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TO OUR READERS:
The current Covid-19

Pandemic and other
economic conditions have
caused us to combine some
issues every two weeks, and
to change distribution to Pick-
up locations. See page 7 for
50 locations where you can
get a copy of the Northeast
News, and page 6 for email
subscriptions. We thank you
for your continued support.

¡Ya esta
aquí,
el mejor
premio
para su
buen
gusto!
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Aldine starts back to school August 17
Distributes computers, hotspots, food boxes, backpacks

Todd Mission, TX (July
24, 2020) – Preparations
are in full swing at the
Texas Renaissance Festi-
val with just over two
months before the gates
open for the start of the
festival’s 46th season on
October 3, 2020. As the
largest Renaissance festi-
val in the nation, the Tex-
as Renaissance Festival
management team has
been working closely with
Grimes County and local
government and emergen-
cy and health agencies to
ensure COVID-19 re-
sponse and communica-
tions plans are in place
that will be followed prior
to and during the months
of October and November
when the festival is open.

TRF’s plan includes de-
contamination prior to fes-
tival and camping days
and nightly when the fes-
tival is open, nightly clean-
ing of the shoppes, and
spot cleaning and sanitiz-
ing throughout the day as
required by state proto-
cols. 80 sanitizing stations
will be installed at the fes-
tival, while 50 will be lo-
cated throughout the
Fields of New Market
Campground.

All TRF staff, perform-

ers and vendors will be re-
quired to wear a face mask
during the season. If there
is a state face mask man-
date, patrons will be re-
quired to wear face masks.
If there is no state man-
date in place, patrons will
not be required to wear
masks, but will be strong-
ly encouraged to do so. Pa-
trons who attend the
festival will have the op-
portunity to participate in
a daily face mask contest
that will be judged on cre-
ativity and coordination
with the costume or
themed weekend. Temper-
ature checks will be re-
quired of all TRF staff,
performers, and vendors
before each shift, and any
employee with a fever will
be sent home.

Anticipating capacity
limitations, the Texas Re-
naissance Festival moved

to date specific tickets with
no ticket sales at the gate.
Patrons will be able to pur-
chase festival admission
tickets in advance online
at www.texrenfest.com/
tickets-season-passes,
Groupon and at H-E-B
stores. TRF will continue
the tradition of Kids 12
and under get in free on
Sundays. Additionally,
electronic people counters
will be installed at the en-
trance and exit gates to
keep a real-time count of
people on the festival
grounds.

Social distancing mea-
sures will include signage
reminding patrons about
distancing, hand sanitizing
and face masks, limiting
patrons in shoppes, main-
taining 6’ in line and re-
ducing seating at the
entertainment stages.

The Texas Renaissance
Festival plan will continue
to be revised as new infor-
mation and input from
government and health au-
thorities is available. TRF
will communicate expecta-
tions for the 2020 season
via the
www.texrenfest.com web-
site, e-newsletters, press
releases and all TRF social
media channels.

Texas Renaissance Festival
plans to open on Oct. 3
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COVID-19
Cases as of

August 5, 2020

122,745 POSITIVE
1,307 DEATHS

69,272 RECOVERED

474,420 POSITIVE
7,494 DEATHS

315,652 RECOVERED

18,710,668 POSITIVE
704,869 DEATHS

11,284,150 RECOVERED

4,818,328 POSITIVE
157,930 DEATHS

1,576,425 RECOVERED

HOUSTON (Aug. 3,
2020) – When classes
begin for the fall semes-
ter on Monday, Aug. 24,
Michelle Luna will be
among the first students
taking part in the new
Heating, Ventilation,
Air Conditioning and
Refrigeration Program
launching at Lone Star
College-East Aldine
Center.

A recent graduate
from Aldine Senior High
School, Luna became
the first student to en-
roll  in the program
w h e n  s h e  c h o s e  t o
broaden her career path
at LSC-East Aldine
Center to follow in her
father’s footsteps in the
HVAC industry.

Luna began working
part-time with her dad
at his HVAC job when
she was a freshman in
high school, turning the
opportunity into her
full-time summer job.
She was in good hands
for the work. Her father

has worked in the indus-
try for nearly 30 years.

Now, Luna is ready to
take her skill set to the
next level  with the
training provided at the
LSC-East Aldine Center
to earn her Class A li-
cense, allowing her to
work with any size
HVAC unit. Once she
completes her workforce
training, Luna plans to
once again work along-
side her father, but with
a new company.

“I am planning to get
my license to start my
own HVAC business
with my dad in about
three years,” Luna said.
“I want to learn every-
thing there is to know
about HVAC.”

Fall registration is
currently open, and all
students who enroll in
at least nine credit
hours by Wednesday,
Aug. 12, will be entered
into a drawing for priz-
es including laptop com-
p u t e r s  a n d  $ 1 , 0 0 0

scholarships.
Students interested

in registering for the fall
semester should visit
LoneStar.edu/Learn-
More.

Lone Star College of-
fers high-quality, low-
cost academic transfer
and career training ed-
ucation to 99,000 stu-
dents each semester.
LSC is training tomor-
row’s workforce today
and redefining the com-
munity college experi-
ence to support student
success. Stephen C.
Head, Ph.D., serves as
chancellor of LSC, the
largest institution of
higher education in the
Houston area with an
annual economic impact
of nearly $3 billion. LSC
consists of seven colleg-
es, eight centers, two
university centers, Lone
Star Corporate College
and LSC-Online. To
l e a r n  m o r e ,  v i s i t
LoneStar.edu.

First student enrolls in new
HVAC Program at Lone Star
College-East Aldine

THOUSANDS of cars lined up at M.O. Campbell Center last Wednesday for a free
food and backpack distribution, sponsored by Aldine ISD and BakerRipley. There
were also 5000 free computers and hotspots handed out on another day at Aldine
High School. There will be a second handout of computers on August 14 of this
week.

ALDINE – Like many
school districts in the
Houston-area, the Aldine
Independent School Dis-
trict is going to begin the
school year with virtual
learning. In order to meet
the needs of students in
the district and bridge the
digital divide, Aldine ISD
officials handed out
Chromebooks and hotspots
to hundreds of families last
Monday.

The drive-thru distribu-
tion event took place at
Aldine High School Mon-
day afternoon ahead of the
district’s Aug. 17 start
date.

“All children deserve
equal access to education
and so with COVID-19
magnifying that devise, we
are making sure that our
students are getting the
learning tools that they
need to be successful,” said
Aldine High School Assis-
tant Principal Shavonya
Rasberry-Vaughan.

District officials said
more than 5,000 families
signed up for the event and
each family got one set of
devices. With such a high
need among students in
the district, officials say
they will plan a second
event to hand out devices
to more students.

Aldine ISD distributed computers at Aldine HS Monday.

