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NHA Little
League
Opening Day

Join to celebrate de
opening with a parade
and festival, Saturday,
March 21, 2020. Parade
starts at 10 am, at Mac-
Arthur High School, 4400
Aldine Mail Rt. and ends at
the Squatty Lyons Park,
1601 Cromwell-77093.
Little League games from
11 am- 5 pm. Questions,
call 281-536-4062.

www.aldinedistrict.org

713-595-1226
Veronica Sanches,

Director of Services
VSanches@haweshill.com

713-595-1232
Richard Cantu,

Deputy Executive Director
5333 Aldine Mail Rt.
Houston, TX. 77039

911-Emergencies

713-221-6000
Dispatch

Aldine Storefront
281-449-6600

Capt. Mike Koteras
District II

Go Fly a Kite - at Aldine’s Kite Festival!

Officials confirm more cases of coronavirus
in Houston and Harris County

U.S. Deputy Secretary of Education Zais visits
Aldine ISD’s Blanson CTE High School

UPDATED - March 6,
2020 - Health Officials con-
firmed the second case of
coronavirus in the City of
Houston, making a total of
8 in Fort Bend, Houston
and Harris County areas.
(NOTE: This number may
change as days go by.)

The female patient, in
the 60 to 70 age range, is
part of the same group of
travelers to Egypt associat-
ed with recent cases an-
nounced in Fort Bend
County and Harris Coun-
ty. She is currently hospi-
talized and stable.

HOUSTON, Texas –
March 5, 2020 – Harris
County Public Health

(HCPH) confirmed last
Thursday four more cases
of Coronavirus, all in Har-
ris County or Houston.

The new cases involved
four people in their 60s
who were exposed to the
virus during a trip to
Egypt last month.  The 70-
year-old from Fort Bend
took the same trip and this
case was confirmed last
Wednesday by a Houston
laboratory.

Four of the five patients
with coronavirus are hos-
pitalized in stable condi-
tion and the fifth is
self-quarentined at home

See Coronavirus in
Harris County, Page 3

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo with Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner and County
Health Director Umair Shah, at press conference last Thursday on Coronavirus.

U.S. Deputy Secretary of Education Dr. Mitchell “Mick”
Zais, center, visits with Aldine ISD Board President Paul
Shanklin, left and Aldine ISD Superintendent Dr. LaTonya
M. Goffney, right, during his visit to Blanson CTE High
School on Wednesday, March 4.

U.S. Deputy Secretary of
Education Dr. Mitchell
“Mick” Zais visited Aldine
ISD’s Dr. Archie L. Blanson
Career and Technical Ed-
ucation High School on
Wednesday, March 4.

During his visit, Dr. Zais
toured Blanson CTE High
School to explore it exten-
sive career and technical
education programs.

His visit highlighted the
Trump Administration’s
goal of ensuring every high
school student in the Unit-
ed States access to CTE
programs that provide
high-quality pathways to

success after graduation.
President Donald

Trump’s fiscal year 2021
budget proposal unveiled
last month increases in
funding for CTE programs
by $900 million, increasing
CTE funding to $2 billion.

Aldine ISD Superinten-
dent Dr. LaTonya M.
Goffney welcomed and
thanked Dr. Zais for taking
the time to visit the Aldi-
ne ISD campus.

“Everyday we work
hard to demonstrate
what’s possible for our stu-
dents,” Dr. Goffney said.
“We want them to have

choices and at this beauti-
ful campus provides them
with a myriad of choices.”

Prior to his tour of the
campus, Dr. Zais received
an overview of Aldine
ISD’s Career and Technical
Education program by
Franklin Higgins, AISD’s
director of Career and
Technical Education.

Blanson Principal Ben
Ibarra shared information
about the school, which
opened in August of 2018.

Secretary of Education
in Aldine, Page 8

Police
investigate fatal
shooting on
Maxey Road
   Houston police are
investigating the fatal
shooting of a man that
occurred at 664 Maxey
Road about 11:50 p.m. on
Sunday, March 1.
   The victim, Alberto Zavala
Perez, 43, was transported
to the hospital where he
was pronounced dead.
   HPD Homicide Division
Sergeant K. Meek and
Detective T. Andrade
reported:
   Officers responded to a
shooting at an apartment
complex at the above
address and found Mr.
Perez lying in the courtyard.
Houston Fire Department
paramedics transported
Perez to Memorial Hermann
Hospital where he was
pronounced deceased.
   There is no known
suspect nor motive in this
case.
   Anyone with information
in this case is urged to
contact the HPD Homicide
Division at 713-308-3600 or
Crime Stoppers at 713-222-
TIPS.

Advertise
local

Your marketing Ad in this
newspaper generates

income for your business
and the community.

Thank you.
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713-266-3444

*No passes on these movies ** No passes accepted for 3D movies. ID Required for R rated movies.
*New Releases, no passes accepted for the first two weeks ***Sorry No Passes             CLOSED CAPTION

**Policy prohibits admission of ANY child 6 or under to any R-rated movie after 6p. NO EXCEPTIONS.

PRICES: Early Bird Special - First Show Mon-Fri: $4.75
Children & Seniors $5.50 • Matinee $5.50 all shows before 6 p

General Admission $7.50 • 3D additional $2
Major Credit Cards Accepted  BOX OFFICE OPENS AT 11:30 A.M.

GREENSPOINT MALL 12300 North Freeway #400 Houston, TX 77060
Movie Hotline: 281-873-8888 • Theater 281-874-1141 • www.pccmovies.com

MOVIES have Stadium Seating &
Closed Caption & Audio Description

Opens THURSDAY, March 12
* I STILL BELIEVE (PG) 7:00p 9:50p
* MY SPY (PG13)  6:00p  8:30p
* THE HUNT (NR)  7:00p  9:20p

