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FIGHTING THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Effective thru April 3rd;
Virus cases reach 464

HARRIS COUNTY –
Faced with the reality of
mounting cases of the in-
fectious and potentially le-
thal Coronavirus known as
COVID-19, local leaders
have issued an order to
“Stay Home Work Safe”
which amounts to a shel-
ter in place directive.

At a joint news confer-
ence last Tuesday morning,
Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo and Houston May-
or Sylvester Turner called
for all but essential mem-
bers of the public to stay at
home, not to travel and not
to congregate in groups.
Businesses were advised to
have their employees work

at home. The order is set
to last ten days, until Fri-
day April 3rd.

As of last Friday, there
were 464 virus cases in the
greater Houston area that
had tested positive. These
include Houston 69 with 1
death, Harris County 135
including 1 death, Brazo-
ria County 39, Brazos
County 31, Fort Bend
County 86, Galveston
County 40, Matagorda
County 9 including 1
death, Montgomery Coun-
ty 41, Chambers County 2,
Liberty County 2, Grimes
County 2, Wharton Coun-
ty 3, and Walker County 2.

Statewide in Texas

there are 1,731 cases with 23 deaths. Nation-
ally in the U.S. there are 100,390 cases and
1,543 deaths. Worldwide the cases number
587,958 with 26,909 deaths.

The Order allowed the public to travel for
necessities such as food and fuel, and allowed
workers in 16 essential categories to continue
to work. These include: Healthcare, Law En-
forcement and Public Safety, Food and Agri-
culture, Electricity or Utility workers,
Petroleum, Natural and Propane gas workers,
Water and Wastewater workers, Transporta-
tion and logistics, including auto repair and
postal service, Public Works, Communications
and Media including newspapers, Government
and Education, Critical manufacturing, Haz-
ardous materials, Financial services including
banks, Chemical workers, and Defense indus-
tries.

Across Texas a number of cities and coun-
ties have issued stay-at-home orders. These
include Austin, San Antonio, Dallas, El Paso,
Fort Worth, and Houston. Many states have

Congress passes $2 trillion
coronavirus stimulus package
• $1,200 for individuals earning $75,000 annually or less
• $2,400 for a marriage couple earning $150,000 annually or less
• $500 per child
•No need to fill out an application, Goverment will deposit it into your
bank account based on your 2018 or 2019, the latest you have declared.
•Only people with a social security number qualify for this stimulus check.
•Checks could be deposited within 3 weeks or could take up to 4 months.

¡Ya esta
aquí,
el mejor
premio
para su
buen
gusto!
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APRIL DRIVE THRU FOOD-FAIR
Wednesday, April 1, 2020

12 pm
until supplies last

-No registration needed
-first 250 families area guaranteed a package,

after that, it is until supplies last.
-participants will receive fresh fruits and

vegetables
-please remain in you car. A staff member will

place the food in your vehicle.

At BakerRipley East Aldine Campus, 3000
Aldine Mail Route, Houston, TX 77039.

*Enter the facility at East Aldine Amphitheatre
Drive and follow the cones and officers directions.

3 Covid-19 Virus
test sites now open

INFORMATION ON CORONAVIRUS TEST SITES:
• United Memorial Med Ctr. private site at 510 w. Tidwell, as seen above is free,

and does not require pre-screening.
People tested at the community based testing site are provided instructions on

how to obtain their test results. Positive cases will continue to be reported by
local health departments.

Harris County and the City of Houston have announced that they have opened
three drive-thru testing sites for Coronavirus tests, and plan to open several more
in the next week. For all the public sites, pre-screening is required, and then
those that qualify due to Coronavirus symptoms, or because they are in a high risk
category, will be given an ID number and an appointment at one of the locations,
that remain unidentified to the general public.

• City of Houston, at Butler Stadium, call 832-393-4220 for pre-screening. Also
free. At both sites, only those with symptoms will be tested.

• Harris County has one site open in East Harris County, in the Baytown area.
Prescreening is done at readyharris.com or by calling 832-927-7575.

• Harris County plans to open a second site in the Katy area this week.

Free food distributed at
several schools and centers

Precinct 2 Northeast Community Center, seen above, and Aldine’s MO Campbell
Center were just two of many sites throughout the area that were distributing
free food to families in a drive-thru last week. Pct. 2 food came from the Hilton
Americas Hotel, and consisted of carrots, potatoes, apples and brussel sprouts. It
was distributed by Second Serving, and deputy constables from local precincts. It
only lasted two hours, and then the food was all  gone. Anyone with extra food is
encouraged to call Pct. 2 for future distribution. The city of Houston is also
distributing food at their community centers. Earlier in the week Aldine ISD
distributed food parcels at 22 schools throughout the district.

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo, and Houston Mayor
Sylvester Turner make a joint announcement about the “STAY
HOME WORK SAFE” order last Tuesday morning.
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The Aldine Independent
School District will accept
signed Magnet School Ac-
ceptance Letters into one
of its magnet school cam-
puses until April 17. The
extension is due to the dis-
ruption in district opera-
tions for COVID-19
prevention.

If your child has been
assigned to be enrolled in
one of the campuses of the
district’s magnet school
program, families should
have received a Magnet
School Acceptance Letter
from the Magnet Schools
Office.

The original deadline

The Fifth Annual Music
Teachers of Excellence
Awards gives recognition
to educators for their
dedication and impact on
the lives of students and
the communities they
serve.

The CMA Foundation, a
national music education
nonprofit and the philan-
thropic arm of the Country
Music Association, is hon-
oring 30 music teachers
from across the country as
Music Teachers of Excel-
lence. Among the honorees
is Aldine ISD’s José Anto-
nio Díaz.

Díaz is the jazz band di-
rector at MacArthur High
School. He has been mold-
ing musicians at Mac-
Arthur HS since 1985.
Díaz also works with stu-
dents in Latin jazz at the
Diaz Music Institute, a
nonprofit he founded in
2000.

The MacArthur High
School instructor has
racked up plenty of recog-
nition over the years. Tex-
as Monthly featured Díaz
in the October 2017 issue.
He landed the No. 2 spot
on the list that features the
“30 Things You Need to
Know About Texas Music
Scene in 2017.” Writer
John Nova Lomax cited
Díaz’s passion for music
education as well as his
inspiring methods, which
are “forming dynasties.”
His former students in-
clude Grammy-winning si-
demen Joe Gonzalez,
Robert Martinez and Felix
DeLeon; Marcie Chapa, a
percussionist who has
backed Beyoncé, Jay-Z and
Kanye West.

Díaz was named among
the top 10 finalists for the
2017 Grammy Founda-
tion’s Music Educator
Award.

Now in its fifth year, the
annual program was creat-
ed to recognize educators
who are having the great-
est impact on their stu-
dents, using music as a
vehicle for change.

The CMA Foundation
was originally set to hold
its annual Music Teachers
of Excellence Awards on
Tuesday, May 5, in Nash-
ville. In light of the uncer-
tainty everyone faces with
the outbreak of COVID-19
(Coronavirus), the CMA
Foundation has made the
decision to postpone our
Music Teachers of Excel-
lence ceremony to a later
date.

The College Board has
announced that it will pro-
vide free-response exams
students can take at home
in response to the Coro-
navirus.

