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FEMA at the
Library
   If you have questions or
would like to learn about
Flood Insurance stop by
Wed., Feb. 26 from 1-3
p.m. FEMA will be at High
Meadows Library, 4500
Aldine Mail Rt., 77039.

Affected by
storm Imelda?
   The Harris Center will be
at High Meadows Library,
4500 Aldine Mail Rt.,
Thur., Feb. 27 at 1:00
p.m. to talk about resourc-
es available to those
affected.

www.aldinedistrict.org

713-595-1226
Veronica Sanches,

Director of Services
VSanches@haweshill.com

713-595-1232
Richard Cantu,

Deputy Executive Director
5333 Aldine Mail Rt.
Houston, TX. 77039

911-Emergencies

713-221-6000
Dispatch

Aldine Storefront
281-449-6600

Capt. Mike Koteras
District II

Sheriff’s Safety Forum presents
picture of crime fighting in Aldine
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Bonding Against Adversity celebrates
10 years of service to the community

On January 31, 2020
BONDING AGAINST AD-
VERSITY (BAA) celebrat-
ed their 10th year of
service to the community
with a “Launch Breakfast”
at the Lone Star Commu-
nity College – North Har-
ris Student Building.
Harris County Sheriff Ed
Gonzalez was the keynote
speaker.

Reggie Gray, President/
CEO of the Houston Inter-
continental Chamber Of
Commerce welcomed the
participants and thanked
all the people, organiza-
tions and volunteers who
have given their financial
contributions, time and

knowledge, and their ef-
forts of support to help
BAA to fulfill their mission
of “Helping Others Help
Themselves”.

The keynote speaker,
Harris County Sheriff Ed
Gonzalez, started by giving
the statistics about crime
in Houston and Harris
County. Then, he reported
about the difference that
organizations involved in
helping the community,
such as Bonding Against
Adversity, have made and
the improvements result-
ing from their contribution
in the education, assis-
tance, caring and support
provided to individuals in See BAA Anniversary,
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 You have until Friday,
February 28th to vote ear-
ly in the 2020 primary elec-
t ion!  Elect ion  Day is
Tuesday, March 3rd. Tex-
as has open primaries.
That means that ALL Tex-
as voters can participate.
The Texas primary is an
extremely important elec-
tion in Texas!

All Texans’ ballots will
include the statewide rac-
es, but the rest of the rac-
e s  o n  t h e r e  w i l l  b e
determined by where you
live. On the federal level,
Texans are divided among
36 congressional districts.
On the state level, Texans
are divided into 150 House
districts, 31 Senate dis-
tricts and 15 State Board
of Education districts. All
congressional and Texas
House districts are up for
election this year, along
with one U.S. Senate seat,
several Texas Senate seats
and eight State Board of
Education seats.

Remember to bring an
acceptable form of photo
ID to the polls to cast your
ballot.

When you take your
vote to the polls, make sure
to take one of the follow-
ing:

- Texas Driver Licence
- Texas Election ID Cer-

tificate
-Texas Personal Identi-

fication Card
-Texas Handgun Li-

cense
-U.S. Citizenship Certif-

icate with photo
-U.S. Military ID Card

with photo
-U.S. Passport (book or

card)
All these forms of ID are

acceptable for voting in
person.

Voting early is quick
and convenient, allowing
you to vote at any polling
location in your county! To
find a location near you,
visit www.VoteTexas.Gov

Don't wait for Election
Day, vote early!

You can vote at any Ear-
ly Voting location in Har-
ris County. The closest poll
location for Aldine resi-
dents is BakerRipley on
Aldine Mail Route.

Primary Election
Early voting
now underway

Mariana Sanchez, second from left, Director and founder of BAA poses with
special guests and community leaders at the 10th year anniversary celebration.

Color Printing
for your Company, Church,
Organization, or Political

Campaign
We specialize in

4 Color Brochures, Magazines,
Sale Flyers

We print newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555

need.  He encouraged BAA
to continue their efforts
and work with the educa-
tional and faith organiza-
tions, businesses and
corporations, volunteers
and all the people to make
our community better and
safer every day.

Mariana Sanchez, VP/
Chief Operating Officer
and founder of Bonding
Against Adversity, said …
“10 years… it seems easy
to say… but I still remem-
ber that 10 years ago,
when I started Bonding
Against Adversity, I
worked from my car during

See Sheriff’s Forum,
Page 3

¡Ya esta
aquí,
el mejor
premio
para su
buen
gusto!
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Kite Festival
   Come fly a kite at the
East Aldine Town Center,
2800 Aldine Mail Rt.,
March 7, 2020 from 10
am - 2 pm. Come and
create a unique kite or
bring your own. No kites
larger than 5 ft.
   There will be games,
face painting, raffles, food
trucks, moon walks.
Zumba in the courtyard
from 10 am - 11 am.

Sheriff’s Deputies made a presentation of crime
statistics for the Aldine area, and answered questions
from a large audience. ABOVE, East Aldine’s Brian
Burke, Captain Mike Koteras, Deputy Ray Scholwinski,
and State Representative Armando Walle.

The meeting room at the East Aldine offices was full, as residents met with
Sheriff’s deputies to hear about public safety issues, and to question and voice
their concerns about specific issues in the Aldine neighborhoods.

EAST ALDINE – Depu-
ties from the Harris Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office
presented crime statistics
to a large audicence of res-
idents, Aldine educators,
and other officials that
filled the meeting room at
the East Aldine offices last
Wednesday evening. After
the presentation, they an-
swered questions from res-
idents on individual crime
problems.

Captain Mike Koteras,
patrol head for District 2,
led the discussion. He said
that in the last three
months, there had been a
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Eight Aldine ISD, high
school seniors, turned their
efforts into scholarships.
The winning students
made between $500 and
$2,000 each, totaling
$6,500 in scholarship mon-
ey.

Applying to college is a
complicated process, so the
College Board created the
Opportunity Scholarships
and Recognition program
that guides high school
students through it. This
scholarship program is
open to all students, and it
doesn’t require an essay,
application, or minimum
GPA. Instead, it rewards
students’ effort and initia-
tive. By completing key
steps along their path to

Aldine ISD is now offer-
ing an Introduction to Avi-
ation & Aerospace course
to students in Grades 9-12.
The Aeronautics and Avi-
ation elective is currently
held at Davis Senior High
School for students who
have an interest in avia-
tion.

The new course is signif-
icant to Davis High School
because of its namesake,
Benjamin O. Davis, Jr.
Benjamin O. Davis, Jr. was
an American United States
Air Force general and com-
mander of the World War
II Tuskegee Airmen. He
was also the first African
American general officer in
the United States Air
Force and the first African
American to solo an air-
plane and earn a pilot cer-
tification in the U.S. Army
Air Corps, predecessor of
the U.S. Air Force.