FRIDAY–WEDNESDAY 3/6-3/11

* BENEATH US (R)  12:30pm, 2:30pm
* BENEATH US (R)   4:30pm, 7:30pm,
9:30pm   Closed Caption
* ONWARD (PG)
12:00pm, 6:00pm, 8:30p
Spanish Dubbed, CC
* ONWARD (PG) -
12:30pm, 6:30pm, 9:00pm
* ONWARD in RealD 3D (PG)
3:00pm   Spanish Dubbed, CC
* ONWARD in RealD 3D (PG)
3:30pm
* THE WAY BACK (R)
12:00pm, 3:00pm, 6:00pm, 9:00pm
THE INVISIBLE MAN (R)
12:00pm, 12:15pm, 2:45pm, 3:00pm,
5:30pm, 6:00pm, 8:30pm, 9:00pm
Closed Caption
BRAHMS: THE BOY II (PG-13)
12:10pm, 2:30pm, 4:40pm, 7:00pm,
9:20pm
THE CALL OF THE WILD (PG)
12:00pm, 2:20pm, 4:40pm, 7:00pm,
9:30pm

THE CALL OF THE WILD (PG)
12:30pm, 2:45pm, 5:00pm, 7:05pm,
9:20pm
Closed Caption; Spanish Dubbed
MY BOYFRIEND’S MEDS (Las pildo-
ras de mi novio) (R)   12:00pm,
2:30pm, 4:50pm, 7:10pm, 9:30pm
SONIC THE HEDGEHOG (PG)
12:00pm, 2:25pm, 4:45pm, 7:10pm,
9:30pm   Spanish Dubbed
SONIC THE HEDGEHOG (PG)
12:15pm, 2:40pm, 5:00pm, 7:20pm,
9:40pm   Closed Caption
Harley Quinn: BIRDS OF PREY (R)
12:00pm, 6:00pm  Spanish Dubbed
Harley Quinn: BIRDS OF PREY (R)
3:00pm, 9:00pm
BAD BOYS FOR LIFE (R)
3:00pm, 9:00pm   Spanish Dubbed
BAD BOYS FOR LIFE (R)
3:00pm, 8:30pm   Closed Caption
BAD BOYS FOR LIFE (R)
12:15pm, 5:45pm
BAD BOYS FOR LIFE (R)
12:00pm, 6:00pm
Closed Caption; Spanish Dubbed
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The East Aldine com-
munity held a Kite Festi-
val last Saturday, at the
Town Center. Meant to set
a tradition for the commu-
nity, the East Aldine Dis-
trict promoted the event
with the help of sponsors.

Families, friends and
neighbors first met on the
BakerRipley courtyard for
a Zumba performance, and
then enjoyed kite making,
kite flying, games, face
painting, raffles, moon
walks, and food from food
trucks.

A great tradition of fun
and neighborhood that the
East Aldine community
can look forward to again.

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:
• Primary Election
Results, page 2
 • Aldine & LSC - a
great pair, page 2
• East Aldine
District
Groundbreaking,
page 2

Kite Festival...

Kite Flying Photos pages 1 & 5

Children and adults made their kites, and then
colored them with bright designs. Some also
brought their own.

A proud young kite flyer demonstrtates his artwork on his
kite, and his skill in flying it low (and later higher up in
the sky). A few ended up in the trees and water.
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Primary Election
hits incumbents
By Lewis Spearman

HOUSTON – The pri-
mary election brought a
number of surprises on the
Democratic ticket. County
Attorney Vince Ryan was
defeated by challenger
Chris Menefee. Ryan could
only muster 25% of the
votes, and Menefee avoid-
ed a run-off with 50.45%.

Several other upsets oc-
cured, with Pct. 2 Consta-
ble Chris Diaz facing a
run-off with Jerry Garcia,
and Pct. 3 Constable Sher-
man Eagleton in a run-off
with Ken Jones, his former
boss. Diaz had only 34.7%
of the vote, Garcia got 39%.
Eagleton received 47.44%,
Ken Jones got 16%.

In the Presidential race
in Texas, Donald Trump
commanded 93.94% of Re-

publican votes, Joe Biden
took 33.6% Democrat
votes, Bernie Sanders 30%
Mike Bloomberg had
14.7% and Elizabeth War-
ren also ran for 11.6%.

In the race for the Sen-
ate John Cornyn had just
76% of Republicans. Dem-
ocratic candidates Mary
“M.J.” Hegar had 23.12%
and Royce West got 14%
and will head to a run-off.

In the battle for Sheriff
of Harris County Demo-
crat incumbent Ed Gonza-
les got 72.61% of the votes.

Democrat Kim Ogg kept
her seat as District Attor-
ney with 55%.

State Representative
Briscoe Cain with 79%
took Robert Hoskins’s re-
tirement plans to the
woodshed with 20.6%.
Mary Williams will chal-

Ryan out; Constable Diaz, Eagleton in Run-offs
lenge him as a Democrat
with 72% in District 128.

US District 36 saw Con-
gressman Brian Babin win
with 86% over J.R. Boat-
man with 13%. Babin will
run against Democrat
Rashad Lewis.

Railroad Commission-
ers were most in play in
the late hours: Democrats
Roberto (Beto) Alonzo had
29% against Chrtysta Cas-
taneda with 33% while
Republicans Ryan Sitton
had 67% over Jim Wright.

The League of Women
Voters said that the turn-
out was quite heavy for a
Primary. Long lines were
the result at many polling
places, and TSU reported
that some voters did not to
cast their ballot until after
midnight.

Perhaps it was kismet
when Lone Star College,
then just North Harris
County College, opened in
the early seventies with
Dr. W.W. Thorne as the first
President. Thorne was the
former Superintendent of
Aldine ISD and since the
very beginning, the two
educational institutions
have formed a close part-
nership that now sends
many AISD students to
LSC every year.

“More than 30 years
ago, a group of community
members and Aldine ISD
administrators founded a
non-profit organization,
the Aldine Scholarship
Foundation (ASF). ASF
raised private funds to
send AISD graduates to
Lone Star College.” said
Sheleah Reed, Chief Com-
munications Officer for Al-
dine ISD. To date, the
collective endowments now
total close to $2 million.

“Aldine ISD strongly
values its long-standing
partnership with Lone
Star College in providing
college scholarships to Al-
dine ISD seniors. For 30
years, Aldine ISD and Lone
Star College have provid-
ed Aldine ISD students
with the opportunity to
begin their college careers.
Many of the students who
have received scholarships
have been the first in their
families to attend college.”
Reed said.

Aldine Education Foun-
dation and Lone Star Col-
lege Foundation have the
shared goal of supporting
student success beyond
Aldine ISD classrooms.
Both organizations seek to
connect donors' gifts to
those students who need
financial assistance to pur-
sue their education beyond

Aldine ISD and Lone Star
College make a great pair

high school.
Every year, ASF endow-

ments generate 130 schol-
arships annually for
Aldine ISD graduates now
attending Lone Star Col-
lege with many attending
LSC-North Harris and
East Aldine Center.