The 45-minute exam
will be open book/open
note. The College Board
said these tests will not
test simple factual recall,
but instead will focus on

Parents and Legal
Guardians:

To keep you up-to-
date with the latest dis-
t r i c t  n e w s  a b o u t
COVID-19, we need
your current contact in-
formation. Here are
three ways to update

What do a parent volun-
teer, principal, bilingual
educator, and mentor have
in common? Dr. Martha
Escalante has held all of
these roles at Aldine ISD
over the past 24 years.

Dr. Escalante has devot-
ed her career to ensuring
strong student, family, and
community connections.
This month she was named
Aldine ISD’s new Execu-
tive Director of Family and
Community Engagement.

Throughout her journey
at Aldine ISD, Dr. Escalan-
te’s dedication to building
relationships with stu-
dents and families has re-
mained a constant. What
began as a volunteer op-
portunity grew into a ca-
reer as a paraprofessional,
teacher, specialist, and
school leader. What start-
ed as a passion for serving
students grew into a life-
long commitment.

“Throughout my 10
years as a school adminis-
trator — four years as a
principal and six years as
an assistant principal at
Ermel Elementary — I

HOUSTON (March 25,
2020) – Lone Star College
announced it will waive
fees for courses which are
moving online due to the
coronavirus and delay a
planned tuition increase.
The waived fee also applies
to the 8-week term, any
remaining Next Start
classes, May Mini-Mester,
Summer I and Summer II
distance learning classes.

LSC will also delay the
tuition increase that was
scheduled for fall 2020.

 “During these times of
income uncertainty, it is
important that Lone Star
College remove obstacles
students may face to finish
their education,” said
Stephen C. Head, Ph.D.,
LSC chancellor. “Lone Star
College is in excellent fi-
nancial shape and we look
forward to welcoming back
students.”

The adjusted distance

Dr. Martha Escalante named
Executive Director of Family and
Community Engagement

have collaborated to create
a school vision and mission
that helped us achieve ac-
ademic recognition. My 24
years in Aldine ISD have
equipped me with the tools
needed to establish posi-
tive relationships with the
staff, students, and com-
munity. My goal is to com-
municate the district’s
vision with our stakehold-
ers and make them feel
part of the family,” said Dr.
Escalante.

In addition to her work
in Aldine ISD, Dr. Escalan-
te also serves the broader
education community
through her leadership on
the following committees:

TEA Educator Advisory
Committee for Teacher In-
centive Allotment

- Aldine ISD District
Advisory Committee

- Literacy Task Force
- EL Task Force
Dr. Escalante takes the

helm of the newly created
office officially in July;
however, her work starts
now as she learns more
about the community’s
needs and wants.

“Our strategic plan out-
lines our need to create
more choices and opportu-
nities for students. Of
course, that means improv-
ing student outcomes and
offering new programs and
pathways. It also means
ensuring parents are advo-
cates for their children. We
want the community to
understand and connect to
what the district is doing,”
said Sheleah D. Reed,
Chief Communications Of-
ficer.

Dr. Martha Escalante

ALDINE ISD

College Board to offer free-
response exams

skills and thematic under-
standing.

Students can find
course specific exam infor-
mation via this link: https:/
/
apcentral.collegeboard.org/
about-ap/news-changes/
coronavirus-update

The due date for portfo-
lios in art and design: 2D
Portfolio, Art and Design:

3D Portfolio and Art and
Design and Drawing has
been extended for all stu-
dents until May 26, 2020
at 10:59 p.m. Central Stan-
dard Time. The College
Board has not released a
testing schedule yet, but it
is expected to have a full
exam schedule and specif-
ic free-response question
types by April 3, 2020.

Aldine ISD recommends families to
update their contact information

your contact informa-
tion:

- If you have a Home
Access Center Account
(HAC), please go to HAC
and ensure your contact
information, phone, and
email, are up-to-date.

- If you do not have a

HAC account, please
register today by going
to AldineISD.org/HAC

- If you need assis-
tance, please contact
HomeAccessCenter
@aldineisd.org

L e a r n  m o r e  a t
AldineISD.org/HAC

Lone Star College waiving
fees for classes moving online

learning fee schedule is:
 •A distance learning

fee will not be charged for
campus courses being con-
verted to online.

•A distance learning fee
will not be charged for
classes that have not yet
started (future classes are
tentatively scheduled to
begin April 13).

•May Mini-Mester,
Summer I and Summer II
sessions will not charge a
distance learning fee.

•Starting in fall 2020
there will be no distance
learning fee assessed to
any student.

 At the recommendation
of the administration, the
Board of Trustees ap-
proved to delay the tuition
fee increase scheduled for
fall 2020 which it approved
during the March 7, 2020
board meeting.

“Given the current cir-
cumstances facing our stu-

dents and our country,
Lone Star College recog-
nizes that now is not the
time to increase rates on
students and has delayed
this increase until spring
2021” said Head.

Distance learning fees
for online classes that al-
ready started and a stu-
dent was already charged
will not be refunded.

 Classes which need be
moved online and which
will remain face to face are
still being determined.
That information will be
shared with students by
April 10. All remaining
classes are scheduled to
resume April 13.

 “All decisions will be
made with each student’s
health and academic suc-
cess in mind,” said Head.

 Visit LoneStar.edu/
Coronavirus to learn more
about how LSC is dealing
with COVID-19.

CMA names MacArthur HS José
Antonio Díaz a 2020 Music Teacher
of Excellence Recipient

As the CMA Foundation
continues to celebrate this
year’s honorees, the foun-
dation is excited to inform
the public that it and one
of the Music Teachers of
Excellence recipients will
be on an episode of the
“Kelly Clarkson Show,”
which airs on Wednesday,
March 25.

Along with celebrating
the honorees, the CMA
Foundation will invest
$150,000 total to all of this
year’s recipients, with half
of each teacher’s invest-
ment going toward their
classroom needs and mu-
sic programs, and the oth-
er half to support
professional development
and personal expenses to
continue driving commit-
ment and motivation.

Award recipients are
selected based on their
dedication to bringing a
high-quality music pro-
gram to their students.
The process also looks at
the impact they’ve had on
their school community
through music. To date,
the CMA Foundation has
invested more than $27
million nationally since
2006. This includes more
than $700,000 towards
Music Teachers of Excel-
lence to ensure music ed-
ucators have the support
and funding needed to cre-
ate a thriving program
within their school and
community.

There are 20 Teachers
of Excellence Tennessee
Award recipients, but only
10 Music Teachers of Ex-
cellence National Award
recipients.

2020 MUSIC TEACHERS OF
EXCELLENCE NATIONAL
AWARD RECIPIENTS

- Chris Maunu, Arvada West
High School, Jefferson County
Public Schools – Arvada, CO

- Efrain Casillas, Desert
Oasis Elementary School &
Porfirio H. Gonzalez Elementary
– Tolleson, AZ

-Joanie Padgett, Fitzgerald

High School
College & Career
Academy, Ben Hill
County Schools –
Fitzgerald, GA

- José Antonio
Díaz, MacArthur
High School,
Aldine Indepen-
dent School
District – Houston,
TX

- Kayla B.
Werlin, Longmead-
ow High Schools,
Longmeadow
Public Schools –
Longmeadow, MA

- Keith Hancock, Tesoro High
Schools, Capistrano Unified
School District – Rancho Santo
Margarita, CA

- Kelsey, D. Burkett, Hillard
Memorial Middle School, Hillard
City Schools – Hillard, OH

- McKenna Stenson, Charles
J. Colgan High School, Prince
William County Public Schools –
Manassas, VA

- Theresa McKnight, Oakdale
Elementary School, Oak Hills
School District – Cincinnati, OH

- Thomas Pierre, Thomas G.
Pullen K-8 Creative and
Performing Arts Academy, Prince
George’s County Public Schools
– Landover, MD

In addition to the annu-
al Music Teachers of Excel-
lence awards, the CMA
Foundation supports music
education through strate-
gic partnerships, profes-
sional development, and
grant distribution. In Jan-
uary 2020, the CMA Foun-
dation announced that $2.5
million in grants were
awarded to 56 national and
regional organizations for
the year. Since 2006, the
Foundation has invested
over $27 million across the
public school system, after
school programs, summer
camps, and community
outreach. View the 2020
grantees here.