District Gears Up for
Second Round of Device
Distribution for Students

Families need to submit
an online request form by

midnight on August 10;
distribution will take place
on August 14.

Distance learning on-
line education. A schoolboy
boy studies at home and
does school homework. A
home distance learning.

The Aldine Independent
School District is providing
Chromebooks to students
that need one just in time
for the first day of school,
August 17.

The District’s re-entry
plan, Return to Learn, has
all students learning virtu-
ally from home for at least
the first three weeks of the

2020-21 school year. Cur-
rently, Aldine’s plan allows
a return to physical class-
rooms on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 8, if their parents
or legal guardians have
chosen the on-campus

learning model. Students
on the learning at home
model will continue to re-
ceive virtual instruction.

Earlier this month, the
District held the first
round of device distribu-

tion targeting families that
had chosen the learning at
home option. To get tech-
nology in the hands of
more students, Aldine ISD
is hosting another learning
device distribution event
on August 14 geared to:

• families that selected
Learning On Campus on
the Commitment Form
and have not already re-
ceived a device, and

• families that received
confirmation to pick up a
loaner device on August 3
but did not attend (regard-
less of the reason).

If other children in the
h o m e  h a v e  a l r e a d y
checked out a learning de-
vice (e.g., Chromebook,
laptop), the family is not
eligible at this time.

Families that do not
have a personal device at
home should consider re-
questing a device. Stu-
dents learning on campus
will need a device at home
to complete assigned tasks
online.

Aldine will contact fam-
ilies that selected Learn-
ing On Campus on Friday,
August 7. They need to
complete a Request for
Technology Form online.
The link to the form will
remain open until mid-

See SCHOOL STARTS,
page 3

See Page 8 for complete information
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Aldine ISD is pleased to
announce that Serjio Me-
dina has been selected as
the new principal for Car-
roll Elementary School.

Medina received his
bachelor’s degree from the
University of Texas-Austin
and earned his Master’s in
Educational Administra-
tion from Sam Houston
State University.

Medina, an alumnus
from Aldine High School, is
very familiar with Carroll
Elementary. It is the ele-
mentary school Medina at-
tended as a student in
Aldine. Upon graduating
from UT, Medina returned
to Aldine ISD and began
his career in education in
2013 as a fourth-grade
math and science teacher
at Bussey Elementary.

A few years later, Medi-
na transferred to Smith
Elementary, where he
served as a teacher and
took a leadership role as an
instructional leader. In
2017, Medina was named
the assistant principal of
Gray Elementary.

Over the years, Medina
gained acknowledgment
for developing new, engag-
ing teaching practices, cre-
ating a positive school
culture centered on stu-
dent achievement, and
building parent engage-
ment.

D r .  L a T o n y a  M .
Goffney, Superintendent of
Schools, stated, “I have
said it many times before
— Leadership matters.
Sergio is an amazing lead-
er. He is capable of inspir-

Aldine ISD Names Serjio
Medina New Principal of
Carroll Elementary

ing, leading, and support-
ing his staff and forging
relationships with families
to increase student out-
comes and success. We are
looking for these charac-
teristics in leadership as
we continue to build on our
strategic plan to ensure
our students have access to
high-quality schools and
learning experiences.”

Medina is an advocate
for equity in education for
all students. He firmly be-
lieves that education is
critical to help one gener-
ation at a time to achieve
the American dream. Me-
dina believes that it pre-
pares students for their
future and gives them
more choices and opportu-
nities in life. Each time
students meet their goals,

they are closer to making
the next generation of
their families better and
leaving them with new
goals and higher expecta-
tions.

“While my Gray Ele-
mentary family will al-
ways have a special place
in my heart, it is an honor
to be given the opportuni-
ty to lead Carroll Elemen-
tary. The staff members
and I are working togeth-
er to build on the school’s
success,” said Medina.

Medina,  who began
leading Carroll Elementa-
ry in June, reports to his
respective School Assis-
tant Superintendent and
the  Chief  o f  Schools ,
Katherine Roede.

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower

8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

Aldine ISD sets requirements
visitors to campuses/district
facilities

When Aldine ISD cam-
puses reopen, visitors must
make an appointment with
the school or district facil-
ity. All visitors must wear
a cloth mask covering both
the nose and mouth at all
times when inside district
buildings. Those who enter
a campus building and
refuse to wear a cloth mask
will be asked to leave.

Visitors must report at
the front desk and have
their temperature taken
before being allowed entry
into a school or district fa-
cility. They will also be
asked to use the hand san-
itizer station that will be

This summer, Aldine
ISD Child Nutrition served
over 1.6 million curbside
meals to Aldine ISD fami-
lies. During the 2020-2021
school year Child Nutri-
tion will continue to offer
meals for students who
have chosen to learn on
campus and at home.

Beginning Monday, Au-
gust 17, Aldine ISD will
provide 58 curbside meal
sites for Aldine ISD stu-
dents. Meals will be pro-
vided on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
4 to 6 p.m.

Monday: (Breakfast and
Lunch for Monday and
Tuesday)

Wednesday: (Breakfast
and Lunch for Wednesday
and Thursday)

Friday: (Breakfast and
Lunch for Friday)

The first priority of
Child Nutrition is to en-

Child Nutrition Prepares to Feed
Aldine ISD Students for the Upcoming
School Year

located on the reception-
ist’s desk.

Visitors will be required
to social distance and
should not congregate in
the halls, indoor commons
spaces or be moving about
the facility unless entering
or departing the campus/
district facility.

Only one visitor per
family will be admitted to
a campus or district facili-
ty.

These steps are being
taken to ensure the safety
and security of Aldine ISD
students, staff and district
visitors.

sure the health, safety, and
well-being of our students.
Through continued guid-
ance from the State of Tex-
as, the Texas Education
Agency, and local health
authorities, the Return to
School guidelines will be
used to continue the food
services program while
maintaining social dis-
tancing as well as safety
and sanitation protocols.

Although the district
will continue to provide
curbside meals, AISD un-
derstands that some of our
families will not have ac-
cess to pick up meals
throughout the week. The
district is working with
several apartment com-
plexes in the community to
provide meal delivery.
Child Nutrition and Trans-
portation will work togeth-
er to bring weekly meals to
those students.

Students do not have to

be present for meal pickup,
however, a student ID
must be provided at break-
fast and lunch to ensure
efficient scanning of ID for
payment and minimize
touching of ID by multiple
staff. Families can find
their student ID by visit-
ing theirSchoolCafe.com or
Home Access Center ac-
count.

Region 4 Education Service
Center named Yvonne López-
Taylor Elementary Teacher of
the Year. Instead of an in-per-
son gala ceremony, the event,
Heroes for Children, went vir-
tual this year. Region 4 an-
nounced the winners on
August 3. The Secondary
Teacher of the Year Award
went to Janet Menzie from
Fort Bend ISD. Both will be
advancing to the state compe-
tition.