“Our unique partner-
ship means we work close-
ly together to manage the
application and award pro-
cess of the funds held at
Lone Star College Founda-
tion specifically for Aldine
ISD students to attend
Lone Star,” says Michele
McGovern, Director, Aldine
Education Foundation. “In
addition to the benefits
this provides for our grad-
uates, there are communi-
ty benefits to keeping some
of our best and brightest
close to home.”

Nicole Robinson Gauth-
ier, Executive Director,
LSC Foundation says, “this
partnership is a great ex-
ample of the LSC Founda-
tion mission in action, part
of which is changing lives
through relationship

TCEQ Holding Union Pacific
Responsible for Creosote Site

Senator Miles announces

building. With the same
goals in mind, the Founda-
tion and AISD are poised
to continue great work for
our students and the com-
munity. It is an honor to
partner with our Aldine
friends!”

The partnership isn’t
limited to scholarships, as
the newly opened East Al-
dine Center shows. Opened
in 2019, the center allows
even more access for the
Aldine community to aca-
demic courses as well as
workforce training pro-
grams in high demand
fields. Also on site is Aldi-
ne ISD’s Rose M. Avalos
Pathways in Technology
Early College High School
where high school students
earn their diploma and col-
lege credit hours simulta-
neously.

If you are interested in
supporting student schol-
arships at Lone Star Col-
lege, please contact the
Foundation at
832.813.6636 or email
foundation@lonestar.edu
for more information.

Aldine ISD’s Superintendent congratulates student as
he receives gratuation diploma.

Senator Miles An-
nounced TCEQ Holding
Union Pacific Responsible
for Creosote Site

Senator Borris Miles
announced the Texas En-
vironmental Quality would
be holding Union Pacific’s
feet to the fire regarding
the site, formerly known as
the Houston Wood Preserv-
ing Works, which used cre-
osote, a substance
described the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency as a
probably cancer-causing
substance, to preserve the
wood.

“Since before this facili-
ty ended operations
in1985, nearby residents
and former employees be-
gan complaining about a
severe decline in their
health and cancer diag-
noses related to the site,
now owned by Union Pacif-
ic,” said Senator Miles. “It
brings me great pleasure
to inform this community
that the State of Texas is
NOT going to allow Union
Pacific to ignore this site
that has been plaguing the
Fifth Ward and Kashmere
Gardens for over three de-
cades.”

The Texas Commission
on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ) joined Senator
Miles, announcing they
would be mandating the
Union Pacific to submit a
revised permit renewal

and cleanup plan by Au-
gust 31, 2020. TCEQ offi-
cials also assured the
Senator and community
that Union Pacific would
be held accountable to
meet all permitting re-
quirements and continue
to make progress on clean-
ing the site.

Upon being elected,
Senator Miles first learned
about the site and began
meeting with the commu-
nity and Union Pacific of-
ficials. After reviewing
Union Pacific’s original
cleanup plan, and deeming
it unacceptable, he sent a
letter to the TCEQ voicing
opposition and requesting
a public meeting.

“We are grateful Sena-
tor Miles and other elect-

ed officials have listened
and prioritized the needs
of the community,” said
Kathy Blueford-Daniels,
Fifth Ward native and
community activist. “We
look forward to working
together as we finally get
this site cleaned and end
the destruction it has done
to our neighborhoods.”

“Today is our first victo-
ry, and we should celebrate
it. But there is still more
work to be done to rid this
area of what I deem, envi-
ronmental racism. This
will not bring back the
lives lost, or heal those who
are still fighting for tomor-
row, but it is the first step
of ridding our community
of this environmental haz-
ard,” said Senator Miles.

Senator Borris Miles makes announcement of TCEQ action, with Mayor Turner
and Kathy Blueford-Daniels, at the site of the Creasote shop in the background.

Mayor Turner commends Senator Miles for his
initiative in the Creosote cancer cluster concerns.

AEF/ASF/LSCF scholarships
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8 tips for avoiding
credit card debt

(StatePoint) Americans’
credit card debt totaled
$930 billion in the fourth
quarter of 2019, a $46 bil-
lion increase over the third
quarter, according to re-
cent data from the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York.
At the same time, the pro-
portion of borrowers whose
credit card payments were
90 days late or later in-
creased to the highest per-
centage recorded in almost
eight years.

Credit cards come with
a certain amount of risk,
and growing debt can
cause problems ranging
from stress and depression
to a poor credit score and
reduced retirement sav-
ings. But when used wise-
ly, credit cards can be a
helpful tool for managing
personal finances and
building credit.

Here are eight tips for
staying out of credit card
trouble:

1. Create and stick to a
budget. This will help en-
sure you are not spending
more money on your cred-
it cards than you can pay
off at the end of every
month.

2. Remember that your
credit limit is not money in

the bank. When you pay
with a card, you must have
money available elsewhere
to pay for the purchase.

3. Sign up to receive text
alerts whenever your cred-
it card is swiped. These
alerts will help you moni-
tor how frequently you use
your card and remind you
that, while not immediate,
money is being spent.

4. Keep your credit card
bills organized, be aware of
payment due dates and
maintain regular payment
schedules to avoid balloon-
ing debt, and protect or
even improve your credit
score.

5. Set up automatic
credit card payments from
your bank account so you’ll
never be late. If you’re not
sure you’ll always have
enough to pay in full, set
an automatic payment for
the minimum amount due,
which will also remind you
to pay the bill in total. You
might even consider pay-
ing your bill every two
weeks to keep closer tabs
on your spending.

6. If you need help min-
imizing your credit card
use, consider contacting a
credit bureau to freeze
your credit. You can even

freeze your credit via
smartphone apps. You can
always deactivate the
freeze when you truly need
to use credit for a big pur-
chase or in an emergency.

7. Delete your saved
credit card information
from accounts with mer-
chants such as iTunes or
Amazon. Taking the time
to enter payment informa-
tion manually means more
time to consider a pur-
chase before completing
your order, which can re-
duce the likelihood of over-
spending.

