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TO OUR READERS:
The current Covid-19

Pandemic and other
economic conditions have
caused us to combine some
issues every two weeks, and
to change distribution to Pick-
up locations. See page 3 for
50 locations where you can
get a copy of the Northeast
News, and page 6 for email
subscriptions. We thank you
for your continued support.

¡Ya esta
aquí,
el mejor
premio
para su
buen
gusto!
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There are two stationary sites.
At the M.O. Campbell
Education Center in Aldine,
children can also be tested.
Hours are 6am-1pm. Register
at www.hcphtx.org or call
832-927-7575.
For the Pasadena stationary
site at San Jacinto Central
Campus, people must be 13
or older to be tested and
people can register at
www.doineeda
covid19test.com or call 832-
927-7575.

HARRIS COUNTY –
Precinct 2 Commissioner
Adrian Garcia proposed
this week a motion to cut
Harris County property
tax rates. The motion was
approved by Commission-
ers Court unanimously.
The Garcia plan proposes

a rate that will save tax-
payers 1.3 cents per $100
of assessed value on their
homes. The plan not only
saves taxpayers money, it
also still funds crucial pri-
orities such as Flood Con-
trol and Harris Health.

“This will be our first

Garcia proposes
County tax cut

consecutive tax reduction
in at least ten years, and
I’m proud to have proposed
the motion to put us on a
path toward a rate cut. As
we all deal with a pandem-
ic and economic crisis, my
hope is that property tax
relief will help our neigh-
bors who are struggling. At
the same time, essential
county services must re-
main a priority — to both
support the local economy,
as well as to keep us pre-
pared for any future chal-
lenges. Pandemic or not,
Harris County remains at
risk for devastating flood-
ing, so this proposed tax
rate does an effective job of
easing the tax burden on
residents, while being able
to continue to fund crucial
county priorities,” said
Commissioner Adrian Gar-
cia.

 After an upcoming pub-
lic input period, the Court
will vote to officially certi-
fy the tax rate at the Com-
missioners Court hearing
to be held on October 27th.

FOOTBALL
SEASON Preview
Column by Mike
Keeney on Page 6

Garcia brings Medical Smart Pod to Aldine
Will provide accessible Free Healthcare

Two HCPH Locations
Offering Free
COVID-19 Testing

Man takes gun from
armed robbers; kills
one, injures other

ALDINE – A northside
man turned the tables on
two accused teen robbers
who he says tried to rob
him, according to authori-
ties.

The incident happened
at noon in a crowded strip
mall parking lot in the
5200 block of Aldine Mail
Route at I-69.

According to Harris
County Sheriff’s Office, the
man was getting into his
truck to leave when two
teenagers walked up to
him. The man told detec-
tives at least one of the al-
leged robbers was armed.

“He’s reporting that
these two suspects at-
tempted to rob him, to take
his vehicle,” said Sgt. Jas-
on Brown with the HCSO
Homicide Division. “He
was able to take one of the
pistols from the suspect
and (shot) both of those
suspects.”

Derrick Christom who
witnessed the event said
he was grabbing a ham-
burger at a nearby restau-
rant when he heard the
commotion.

“When the shots started
you just seen people start
running,” Christom said.

One of the teens was
struck in the head and
chest, officials said. He
was pronounced dead a
short time later at King-
wood Hospital, officials
said.

ALDINE MAIL ROUTE

Victim of carjacking
kills robber instead

The second teen was
wounded but managed to
run into an apartment
building across the street,
officials said. When he was
found, he was also rushed
to Kingwood Hospital in
unknown condition, offi-
cials said.

Detectives said the man
who shot the teens is coop-
erating and giving a state-
ment. They expect the case
to be referred directly to a
grand jury.

Investigators from the Sheriff’s office examine the truck
that was the target of the teenage carjackers.

See MED POD, page 8

C O M M I S S I O N E R
GARCIA BRINGS INNO-
VATION TO PRECINCT 2
WITH THE

F I R S T  B A Y L O R
S M A R T P O D  I N  T H E
UNITED STATES.