Pam Wells, executive direc-
tor of Region 4, kicked off the
ceremony with showcasing all
79 Teachers of the Year across
the region, including the 10 fi-
nalists, who underwent a rig-
orous process that included a
panel of judges. They were se-
lected from among more than
76,000 teachers in the areas.
The state winners will be an-
nounced later this fall.

The virtual event had sev-
eral special guests, including
Bob Harvey, president/CEO of
the Greater Houston Partner-
ship, and Scott McClelland,
President H-E-B, congratulat-
ed all the teachers.

Superintendent LaTonya
M. Goffney lauded López-Tay-
lor for the distinction and her
work.

“Yvonne uses art to help
students express their
thoughts and emotions. Stu-
dents learn to be creative, to
solve problems, and create
meaning in their lives in her
class. All of these skills are
critical for success in school
and life,” said Dr. Goffney.
“Yvonne understands not only
the power of art but also the
promise we as educators make
to our students: to bring our
passion to the classroom and
always find ways to inspire
students. I am so proud of her
and proud to know that the
Region 4 Teacher of the Year
is from Aldine ISD.”

López-Taylor grew up in
the Aldine area and attended
Stephens Elementary School
before joining the magnet
school program attending Be-
thune and Drew academies
before graduating in 2005
from Carver High School for
Engineering, Applied Technol-
ogy, and the Arts.

Art has always been a part
of López-Taylor’s life. Growing
up, she only wanted art sup-
plies, books, and dinosaurs.
López-Taylor’s parents always
encouraged her love of art by
taking her to museums and
galleries. She is grateful to

her family, who continually
supports everything she and
her young artists do.

As a student in AISD, Ló-
pez-Taylor took part in nu-
merous contests between
middle school and high
school. The Carver grad prais-
es her art teachers who curat-
ed her art portfolio, which led
to scholarships and the oppor-
tunity to attend the Milwau-
kee Institute of Art & Design.
It is Wisconsin’s only four-
year, private college of visual
art and design. López-Taylor
double majored in communi-
cation design and printmak-
ing.

López-Taylor has been
teaching for seven years, but
she didn’t start in a classroom.
After college, she started a
career in advertising but
knew she wanted to be an art
teacher. Her goal was to come
back to Carver and teach art
“to make her students feel em-
powered by making art and
learning new things.”

López-Taylor wanted to
make students feel the same
way she did in the art studio.
She credits her sister, a teach-
er at Jones Primary School, as
one of her biggest influences
in encouraging her to follow
her dreams of becoming an art
teacher. She is López-Taylor’s
constant collaborator in all
things, such as learning new
skills and ideas and now, vir-
tual learning.

While her first teaching
position in 2013 did not in-
clude “art” in the title, she in-
tegrated art in her lessons to
prekindergarten students at
Jones EC/PreK/K School. Ló-
pez-Taylor still integrates
subjects, only this time from
the art studio at Carter Acad-
emy, and she integrates read-
ing and math in her art
lessons to students in Grades
1-5.  She loves being able to
build confidence in her stu-
dents, introducing them to dif-
ferent cultures and ways of
thinking, and creating. López-
Taylor teaches her students
that it is perfectly fine to
make mistakes. They learn
how to start over with a new
outlook. According to López-
Taylor, art is a creative outlet
for students and a way to en-
hance learning.

“Art class is a safe haven.
Art integration, whether visu-
al, dance, music, or drama
brings a lesson to life,” added
López-Taylor. “Lessons be-
come more memorable when

the arts are integrated. I can
still remember lessons from
elementary school because of
the arts being infused. Art
should always be part of a les-
son. The arts make content
more accessible, help students
understand and express ab-
stract concepts, build commu-
nity, but most importantly
provide opportunities for all
learners, even those strug-
gling, to be successful. I have
seen this firsthand. We all
have those struggling with ac-
ademics and even behavior,

and many times it’s through
the arts that these students
shine!

“Art class may be the first
place they hear ‘great job or I
knew you could do this! I am
good at school.’ That is so in-
credibly critical to a student
at any age, but especially our
young students who are form-
ing connections, developing
confidence, and building self-
esteem. They need to succeed
and hear words of praise and
acknowledgment.”

As an art teacher, López-
Taylor has had many opportu-
nities to present at the
district, city, state, and nation-
al levels, but one of her favor-
ite projects to work on is very
local: the “Let’s TACO ’bout it”
segments with AldineTV. The
show’s acronym stands for
Teaching Art Collaboratively
Online (TACO). She and her
cohost demonstrate how ev-
eryone can integrate other
subjects into every art lesson,
and it offers a chance to show
students’ works on YouTube.
When At-Home learning be-
gan in the spring, the record-
ed episodes were shared again
to help every educator create
engaging experiences.

Collaboration and net-
working are essential to Ló-
pez-Taylor. She added that she

continues learning from oth-
er teachers, and is grateful for
her “Aldine art flamingos.” Ac-
cording to López-Taylor, Dr.
Michaelann Kelley, the former
AISD director of visual arts,
helped open doors for Aldine
artists and teachers. She stat-
ed that there is no team like
#AldineArt. It is this collabo-
ration that led to the Aldine
art teachers being ahead of
the game with online learning.
The group had already devel-
oped online lessons. López-
Taylor credits art for teaching

people to adapt and problem
solve or cope through some-
thing like the pandemic.

“Art for many young Tex-
ans is a significant reason
they show up to school or sign
in to virtual school during the
pandemic,” said Kaileigh
Newman, the director of visu-
al arts. “It provides a portal to
the world, and as they connect
and understand their world,
their self-efficacy and self-es-
teem increase. Art is an excel-
lent tool for self-reflection.
Students use it to express
themselves and to go deep into
oneself. No students in Texas
have as thorough experience
in the arts than those in Aldi-
ne. One of our brightest stars
is Yvonne. Her students are
lucky to be taught by her. She
bestows her students with a
passport to achieve and create
in a way that is both global
and personal. No one is proud-
er of Yvonne than her col-
leagues here at home in
Aldine.”

The students drive López-
Taylor to advocate for art ed-
ucation. She wants to show
her students the world
through art, and she wants
the world to see what her stu-
dents can do. The most fun
part of her work is seeing her
students’ confidence grow and

hearing them discuss art and
their artwork, especially when
they discover something new.

“I loved watching the stu-
dents take ownership of the
art studio and see their confi-
dence’ glow,’” López-Taylor
said. “I loved the laughs and
experimentation and growth.
I also hosted a virtual art club
for our families and students.
Everyone loved sharing. We
laughed and chatted as if we
were back in the art studio. I
was so happy after the ses-
sion, and then I bawled. I miss
my students. This quarantine
took an impact on teachers
too. We miss our kids and our
classrooms.”

