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COVID-19
Cases as of
May 16, 2020

14,250 POSITIVE
376 DEATHS

5,475 RECOVERED

47,107 POSITIVE
1,301 DEATHS

25,454 RECOVERED

4,614,135 POSITIVE
310,520 DEATHS

1,668,475 RECOVERED

1,463,350 POSITIVE
88,447 DEATHS

250,747 RECOVERED

TO OUR READERS:
The current Covid-19
Pandemic and other
economic conditions
have caused us to
combine some issues
every two weeks, and to
change distribution to
Pick-up locations. See
page 7 for 50 locations
where you can get a
copy of the Northeast
News, and page 4 for
email subscriptions. We
thank you for your
continued support.

Advertise
local

Your marketing Ad in this
newspaper generates

income for your business
and the community.

Thank you.
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713-266-3444

¡Ya esta
aquí,
el mejor
premio
para su
buen
gusto!
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HARRIS COUNTY — A
memorial funeral service,
and "End of Watch" cere-
mony were held Thursday,
May 14 for Harris County
Deputy Sgt.  Raymond
Scholwinski in Humble.
The service was held at
First Assembly of God on
FM 1960.

Scholwinski, 70, died
last week after battling
COVID-19.

Dozens of officers from
across Texas, as well as
family and friends, came to
honor Scholwinski, a 39-

year veteran of the Sheriff's Office.
It was a somber and moving sight as fel-

low deputies carried his flag-draped casket
into the church.

Friends and family described Scholwinski
as a humble servant and kind, caring human
being who was willing to help anyone.

"That’s who Raymond was: he was pure
gold," said Scholwinski's captain, Mike Kot-
eras with HCSO District 2.

His adult children said his diagnosis and
death from COVID-19 was not in vain.

“The medical staff came to us at the very
end and said, ‘we have learned so much about
his condition that it went on to help so many

See Burial Services, Page 2
Funeral serice ceremony for Sgt. Scholwinski.

It is an incredible
honor to receive top hon-
ors throughout a stu-
d e n t ’ s  e d u c a t i o n a l
journey. The senior with
the highest weighted
grade point average
(GPA) is selected vale-
dictorian and the senior
with the second-highest
weighted GPA is chosen
salutatorian.

Aldine ISD has 18
students in the Class of
2020 who have achieved
valedictorian or saluta-
torian honors. To obtain
this recognition, the stu-
dents had to work excep-
tionally hard, maintain

See Aldine  ISD Top
Students, Page 8

Aldine Senior HS Carver HS Davis Senior HS

Vina Van Tran -
Valedictorian

Diana Alexa Calderon -
Salutatorian

Daphne Michelle Lopez -
Valedictorian

Angel Josue Reyer -
Salutatorian

Christopher Guerrero -
Valedictorian

Karen Perez Lopez -
Salutatorian

MacArthur Senior HS

Jesus A. Ramos -
Valedictorian

Sabrina Prado -
Salutatorian
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HOUSTON (May 12,
2020) – Today marks the
200th anniversary of the
birth of Florence Nightin-
gale, founder of modern
nursing as we know it to-
day. During this time
when health care systems
are being strained as nev-
er before, Lone Star Col-
l e g e  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e
important role nurses play
keeping our community
safe and healthy – and the
pressing need to help train
and staff nurses for the fu-
ture.

”It may surprise people
to learn that community
colleges like Lone Star Col-
lege are the largest produc-
ers of RNs in the country,”
said Stephen C. Head,
Ph.D., LSC chancellor. “As
we reflect on the legacy of
this great pioneer, it is im-
portant to know Lone Star
College stands poised,
ready to help train the next
generation of health care
heroes and help keep our
communities safe.”

A survey conducted by
the American Association
of Colleges of Nursing, re-
ported 49% of hospitals
and other health care set-
tings are requiring new
hires to have a bachelor’s
degree in nursing, while
86.3% of employers are ex-
pressing a strong prefer-
ence for BSN program
graduates.

The Aldine Independent
School District strives to
offer all students high-
quality educational pro-
grams and equip them
with the skills to achieve
success in school, career,
and life while providing
safe learning environ-
ments. To continue to ful-
fill our vision and mission,
AISD needs to hear from
parents and legal guard-
ians about how to best sup-
port your children.

“Our partnership with
our families is more impor-
tant than ever before in
these unprecedented times
we are living through,”
said Superintendent Dr.
LaTonya M.  Gof fney .
“Thank you for partnering
with us to provide students
with the best possible ed-
ucation. We continue to
need to hear from you. Let

Aldine ISD celebrated
National Police Week dur-
ing the week of May 10-16
by honoring the Aldine Po-
lice Department.

 The AISD Police De-
partment is a fully accred-
i t e d  p o l i c e  a g e n c y
employing full-time sworn
police officers, community
service officers, and a full
complement of support
staff. The officers maintain
order and security on and
near school facilities. They
also take a proactive role
in creating a positive
learning environment.

Officers have the same
professional training, ex-
perience, and responsibil-
ities as officers who work
in city and county law en-
forcement agencies. They
are equipped with state-of-
the-art computer equip-
m e n t ,  a c c e s s  t o  l a w
enforcement databases,
and reporting systems.
They also develop partner-

Aldine ISD is pleased to
announce that José Al-
mendarez has been select-
ed as the new principal for
Hambrick Middle School.
Almendarez will continue
to lead at Sammons Ele-
mentary School through
the end of the year while
transitioning to Hambrick
MS. He will ensure sever-
al tasks and projects are
completed at Sammons be-
fore he leaves, while also
meeting the teams at
Hambrick MS to develop
plans for the 2020-2021
school year.

D r .  L a T o n y a  M .
Goffney, Superintendent of
Schools,  stated, “José
brings a wealth of experi-
ence to our amazing team
of principals. His commit-
ment to student success,
understanding of how to
support teachers and their
work, and willingness to
build on our plan to ensure
our students have access to
high-quality schools and
learning experiences are
evident in the work he has
been doing in Aldine. I
can’t wait to see his plans
and ideas in action at
Hambrick Middle School!”

Almendarez received
his bachelor’s degree from
the University of Texas-
San Antonio and his mas-

Aldine ISD Names New Principal
for Hambrick Middle School

ter’s degree in administra-
tion from Sam Houston
State University.

Almendarez began his
educational career 25
years ago in San Antonio.
He started as a mathemat-
ics teacher at an alterna-
tive school in Southwest
ISD. Longing to give back
to his hometown, Carrizo
Springs, Alemdarez joined
the local public school dis-
trict with the same name.
He served as a mathemat-
ics teacher, as well as
coached the football and
varsity baseball teams.
Almendarez also served
his community as an adult
ESL educator.

