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TO OUR READERS:
The current Covid-19
Pandemic and other
economic conditions
have caused us to
combine some issues
every two weeks, and to
change distribution to
Pick-up locations. See
page 7 for 50 locations
where you can get a
copy of the Northeast
News, and page 6 for
email subscriptions. We
thank you for your
continued support.
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Aldine ISD to hold
graduation ceremonies
in Thorne Stadium
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Aldine ISD will hold
its high school gradua-
t i on  ceremonies  in
Thorne Stadium, July
22-25.

In the near future, the
district will inform stu-
dents about how they
can get tickets for their
family members and
friends. Social distanc-
ing rules will remain in
place at all graduation
ceremonies.

“ W e  d e c i d e d  t o
change from an inside to
outside ceremonies as a
result of the Class of
2020 Celebration that
went off so well,” said
Aldine ISD Superinten-
dent Dr. LaTonya M.
Goffney. “We are aware
our seniors wants in-
person graduation cere-
monies rather than
virtual ones and we are
more than happy to ac-
commodate them.”

Here is the gradua-
tion schedule:

•Carver High School,
Wednesday, July 22, 8
a.m.

•Hall Center for Ed-
ucation, Wednesday,
July 22, 9:30 a.m.

•Victory Early Col-
l e g e  H i g h  S c h o o l ,
Wednesday, July 22, 8
p.m.

•Davis High School,
Thursday, July 23, 8
a.m

•Eisenhower High
School, Thursday, July
23, 8 p.m.

•MacArthur High
School, Friday, July 24,
8 a.m.

•Nimitz High School,
Friday, July 24, 8 p.m.

•Aldine High School,
Saturday, July 25, 8
a.m.

•Blanson CTE High
School, Saturday, July
25, 8 p.m.

 Should any of the cer-
emonies be interrupted
by rain, those ceremo-
nies would be held on
Sunday, July 26.Drone photo shows about 1000 cars lined up, from

the Stampede and Escapade event centers on the right,
to Eastex Freeway on the left.

See Food Distribution,
Page 8

Mural at library emphasizes
the importance of the census

Food Drive at Stampede feeds thousands
Boxes available every Thursday

Pct. 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia, left, State Representative Armando
Walle, middle, and Pct. 1 Commissioner Rodney Ellis, right, in front of a
mural outside the High Meadows Library in Aldine. The three provided
important updates regarding census self-response.

See Story “Census Mural”, Page 3

BakerRipley
July Food Fairs

EAST ALDINE – The
owners of the event centers
Stampede and Escapade
have teamed up with local
organizations, to provide
boxes of food and milk to
residents of the area.

The distribution has
been happening every
Thursday morning, from
7am to 11am, or when the
food runs out.

According to club own-
er Rob Ferdows, an aver-
age of 1600 to 2500 persons
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To schedule an
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8826 Harrell
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Westfield

Families will have two
plans — learning on cam-
pus and online learning —
to choose from for the
2020-21 school year.

Leaders in the Aldine
Independent School Dis-
trict are developing the
2020-2021 re-entry plan,
Return to Learn, based
upon the latest guidance
from the Texas Education
Agency’s (TEA), state, local
authorities, and family in-
put.

Superintendent Dr.
LaTonya M. Goffney stat-
ed that the district and
schools would support fam-
ilies’ decisions.

“Everyone in Aldine
looks forward to providing
excellent choices and op-
portunities for all students
to thrive this fall and be-
yond,” Goffney said. “We
understand that each fam-
ily has unique concerns
about returning to school
and taking part in extra-
curricular activities while
COVID-19 is still affecting
our communities. We will
support you in making the
decisions that are best for
your child.”

Goffney emphasized
that the community’s
health comes first in mak-
ing decisions about re-en-
try. She added that district
leaders are continually
monitoring what is hap-
pening across the district.

The preliminary plans
below may change as Au-
gust 17 draws closer.
Preliminary ‘Return to Learn’
2020-2021 Plan

Families will have the
option of selecting one of
two learning models: on-
campus or at home.

Learning On Cam-
pus: This option will con-
sist of in-person
instruction, which includes
face-to-face, in-classroom
learning using safety pro-

Avalos P-TECH High
School held a virtual in-
duction ceremony for its
in-coming freshmen class
on Thursday, June 18.

The Class of 2024 will be
the second freshmen class
at Aldine ISD’s newest
high school when the 2020-
21 school year begins.

Avalos Principal Diana
Del Pilar delivered the
welcome, while Aldine ISD
Superintendent Dr. LaTon-
ya M. Goffney was the key-
note speaker.

Dr. Goffney congratulat-
ed the new 130 freshmen
for choosing to attend Ava-
los P-TECH High School,
where they will have a
seamless path from high
school to post-secondary
education, to employment.

Aldine ISD Trustee Dr.
Viola M. Garcia has been
appointed to Houston May-
or Sylvester Turner’s Lit-
eracy Advisory Board.

In Sept. 2019, Mayor
Turner launched the new
Mayor’s Office for Adult
Literacy (MOAL) to work
collaboratively in address-
ing the literacy crisis in
Houston and to advance
the cause of adult educa-
tion and literacy in Hous-
ton.

According to the 2014
Houston’s Literacy Crisis:
A Blueprint for Communi-
ty Action of the Barbara
Bush Houston Literacy
Foundation, one out of ev-
ery five adults in Houston
is functionally illiterate
and 24% of the city’s adults
lack a high school diploma.

Mayor Turner said he
was pleased to have Dr.
Garcia as part of the advi-
sory board.

“As a recognized leader
in the Houston communi-
ty, your contributions to
our city make you a valued
partner,” Mayor Turner
said in a letter to Dr. Gar-

Davis Senior High
School graduates, Kenneth
Walker II and Moné Walk-
er were recently selected
as 2020 recipients of the
College Community Ca-
reer (CCC) Top Achievers
Award.

The Walker twins joined
the CCC program their
sophomore year of high
school. CCC prepares stu-
dents for college admission
and graduation from a
four-year university. The
program focuses on college
success, leadership devel-
opment, civic engagement
and career discovery.

CCC stays with stu-
dents from the 10th grade,
through high school grad-
uation and continues with
them until they become an
employed, civically-mind-
ed, college graduate.

This fall, the twins will
be attending UT Permian
Basin (UTPB). For more
information, please contact
collegecommunity
career@gmail.com.

HOUSTON (June 29,
2020) – Summer is under-
way and now is the time to
register for fall courses at
Lone Star College-North
Harris.

To encourage students
to think about fall registra-

“I’m very proud of each
and everyone of you,” Dr.
Goffney said. “2020 has not
been the best year, but you
did not allow that to deter
you. You have shown resil-
iency with a razor-like fo-
cus.”