The new course has
come right on time. Due to
a large population of retir-
ing pilots and global
growth in the industry,
there is an increase in de-
mand for pilots, airframe
and powerplant mechan-
ics, air traffic controllers,
technicians and other ca-
reers in the industry.

The electives will give
students an opportunity to
obtain a private pilot cer-
tification license and/or a
remote pilot certification
before graduation for free.

Max Franco, Davis Se-
nior High School sopho-
more, has plans of joining
the Air Force after college
and becoming a pilot.

“I look forward to com-
pleting both my remote pi-
lot and private pilot
certifications,” Franco said.
“There is more to aviation
than just flying. So far I
have learned that you re-
ally have to have a basic
understanding of math to
excel in this career.”

The Remote Pilot Certi-
fication and Private Pilot
Certification courses con-
sist of ground school and
hands-on training. During
ground school, students
will learn the basic rules
and regulations. This work
will help them pass the
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration written exam and
practical application. To
complete the private pilot
certification course, stu-
dents will need a minimum
of 40 hours of dual instruc-
tion in a single engine air-
plane with a certified flight
instructor.

Aldine ISD’s partner

Wednesday, Feb. 19, was
quite a day for MacArthur
High School teacher Eva
Lanczos.

It was on that day that
Lanczos, a foreign lan-
guage/ESL teacher at Mac-
Arthur, was surprised by
representatives from H-E-
B who named her one of
five state finalists for H-E-
B’s Excellence in Educa-
tion Leadership Award.

The Leadership Award
honors teachers with more
than 20 years of experi-
ence. The overall winner,
who will be announced in
San Antonio May 2-3, will
receive a $10,000 check for
themselves and a $10,000
grant for their school.

By being named a final-

Davis High School sophomore, Max Franco, is using
a flight simulator at the Lone Star Flight Museum.

Davis High School Aeronautics &
Aviation Course Takes Flight

flight school, Texas Flight
at David Wayne Hooks Me-
morial Airport in Spring,
will help Aldine students
achieve all of their flight
hours and hands-on train-
ing. Texas Flight will pro-
vide the aircraft, Certified
Flight Instructors and Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-
tion Testing Center for the
private pilot students en-
rolled in the course. Texas
Flight was named the Air-
craft Owners and Pilots
Association (AOPA) Best
Flight School in 2017 and
has been recognized for
flight training excellence
every year since!

“Flying is one of the best
feelings in the world,”
Xavier Samuels, United
pilot, OBAP representative
and Aldine ISD CTE Advi-
sory Board member said.
“The opportunities in the
industry are limitless right
now. The more that we can
expose our students to
STEM related fields, like
aviation and aerospace,
the more we can open their
minds to their individual
possibilities.”

The school is also work-
ing closely with the Orga-
nization of Black
Aerospace Professionals
(OBAP) and  organizations
that exist to promote avia-
tion, such as the Aircraft
Owners and Pilots Associ-
ation (AOPA) and Experi-
mental Aircraft
Association (EAA).

According to Chris Nor-
ris, Davis High School
aeronautics & aviation in-
structor, this course will
allow students to learn
about the various opportu-
nities to start a career in
the aviation industry.

“A mechanically in-
clined student interested
in working with his or her
hands might only consider
a career as an auto me-
chanic,” Norris said. “They

may not be aware of the
high demand or salaries
available to those who
maintain and repair air-
craft. A student interested
in the medical field could
start a career as a flight
nurse or another aeromed-
ical specialty. Aviation lit-
erally offers something for
everyone!”

Opportunities For A Ca-
reer In Aviation After High
School:

Students with a UAV/
drone license can apply for
jobs in:

•Aerial photography
•Videography
•Cartography survey-

ing
Students with their Pri-

vate Pilot Certification can
continue their training to
gain additional experience
and ratings to become an
Airline or Commercial Pi-
lot.

•Aerospace Engineers –
Structural, Propulsion,
Electrical, Human Factors
Engineering

•Aerospace Engineer-
ing and Operations Tech-
nicians

•Air Traffic Controllers
•Aircraft and Avionics

Equipment Mechanics and
Technicians

•Airline, General Avia-
tion & Military Pilots

•Air Transport Pilots –
Scheduled Carriers for
Passenger & Cargo

•General Aviation /
Business Aviation includ-
ing Charter

•Agricultural Aviation
•Military Aviation – Air

Force, Navy, Marine Corps,
Army, Coast Guard

•Rotorcraft (Helicop-
ters)

•Passenger Transport
•Air Ambulance
•Law Enforcement
•Search & Rescue
•Combat Helicopters
•Airframe & Power-

plant mechanics

MacArthur teacher Eva Lanczos
named finalist for H-E-B
Excellence in Education Award

Eva Lanczos poses with members of her ESL class after she was named one of
five state finalists for H-E-B’s Excellence in Education Leadership Award.

MacArthur foreign language/ESL teacher Eva
Lanczos, center, poses with MacArthur High School
Assistant Principal Maria Bauhs, Principal Heather
Peterson, Assistant Principal Jason Babcock and H-E-
B mascot HEBuddy at a presentation naming
Lanczos one of five state finalists for H-E-B’s
Excellence in Education Leadership Award.

ist, Lanczos was presented
with a $1,000 check on Feb.
19 when H-E-B represen-
tatives, along with mascot
HEBuddy, visited the Aldi-
ne ISD campus. In addi-
tion, MacArthur High
School also received $1,000
from H-E-B.

H-E-B’s Excellence in
Education Awards is the
largest monetary award
program for educators in
Texas, and among the larg-
est in the nation. The hon-
or was kept a secret from
Lanczos, who learned they
were finalists when repre-
sentatives from H-E-B vis-
ited their classrooms and
presented them with cook-
ies and flowers.

Representatives from
H-E-B surprised Lanczos
during her fourth period
ESL class and surprised
she was.

“I can’t believe it,” she
said, when she was told of
the good news. “It’s an un-
believable experience. I’m
so happy to do this for my
students and I’m glad they
could share in this positive
experience.”

Lanczos added she is
happy to share her good
news with her students.

“This is just as much a
part of their work as it is
mine,” she said.

Lanczos has 30 years of
experience as a foreign lan-
guage and ESL teacher
and taught in Dabas, Hun-
gary, and Ames, Iowa be-
fore moving to Houston
and joining Aldine ISD in

2001 where she has taught
ESL, reading and German.

MacArthur High School
principal Heather Peter-
son, who has served as
MacArthur’s principal for
the last three years, said
Lanczos richly deserves to
be a state finalist.

“Over the last few years
I have observed her work
closely with a myriad of
students,

Peterson said. “She con-
tinuously goes the extra
mile to support students in
class and during after-
school tutorials. She is con-
stantly advocating for our
students who are new to
the country.