The announcement
comes during the annual
celebration of Music In Our
Schools Month (MIOSM).
It is the time of year when
music education becomes
the focus of schools across
the nation.

Please visit
www.MusicTeachersof
Excellence.org for the lat-
est news regarding the cer-
emony.

The CMA Foundation is
currently accepting appli-
cations for its 2021 Music
Teachers of Excellence
Awards. Public school mu-
sic teachers can apply by
visiting
MusicTeachersOfExcellence.org.

Aldine ISD extends deadline for
Magnet School Acceptance Letter
Submission

for families to complete
and submit the Acceptance
Letter was March 27,
2020. Again, that deadline
has been moved to April
17. If you mail the Accep-
tance Letter to the Aldine
ISD Magnet School Office,
the envelope must be post-
marked by midnight, April
17, to claim the seat avail-
able at the designated
magnet campus.

The letters can also be
scanned and emailed by
April 17 to magnetschool
choice@aldineisd.org.

Families can also choose
to complete the letter on-
line.

Students who were not
selected in this lottery will
remain in the lottery pool
for subsequent lotteries.
Parents do not need to re-
apply.

If you have questions,
please email Olivia Boat-
ner, director of magnet
schools, at magnetschool
choice@aldineisd.org.

Aldine ISD has closed all
schools and administration
until after the Easter/
Spring Holiday (a tentative
date set for reopening) to
help prevent the spread of
the COVID-19 coronavirus.

AUSTIN - Governor
Greg Abbott announced
that he is temporarily sus-
pending certain provisions
of the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Code to help busi-
nesses whose events were
cancelled due to COVID-
19. Suspending these pro-
visions will allow for

Governor Abbott allows event permit
refunds for businesses affected by
COVID-19 cancellations

refunds of application fees
paid to obtain a temporary
event permit for an event
that was later cancelled.

 "With events and festi-
vals across Texas can-
celled, it is essential that
we find ways to reduce the
financial burden on event

organizers and the hospi-
tality industry as a whole,"
said Governor Abbott. "By
suspending these provi-
sions, Texas is helping
these businesses and orga-
nizations recoup some of
the costs associated with
their cancelled events."

José Antonio Díaz
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WEB

Like many of you, I am
missing the one on one
interaction with other.  I
miss the hugs at work, at
church and throughout
the week.  I miss passing
through my office build-
ing and catching up on
details of the lives of
others in the community.
I have also adjusted to
listening to multiple
press conferences daily as
well as “hearing” the
quietness of my home.

It has taken getting
accustom to, but we have
had to ask friends and
family not to call during
working hours.  Most of
them would never dare to
call us between 8 a.m.
and 5 p.m., yet a friend
shared that one person
has sent over 45 texts a
day until my friend asked
her not to communicate
during those hours.
Imagine the frustration of
our elders who never
worked on work at home,
now trying to understand
their children and
grandchildren “working
from home” in their
pajamas?

One friend who was
sent home to work
suddenly wants her
employer to pay for her
internet as well as
furnish a laptop.  The

Adjusting
employer basically told
her to furnish her own or
the job could be eliminat-
ed.  I am just happy that I
can trade out using my
own equipment, for not
having to use my gas and
car to get to work.  I know
I am saving money on dry
cleaning and while
working from home, I can
easily step into the
kitchen and make
something for lunch as
well as eat the comfort of
my own home much
cheaper and easier than
leaving my office for
lunch.

There are some
professions that are
surely dealing with the
“stay home” situation
much worse than others.
Educators do not serve in
public schools for the
money or the benefits.
Ask any teacher and they
will tell you they do it
because they love seeing
students learn.  They see
each day to make a
difference in the lives of
the younger generation.
So many of them are now
home and offering
tutorials over the comput-
er.  Yet they are missing
the daily interaction of
the classroom.  Those
teachers who are parents

of school aged children
are really having a hard
time adjusting.  Imagine
working with younger
children and now your
high school son needs
help with his math?

Those who are having
to work as if nothing is
going on, are certainly in
need of our prayers.
There are those in health
care, law enforcement,
first responders, truck
drivers, grocery store
employees and the food
industry who are working
either too many or too few
hours.  They are still
trying to budget their
money and other resourc-
es.  They need their rest.

There are also some
people who simply do not
want to listen to what the
authorities are asking of
us.  Not wanting to name
any names, but each day I
have reminded two senior
citizens that even if they
do not get in their car and
put on 15-30 miles each
day, the car will still
operate when it is safe to
get out.

Let’s learn something
as we adjust and start
sharing what we have
learned.

AUSTIN – March 25,
2020 – Governor Greg Ab-
bottreleased a statement
thanking President Trump
for issuing a Major Disas-
ter Declaration for the
State of Texas. This an-
nouncement comes after
the Governor requested
the declaration—citing the
need for additional federal
assistance to save lives, to

protect property, public
health, and safety, and to
lessen or avert the threat
of COVID-19.

“Texas is aggressively
pursuing and implement-
ing all necessary strategies
to limit the impact of COV-
ID-19, and I thank Presi-
dent Trump for his swift
action to issue a Major Di-

saster Declaration for the
State of Texas,” said Gov-
ernor Abbott. “The Presi-
dent’s declaration opens up
new sources of funding for
individual and public as-
sistance that will help Tex-
as respond to this public
health emergency and pro-
tect public health and safe-
ty.”

Major Disaster Declaration
issued for Texas

AUSTIN - Governor
Greg Abbot announced
that Texas has received a
$16.2 million grant from
the Department of Health
and Human Services’
(HHS) Administration for
Community Living (ACL)
to help communities pro-
vide meals for older adults.

 The grant was part of a
$250 million dollar outlay
authorized by the Families
First Coronavirus Re-
sponse Act, signed into law
by President Trump on
March 18, 2020. Original-
ly created by the Older
Americans Act (OAA) of
1965, these programs pro-

Governor Abbott announces Federal
Grant for Senior Citizen meals

vide meals to more than
2.4 million older adults na-
tionwide each year, both
through home delivery and
in places like community
centers.

 “This grant is especial-
ly timely given the dispro-
portionately high toll that
COVID-19 has been taking
on seniors around the
world,” said Governor Ab-
bott. “As social distancing
measures increasingly and
appropriately limit peo-
ple’s social mobility, it is
imperative that alternate
means for feeding our
state’s elderly like Meals
on Wheels receive addi-

tional resources to handle
the growing need.”

 Texas will receive its
proportional grant,
$16,205,796, second only to
California ($25 million)
and Florida ($18 million)
this week for further dis-
tribution to local meal pro-
viders.

Older adults who need
assistance can contact the
Eldercare Locator to find
services available in their
community. The Eldercare
Locator can be reached at
1-800-677-1116 or https://
eldercare.acl.gov/.

