
defense, so look for unit to be
the difference maker in South
Bend on Saturday. My pick,
Notre Dame 34, Boston College
23

SMU at Navy – If you like
high-scoring games, then this
one should be right up your alley.
SMU visits Navy and its triple
option attack on Saturday in a
game that should keep the
scorekeepers very busy. Two
weeks ago, SMU won a 59-51
shootout at home against East
Carolina. Navy faced Notre
Dame last weekend in South

Bend in what was probably a
physical encounter for the
Midshipmen. Navy is led by dual
threat quarterback Malcolm
Perry (1,042 passing yards, 5
TDs/722 rushing yards, 16 TDs),
while the Mustangs are led by
quarterback Shane Buechele
(3,195 passing yards, 28 TDs)
and running back Xavier Jones
(1,063 yards, 8 TDs). This
should be a fun game to watch.
SMU struggles on defense
against quality offenses and
Navy has a quality offense,
which doesn’t bode well for the
Ponies. My pick, Navy 46, SMU
43

NFL

Indianapolis at Houston –
The Texans and Colts kickoff
Week 12 on Thursday Night
Football in a game that is
important for both team’s playoff
chances. Houston is coming off a
tough road game at Baltimore,
while the Colts are hoping
Brissett will be ready to return to
action after suffering a knee
injury on Nov. 3 at Pittsburgh.
The Colts just aren’t the same
team on offense without Brissett.
If he is out for this game, look for
Indy to give running back Marlon
Mack (753 rushing yards, 3 TDs)
plenty of work to chew up clock
and keep Deshaun Watson
(2,432 passing yards, 18 TDs)
off of the field. The Texans have
found a running game them-
selves as Carlos Hyde (704
yards, 3 TDs) has done a good
job of moving the chains this
season. And of course, there’s
always the DeAndre Hopkins (68
receptions, 665 yards, 4 TDs)
that the Colts will have to factor

into their defensive plans. The
Texans look like a different team
this year, so look for them to pick
up the win and get a leg up on
the Colts in the AFC South on
Thursday night. My pick,
Houston 26, Indianapolis 16

Carolina at New Orleans –
The Panthers and Saints meet in
New Orleans in a key NFC South
tilt on Sunday afternoon. Two
weeks ago, the Panthers lost a
tough one at Green Bay, 24-16,
when they were denied a chance
to score from the Packer two-
yard line with seconds remain-
ing. Quarterback Kyle Allen
(1,598 passing yards, 10 TDs)
and running back Christian
McCaffrey (989 yards, 14 total
TDs) will face a Saints defense
that was roughed up two weeks
ago at home by the one-win
Falcons. Drew Brees had a
rough day in that one, as he
wasn’t able to throw a touch-
down pass against the lowly
Falcons, who upset the Saints in
New Orleans, 26-9. Look for
Brees (1,068 passing yards, 5
TDs), running back Alvin Kamara
(397 rushing yards, 41
receptions, 326 yards, 1 TD) and
wide receiver Michael Thomas
(86 receptions, 1,127 yards, 4
TDs) to be more focused as they
look to make their late-season
playoff push. My pick, New
Orleans 31, Carolina 23

Dallas at New England –
The Cowboys travel to
Foxborough to take on the
Patriots in what could be a long
and cold afternoon for Jerry
Jones’ team. Two weeks ago,
Dallas dropped a 28-24 decision
at home to the Vikings in a game
where running back Ezekiel
Elliott (788 yards, 6 TDs)

struggled. For some inexplicable
reason, head coach Jason
Garrett elected to run Elliott on
back-to-back plays deep in
Minnesota territory late in the
game and he was stuffed both
times to sniff out the Cowboys’
comeback chances. Quarterback
Dak Prescott (2,777 yards, 18
TDs) and wide receiver Amari
Cooper (53 receptions, 848
yards, 7 TDs) will find it tough to
make plays against a very good
NE defense. The Dallas defense
will get test by Tom Brady (2,536
yards, 14 TDs), running back
Sony Michel (482 yards, 6 TDs)
and wide receiver Julian
Edelman (63 receptions, 663
yards, 4 TDs). This could be the
beginning of the end of the
Garrett era in Dallas, and a lot of
Cowboy fans would be just fine
with that. My pick, New England
34, Dallas 23