Seeking professional
g r o w t h ,  A l m e n d a r e z
moved to Houston in 1999
to join Aldine ISD. Almen-

darez helped open Mac-
A r t h u r  N i n t h  G r a d e
School, where he taught
algebra for three years. Al-
mendarez went on to serve
in several campus leader-
ship positions, including as
an assistant principal at
Hambrick Middle School,
N i m i t z  N i n t h  G r a d e
School, and Lewis Middle
School. In 2012, Almen-
darez accepted the princi-
p a l s h i p  a t  S a m m o n s
Elementary.

“I believe my experience
has provided me with a sol-
id foundation to grow as a
leader,” said Almendarez.
“It is exciting to be back at
Hambrick Middle School,
and I look forward to work-
ing with families, staff, and
students.”

Almendarez will report
directly to Chief of Schools
Katy Roede, who is looking
forward to working with
Almendarez in his new po-
sition.

“I am excited that José
will take the helm at Ham-
brick Middle School! He is
a respected instructional
leader by his colleagues
and has established strong
ties to the communities he
serves,” said Roede. “Jose’s
leadership is not loud or
flashy but rather focused
on consistency and true col-
laboration.”

Aldine ISD Launches Online ‘Crisis
Preparedness’ Parent and Staff Surveys

us know what we could
improve to make meaning-
ful changes. Please take
the survey and help us as
we plan for the future.”

The survey’s questions
address the overall satis-
faction with Aldine’s re-
sponse to the COVID-19
pandemic, district and
school communication and
support, technology access
and resources, distance
learning, and student sup-
port. Results will help the
d i s t r i c t  i d e n t i f y  i t s
strengths and develop a
targeted action plan for
the future.

The survey launched
Wednesday, May 13. Par-
ents and legal guardians
with a current email ad-
dress on file with the dis-
trict will be sent a personal
invitation and survey link.

Parents can also take the
survey at https://bit.ly/
2WptqvN. The survey can
be taken on any computer,
tablet, or smartphone. Dis-
trict staff will also receive
a survey link invitation
through their Aldine ISD
email address.

The survey is offered in
English and Spanish; the
deadline to take part is
June 3. The district will
share the results later this
summer.

Aldine ISD has part-
nered with independent
research and communica-
tions firm K12 Insight to
administer the survey and
compile the results. No one
in the district or a child’s
school will know if a par-
ent or a legal guardian took
part or how you responded
to questions.

Aldine ISD Celebrated National
Police Week May 10-16

ships with local law en-
forcement to increase safe-
ty in the community.

“Our police officers ded-
icate their lives to keeping
our students, staff, and
school communities safe.
We are grateful for the
commitment and security
they provide our schools
and students daily,” said
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  D r .
LaTonya M. Goffney.

Officers engage in daily
contact with students,
teachers, staff, and mem-
bers of the community to
help promote a positive
learning environment with
the schools and to build co-
operative partnerships be-
t w e e n  s c h o o l s  a n d
communities.

Aldine ISD encourages
community members to
observe May 15 as Peace
Officers’ Memorial Day. It
is a day that honors those

that have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in service to
their community. It is also
a day to honor officers that
have become disabled in
the performance of duty.
And it is a time to recog-
nize and pay respect to the
survivors of our fallen he-
roes.

In 1962, President John
F. Kennedy signed a proc-
lamation which designated
May 15 as Peace Officers
Memorial Day and the
week in which that date
falls as Police Week.

A Memorial service be-
gan in 1982 as a gathering
in Senate Park of survivors
and supporters of law en-
forcement. It became com-
monly known as National
Police Week, which has
grown to a series of events
that attract thousands of
survivors and law enforce-
ment officers to the Na-
tion’s Capital each year.

Houston  (Apr i l  28 ,
2020) - Lone Star College-
Houston North students
continue to post impres-
sive course completion
rates. LSC-Houston North
students had course com-
pletion rates three per-
centage points higher than
the Lone Star College sys-
tem average in fall 2019.

 “LSC-Houston North is
designed upon practices
proven to be successful at
high performing colleges
across the country,” said
Quentin A. Wright, Ed.D.,
LSC-Houston North pres-
ident. “Classes are in 8-
w e e k  f o r m a t s ,  a l l
first-time-in-college stu-
dents are matched with
faculty mentors, and sev-
eral wraparound services
are provided to assist with
mental health and food in-
security.”

 Preliminary data from
the first 8-week term of the
spring 2020 semester
found that 9 out of 10 stu-
dents completed their
coursework with 8 out of
10 doing so with A, B or C
grades.

Lone Star College-Houston
North is helping students succeed

LSC-Houston North,
the newest LSC campus,
officially began in August
2019 after two years of rig-
orous planning. The new
campus consists of three
locations that were former-
ly satellite sites for the
LSC-CyFair and LSC-
North Harris campuses. A
fourth location is current-
l y  b e i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d
through a partnership
with Fallbrook Church.

 LSC-Houston North
was the vision of Stephen
C. Head, Ph.D., LSC chan-
cellor who wanted to pro-
v i d e  m o r e  e q u i t a b l e
opportunities for students
in the north Houston re-
gion of the LSC  service
area. During his tenure in
LSC, Head has been re-
sponsible for many pro-
grams that have led to
increased completion rates
of students from underrep-
resented populations in-
cluding Black, Hispanic,
and individuals that come
from lower socioeconomic
areas. LSC-Houston North
is the most diverse campus

in the system and also has
the highest Pell percent-
age of all campuses.

 “We believe that with
the right structure and the
right support, all students
can be successful,” said
Wright. “At least for this
first year of the college,
these students are proving
this belief to be true.”

 Lone Star College offers
high-quality, low-cost aca-
demic transfer and career
training education to
99,000 students each se-
mester. LSC is training to-
morrow’s workforce today
and redefining the commu-
nity college experience to
support student success.
Stephen C. Head, Ph.D.,
serves as chancellor of
LSC, the largest institu-
tion of higher education in
the Houston area with an
annual economic impact of
nearly $3 billion. LSC con-
sists of seven colleges,
eight centers, two univer-
sity centers, Lone Star
Corporate College and
LSC-Online.  To learn
more, visit LoneStar.edu.

Lone Star College salutes the important role nurses
play in keeping our community safe and healthy.

Lone Star College salutes legacy
of Florence Nightingale

LSC health care part-
ners, including Houston-
a r e a  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,
expressed this need and
our state responded. In
2017, Texas Gov. Greg Ab-
bott signed Senate Bill
2118 into law, allowing the
Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board to au-
thorize certain public jun-
i o r  c o l l e g e s  t o  o f f e r
baccalaureate degree pro-
grams in nursing.

“Lone Star College was
one of only a handful of
Texas community colleges
approved to offer the ad-
vanced degrees by the
Southern Association for
Colleges and Schools Com-
mission on Colleges, the
accrediting body for our re-
gion,” said Head. “This

BSN degree is specifically
designed for licensed RNs
seeking to advance their
professional qualifica-
tions.”