When asked what she
would be doing if she didn’t
teach art, López-Taylor reiter-
ated that teaching art means
everything to her. She gets to
teach culture, acceptance, con-
fidence, and everyone’s stories
all at once. López-Taylor
would not want to leave art,
but if she had to, she would
still teach but always inte-
grate art into all her lessons.

Teaching art can have its
challenges with some people
thinking art is not a serious
core subject or that she had
students coloring or crafting.
López-Taylor admits that she
and her students do have fun,
but her students are doing
more than just making crafts.
López-Taylor hopes art re-
mains a vital part of all stu-
dents’ educational experience.
She cannot imagine learning
without the arts, which she
credits for learning about
chemical compounds, archi-
tectural structures, important
historical people, mixtures
versus solutions, supply and
demand, and many more les-
sons. She firmly believes that
young artists are problem
solvers, quick thinkers, collab-
orators, speakers, inventors,
and more.

“Yvonne is a global think-
er, and she can reach kids and
make connections with adults,
which make her unique and
such a great art teacher and
art education advocate,” said
Dr. Michaelann Kelley, assis-
tant professor of art and de-
sign at Mount St. Joseph
University (Cincinnati, OH).
“While in Aldine, I was fortu-
nate enough to work with and
see Yvonne blossom. I moved
out of state, but Aldine and
the art teachers will always
hold a special place in my
heart. Seeing one of our Aldi-

ne teachers and an Aldine
grad, win Region 4 Elementa-
ry Teacher of the Year, is one
of my proudest moments.”

To future teachers consid-
ering teaching art, she advis-
es that they shouldn’t
be afraid to make mistakes
and to try new things. They
should always keep learning
and collaborating with others.
And they should ask ques-
tions. They should be passion-
ate about what they teach and
what they do. If they don’t
enjoy teaching, their students
will know.

López-Taylor teaches her
students many lessons, but
the classroom mantra is
“Beautiful Oops.” It also forms
part of the legacy she hopes
to leave behind. The first day
of art class begins with read-
ing ‘Beautiful Oops’ by Barney
Saltzberg. López-Taylor focus-
es on the simple but complex
message of ‘When you think
you have made a mistake…
oops … think of it as an op-
portunity to make something
beautiful!’ For López-Taylor,
this translates to keep learn-
ing, try new things, not to be
afraid of mistakes, and always
to stay creative. She hopes
that when her students think
about her, they not only re-
member the dinosaurs and
cheeseburgers but also re-
member their mantra, to be
confident, to be kind to each
other, and most importantly,
to be their true selves.

On receiving the Region 4
Elementary Teacher of the
Year honor, López-Taylor was
lost for words but expressed
how much she loved her stu-
dents, her school, and the dis-
trict. Afterward, she
expressed her thoughts in de-
tail.

“Being named Elementary
Teacher of the Year proves art
education is important. The
arts make me a teacher. This
recognition means my con-
stant advocating for the arts
is making a difference, which
motivates me to keep advocat-
ing for my young artists. It
means diversity is being em-
braced in education. I am cry-
ing happy tears and that all
my beautiful oops and learn-
ing got me here.”

Follow López-Taylor, her
students and her pink flamin-
gos on Twitter to see all the
art, adventures, experiences,
and collaboration
efforts: @mslowpaz

Aldine ISD Art Teacher Yvonne López-Taylor
Named Region 4 Elementary Teacher of the Year
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Pct. 3 deputies capture
alligator in
Summerwood

HOUSTON – A few
Harris County Precinct
3 deputies and some lo-
cal authorities in north-
east Harris County had
an exciting Tuesday.

According to a You-
Tube video shared by
Landon McDonald, with
Precinct 3, Earl the 9-
foot gator was found in
the Summerwood neigh-
borhood.

Earl put up a good
fight and it took the “ga-
tor patrol” a while to get
him out of the water. In
the end, the video shows
they were able to secure
Earl and put him safely
into a truck.

Harris County Pre-
cinct 3 Constable Sher-
man Eagleton said Earl
was released to the Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife
Department for rehom-
ing.

Job opportunity for people 16 years and
over.� Work the polls during the November
2020 election season.�

I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b e c o m i n g  a n  e l e c t i o n
worker,call 713.755.6965.

(Houston, TX) –– The Harris County Clerk’s Office is looking for elec-
tion workers to staff more than 800 voting centers that will be open for the
November 3, 2020 General Election. Election workers are also needed three
weeks prior to the election to work at approximately 100 voting centers
during the Early Voting period, October 13-30.

“We expect a high turnout for the upcoming general election. Early pre-
dictions indicate that more than 65 percent of the 2.4 million registered
voters in Harris County will cast a ballot in November,” said Harris Coun-
ty Clerk Chris Hollins. “We need more than 1,000 election workers for
the Early Voting period – which has been extended to three weeks – and
more than 8,000 election workers for Election Day. I highly encourage all
civic-minded residents of Harris County to consider serving our communi-
ties as election workers.”

To serve as an election worker, you must be a registered voter in Harris
County, have transportation to and from the polling location, and be able
to attend training. Bilingual election workers are needed and encouraged
to apply. Students 16 years of age and older can apply to work as student
clerks. All of these positions are paid.

“We will take every possible measure to keep voters and election work-
ers safe, from keeping voting centers sanitized, to enforcing social distanc-
ing, to providing personal protective equipment to all election workers and
voters,” said Clerk Hollins.

HOUSTON - Mayor
Sylvester Turner an-
nounced today that he has
directed the Houston Po-
lice Department to issue
warnings and citations to
anyone not wearing a face
mask or face covering re-
quired by the state’s man-
datory mask order. Police
will not ticket those who
are not wearing a mask if
they meet the exemption
criteria. The citation car-
ries a $250 fine.

“We know that wearing
a mask or face-covering in

public is one of the most
effective methods to slow
the spread of COVID-19,”
said Mayor Sylvester
Turner. “Lives are at stake,
so I am taking this step to
save lives and slow the vi-
rus from spreading in Au-
gust.”

Houston police will not
respond to 9-1-1 calls
about people not wearing
masks.

The mayor’s announce-
ment happened on the
same day the Houston
Health Department re-

ported 1,104 new cases of
COVID-19, bringing
Houston’s total to 50,896.
There are six newly-re-
ported deaths, bringing
the city’s total to 478.

“For months, we have
focused on education and
not citations. But now, I
am instructing the Hous-
ton Police Department to
issue necessary warnings
and citations to anyone
not wearing a mask in
public if they do not meet
the criteria for an exemp-
tion,” Mayor Turner said.