Dr. Goffney applauded
the in-coming freshman
class for choosing a school
where they will not only
earn a high school diploma,
but also an associate’s de-
gree from Lone Star Col-
lege (Aldine ISD and Lone
Star College serve as part-
ners of Avalos P-TECH
High School) as well as in-
dustry certifications and
licenses.

“We want you to gradu-
ate with choices and oppor-
tunities,” she said. “There

is power in education.
Through education, there
are so many things you can
accomplish. Do not let any-
thing separate you from
your goals.”

Following Dr. Goffney’s
remarks, Dr. Luis Lucio of
Lone Star College, an-
nounced each of the in-
coming freshmen and what
pathway they have chosen
to study.

Del Pilar then read the
formal induction state-
ment to the students and
delivered closing remarks.

The students could at-
tend either the English or
Spanish virtual ceremony.
Dr. Jose Luis Zelaya was
the keynote speaker of the
Spanish ceremony.

Avalos P-TECH HS holds induction
ceremony for in-coming freshmen class

Aldine ISD Releases Re-Entry
Plan ‘Return to Learn’

tocols to protect our stu-
dents and staff. The in-per-
son instruction will be held
Monday through Friday.

- Traditional Schedule:
Core Courses + Electives

- Daily, specific feedback
in-person plus activities
completed via Schoology

- Will follow the same
standard grading policy
(minimum of one grade/
week/course)

- Students will take all
district assessments online

- Students who require
support and interventions
will receive them in person

Learning At Home:
This option is entirely vir-
tual, requiring students to
have a consistent online
presence and daily log-in
requirements. Students
who enroll in the virtual
option will remain virtual
for the first nine weeks of
the semester, with the op-
tion to continue virtually
for the entire school year.

- Manage Your Sched-
ule: Core Courses + Prede-
termined List of Electives

- Daily, specific feedback
via Schoology activities
and chats

- Will follow the same
standard grading policy
(minimum of one grade/
week/course)

- Students will take all
district assessments online

- Students will need ac-
cess to the internet

- Students will have the
opportunity to request a
loaner device (laptop/
Chromebook)

- Students who require
support and interventions
will receive those via vid-
eo conferencing based on
the Aldine ISD recommen-
dations.

All Students Need to
Register — Returning
AISD Students and New
Students to AISD

For the district to plan

appropriately, online stu-
dent registration will be
available starting Monday,
July 13, and will run
through Friday, July 17.
Families should register
each student, both new
and returning, separately
and select the best instruc-
tional model for them as
well as select the need for
school transportation.

As a reminder, the first
day of school will be Mon-
day, August 17.

All Aldine ISD teachers
will plan to support tradi-
tional on-campus learning
this fall, and online teach-
ing assignments will be
based on need and task.
The Teaching and Learn-
ing Department has con-
tinued to improve upon the
district’s online learning
processes as well as pre-
pare teachers to teach in
both settings.

Aldine ISD is also work-
ing to meet all of TEA’s re-
quirements for funding. By
doing so, the district can
offer all students the best
educational experiences,
choices, and opportunities.

Goffney is grateful to
the staff and AISD fami-
lies.

“Thank you for your un-
derstanding and support
as we navigate the unique
conditions related to our
Return to Learn. This fall
presents us with a new set
of challenges, and also a
new outlook and opportu-
nities to create meaningful
learning experiences for
students — our number
one priority, always. Let’s
continue moving forward!”

Families can stay updat-
ed on the district’s plans
and preparations by visit-
ing AISD’s new school re-
entry page:
www.aldineisd.org/re-en-
try.

Aldine ISD Trustee Dr.
Viola M. Garcia has been
appointed to Mayor
Sylvester Turner’s
Literacy Advisory Board.

AISD Trustee Dr. Viola M.
Garcia named to Mayor Turner’s
Literacy Advisory Board

cia. “It is my distinct plea-
sure to invite you to accept
an appointment to serve as
a member of this vital
board that will be focused
on important work to help
move Houston forward.”

Federico Salas-Isnardi,
the Mayor’s Director for
Adult Literacy, said Dr.
Garcia will bring a wealth
of experience and knowl-
edge to the Board.

“I know of your person-
al and professional engage-
ment with adult literacy
and other education initi-
atives,” Salas-Isnardi said.
“Also, sitting on the board
of one of the city’s largest
school districts you have a
perspective on the needs of
families in the Aldine
area.”

Dr. Garcia has served as
an Aldine Trustee since
her appointment to the
Position 7 seat in 1992. She
is Aldine’s longest current
board member. In addition
to serving as an Aldine ISD
Trustee, Dr. Garcia is a
member of the Mexican
American School Board
Members Association, and

has served as that groups
president. She is also a
member of the Texas Asso-
ciation of School Boards
(TASB) and currently
serves as secretary-trea-
surer. She is also a life
member of PTA and serves
as the education liaison for
the Greater Inwood Super
Neighborhood Council.Students can win with fall

registration at Lone Star
College-North Harris

tion during the sunny days
of summer, LSC-North
Harris is hosting a weekly
prize drawing for students
who register for fall cours-
es during June and July.
The lucky students’ prize
will be a pair of LSC-North
Harris branded sunglass-
es, because their future is
so bright, they’re going to
need shades.

 Students can also enter
the prize drawing by shar-
ing a photo of themselves
wearing sunglasses on so-
cial media using the hash-
tag #LSCNHBrightFuture
and tagging LSC-North
Harris.

All students who regis-
ter for fall, or submit a
qualifying photo on social
media, will be entered for
the weekly prize drawings.
To avoid being removed
from the list of entries, stu-
dents must arrange for
payment of their classes.

“LSC-North Harris is
committed to providing our
students with safe and
supportive educational op-
portunities,” said Dr.

Laura Yannuzzi, vice pres-
ident of instruction. “We
currently have 14 pro-
grams that have returned
to campus safely this sum-
mer. This fall, we will be
offering 50% of our cours-
es online, 25% of courses
in-person, and another
25% as hybrids that only
meet one day a week. This
flexibility gives our stu-
dents choices to fit their
needs and the best oppor-
tunity to succeed.”

 Available programs for
the fall include traditional
core courses, university
transfer courses, certifi-
cates, associate degrees,
and the new Bachelor of
Applied Science program
in Energy, Manufacturing
and Trades Management.

In addition to fall cours-
es, enrollment is currently
open for summer II. The
summer II session begins
Thursday, July 9. Fall
classes begin Monday, Aug.
24. For more information
on the programs offered or
to enroll, please visit
LoneStar.edu/LearnMore.