“Mrs. Lanczos is
charged with the task of
teaching students from
other countries to speak
the complicated English
language with the hopes of
graduating with a diploma
in four years. Imagine that
task. It would require hav-
ing a very strong bond with
students, compassion and
empathy for their situation
and the ability to empow-
er students to believe in
their own abilities.”

Peterson said Lanczos is
well respected among her
peers because of her com-
mitment to education.

“She has a wonderful
rapport with students, par-
ents and colleagues,” Peter-
son said. “She works
tirelessly to find ways to
continually engage stu-
dents in the classroom and
increase teacher produc-

District High School students
receive scholarships

college gives them a
chance to earn scholar-
ships.

The College Board
launched the new scholar-
ship program with $5 mil-
lion of scholarships each
year, beginning with the
class of 2020.

“What is great about the
program is that it doesn’t
award scholarships based
on grades or class rank. It
focuses on what the stu-
dents do on their way to
getting ready for college,”
Dr. Susan Pelezo, executive
director of advanced aca-
demics, said. “They earn
scholarship opportunities
by building a college list,
practicing for the SAT, im-

proving SAT scores,
strengthening their college
list, completing the FAFSA
(Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid) and ap-
plying to colleges.”

Pelezo added that her
office will be working with
the high schools to get
more students to take ad-
vantage of the opportuni-
ty.

The more effort you put
in, the more opportunities
you have to earn a schol-
arship. Complete all six,
and you’re eligible to win
$40,000. Scholarships will
be awarded through
monthly drawings to stu-
dents who complete each
action.

tivity in her department.
Her initiative, ingenuity,
and tenacity all make her
a valuable asset to our
staff and students at Mac-
Arthur High School. She is
the exemplar for excellence
in education!”

H-E-B asks customers,
Partners (employees) and
community members to
nominate teachers, princi-
pals, districts, early child-
hood centers and school
boards in Texas. Each nom-
inee is sent an invitation
to complete an application
online and is asked about
their professional experi-
ences, educational philos-
ophies and achievements
both in and out of the class-
room.

A team of judges re-
views the applications,
narrowing the field to
semi-finalists. From that
pool, five regional judging
panels comprised of former
winners, administrators
and university and com-
munity leaders not affiliat-
ed with H-E-B select 40
teachers and principal fi-
nalists.

Lanczos is one of five fi-
nalists from across Texas
in contention for The Lead-
ership Award. She has
been invited to compete on
a statewide level for larg-
er cash prizes totaling
more than $400,000. A
statewide panel of judges,
not affiliated with H-E-B,
will conduct a personal in-
terview with finalist to se-
lect a winner.
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HOUSTON (Feb. 19,
2020) – Harris County
Judge Lina Hidalgo, the
first woman and the first
Latina to be elected to the
position, will speak at Lone
Star College-North Harris
for an event celebrating
Women’s History Month.

Attendees will learn
about Hidalgo’s path immi-
grating from Mexico, grad-
uating from Stanford
University and ultimately
becoming the county judge
for the third largest coun-

HOUSTON (Feb. 20,
2020) – A collaborative ef-
fort to launch a pilot pro-
gram between Lone Star
College, Baker Hughes and
the Texas Workforce Com-
mission was announced.
The program will fund LSC
students in full for the first
cohort to begin a success-
ful career as a Field Service
Technician in the energy
industry.

 “We are pleased to be
working with Baker Hugh-
es and the Texas Workforce
Commission to offer this
very specialized training,”
said Stephen C. Head,
Ph.D., LSC chancellor.
“Lone Star College is glo-
bally recognized for its
workforce programs and
Baker Hughes is a leader
in the energy industry.

 The first-of-its-kind pro-
gram will address the in-
dustry’s urgent need for
qualified candidates while
providing proficient stu-
dents with key skills and a
direct path to potential
employment after gradua-
tion.

 “Changing workforce
dynamics demand that we
collaborate within our com-
munities in new ways to
ensure a qualified pipeline
of potential employees,”
said Muzzamil Khider, vice
president of HR for Oilfield
Services, Baker Hughes.
“We are delighted to be
part of this innovative pro-

Sheriff’s Safety Forum,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lone Star College, Baker Hughes and the Texas
Workforce Commission are launching a pilot
program to provide accelerated training for students
interested in a Field Service Technician career in the
energy industry. Pictured (left to right) are Muzzamil
Khider, vice president of HR for Oilfield Services,
Baker Hughes; Stephen C. Head, Ph.D., LSC
chancellor; Robert D. Andrade - program manager
for the High Demand Job Training and Texas
Industry Partnership Programs, Texas Workforce
Commission; Michael Gutierrez, talent development
manager Workforce Solutions.

Lone Star College, Baker Hughes,
Texas Workforce Commission
announce new partnership

gram aimed at giving Lone
Star College students a
jump-start on a rewarding
career.”

 The seven-week pro-
gram will feature hands-on
training in technical labs
and time on the Baker
Hughes training rig locat-
ed in Tomball. Applicants
will be processed by Work-
force Solutions who will
review a student’s eligibil-
ity to receive funding.

Field Service Techni-
cians provide service and
customer support during

field operations. They also
help manage all on-site in-
stallation, repair, mainte-
nance and test tasks. Field
Service Technicians also
diagnose errors or techni-
cal problems and deter-
mine solutions.

“We look forward to this
collaboration and the op-
portunities it will provide
for our students,” said
Head.

Contact Herb Garcia at
Herbert.Garcia@LoneStar.edu
or call 281.296.7827 to
learn more.

Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo to speak at Lone Star
College-North Harris

ty in the nation.
Hidalgo will speak on

Wednesday, March 4, in
the Academic Building,
Room A-126, from noon –
1 p.m. on the campus lo-
cated at 2700 W.W. Thorne
Drive, Houston, TX. The
event is free and open to
the public. Hidalgo will
share her ideas on how to
make Harris County a bet-
ter place to live and how
she gives back by mentor-
ing women across the
county.

Crime Stoppers and the
Houston Police Depart-
ment’s Vehicular Crimes
Division need the public's
assistance identifying the
suspect responsible for Hit
and Run- Failure to Stop
and Render Aid.

On Thursday, February
6, 2020, at approximately
6:14 p.m., the victim was
riding a bicycle in the 4100
block of Laura Koppe Road
in Houston, Texas.  The

Police looking for a Hit and Run
driver who left bicyclist injured

suspect’s vehicle (an older
model Toyota Camry, silver
or tan in color)   struck the
victim from behind, knock-
ing them to the ground.
The suspect vehicle fled
the scene without render-
ing aid to the victim. The
victim was treated at a lo-
cal hospital for major inju-
ries as a result of the
incident.