Graduates of the pro-
gram will have a broader
understanding of the nurs-
ing profession and be bet-
ter positioned to provide a
higher level of care for
their patients and to step
into management and
leadership roles.

 “To all the health care
workers on the front lines
in our fight against COV-
ID-19, who sacrifice self
and put the health and
welfare of their patients
first, I extend a heartfelt
thanks, said Head. “You
emulate the spirit of Flo-
rence Nightingale each
day.”

other people,'" said his son,
Anthony Scholwinski.
"Even in that hospital bed,
that man wanted to help
others."

His daughter, Brandi
DeLane Scholwinski said
she was proud to be his
daughter.

" T h e  b e s t  t h i n g  I
learned from my dad was
how to live your life, try to
be a good example, never
quit," she said. "It's not
about what you had or

didn’t have, rich or poor,
nothing like that. He was
about trying to be the best
person you could be."

Scholwinski's sons also
spoke lovingly of their fa-
ther, remembering him as
a man of God with a play-
ful spirit.

His youngest son, Clin-
ton said "The last words
my dad told me were, ‘I
love you son. Never take
life for granted. I want to
be around for a long time,'

"Well, dad, I plan to live
by these words, and you
will forever be in my heart.
I love you, dad."

As part of traditional
law enforcement funerals,
Scholwinski received full
honors, including a bag-
pipe and drum escort, flag
folding, last call, 21-gun
salute, "Taps," and a heli-
copter flyover executing
the "missing man" forma-
tion.

Burial Services,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Take Pride in our
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 Keep it Clean
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Judge Lina Hidalgo de-
ploys hundreds of contact
tracers to assist in isolat-
ing coronavirus as Harris
County reignites its econ-
omy.

Last Wednesday, May
13, Harris County Judge
Lina Hidalgo announced
the deployment of a small
army of contract tracers to
ensure that the county can
limit spikes in COVID-19
cases that, if not traced,
could overwhelm the coun-
ty's healthcare system.
These measures follow the
Judge’s plans to continue
the focus on testing, trac-
ing and treatment as Har-
ris County phases in more
public activity and reig-
nites its economy.

Epidemiologists and
other medical experts at
Harris County Public
Health will complete train-
ing of 200 workers this
week and another 100 by
next week. Current and

Aldine ISD has served
as an educational institu-
tion for more than 80 years
in North Harris County.

Without a doubt, mem-
bers of the Aldine commu-
nity have had to explain
who, what and where Aldi-
ne is and to help with this
effort, the ninth-largest
school district in the state
of Texas hopes to answer
these questions by plant-
ing its flag confidently
around the city of Houston
via a billboard campaign.

The Aldine community
will prove that its voices
are “Better Together.”
From I-59, I-45, FM 1960
and Highway 249, “Better
Together” is the phrase
being printed onto eight
billboards over the course
of the next several months.
Each billboard will con-
clude with the definitive
and simple #WeAreAldine.

“This is a trying time for
our entire community,”
said Aldine ISD Superin-
tendent Dr. LaTonya M.
Goffney. “We are faced with
challenges that deal with
safety and health,  all
while balancing the con-
cerns related to educating
our students. We know
that relationships matter,
and we hold those close,

Aldine ISD recently re-
ceived a donation of 2,000
books from the Red Oaks
Foundation.

The books were distrib-
uted to primary and ele-
mentary students who live
in apartment complexes in
the Greenspoint area. The
district provided 40 books
per box that were distrib-
uted to 50 apartment com-
plexes in Greenspoint.

Rebecca and Jon Brum-
ley, who founded Red Oaks
22 years ago from their
home in Fort Worth, found-
ed the Red Oaks Founda-
tion. The goal of the
foundation is to spread the
joy and benefits of reading

Precinct 4 County Commissioner Jack Cagle’s office delivered 200 bottles of
hand sanitizer to seven Aldine ISD schools on Thursday, May 14. The sanitizer
will be distributed to area residents. One of the deliveries was made at Jones
Middle School. Pictured are, (l-r): Dani Sheffield, Aldine ISD executive director of
Child Nutrition Services, Kent Clingerman with Commissioner Cagle’s office,
Aldine ISD Superintendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney and Aldine ISD Board
President Paul Shanklin.

High school entering
juniors and seniors in the
2020-2021 school year had
an opportunity to join Lone
Star College-North Hous-
ton‘s virtual information
session on Thursday, May
14.

In addition to earning
college credit, dual credit
courses offer your student
several benefits:

- A smoother transition
between high school and
college

- First-hand exposure to
college-level work while
still in high school

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541
APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell

Off Jensen between
Berry Road & Aldine

Westfield

(Editor’s Note: Due to the
cancellation of the Employ-
ee Awards Banquet, Aldine’s
Communications Depart-
ment will feature employees
who have announced they
will retire at the conclusion
of the 2019-2020 school
year).

After 50 years in educa-
tion, 34 with Aldine ISD,
Candice Moore is retiring.

The likable Moore, who
has served as executive di-
rector of Student Services
for the last 19 years, said
after stops in Iowa, Chica-
go, Buffalo, N.Y.  and Hous-
ton, it is time to step away
from the profession she
loves.

“After 50 years, this
seems like a nice round
stopping point,” said the Il-
linois native.

Moore received her bach-
elor’s degree in math and
her master’s degree in spe-
cial education from Drake
University.

She began her career in
education as a junior high
math teacher in Des Moines,
IA, where she started the
first special education LD/
ED Resource Room in the
history of that district.

She then moved to Chi-
cago, where she taught for
two years before moving to
Buffalo, NY, where Moore
spent seven years in a Buf-
falo suburb serving as a spe-
cial education teacher. That
is where she met a woman
in the district’s central ad-
ministration office who held
a similar job that Moore
would hold when she joined
Aldine’s Student Services
Department.

After a year in El Paso,
she moved to Houston and
served as a special educa-
tion teacher at MacArthur
High School and opened the
district’s first content mas-
tery classroom.

After 5.5 years at Mac-
Arthur, Moore moved to the
Student Services Depart-
ment, where she started as
an administrative assistant,
was promoted to director,
and then to the executive
director of Student Servic-
es, a position she has held
since 2001.

Ironically, Moore, a na-
tive of Illinois,  did not give
education much of a thought
as a profession. She aspired
to be a mathematician or
statistician, but it was some-

Pct. 4 County Commissioner
Jack Cagle’s office delivers
hand sanitizer to AISD schools

Judge Lina Hidalgo launches
virus tracing program

Lone Star College to host dual credit
Virtual Information Session for High School Students

Judge Lina Hidalgo and contract tracers team.

former top health officials
and the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion say contact tracing is
an essential component to
effectively controlling fur-
ther outbreaks.  Hidalgo
stressed that the team of
“disease detectives”  are
diverse members of the
Harris County community.