This week Commission-
er Adrian Garcia, along
with Baylor College of
Medic ine  and United
Health Partners (UHP)
announces the arrival and
installation of the first of
two SmartPods, which are
adaptable and mobile
health care structures. De-
signed by Baylor College of
Medicine and validation
was done with the help of
NASA engineers ,  the
SmartPods will be known
as ACCESS2HEALTH at
Precinct 2 Facilities.

Originally created to
treat the Ebola outbreak in
Africa, the SmartPods to
be utilized in Precinct 2 are
the first to be located in-
side the United States. Ini-
tially, ACCESS2HEALTH
will be used for COVID-19
testing to be performed by
United Health Partners,
however, in the future,
they will be available to
treat infectious diseases
and other illnesses.

The first SmartPod will
be stationed at Northeast
Community Center (10918
Bentley St., Houston, TX

77093) in Aldine. The sec-
ond of the two SmartPod
ACCESS2HEALTH units
is expected to be stationed
at East Harris Activity
Center (7340 Spencer
Hwy, Pasadena, TX 77505)
and should arrive some-
time in the Fall. The mo-
b i l e  c l i n i c s  a r e  a n
innovative answer to deal-
ing  wi th  hea l th  care
deserts in Harris County
Precinct 2.

A similar SmartPod
that is currently on loan
from Baylor will be moved
to Flukinger Community
Center in Channelview

(6003 Lorenzo St, Chan-
nelview, TX 77530). Pre-
cinct 2 will work with
Baylor and UHP on pro-
gramming and services
that will best serve the re-
gion.

“As County Commis-
sioner of Precinct 2, I am
clearly aware that much of
my area is classified as be-
ing medically underserved,
which is why I am so ex-
cited to finally have the
first of these two SmartPod
ACCESS2HEALTH units
in place. I’ve heard from
far too many of my constit-
uents that they can’t afford
to go to the doctor. For
some, even if they have in-
surance, there is not a fa-
cility in their area to get
help,” Commissioner Gar-
cia said, “from day one in
my administration, I’ve
prioritized health care ac-
cess for Precinct 2 resi-
dents, and the COVID-19
pandemic illustrates why
this is so vital.”

“Baylor has been a long-
time collaborator with
Harris County to address
the health and welfare of
our community, and this
continues with the Mobile
Healthcare Clinic in Pre-
cinct 2,” said Dr. Paul Klot-
man, president, CEO and
executive dean of BaylorDr. Paul Klotman, CEO of Baylor College of Medicine,

and Dr. Sharmila Anandasabapathy discuss the POD
facilities.

Pct. 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia and other officials of Baylor and Pct. 2 participate
in the ribbon cutting last Thursday. The SmartPOD is behind them.

HOUSTON AREA
19 COUNTIES

TEXAS

UNITED STATES

WORLDWIDE

COVID-19
Cases as of

September 29, 2020

212,688 POSITIVE
2,800 DEATHS

183,447 RECOVERED

763,242 POSITIVE
15,882 DEATHS

657,407 RECOVERED

33,489,205 POSITIVE
1,004,278 DEATHS

23,243,613 RECOVERED

7,183,367 POSITIVE
205,883 DEATHS

2,794,608 RECOVERED

High School Football Season opens.
See Schedules and Previews, Page 5

Pct. 2 has installed a Medical
Smart Pod office in the
parking lot at the Northeast
Community Center on
Bentley.
The public can get Free
COVID-19 tests, and many
other medical services.
According to Dr. Bernice Koko
of United Health Partners, all
services are free and walk-ins
are welcome, no appoint-
ment necessary.

New ACCESS2Health
Services now open
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Beginning Thursday, Oc-
tober 1, Aldine ISD Child Nu-
trition will offer free meals
through an extended waiver
from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) and Tex-
as Department of Agriculture
(TDA).