Green Bay at San Francisco
– Aaron Rodgers (2,718 yards,
17 TDs) and the Packers travel
to the Bay Area to take on a
49ers team that suffered its first
loss of the season to weeks ago
at home at the hands of the
Seahawks. SF QB Jimmy
Garoppolo (2,054 yards, 14 TDs)
struggled in that game, but hope
to have his security blanket, tight
end George Kittle (46 receptions,
541 yards, 2 TDs) back for this
game.  The vaunted 49er
defense got pushed around by
the Seahawks and things won’t
get any easier this Sunday when
they face Rodgers, running back
Aaron Jones (589 yards, 13 total
TDs) and wide receiver
Davantae Adams (39 receptions,
537 yards). This should be a
very competitive game, but look
for the 49ers to use the Seattle
loss as a wakeup call and
rebound against the Packers. My
pick, San Francisco 24, Green
Bay 20

Pittsburgh at Cincinnati –
Don’t look now, but the Steelers,
who were left for dead after
losing starting quarterback Ben
Rothlisberger two weeks into the
season are alive and well and in
contention for an AFC Wild Card
slot. Head coach Mike Tomlin is
having one of his best seasons
as a head coach and the

Steelers should notch another
win against a horrible Bengals
team. Two weeks ago, Cinci was
blown out at home by Baltimore,
49-13. Look for quarterback
Mason Rudolph (1,330 yards, 11
TDs) to manage the offense
while the defense takes the Cinci
offense apart. My pick,
Pittsburgh 27, Cincinnati 10

Seattle at Philadelphia – A
good one for the Sunday Night
Football gang as Seattle visits
Philadelphia in a key game for
both teams’ playoff hopes. Two
weeks ago, Russell Wilson
(2,737 yards, 27 TDs) led Seattle
to an upset against the 49ers,
while the Eagles enjoyed their
bye week. The Seattle defense
will get tested by a solid Philly
offense led by quarterback
Carson Wentz (2,006 yards, 15
TDs), running back Jordan
Howard (525 yards, 6 TDs) and
tight end Zach Ertz (46
receptions, 527 yards, 2 TDs).
Seattle is a very good road team
and has an MVP candidate in
Wilson. Something tells me the
Seahawks pick up another big
road win come Sunday night. My
pick, Seattle 26, Philadelphia 23

Baltimore at Los Angeles
Rams – Lamar Jackson (2,036
passing yards, 15 TDs/702
rushing yards, 6 TDs) takes his
electrifying act to LA as the
Ravens face the Rams on
Monday Night Football. Two
weeks ago, the dual threat QB
ran over and around the Bengals
en route to a 49-13 road romp,
while the Rams suffered a 17-12
loss at Pittsburgh. The Rams,
who won the NFC title a year
ago, are struggling in the
offensive line and that has
affected quarterback Jared Goff
(2,610 yards, 11 TDs) and
running back Todd Gurley (428
rushing yards, 6 TDs). The Rams
defense is going to have its
hands full with Jackson, running
back Mark Ingram (619 yards, 7
TDs) and tight end Mark
Andrews (44 receptions, 523
yards, 5 TDs). Look for the
Rams’ struggles to continue as
Jackson makes his case for the
MVP award in front of a national
TV audience. My pick, Baltimore
30, Los Angeles Rams 23
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.

               1-tfn

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SEMI-RETIRED
Handyman will do
carpentry,
painting, roof
repairs, mobile
homes, pressure
washing. Lifetime
Houstonian.
713-754-0923.
Don.          16-tfn

THE FRUGAL FROGTHE FRUGAL FROG
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CLASSIFIEDCL
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FI

ED

DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS:
SGT 2000 Motor
Freight Inc. Company
Earn Up To $.45 p/
mile. O/O Earn Up To
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E. Sign On Bo-
nus $5000*
Company – Owner
Operators
713-674-2076

      44-4

FrugalFrugal
FrogFrog MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE

C H U R C H    P A G E

RECENT DEATHS
Samuel Nieves Longoria
Judy S. Oliver
Saray (Gomez) Mitchell
Marta Juliana Gonzalez

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Call: 281-799-9076 or 832-650-4360

Text: 832-906.4214
marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey---

1. Which book of the Bible
(KJV) mentions the word
"thanksgiving" the most times, at
eight? Genesis, Nehemiah,
Psalms, Isaiah