From college students to
recently laid-off energy
sector employees, the trac-
ers will be communicating
with their fellow neighbors
to identify how the virus
might be spreading so that
the region can be smarter
and more efficient about
isolating risk.

- A chance to complete
their bachelor’s degree
faster

- An opportunity to be-
gin their freshman year of
college with college credits
while they also earn cred-
its toward high school
graduation

Dual credit options can
provide significant cost
savings over a traditional
college education. Stu-
dents who choose to enter
college after completing a
dual credit program can
still take advantage of
freshmen scholarships.

During the session, stu-
dents and their families
will learn all about:

- The criteria to enroll in
dual credit courses

- The policies and prac-
tices

- The costs
- The process of getting

started
Join one of the following

session opportunities:
- Thursday, May 14, at

10-11 a.m.
- Thursday, May 14, at

2-3 p.m.
To RSVP, visit bit.ly/

hndcinfo

Candice Moore devoted 34 of her 50
years in education to Aldine

Candace Moore poses with her good friend and
mentor, Ken Knippel, at Mr. Knippel’s retirement
ceremony in May of 2019.

thing her mother told her
that made her change her
mind.

“My mother said every
woman should have a teach-
ing certificate,” Moore re-
membered. “So, while
planning to be a mathema-
tician or statistician, I
dipped into courses in the
college of education at
Drake. I started student
teaching at a Des Moines
high school, where the direc-
tor of math education also
taught one period a day.

“Without forewarning, he
presented me with a con-
tract. I really was enjoying
my student teaching and
hated the idea of job hunt-
ing and leaving Des Moines,
which I had come to love, so
I signed it (the contract).
Fifty years later, I’m still in
education,” she said.

Aldine and other schools
where Moore taught can
thank that director for no-
ticing Moore had a gift.

Moore said she has thor-
oughly enjoyed her career,
especially the 34 years she
has spent in Aldine, which
has become a second family
to her.

She believes she has been
able to make a difference in
thousands to students’ and
parent’s lives over the last
34 years.

“Having parents tell me
their special needs children
would not have graduated
from high school without me
means so much to me,” she
said. “Being a member of the
Student Services team,
which has always put serv-
ing the needs of the schools
above all else, has also been
a highlight of my career.”

And working with one

very special friend, she add-
ed.

“Learning from and
working with Ken Knippel
(who served as her supervi-
sor as Assistant Superinten-
dent of Administration
before passing away in Jan-
uary 2020) was so special to
me. It’s been a pleasure to
work with others to fund
Ken’s AEF (Aldine Educa-
tion Foundation) scholar-
ship fund.”

During her 34 years in
Aldine, Moore has made
many life-long friends, and
she will miss seeing them
daily.

“I will miss the people I
work most closely with,” she
said. “I will also miss the
opportunity to problem-
solve every day, and hopeful-
ly, I’ll find new problems to
solve. I’ll also miss the PE-
IMS process. I’m probably
one of the few people who
love the orderliness of proof-
ing and organizing data.”

Moore said she and her
husband would be spending
time with their grand-
daughter, who lives in Flor-
ida. She’s an avid knitter
and will spend time doing
that and yoga. Moore has
joined the Board of the Apol-
lo Chamber Players, a string
quartet in Houston, and will
devote more time to sup-
porting it and other small
arts groups in the city.

And while she is retiring,
she won’t be going away for-
ever.

“Hopefully, I can contract
back in the district for a
while,” Moore said.

A lot of Moore’s life-long
friends would be very, very
happy if she did come back!

Aldine ISD to launch Billboard
Campaign to promote District

especially during these
uncertain times.”

Aldine ISD’s vision is
simple: all students will
receive a dynamic and un-
paralleled education that
guarantees choices and
opportunities today and in
the future. This remains
true, no matter where stu-
dents are learning, how
teachers are teaching, or
what circumstances the
district faces. This market-
ing campaign is being
launched to remind the
Aldine community that it
will stand by its commit-
ment to educating all of its
students.

“We believe a rigorous
and enriching educational
experience is critical for
success in college, career

and in life, and we are com-
mitted to ensuring those
relationships and experi-
ences continue, no matter
what,” said Chief Commu-
nications Officer Sheleah
D. Reed, APR. “While we
cannot stand shoulder to
shoulder, we will stand by
each other. We are Aldine
and we are better togeth-
er.”

In addition to putting
Aldine on the map, the bill-
board campaign aims to
inspire and encourage the
community by what is hap-
pening in Aldine, and the
opportunities the district
provides.

Showcase your Aldine
ISD spirit by posting
#WeAreAldine on social
media.

Aldine ISD receives donation of 2,000
books from Red Oaks Foundation

to children, especially
those who may not have
enough books at home.

Since its inception, the
foundation has provided
more than 678,000 new,
hardcover books through a
variety of programs that
encourage parents to read
to their children from birth
through the age of five.

Rebecca lived in Hous-
ton for a short time and
taught English at Ham-
brick Middle School.

“I want to thank Board
Vice President Rose Avalos
for securing this generous
donation,” said Martha
Escalante, the executive
director designee of Fami-

ly and Community En-
gagement. “We worked
with Abel Garza to identi-
fy how many of our stu-
dents living in apartment
complexes that do not have
Internet access. We want-
ed to provide resources for
them while they are away
from school.”

A TRUSTED
NEWS SOURCE
FOR 44 YEARS

Pick up a copy at your local
store for the latest news.

Thank you.

NORTHEAST NEWS
713-266-3444
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STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

Dear Rusty: Does tax
filing status matter when
calculating how much you
can earn without a
reduction in your month-
ly SS payout? My wife
and I have filed a joint
income tax return for
years. My wife is working
and I'm 62 and wonder-
ing - if I start drawing
SS, does the earnings
limit only relate to what I
earn, or does it include
what my wife earns as
well? Is the earnings
limit tied to our IRS
filing status? I need to
know if I should file my
taxes as a single to be
sure my wife's earnings
are not combined with
mine to affect my Social
Security payment.

Also, I've read that it's
recommended to register
online with SS if you're
62. As I understand it,
this should be done even
if one's not intending to
start benefits yet. Is this
true? What are the
benefits for doing this?
Does it make for a
quicker start of payments
once the election to start
benefits is made? Would
it help my wife should I
die prior to starting my
benefits? Signed: Wonder-
ing

Dear Wondering:
Income tax filing status
doesn’t matter when it
comes to determining if
your earnings from work
exceed Social Security
“earnings limit.” If you
collect SS before you
reach your full retire-
ment age (FRA), your
wife’s earnings from
working will not be
counted toward your
personal SS earnings
limit. The earnings test
looks only at your
personal earnings and, if
you exceed the limit, SS
will take back some of
your benefits. But only
your personal earnings –
as reported on your W-2
or Self-Employment tax
return – count. If you’re
not working, then your
Social Security benefits
will not be affected by the
earnings test, even if you
file a joint return which
has an Adjusted Gross
Income (AGI) which is
more than the annual

Governor, president spotlight
actions in pandemic,
economic downturn

A U S T I N  —  T e x a s ,
along with the rest of the
nation and the world, con-
tinued to battle the COV-
ID-19 pandemic last week
as cases and deaths attrib-
uted to the novel coronavi-
rus increased.