Crime Stoppers may
pay up to $5,000 for infor-

mation leading to the iden-
tification, charging and/or
arrest of the suspect(s) in
this case. Information may
be reported by calling 713-
222-TIPS (8477), submit-
ted online at
www.crime-stoppers.org or
through the Crime Stop-
pers mobile app. Only tips
and calls DIRECTLY TO
Crime Stoppers are anon-
ymous and eligible for a
cash reward.

Charges have been filed
against a suspect arrested
in a fatal crash at 7000 Air-
line Drive about 7:25 p.m.
on Wednesday, Feb. 19.

The suspect, Sergio Noe
Palacios, 20, is charged
with failure to stop and
render aid.

According to Houston
Police Officials, a blue
GMC pickup truck was
travelling northbound on

Suspect arrested, charged in fatal
pedestrian crash on Airline Drive

Airline Drive as a vehicle
was braking due to a pe-
destrian (victim) crossing
the street in a crosswalk.
The driver of the GMC
changed lanes, accelerated
through the intersection
and struck the pedestrian.
The driver then fled the
scene without rendering
aid.  Paramedics pro-
nounced the victim de-
ceased at the scene.

A witness travelling be-
hind the suspect's vehicle
followed the truck and ob-
served its bumper and li-
cense plate fall to the
ground.  North Division
patrol officers were ad-
vised, canvassed the area
and located the suspect
and the truck.  The sus-
pect, identified as Palacios,
was transported to jail and
subsequently charged.

Houston police are in-
vestigating a fatal crash
that occurred at 4900 Tid-
well Road about 5:30 a.m.
last friday, February 21.

According to HPD Ve-
hicular Crimes Division
Sergeant L. Ross and Of-
ficer L. Ho, witnesses stat-

Man acting erratically struck
by car on Tidwell Road

ed the victim was acting er-
ratically and running back
and forth across Tidwell.  A
gray Nissan Frontier trav-
eling eastbound on Tidwell
struck the victim and
failed to stop.  The male
victim was pronounced

dead at the scene.
The driver of the Nissan

later returned to the scene
and gave a statement to
officers.  No charges have
been filed at this time.

The investigation is con-
tinuing.

www.NENewsroom.com
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www.facebook.com/NENewsroom

decrease in violent crimes,
but an increase in non-vi-
olent crimes.

Koteras said that in the
near future, District 2
would have its own gang
unit, and 19 trainees are
designated for this district
and will become probation-
ary officers after their
graduation.

He said that District 2
has 440,000 residents and
covers 290 square miles.
The average age of a rob-
ber is 17 years old, varying
from 14 to 21.

Deputy Scholwinski re-
viewed detailed statistics
of various types of crimes
experience in Aldine in the
last two months, and in a
year-to-year comparison.

For January 2020, he
noted that in District 2
there were 147 burglaries
of motor vehicles, 170
thefts, and 93 auto thefts
as well as other smaller
amounts of crime catego-
ries. There were 317 traf-
fic citations issued, and
13,842 calls for service.

Some of the topics dis-
cussed with the audience
included the danger of wild
hogs in Keith-Wiess park.
Trapping of the animals is
happening now, was the
response. The park is a
Houston city park, but it is
patrolled by off-duty Sher-
iff ’s deputies under an
agreement with the Hous-
ton Parks Department.

Some residents said
they wanted “speed
humps” on their streets to
control speeding automo-
biles, but they were told

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks ***Sorry No Passes             CLOSED CAPTION

**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6p. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 • Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 p

General Admission $7.50 • 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted  BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 • Theater 281-874-1141 • www.pccmovies.com

* BRAHMS: THE BOY II (PG-13)
12:10pm, 2:30pm, 4:40pm, 7:00pm,
9:20pm
* THE CALL OF THE WILD (PG)
12:30pm, 2:45pm, 5:00pm, 7:05pm,
9:20pm
Closed Caption; Spanish Dubbed
* THE CALL OF THE WILD (PG)
12:00pm, 2:20pm, 4:40pm, 7:00pm,
9:30pm
* MY BOYFRIEND’S MEDS (Las
pildoras de mi novio) (R)   12:00pm,
2:30pm, 4:50pm, 7:10pm, 9:30pm
* DOWNHILL (R)
12:00pm, 2:15pm, 4:30pm, 6:40pm
* FANTASY ISLAND (PG-13)
12:00pm, 3:00pm, 6:00pm, 9:00pm
* THE PHOTOGRAPH (PG-13)
12:15pm, 3:15pm, 6:15pm, 9:15pm
* SONIC THE HEDGEHOG (PG)
12:00pm, 2:25pm, 4:45pm, 7:10pm,
9:30pm    Spanish Dubbed
* SONIC THE HEDGEHOG (PG)
12:15pm, 2:40pm, 5:00pm, 7:20pm,
9:40pm

MOVIES have Stadium Seating &
Closed Caption & Audio Description

Opens THURSDAY, Feb. 27
* INVISIBLE MAN 2020 (R)
     7:00  9:50

HARLEY QUINN: BIRDS OF PREY (R)
3:00pm, 9:00pm
HARLEY QUINN: BIRDS OF PREY (R)
12:00pm, 6:00pm
Spanish Dubbed
GRETEL & HANSEL (PG-13)
5:00pm, 7:15pm
GRETEL & HANSEL (PG-13)
12:20pm, 2:45pm, 9:30pm
Closed Caption
BAD BOYS FOR LIFE (R)
5:45pm, 8:30pm
BAD BOYS FOR LIFE (R)
12:00pm, 3:00pm, 6:00pm, 9:00pm
Closed Caption; Spanish Dubbed
BAD BOYS FOR LIFE (R)
12:15pm, 3:00pm
Closed Caption
UNDERWATER (PG-13)
Closed Caption
JUMANJI: The Next Level (PG-13) -
12:30pm, 6:00pm   Closed Caption
JUMANJI: The Next Level (PG-13) -
3:15pm  8:45pm  Spanish Dubbed

FRIDAY–WEDNESDAY 2/21-2/26

that Harris County does
not usually approve these,
even when residents on the
street want them.

A question was asked
about who has jurisdiction
on Little York, the city or
the county. Koteras ex-
plained that the city usu-
ally has first call, and then
the county will respond if
asked. But he said the de-
cision is actually made by
the 911 operators, who use
a “Geo-coding” system to
determine location.

Sgt. Kelly Hudson, and
Deputy Robert Ellis, made
a presentation about their
CIRT team, which handles
mental health calls. These
include drug overdoses,
suicides, and similar cases.
They are one of seven
teams in the Sheriff ’s office
that responds to these, and
they work with the Harris
County mental health and
Psychiatric Hospital.

Koteras urged citizens
to use a new internet app
known as “closewatchhar-
riscounty” to report crime
tips.

One audience member
said that she had a serious
problem of ditches on her
street never being cleaned.

Another reported slow
response times, 1 or 2
hours, for deputies to an-
swer a drug report in Pine
Village North.