Students learning on cam-
pus and at home can receive
breakfast and lunch at no
cost, for the remainder for the
2020-2021 school year. All
students are eligible for one
breakfast and one lunch per
day per federal guidance. If a
student eats breakfast and
lunch on campus, the student
is not eligible to pick up meals
at the curbside meal site.

On-Campus Students

Students attending on-
campus instruction are eligi-
ble to receive breakfast and
lunch at no cost beginning
Thursday, October 1. Parents
or guardians can add funds to
their child’s SchoolCafe ac-
count for a la carte purchas-
es in preparation for the end
of the USDA waiver.

After the waiver expires,
Aldine ISD will switch back
to the normal School Break-
fast and Lunch program.
Breakfast will be available for
all students at no cost. Lunch
will be charged based on meal
status as free, reduced-price,
or paid. Parents or guardians
who need to complete a meal
application for the 2020-2021
school year must do so by
Thursday, October 1 to avoid
a change with student eligi-
bility. Visit SchoolCafe.com to
apply online.

Home Students and Chil-
dren 18 and Under

Free Meal Bundles, break-
fast and lunch, are available
to students participating in
virtual learning, as well as

children 18 and under, who
are not currently enrolled in
Aldine ISD. Participants are
able to pick up breakfast and
lunch bundles, curbside from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. Meals are
packaged with heating direc-
tions. Two stops and 14
meals.

Tuesdays: Breakfast and
Lunch Bundle

•Tuesday
•Wednesday
•Thursday
Thursday: Breakfast and

Lunch Bundle
•Friday
•Saturday
•Sunday
•Monday
Families with multiple

children in different grade
levels can pick up meal bun-
dles at any one location. Pick
up is available at the follow-
ing sites:

•Aldine High School
• B l a n s o n  C T E  H i g h

School
•Carver High School
•Davis High School
•Eisenhower High School
•MacArthur High School
•Nimitz High School
•Shotwell Middle School
•Escamilla Elementary
•Greenspoint Elementary
•Jones Elementary
•Wilson Elementary
The Texas Department of

Agriculture policy requires
parents or guardians picking
up meals without a child
present to present documen-
tation for each child. (Accept-
ed documentation is official
letter/email/electronic school
application, student report
card, student ID card, atten-
dance records with student’s
names, or a birth certificate.
Only one form is required.)

For more information,
please visit the Aldine ISD
Child Nutrition website.

Aldine ISD to provide
Free Meals for the rest
of the School year

Houston (October 1,
2020) – The COVID-19
pandemic has revealed the
need for frontline techni-
cians in career fields that
range from emergency
medical services to infor-
mation technology (IT).
Biomedical electronics
technicians are also need-
ed on the frontlines of the
pandemic to help keep vi-
tal medical equipment
maintained and in work-
ing order at hospitals and
healthcare facilities.

Biomedical industry ex-
perts will join Houston
Community College (HCC)
for an one-hour virtual
panel discussion from 12 –
1 p.m. on Friday, October
9 to discuss the increasing
need for biomedical techni-
cians and to offer insight
into the rewarding and
high-wage career. The free
discussion is open to the
general public but requires
advance registration at ht-
tps://bit.ly/2G4R5Mg

“When people visit
healthcare facilities and
encounter imaging equip-
ment, health monitors, di-
alysis machines, and now

ventilators, they know the
critical role they play in
sustaining life. However,
rarely does one think of the
person responsible for en-
suring that equipment is
functioning properly dur-
ing a health emergency,
that is the biomedical tech-
nician’s job,” says Dr. Me-
hmet Argin, Dean of Global
Energy Center of Excel-
lence. “Job opportunities
exist in the field and we
want HCC students and
others to hear from people
with firsthand knowledge

and years of experience in
the industry.”