2. In 1 Thessalonians 5:18,
"In everything give thanks: for
this is the ... of God." Power,
Will, Gratitude, Travail

3. From 2 Timothy 3:1-2, Paul
lists which human quality as
being a sign of the last days?
Adulterers, Sun worshipers,
Renegades, Unthankful people

4. In Psalms 106:1, "O give
thanks unto the Lord; for his ...
endureth forever." Love, Good,
Mercy, Spirit

5. From Leviticus 22, a
sacrifice of thanksgiving is most
meaningful when it is ...?
Sincere, Often, At your own will,
Extravagant

6. Where was Jonah when he
prayed with the voice of
thanksgiving? Fish's belly,
Aboard ship, Wilderness,
Mountaintop

ANSWERS: 1) Psalms; 2)
Will; 3) Unthankful people; 4)
Mercy; 5) At your own will; 6)
Fish's belly

Sara Muñoz
Ruby Faye Pady
Sandra Jeannie Cook
Miguel Cruz

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

Aldine ISD to hold public hearing for TIP schools
In compliance with state requirements TEC 39A.055(3) and TEC 39A 057, a public

hearing for Targeted Improvement Plans (TIPs) for campuses rated C Overall (D in a
Domain), D Overall or F on the Texas Accountability System and campuses rated
Comprehensive based on the federal requirements of Domain III must be held.

Campuses rated an overall D, F or Comprehensive are required to submit an Effective
Schools Framework (ESF) Aligned TIP that will address areas of low performance identified
through the three state accountability domains.  The targeted elements in the plan will be
implemented and monitored throughout the year as campuses engage in the continuous
improvement process.

Campus rated an overall C (D in a Domain) addressed their areas of low performance
during the development of their Campus Improvement Plans (CIPs).  These elements will
be implemented and monitored throughout the year to ensure progress towards all goals.
Adjustments will be made accordingly.

AUTOS

2005 CADILLAC
CTS -
1 owner, garage
kept, new tires, no
accidents, minor
mechanic records.
Serious inquiries
only. $2,500 FIRM.
832-235-5066.
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Classifieds
713-266-3444
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SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

TREE SERVICE

DEALERSHIP

Select a Car
BUY HERE PAY HERE

*Bring this AD and
get $500 OFF*

713-300-2584
selectacarllc@gmail.com

3911 Aldine Mail Route Rd., 77039

Advertise your
Yard Sale

713-266-3444

L I F E S T Y L E

LEGAL
ADVERTISING

You now have the option of
placing your Legal Ads in a local
newspaper that meets your
requirements, reaches more
readers in your area, and costs
much less. Rates are $10.00 per
column inch, plus $10 for an
affidavit, or 50¢ per word plus
affidavit. We can give you an exact
quote if required. Please call or
email for assistance. Thank you for
supporting our community and
keeping our dollars local.

A GrafikPress Newspaper
713-266-3444

email:
nenewsroom@aol.com

✯
THOUGHTS  FROM

MARANATHA  CHURCH
By Dr. Mark Trice

We often hear about the
“peace that passes under-
standing.” I think it’s safe
to say this is a promise
from God that we would all
want to hang onto. The
question is, “How do we get
this peace so great that it’s
beyond our ability to com-
prehend?”

Philippians 4:6-7 gives
us the answer:  “Be careful
for nothing; but in every
thing by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiving
let your requests be made
known unto God. And the
peace of God, which pas-

seth all understanding,
shall keep your hearts and
minds through Christ
Jesus.”

Do you see it? Obvious-
ly we’re going to make our
requests known to God
while in prayer and suppli-
cation. Most people do that
anyway. Our sticking
points are most often on 1)
“Be careful for nothingÅh
and 2) “with thanksgiv-
ing.” Worry is a continual
battle, and worthy of an ar-
ticle all by itself, but today,
it being the month of No-
vember, let’s focus on

thanksgiving or, as The
Passion Translation ex-
presses it, “overflowing
gratitude.”

Here’s the thing. Study
after study has been done
on gratitude/thanksgiving.
We’re talking primarily
secular studies here, and
they’ve consistently found
that a person who makes
a practice of being thank-
ful/grateful gains certain
benefits. Here are a just a
few from the very long list:
live longer, more relaxed,
more spiritual, improved
relationships, fewer aches

Want Peace?

and pains, less sick, less
self-centered, improved
psychological health, bet-
ter sleep, reduced depres-
sion symptoms, reduced
aggression/anger issues,
improved self-esteem, re-
duced stress, reduction of
PTSD, increased energy,
lower blood pressure,
stronger immune system,
more optimistic, improved
decision making, increased
productivity, increased cre-
ativity, better leader, more
resilient, less envious,
healthier marriage.