8. Consider keeping
your credit cards in a se-
cure location that is not
your wallet. If you do not
carry your credit cards
around with you, you are
less likely to use them.

A Certified Financial
Planner (CFP) profession-
al can help you manage
your spending without ac-
cumulating credit card
debt. To find a CFP profes-
sional near you, visit
www.letsmakeaplan.org.

By sticking with a bud-
get and staying on top of
bill payments, you can
avoid the stress and finan-
cial consequences of credit
card debt.

(AUSTIN) — Texas
Comptroller Glenn Hegar
today said state sales tax
revenue totaled $2.89 bil-
lion in February, 3.5 per-
cent more than in
February 2019.

“Growth in state sales
tax revenue was led by re-
ceipts from the retail trade
and information services
sectors, while receipts from
the construction sector
were down from a year
ago,” Hegar said. “Growth
in tax receipts from retail
trade was slightly boosted
by collections from online

marketplace providers and
remote sellers.”

The majority of Febru-
ary sales tax revenue is
based on sales made in
January and remitted to
the agency in February.
Total sales tax revenue for
the three months ending in
February 2020 was up 5.7
percent compared to the
same period a year ago.
Sales tax is the largest
source of state funding for
the state budget, account-
ing for 57 percent of all tax
collections.

In February 2020, Tex-

as collected the following
revenue from other major
taxes:

- motor vehicle sales and
rental taxes — $428.9 mil-
lion, up 2.1 percent from
February 2019;

- motor fuel taxes —
$301.2 million, up 0.6 per-
cent from February 2019;

- natural gas production
taxes — $136.4 million,
down 16.7 percent from
February 2019; and

-  oil production taxes —
$371.8 million, up 38.5 per-
cent from February 2019.

State Sales Tax Revenue
Totaled $2.9 Billion in February

with mild symptoms,
health officials stated.

Judge Lina Hidalgo
mentioned at a press con-
ference last Thursday that
there is no evidence yet of
any community spread of
the coronavirus.

"All the cases in the
Houston area have inter-
national travel in common
and we've been actively
monitoring these individu-
als since they were identi-
fied as being at-risk,"
Houston Mayor Sylvester
Turner said. "I encourage
Houstonians to limit inter-
national travel for the time
being and heed the advice
of public health officials
about healthy hygiene
habits. If you are feeling
sick, stay at home. But do
not be paralyzed by fear."

The health department
has launched an investiga-
tion to identify any poten-
tial contacts exposed to the
virus. The department will
provide close contacts
guidance about the virus
and monitor them for the
development of symptoms.

“We expect to see more
cases in coming days as we
receive test results,” said
Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo.

The fifth “patient knew
to monitor for symptoms
and quickly sought medi-
cal care when he started
feeling ill” said Dr. David
Persse, local health author-
ity for the Houston Health
Department. "His quick
action and the response of
the public health system
signifies that the potential
for public exposure in
Houston is minimal.”

People who recently re-
turned to the United
States from a coronavirus
outbreak area need to
monitor for fever, cough
and difficulty breathing for
at least 14 days and seek
medical care right away if
they develop symptoms.
Before going to a doctor’s
office or emergency room,
symptomatic people with a
travel history to a coro-
navirus outbreak area
must call ahead to tell the
healthcare professionals
about their recent travel
and symptoms.

If they recommend test-
ing, go as soon as possible
to protect yourself and
those around you. Testing
is confidential. HCPH does
not release information
about suspected cases to
encourage people to get
tested and many people
test negative.

If a person has not been
around anyone with coro-
novirus or has not visited
an ongoing coronavirus
outbreak area, they are not
at risk.

Human coronaviruses
most commonly spread
from an infected person to
others through:

- Respiratory droplets
released into the air by
coughing and sneezing;

- Close personal contact,
such as touching or shak-
ing hands;

- Touching an object or
surface with the virus on
it, then touching your
mouth, nose, or eyes before
washing your hands;

WHAT SHOULD
PEOPLE DO?

Residents should go
about their daily lives, but
practice every day preven-
tative measures to avoid
the spread of respiratory
viruses:

  • Avoid close contact
with people who are sick.

  • Avoid touching your
eyes, nose, and mouth with
unwashed hands.

  •  Stay home when you
are sick.

  • Cover your cough or
sneeze with a tissue, then
throw the tissue in the
trash. If you do not have a
tissue, use the elbow of
your sleeve.

  • Clean and disinfect
frequently touched objects
and surfaces using a regu-
lar household cleaning
product.

  • Wash your hands of-
ten with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds, es-
pecially after going to the
bathroom; before eating;
and after blowing your
nose, coughing, or sneez-
ing.

  • If soap and water are
not readily available, use
an alcohol-based hand san-
itizer that contains 60%–

95% alcohol.

CDC FACEMASK
RECOMMENDATIONS:

CDC does not recom-
mend that people who are
well wear a facemask to
protect themselves from
respiratory viruses, includ-
ing COVID-19.  Facemasks
should be used by people
who show symptoms of
Coronavirus Disease 2019,
to protect others from the
risk of getting infected.
The use of facemasks is
also crucial for health
workers and people who
are taking care of someone
in a close setting (at home
or in a health care facili-
ty).

Call your healthcare
professional if you feel sick
with fever, cough, or diffi-
culty breathing, and have
been in close contact with
a person known to have
COVID-19, or if you live in
or have recently traveled
from an area with ongoing
spread of COVID-19.

There is no need to go
the emergency room unless
you have a medical emer-
gency. Emergency rooms
need to be able to serve
those with the most criti-
cal needs.

Stay informed by visit-
ing Ready Harris website
www.readyharris.org, Har-
ris County Public Health
website www.hcphtx.org/
nCov and social media
channels @readyharris
@hcphtx.

ORIGIN OF
CORONAVIRUS

COVID-19 is a respira-
tory disease that first
emerged in China and has
now spread to many coun-
tries, including the U.S.
While HCPH understands
our residents will be con-
cerned, we also know that
more than 80% of people
who have become infected
only experience mild to
moderate symptoms and
fully recover. Symptoms
include fever, cough and
shortness of breath. People
at higher risk for serious
complications are the eld-
erly and those with under-
lying health conditions.

Coronavirus in Harris
County,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Judge Linda Hilda, Mayor Sylvester Turner in a meeting last Thursday with Harris
County Public Health officials to talk about measures to be taken to contain the
spread of coronavirus in Houston and Harris County.