In the wake of the Hous-
ton Independent School
District's decision to shut
down its food distribution
program, the Houston
Parks and Recreation De-
partment (HPRD) is clari-
fying how our Curbside
Meal Program for Youth
operates.  HPARD's Curb-
side Meal Program for
Youth is for ages 1 to 18.
It consists of a snack and
lunch.  Food distribution
takes place Monday-Fri-
day from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00
p.m. at 50 HPARD Com-
munity Centers.  As of to-
day, up to 50 meals will be
available at some sites,
and may increase to up to
200 meals per site based on
daily participation.

- To ensure social dis-
tancing is maintained
throughout the curbside
meal distribution, meals
will be placed in the trunk

The Houston Parks and
Recreation Department
has enacted new restric-
tions concerning HPARD
facilities in response to
COVID-19.

Closed Park
Facilities
- The Memorial Park

Tennis Center, Lee
LeClear Tennis Center,
and MacGregor Park Hom-
er Ford Tennis Center
(Note: neighborhood tennis
courts will remain open).

- All Municipal Golf
Courses operated by
HPARD and their driving
ranges, including Gus
Wortham, Hermann, Mel-
rose, Memorial, Sharp-
stown, and the First Tee at
FM Law Park.

- All COH playgrounds,
water playgrounds,
skateparks, basketball

HOUSTON - To help
contain and mitigate the
spread of COVID-19, the
Houston Health Depart-
ment modified some ser-
vices to protect the health
and well-being of the com-
munity.

The health department
is open and providing core
services, with the following
temporary modifications:

- Multi Service Centers
are open with access lim-
ited to clients of existing
tenants. Group events of
more than 10 people are
being rescheduled.

- WIC clinics are open by
appointment only.

- Health center clinical
services are open by ap-
pointment only at Sunny-
side, Northside and
Sharpstown. La Nueva
Casa de Amigos will tem-
porarily close so staff can
be consolidated to the
three other health centers.
Appointments scheduled
at La Nueva Casa de Ami-

AUSTIN, TX March 20,
2020 - Governor Greg Ab-
bott today issued a procla-
mation postponing the
runoff primary election
until July 14, 2020 — the
same date as the special
election for Texas State
Senate District 14. The
runoff election was origi-
nally scheduled for May
26th, but has been post-
poned in conjunction with
the state's ongoing efforts
to mitigate the spread of
COVID-19.

 The postponement of
this election serves to help

Governor Abbott postpones
Runoff Primary Election
until Tuesday July 14th

fulfill the Governor's re-
cent executive orders man-
dating certain obligation
for Texans that are aimed
at slowing the spread of
COVID-19, including the
encouragement of social
distancing. Holding the
runoff in May would cause
the congregation of large
gatherings of people in
confined spaces and cause
numerous election workers
to come into close proximi-
ty with others. This would
threaten the health and
safety of many Texans.

 Early voting for the
postponed runoff primary
election will begin Mon-
day, July 6, 2020.

New information on ‘Curbside
Meal Distribution Program’

of the recipient’s car.
- Guidelines for meal

distribution.
- Community Center

Staff will distribute each
participant the lunch and
snack at one time.

- Each child will receive
one lunch and one snack.

- Only children who
come to the site for pick-up
can receive the lunch and
snack.

- A parent can’t take
food for a child that is not
present at the time of pick-
up.

- The Curbside Meal
Program is an adaption of
the federally funded and
state managed After-
School Meal Program
which operates through
HPARD’s Community Cen-
ters.

- Funding for the pro-
gram comes from a grant
from the Texas Depart-

ment of Agriculture
(T.D.A.) Child and Adult
Care Food Program
(C.A.C.F.P.).

The 50 HPARD Commu-
nity Center Curbside Meal
Program sites in Aldine
area are:

- Melrose Park Commu-
nity Center, 1001 Canino,
Houston TX 77076

- Shady Lane Communi-
ty Center, 10220 Shady
Lane, Houston, TX 77093

- Tidwell Community
Center, 9720 Spaulding
Bldg. #1, Houston, TX
77016

Please visit
HoustonTX.gov to see City
of Houston’s complete list
of curbside meal program
at 47 community centers.
Families can also visit
HoustonFoodBank.org to
see the 250 open partner
sites located across great-
er Houston.

Houston Parks Department
response to COVID-19

courts, and outdoor exer-
cise equipment.

- All Houston Parks and
Recreation Department
Community Centers re-
main closed, including fit-
ness centers, the
Metropolitan Multi-Ser-
vice Center, and the North
Wayside Sports Center.

- All public, produced,
permitted, and sponsored
events are cancelled
through April 30th. In ad-
dition, all private events,
private leagues, and pri-
vate gatherings of 10 or
more people are cancelled
through April 30th. Can-
cellation fees are waived
and HPARD will provide
credit/refunds for permit-
ted events, private leagues,
and reservations through
April 30th.

- Department group-

structured programs are
cancelled until further no-
tice.

- Dog parks remain open
until further notice.

- Lake Houston Wilder-
ness Park remains open,
however, the Nature Cen-
ter, cabins, and dining hall
are closed. Visitors are
urged to pack extra soap
and hand sanitizer as a
precaution. If you have
been sick in the last two
weeks, please stay home.

- All City parks and
trails remain open and
available for use.  Please
observe the CDC's mini-
mum recommended social
distancing of 6' from other
persons at all times.  For
City of Houston COVID-19
information updates visit:
houstonemergency.org/cov-
id19.

Houston  Health Department
provindig core services with
temporary modifiications due to
COVID-19

gos are being rescheduled
to the other health centers.

- Vital records (birth and
death certificates) are be-
ing processed by phone
and online. Shipping fees
are waived while the lob-
by is temporarily closed.

- Face-to-face services
such as case management,
home visitations, group
education classes, benefits
counseling, and enrollment
activities are being tempo-
rarily transitioned to tele-
phone-based models.

- The Client Access Pro-
gram, which provides
screening and certification
for health care programs
such as Medicaid and Har-
ris Health, is consolidating
to the West End Health
Center.

- The home delivered
meals program is expand-
ed to include participants
who normally receive
meals at congregate meal
sites, temporarily closed to

promote safety with this
vulnerable population.

- Emergency dental care
for older adults will contin-
ue but elective geriatric
dental appointments are
being rescheduled

- Group activities, train-
ings and social gatherings
are canceled and/or being
rescheduled.

Service locations such
as health centers and WIC
clinics are implementing
phone or text notifications
to allow patients to wait
outside until time for ser-
vice. Social distancing
measures are being uti-
lized in waiting rooms.

The Houston Health
Department COVID-19
emergency operations cen-
ter remains fully activated.

 Houstonains should
visit HoustonHealth.org/
covid19 for the latest infor-
mation and ways to protect
their family and communi-
ty.

Check us out on the web
www.nenewsroom.com www.facebook.com/NENewsroom

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it Clean
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield

O P I N I O N    P A G E

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

“Waiting
for the Sun”

An enormous box arrives at
our house. It is filled with food
and cleaning supplies and, yes,
toilet paper. I feel guilty. But the
truth is, these supplies were
ordered months ago. My
husband, Peter, was a hoarder
long before hoarding was in
fashion.

“Here you go!” Peter says, as
he unpacks the latest shipment.
“Eight more pounds of oatmeal!”