COVID MASKS
new policy for Houston

So many students today
struggle to find the perfect
fit when it comes to balanc-
ing college courses, jobs,
and career aspirations.
Veronica Sanches found
that Lone Star College pro-
vided a perfect fit for her
as she earned her Associ-
ate degree while working
and now oversees a $10
million budget for East Al-
dine Management District.

Then known as North
Harris Montgomery Com-
munity College, Veronica
was the first in her family
to attend college after
graduating from Mac-
Arthur High School. While
attending classes, she also
became a LSC employee,
first as a student assistant,
then part-time assistant
with the LSC Police De-
partment, and later a full-
t i m e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Assistant for the Office of
Emergency Management
for LSC.

In addition to the work/
school balance Veronica
found at LSC, she says it
was the professors that
made it a perfect fit for her.
“My most memorable expe-
rience was my college alge-
bra and geology classes. I
remember thinking these
were going to be my most
difficult classes, but the
way the professors taught
was something I will nev-
er forget. It was them be-

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT:
Lone Star College was the
perfect fit for Veronica Sanches

ing passionate about each
student’s accomplishments
that made me continue in
my educational goals,” she
said.

Sanches  ult imately
earned her bachelor’s de-
gree from Sam Houston
State University and is
now Director of Services
for East Aldine Manage-
ment District. The District
works to enhance the so-
cial and economic well be-
ing of Aldine which is also
home to LSC’s East Aldi-
ne Center. East Aldine
Management District is an
ardent, long time support-

er of LSC Foundation and
Sanches’ colleague, Rich-
ard Cantú serves on the
Foundation board.

As Veronica simply put,
“It all started with LSC
being my home away from
home. The classes were
just the right size, the pro-
fessors were always help-
ful and LSC helped with
my transition to my four-
year college. LSC was part
of my “growing years.”
LSC has always been a
part of my life from a stu-
dent to my first full-time
job.”

VERONICA SANCHES

night on Monday, August
10. Registration must be
completed by midnight on
Monday, August 10. Please
note that at this time, we
are limiting devices to one
per family.

Families who received a
confirmation email for the
August 3 device distribu-
tion but were unable to
pick up their device will
receive a new confirmation
email on August 12. These
families do not need to
complete the Request for
Technology Device Form
again.

 “Aldine ISD is working
hard to ensure students
have access to learning
tools during these unprec-
edented times. Earlier this
month, we distributed al-
most 4,000 devices to stu-
dents across the District,”
said Chief Business and
Operations Officer Dr.
Tamika Alford-Stephens.
“As we near the first day
of school, we recognize that
many of our families are
still without technology to
support student learning.”

Alford-Stephens noted
that Aldine and other
school districts are adapt-
ing to a “new” normal due
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. She added that AISD
would continually monitor
local health conditions and
r e a s s e s s  a s  n e e d e d
throughout the school
year.

 “Providing students ac-
cess to a device before the
start of the school year will
help them complete as-
signed tasks online once
schools open, but they will
also have a smoother tran-

sition if we need to go to
our online learning plat-
form this school year,” Al-
ford-Stephens said.

While the District is
limiting devices to one per
family, as more devices be-
come available, additional
distributions will take
place.

Families without inter-
net are encouraged to
reach out to their cell
phone and internet provid-

School Starts in Aldine,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Important Information
for Families

If a parent or legal guardian did not
receive an email regarding registering for a
device, the District encourages them to
update their contact information in the Home
Access Center (HAC) to ensure AISD has their
most updated information.

Please be aware that a request does not
guarantee that a family or student will
receive a device. Those who have received
confirmation emails are eligible to receive a
device. A device has been allocated for them.

Parents who miss the 8-14-2020
distribution date: If a parent or legal
guardian misses their appointment time, they
should work with their school leader to pick
up a device. Their confirmation email
identifies that they qualify for a device.

Devices that are not picked up by families
who received a confirmation email on August
14 will remain at the designated high school
campus as the District anticipates that
additional distributions will happen at the
five sites.

ers. Several cell phone ser-
vice and internet providers
are offering access to free
internet for those who live
in our community. The
District has also compiled
a list of known resources
for Aldine ISD.

For more information
about the District’s device
distribution plan, please
visit our Aldine ISD Dis-
trict Devices FAQs.

Take Pride in
our Community
 Keep it Clean

HOUSTON – Sam Hous-
ton MSTC Plumbing and
Pipes Trades teacher Raul
Ortega has been named one
of 50 finalists from across
the nation for the 2020 Har-
bor Freight Tools for Schools
Prize for Teaching Excel-
lence.

The award, which was
started in 2017 by national
tool retailer Harbor Freight
Tools founder Eric Smidt,
recognizes outstanding in-
struction in skilled trades in
U.S. public high schools.

Ortega, a licensed plumb-
er, is entering his ninth year
at Sam Houston MSTC. Or-
tega’s hands-on classroom
includes bathroom and
kitchen simulators where
students learn to install fix-
tures and piping systems
using curriculum from the
National Center for Con-
struction Education & Re-
search (NCCER). Students
enrolled in the program also
perform basic plumbing re-
pairs for homeowners in the
Sam Houston MSTC com-
munity and learn directly
from local employers who
visit Ortega’s classroom reg-
ularly to hire graduating
seniors.

“We are incredibly proud
of Mr. Ortega’s accomplish-
ment and dedication to his
students,” HISD Interim
Superintendent Grenita
Lathan said. “Empowering
students to pursue careers
through our various CTE
offerings is a top priority in
HISD. I am thrilled to see
Mr. Ortega’s work recog-
nized at a national level.”

Eighty percent of Orte-
ga’s students receive all
three levels of their NCCER
credentials after three years
in the Plumbing and Pipes
Trades program at Sam
Houston MSTC. Half of his
graduating seniors enter a

plumbing or construction
trade upon graduation.

Ortega now advances to
a second round of competi-
tion, where he and other fi-
nalists will create
innovative instruction ideas
and teaching practices that
would inspire students. Two
rounds of judging by sepa-
rate independent panels of
reviewers will narrow the
field to 18 winners and ulti-
mately name three grand
prize recipients.

“Mr. Ortega is very
knowledgeable about all
things related to plumbing
and construction, and he
builds great relationships
with students on the way to
preparing them for a career,”
Sam Houston MSTC Prin-
cipal Alan Summers said.
“Mr. Ortega has consistent-
ly produced students who
rank at the top of their field
nationally and in Texas. I
believe that this, along with
his love for plumbing,

makes him an excellent ed-
ucator.”

The 18 winners will split
$1 million in prizes. Grand
prize winners will each re-
ceive $100,000, with
$70,000 going to their high
school’s CTE or skilled
trades program and $30,000
to the individual teacher
behind the winning pro-
gram. The 15 additional
winners will each be award-
ed $50,000, with $35,000
going to their high school’s
program and $15,000 to the
teacher.