A couple was killed in a
6-vehicle crash after
speeding in a Dodge Chal-
lenger last Sunday night in
northwest Harris County,
officials say.

The crash happened
around 7:25 p.m. in the
2900 block of W. Mount
Houston.

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez
said the driver, identified
as Juan Molina, and his
passenger, Yisel Rucoba,
were in an orange 2017
Challenger speeding in an
eastbound lane of W.
Mount Houston when the
Challenger changed lanes
unsafely. It was hit by driv-
er Lamberto Vazquez, who
was heading eastbound in
a gray 2016 Chrysler 200.

Couple speeding killed in
6-vehicle crash

When Vazquez hit the
Challenger, it spun into on-
coming traffic, creating a
chain-reaction crash.

The Challenger was
then hit by a maroon 2008
Honda Accord going west-
bound on W. Mount Hous-
ton. A man named Joseph
Farrell was in the maroon
Accord, which rotated
clockwise and was hit by a
white Honda Accord carry-
ing Ut-Em Pham and his
passenger Hue Tran.

Saul Torres and his 12-
year-old child were also
traveling westbound in a
black 2006 Chrysler 300
while driver Sarahi Ramos
was in a black 2007 Nissan
Xterra behind them.

Farrell’s car continued

spinning clockwise and
was hit once by Ramos in
the Xterra. Authorities say
that as the Xterra hit Far-
rell’s car, it also hit the
Challenger, which spun
again before being hit by
Torres’ vehicle.

Torres and his child had
to be cut out of their car.
They were taken with se-
rious injuries to Memorial
Hermann Hospital in the
Texas Medical Center.

Molina and Rucoba died
at the scene. Deputies be-
lieve the couple was mar-
ried.

The Vehicular Crimes
Division of the Harris
County Sheriff ’s Office is
investigating.

A shotgun, pistol, AK-
47 and 23.20 grams
of cocaine were
confiscated after
Harris County Sheriff’s
Office deputies heard
several gunshots in
the area of Aldine
Wesfield and Hopper.
4 adults were also
arrested on Friday,
February 28, 2020.

Deputies confiscate shotguns,
arrest 4 people in Aldine area

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it Clean
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

AUSTIN — As the
worldwide threat of nov-
el coronavirus increased,
state agencies already
were working together to
ensure the health and
safety of all Texans, Gov.
Greg Abbott said Feb. 27.

After a briefing from
state and federal health
officials on coronavirus
(COVID-19), Abbott pro-
vided an update on steps
the state is taking. He
said the Department of
State Health Services has
activated the State Med-
ical Operations Center to
serve as a touchpoint for
any requests from local
entities. The center also
ensures consistent collec-
tion, tracking and report-
ing of public health
activities and data.

Also, DSHS is prepar-
ing state laboratories
with testing capabilities
for the novel coronavirus
and is updating public
health response plans in
the event of the spread of
the virus. Abbott said
multi-level and multi-
agency coordination and
communication efforts
are practiced daily to en-
sure up-to-date informa-
tion is flowing between
federal, state and local
partners.

Furthermore, DSHS is
coordinating with the
Texas Department of
Emergency Management,
Texas Hospital Associa-
tion, Texas Medical Asso-
ciation and state
university systems to pro-
vide educational materi-
als and the latest
developments in research
and treatment methods
for the virus.

And, relevant agencies
will implement disinfect-
ing measures at places
such as driver license of-
fices and schools and en-
sure that high-risk
populations such as those
in day-care centers, nurs-

 Governor gives
update on actions to
combat coronavirus

ing homes, assisted liv-
ing associations and
health-care facilities are
prepared and properly
cared for, Abbott said.

Meanwhile, the U.S.
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention has
confirmed multiple cases
of COVID-19 in people
under federal quarantine
at Joint Base San Anto-
nio-Lackland. The first
was a traveler who re-
turned on a U.S. State
Department-chartered
flight from Wuhan City,
China. The others re-
turned on a State De-
partment flight for
passengers from the Di-
amond Princess cruise
ship quarantined in
Yokohama, Japan. The
individuals will remain
isolated at medical facil-
ities until they test neg-
ative for the virus and
are no longer at risk of
spreading it. The CDC
has the latest informa-
tion on the number of
people under quarantine
who are infected and is
updating its national
numbers each Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.

New cards being
issued

The Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety on
Feb. 27 announced that it
is now issuing rede-
signed, tamper-resistant
Texas driver's licenses,
identification cards and
license-to-carry cards.

The cards have a new
look with an updated de-
sign and enhanced secu-
rity features. The driver's
license and ID cards also
have visible and discrete
identifiers on the front.

The DPS said that pre-
viously issued driver's li-
censes are still valid
until the expiration date
listed on the card and,
beginning Oct. 1, travel-
ers will need a valid
passport, U.S. military
ID or a REAL ID compli-
ant driver's license (one
with the gold star) to
travel on commercial air-
lines or enter federal fa-
cilities.

Paxton welcomes
ruling

Texas Attorney Gener-
al Ken Paxton_on Feb. 26
applauded a federal dis-
trict court ruling holding
that a 1998 comprehen-
sive settlement agree-
ment with R.J. Reynolds
Tobacco Company and
other tobacco companies
stands and the agreed
payments to the state for
smoking-related health-
care costs must be en-
forced.

The U.S District Court
for the Eastern District of
Texas rejected Reynolds’
argument that selling ac-
quired brands included in
the settlement nullified
its obligation to Texas tax-
payers, declaring that
“Reynolds remains as lia-
ble today as it was when
it entered into the Texas
Settlement in 1998.”

“I applaud the court for
holding tobacco compa-
nies accountable to the
terms of the settlement to
which they agreed. Texas
taxpayers are owed sub-
stantial back payments
and we will not allow any
company to shirk their
obligations to the people
of this state,” said Paxton.
“No matter how large the
company or how long the
fight, my office will con-
tinue to fight for the com-
pensation that taxpayers
are owed.”

Vaping case count:
250

The Department of
State Health Services on
Feb. 25 reported some 250
Texas cases of severe lung
disease in people who
used e-cigarettes before
developing symptoms.
Four of them have died.