My oatmeal consumption
over the past few weeks while
writing would certainly set some
sort of record had I been
keeping track. Peter pulls out a
one-gallon bottle of hand
sanitizer—also ordered before
everyone in the world wanted it.

“You see?” he says,
brandishing the bottle with more
than a touch of pride, “I was a
germaphobe before germa-
phobes were cool!”

And it’s true. Peter has
always had a slightly higher-
than-average concern about
germs. We live in a small town,
with no regular job to go to and
no children to care for. Add to
that Peter’s insistence that we
have a four-month supply of all
the essentials, and our lives
have been less affected than
anyone I know.

My parents are in Florida and
it looks like they will be staying
there for the indefinite future.
Normally, they’d be heading
back north, but they don’t know
where they’d stay on the way
home and, with everything so
uncertain, they’re staying put.
They are in their 80s so,
naturally, I worry. But my mother
seems pretty calm.

“We don’t play bingo!” she
explains, as if bingo was the
primary source of the contagion.
She tells me they’ve shut down
the pool and the Internet room
and the woodshop where my
dad likes to go. “But not
pickleball!” she tells me.
Pickleball games continue, with
or without a pandemic.

Before the restaurants were
shut down, we had dinner with
our scientist friends, Mary and
Wolfgang. It’s nice to have the
news digested and parsed by
scientists. But they were not
terribly reassuring. “I’ve been
washing my hands until they’re
chapped!” Mary complained.
Their son has just started work
as an EMT and Mary feels
certain he will contract the virus.
She is afraid—but he is young
and strong and helping people.
She is proud of him.

The hardest hit are, of
course, the very old and the
very sick. My brother-in-law is
both. Peter’s oldest sister’s
husband is dying of Alzheimer’s
and now she cannot visit him.
Everyone in the nursing home is
so fragile that they have shut the
door to visitors.

“He won’t understand why no
one is visiting!” she tells us, and
I’m sure this is true. I don’t know
how much he understands
about anything at this point but
he certainly will not comprehend
that a once-in-a-lifetime
pandemic is preventing his wife
from seeing him.

“I’ve been thinking, maybe I
could look at him through the
window,” she says, and my
heart breaks a little, imagining
her standing outside the window
of the nursing home in the early
spring cold. The nursing staff
promised they would let her
come when her husband is
dying. No one knows when that
will be.

For those of us who have it
easy, life is not much different
and not so very difficult. For
those who already have too
much on their plate, these times
are almost too much to bear.

Peter read somewhere that
the sun was good at killing the
virus. I hope this is true. I know
the sun provides cheer and we
could certainly use some more
of that. So, right now, I’m
watching the sky and waiting for
the sun.

Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir is
called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn more
at CarrieClasson.com.

AUSTIN — Texas is
more invested every day in
promoting increased and
thorough hand washing,
disinfecting surfaces and
social distancing to reduce
cases of the rapidly spread-
ing novel coronavirus,
COVID-19.

As of March 22, the cu-
mulative count of patients
testing positive in Texas
increased to 334. The
death count stood at five
with 8,756 people having
been tested, according to
figures posted by the Tex-
as Department of State
Health Services.

As the work week be-
gan, Gov. Greg Abbott was
still not ready to order all
Texans to stay at home, as
local authorities ordered in
Dallas County. However,
he issued four statewide
executive orders in accor-
dance with federal guide-
lines issued by President
Trump and the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control
and Prevention:

—Every person in Tex-
as shall avoid social gath-
erings in groups of more
than 10 people;

—People shall avoid eat-
ing or drinking at bars, res-
taurants and food courts or
visiting gyms or massage
parlors — provided, how-
ever, that drive-thru, pick-
up or delivery options are
allowed and highly encour-
aged throughout the limit-
ed duration of the
executive order;

—People shall not visit
nursing homes or retire-
ment or long-term care fa-
cilities unless to provide
critical assistance; and

—Schools shall tempo-
rarily close.

Abbott's orders, effec-
tive through 11:59 p.m. on
April 3, are subject to ex-
tension.

Texas Department of
State Health Services
Commissioner John
Hellerstedt also declared a
public health disaster last
week.

Hellerstedt's declara-
tion allows state and local
health authorities to more

easily require property
owners to disinfect, decon-
taminate, and seal off
property that might be
contaminated by COVID-
19.

The declaration also:
—Authorizes health au-

thorities to take control
measures to eradicate the
threat to public health;

—Streamlines the pro-
cess for health authorities
to invoke the courts to en-
force quarantines of indi-
viduals; and

—Activates enhanced
tools for DSHS to collect
disease and health infor-
mation and to share that
information with law en-
forcement personnel and
first responders, as appro-
priate.

Governor activates
Guard

Gov. Abbott on March
17 activated the Texas
National Guard to be pre-
pared to assist with re-
sponse efforts for
COVID-19, ensuring that
the military force can as-
sist in various forms
throughout the state when
needed.

Healthcare workers
and first responders who
are members of the Texas
National Guard are ex-
cluded from this activa-
tion so that they can
continue serving the peo-
ple of Texas in their re-
spective fields, Abbott
said.

SBA assistance
requested

Gov. Abbott on March
17 requested designation
from the Small Business
Administration to access
the federal agency’s Eco-
nomic Injury Disaster
Loan program for the en-
tire state.

If granted, Abbott said,
the Small Business Ad-
ministration would pro-
vide long-term,
low-interest loans to qual-
ifying businesses across
the state.

Small business owners
are invited to visit the Tex-
as Division of Emergency
Management website: ht-
tps://tdem.texas.gov/covid-
19/ where they will be
directed to an online appli-
cation on  the SBA web-
site.

Telemedicine to
increase

Gov. Abbott on March 17
waived certain regulations
and directed the Texas De-
partment of Insurance to
issue an emergency rule
relating to telemedicine
care in mitigating the
spread of COVID-19.

Abbott said his actions
build upon previous waiv-
ers of portions in the Occu-
pations Code to expand
provider flexibility in pro-
viding medical services
over the phone.

Medical providers seek-
ing guidance on the impact
of the new rule can expect
guidance from the Texas
Medical Board to be issued
in the coming days. Insur-
ers seeking guidance on the
emergency rule should con-
tact the Texas Department
of Insurance or visit their
webpage for more informa-
tion.

Goal: Stop
transmission

The Texas Department
of Transportation on March
17 announced actions to
help reduce the risk of
COVID-19 transmission.

TxDOT postponed or
canceled its in-person pub-
lic hearings and gatherings
through April 3, subject to
change. However, work on
projects to improve our
transportation system con-
tinues, as does TxDOT’s
ongoing work to maintain
and operate our state’s
transportation system.

Meanwhile, TxDOT has
closed the lobbies of its 12
Travel Information Centers
until further notice, but
outside restrooms will re-
main available at all times
and will be regularly
cleaned between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Also,
safety rest areas on high-
ways throughout the state
will remain open.

AG: Price-gougers
beware

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton on March 21
warned retail suppliers, in-
cluding those who supply
grocery stores and pharma-
cies, that state law strictly
prohibits price gouging in
the wake of a disaster.

Price gouging laws apply
to any person or entity sell-
ing necessities at an exor-
bitant or excessive price
after a disaster has been
declared by the governor or
president. This prohibition
includes those who supply
retailers.

Under the Texas Decep-
tive Trade Practices Act,
Paxton said, any price-
gougers may be required to
reimburse consumers and
may be held liable for civil
penalties of up to $10,000
per violation with an addi-
tional penalty of up to
$250,000 if the affected
consumers are elderly.