Koteras explained that
HCSO was reclassifying
many calls, so that there
are fewer Priority One
calls, helping to answer
other calls in a more time-
ly way.

Sgt. Kelly Hudson, and Deputy Robert
Ellis, explain how the CIRT mental health
team responds to crisis intervention calls.

State Legislator Armando Walle
demonstrated on his mobile phone
how to use the app “closewatch” to
report a crime tip.
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STATE CAPITAL
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By Ed Sterling

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield
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O P I N I O N    P A G E

AUSTIN — Require-
ments in House Bill 3, the
sweeping school finance
law passed by the Texas
Legislature in 2019, re-
quire the state to plan for
long-term workforce devel-
opment.

On Feb. 13, Gov. Greg
Abbott cited HB 3 in as-
signing the commissioners
of three state agencies to
identify strategies to meet
the state’s future work-
force needs through his
2016 Tri-Agency Work-
force Initiative. He in-
structed them to deliver a
report to him by Sept. 1.

"The passage of House
Bill 3 marked the most sig-
nificant transformation of
our education system in
decades and an unwaver-
ing commitment to shap-
ing the future  of  our
workforce,” Abbott said.
"We must continue in our
efforts to ensure Texans of
all ages have access to
high-quality education and
workforce skills training
that empowers them to
achieve their full poten-
tial.”

Abbott assigned Com-
missioners Mike Morath,
Texas Education Agency;
Harrison Keller, Texas
Higher Education Coordi-
nating Board; and Bryan
Daniel, Texas Workforce
Commission, to:

—Recommend strate-
gies to ensure students are
prepared for future growth
at each stage in the educa-
tional pipeline;

—Ensure students who
pursue higher education
and workforce educational
programs can complete
those programs in a cost-
efficient and timely man-
ner;

—Analyze and make
recommendations regard-
ing strategies to stream-
line educational pathways,
ensuring students can
seamlessly transition into
high-wage and high-de-
mand careers;

Governor charges agency heads
with developing workforce plan

—Improve the capacity
within the state to pro-
duce credentials of value
aligned with the needs of
high-wage and high-de-
mand occupations;

—Analyze and make
recommendations to in-
crease the supply of high-
l y  q u a l i f i e d  a n d
well-trained individuals
entering the teaching pro-
fession across the state;

—Explore and recom-
mend options for increas-
ing economic activity in
rural Texas, reducing reg-
ulatory burdens, and ex-
pand ing  educat i ona l
partnerships between
businesses, school dis-
tricts and colleges; and

—Identify strategies to
align agency operations,
increase program efficien-
cy, improve data analysis
and capacity.

AG sues over
travel ban

Texas is on a list of 11
states banned by a Califor-
nia law for state-funded
travel. The law, Assembly
Bill 1887, applies to states
that since June 26, 2015,
have enacted laws that
discriminate on the basis
of sexual orientation, gen-
der identity or gender ex-
pression.

Texas Attorney Gener-
al Ken Paxton on Feb. 10
filed an original action
against the State of Cali-
fornia in the U.S. Su-
preme Court, seeking to
strike down the travel ban
for states that uphold
First Amendment protec-
tions for religious liberty.

What put Texas on Cal-
ifornia's list was HB 3859,
a 2017 law allowing faith-
based foster care and
adoption agencies to de-
cline placements they be-
lieve would violate their
religious beliefs.

"Boycotting states based
on nothing more than polit-
ical disagreement breaks
down the ability of states to
serve as laboratories of de-
mocracy while still working
together as one nation —
the very thing our Consti-
tution intended to pre-
vent,” Paxton said.

Revenue is
distributed

T e x a s  C o m p t r o l l e r
Glenn Hegar on Feb. 12
announced he would send
cities, counties, transit sys-
tems and special purpose
taxing districts $1.04 bil-
lion in local sales tax allo-
cations for February, which
was 9.4% more than the
amount distributed for
February 2019.

The a l locat ions  are
based on sales made in De-
cember by businesses that
report tax monthly; Octo-
ber, November and Decem-
ber sales by quarterly
filers; and 2019 sales by
businesses that report tax
annually.

In his announcement,
Hegar pointed out that
Christmas shopping typi-
cally occurring in Novem-
b e r  w a s  s h i f t e d  i n t o
December due to the rela-
tively late date of Thanks-
giving (Nov. 28), helping
make the February alloca-
tions substantially higher
than in previous months.

Report:
Coronavirus case

The Texas Department
of State Health Services
reported Feb. 13 that the
U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention has
confirmed one case of COV-
ID-19 in a person who has
been under quarantine at
Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland since returning
from China on a U.S. State
Department-chartered
flight.

The individual reported-
ly is currently isolated and
receiving medical care at a
local hospital. Authorities
said that because the pa-
tient has been under quar-
antine, the case does not
change the risk of infection
for people in San Antonio
or other parts of Texas.

Meanwhile, federal and
state health officials ask
that travelers stay home,
monitor themselves for
symptoms and contact
their health care provider
if they develop fever, cough
or shortness of breath with-
in 14 days of being in Chi-
na.

The Texas Department
of State Health Services of-
fers additional information
on COVID-19 for the pub-
lic, health care profession-
als, health departments
and labs at dshs.texas.gov/
coronavirus.

“Raising
the Roof”

The roof fell in on the church I
started attending

The collapse occurred after
I’d been coming only a couple of
weeks. While I have not always
been a regular churchgoer, I
thought this was kind of an over-
the-top response to my
unexpected appearance in
church.

The collapse was pretty
serious, as it turned out. Several
roof joists snapped and the rest
were badly compromised and we
were not permitted to return to
the sanctuary. So, services had
to be held in the basement
(which was not directly
underneath). The roof came
down in January—of last year—
we are still in the basement.

“What’s our word for the
year?” one of the church’s two
pastors would ask at the start of
every service.

“Flexibility!” the congregation
would reply, in unison.

It might have been my
imagination but I sensed that a
fair portion of the parishioners
felt that yoga class would be a
better place to practice this than
church.

The first few weeks were a bit
disorienting. The basement is
long and narrow so it was hard to
know how to set up the folding
chairs. One arrangement was
tried the first week but when we
arrived the second week, the
chairs were in an entirely new
set-up. Older parishioners would
enter the room and stand for
several long moments, surveying
the landscape, to get their
bearings.

When the formation of the
building committee was
announced, there were plenty of
eager volunteers. The thing
about church committees is that
they almost always involve: 1)
cooking something, 2) visiting
very sick people or, 3) asking
people for money.

No one actually likes going to
the hospital or asking for money
and going to battle with an
insurance company beats
making a tuna noodle casserole
any day of the week. But, as the
months went by, I began to worry
that this committee was,
perhaps, having just a little too
much fun. They spent months
going back and forth with the
insurance adjustors and the
committee chairman became a
minor celebrity. He’d announce
who’d won the latest round in
church and folks would cheer as
if it were some new kind of
competitive sport.