Patients range in age
from 13 to 75 years old
with a median age of 22
years. About one-quarter
of the people affected in
Texas are minors. Three-
quarters are male and
nine in 10 report vaping
THC or marijuana possi-
bly in conjunction with
other substances. Almost
all patients were hospital-
ized and the DSHS said
many required intensive
care.

“Push-Ups
with Bob”

Bob suggested we all do
push-ups.

I guess I should mention
that I don’t know Bob. Peter,
my husband, knew Bob in high
school. To be perfectly honest,
I’m not sure Peter and Bob
were even close pals in high
school. But Bob sent me a
Facebook friend request
shortly after he became
Facebook friends with Peter
and, even though I don’t know
Bob, I accepted. Then Bob
challenged me to do push-ups.

“Join me in the push-up
challenge!” Bob said.

I was delighted that I been
invited. I love the idea of a
personal trainer—although I
am far too cheap to hire one.
Here was Bob, offering to
provide encouragement and
support and that’s important,
especially as we get older. A
person can coast through their
thirties and forties without a
care and then one day, you flap
your arms in the mirror and
discover you look like a bat. It’s
not good.

Now here was Bob, offering
to save me from my bat wings.
I was delighted.

Looking back on it now, I’m
not sure Bob really intended for
me to take up his challenge. I
suspect he was thinking that
other friends—friends he
actually knew—might be
inspired to start doing push-ups
with him every day. But I
appreciate when someone
challenges me to try something
new. So, when Bob suggested
that we should all start doing
push-ups, I started doing push-
ups.

I wasn’t very good at first.
But the nice thing about

having a long-distance coach is
that Bob was not very
demanding. I figured if I added
one push-up every other day
the days would add up—and
they did.

“I’m still doing push-ups!” I
reported to my new friend, Bob,
with some regularity. Bob didn’t
write back but I like to think he
nodded approvingly.

Then, I stopped.
I got busy and preoccupied

and I let one day go and then
another and soon it had been a
week and, before long, it had
been a month and I’d not done
a single push-up. I could hardly
look Bob in the face—except
that I didn’t have to, as I
mentioned, because I don’t
actually know Bob. Still, I felt
bad.

Today I was sitting and
thinking of how things were
going in my life—sort of taking
an inventory, the way I like to
do from time to time. I have a
book halfway finished and that
makes me happy. I’ve been
eating more or less healthy—
although Peter has been on a
cookie-baking binge and
having freshly baked cookies in
the house is a hazard. But
overall, I thought things were
going pretty well until I
remembered the push-ups—
and Bob.

“I haven’t reported to Bob in
ages!” I thought. And it was
true. I had ditched my personal
trainer and I was not feeling
good about it.

So, today I came clean and
wrote to Bob.

“Hey Bob! I stopped doing
push-ups and felt terrible, but
I’ve started again!” I wrote. And
then I added, “Thank you for
your inspiration.”

I knew Bob probably didn’t
remember who I was, and
that’s okay.

Almost every day someone
gives me a lift, inspires me to
do a little better, and I’m not
very good at letting them know.
So, I wanted Bob to know that
he helped me do something
that makes me feel better and I
was grateful.

Imagine my surprise when I
got a message from Bob.
“Thanks for the kind words!” he
said.

Now I definitely can’t slack
again.

My arms are killing me.
Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir is
called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn more
at CarrieClasson.com.

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty: My
husband is 70 and has
been taking Social
Security for several
years. His benefit is
$2,100 per month. I am
60 and will turn 61 in
March. I have very little
built up and my expect-
ed SS benefit at my full
retirement age is $1163
and $829 if I choose to
take it at age 62. We are
comfortable with our
current income, but the
benefit at 62 is enticing.
I want to know how
taking it at 62 would
affect my situation if my
husband predeceases
me. Would I then be able
to exchange my benefits
for his? Please advise.
Signed: Planning Ahead.

Dear Planning:
Taking your own SS
benefit early (before
your full retirement age)
won’t affect the amount
of your survivor benefit
should your husband
predecease you. The
only thing that would
affect your survivor
benefit is the age at
which you claim it. So
yes, you could claim
your own benefit first
and then switch to your
survivor benefit later
without hurting your
eventual survivor
benefit. If you have
reached your full
retirement age (FRA)
when your husband
passes, your survivor
benefit will be 100% of
the amount your hus-
band is receiving at his
death, instead of your
own smaller benefit. But
if you take the survivor
benefit before your FRA,
it will be actuarially
reduced according to the
number of months prior
to FRA it is claimed. To
be clear, if your husband
were to pass before you
reached FRA, you have
the option to wait until
your FRA to claim the
survivor benefit (so you
can get 100% of his
benefit). In other words,
you could continue to
collect your own benefit
until your survivor
benefit reached 100% at
your FRA (a survivor
benefit reaches maxi-
mum at FRA).

Be aware, though,
that there is another
consideration if you
claim your own SS
benefit before you reach
your full retirement age.
If you are still working
and claim your benefit
before your FRA, you’ll
be subject to Social

Security’s “earnings
limit” which, if exceed-
ed, will cause SS to take
back future benefits
equal to 50% of the
amount you exceeded
the limit by (the 2020
limit is $18,240, but it
changes annually). If
you have substantial
earnings from working,
that could mean you will
go some number of
months without benefits
(depending upon your
earnings level). In the
year you reach your FRA
(but prior to your FRA)
the earnings limit goes
up by 2.6 times and the
penalty is less, and once
you reach your FRA
there is no longer an
earnings limit. But, I
want to make sure
you’re aware that
collecting early and
exceeding the earnings
limit will affect your
benefits. If you go
months without benefits
because you exceeded
the earnings limit, SS
will give you time credit
for those months when
you reach your FRA,
which will result in a
small increase in your
own SS benefit at that
time.

But the bottom line is
that collecting your own
Social Security benefit
early will not affect your
eventual survivor
benefit. Only the age at
which you claim it, if
earlier than your FRA,
will affect the amount of
your survivor benefit.
And, by the way, your
FRA as a widow is 4
months less than your
normal FRA because SS
takes 2 years off of your
birth year to determine
your “widow’s FRA.”