Davis High School Seniors
Receive Top Achievers Award

The Aldine ISD Board of
Trustees adopted the bud-
get and set the tax rate for
the 2020-21 school year
during a special called
meeting on Monday, June
29.

The special called meet-
ing was held in the Board
Room of the Donaldson
Administration Building.

Chief Financial Officer
Dr. Tamika Alford-
Stephens recommended
Trustees adopt a general
operating budget of
$657,902,917. Projected
revenues for the 2020-21
school year is
$654,708,937. To balance
the general fund budget,
the district will use fund
balance reserves in the
amount of $3,193,980.

The 2020-2021 General
Fund budget adopted by
the Board includes an ap-
proximately 1.5% increase
above last year's budget.

The 2020-21 budget
adopted by AISD Trustees
includes a 1.5% raise for all
district employees.

The general operating
budget approved by AISD
Trustees provides funding
for all instructional pro-
grams, student activities
and district operations in
addition to five priority
areas.

Trustees also set the tax
rate for the 2020-21 school
year at $1.333515 per $100
valuation. The Interest
and Sinking rate will be
.3025 cents and the Main-

tenance and Operation
fund will be $1.031015.
The 2020-21 tax rate is
.0136 cents lower than the
2019-2020 tax rate.

The District will not of-
ficially adopt the tax rate
until it receives the Certi-
fied Property Values from
the Harris County Ap-
praisal District in late Au-
gust.  The adoption of the
tax rate will occur during
the regular meeting of the
Board of Trustees in Sep-
tember.

Aldine ISD Trustees
unanimously approved
both recommendations.

Proper notification of
the special called meeting
was posted and advertised
in local newspapers.

Aldine ISD Trustees adopt budget,
set tax rate for 2020-21 school year
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Kenneth Walker II and Moné Walker
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AUSTIN – June 26,
2020 – Governor Greg Ab-
bott issued an executive or-
der limiting certain
businesses and services as
part of the state’s effort to
contain the spread of COV-
ID-19. This decision comes
as the number of people
testing positive for COV-
ID-19 and the number of
hospitalizations have in-
creased and the positivity
rate in Texas increased
above 10%, which the Gov-
ernor previously stated
would lead to further pre-
ventative action. The tar-
geted, measured directives
in the executive order are
based on links between
certain types of business-
es and services and the re-
cent rise in positive cases
throughout the state.

The order includes the
following:

All bars and similar es-
tablishments that receive

more than 51% of their
gross receipts from the
sale of alcoholic beverages
are required to close at
12:00 PM today. These
businesses may remain
open for delivery and take-
out, including for alcohol-
ic beverages, as authorized
by the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission.

Restaurants may re-
main open for dine-in ser-
vice, but at a capacity not
to exceed 50% of total list-
ed indoor occupancy, be-
ginning Monday, June 29,
2020.

Rafting and tubing
businesses must close.

Outdoor gatherings of
100 or more people must
be approved by local gov-
ernments, with certain ex-
ceptions.

 “As I said from the
start, if the positivity rate
rose above 10%, the State
of Texas would take fur-
ther action to mitigate the

spread of COVID-19,” said
Governor Abbott. “At this
time, it is clear that the rise
in cases is largely driven by
certain types of activities,
including Texans congre-
gating in bars. The actions
in this executive order are
essential to our mission to
swiftly contain this virus
and protect public health.
We want this to be as lim-
ited in duration as possible.
However, we can only slow
the spread if everyone in
Texas does their part. Ev-
ery Texan has a responsi-
bility to themselves and
their loved ones to wear a
mask, wash their hands,
stay six feet apart from
others in public, and stay
home if they can. I know
that our collective action
can lead to a reduction in
the spread of COVID-19
because we have done it
before, and we will do it
again.”

Containing spread of COVID-19
Limits certain businesses and services with link to infections

Additional reopening
phases temporary paused

AUSTIN – Governor
Greg Abbott today an-
nounced that the State of
Texas will pause any fur-
ther phases to open Texas
as the state responds to the
recent increase in positive
COVID-19 cases and hos-
pitalizations. Businesses
that are permitted to open
under the previous phases
can continue to operate at
the designated occupancy
levels and under the mini-
mum standard health pro-
tocols provided by the

Texas Department of State
Health Services.

“As we experience an
increase in both positive
COVID-19 cases and hos-
pitalizations, we are fo-
cused on strategies that
slow the spread of this vi-
rus while also allowing
Texans to continue earning
a paycheck to support their
families,” said Governor
Abbott. “The last thing we
want to do as a state is go
backwards and close down
businesses. This tempo-

rary pause will help our
state corral the spread un-
til we can safely enter the
next phase of opening our
state for business. I ask all
Texans to do their part to
slow the spread of COVID-
19 by wearing a mask,
washing their hands regu-
larly, and socially distanc-
ing from others. The more
that we all follow these
guidelines, the safer our
state will be and the more
we can open up Texas for
business.”

EXECUTIVE ACTIONS TO STOP
COVID-19 SPREAD

✯

County Judge Lina
Hidalgo and each of the
Harris County commis-
sioners voted unanimous-
ly to approve the Small
Business Recovery Fund
(SBRF) program, a $30
million grant program es-
tablished to assist strug-
gling small businesses who
have been unable to obtain
financial assistance from
other COVID-19 relief pro-
grams. The program will
provide eligible businesses
a grant of up to $25,000 to
help cover payroll costs,
rent, accounts payable and
other operating expenses.
The SBRF targets busi-
nesses with 30 or fewer
employees and is designed
to assist the most vulner-
able Harris County small-
and micro-enterprises im-
pacted by the pandemic
with mounting financial
burdens.

"The impact of this cri-
sis on small businesses has
been devastating. We can’t
afford to lose a source of
jobs, innovation and the
enterprising spirit our re-
gion is known for," Judge
Hidalgo said. "These
grants will help business
owners stay afloat as Har-
ris County continues to
fight the COVID-19 crisis."

The Program will
launch at 8 a.m. July 13
and will remain open for
10 days through July 22.
More information regard-
ing eligibility require-
ments, how to access the
application online and over
the phone, and what resi-
dents will need to prepare
for the application will be
released in the coming
week.

“As the overwhelming
demand for the forgivable
loan program that I cham-
pioned shows far too many

of our small businesses are
struggling in a big way
right now. Small business-
es are the lifeblood of our
economy and have histori-
cally lifted up our commu-
nity,” said Harris County
Precinct 2 Commissioner
Adrian Garcia. “As we face
some of the most difficult
challenges in a generation,
it’s time for county govern-
ment to continue our sup-
port of local small
businesses. I thank my fel-
low commissioners for vot-
ing in favor of the $30
million fund, and I have
confidence that HBDI will
do an excellent job with the
expedient and efficient ad-
ministration of these
funds. Small businesses
truly are the backbone of
our economy, and this pro-
gram shows that we have
their backs!”