Governor takes actions to
slow down deadly virus

Dear Rusty: I
turned 63 August 12th,
2019. I will be retiring
June 30th, 2020 from
my current job. I will
have made approxi-
mately $35,000 by then
and am receiving
severance pay of
$19,000 on June 30th.
Will the pay I receive
through June 30th
affect what I can draw
from Social Security?
Also, how much of a
difference would it be if
I wait until August
12th, 2020 to officially
start drawing Social
Security? Is there any
other information I
should be aware of
before I start drawing
Social Security?
Signed: Anxious to
Retire

Dear Anxious:
First, let me assure you
that the money you
earned this year before
your benefits start
aren’t counted as part
of Social Security’s
“earnings test” which
could affect your
payment after your
benefits start. When
you claim, your Social
Security benefit
amount will depend
upon two things – your
“primary insurance
amount” (or “PIA”)
which is determined
from your highest
earning 35 years
(adjusted for inflation)
over your lifetime, and
the age at which you
claim your SS benefit.
By claiming at age 64
in August, your benefit
will be cut by about
15.6% from what it
would be if you wait to
claim at your full
retirement age (66 plus
4 months). Your
earnings for 2020 won’t
be applied to your SS
record until after you
file your 2020 taxes in
2021, so won’t affect
your benefits (if appro-
priate) until after that.
If your 2020 earnings
are more than any of
those in the 35 years
used to initially com-
pute your benefit, your
benefit will increase at
that time. The day of
the month you were
born isn’t significant,
only the month. So, if
you apply to start
benefits in August of
2020, your benefit cut
will be as stated above
because you’re claim-
ing exactly 2 years and
4 months early. But if
you wait longer you’ll
gain another 5/9ths of
1% (.556%) for each

Advertise
local

Your marketing Ad in this
newspaper generates

income for your business
and the community.

Thank you.

NORTHEAST NEWS
713-266-3444

Ask Rusty – Retiring
from Work; When
Should I Claim Social
Security?

additional month you
delay up until your full
retirement age (FRA).

Although you plan to
retire from work, be
aware that if you
decide to return you’ll
be subject to Social
Security’s earnings
limit once you are
collecting benefits
before your FRA, and
that will be the case
until you reach your
full retirement age. If
you go back to work
after you start your SS
and earn more than
$1,520 in any remain-
ing month of 2020,
you’ll not be entitled to
benefits for that
month. Starting in
2021, you’ll be subject
to an annual earnings
limit of at least $18,240
(that’s the 2020 limit –
limits for future years
aren’t yet known but
will be higher). Exceed-
ing the annual limit
will cause SS to with-
hold half of anything
you earn over the limit.
The limit is more, and
the penalty is less in
the year you reach your
FRA and goes away
once you have reached
your full retirement
age.

Finally, to be sure
you’re aware, you can
actually defer claiming
SS until age 70 if you
wish. After you reach
your full retirement
age you’ll earn delayed
retirement credits
(DRCs) of 8% per year
of delay, which are
added to your benefit
when you finally claim
it. That would give you
a benefit which is 29%
more at age 70 than it
would be at your full
retirement age.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not repre-
sent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and
its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the
Social Security Adminis-
tration or any other
governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit
our website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-
advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor
@amacfoundation.org.
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.
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DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS:
SGT 2000 Motor
Freight Inc. Company
Earn Up To $.45 p/
mile. O/O Earn Up To
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E. Sign On Bo-
nus $5000*
Company – Owner
Operators
713-674-2076
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Take Pride in our
Community

C H U R C H    P A G E
Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

          Mariana Sanchez, Director
          Call: 281-799-9076 or 832-650-4360
          Text: 832-906.4214
          marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

OBITUARY NOTICES
Can be placed in this newspaper.

Call 713-266-3444 or send
information to

nenewsroom@aol.com.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

TEXAS COMMISSION ON
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Notice of Draft Federal Operating Permit

Draft Permit No.: O1824

Application and Draft Permit. Royal Baths Manufacturing Company, 14635 Chrisman Rd, Houston, TX 77039-
1116, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for a renewal of Federal Operating
Permit (herein referred to as Permit) No. O1824, Application No. 29969, to authorize operation of the Chrisman
Road Facility, an All Other Plastics Product Manufacturing facility. The area addressed by the application is
located at 14635 Chrisman Rd in Houston, Harris County, Texas 77039- 1116. This link to an electronic map of the
site or facility's general location is provided as a public courtesy and not part of the application or notice. For exact
location, refer to the application. You can find an electronic map of the facility at: http://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/
public/hb610/index.html?lat=29.928888&lng=- 95.363611&zoom=13&type=r. This application was received by the
TCEQ on January 21, 2020.

The purpose of a federal operating permit is to improve overall compliance with the rules governing air pollution
control by clearly listing all applicable requirements, as defined in Title 30 Texas Administrative Code § 122.10 (30
TAC § 122.10). The draft permit, if approved, will codify the conditions under which the area must operate. The
permit will not authorize new construction. The executive director has completed the technical review of the
application and has made a preliminary decision to prepare a draft permit for public comment and review. The
executive director recommends issuance of this draft permit. The permit application, statement of basis, and draft
permit will be available for viewing and copying at the TCEQ Central Office, 12100 Park 35 Circle, Building E, First
Floor, Austin, Texas 78753; the TCEQ Houston Regional Office, 5425 Polk St Ste H, Houston, Texas 77023-1452;
and the High Meadows Branch Library, 4500 Aldine Mail Route, Houston, Texas 77039-5915, beginning the first
day of publication of this notice. The draft permit and statement of basis are available at the TCEQ Website:

www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/tvnotice

At the TCEQ central and regional offices, relevant supporting materials for the draft permit, as well as the New
Source Review permits which have been incorporated by reference, may be reviewed and copied. Any person with
difficulties obtaining these materials due to travel constraints may contact the TCEQ central office file room at
(512) 239-2900.

Public Comment/Notice and Comment Hearing. Any person may submit written comments on the draft
permit. Comments relating to the accuracy, completeness, and appropriateness of the permit conditions may
result in changes to the draft permit.

A person who may be affected by the emission of air pollutants from the permitted area may request a
notice and comment hearing. The purpose of the notice and comment hearing is to provide an additional
opportunity to submit comments on the draft permit. The permit may be changed based on comments pertaining to
whether the permit provides for compliance with 30 TAC Chapter 122 (examples may include that the permit does
not contain all applicable requirements or the public notice procedures were not satisfied). The TCEQ may grant a
notice and comment hearing on the application if a written hearing request is received within 30 days after
publication of the newspaper notice. The hearing request must include the basis for the request, including a
description of how the person may be affected by the emission of air pollutants from the application area. The
request should also specify the conditions of the draft permit that are inappropriate or specify how the preliminary
decision to issue or deny the permit is inappropriate. All reasonably ascertainable issues must be raised and all
reasonably available arguments must be submitted by the end of the public comment period. If a notice and
comment hearing is granted, all individuals that submitted written comments or a hearing request will receive
written notice of the hearing. This notice will identify the date, time, and location for the hearing.

Written public comments and/or requests for a notice and comment hearing should be submitted to the
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin,
Texas 78711-3087, or electronically at www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/ and be received within 30
days after the date of newspaper publication of this notice. Please be aware that any contact information you
provide, including your name, phone number, email address and physical address will become part of the
agency’s public record.