Gov. Greg Abbott on
May 7 met with President
T r u m p  i n  t h e  W h i t e
House.  The president
praised Abbott's leader-
sh ip  in  handl ing  the
months - l ong  med i ca l
emergency and in manag-
ing the resulting slowdown
of the economy in the Lone
Star State.

Abbott said Texas has
one of the lowest COVID-
19 death rates in the coun-
try, noting that half of the
state's 254 counties have
no cases or five or fewer
cases of the virus. He said
we have the knowledge
and resources to contain
COVID-19, adding that
"It’s the people of Texas
who have done a great job
of slowing the spread" by
washing their  hands,
wearing masks and prac-
ticing social distancing.

"Because of that, we are
now seeing more and more
businesses that are open-
ing up gradually to make
sure we don’t expand the
spread, but we’re doing so
in a way that we’ll make
sure Texas will once again
reclaim its position as be-
ing the number one econo-
my in the United States,”
the governor said.

Trump asked about the
Dallas-area beauty salon
owner who was arrested
and jailed for violating one
of Abbott's executive or-
ders by prematurely open-
ing for business. "She's
free today,” the governor
said during the Oval Office
meeting, adding that au-
thorities should exercise
common sense in carrying
out his executive orders. In
the wake of the beauty sa-
lon case, Abbott modified
his executive orders relat-
ed to COVID-19 to elimi-
nate confinement as a
punishment for violating
the orders.

On May 10, cumulative
figures posted by the Tex-
as Department of State
Health Services showed
that some 37,860 people in
Texas had been diagnosed
with COVID-19, and 1,049

deaths resulting from the
influenza-like virus had
been confirmed.

TEA: Graduation
guidance

The Texas Education
Agency on May 5 an-
nounced graduation guid-
ance for the class of 2020.
Under the guidelines, cer-
emonies may take place as
early as May 15 as the
state continues the reopen-
ing of services in response
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

While school buildings
remain closed to normal
in-classroom instruction
for the remainder of the
2019-20 academic year, the
TEA, in coordination with
the governor's Strike Force
to Open Texas, is provid-
ing four different path-
w a y s  f o r  s c h o o l s  t o
celebrate their graduating
seniors:

— Virtual ceremonies
that take place entirely
online with the use of vid-
eoconference or other tech-
nologies;

— Hybrid ceremonies
consisting of a compilation
of videos of students being
recognized in person as
they celebrate graduation
in small groups;

— Vehicle ceremonies,
in which students and
their families wait in their
cars while other graduates
are recognized one at time
with their families along-
side them; and

— Outdoor in-person
ceremonies, which are cur-

rently permitted for cer-
tain counties.

Texas Education Com-
missioner Mike Morath
said that "by taking the
necessary precautions de-
veloped by medical ex-
perts, we can ensure we
appropriately honor our
class of 2020 graduates
while keeping everyone
safe.”

AG joins in
crackdown

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton on May 4
joined a coalition of 52 at-
torneys general in a letter
to the Washington, D.C.-
based broadband industry
association USTelecom,
urging the association’s
members to continue de-
veloping robocall trace-
back and other capabilities
suited to law enforcement
needs.

Paxton and his col-
leagues said they antici-
p a t e  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n
enforcement and a need for
increased investigative
support from leading voice
service providers.

“Texans’ private phones
are bombarded by constant
calls that invade their pri-
vacy and often attempt to
defraud them of their
hard-earned money,” Pax-
ton said.

Preparedness week
proclaimed

Gov. Abbott Abbott on
May 4 issued a proclama-
t ion dec lar ing  May 3
through May 9 as Hurri-
cane Preparedness Week
in Texas.

In his proclamation, the
governor asks all Texans to
take steps to protect them-
selves and their loved ones
from the danger and de-
struction that hurricanes
can bring.

"There are no substi-
tutes for having emergen-
c y  s u p p l i e s  a n d  a
well-prepared emergency
plan to protect yourself,
your family,” Abbott said.
He encouraged Texans to
visit the Texas Ready
webpage, texasready.gov,
to learn more about the
steps they can take now to
prepare for hurricane sea-
son. Hurricane season
starts on June 1 and ends
on Nov. 30.

“My
Signature
Look”

We’re at the stage where
everyone is complaining about
their hair.

I am not complaining. As I
have frequently bragged, my
husband, Peter, cuts my hair and
this has continued while the
beauty parlors are closed and
everyone is growing increasingly
cranky.

We were talking to our
friends, Mary and Wolfgang,
about this and Mary was
expressing a bit of envy that I
had gotten a haircut the previous
day. I let her think that getting a
haircut from Peter was like
getting a haircut in a salon
although, other than the use of
scissors, there is very little
similarity.

Professional stylists will ask
you, “What do you have in
mind?” and stand there and
pretend to listen before they start
cutting hair off. Peter dispenses
with this formality. “Snip! Snip!
Snip!” Peter is done in no time
flat and my hair looks as good as
it’s going to get.

I also used to go to a hair
salon to get my hair “highlight-
ed.” This was code for “bleached
blond,” but I always said,
“highlighted” because that’s what
the stylist would say. Eventually,
I realized I was spending a lot of
money on a pitiful crop of hair.
So, I took a deep breath and
tried lightening it myself. The
results were exactly the same so
I kept doing it. Then, one day
about a year ago, the package
design changed and I bought the
wrong color.

I realized immediately that I
had made a dreadful error and
had bleached my hair an
alarming platinum blond.

“OH NO! What have I done?!”
I went to bed wondering if I

would try to cover up this
disaster or just hide in my house
long enough for it to grow out.

But a funny thing happened
the next morning. I got out of
bed, forgetting my fiasco of the
previous evening, and saw
myself in the morning sunshine.
My hair was, as always, standing
straight on end. But now it was
wackadoodle platinum blond. I
liked it.

“Wow. Your hair is very
blond,” my mother said when she
saw it.

“I know,” I told her. “It was a
mistake.”

“I like it,” she told me.
That settled it. Wackadoodle

blond was my new signature
look.

So now my hair is newly cut
and blond and I am feeling better
than Mary and Wolfgang.

“I used to cut Wolfgang’s
hair,” Mary confessed, “but it’s
too hard now that he’s going
bald!”

“He just needs to pay you
more,” I told Mary.

“Why is that?” Wolfgang
demanded. “Why do I have to
pay more for less hair?”

“It’s just like camping gear
and lingerie,” I told Wolfgang.
“The less there is, the more you
pay.”

Wolfgang and Mary thought
that was funny and probably also
thought I knew something about
lingerie—I didn’t set them
straight.