Dr. Argin will moderate
the virtual session where
David Echols, HCC Elec-
tronics Engineering Tech-
nology Program advisory
board chairman and field
administration for AEI
Medical Equipment Ser-
vices,  Rajan Sharma, vice
president for Sunbelt Med-
ical Corporation, Ronald
Robb, assistant director of
biomedical engineering
with Texas Children’s Hos-
pital, and Tim Tatum, di-

Biomedical Technicians to be discussed by
Houston Community College experts

HCC biomedical student in training

rector of biomedical engi-
neering for Harris Health
Hospital System will serve
as panelists.

The HCC Global Ener-
gy Center of Excellence of-
fers the two-year
Associates of Applied Sci-
ence in Electronics Engi-
neering Technology with
Biomedical Electronics
Specialization at the
Northeast College. Built on
the foundation of electron-
ics engineering technology,
the biomedical electronics
specialization trains stu-
dents how to troubleshoot,
maintain, and repair med-
ical equipment found in
hospitals, research institu-
tions, manufacturing, and
supply and repair compa-
nies. The average hourly
wage in Texas for a bio-
medical technician is $20
per hour with 1-4 years of
experience and increases
with more years of experi-
ence.

For more information on
the virtual discussion or
biomedical electronics spe-
cialization, visit hccs.edu/
globalenergy or call
713.718.5534.

The 2020-2021 Federal
Application for Student Fi-
nancial Aid (FAFSA) window
opens on October 1, 2020, for
students planning to attend
college during the 2021-2022
school year.

Each year the federal gov-
ernment offers over 150 bil-
lion dollars in federal student
aid. Completing the FAFSA is
one of the most important
steps senior students can take
to receive financial aid for col-
lege. Several types of finan-
cial aid such as grants,
scholarships and work study
are awarded on a first come
first serve basis. It is impor-
tant for students to complete
the FAFSA early. While the
final deadline to submit the
2020-2021 FAFSA is June 30,

AISD Seniors should fill out the 2020-2021 FAFSA
the priority deadline for the
state of Texas is January 15,
2020.

It is important for every
senior student to complete the
FAFSA even if you believe
your family will not qualify
based on income.

It is important for every
senior student to complete the
FAFSA even if you believe
your family will not qualify
based on income. Denise
Keaton, coordinator of stu-
dent financial aid for Aldine
ISD explained, “many colleg-
es and universities require
the FAFSA even in awarding
merit based academic schol-
arships to students that may
fall into higher income brack-
ets.”

Students can begin sub-

mitting FAFSA applications
online.

The first step is to create a
Federal Student ID (FSA ID).
At least one parent/guardian
will need to create an ID that
will be used to sign the FAF-
SA electronically. Once an ID
has been created. Students
will need the following docu-
ments readily available to
complete the application:

•Social Security number
(if applicable)

•2019 Federal income tax
returns, W-2s and other
records of money earned

•Dates of birth for them-
selves and their parents

•A valid email address
•Month and year parent(s)

were married/separated/di-

vorced/widowed (if applica-
ble)

Students who do not meet
the citizenship guidelines re-
quired by FAFSA may still be
eligible for financial aid in the
state of Texas by completing
the Texas Application for
State Financial Aid (TAFSA)
online.

Throughout the year fi-
nancial aid information ses-
sions, and resources will be
provided to senior students
through their campus. If you
have any questions regarding
FAFSA or TAFSA, please
reach out to your high school
counselor or Aldine ISD Co-
ordinator of Student Finan-
cial Aid, Denise Keaton, at
dakeaton@aldineisd.org.
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H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower

8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

HOUSTON (Aug. 18) –
Lone Star College Leader-
ship High School (LHS) is
currently accepting appli-
cations for the 2020-21
year. LHS is a leadership
development and commu-
nity awareness program
for sophomore and junior
high school students who
attend public school and
live in the LSC service
area.