Earlier in March, Harris
County provided $10 mil-
lion under a small business
relief program (LEAP),
which was able to provide
assistance to approximate-
ly 400 small businesses.
With nearly 500,000 busi-
nesses in Harris County,
the SBRF represents an
effort to provide addition-
al funding to a broader
range of businesses suffer-
ing from the devastating
impact of the novel coro-
navirus. Priority will be
given to applicants that
have not received prior as-
sistance from the federal-
ly funded PPP Loan
Program or other COVID-
19 small business relief
programs, including the
Harris County LEAP pro-
gram.

“The effects of COVID-
19 on our friends and
neighbors throughout Har-
ris County are immense
and widespread – on our

health, our families, our
medical community and
our economy,” said Harris
County Precinct 4 Com-
missioner Jack Cagle.
“Harris County’s response
to this pandemic must rec-
ognize the need to address
all these issues. With fed-
eral funding from the
CARES Act, the Small
Business Relief Fund is
designed to help alleviate
some of the stresses on
small businesses through-
out Harris County. I en-
courage those eligible to
take advantage of this pro-
gram.”

A local Community De-
velopment Financial Insti-
tution, Houston Business
Development Inc., which
specializes in administer-
ing government funded
small business lending
programs, will work close-
ly with the county in
launching and administer-
ing the SBRF program.

“Helping small busi-
nesses survive the eco-
nomic crisis caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic di-
rectly helps the working
men and women employed
by those small businesses,”
said Precinct 1 Commis-
sioner Rodney Ellis. “The
need in our region is im-
mense, but we will support
as many of our vulnerable
businesses as possible,
fairly and transparently,
so that the thousands of
families who rely on small
businesses continue to
have the ability to pay
their rent, feed their fami-
lies, and make ends meet.”

Those in need of imme-
diate assistance are en-
couraged to call 211 Texas/
United Way helpline to
find an organization in
their geographic region to
serve them.

Harris County announces $30 Million
grant program to assist small
businesses impacted by COVID-19

Houston (June 29, 2020)
– Lone Star College-Hous-
ton North and Comcast’s
Houston Region have an-
nounced a business part-
nership to provide free
internet access to approxi-
mately 200 LSC-Houston
North students and fami-
lies in need. The new
agreement will ensure
these students can contin-
ue their education through
the school’s distance learn-
ing offerings as many in-
person options are on
hiatus.

 The college is partner-
ing with Comcast’s Inter-
net Essentials, a program
designed for low-income
families and individuals to
acquire access to the inter-
net. In response to the
COVID-19 pandemic,
Comcast is offering two
free months of internet ac-
cess to qualifying low-in-
come families through the
end of the year. The college
is purchasing an addition-
al four months of service,
enabling six months of free
internet access.

“We are here to help our
students any way that we
can, whether that is in the

HOUSTON (June 18,
2020) – Unifying. Diverse.
Inclusive. Three things
that books, libraries and
Census 2020 have in com-
mon.

Harris County Judge
Lina Hidalgo debuted the
fourth of five Yes! to Cen-
sus 2020 murals on June
23, 2020 at High Meadows
Library located at 4500 Al-
dine Mail Rte. Rd, Hous-
ton, TX 77039.

Commissioners Adrian
Garcia, Rodney Ellis, and
Representative Armando
Walle were on site to pro-
vide important updates
regarding census self-re-
sponse and why complet-
ing the census is so
important to secure feder-
al funding for accurate rep-
resentation and improved
resources that are vital to
creating vibrant, informed,
and progressive communi-
ties.

The Aldine mural, like
its predecessors, is a visu-
al representation of the
urgent need for more citi-
zens to complete their cen-
sus questionnaire prior to
the October 31, 2020 dead-
line.  The design is a “pic-
ture-perfect postcard” view
of the neighborhood with
the caption, “Greetings
from Aldine!” The mural
was conceptualized and
installed by local artist
Colors Oner 713.

The mural’s location at
High Meadows Library
has a special significance
and deeper relationship to

Census Mural,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the goal of a complete
count with a 100% re-
sponse rate. Not only is
federal funding for librar-
ies determined by the cen-
sus, but as Census 2020  is
the first to be conducted
primarily online, libraries
remove barriers to census
completion by providing a
place where citizens who
do not have home access to
internet services can go to
respond to the question-
naire. To that effect, Har-
ris County Library
Director Edward Melton
will announce that the li-
brary will kick off a Yes! to
Census 2020 initiative
through October 31, 2020,
which will include:

_ Census-themed screen
savers in English and
Spanish uploaded to every
computer in all participat-
ing Harris County librar-
ies

_ A computer dedicated
as a “Census Station” with
the 2020census.gov web-
site on display

_ Census messaging
shared on all Harris Coun-
ty library social media
platforms and websites

_ New library card ap-
plicants will be given a ver-
bal call-to-action to
complete the census

“This is the first US cen-
sus conducted primarily
online. Public libraries
serve as access points to
ensure an equitable and
accurate count by provid-

ing hard to count popula-
tions with free public Wi-
Fi and computers to
complete the online census
form. Harris County Pub-
lic Library looks forward to
partnering with the com-
munity to achieve a com-
plete count,” states
Edward Melton, Library
Director, Harris County
Public Library.

In pre-identified under-
counted communities, UP
Art Studios identified local
artists and partnered with
community residents to
create vibrant murals that
reflect each area’s unique
character, ethnicities,
needs, and dreams, to de-
liver the Yes! to Census
2020 message. The fifth
and final mural will be re-
leased at the South Cen-
tral Houston’s S.H.A.P.E
Community Center by art-
ist Israel McCloud in July.

The Yes! to Census 2020
campaign aims to educate
Houston and Harris Coun-
ty residents that the cen-
sus is important, urgent,
safe, and easy to complete.
Local trusted voices and
hyperlocal influencers uni-
fy Houston and Harris
County residents by ampli-
fying and encouraging par-
ticipation among
multicultural and poten-
tially undercounted popu-
lations. A website with
Census 2020 resources, in-
formation and events can
be found at
www.HarrisHoustonCounts.com.

classroom or outside of it,”
said Dr. Quentin Wright,
LSC-Houston North pres-
ident. “When COVID-19
caused us to close our
buildings it was apparent
that some of our students
would not be able to finish
the semester – not because
of lack of desire and intel-
lect but because they did
not have the technological
resources at home. We are
thankful for our partner-
ship with Comcast because
we were able to fill that
gap and help our students
persist with their educa-
tional career.”