But the truth is, my under-
wear are an embarrassment and
my nightgown has holes in it. My
mother gave the nightgown to
me years ago for Christmas and
it is my favorite. It has reindeer
on it and it is quite literally falling
to pieces.

I decided, with my fancy new
haircut, I should bite the bullet
and get a new nightgown and
went looking online. The only
one I found that was anything
like it was exactly like it—it had
reindeer prancing across the
front. I bought it.

So, this summer, I’ll be the
wackadoodle blonde wearing a
festive reindeer nightie.

One of the many nice things
about getting older is that I’ve
had time to learn what really
suits me.

Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir is
called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn more
at CarrieClasson.com.

earnings limit because
your wife works.

As for your second
question: it is not neces-
sary, nor would it gain
you any advantage, to
“register” with Social
Security before you are
ready to claim your
benefits. Indeed, Social
Security does not even
provide you with a way to
do that. What they do
provide is a way for you
to create your own
personal “My Social
Security” online account,
which gives you access to
all of the online features
provided by the Social
Security Administration,
including allowing you to
apply for your benefits
online (the fastest way to
claim) whenever you’re
ready to do that.

Having an online SS
account doesn’t provide
you with any benefit
advantage, but it allows
you to monitor your
lifetime earnings record,
get a replacement SS
card if needed, and get
estimates of your current
and future Social Securi-
ty benefits to help you
decide when to claim. You
can create your personal
“My Social Security”
account by going to
www.ssa.gov/myaccount.
They use a “two-factor”
security process, which
means you’ll not only
need to set up a password
but also a second way to
confirm your identity
(usually via a code sent to
a text-enabled cell phone
or your email account).
But, even if you have this
online account pre-
established, your wife
will still need to contact
Social Security directly to
claim her survivor benefit
if you predeceased her.
Survivor benefits must be
applied for by the
surviving spouse directly
contacting Social Securi-
ty.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not repre-
sent legal or financial
guidance. To submit a
question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-
advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Ask Rusty – About the “Earnings Test”
and “Registering” with Social Security
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Con la situación de
COVID-19 aún en evolu-
ción, los distritos escolares
se quedan anticipando
cómo organizar activ-
idades de celebración para
la Generación de 2020.

Debido a la incertidum-
bre de las posibles órdenes
extendidas para prevenir
la propagación del coro-
navirus y el creciente
número de casos de COV-
ID-19, Aldine ISD ha deci-
dido cancelar las fiestas de
graduación patrocinadas
por el distrito para las
nueve escuelas preparato-
rias. Las ceremonias de
graduación se han repro-
gramado para finales de
julio.

“Sé que esto es do-
loroso”, expresó la Dra.
LaTonya M. Goffney, su-
perintendente de Aldine
ISD. «Se supone que el úl-
timo año de un estudiante
es el año más emocionante
antes de ir a la universidad
o unirse a la fuerza labo-
ral. Estamos muy tristes
de que COVID-19 altere
los recuerdos de nuestros
estudiantes sénior. Aún
así, nuestra principal pri-
oridad es que nuestros
alumnos, familias y per-

Ray A. Mondragon cuen-
ta con 19 años de experi-
encia en el área de
educación pública, con 16
de esos años dedicados a la
educación de la primera in-
fancia y, más reciente-
mente, como
vicepresidente de progra-
mas en Collaborative for
Children en Houston.

Como Director Ejecuti-
vo de Aprendizaje de la
Primera Infancia en Aldi-
ne, liderará todos los esfu-
erzos de cambio para
aumentar el acceso a pro-
gramas de calidad para los
alumnos más pequeños del
distrito. Esto incluye colab-
orar con socios y organiza-
ciones comunitarias para
crear más oportunidades
para los estudiantes.

En 1998, Mondragon
comenzó su carrera como
maestro de educación de la
primera infancia / Head
Start en las Escuelas
Públicas de Denver (DPS).
Ahí ocupó varios puestos
diferentes, incluyendo ase-
sor de estudiantes, subdi-
rector de enseñanza y
aprendizaje y director.
Mondragon dejó DPS en
2015 para unirse al Distri-
to Escolar Unificado de
Oakland (Oakland, CA)
como subdirector de apren-
dizaje temprano.

Mientras estuvo en
DPS, Mondragon fue el di-
rector fundador de una se-

Nombran Director Ejecutivo de
Aprendizaje en la Primera Infancia a
Ray Mondragon

gunda escuela de primera
infancia en DPS, Escalan-
te-Biggs Academy. Bajo el
liderazgo educativo de
Mondragon, esta comu-
nidad escolar logró un au-
mento del 30% en un área
crítica: la lectura. El por-
centaje de estudiantes de
kínder que leen a nivel de
grado o más alto aumentó
del 59% al 89%.

“Queremos continuar
dando a todos nuestros
estudiantes todas las opor-
tunidades de aprender y
prosperar. Las escuelas
primarias de Aldine han
demostrado dar un fuerte
aprendizaje fundamental.
Las habilidades de alfabet-
ización temprana y arit-
mética son críticas para el
éxito escolar temprano y
para mejorar los resulta-
dos en estas áreas. Debido
a esa importancia, estamos
invirtiendo en nuestro pro-
grama de educación de la
primera infancia”, dijo la
jefa de escuelas Katy
Roede. “Nuestro plan es-
tratégico describe la ex-
pansión de la calidad de
nuestras escuelas primar-
ias para garantizar que los
estudiantes tengan las ha-
bilidades y herramientas
que necesitan. Estoy emo-
cionado de ver las opciones
y oportunidades que Ray
desarrollará para nuestros
alumnos más jóvenes.”

Mondragon tiene una

doble licenciatura en Psi-
cología y Artes Liberales
con una especialización en
Educación Primaria de la
Universidad Estatal Ad-
ams y una maestría en
liderazgo educativo y estu-
dios de políticas de la Uni-
versidad de Denver.
También posee un certifi-
cado de posgrado para
completar el Programa de
Liderazgo para la Primera
Infancia de Buell de la
Universidad de Colorado.

Su primer día en Aldine
fue el 16 de abril. Mon-
dragon formará parte de la
Oficina de Escuelas y co-
laborará con los Superin-
tendentes Asistentes de la
Escuela y otros departa-
mentos para determinar
las metas y prioridades.

Ray A. Mondragon

sonal permanezcan seg-
uros”.

Los líderes de las es-
cuelas están trabajando
para emitir reembolsos a
los estudiantes que pagar-
on cuotas por actividades
sénior. Esto generalmente
incluye camisetas, el costo
de un viaje para séniors y
boletos para el baile de
graduación.

El distrito también está
trabajando en dos planes
de contingencia para cere-
monias de graduación. La
última semana de julio se
ha reservado para ceremo-
nias en persona. Se están
explorando planes para
ceremonias virtuales si las
reglas y regulaciones de
salud no permiten que el
evento avance según lo pla-
neado.