“I was stunned and hum-
bled to learn that I was se-
lected as one of 50 finalists
in the nation,” Ortega said.
“I am excited to continue my
journey serving our children
as they seek to enter re-
warding, high-demand ca-
reers. I have a true passion
for this work, so this recog-
nition means a lot to me.”

Sam Houston MSTC teacher named
finalist for national award in CTE

Raul Ortega, Sam Houston MSTC teacher
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

“The Blue Tarp”
I noticed my wrists were

sticking to my desk.
This was a gradual

awareness. I spend almost
all day at my desk and I
don’t know precisely when
it started, but I finally
looked down because my
wrists were undeniably
sticky. I had used the wrist
rest in front of my keyboard
for… well, forever, and I’d
noticed there were a few
rips in the fabric. This had
apparently progressed,
completely unnoticed, un-
til the wrist rest had start-
ed to ooze some awful
sticky substance, which
was now stuck to my arm.

“How did this happen?”
I asked myself.

I have a friend whose fa-
ther was a hoarder. She de-
scribed the process
whereby the house slowly
filled with his stuff. He
would conquer one room
and then, almost impercep-
tibly, move into the next
room until one day, the
family found they could no
longer use the kitchen
range because it was piled
high with stuff.

“How does this happen?”
I asked her.

I remember a trip across
the country when my hus-
band, Peter, and I came
upon a mobile home, sitting
by itself, completely cov-
ered in a faded blue tarp. I
assumed the home was
abandoned until I saw
there was a light on. The
light was kind of hard to
see because all the win-
dows were covered with the
blue tarp.

“How do you get to the
point where you are living
under a blue tarp?” I asked
Peter.

“Gradually,” he said. I
think this is probably true.

I’m guessing there
might have been a way to
fix that roof that would
have allowed the occupants
to see out the windows. But
they probably thought this
would work for a little
while. Then one day turned
into two, two days turned
into months and, after a
while, they got used to it.
Who needs curtains when
all your windows are cov-
ered with a blue tarp?

I am spending more
time in my house than ever
before and it has caused me
to notice things.

One morning I was wait-
ing for my coffee to warm
up and I got to looking at
the poster we have hang-
ing in the kitchen. The
poster predates our mar-
riage. I remember how I
liked it when I first saw it—
a cheerful print of peppers
in shades of red and green
with the names of the pep-
pers underneath. I took a
good look at that poster for
the first time in ages and
realized there were no
longer red and green pep-
pers on it. All the peppers
had faded to various
shades of pale pink and
baby blue.

Furthermore, the frame
had come unglued and
there was a giant gap
where there shouldn’t be.
The whole thing looked
dreadful, and it had been
hanging there in plain
sight for who knows how
long without me noticing.

“Peter! The pepper post-
er looks awful!” Peter took
a look at it.

“You’re right,” he agreed.
“How did this happen?”
I am replacing the pep-

per poster with a new post-
er of peppers. They are
brightly colored and hope-
fully will stay that way for
a few years.

In the meantime, I am
looking around the house
as if seeing a newly discov-
ered land, trying to see
what I no longer notice.
(Why is there a box of cook-
ies tucked behind my print-
er? Why are there peat pots
stacked on the washing
machine?) It is a revelation,
looking at my house anew.

And it’s probably a good
exercise. I’d like to do what-
ever I can to keep from
waking up one morning
and looking out on a blue
tarp.

Till next time, Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir

is called, “Blue Yarn.”Learn
mor at CarrieClasson.com.

Thank you for all the
well wishes after my first
“Capital Highlights”
column last week. I also
appreciate the emails
suggesting topics of high
interest._Agriculture, oil,
education and health care
top the list so far, but
please keep the conversa-
tion going about what’s
happening in your corner
of our big state and what
is of highest interest to
you._One editor emailed
to say he was highly
concerned about the
spread of COVID-19 in
nursing homes in his
community. The data at
the Texas Department of
State Health Services for
his county is about two
weeks old, he said, even
though the state website
promises daily
updates._Last week, the
Texas Health and Human
Services Commission
released its first list of
COVID-19 cases and
deaths with details about
individual Texas nursing
homes. The initial release
showed nursing homes
accounted for about one-
third of Texas’ COVID-19
deaths and the number of
cases in the health care
facilities had more than
doubled during July._In
July, Texas reported 3,315
COVID-19 deaths and
252,884 cases. Both totals
were more than all other
months of the pandemic
combined.__

Don’t plant those
mystery seeds_

Agriculture Commis-
sioner Sid Miller urged
Texans to take extreme
precaution if the mail
brings mysterious seeds
from China._The packets,
mailed to multiple states,
including Texas, are
falsely labeled as jewelry.
The seeds could contain
harmful invasive species
or be otherwise unsafe.
The mailings could be
part of an online scam to
bolster product ratings,
Miller said._People
shouldn’t throw away the
packets because the seeds
could grow in the landfill.
Instead, email
SITC.Mail@aphis.usda.gov
for more information._In
an interview with the
Texas Tribune, Miller
planted more seeds of
doubt about China._“I’m
getting sick and tired of
these surprises coming
out of China,” Miller told
the Tribune. “First, it was
a China virus, then it was
murder hornets. Then we
had closed down their
embassy because of
espionage and spying.
And now we, you know,
we’ve got all these
mysterious seeds.”__

Doctors not on the
front lines_

The Texas Medical
Association tweeted a
MedPage Today story
reporting there is no
evidence the doctor group
in a viral video had any
expertise about COVID-
19._The video went viral

last week after about 10
physicians, dressed in
white coats with an
embroidered America’s
Frontline Doctors logo,
spoke for 45 minutes in
front of the Supreme
Court building. The
MedPage Today article
detailed the doctors’
reported lack of creden-
tials regarding the
pandemic and the alleged-
ly false information they
spread._The Texas
Medical Association
represents more than
53,000 physicians and
medical students.__

Texas A&M climbs
aboard Operation Warp
Speed_

A Texas A&M Universi-
ty System subcontractor
will mass produce COVID-
19 vaccines as part of the
federal government’s
Operation Warp Speed._A
new federal task order,
valued at $265 million,
reserved production
capacity in College
Station through the end of
2021._“The Texas A&M
System is ready to save
lives and help protect the
country,” said John Sharp,
chancellor of The Texas
A&M University
System._Operation Warp
Speed aims to deliver
millions of doses of
COVID-19 vaccines by the
end of the year if the U.S.
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration determines they
are safe and effective.

The best in the
country

The University of Texas
MD Anderson Cancer

Center ranks as No. 1 in
cancer care in the U.S.
News & World Report’s
2020-21 “Best Hospitals”
survey. The institution
has been named one of
the nation’s top two
cancer hospitals since
the survey’s inception in
1990._“This incredible
honor is especially
impactful during these
unprecedented times,”
said Dr. Peter Pisters,
MD Anderson president.