“During this unprece-
dented time, it is vital for
Houstonians to stay con-
nected to the internet – for
education, work and per-
sonal health reasons,” said
Comcast’s Ray Purser, vice
president of External Af-
fairs, Houston Region.
“We’re proud to partner
with Lone Star College-
Houston North to help
keep their students con-
nected through our Inter-
net Essentials program.”

 “Thank you Lone Star
College-Houston North for

helping me get Comcast
Wi-Fi for school, my anxi-
ety was at ease with your
help,” said Montoya Tho-
mas, Lone Star College
student. “It helps me a lot
with my schoolwork and
continuing being success-
ful in my career. Thank you
so much.”

 Fall registration is un-
derway. Visit LoneStar.edu
to more learn more about
all the opportunities Lone
Star College has to offer.

 Since 2011, Internet
Essentials has connected
396,000 low-income house-
holds in the Houston re-
gion. The regular cost for
Internet Essentials is
$9.95 per month. Those
that qualify for a broad
range of federal assistance
programs including Pell
Grants, Medicaid, HUD-
assisted housing, SNAP
and SSI, among others, are
eligible to apply for Inter-
net Essentials. Interested
students and families are
encouraged to learn more
at
www.internetessentials.com
and talk to their school
counselor about enrolling.

Lone Star College-Houston North
and Comcast team up to provide free
internet access to students and
families during pandemic
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

STATE CAPITAL
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

Social
Security
Matters

by AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor Russell Gloor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty: How do I
find out if I get any extra
earnings for my military
service of 28 years (Navy,
1982-2011), when I begin
collecting my full Social
Security retirement
benefit next year (in July
2021)? Signed: Retired
Veteran

Dear Retired Veter-
an: First, as a fellow
veteran, I want to thank
you for your 28 years of
military service, but I
need to clarify what those
“special extra earnings”
are. That’s not an addi-
tional amount which will
be added to your monthly
Social Security benefit as
a bonus for serving.
Rather it is an additional
dollar amount which has
already been added to
your earnings record for
the years you served in
the military.

Those receiving active
duty military pay have
contributed to Social
Security since 1957, and
that record of your
military pay is already on
file with Social Security.
But a long time ago
Congress decided to
bump up the recorded
earnings of those with
earlier military service to
make it easier for them to
qualify for Social Securi-
ty, and to possibly provide
a slightly higher benefit
when the earnings from
those years in the
military are included in
the computation of SS
benefits.

To compute your
benefit, Social Security
uses the 35 highest
earning years from your
lifetime earnings record
(adjusted for inflation).
So, if your earnings
during the years you
were in the military are
among the 35 years used
to calculate your SS
benefit, those military
earnings were supple-
mented with an addition-
al amount to make them
up to $1200 per year
higher than you were
actually paid. And that
higher earnings amount
possibly means a higher
Social Security benefit
because it could make
your lifetime Average
Indexed Monthly Earn-
ings (AIME) higher (a
higher AIME translates
to a higher benefit
amount).

In your case, an extra
$100 for every $300 in
your actual military pay
should have been added

Ask Rusty – About
Special Extra Earnings
for Military Service

to your earnings record
for each year you served
between 1982 and 2001
(maximum of $1200 for
each year).

For service years after
2001, no additional
“special credits” are
awarded. To verify this,
you may wish to obtain a
copy of your lifetime
Earnings Statement from
Social Security and verify
that your recorded
earnings for 1982 – 2001
are $1200 more than you
were actually paid while
serving. And if not, you
should supply a copy of
your DD-214 when
applying for your Social
Security benefits. You can
obtain a copy of your
lifetime Earnings State-
ment online if you have a
personal “my Social
Security” account at
www.ssa.gov/myaccount;
otherwise you’ll need to
request a copy directly
from Social Security.

For general informa-
tion applicable to those
who served prior to 1978,
computation of their
“special extra earnings”
were computed a little
differently. For those
veterans, the maximum
annual “special extra
earnings” supplement
was still $1,200, but the
method for computing
their extra earnings was
to give an extra $300 for
each calendar quarter of
active duty military
service. But in any case,
the special extra earnings
are an addition to your
military pay record on file
with Social Security, not
an additional dollar
amount added to your
Social Security benefit.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not repre-
sent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and
its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the
Social Security Adminis-
tration or any other
governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit
our website
(amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-
advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

“The
World of
Birds”

The raven nest was the big
news this spring.

Our neighbor, Joe, who
belongs to every social
organization in town, found
himself with very little to do. So,
every afternoon, Joe parked
himself in his Adirondack chair
and watched the ravens—
frequently with a cocktail.

This pair of ravens got a late
start, I thought. There was
another pair I passed on my
walk every day. They did some
quick renovations on an existing
nest and got right down to
business. But this pair in our
backyard seemed (like so many
young couples) to realize a little
late that they were going to
need a home for their babies.

“Oh my gosh! We better get
building a nest!” they frantically
began collecting sticks to build
the giant structure about sixty
feet in the air, in the crown of
the neighboring pine tree. Then,
one day not too long later, we
could hear the unmistakable
sound of baby ravens demand-
ing food.

From then on, it was a
nonstop show, with parents
madly flying back and forth
trying to keep their demanding
brood fed. That is when Joe
began his permanent residency
in the blue Adirondack chair.
Both my husband, Peter, and
Joe are retired and the raven
nest is between our houses.
Comparing raven notes became
the new thing that replaced all
the other things Joe and Peter
used to do.

It was last Saturday night
that everything went wrong.

Peter woke up around
midnight to the sound of ravens
screaming.

“What’s going on out there?”
Peter asked. After a terrific lot of
noise, the commotion died
down. But then, just before
sunrise, it started up again and
this time it even woke me. It
sounded like there was a war
happening in the backyard.

The next morning, the nest
was vacant.

“What happened?” Peter
wondered. Nothing good for the
ravens, that was for sure.

There were no more baby
ravens screaming for food, no
more parents flying back and
forth, no more pairs of ravens
flying at sunset. The sky was
empty—except for humming-
birds, but they don’t really
count.

Peter wrote to a friend who
used to be an animal control
officer in town. He said it could
have been a hawk or an eagle
or an owl. He said ravens were
ferocious fighters and they
might have moved the chicks to
another location.

But I talked to our neighbor
down the street who knows all
about the world of birds. “Great
horned owl,” he said and he
sounded like he knew what he
was talking about.

“There are two pair in the
neighborhood. Ravens are very
vulnerable in the nest. A great
horned owl can kill a skunk with
no problem. The middle of the
night is when they do their
work.” He did not think the little
ravens had survived the night.