Los estudiantes de últi-
mo año de preparatoria de
AISD participarán en sus
ceremonias de graduación
el 23 y 24 de julio. Todas
las ceremonias se llevarán
a cabo en el Centro Educa-
tivo M.O. Campbell (1865
Aldine Bender Rd.).

Las fechas y horas de las
ceremonias son:

Jueves 23 de julio
Hall Center for Educa-

tion – 11:00 a.m.
Preparatoria Eisenhow-

er – 12:30 p.m.
Escuela Preparatoria

Victory Early College –
3:30 p.m.

Escuela Preparatoria
Davis – 6:00 p.m.

Viernes 24 de julio
Escuela Preparatoria

MacArthur – 8:00 a.m.
CarverHS para Ingeni-

ería, Tecnología Aplicada y
Artes— 11:00 a.m.

Preparatoria Nimitz –
1:00 p.m.

Preparatoria Blanson
Career and Technical Ed-
ucation – 4:00 p.m.

Preparatoria Aldine–
5:30 p.m.

Se está planeando una
Semana Virtual de Espíri-
tu Sénior para la última
semana de mayo para que
coincida con el final del año
escolar. Terminará con
una breve ceremonia el 1
de junio, donde la Super-
intendente, Dra. LaTonya
Goffney y los miembros de
la Junta confirmarán ofi-
cialmente los grados de la
Generación 2020, lo que les
permitirá avanzar con los
planes después de la escue-
la preparatoria.

Aldine ISD cancela todas las fiestas de
graduación patrocinadas por el
distrito, reprograma ceremonias de
graduación
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.
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DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS:
SGT 2000 Motor
Freight Inc. Company
Earn Up To $.45 p/
mile. O/O Earn Up To
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E. Sign On Bo-
nus $5000*
Company – Owner
Operators
713-674-2076

      15-4

C H U R C H    P A G E
Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

          Mariana Sanchez, Director
          Call: 281-799-9076 or 832-650-4360
          Text: 832-906.4214
          marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com

RECENT DEATHS

Janice Daugherty
Mary Kathleen Cole
Norma L. Jones
Mario Anthony Ramirez Sr.

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey---

1. Is the book of 2 Samuel in the
Old or New Testament or neither?

2. What's the only Jesus miracle
reported in all four gospels of the
New Testament? Water to wine,
Feeding of 5,000, Raising Lazarus,
Red Sea parting

3. To which attendees of an
event did Jesus refer to as "the salt
of the earth"? Daniel's visions,
Sermon on the Mount, Rebuilding
temple, Holy congregation

4. From 1 Timothy 5, what was
the minimum widow age to be put on
a church's support list? 40, 50, 60,
70

5. In Judges 9, who had 70 of his
brothers killed on one stone?
Belshazzar, Naboth, Hanun,
Abimelech

6. From Daniel 4, who dreamed
of a tree that reached into Heaven?
Obadiah, Joshua, Nebuchadnezzar,
Matthew

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Feeding
of 5,000; 3) Sermon on the Mount;
4) 60; 5) Abimelech; 6) Nebuchadn-
ezzar.

Dorothy Ann Johnson
Pedro Rendon Perales
Jonathan Barrett Dobos
Teresa Campisi Khalaf

Frugal FrogFrugal Frog
MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it Clean

Commercial
Printing
We specialize in

4 Color Brochures,
Magazines, Sale Flyers

We print newspapers, too.
Call for a Quote

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555
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SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

TREE SERVICE

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392
LAWN SERVICE

LAWN PRO
OF HOUSTON

LAWN SERVICE. $30 PER YARD
AND UP.

CLEAN-UPS AVAILABLE.

281-706-4301
12-4t

Classified Ads
713-266-3444

L I F E S T Y L E

Nimitz Ninth Grade School Princi-
pal Aisley Adams has been selected to
participate in a professional develop-
ment program designed to empower
and inspire school leaders at the Har-
vard Graduate School of Education.

As part of the yearlong leadership
program, Adams will take part in an
institute at the Harvard University
Graduate School of Education Princi-
pals’ Center in Cambridge, Mass., paid
for by the Raise Your Hand Texas
Foundation.

Adams, currently in her first year
as principal at Nimitz Ninth, applied
for the chance to earn a spot in the
2020 cohort. She has been accepted
into the Art of Leadership Institute.
The program provides campus leader-
ship teams the opportunity to expand
their leadership skills. They will also
explore new ways to enhance student
learning and create success for them-
selves, their leadership team, and their
school.

The Leadership: An Evolving Vision
institute is the other institute princi-
pals serving Texas public schools are
eligible to attend. Each institute is a

Toss it into the
can. It’s a
neat idea.

Aldine ISD Principal Tapped for Leadership Program at Harvard University

Aisley Adams

week-long professional development
summer course taught by faculty at
the Harvard Graduate School of Edu-
cation. Typically, the cohort would at-
tend Harvard for the summer portion
of the program. Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the courses will be held vir-
tually.

Adams and other attendees will join
education leaders from around the
globe and engage in training and work-
shops led by international education
and leadership experts. The partici-
pants will learn to apply research, and
best practices focused on enhancing
student engagement. They will deep-
en their understanding of how stu-
dents learn from improving the quality
of the teaching staff to shaping school
culture and equity. They will also de-
velop more sophisticated techniques
for managing innovation and change.

Raise Your Hand Texas, selects
about 100 educators each year to take
part, covering all the expenses – in-
vesting, on average, about $9,200 per
attendee.

Adams sees the opportunity to grow
as a leader. She is looking forward to
working with and establishing connec-
tions with other school leaders this
summer. Adams added that partici-
pants also have the option to partici-
pate in Harvard’s virtual course
Leading Schools.

“It is an honor to have been chosen
by Raise Your Hand Texas,” Adams

said. “I am excited about the impact this will have on stu-
dents at Nimitz Ninth, colleagues, and the district. This
cohort is an opportunity to transform learning and instruc-
tion that positively impact our students. They deserve first-
class instruction, grounded in meaningful relationships.”

The program requires Adams’ to conduct pre-planning,
goal setting, and reading before attending the institute.
She will share with institute scholars her campus data and
performance plan for review and feedback. She will be re-
sponsible for taking part in group and individual presen-
tations during and after the institute, as well as monthly
meetings with the other participating principals and a site
visit to Nimitz Ninth Grade School.

Adams has 13 years of experience in education, with
two of those years in Aldine ISD. She previously served as
a skills specialist in the 2013-2014 school year and returned
in March of 2019 as principal of Nimitz Ninth. Over the
years, she has served in many capacities, including teach-
er, curriculum coordinator, and dean of instruction.

Adams is “paying it forward” in honor of the teachers
that impacted her life. She seeks to be a voice and advo-
cate for her students, teachers, and families.