“Participating in Lead-
ership High School can
help boost a student’s col-
lege application to display
work outside the conven-
tional classroom,” said Kay
Fitzsimons, LSC Leader-
ship and Economic Devel-
opment executive director.
“It also provides them the
opportunity to meet other
like-minded students in-
terested in developing

Lone Star College Leadership High
School prepares tomorrow’s leaders

leadership skills.”
LHS, offered by Lone

Star College, is a program
of study that allows stu-
dents to identify and devel-
op personal leadership
skills and abilities and
learn how to initiate posi-
tive change in the commu-
nity. The program is
offered at no cost and the
deadline to apply is Sept.
25. Students and parents
can visit LoneStar.edu/
Leadership-HighSchool to
learn more and apply.

“Students are taught
important leadership
skills which they can use
for the rest of their lives,”
said Fitzsimons.

LHS is scheduled to be-
gin in October with a vir-
tual orientation followed
by a series of engaging
monthly sessions conclud-

ing with a Certificate Cer-
emony at the Lone Star
Community Building April
17. These day-long ses-
sions offer students the op-
portunity to interact with
community leaders from
various backgrounds and
industries.

“We want them to un-
derstand the need for pos-
itive student leaders in the
community,” said Fitzsimo-
ns. “The goal is to have stu-
dents understand the role
leaders have in the com-
munity and the impor-
tance of making personal
community service contri-
butions.”

The program also em-
phasizes peer-to-peer
learning and how to work
effectively in a team envi-
ronment during a commu-
nity service project.

HOUSTON (Sept. 17,
2020) – Lone Star College
was named a 2020 Great
Colleges to Work For® in-
stitution by the Chronicle
of Higher Education. This
is the fourth year in a row
LSC has been recognized.

“This has to be the most
challenging year Lone Star
College has ever faced,”
said Stephen C. Head,
Ph.D., LSC
ch a n c e l l o r.
“The dedica-
tion our facul-
ty and staff
showed in the
face of ex-
traordinary
circumstanc-
es never wa-
vered and I
am very
grateful for
their efforts
in helping our students.”

 LSC also received spe-
cial designation as an Hon-
or Roll institution. Honor
Roll status is given to in-
stitutions that were cited
most often in each size cat-
egory.

 “At the outset, and in
the midst of, a world-wide
pandemic, 221 colleges and
universities across the
country intentionally
chose to participate in the
2020 Great Colleges to
Work For® program,” said
Richard K. Boyer, Modern
Think senior consultant.
“Truly great workplaces,
and those on the journey to
become one, stand by their
commitment to faculty and
staff engagement in good
times, and in bad.”

 This is the first time
LSC was recognized in all
11 categories for two-year
institutions:
    Collaborative Governance
    Compensation & Benefits
    Confidence in Senior
Leadership
    Diversity
    Facilities, Workspace &
Security
    Job Satisfaction
   Professional/Career
Development Programs
    Respect & Appreciation
    Supervisor/Department
Chair Relationship
    Teaching Environment
(Faculty Only)
    Work/Life Balance

“This is especially grat-
ifying because the prima-
ry factor in deciding
whether an institution re-
ceives recognition is the
employee feedback,” said
Head.

In all, 127 four-year in-
stitutions and 94 two-year
institutions participated in
the 2020 survey. Of those
institutions, 79 were recog-

Lone Star College named 2020
“Great Colleges to Work For”

nized as a 2020 Great Col-
lege to Work For®, includ-
ing 54 four-year
institutions and 25 two-
year institutions. In addi-
tion, 42 institutions are on
the Honor Roll, recognized
as standouts in their size
categories.

The Chronicle of High-
er Education, in partner-

ship with
M o d e r n -
Think LLC,
gathers data
directly from
e m p l o y e e s
about what
makes their
institution a
great place to
work. The
data collected
provides se-
nior-level ad-

ministrators and academic
leaders with insights on
the quality of the work-
place experience and the
competitiveness of their
policies and benefits.

 To ensure a positive
working environment, LSC
developed LSCFocus, a
leader-led process de-
signed to create an atmo-
sphere of accountability
and achieve key organiza-
tional results. This inten-
tional focus on culture and
use of several very simple
culture management tools
allows LSC to make the
needed organizational
shifts to meet its goals.