Apparently, we are now
getting close.

The project grew, as projects
like this almost always do. The
pews were in need of refinishing
and the radiators needed an
upgrade and the lighting was
pretty badly damaged when the
roof dropped down like the
underside of a boat.

“I think we’ll be in for Easter!”
the chairman announced. That
will be sixteen months after the
collapse, and far longer, I am
sure, than anyone imagined it
would be.

On the way out last Sunday, I
looked at the pews, lined up in
the narthex with a new coat of
stain and brand-new cushions on
them. It’s going to be nice, no
question.

But I wondered if I would be
the only one to feel a little
nostalgic for our year of
“flexibility.” I wondered if joining
this new church would have
been as rich an experience if I’d
been comfortably sitting in a pew
the whole time.

Every week, we’ve had to
move and adapt to change.
Every week, the church has
faced the challenge of how it can
fit everyone in and still accom-
plish its many other functions the
other six days of the week. Every
week the congregation has had
to work together in ways they
never have before.

While I’m certainly not
wishing for the roof to fall in on
anyone, I’m not sure it’s been
such a bad thing.

Till next time,
Carrie

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty: If I
have reached full
retirement age (FRA)
and wish to sell a
$500,000 asset, will it
affect my wife’s Social
Security if we file
jointly? I have heard
that it will affect my
Medicare (the amount
withheld each month)
but she still has three
more years before she
can receive benefits. Is
it better to liquidate
assets before she
reaches FRA if we will
be penalized? Would
her Medicare be
affected as well as
mine? Signed: Plan-
ning Ahead

Dear Planning:
Only earnings from
working can affect
Social Security (SS)
benefits, so passive
income from selling a
large asset won’t affect
your wife’s future
Social Security benefits
(nor yours). However, if
your “combined in-
come” from all sources
(which is your Adjusted
Gross Income plus any
other non-taxable
income you may have,
plus 50% of your SS
benefits) exceeds
certain levels, your
Medicare premium will
be subject to the
Income Related Medi-
care Adjustment
Amount (IRMAA) rule,
which will add a
supplemental amount
to your base Medicare
Part B premium. If
your combined income
(including that sold
asset) for the 2020 tax
year is between
$326,000 and $750,000
then your Medicare
premium for 2022 will
be at least $462.70 (I
say “at least '' because
the Medicare Part B
premium can increase
each year).

The IRMAA premi-
um increases on a
sliding scale starting at
$174,001 of combined
income for a married
couple filing jointly
($87,001 for an individ-
ual). If you liquidate
that large asset this
year, it will be reported
on your 2020 income
tax return which will
be filed in 2021. That
will mean that your
Medicare premium for
2022 will be affected by
IRMAA, and so will
your wife’s if she has
enrolled in Medicare at
age 65 in 2021 (which

Ask Rusty – Will Selling
Large Asset Affect Wife’s
Social Security?

she need not do if she
has other “creditable”
healthcare coverage
through an employer).

So, should you
liquidate that large
asset before your wife
reaches her SS full
retirement age? It
doesn’t matter for
Social Security purpos-
es because that passive
income will not affect
your wife’s SS benefit.
But, if your wife enrolls
in Medicare at age 65,
her Medicare Part B
premium, as well as
yours, will be subject to
IRMAA and, thus be
considerably higher
than the standard
premium of $144.60
(the amount for 2020).
Note that if your
combined income for
the following year is
low enough to reduce
your IRMAA premium,
the Medicare premium
will revert back to the
lower level. Medicare
typically uses income
data from 2 years ago
to determine current
year premium, so they
wouldn’t normally
change your IRMAA
premium back until
they receive your
income data for the
previous year from the
IRS. But, it is possible
for you to contact
Social Security earlier
and provide them with
proof that your income
is now lower than
reported in a previous
year (causing the
higher IRMAA premi-
um) and they will
adjust your Medicare
premium sooner than
they otherwise might.

This article is
intended for informa-
tion purposes only and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the AMAC Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and
accredited by the
National Social Securi-
ty Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the
Social Security Admin-
istration or any other
governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit
our website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-
security-advisory) or
email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.
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“I am a miracle,” Clyde
Thompson, Aldine Senior
High School senior, ex-
plained.

Last summer, Thomp-
son and two of his friends
were walking home from
the gym when they were
struck by a drunk driver.

After being transported
to the hospital and placed
in a medically induced
coma, doctors gave Thomp-
son less than a 50% chance
of fully recovering. He had
sustained a head injury
that would require multi-
ple surgeries and physical
therapy.

Thompson wasn’t the
only one hit by the car that
night. Reggie Smith, Aldi-
ne Senior High School jun-
ior, was also struck by the
car. Smith, his teammate
and childhood friend, was
also injured. Although
Smith’s injuries were not
as critical as Thompson’s,
he still required hospital
care. As soon as Smith was
released from the hospital,

Aldine Senior returns to Basketball Court after accident
he was by Thompson’s
side.

“I would visit Clyde in
the hospital, talk to him
and pray for him to recov-
er,” Smith said. “I just
wanted him to be okay.”

The two have been best
friends since elementary
school, they live in the
same apartment complex
and play basketball to-
gether at school. They are
more than teammates.
They are brothers.

“I think my family,
friends and teammates
kept me going when I was
in the hospital,” Thompson
said.

After waking up in the
hospi ta l ,  Thompson ’s
mother and his doctors ex-
plained to him that he had
been struck by a car. Th-
ompson does not remem-
ber much after beginning
t h e  w a l k  h o m e  t h a t
evening but he did remem-
ber his love for basketball.
One of the first questions
he asked his mom was,
“Will I be able to play bas-

ketball this year?”
Thompson’s mom con-

tacted Aldine Senior High
School Varsity Basketball
Coach Ronald Jones to in-
form him that Thompson
was concerned about his
spot on the team. Jones ex-

plained that he knew Th-
ompson was passionate
about the sport. His re-
sponse to the question
was, if he focused on get-
ting healthy, a uniform
would waiting for him.

“My main concern was

making sure Clyde was
mentally and physically
ready to come back to the
basketball court,” Jones
said.

On January 3, Thomp-
son was cleared to play

basketball again.
During the Aldine Se-

nior High School vs. Spring
High School basketball
game, he was open for a
shot and scored a 3-point-
er. Thompson received a
standing ovation.

“That moment was emo-
tional for all of us,” Jones
said. “I think it made ev-
eryone on the team play
even harder the rest of the
game.”

Thompson is happy to
be back on the basketball
court with his teammates
and playing the sport he
loves.

“I’ve learned not to take
anything for granted,” Th-
ompson said. “I am proof
that you can not let obsta-
cles you are facing stop you
from pushing forward.”