Keep your eyes on
the road plan_

The direction of Texas
roads and highways for
the next 30 years will be
mapped out at 10 a.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 11, during
a virtual public hearing
._This is a key opportu-
nity to speak about the
Texas Highway Depart-
ment of Transportation
2050 plan. To register in
advance to talk, call 1-
855-839-2750 by noon
Aug. 10. The WebEx link
to attend the meeting is
at TxDOT.gov._The plan
estimates Texas will
grow from about 29
million to more than 47
million people by 2050,
and its gross state
product will rise from $2
trillion to $7 trillion by
2046. The document also
predicts fast technologi-
cal change in areas such
as connected and
autonomous vehicles._

The many rural
readers of this column
may want to weigh in on
TxDOT’s strategic
approach. Less than 10
percent of current state
spending is on rural and
multimodal connectivity.
One of five options in the
plan would increase that
to almost 35 percent; the
other four would devote
considerably less to rural
areas.__

Chris Cobler is a
board member and past
president of the Freedom
of Information Founda-
tion of Texas. He wel-
comes email
at ccobler@texaspress.com.

COVID-19 surge in nursing
homes worries editor

NEWSPAPER OWNERSHIP

In a buyer's market
for weeklies, where
are the buyers?
By Al Cross

Director and professor, University of Kentucky
Institute for Rural Journalism and Community Issues

Most days this summer, I have written a story about
goings-on in Midway, a small Kentucky town where my
students and I publish the Midway Messenger. When
students aren’t around, I pick up the slack, but it’s a labor
of love to provide coverage for a proud community that
once had a paper of its own and has adopted ours, even
though after 11 years I’m still something of a parachute
publisher.

I’ve been in the newspaper business most of my life,
but never as an owner, and our mainly online, non-
commercial enterprise is as close as I am likely to get. But
there are plenty of opportunities out there.

“It’s a buyer’s market right now for weekly
newspapers,” former weekly publisher Gary Sosniecki
writes, in a package of stories that we’re publishing to
attract potential owners to community newspapers. This
article introduces that package.

You might have chuckled at the “buyer’s market” line,
since all the bad news about metropolitan newspapers
may lead you to think that a newspaper is no longer a
good investment. That’s not true of most community
newspapers, because they are the sole, reliable source of
news about their communities, and most of them “are
doing fine financially,” says Kevin Slimp, the leading
consultant to community papers.

“In areas where decreased population, diminished
area businesses and other forces beyond our control are
at work, it might not be viable to sustain a local
newspaper,” Slimp acknowledges. “Having said that,
I’ve worked with many newspapers in the past year in
towns with fewer than 600 residents who are finding
ways to be successful.”

Helen and Gary Sosniecki
Gary and Helen Sosniecki found success with weeklies

in three Midwest towns, the first with only 900 people.
“If the population is stable, if most storefronts on Main
Street are filled, if the town has its own school and the all-
important sense of community, the prospects for a
weekly newspaper succeeding long-term are good,” he
writes.

But this is a buyer’s market with not enough buyers.
When the West Virginia Press Association voiced concern
that some newspapers in the state might close because
their owners couldn’t find buyers, Maryanne Reed, then
dean of the West Virginia University College of Media
and now the university provost, got some foundation
money and started a program called NewStart to develop
the next generation of community newspaper owners.

The program's director, Jim Iovino, writes in this
package about the success that Michael E. Sprengelmeyer
found in a New Mexico weekly, the Guadalupe County
Communicator, after the closing of the Rocky Mountain
News in Denver, where he was a political correspondent
and had the byline M.E. Sprengelmeyer.

Jim Iovino says his first group of fellows in the
program are expected to start in June 2020.

That will be none too soon for the Texas Press
Association, which has seen a rash of closures and
mergers, and hears talk of more. As in West Virginia,
buyers are hard to find. We suspect it’s much the same in
most of the country. “Many owners of our generation
waited too long to sell and – unable to find buyers – are
shutting down their papers,” Gary Sosniecki writes.

Those of us in this informal group see at least two
potential groups of buyers who need to be recruited:
local business people who never thought about becoming
publishers, but know their communities and the value of
a newspaper, and know how to make a profit; and the
thousands of journalists who have been laid off by metro
newspapers.

“It’s a conundrum that independently owned weekly
newspapers are closing for lack of buyers at the same
time that journalists who would make good weekly-
newspaper owners are being laid off in record numbers
by metro newspapers and national newspaper groups,”
Gary writes. “The challenge for our industry is to
convince these unemployed journalists to explore the
joys and rewards of owning a small-town newspaper.”

Helen Sosniecki gets down to the nitty-gritty of that in
another article, giving advice on how to go about buying
a newspaper and testifying about the experience.

“It won’t be all fun and games, “ she writes. “The
hours are long. The financial payback may be less than
your corporate salary. But the rewards in your
accomplishments as a community newspaper owner can
overshadow those drawbacks. . . . You live there. You
chronicle the town’s history. But you’re also one of them.
It’s your town, too. It will fill you with pride when the
school basketball team wins that first state
championship. It will bring you to tears when you and
your neighbors bury that young volunteer fireman with
the pregnant wife who died along with another volunteer
on the way to a brush fire. It will be your job, your
business and your life – and you’ll likely love it more
than anything you’ve ever done.”

Kevin Slimp and I agree that the keys to success as a
community newspaper publisher are the right market,
the right management and the right content. “Job number
one is to put out a good product,” he told The
Washington Post recently. He told me in an email, “It’s
time we began to focus on publishing the best
newspapers we can.”

There are thousands of Americans who could put out a
good newspaper. They need to give themselves the
chance. We’re here to give advice if you need it.

Al Cross edited and managed weekly newspapers
before working 26 years for the Louisville Courier
Journal and serving as president of the Society of
Professional Journalists. For 15 years, he has directed the
Institute for Rural Journalism and Community Issues at
the University of Kentucky, where he is professor of
journalism.
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EAST ALDINE – Vance
Dixon is on a natural high
as we roll up on him in his
little strip mall communi-
ty center at Charriton and
JFK. The previous day had
seen him hosting a voter
registration drive, and
among those who signed
up to vote for the first time
was Dixon himself.

“We had Rock the Vote
shirts on and we had tables
set up… One of the ladies
I went to school with was
like, ‘Hey Vance I want to
do something with every-
thing that’s going on,’ and
she asked if she could use
my space and I said yes. We
had a tent out front, and
we registered 38 new vot-
ers. Yes, we offered a free
meal, but you have to do
something to get some-
thing. To think, I was 34
years old and had never
voted, but that’s about to
change.”