“There’s a whole world of
things going on with birds that I
never guessed,” I told him. “And
it’s violent!” My neighbor
agreed.

I brought the news home to
Peter. He nodded. He didn’t
really think the raven chicks
made it either. Peter calls it the
“Saturday night massacre” and
he still watches the nest in the
evenings. No one is there.

I lay in bed last night with the
window open. The wind was
strong and I could hear it
blowing through the pine trees. I
thought about all the things
happening right in my backyard
that I would never know about. I
thought about all the dangers I
never considered—just
because they were not a danger
to me.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir is

called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn more
at CarrieClasson.com.

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott on July 2 issued an
executive order to slow the
spread of the deadly coro-
navirus while keeping Tex-
as as open as possible for
business.

With few exceptions, the
order requires all Texans
to wear a face covering
over the nose and mouth in
public spaces in counties
with 20 or more positive
COVID-19 cases.

Abbott also issued a
proclamation giving may-
ors and county judges the
ability to impose restric-
tions on some outdoor
gatherings of more than 10
people and mandating that
with certain exceptions
people cannot be in groups
larger than 10 and must
maintain six feet of social
distancing from others.

“We have the ability to
keep businesses open and
move our economy forward
so that Texans can contin-
ue to earn a paycheck, but
it requires each of us to do
our part to protect one an-
other — and that means
wearing a face covering in
public spaces,” Abbott said.

“I urge all Texans to
wear a face covering in
public, not just for their
own health, but for the
health of their families,
friends, and for all our fel-
low Texans,” he added.

Cumulative figures
posted July 5 by the Texas
Department of State
Health Services showed
some 195,239 people in
Texas diagnosed with
COVID-19 and 2,637 con-
firmed deaths resulting
from the disease.

Wear-mask videos
posted

The governor’s office re-
leased a video of Abbott to
coincide with his July 2
executive order plus two
more public service an-
nouncements imploring
Texans to step up efforts to
slow the spread of COVID-
19.

Major League Baseball
Hall of Fame catcher Iván
"Pudge" Rodríguez urges
Texans in both English
and Spanish to wear a
mask in public to protect
themselves and others
from the deadly virus.

Tom Herman, Universi-
ty of Texas head football
coach, urges Texans to
work together as a team to
stop COVID-19 by washing
hands regularly, social dis-
tancing, wearing a mask
and staying home when
possible.

Similar public service
announcements released
previously by the gover-
nor's office feature Major
League Baseball Hall of
Fame pitcher Nolan Ryan
and Dallas Cowboys line-
backer Jaylon Smith.

SNAP deadline
extended

Gov. Abbott on June 29
extended the deadline for
families to apply for the
federal Pandemic Elec-
tronic Benefit Transfer
program to July 31.

"Ensuring access to
healthy food in our com-
munities is an important
part of our response to this
pandemic," Abbott said.

This one-time benefit of
$285 per eligible child can
be used in the same way as
Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program food
benefits to pay for grocer-
ies. Eligible families in-
clude those with children
who lost access to free or
reduced-price school meals
through the National
School Lunch Program due
to school closures.

The Texas Health and
Human Services Commis-
sion partnered with the
Texas Department of Agri-
culture and the Texas Ed-
ucation Agency to launch
the $1 billion federal pro-
gram on June 1 in response
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

Winner to face
incumbent

In the top spot on the
July 14 Democratic prima-
ry election runoff ballot are
state Sen. Royce West of
Dallas and former U.S. Air
Force officer Mary "MJ"

Hegar of Round Rock. The
winner will face incumbent
Republican U.S. Sen. John
Cornyn in the Nov. 3 elec-
tion.

West, an attorney whose
current term as a state
senator will expire in 2022,
has been a member of the
body since 1993. He serves
as vice chair of the Senate
Higher Education Com-
mittee and is a member of
Senate committees on Ad-
ministration, Education
and Finance.

Hegar has 12 years of
military experience, in-
cluding three tours as a
helicopter pilot in Afghan-
istan, where she flew com-
bat search and rescue and
medical evacuation mis-
sions. She is a recipient of
the Purple Heart and the
Distinguished Flying
Cross with Valor.

Cornyn, of San Antonio,
a member of the U.S. Sen-
ate since 2002, previously
served as an associate jus-
tice of the Texas Supreme
Court from 1992 to 1997
and as Texas attorney gen-
eral from 1999 to 2002.

Revenue total
is down

State sales tax revenue
totaled $2.67 billion in
June, an amount 6.5% less
than the amount reported
for the month of June 2019,
Texas Comptroller Glenn
Hegar said on July 1.

The decline in collec-
tions was driven principal-
ly by steep drops in
remittances from oil- and
gas-related sectors. Collec-
tions from the construction
and amusement service
sectors also were down
sharply, Hegar said.

However, “While collec-
tions from restaurants also
were depressed, the extent
of the decline was checked
by increased takeout and
delivery sales," Hegar said.
"And retail trade receipts
rose significantly, buoyed
by increased online shop-
ping and building materi-
al purchases, as business
premises were modified for
COVID-19 precautions."

The majority of June
sales tax revenue is based
on sales made in May and
remitted to the agency in
June.

Governor’s order mandates
wearing of face masks in public
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.
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DRIVERS
WANTED

DRIVERS:
SGT 2000 Motor
Freight Inc. Company
Earn Up To $.45 p/
mile. O/O Earn Up To
$1.37 Based on
D.O.E. Sign On Bo-
nus $5000*
Company – Owner
Operators
713-674-2076

      15-4

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com

Frugal FrogFrugal Frog
MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it Clean

Commercial
Printing
We specialize in

4 Color Brochures,
Magazines, Sale Flyers

We print newspapers, too.
Call for a Quote

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555

MAIL TO 5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057,
or FAX TO  713-977-1188 or CALL 713-266-3444

$18.00
(20

WORDS)
2 WEEKS

GREAT VALUE • GREAT RESULTS
18.50 19.00 19.50 20.00 20.50

CLASSIFIED WORD AD FORM

NORTHEAST NEWS
Call 713-266-3444

DEADLINE
12:00
NOON

THURSDAY

Place one word per box

CREDIT CARD NO.:_________________________________ EXP. __________

NAME ON CARD: __________________________________SEC. NO. _______

ADDRESS: _____________________________CITY __________ ZIP ________

TELEPHONE: ______________________________________________

NO. OF WORDS IN AD: ___________ NO. OF WEEKS TO RUN: _______

$ AMOUNT PER WEEK____________ TOTAL AMOUNT ____________

DESIRED CLASSIFICATION HEADING: _________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION

CHECK or MASTERCARD AM EXVISA

18.00

C H U R C H    L I S T I N G S

BAPTIST:
• Betania Baptist Church, 11450
Turn St. 281-442-4258
• Center of Life Baptist Church,
11250 Bentley St. 281-442-5433
• De Priest Baptist Church, 5609
Mount Houston Rd. 281-449-0774
• Esperanza Baptist Church,
14710 Mill Rd. 281-227-0123
• First Baptist Church Kinwood,
5538 Lauder Rd. 281-442-3823
• First Baptist Church N. Houston,
4422 Lauder Rd. 281-449-7201
• First Unity Baptist Church, 2110
Aldine Bender Rd. 281-445-7379
• Grace Missionary Baptist
Church, 1823 Aldine Mail Route.
281-442-7137
• Greater Purelight Missionary,
12330 Vickery St. 281-987-1980
• Harmony Baptist Church, 1325
Lauder Rd. 281-442-3444
• Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist,
4730 Gaston St. 281-442-2947
• New Beginning Baptist Church ,
10921 Foy Ln. 713-696-9249
• New Mt. Olive Baptist Church,
4706 Mount Houston Rd. 281-
227-6885
• Parkwood Baptist Church
P.O. Box 60143. 281-442-5359

• Sonrise Community Church
P.O. Box 111581. 281-449-0994
• South Aldine Baptist Church
2121 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-442-
3124

CATHOLIC:
• St. Leo the Great Catholic
2131 Lauder Rd. 281-449-2344

CHRISTIAN
•Faith Christian Center
10118 Tidwell Rd. 281-459-1709

CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST
•Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, 65 Melbourne Street.
281-799-6289.

CHURCH OF THE NAZA-
RENE:
• Woodsdale Church of the Naza-
rene, 4903 Hollybrook Ln. 281-
442-4107

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS:
• Jehovah’s Witnesses
4416 Mohawk St. 281-442-1612

LUTHERAN:
• St Luke’s Lutheran Church,
11025 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
442-2180
•Beautiful Savior Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church, 215 Ritten-
house. 281-445-2203

METHODIST:
•Aldine First United Methodist
Church, 4623 Aldine Bender Rd.
281-442-4961.
•El Mesias United Methodist
Church, 406 E. Rittenhouse St.
713-699-8990.

PENTALCOSTAL:
• Calvary Pentecostal Church of
God, 3122 Hopper Rd. 713-694-
6112
• Iglesia Pentecostal Unida, 2410
Bertrand St. 281-590-5187
• Temple of Salvation, 4906 Haile
St. 281-987-2655

PRESBYTERIAN:
•Westminster Church
14050 Aldine Westfield Rd.
281-442-7210

SPANISH-SPEAKING:
• El Monte Calvario Church
P.O. Box 11726. 281-987-1174
• Iglesia de Dios Santidao
11721 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
219-0707
• La Iglesia de Dios Santa Sion
2332 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-449-
0536
• Manantial de Vida
2810 Lauder Rd. 281-442-7709
• Primera Iglesia Bautista
13380 Korenek St. 281-590-5642

NON-DEMOMINATIONAL/
OTHER
• Aldine Christian Church
2233 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-442-
9751
• Apostolic Bible Ctr.
P.O. Box 8569. 281-442-5171
• Bethel Community Church
2414 Lauder Rd. 281-449-1473
• Church of the Living God
4422 Hopper Rd. 281-219-3853
• Church the Lord Jesus Christ
11268 E. Hardy Rd. 281-442-0303
•Church of the Lord Jesus Christ
9407 Crofton St. 713-631-7339.
• Emmanuel Deliverance Temple
4718 Littlecrest Rd. 281-987-9166

• Grace Restoration Church
13223 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
449-5996
• Houston Restoration Church
1831 Hartwick Rd. 281-227-6260
• Houston Revival Temple
5801 Mary Francis Dr. 281-987-
3305
• Jesus Center, 11742 Aldine
Westfield Rd. 281-590-3216
• Monument of Faith Church-God
2233 Aldine Mail Rt. 281-442-
2002
• New Covenant Missionary
Church, 2202 Aldine Bender Rd.
281-987-7170
•New Gate Fellowship, 4234
Mount Houston Rd. 713-166-6684
• North Central Assembly of God,
13703 Aldine Westfield Rd. 281-
907-6609
• Pillar of Glory, 14341 Lee Rd.
281-449-6404
•Sabbathay Kingdom, 4034 Linder
St. at Kelley and Hirsch Rd., Hous-
ton, 77026. 713-635-3025.
• Temple de Poder, 10912 Aldine
Westfield Rd. 281-372-1060
• Tomb of Jesus, 1301 Aldine Mail
Rt. 281-987-1371
• Word of Deliverance Life Ctr
4001 Darwin St. 281-227-0700

• Phuc Vien Temple, 14101 East-
ex Fwy. 281-449-1900
• Gospel Shop
14341 Lee Rd. 281-227-8898
• Jimmie Guillory
13120 Luthe Rd. 281-449-6016
• Dynamic Global Interprises Inc.
2201 Little York Rd. 713-695-9830
•The Shelter Church, 4102 Laud-
er Rd. 281-846-4538

Corrections or additions can be
sent to nenewsroom@aol.com,
attn. Church Listing or by calling
713-266-3444.

SUBSCRIPTION RATE:
26 Issues, PDF to your E-Mail $12.00

Complete the form below, and return
with payment to:

NORTHEAST NEWS
5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057

❑ New   ❑ Renewal   Date____________________

E-MAIL: __________________@________________

Name_____________________________________

Address____________________________________

City ________________ State ________  Zip______

Phone ________________ Birthday ____________

(Optional Information)

Method of Payment: ❑ Check ❑ Credit Card

(Visa,MC,Amex)

Credit Card No:_____________________________

Name__________________  Expiration _________

Security Code_________

✪News
NORTHEAST   BELTWAY 8

How Nice.
A Newspaper

delivered on my
COMPUTER!

Northeast/
Beltway 8 NEWS

NOW AVAILABLE
ELECTRONICALLY!

Commercial
Printing

Call for a Quote

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555
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SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

TREE SERVICE

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392

12-4t

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print
Newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

C H U R C H    P A G E
Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

          Mariana Sanchez, Director
          Call: 281-799-9076 or 832-650-4360
          Text: 832-906.4214
          marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

RECENT DEATHS

Joel Jon Pockalnik
Ignacio V. Resendez
James Michael Waller
Dimple Ann Patrick
Jose Paulino Valcarce

Toss it into
the can. It’s
a neat idea.