A notice of proposed final action that includes a response to comments and identification of any changes
to the draft permit will be mailed to everyone who submitted public comments, a hearing request, or
requested to be on the mailing list for this application. This mailing will also provide instructions for public
petitions to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to request that the EPA object to the issuance of the
proposed permit. After receiving a petition, the EPA may only object to the issuance of a permit which is not in
compliance with the applicable requirements or the requirements of 30 TAC Chapter 122.

Mailing List. In addition to submitting public comments, a person may ask to be placed on a mailing list for this
application by sending a request to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address above. Those on the mailing list will
receive copies of future public notices (if any) mailed by the Chief Clerk for this application.

Information. For additional information about this permit application or the permitting process, please contact the
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Public Education Program, MC-108, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas
78711-3087 or toll free at 1-800-687-4040. Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained for Royal Baths Manufacturing Company by calling Mr. Caesar Hage at
(281) 442-3400.

Notice Issuance Date: March 19, 2020

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

DRIVER NEEDED
Part Tiime

Must know Houston
Light Cleaning &

Deliveries
281-449-9090

Dear Volunteers,

I hope that this messag-
es finds you all well and in
good health. As you all may
know, in response to recom-
mendations from federal,
state and local governments,
in respect for the health of
those we serve, volunteers,
staff and host sites, Bonding
Against Adversity is sus-
pending its Citizenship Ap-
plication Workshops and
Citizenship Preparation
Classes for now. If our host
locations extend or other-
wise limit activities at their
locations, Bonding may be
required to extend this can-
cellation notice.

Our offices at LSC -
Greenspoint Center and
LSC - East Aldine are set to
reopen on April 6, 2020.
Bonding plans to resume ap-

pointments once the offices
reopen, however, we will
continue to follow federal
regulations, wait for up-
dates and adjust according-
ly.

Until further notice, we
will provide services at our
offices by appointment only.
We will continue to commu-
nicate with the public via
social media, and update
you all through email.
Please refer anyone inter-
ested in our services or with
questions to text us: 832-
906-4214.

You and your families are
in our thoughts and hearts
at this time. Be safe and see
you all soon.

Regards,
Mariana Sanchez
Director of Bonding

Against Adversity

A MESSAGE
From Bonding Against Adversity
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SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

TREE SERVICE

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392
LAWN SERVICE

LAWN PRO
OF HOUSTON

LAWN SERVICE. $30 PER YARD
AND UP.

CLEAN-UPS AVAILABLE.

281-706-4301

SUBSCRIPTION RATE:
Two Years, PDF to your E-Mail $24.00

Complete the form below, and return
with payment to:

NORTHEAST NEWS
5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057

❑ New   ❑ Renewal   Date____________________

E-MAIL: __________________@________________

Name_____________________________________

Address____________________________________

City ________________ State ________  Zip______

Phone ________________ Birthday ____________

(Optional Information)

Method of Payment: ❑ Check ❑ Credit Card

(Visa,MC,Amex)

Credit Card No:_____________________________

Name__________________  Expiration _________

Security Code_________

✪News
NORTHEAST   BELTWAY 8

How Nice.
A Newspaper

delivered on my
COMPUTER!

Northeast/
Beltway 8 NEWS

NOW AVAILABLE
ELECTRONICALLY!

Architectural Services
HOFFMAN-LIU

DESIGN ASSOCIATES

TYPES OF SERVICES:
Architectural
Interiors
Graphic Design
Landscape
Planning
Feasibility & Program

RECENT PROJECTS:
Highlands Bank
Fleming Residence
Texas Dept. of Health Labs
Texas A & M--Kingsville
Rydin & Rivera Residences
East Aldine District Offices
SWBR Computer Center

Call for a free consultation
GILBERT HOFFMAN, Architect

Emeritus
Office at 5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057

713-977-2556

Toss it into
the can. It’s a neat idea.

L I F E S T Y L E
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RECENT DEATHS

Mary Agnes Luke
Nina S. Bardwell
Theresia Uhl-Mieling
Jorge Saldana Robledo

12-4t

SOUTH CHINA SEA
(March 16, 2020) Lt. Perry
Starling, from Humble, Texas,
assigned to Helicopter Sea
Combat Squadron (HSC) 25,
conducts a pre-flight inspec-
tion on an MH-60S helicopter
in the hangar bay of amphib-
ious assault ship USS Ameri-
ca (LHA 6). America, flagship
of the America Expeditionary
Unit team, is operating in the
U.S. 7th Fleet area of opera-
tions to enhance interopera-
bility with allows and
partners to defend peace and
stability in the Indo-Pacific
region.

In Service to
Our Country

Humble Sailor conducts pre-flight
inspection on U.S. Navy helicopter

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Ap-
prentice Theodore C. Lee)

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey---

1. Is the book of Iscariot in
the Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. Where did Jesus share
"The Last Supper" with his
apostles before His crucifixion?
Nineveh, Kartan, Bethlehem,
Jerusalem

3. Jesus was arrested in what
garden that sat at the base of the
Mount of Olives? Shulamite,
Eden, Gethsemane, Solomon

4. When Jesus died, for how
long was there darkness over the
land? 7 minutes, 3 hours, 2 days,
1 week

5. From John 20, which
disciple doubted Jesus had risen
unless he could see the
wounds? Peter, Andrew,
Thomas, Thaddeus

6. How long did Jesus remain
after His resurrection before He
ascended into heaven?
Instantaneously, 1 hour, 7 days,
40 days

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2)
Jerusalem; 3) Gethsemane; 4) 3
hours; 5) Thomas (called
Didymus); 6) 40 days

Paul G. Alba
Curtis Uribe
Willie Roy Pardue
Francisco Arreguin Mtz.
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Stay Home,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

METRORail passangers practice social distancing as seats are marked unavailable.

METRO is making sev-
eral significant service
modifications to allow for
continued safe operations
of critical public transpor-
tation services amid the
coronavirus COVID-19 re-
sponse.

Local Bus
-  Start ing Monday,

March 23, to support social
distancing, passengers
must use the rear door
when boarding and exiting
a local bus.

- Only passengers with
mobility issues will be able
to request the use of the
front door of the bus to ac-
cess the ramp.

- Beginning, Monday,
March 23, local bus routes
will be operating on a
schedule similar to Satur-
day  serv i ce   Monday
through Friday.

Park & Ride Bus
- Park & Ride routes to

the Texas Medical Center
will continue to operate
normally.

292 West Bellfort/ West-
wood/ TMC

297 South Point/ Mon-
roe/ TMC

298 Kingsland/ Addicks/
NWTC/ TMC

- Service will be reduced
on all other Park & Ride
routes  following a sharp
ridership decline.

- A shuttle has been
added to serve stops in the
TMC and reduce passen-

METRO bus riders to board & exit through rear doors during
COVID-19 response, fare collection temporarily suspended

METRO’s employee sanitizing booth ticket in respopnse to
COVID-19 pandemic.

ger loads on METRORail.
METRORail
- METRORail will oper-

ate on normal schedules.
Fares and other Ser-

vice Notes
- Beginning Monday,

March 23, METRO is tem-
porarily suspending collec-
tion of fares on local bus,
light rail, Park & Ride and
METROLift.

- The Authority is imple-
menting this change to as-
sist those facing sudden
economic hardship and
provide ease of use for
medical workers.

-  Starting, Monday,
March 23, all RideStore lo-
cations will be closed.