Thompson plans on
studying to be an athletic
trainer after graduation.
He wants to stay close to
sports but also help others
who share his passion for
the game.

Clyde Thompson
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.
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DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS:
SGT 2000 Motor
Freight Inc. Company
Earn Up To $.45 p/
mile. O/O Earn Up To
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E. Sign On Bo-
nus $5000*
Company – Owner
Operators
713-674-2076

      5-4

L I F E S T Y L E

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

DRIVER NEEDED
Part Tiime

Must know Houston
Light Cleaning &

Deliveries
281-449-9090

Frugal FrogFrugal Frog
MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE

Take Pride
in our

Community
 Keep it Clean

The Aldine Independent
School District is one of just 250
school systems in the United
States and Canada to receive a
spot on the College Board’s
10th Annual Advanced
Placement (AP®) District Honor
Roll.

To be included on the 10th
Annual Honor Roll, Aldine ISD
schools had to meet two
requirements: increase the
number of students participating
in AP® since 2017 and increase
or maintain the percentage of
students earning AP® Exam
scores of 3 or higher.

“We are very pleased with
this recognition as we continue
to ensure that all of our students
are college, career, and
community ready,” Superinten-
dent LaTonya M. Goffney said.
“One of our goals in our
strategic plan is to expand
options. We continue to work to

Aldine ISD makes College Board’s AP Honor Roll
give our students more access
to AP® and opportunities to
succeed in the AP college-level
courses, and we will continue to
do so as we move forward. We
want more of our students
getting a head start by earning
college credit during their high
school years. I applaud the
teachers and administrators
who promote advanced
academics and work with
students of all backgrounds to
be academically competitive
and successful.”

Aldine ISD is committed to
expanding the availability of
AP® courses. The district has
plans to add two new AP®
courses next year — AP Human
Geography and AP Computer
Science.

The district leaders are also
experimenting with initiatives
and strategies to see how they
can expand access and improve

student performance. AISD is
preparing to launch an
Advanced Academics Boot
Camp for students to help
prepare them for advanced
course work in both middle and
high school. The annual Boot
Camp will focus on skills such
as note-taking, organizational
habits, study skills, and social-
emotional learning tools such as
perseverance to achieve long-
term goals. We will also
continue to build our advanced
academics pipeline by
identifying and encouraging our
elementary students to enroll in
Honors courses in middle
school.

Inclusion in the AP® District
Honor Roll is based on a review
of three years of AP® data, from
2017 to 2019, looking across 38
AP® Exams, including world
language and culture.

Districts must meet the

following criteria:
•Increased participation/

access to AP by at least 4% in
large districts, at least 6% in
medium districts, and at least
11% in small districts.

•Increased or maintained the
percentage of American Indian/
Alaska Native, Black/African
American, Hispanic/Latino, and
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific
Islander students taking exams
and increased or maintained the
percentage of American Indian/
Alaska Native,

•Black/African American,
Hispanic/Latino, and Native
Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander
students scoring 3+ on at least
one AP Exam; and

•Improved performance
levels when comparing the
percentage of students in 2018
scoring a 3 or higher than those
in 2016, unless the district has
already attained a performance

level at which more than 70% of
its AP students are scoring a 3
or higher.

When these outcomes have
been achieved among an AP
student population in which 30%
or more are underrepresented
minority students (American
Indian/Alaska Native, Black/
African American, Hispanic/
Latino, and Native Hawaiian/
Other Pacific Islander) and/or
30% or more are low-income
students (students who qualify
for College Board’s AP® fee
reduction), a symbol has been
affixed to the district name to
highlight this work.

National data from 2019
show that among American
Indian/Alaska Native, Black/
African American, Hispanic/
Latino, and Native Hawaiian/
Other Pacific Islander students
with a high degree of readiness
for AP®, only about half are

participating. The first step to
getting more of these students
to take part is to give them
access, gatekeeping must stop,
and doors must be opened
equitably.

“Reaching the Honor Roll
goals shows that this district is
successfully identifying
motivated, academically
prepared students who are
ready for AP,” the College Board
said in a statement.

In 2019, more than 4,000
colleges and universities around
the world received AP® scores
for college credit, advanced
placement, or both, and/or
consideration in the admissions
process.

This is the first time the
district has made the Honor
Roll.
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SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

TREE SERVICE

C H U R C H    P A G E

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392

RECENT DEATHS

Margaret Ella Marshall
Sofia Gonzales
Laura M. Paiz
Alice Faye Mullen

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

TREE SERVICES
FREE Estimates  • Over 20 years Exp.

Mr. Lopez TREE SERVICE
 *AFFORDABLE PRICES *

Removal, Cutting, Pruning,
Trimming, Topping,

Stump Grinding

J. Lopez 281-827-5978 Call or Text

10-
TFN

RENT/LEASE

1 BEDROOOM,
1 bath, all bills paid.
$200/week + $300
deposit. Ready to
move in.
2131 Cromwell St.,
Houston, TX 77093.
Call 713-882-5709

              7-2

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

          Mariana Sanchez, Director
          Call: 281-799-9076 or 832-650-4360
          Text: 832-906.4214
          marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey---

1. Is the book of 2 John in the
Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. From Esther 7, who met his
death on the gallows he had built
for another man? Ahab, Elijah,
Haman, Dathan

3. In Proverbs 30, which is
not listed as small, but exceed-
ingly wise? Ants, Flies, Locusts,
Conies, Spiders

4. From Genesis 37, who
dreamed that the sun, moon and
stars bowed to him? Moses,
Abraham, Aaron, Joseph

5. Who were the two sisters
of Lazarus: Mary and ... ? Ruth,
Martha, Sarah, Miriam

6. The name Barnabus
means "son of ..."? The field,
Fasting, Encouragement,
Tempest

ANSWERS: 1) New; 2)
Haman; 3) Flies; 4) Joseph; 5)
Martha; 6) Encouragement

Gary Wayne Lucas
Leopoldo Santos
Bobby Lawrence Irwin
Johnny R. Escobedo Sr.

www.facebook.com/
NENewsroom
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Principals Sandra Doria
and Jeana Morrison-Ad-
ams were shocked after
learning they were named
District Principals of the
Year. District leaders sur-
prised the winners at their
campuses on February 18.

The Aldine ISD 2020
Principals of the Year are
Sandra Doria from Wor-
sham Elementary School
and Jeana Morrison-Ad-
ams from Hoffman Middle
School. The school leaders
were selected for numer-
ous reasons including in-
novative leadership and
collaboration to drive im-
provement. They will rep-
resent Aldine ISD at the
Region 4 Education Ser-
vice Center (ESC) Princi-
pal Recognition Ceremony
in April.