The Great Colleges to
Work For® program is one
of the largest and most re-
spected workplace recogni-
tion programs in the
country. Now in its 13th
year, it recognizes the col-
leges that get top ratings
from their employees re-
garding workplace practic-
es and policies.

About The Chronicle of
Higher Education:

The Chronicle of High-
er Education is dedicated
to serving the higher-edu-
cation community with in-
sights, understanding and
intellectual engagement.
Academic leaders and pro-
fessionals from around the
world trust the Chronicle’s
analysis and in-depth ex-
ploration to make in-
formed decisions.

About ModernThink
LLC:

As a research and con-
sulting leader in workplace
issues, ModernThink has
supported a wide variety of

“Best Place to Work” initi-
atives. Through these pro-
grams, the firm has gained
substantial survey and in-
dustry expertise, including
specific insight into high-
er education. Learn more
about the Great Colleges to
Work For® program, in-
cluding all current and
previous recognized insti-
tutions, at
GreatCollegesProgram.com
and about ModernThink at
Modernthink.com.

About Lone Star Col-
lege:

Lone Star College offers
high-quality, low-cost aca-
demic transfer and career
training education to
93,000+ students each se-
mester. LSC is training to-
morrow’s workforce today
and redefining the commu-
nity college experience to
support student success.
Stephen C. Head, Ph.D.,
serves as chancellor of
LSC, the largest institu-
tion of higher education in
the Houston area with an
annual economic impact of
nearly $3 billion. LSC con-
sists of seven colleges, 10
centers, two university
centers, Lone Star Corpo-
rate College and LSC-On-
line. To learn more, visit
LoneStar.edu.

STEPHEN HEAD, LSC
CHANCELLOR

HOUSTON (Sept. 15,
2020) – The Centers For
Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) are report-
ing that reducing the
spread of respiratory ill-
nesses this fall and winter
is more important than
ever. As the flu season be-
gins, many health officials
worry about the combina-
tion of influenza and COV-
ID-19.

“Influenza commonly
known as the flu and COV-
ID-19 are both contagious
respiratory illnesses, but
they are caused by differ-
ent viruses,” said Christi-
na Hagerty, Ed.D.,
LSC-CyFair dean, Public
Service, Health & Behav-
ioral Sciences. “Because
some of the symptoms of
flu and COVID-19 are sim-
ilar, it may be hard to tell
the difference between
them based on symptoms
alone. One should visit a
healthcare provider to con-
firm a diagnosis.”

According to the Texas
Department of State

LSC Dean says Prepare for flu season
Health Services (TDSHS),
the official flu reporting
season begins in October
and continues through
May. In Texas, influenza
activity usually peaks in
January or February. Since
it takes about two weeks
for immunity to develop
after receiving the flu vac-
cine, TDSHS recommends
getting flu vaccines before
the end of October.

“Getting a flu vaccine
alone will not protect you
against COVID-19, but
there are still many impor-
tant benefits to getting
one,” says Hagerty. “Flu
vaccines have been shown
to reduce the risk of the flu
illness, hospitalization and
death.  Plus, getting a flu
vaccine will conserve
healthcare resources for
the care of patients with
COVID-19.”

Children under 6
months of age are not rec-
ommended to be immu-
nized for the flu shot. In
addition, those who have

life-threatening allergies
to the flu vaccine or any
ingredient in the vaccine
should not receive a flu
vaccination. Those con-
cerned should speak with
their family physician or
healthcare provider to
share any apprehensions
before receiving the flu
vaccine.

“While everyone is sus-
ceptible to catching the flu,
certain groups of people
have a higher risk of get-
ting really sick,” said
Hagerty. “Chronic health
problems and weakened
immune systems make
people more vulnerable to
complications from the
flu.”