“Public education is essential to our society. Every child
deserves a high-quality educational experience. We must
prepare students for success in life after they graduate.
Leadership matters to improve public education. The deci-
sions made by leadership directly impacts teachers and
students. I believe in the power of public education. It can
truly change one’s trajectory in life for the better.”
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Testing intimidating
but relatively simple
By Lewis Spearman
Northeast News

Getting tested for COV-
ID 19 is in the best inter-
est of the area and nation
overall but actually doing
it requires registration and
a willingness to follow in-
structions but nothing to
be intimidated by.

Harris County Public
Health encourages people
who have a fever* above
100.4°F (38°C) and with
respiratory symptoms, had
close contact** with some-
one diagnosed with COV-
ID-19, have health
conditions like (diabetes,
lung disease, heart disease,
pregnancy), are age 60 and
older, are residents of nurs-
ing homes (or other senior
living facility) are part of

an investigation of a clus-
ter or an outbreak, are as-
ymptomatic who believe
they have been exposed to
COVID-19 to get tested.

One must register by
either going to
readyharris.org or http://
covcheck.hctx.net or tele-
phone (832) 927-7575 to
set up your test by regis-
tration. At this time, once
successfully registered,
one will be issued a code to
take with them to
whereever the test is being
administered. In High-
lands or Crosby one will
probably be sent to Stal-
worth Stadium in Baytown
off of Sjolander Road onto
Archer Road and follow the
signs.

One will be directed to
a tent where officers give

directions and a health-
care worker checks your
code and places a package
on your windshield and
you will be directed to the
next station.

The final station before
exit a rolling bench will put
a package with three piec-
es inside, one is a briefing
about everything COVID
related, a stick inside a
plastic bag and a capped
little bottle. You will be in-
structed to stick the cotton
ended swab up your right
nostril and swirl and hold
for 15 seconds, then insert
the swab into your left and
repeat that action. One
then inserts the swab into
the little bottle and closes
the bottle tightly. Then you
are instructed to leave.

Please Help Support Your
Community Newspaper

Name _____________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________

City ________________________ State __________ Zip Code (Required)  _____________

Phone ___________________________________ eMail ____________________________

YES I Would Like to Help Support the NORTHEAST NEWS
And Keep it Coming to my Home or Business Every Week!

You may contribute any amount. Enclose your check, money order,
or credit card information in this mailer. No cash, please. Mail to 5906
Star Lane, Houston, TX. 77057.

Here is my contribution in the amount of:  ❑  $12    ❑  $20    ❑  $40    ❑  $52    ❑  Other $_____

Enclosed by:  ❑  Check    ❑  Money Order    ❑  Credit Card

Card Name: ___________________________ Signature _____________________________________

Card Number:  ___________________________________ Expires: _________ Code: ____________

CUT AND MAIL TODAY, PLEASE.

News of your Community for
over 43 Years.

The NORTHEAST NEWS was founded
to bring you news and advertising
messages for those who live or work
in Northeast Houston - Aldine,
Airline, Greenspoint, Beltway 8,
Eastex Expressway, North Forest.

We cover your family, your
neighborhood, your schools,
your businesses, your churches
and sports teams. In every way,
we try to serve you for all time
in photos and text.

Although the Northeast News is a free
paper, it is expensive to produce and distribute.

In lieu of a subscription, you may want to help us continue
this important community service with a contribution toward
the cost of producing this part of your life. Whether you
decide to help or not, we thank you for your continued
reading of our local newspaper.

focus throughout high
school.

“We are excited to
honor and recognize 18
outstanding senior stu-
dents in the Class of
2020 as our valedictori-
ans and salutatorians,”
Superintendent Dr.
LaTonya M. Goffney
said. “I am happy to ac-
knowledge our valedic-
t o r i a n s  a n d
salutatorians for main-
taining an impressive
academic record during
their educational jour-
ney. We applaud you
and we are confident
that each of you will con-
tinue to be successful in
everything you choose to
do.”

The Aldine ISD Board
of Trustees approved a
resolution to establish
updated guidelines to
that create local policy
guiding class rank and
honors during their
March 24 board meet-
ing. The action was tak-
en to guide parents and
students while the dis-
trict is closed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. It

is specific to students
who are part of the
Class of 2020.

The approved resolu-
tion allowed Aldine ISD
to calculate class rank
for the Class of 2020
based  on  a l l  grade
points earned from the
ninth grade through the
last day of the second

nine weeks of the first
semester of the stu-
dents’ senior year. This
rank was used to deter-
mine the valedictorian
and salutatorians at
each of our high schools.

All Aldine ISD se-
niors will receive their
official class rank infor-
mation from their school

counselor. Final class
rank is often needed for
students to complete col-
lege acceptance applica-
tions and scholarship
requests. For more the
most recent updates and
information about the
Aldine ISD Class of
2020 please visit the Al-
dine ISD Class of 2020

webpage.
Congratulations to

our 2020 Valedictorians
and Salutatorians:
ALDINE SENIOR HIGH
SCHOOL

Vina Van Tran – Valedic-
torian

Diana Alexa Calderon –
Salutatorian
BLANSON CTE HIGH
SCHOOL

Eisenhower Senior HS Hall Center for Education Nimitz Senior HS Victory Early College  HS Josiah Gael Valdez  –
Valedictorian

Ricardo Jose Palma – Sa-
lutatorian
CARVER HIGH SCHOOL

Daphne Michelle Lopez
– Valedictorian

Angel Josue Reyes –  Sa-
lutatorian
DAVIS SENIOR HIGH
SCHOOL

Christopher Guerrero –
Valedictorian

Karen Perez Lopez – Sa-
lutatorian
EISENHOWER SENIOR
HIGH SCHOOL

Itzel Anahi Gomez –
Valedictorian

Julieanne Ehlers – Salu-
tatorian
HALL CENTER FOR
EDUCATION

Kristena Jackson – Vale-
dictorian

Tralicia Howard – Saluta-
torian
MACARTHUR SENIOR HIGH
SCHOOL

Jesus A. Ramos – Valedic-
torian

Sabrina Prado – Saluta-
torian
NIMITZ SENIOR HIGH
SCHOOL

Roland Angelo Saulo
Reyes – Valedictorian

Elizabeth Doreen Man-
riquez – Salutatorian
VICTORY EARLY COLLEGE
HIGH SCHOOL

Emilio Arguello – Vale-
dictorian

David DeLa Rosa – Salu-
tatorian

Take Pride
in our

Community
 Keep it
Clean

Itzel Anahi Gomez-
Valedictorian

Julieanne Ehlers - Salutatorian

Roland Angelo Saulo Reyes -
Valedictorian

Elizabeth Doreen Manriquez -
Salutatorian

Kristena Jackson -
Valedictorian

Tralicia Howard -
Salutatorian

Emilio Arguello -
Valedictorian

David DeLa Rosa -
Valedictorian