This article is intend-
ed for information
purposes only and does
not represent legal or
financial guidance. It
presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the AMAC Foundation’s
staff, trained and
accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security
Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a
question, visit our
website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-
security-advisory) or
email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Ask Rusty – Will Taking
My Benefit Early Affect
My Widow Benefit?
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KITE FESTIVAL
East Aldine Town Center

Hundreds of children and
adults turned out for the
East Aldine Kite Festival
at Town Center. They
s p e n t  s e v e r a l  h o u r s
enjoying the kite making
tables, food trucks, and
kite flying. Also kids could
enjoy face painting, moon
walks, and games. There
was also a raffle for
everyone.

Sponsors had tables and
t e n t s  s e t  u p  f o r
information, give-aways,
and  games .  Sponsors
inc luded East  A ld ine
District, Harris County
Sheriff’s Office, Lone
Star College- East Aldine
Campus, BakerRipley, Hope
Clinic, Avolos P-Tech high
school, Aldine ISD, WIC,
and  Bond ing  Aga i nst
Adversity.

Kite Festival photos by
Northeast News/Julieta
Paita, and ev1pro courtesy
o f  t h e  E a s t  A l d i n e
District.

Kids enjoyed Moon Walks and games as well as the Kite
Flying

A successful flight by one of the participants. The wind
and sun were good all day.

Sponsors included the Harris County Sheriff’s Office,
with gifts and information for kids and families.

The grass berms, walking trails, and the detention pond
were a perfect spot for flying kites.

Several hundred families and kids spread out over the
new landscaping at the Town Center.

East Aldine District had a tent with gifts, and a raffle.
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.
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DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS:
SGT 2000 Motor
Freight Inc. Company
Earn Up To $.45 p/
mile. O/O Earn Up To
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E. Sign On Bo-
nus $5000*
Company – Owner
Operators
713-674-2076
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

DRIVER NEEDED
Part Tiime

Must know Houston
Light Cleaning &

Deliveries
281-449-9090

Frugal FrogFrugal Frog
MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE

L I F E S T Y L E

Flu Tips to Stay Safe
From Coronavirus---

We can't turn on the news now without hearing about
the new virus that's sweeping the world. Coronavirus,
now called COVID-19, is a serious virus that came out
of China. At this point the virus has spread to more than
30 countries and there have been over 2,800 deaths.

Protecting ourselves from COVID-19 is much like how
we avoid the seasonal winter flu that's now in high num-
bers in every state. Guidance from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention is mostly common sense,
but every step is important:

* Wash your hands frequently. Use warm water and
soap and wash for a minimum of 20 seconds. Try sing-
ing "Happy Birthday" to mark the time.

* Keep your hands away from your face, even if you've
just washed your hands.

Stand Downs Offer Help
for Homeless Veterans---

Do you need Stand Down services? Or
are you willing to help create successful
events for homeless veterans? Even
though parts of the country aren't quite
out of winter weather, annual Stand
Downs are gearing up. As spring and
summer fully arrive, the number of
events will increase.

Stand Downs, which last from one to
three days, provide a long list of servic-
es, all in one location. Legal assistance,
haircuts, personal care supplies, counsel-
ing on Department of Veterans Affairs
benefits, clothing, information about
housing, dental screenings ... they offer
all this, usually right at one of the VA
facilities across the country. Counseling
is available as well for mental health
concerns, plus substance abuse, health

* Cover your mouth and nose with
a tissue when you cough or sneeze,
and then throw away the tissue.

* Disinfect surfaces in your envi-
ronment frequently, such as counter-
tops and doorknobs.

* When you go out, take a pack of
antiseptic wipes to wet down grocery
cart handles. If you don't have those,
put hand sanitizer on your palms
and wet the cart handle.

* Never share cups or plates or
anything else with those who are
sick.

* If you have to be out in public,
keep your distance. Stay at least 6
feet away from others. For now, avoid
shaking hands.

* If you feel sick, don't rush to the
doctor. Call first and explain your
symptoms. If they want you to come
in, there might be a special entrance
for you to use to keep from spread-
ing germs to others.Stay healthy this
winter. Get enough sleep, eat well
and keep your stress down. All of
those affect your immune system.
And if you haven't had a flu shot, get
one now.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

care information and referrals, and much
more.

Perhaps you don't need the services
but can offer your help instead, especial-
ly if you're a member of a veterans' group.
Great. Contact organizers in your area
and volunteer. They'll need drivers, set
up, donations of personal care items, you
name it. Ask what you can do.

If you plan to go to a Stand Down to
access services, bring your DD-214 or its
equivalent, plus your VA medical card if
you have one. If you need a way to get
there, sign up for transportation in ad-
vance.

If you need housing services, or if you
are homeless now and there is no Stand
Down coming up in your area, contact
National Coalition for Homeless Veter-
ans [www.nchv.org] at 1-877-424-3838. If
you have a housing emergency (you're
about to be homeless), you can call 24/7.
Visit its website and look through the
drop-down menu across the top.

To see the list of Stand Downs in your
area, go to www.va.gov/homeless/
events.asp and scroll down the page.
You'll see the location, as well as two con-
tacts with email and phone numbers for
each one.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it Clean
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SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

TREE SERVICE

C H U R C H    P A G E

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392

RECENT DEATHS

Geraldine Douglas
Dorris M. Wilson
Shirley Ann Harris
Bonifacio Villa Cortes

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

RENT/LEASE

1 BEDROOOM,
1 bath, all bills paid.
$200/week + $300
deposit. Ready to
move in.
2131 Cromwell St.,
Houston, TX 77093.
Call 713-882-5709

              7-2

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

          Mariana Sanchez, Director
          Call: 281-799-9076 or 832-650-4360
          Text: 832-906.4214
          marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print
Newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

Petra Rodriguez Vasquez
Floyd Wayne Phillips
Ira B. Franklin
Geraldine Douglass

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey---

1. Is the book of Leviticus in
the Old or New Testament or
neither?

2. About whom did Jesus say,
"For they love to pray standing in
the synagogues and on the
street corners to be seen by
men"? Physicians, Hypocrites,
Sadducees, Adamites

3. From Genesis 29, what
childless woman was jealous of
her sister's fertility? Candace,

Abigail, Rachel, Herodias
4. In what book do we find the

story of Samson and Delilah?
Judges, Numbers, Exodus, 1
John

5. From Genesis 39, whose
wife tried to seduce a handsome
slave? Daniel, Shimei, Potiphar,
Achan

6. In Ruth 3, which farmer
winnowed his barley at night?
Abner, Eleazar, Boaz, Joab

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2)
Hypocrites; 3) Rachel; 4)
Judges; 5) Potiphar; 6) Boaz

www.facebook.com/
NENewsroom

SUBSCRIPTION RATE:
Two Years, PDF to your E-Mail $24.00

Complete the form below, and return
with payment to:

NORTHEAST NEWS
5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057

❑ New   ❑ Renewal   Date____________________

E-MAIL: __________________@________________

Name_____________________________________

Address____________________________________

City ________________ State ________  Zip______

Phone ________________ Birthday ____________

(Optional Information)

Method of Payment: ❑ Check ❑ Credit Card

(Visa,MC,Amex)

Credit Card No:_____________________________

Name__________________  Expiration _________

Security Code_________

✪News
NORTHEAST   BELTWAY 8

How Nice.
A Newspaper

delivered on my
COMPUTER!