Elementary
Principal of the Year

Each year, Region 4 has
the honor of recognizing
the leadership, service, and
dedication of two campus
administrators — one ele-
mentary and one second-
ary — from each of the
districts.

Sandra Doria, has more
than 19 years of experience
in education, including 10
years in administration.
This is her first year as the
principal of Worsham Ele-
mentary School. Doria has
served as a math teacher,
math skills specialist, and
assistant principal. She
also served as principal at
Thompson Elementary
School (2015-2019) before
being named principal at
Worsham Elementary
School in 2019.

Secondary Principal
of the Year

 Jeana Morrison-Adams
has more than 25 years of
experience in education.
Morrison-Adams joined
Aldine ISD in 2002 as a
U.S. History teacher at
Plummer Middle School
(2005-2008). She has
served as a curriculum
skills specialist and testing
coordinator at Hall Educa-
tion Center (2008-2011).
She was also an assistant
principal (AP) at
Grantham Academy (2011-
2015) before she was
named principal of Reed
Academy (2015-2018) and
Principal of Hoffman Mid-
dle School in 2018.

Doria and Morrison-Ad-
ams learned of their wins
during surprise visits from
District leaders. The group
was led by Superintendent
Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney,
Chief of Schools Katy
Roede, Chief Human Re-
sources Officer Dr. Javier
Villarreal, Chief Commu-
nications Officer Sheleah

the hot summer, since my
car had become my office,
and the only purpose of my
work was to serve the com-
munity in North Houston.
After a year of hard work,
my efforts started to grow
thanks to the East End
District, who gave us our
first grant, and HICC’s
Reggie Gray, who felt sor-
ry for me and invited us to
share their office space.
Then, Ken Fisher from
Noble Energy gave us the
next push with their finan-
cial contribution… and
time went on and we kept
growing.  Now, thanks to
the Lone Star College and
Dr. Linda Head, Associate
Vice Chancellor, we serve
the community in our BAA
offices at LSC Greenspoint
Center and the East Aldi-
ne Center.   From 2010 to
2020 BAA assisted 10,000
lawful residents to become
U.S. Citizens and hundreds
of students and their fam-
ilies to become better and
more productive members
of their community.”

Some former partici-
pates shared their testimo-
nies: Kenia Lugo started to
volunteer at BAA when
she was 9 years old and
attended Aldine schools.
She started by passing
water or food to our volun-
teers and doing little
chores. Later, after she fin-
ished High School, she
helped providing Citizen-
ship classes at San Charles
Borromeo.  Now, she is a
very confident young lady
attending Lone Star Col-
lege for her basics still
helping BAA along with all
her family.  Kenia said:
“Thank you BAA for giving
me confidence to be able to
stand up today in front of
everyone and share my tes-
timony.”

Eduardo Martinez, a
Lamar University gradu-
ate with a degree in financ-
es and a former MacArthur
High School and Hambrick
Middle School student,
told the audience about the
help and support that he
received from BAA. He
said: “Thanks to the help
of a BAA tutor at Ham-
brick, I was able to go to
MacArthur.  When I start-
ed high school, my father
was shot and BAA became
my only support.  They
made it possible for me to
graduate not only from
MacArthur but also from
Lamar University. Now I

BAA 10th Anniversary,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

have a good job, help my
family and serve as a BAA
volunteer.”

Maria Loya, a single
mother of 5 children, said:
“BAA has given me their
support to educate my chil-
dren. Now, all my children
are professionals. BAA has
also helped me to adjust in
place and start my process
for legal status.  They pro-
vided me all their assis-
tance without any charge.
I could have never been
able to pay $3,000 for ser-
vices, which is the money
that an attorney request-
ed her.

Mr. Hernandez, a
former Cuban refugee,
said:  “My wife and I had
been living in the    U. S.
for several years and did
not know how to apply for
U.S. Citizenship due to our
lack of knowledge of the

Aldine ISD Names 2020
Principals of the Year

Reed, Executive Director of
Employee Quality Robin
Williams, Executive Direc-
tor of Talent Acquisition
and Development Dr. Dav-
id Villareal.

This year a new recog-
nition was created. Rookie
Principal of the Year was
selected based on how the
rookie principal has made
an impact on their campus,
overcome challenges, and
showed significant growth.

Rookie Principal
of the Year

Aisley Adams of Nimitz

Ninth Grade School was
named Rookie Principal of
the Year. Adams has 12
years of experience in ed-
ucation. She has served as
an English Language Arts
teacher, a skills specialist,
a curriculum coordinator,
and a dean of instruction,
before being named princi-
pal of Nimitz Ninth Grade
School in 2019.

Aldine ISD will recog-
nize Adams, Doria, and
Morrison-Adams during
the Educators of the Year
Breakfast on March 6 at
the Hilton Houston North.

Worsham Elementary Principal Sandra Doria, left,
receives congratulations from Aldine ISD
Superintendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney after being
named Aldine’s Elementary Principal of the Year.

Nimitz Ninth Grade Principal Aisley Adams receives
congratulations from Aldine ISD Superintendent Dr.
LaTonya M. Goffney after being named Aldine ISD
Rookie Principal of the Year.

Hoffman Middle School Principal Jeana Morrison-
Adams receives congratulations from Aldine ISD
Superintendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney after being
named Aldine ISD’s Secondary Principal of the Year.

Mariana Sanchez, Director and Founder of Bonding
Against Adveristy with Reggie Gray, President/ and
CEO of the Houston Intercontinental Chamber Of
Commerce at the 10th year BAA’s anniversary.

Harris County Sheriff Ed Gonzalez, right, with
community leaders at BAA 10th anniversary
celebration.

English language and fi-
nancial restrictions.  Mar-
iana encouraged and
helped us to learn English
and assisted us in the pro-
cess of our U.S. Citizen-
ship. Now, thanks to the
free BAA Citizenship
classes and all the volun-
teer teachers, my wife and
I are not only U.S. Citizens,
but we speak English and
can share our testimony in
English.”

Finally, Mariana thank-
ing all the BAA supporters
said: “We have never been
alone during these past 10
years and it is our hope
that Bonding Against Ad-
versity will always have
the support and participa-
tion of every member of our
community to continue
growing healthier and
stronger to serve those in
need.”

East Aldine district names Abel
Garza new board member

Aldine ISD’s Abel Garza, assistant superintendent of community and
governmental relations for the school district, has been appointed to the East
Aldine District Board of Directors. In December, the District awarded Garza the
Strategic Partner in Education Award.The Strategic Partner Award in Education
recognizes educational agencies, institutions, or individuals who are committed
to helping students reach their full potential.Garza has been involved in Aldine
education throughout his career for more than 20 years. Seen above is Garza
with board members Carlos XXX, Deborah XXX, Joyce Wiley, Garza, Gilbert
Hoffman, board chairman Gerald Overturff, Bob Beasley, and XXX.