HALL FOR
RENT

281-442-0578

Seats
Approximately
125 Persons

American Legion
Post 578

3415 Aldine Mail Route

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey---

1. Is the book of Philemon in the
Old or New Testament or
neither?
2. From 1 Samuel 17, how many
stones did David take with him to
fight Goliath? 2, 5, 7, 14
3. Which book first refers to
Jesus as the Prince of Peace?
Isaiah, Daniel, Matthew, Luke

4. Who is thought of as being the
"mother of all the living"? Ruth,
Sarah, Eve, Esther
5. In Numbers 22, to whom did
the donkey speak? Silas, Daniel,
Jeremiah, Balaam
6. Where was Paul the Apostle
born? Thessalonica, Tarsus, Ur,
Antioch

ANSWERS: 1) New; 2) 5
(needed only 1); 3) Isaiah 9:6; 4)
Eve, 5) Balaam; 6)

Daniel Joseph Pierre-
Auguste
Wanda Joan Story
Donald Ray Lee
Margarita Gutierrez
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By Christina Autry

Not  a l l  sa fe ty
measures taken in
the district recently
h a v e  d e a l t  w i t h
COVID-related is-
sues. “Feral hogs
are a chronic prob-
lem in many urban
centers in the U. S.,
including Houston
and Harris County,”
says Brian Burks,
Deputy Executive
Director of the East
Aldine District.

“ T h e  h o g s
traverse hundreds of
miles, following riv-
ers and bayous, that
they use as ‘hog
h ighways . ’  They
gather in parks, un-
developed proper-
t i e s  a n d
neighborhoods.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o
Texas Parks & Wild-
life, “Their razor-
s h a r p  t u s k s
combined with their
lightning speed can
cause serious inju-
ry.” So when the East
Aldine District got a
call from the HCSO
emergency dispatch
that feral hogs were
running through the
Town Center prop-
erty, they knew this
was an issue that
needed to be dealt
with quickly.

Safety and community
engagement remain
among top priorities

Houston Hog Hunters,
a public service organiza-
tion which catches feral
hogs, was called to re-
move the animals from
the neighboring Keith-
Weiss Park. Thirty hogs
were caught, including
o n e  w e i g h i n g  3 6 0
pounds, and there are
about six more adults with
babies that still need to be
captured.

We are extremely

East Aldine
District

COMMUNITY
NEWS

Feral hogs captured at Keith Weiss park in March.

Houston Hog Hunters team member Brian Burks
helped captured the feral hogs.

grateful for all of the
individuals and orga-
nizations that work
together to keep our
community safe. We
want all of our resi-
dents in East Aldine
to feel free to contact
the district offices or
police departments
with any questions or
concerns that you
may have. Together,
we will continue to
stay strong.

Food Distribution,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Commissioners Court
approves $15 million
Emergency Rental
Assistance Program to
serve low-income residents
in Harris County

HOUSTON, TX – Since
the moratorium on evic-
tions was lifted in May, al-
most 3,000 eviction cases
have been filed in Harris
County. In order to address
the urgent eviction crisis
in the midst of the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic,
Commissioners Court on
Tuesday approved a $15
million Emergency Rental
Assistance Program to
serve low-income residents
in Harris County.

 Researchers estimate
that, were it not for the fed-
eral relief in this pandem-
ic, the poverty rate would
increase from 12.8% to
16.3% this year. Local gov-
ernments, including Har-
ris County, have continued

to provide support where
others can’t or won’t.

 “We are facing an un-
precedented public health
and economic crisis. Harris
County has been able to
provide some direct relief,
but it is apparent that
there is still a great need
for assistance to keep peo-
ple in their homes and able
to afford basic needs,” said
Commissioner Ellis. “I am
hoping my colleagues will
join me to keep supporting
financial assistance pro-
grams that will go directly
to the people who need it
most."

The Emergency Rental
Assistance Program will
provide a one-time pay-
ment of $1,000 per house-
hold across all Harris
County precincts to be
used for rent and fee pay-
ments directly to land-
lords.

The Harris County
Commissioners Court also

unanimously voted in sup-
port of the COVID-19 Per-
manent Housing
Initiative, which will bring
together local organiza-
tions to house 5,000 people
over two years. The Initia-
tive will be funded by Har-
ris County, the City of
Houston and private phi-
lanthropy.

“Our local governments
are taking a big and bold
step to prevent people from
becoming homeless and to
get people off the streets
during this pandemic. I am
proud to support this col-
laborative effort and grate-
ful to Coalition for the
Homeless, The Way Home
Coalition and all of their
partners for their vision
and coordinated response
to this urgent need,” said
Commissioner Ellis.
“Housing is always impor-
tant and more crucial than
ever during this public
health crisis.”

Precinct One continues to
advocate for housing for all
Harris County residents

have been served every
Thursday. Cars line up in
the large 20 acre parking
lot and patiently wait
while the food distribution
gets under way.

Ferdows says “the cen-
tral location and the large
parking lot is ideal for
events, but also allows us
to uniquely help our com-
munity during times of
need.”

This is not the first time
that Ferdows has reached
out to help the communi-
ty. After Hurricane Har-
vey, they provided food and
water for over 8 weeks to
the community.

The boxes include fresh
fruit and milk, and will be
availble every Thursday
from July 9th through Au-
gust 27, Ferdows said.

Helping with the distri-
bution and food supply are
Borden Dairy, DiMare
Fresh Produce, East Aldi-
ne District and Harris
County Deputies,  and
Danny and Donna Garcia,
who are coordinating the
drives. State Representa-
tive Armando Walle has
also championed the Food
Drive.

The Stampede and Es-
capade Event Centers are
part of ImagenVenues, and
are located at 11903 East-
ex Freeway. The larges
clubs have buildings of
50,000 and 35,000, and
hold many popular com-
munity events and con-
certs.

The food drive is open to
everyone, with no pre-reg-
istration or appointment
necessary. Just bring your
car Thursday mornings,
and benefit from the drive.
Recipients are welcome to
come every week during
the Food Drive.

Cars line up early on Thursday morning, as
volunteers load up their car with the food box
and milk containers.

Several lines of distribution are set up in front of
the Stampede and Escapade Centers, which are
seen in the background. Wait times are short due
to multiple line, even though several thousand
cars fill the parking lot for their turn.

Rob Ferdows, left, and State Representative
Armando Walle, far right, help load food boxes
and milk containers into a resident’s car.

Progress photos of Town
Center Construction

The steel frame of the East Aldine District Office Building has been
erected, and work continues on the outside enclosure, as seen below
in an architect’s rendering.

An aerial view shows the East Aldine District building in the center,
with the Lone Star College at left, and BakerRipley in the background.