Northeast/
Beltway 8 NEWS

NOW AVAILABLE
ELECTRONICALLY!

OBITUARY NOTICES
Can be placed in this newspaper.

Call 713-266-3444 or send information nto
nenewsroom@aol.com.
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Secretary of Education in Aldine,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TxDOT reminds spring
breakers about deadly,
long-term consequences of
drunk driving

HOUSTON – Jamie
Chapman was a 20-year-
old college student when
he made the fateful deci-
sion to drive after drinking
at a party. He slammed
into a tree and suffered a
traumatic brain injury. Al-
though he survived the
crash, it left him physical-
ly debilitated.

“Jamie was no different
than any other college kid.
He loved a good time with
his friends, and he had so
much to look forward to in
the future,” said Katrina
Chapman, Jamie’s mom.
“Jamie’s decision to drive
drunk has affected our en-
tire family’s life, even eight
years later. I hope young
adults will see Jamie’s sto-
ry and make the right de-
cision to find a sober ride.”

The Chapman family is
sharing their story
through TxDOT’s “Plan
While You Can” campaign,
which aims to save lives
and decrease alcohol-relat-
ed crashes. As many col-
lege students enjoy Spring
Break in the coming
weeks, the campaign focus-
es on younger drivers who
may engage in activities
involving alcohol.

During last year’s
Spring Break* in Texas,
there were 417 crashes in-
volving young drivers who
were driving under the in-

Young drivers urged to plan sober
rides ahead of Spring Break

fluence of alcohol. Those
crashes killed 26 people
and seriously injured an-
other 52.

“Drinking and driving is
a dangerous and often
deadly choice that can ruin
the future of a young driv-
er and all those involved in
a crash,” said TxDOT Ex-
ecutive Director James
Bass. “This Spring Break,
be responsible and plan
ahead for a sober ride.”

The “Plan While You
Can” campaign will tour
the state featuring the
“Plan to Win” virtual real-
ity game. The game poses
questions related to drink-
ing and driving, and illus-
trates the consequences of
getting behind the wheel
through an immersive ex-
perience.

Driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol not only
risks death or serious in-
juries, but it can also be
costly. Drivers can face up
to $17,000 in fines and
fees, jail time and loss of
their driver’s license. In-
stead of getting behind the
wheel, here are some alter-
native options:

- Designate a sober driv-
er.

- Contact a cab or ride-
share service.

- Use mass transit.
- Spend the night.
 “Plan While You Can” is

a key component of
#EndTheStreakTX, a
broader social media and
word-of-mouth effort that
encourages drivers to

Ibarra told the deputy sec-
retary that in its first year
of existence, the school
earned an “A” rating from
the Texas Education Agen-
cy. In addition, last year
Blanson students earned
604 industry certifications
and had a 97% attendance
rate.

Ibarra added that Blan-
son CTE offers 17 areas of
study and this year has an
enrollment of 1,264 stu-
dents.

During his time at Blan-
son, Dr. Zais visited four
classrooms/labs, the
school’s collision repair
classroom, its machine
classroom, its audio/video
production classroom and
Emergency Medical Tech-
nician classroom.

At each stop Blanson
students and teachers
demonstrated what they
are teaching and learning
in their respective class-
rooms and answered the

U.S. Deputy Secretary of Education Dr. Mitchell
“Mick” Zais listens as Blanson CTE High School
machine teacher Jay Rankin, left, explains a
student’s project during Dr. Zais’ visit to the
Aldine ISD school on Wednesday, March 4.

U.S. Deputy Secretary of Education Dr. Mitchell “Mick” Zais poses for a photo with Blanson CTE High School
faculty and Aldine ISD board members.

deputy secretary’s ques-
tions.

Following the campus
tour, a panel discussion
was held in the library
with Aldine ISD Trustees,
Blanson students and dis-
trict administrators.

Robert Thomas, AISD’s
program director of career
and business partnerships,
provided an overview of
business partnerships the
district has developed.
Ibarra informed Dr. Zais

that Blanson has 90 busi-
ness partners.

Zais informed the group
that President Trump is a
strong supporter of high
school CTE programs.

“This president is a
huge supporter of CTE pro-
grams,” he said. “We hope
Congress will support the
President’s budget recom-
mendation (to add $900
million in funding to CTE
programs).”

Dr. Zais said CTE stu-

dents are provided with
opportunities to learn
skills and trades that can
result in good paying job
right out of high school and
they are given the chance
to be treated like adults.

“When you start treat-
ing young people like
adults, they start acting
like adults and I’ve seen
that here today,” Dr. Zais
said.

Dr. Zais added he was
impressed with is visit to

Blanson CTE High School.
“I have been very excit-

ed with what I’ve seen here
today,” Dr. Zais said. “The
90 business partners you
have is a testament to the
leadership here and in the
district. This is a very im-
pressive school.”

“This is so encouraging
and uplifting. To the stu-
dents here, I admire what
you are doing and am im-
pressed with your work
ethic,” he said.

make safer choices while
behind the wheel, like
wearing a seat belt, driv-
ing the speed limit and
never driving after drink-
ing or using other drugs.
Nov. 7, 2000 was the last
deathless day on Texas
roadways. #EndTheS-
treakTX asks all Texans to
commit to driving safely to
help end the streak of dai-
ly deaths on Texas road-
ways.

For media inquiries,
contact TxDOT Houston
District Public Informa-
tion Office at (713) 802-
5076.

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it Clean