Now, doesn’t that sound
a lot like peace that pass-
es understanding?

The key, in all of these
studies, is consistency. The
ones who gained these ben-
efits were the ones who
lived lives of thankfulness
or “overflowing gratitude.”
This type of person makes
a practice of being thank-
ful, when praying of
course, but also in their
daily lives. Given the cul-

ture we live in, this can be
a challenge, but it’s a hab-
it God obviously wants us
to develop since He men-
tions it here.

So the next question is,
“How do I develop a habit
of thankfulness?” It can be
as simple as making a con-
scious effort to stop and
thank people or God dur-
ing the day; this can be for
large things or small
things. In fact, focusing on
thanking God for the small
things helps us see Him
more in all things!

We can also use tools to
help us develop thankful-
ness. Something as simple
as recording one thing in
the day’s block on a calen-
dar, and stopping to thank
God for it, has power.
Thankfulness journals,
records dedicated specifi-
cally to recording those
things for which we want
to thank God, also have an
impact on our lives. Taking
time to write good, old-

fashioned thank you notes
to people... Now there’s
something you don’t see
every day, and it affects not
only the writer, but the
reader as well.

Thankfulness, grati-
tude... There is power here
that we should never un-
derestimate.

Do you want peace? Let
your heart be overflowing
with gratitude; start
thanking Him.

MyHillsideFamily.com
@MyHillsideFamily

RENT/LEASE

2 BEDROOM
HOME FOR RENT -
Central A/C & Heat.
$675/mo. + $600 de-
posit. No bills paid.
2318 Bertrand St.
77093.
832-455-6110.
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RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392
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schedule hearings on mo-
tions online, 24/7 without
the need to speak to one of
the deputy district clerks
directly.  This is currently
being piloted in six courts
with more coming online
as judges give the DCO the
go ahead for their court.

The office culture is also
changing at the DCO. “We
have taken an office that
had low morale and dras-
tically improved it by giv-
ing much-needed raises,
soliciting input, and listen-
ing to the needs of the staff.
We make each staff mem-
ber feel like a valuable part
of the team,” said Ms. Bur-
gess.

A complete website

Unpaid Debts,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

 Hang your Christmas
Card on our Tree

(This Ad is reduced in size. Your card will be twice as large– a Full Page)

We will publish your Card Ad in
our Christmas Editions

Dec.  10 and 17
For Details call 713-266-3444

overhaul is in the works
too. The new site will offer
intuitive navigation, more
frequent updates on news
and office events, and in-
clude a mobile friendly ver-
sion.

The Harris County Dis-
trict Clerk’s Office is also
boosting its outreach effort
to diversify juries and
study barriers to service,
cooperating with Houston
METRO to improve their
free rides for jurors’ pro-
gram, and supporting the
Jury Assembly Building
reconstruction.

Stay tuned for more de-
velopments with a major
initiative to introduce elec-
tronic jury summonsing to

Harris County. Residents
can already go online to
claim an exemption, re-
schedule their date of ser-
vice, or print a new
summons, but the new
summonsing process will
take this a step farther.
While residents will still
receive the summons itself
via mail, they could get in
line digitally the day of
their service and receive
their assignment for ser-
vice online.

“Many other counties
across the state and nation
use similar electronic sys-
tems and have had great
success in boosting appear-
ance rates. It is time for
Harris County to catch
up!” said Ms. Burgess.  --

HOBY Leadership,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Last Wednesday, No-
vember 13, 2019, the Aldi-
ne Noon Optimist Club
held their meeting at East
Aldine Management Dis-
trict. The highlights of the
meeting were the recogni-
tion of two students, Adam
Guenoun and Darius
Howard, sponsored by the
Club to attend the Hugh
O'Brian Youth leadership
conference this past sum-
mer.

At the conference, the
students spoke about the
energy, volunteerism, net-
working, and friendships
they made while develop-
ing their leadership skills
and voice as future leaders.
The conference was held at
the University of Houston.
Each year the Aldine Noon
Optimist Club sponsors a
sophomore from each high
school to attend the confer-
ence.