We are in Dixon’s class-
room-sized center seated
at one of a few tables scat-
tered about amid a wall
open to the positive scrawl-
ings of all and sundry, a
sort of shrine to LeBron
James (Dixon’s hero, he

says unabashedly), and
some of his t-shirts and
hats. He is wearing one of
those shirts now — plain
black, bearing the legend
“To God the Glory,” — and
his prophet-like bushy
beard almost obscures the
message.

As far as his apparel
line goes, one item has out-
stripped them all: ballcaps
bearing the simple declar-
ative statement of pride
“Just a Kid from Aldine
Mail Route.”

“It was just when I was
growing up, I would hear
about all the different ar-
eas in Houston:  Southside,
Acres Homes, Fifth Ward,
Spring, just different ar-
eas. And nobody ever men-
tioned Aldine Mail Route.
People would say, “Where
are you from?’ and I’d say
“Aldine Mail Route” and
they’d say they’ve never
heard of that.”

Dixon is all about put-
ting Aldine on the map, lit-
erally. In the days of
printed maps, some of
those depicting Greater
Houston would simply
leave Aldine off the map,
the better to run more ver-

biage and save on printer
costs.

“My dad told me that
and that’s what I was talk-
ing about when I was say-
ing that I wanted to make

this area more well-
known,” says Dixon, 34,
and a graduate of Oleson,
Hambrick and MacArthur
High School.  “People
would always say they’re
from different areas but
nobody would say they’re
from Aldine Mail Route, or
when you told them that
you were from here they

would be like where are
you from again?  Aldine
Mail Route? No joke. Lit-
erally I mean it.  As I got
older I realized that every-
body is from somewhere,

like some people are from
the country, or wherever so
I decided hey I’m just a kid
from Aldine Mail Route.”

Just a kid from Aldine
Mail Route….

Dixon says sales took off
from the second he posted
a pic of one of his hats, rest-
ing on an ironing board, on
Instagram.  “It was just

gone from that,” he says.
“Aldine may be low-income
or however you want to
frame it, but that doesn’t
matter because it’s where
you end up at the finish
line.”

Dixon is just getting
warmed up on a Sunday
afternoon discourse:

 “We do not have to trav-
el the same path to get to
the same distance. And
sometimes, and I’m a little
biased here, but when you
take the path of most re-
sistance, the difficult path,
you learn more along the
journey.  And I’m not say-
ing that nothing is easy
but if it is easy, you didn’t
learn anything.  I need the
harder path, where you
make mistakes and you
learn something, that’s
when you really feel like
you just accomplished
something. I put my blood
sweat and tears into this
and I’m very proud of it.”

Just another kid from
Aldine Mail Route making
good.

I asked him about his
worship of LeBron James
— there’s a slogan reading
“LeBron vs Everybody”

Vance Dixon - More than just Ballcaps
prominently displayed in
the center.

“If I said I was a huge
LeBron fan that would be
an understatement,” Dixon
admits. “ I even went up to
Akron to see him play. I
admire everything about
him.  Imagine you’re 16
years old, famous already,
inner-city kid, all types of
people coming at you from
all types of ways…  Finan-
cial, all types of ways…
And he made it this far?
The only thing he’s ever
done wrong was some of
the wording the ESPN spe-
cial. Other than that, ev-
erything along the way,
even the lady he was with
since high school… LeBron
is a family man.  A role
model, giving back, just
everything.”

And Vance Dixon is pay-
ing it forward. Just as LeB-
ron James has never
presented himself as any-
thing other than just an-
other kid from Akron,
Ohio, so too has Vance Dix-
on proudly staked out his
claim as just another kid
from Aldine Mail Route.

E N T E R T A I N M E N T
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com

Frugal FrogFrugal Frog
MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it Clean

SUBSCRIPTION RATE:
26 Issues, PDF to your E-Mail $12.00

Complete the form below, and return
with payment to:

NORTHEAST NEWS
5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057

❑ New   ❑ Renewal   Date____________________

E-MAIL: __________________@________________

Name_____________________________________

Address____________________________________

City ________________ State ________  Zip______

Phone ________________ Birthday ____________

(Optional Information)

Method of Payment: ❑ Check ❑ Credit Card

(Visa,MC,Amex)

Credit Card No:_____________________________

Name__________________  Expiration _________

Security Code_________

✪News
NORTHEAST   BELTWAY 8

How Nice.
A Newspaper

delivered on my
COMPUTER!

Northeast/
Beltway 8 NEWS

NOW AVAILABLE
ELECTRONICALLY!

Commercial
Printing

Call for a Quote

GRAFIKSHOP
713-977-2555

APPLIANCES
WANTED

CASH FOR
old broken washers.
Call 713-781-6071.

                30-2

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

MAIL TO 5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057,
or FAX TO  713-977-1188 or CALL 713-266-3444

$18.00
(20

WORDS)
2 WEEKS

GREAT VALUE • GREAT RESULTS
18.50 19.00 19.50 20.00 20.50

CLASSIFIED WORD AD FORM

NORTHEAST NEWS
Call 713-266-3444

DEADLINE
12:00
NOON

THURSDAY

Place one word per box

CREDIT CARD NO.:_________________________________ EXP. __________

NAME ON CARD: __________________________________SEC. NO. _______

ADDRESS: _____________________________CITY __________ ZIP ________

TELEPHONE: ______________________________________________

NO. OF WORDS IN AD: ___________ NO. OF WEEKS TO RUN: _______

$ AMOUNT PER WEEK____________ TOTAL AMOUNT ____________

DESIRED CLASSIFICATION HEADING: _________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION

CHECK or MASTERCARD AM EXVISA

18.00
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SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

TREE SERVICE

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392

12-4t

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print
Newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

C H U R C H    P A G E
Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

          Mariana Sanchez, Director
          Call: 281-799-9076 or 832-650-4360
          Text: 832-906.4214
          marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Simeon in the Old
or New Testament or neither?

2. Whose first chapter begins,
“Then Moab rebelled against Israel
after the death of Ahab”? Exodus, 2
Kings, Job, Proverbs

3. In Luke 7, where did Jesus raise
a widow’s son from the dead? Amos,
Nain, Lystra, Philippi

4. From Genesis 4, who is consid-
ered the father of all musicians? Jer-
emiah, Joash, Jubal, Job

5. In Luke 1, what was Elisabeth
and Zacharias’ child named? Elisa-
beth, Zacharias, Thomas, John

6. From Genesis 12, where did

Abram go after leaving Ur? Iconium,
Nineveh, Haran, Salem

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2) 2 Kings; 3)
Nain; 4) Jubal; 5) John; 6) Haran
“Test Your Bible Knowledge,” a book
with 1,206 multiple-choice questions by
columnist Wilson Casey, is available in
stores and online.
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Advertise local
Your marketing Ad in this newspaper

generates income for your business and
the community.

Thank you.

NORTHEAST NEWS
713-266-3444
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