Passengers are remind-
ed to only take essential
trips to support essential
services and follow the ad-
vice of public health offi-
cials.  Customers should
check service alerts for up-
dated schedule informa-
tion.

Additional adjustments
have reduced customer
seating by 50 percent and
allow passengers to spread
out while on board.

The following changes

have been implemented to
encourage social distanc-
ing:

- Seats on buses and
METRORail have been
tagged as unavailable.

- Additional buses have
been added to popular
routes at peak commute
times to reduce crowding
on vehicles.

- Signs and notifications
have been posted at tran-
sit centers, Park & Ride
lots and rail stations to en-
courage passengers to
practice responsible social
distancing.

- When buses reach 50
percent seating, digital
signs will advise customers
to wait for the next bus.

METRORail customers
should spread out across
each rail car and avoid
crowding on trains.

Those utilizing Park &
R i d e  b u s e s  a n d
METROLift should also
expect reduced seating to
limit close contact among
riders.

METRO is continuing
with the practice of putting
an even greater emphasis
on disinfecting surfaces
frequently touched by the
public during our daily bus
and rail cleaning.

As well as, displaying
posters, digital signage
and service alerts that re-

mind riders of  public
health officials' recommen-
dations to stop the spread
of germs.

The additional safety
measures may result in
delays on certain routes
and riders should plan ac-
cordingly, including ad-
justing travel schedules.
Also, METRO's TRIP app
and Next Bus Arrival Tex-
ting may not be accurate.
Customers should stay in-
formed by subscribing to
real-time, route informa-
tion through METRO's ser-
vice alert system and
monitoring the agency's
social media accounts,
Twitter, Facebook. Cus-
tomer  serv ice  can  be
reached at 713-635-4000.

C O M M U N I T Y     N E W S

HOUSTON, TX - March
26, 2020 – Houston Com-
munity College will Use Its
Own 3D Printers, Laser
Cutters and Machining
Equipment to Assist Area
Hospitals.

Harris County Judge
Lina Hidalgo on Thursday
approved a waiver that
will allow Houston Com-
munity College to use
high-capacity 3D printing
labs to produce mass quan-
tities of protective face
shields while operating as
"Essential Critical Infra-
structure." The shields will
assist M.D. Anderson Can-
cer Center, Memorial Her-
mann Health System, and
Baylor College of Medicine.

"Medical workers are on
the front lines and we need
to protect them," Judge
Hidalgo said. "These are
extraordinary times that

Dear Aldine
Residents,

On behalf of the
Board of Directors of
the East Aldine Man-
agement District we
join with the county
and other governmen-
tal agencies in asking
residents and business-
es to take all appropri-
ate precautions to help
contain and mitigate
the spread of COVID-
19 through the Hous-
ton area.

We are living in
uncertain times and we
know this can cause
some anxiety and

Judge approves waiver to enable
HCC students to make face shields

require all of us to think
creatively and offer up our
resources, and I commend
HCC for seeing this as an
opportunity to help our
hospital system fill a criti-
cal need."

The Memorial Hermann
Health System currently
has access to 600 face
shields per day using TX/
RX Labs, a local nonprofit
makerspace that produces
personal protective equip-
ment. HCC has two facili-
ties that can provide
high-capacity production
of protective face shields
while requiring minimal
staff supervision:

- The IDEAStudio at
West Houston Institute,
capacity: 32 printers, each
can produce 600 face
shields per day

- The Advanced Manu-
facturing Center at HCC’s

Stafford Campus: 30 print-
ers, each can produce 600
face shields per day

Once fully operational,
the HCC sites in partner-
ship with TX/RX Labs
could produce more than
30,000 face shields per day
while requiring no more
than two qualified staff
members at each location.

Judge Hidalgo issued a
mandatory Stay Home-
Work Safe order for Harris
County on Tuesday, closing
non-essential businesses
through April 3 in an effort
to preserve public health
and safety. Manufacturers
of ventilators, personal
protective equipment, or
other medical supplies and
equipment necessary for
the COVID-19 response
may apply for an "Essen-
tial Business" exemption.

MESSAGE TO EAST
ALDINE RESIDENTS

From Gerald Overturff

worry as we grapple
with how the coming
days and weeks will
play out. As your
partner, we want to
ensure your safety and
wellbeing are our top
priority.

Currently we have
cancelled all District
meetings and events in
March and will be
evaluating April
meetings and events
and will reach out to
you as decisions are
made. As always, you
can refer to our web-
site,
www.AldineDistrict.org,

for updates and infor-
mation as well. We are
also considering the
possibility of hosting
virtual meetings, and
more information will
be forthcoming as we
research our options.

This COVID-19 e-
news was created to
help you find needed
resources and informa-
tion to help everyone
through these trying
times.

Gerald Overturff,
Chairman

East Aldine
Management District

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it Clean

also issued such an order,
such as California and
Ohio, but Texas Governor
Abbott has said he will not
follow, because most of the
counties in this large and
often rural state have not
reported any cases of the
virus.

However, Governor Ab-
bott did issue several exec-
utive orders on March 19,
which included the follow-
ing regulations:

- Every person in Texas
is to avoid social gather-
ings of more than 10 peo-
ple.

- No dining in at restau-
rants, bars, or food courts.
Take out, drive-thru and
delivery options will be al-
lowed.

- Gyms are to remain
closed.

- Schools are to remain
closed, but online or alter-
native learning options
may be used.

- No visitations at nurs-
ing homes, retirement cen-
ters, or long-term care
facilities unless it is to pro-
vide critical care assis-
tance.

THIS IS NOT A SHEL-

TER IN PLACE ORDER.
You can still go to grocery
stores, pharmacies, gas
stations, parks, and banks.
Essential government ser-
vices and critical infra-
structure still operational,
and domestic travel al-
lowed.

These orders got into
effect on March 20, 2020
and will end at midnight
on April 3rd.

The pandemic has
spread quickly through the
United States, and the rest
of the world. Worldwide
figures indicate that more
than 380,000 have been in-
fected and tested positive,
and more than 16,000 have
died. Counties with the
most cases include China,
Italy, United States, Spain,
Germany, Iran, France and
South Korea. Italy has the
most deaths, over 6000.

Texas has reported
statewide over 355 cases,
with 6 deaths.
PCT. 2 COMMISSIONER
ADRIAN GARCIA ON STAY-
AT-HOME ORDER:

In reaction to Judge
Lina Hidalgo’s decision to
issue a county-wide stay at

home order in Harris
County, Precinct 2 Com-
missioner Adrian Garcia
released the following
statement:

 “Today, Judge Hidalgo
is making a true leader-
ship decision. It is a very
tough, yet extremely pru-
dent choice, but her com-
pass is to find the best
possible path that could
wind up saving lives of
many Harris County resi-
dents. The reason for
Judge Hidalgo’s decision is
not solely of her choosing,
however, and a stay-at-
home order in Harris
County comes after careful
deliberation and counsel
from many health care and
business leaders. With
what we’ve seen in other
parts of the country, I agree
we can’t afford to delay,
and for my Precinct 2 fam-
ily, I welcome her decision.
This is the best hope for
Harris County to prevent
a widespread disaster,
harming all of us that live,
work, and play in this
county. I strongly support
the order from the Judge.
Too many of our neighbors’
lives are at stake.”

Here is a great “Stay Home Work Safe” Idea!
Order Steaks delivered to your door.

20 great meals, so convenient!