The  Cool, Honest, Intel-
ligent, Clear-headed, Ener-
getic, and Not interested in
drugs or C.H.I.C.K.E.N.
Club has been sponsored
in Aldine ISD by the Noon
Optimist Club. The pro-
gram began in the 1980s as
part of a "just Say No to
Drugs" campaign. Steve
Mead, pictured to the
right, presented a check to
Efrain Uribe, Program Di-
rector of Elementary
Counseling, to sponsor
C.H.I.C.K.E.N. Club shirts
for 4th-grade  students in
Aldine ISD.

second class before the end
of the 16-week semester.
Other PACE formats offer
flexible options over the
16-week semester.

The HCC Northeast
PACE program will espe-
cially benefit adult learn-
ers at smaller campuses
like Acres Homes and
North Forest where stu-
dents are faced with jug-
gling work, school, family
and personal schedules.
PACE aims to provide an
accelerated pathway to the
completion of an associate
degree, baccalaureate de-
gree, or certificate.

“HCC is excited about
being able to offer flexible
options to support today’s
real college students,”
HCC Northeast president
Dr. Monique Umphrey

PACE Program,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

said. “The PACE program
will allow today’s busy pro-
fessional to balance work
and college responsibilities
in an environment where
they truly belong. We have
professionals ready to pro-
vide support and guide the
students to help them
meet their goals.”

Both academic and
workforce courses are
available in the accelerat-
ed format.  At North For-
est Campus, the
Automotive Center of Ex-
cellence offers the automo-
tive maintenance and light
repair certificate in 8-week
blocks to help students
complete a certificate fast-
er.

HCC Northeast offers
academic, adult education,

and workforce training in
a variety of formats and at
locations across northeast
Houston. Registration for
spring is now in progress.
For more information
about the PACE program,
call 713-718-8300 or visit
hccs.edu/pace.
About HCC

Houston Community
College (HCC) is composed
of 15 Centers of Excellence
and numerous satellite
centers that serve the di-
verse communities in the
Greater Houston area by
preparing individuals to
live and work in an in-
creasingly international
and technological society.
HCC is one of the country’s
largest singly accredited,
open-admission, communi-
ty colleges offering associ-
ate degrees, certificates,
workforce training, and
lifelong learning opportu-
nities. To learn more, visit
www.hccs.edu.

www.NENewsroom.com

Pictured are Adam Guenoun, a junior at Victory Early
College, middle, with his counselor Marcus Irving,
right, and Steve Mead, left.

Darius Howard, middle, a junior from Davis High School, was accompanied by
the Howard family.

Efrain Uribe receives a check from Steve Mead to
sponsor C.H.I.C.K.E.N. Club shirts for Aldine students.

retire. They named their new company
Grafikshop and quickly set about ex-
panding the business. Their daughter
Kristan was born soon after, and her
childhood was spent playing happily
among the printing presses. She drew
pictures on paper samples and made
dollhouses out of empty shipping con-
tainers.

Meanwhile, Gilbert continued to
practice architecture both as a consult-
ant and independently. He and Mei-ing
established their own agency, Hoffman-
Liu Design Associates.

NEWSPAPER MAN
Through the printing operations, Gil-

bert learned of a community paper for
sale, and somehow convinced his wife
to let him buy it. Ever since then, he
has devoted his days to covering the
news in several Houston area commu-
nities, including Aldine, Channelview,
Crosby, Highlands, Jacinto City, and
many more.

You are likely to see him at neigh-
borhood events with a camera around
his neck and a notepad in hand. Along
with his dedicated staff, Gilbert docu-
ments high school football games, at-
tends chamber of commerce meetings,
and interviews local politicians. To in-
tegrate with the communities he cov-
ers, he has become a Rotarian and
served on various boards of directors.
His work as a journalist has been more
meaningful and rewarding than he
imagined, and has connected him with
some of the kindest and most interest-
ing people he has ever known, many of
whom he is proud to call his friends.

With so many passions pursued and
dreams fulfilled, it’s hard to imagine
what more Gilbert may do in the future
that he hasn’t already done in these

Publisher’s Birthday,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Gilbert with Carol with their daughter
Susan

Gilbert and daughter Kristan

Gilbert as a kid, Pauline and Nana

Gilbert and Mei Hoffman

past 80 years...
This story was written in collaboration

with his loving family.

Happy birthday!!!