According to the CDC,
children under age two are
at greatest risk, but all
children under age five are
at increased risk. Adults
age 65, pregnant women
and people with any chron-
ic illness such as heart,
lung, or kidney disease are
also at a greater risk.
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Chris Cobler

✯

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

Todd Mission, TX (September 24, 2020) –
The grounds of the Texas Renaissance Festival
have come alive with cast rehearsals and vendors
preparing their shops for the opening of the 46th

season on October 3, located just an hour north of
Houston.

Visitors to this year’s festival will notice
parking  with six-feet between vehicles, line
monitors ensuring social distancing, plexiglass
partitions at some food booths, socially distanced
seating at performance venues and eating areas,
spot cleaning at high traffic areas, newly
installed hand sanitizers throughout the festival
grounds, and face mask break areas. Full 2020
TRF Safety Guidelines can be found at
www.texrenfest.com/safety-guidelines.

New Performers

The Texas Renaissance Festival will welcome
The Washing Well Wenches and their good
clean fun to the new Forest Gazebo located in the
new Enchanted Forest Expansion area. Singer,
Songwriter, and Accordionist Amanda Kitchens
will delight you at the Cloister in the Green with
her toe-tapping tunes that may inspire to get out
of your seat to dance! Dangerous Curves will
make their debut at The Barbarian Inn this
season. This adult “public roast” show will
require your “boos”. Thomas Wood the
Pyrojuggler will make you laugh, scream and
squirm three times daily at the Cloister in the
Green.

Fun for Everyone

Located by The Executioner and Head Toss
game, the new DaVinci’s Flying Machine
(695GR) is for young and the young at heart.
Take a spin in this colorful ride propelled by
humans! Climb the steps and slide down the
Dragon Tower Slide (1EF), test your puzzle
skills at Airy Botter’s Escape Room (17EF)
and see the sights at the Pirate Museum (2EF)
all at the new Enchanted Knoll.

Drunken Chicken, Absinthe and Tequila
Oh My!

As you make your way through the German
area to the Polish area, stop by the Kackle King
(625F) for drunken chicken and pork! Whet your
whistle at the new Wyrmwood Public House
(Booth #225) where you can enjoy a craft cocktail,
indulge in one of the absinthe or tequila tasting
parties, or share a drink with the internationally
acclaimed performers of The Green Hour. For
more information about The Wyrmwood Public
House Green Hour, Absinthe/Tequila Tastings
and Parade Soiree visit www.texrenfest.com/
wyrmwood-public-house. If you are a connoisseur
of bourbon or rum, tastings will be offered at the
new Royal Tastings tent in the Enchanted Forest
Expansion area. For those who enjoy teas, Tea
and Strumpets offers unique and ethically
sourced teas.

Shopper’s Delight

This season TRF welcomes new and guest
vendors for the 2020 season. Please note that
some shops will be following capacity limitations
and may require a face mask for entry.

New Vendors

• Bug in the Box (12EF)
• Gem Stone Mine (692F)
• Elisabella’s Royal Closet (#131)
• Sabersmith Swords (#241)
• Kiyan’s Cove (#264)
• Petrified Dragon (#422)
• Primal Dreams (#423)
• Journeyman Leather (#511)
• Pandora’s Box (F11)
• Artemis Designs (9EF & 10EF)
• Scribal Workshop (6EF)
• Crimson Chain Leatherworks (18EF)
• H&H Glass Castle (19EF)
• Blackbeard’s Booty (4EF)
• John’s Wood (15EF & 16EF)
• Widgets and Gizmos (14EF)

Guest Vendors

• Beaute and the Bath (#79)
• Two Tarts’ Toppers (#203)
• Blooms and Shrooms (#311)
• Green Faerie Apothecary (#502)
• Legacy Forge (#523A)
• Tipsy’s Woodworking (#675WW)
• Henna Body Art (Arena Location)
• Hullabaloo Henna (5EF)
• Face painting by Shandi (#640S)
• Stone Wick (7EF & 8EF)
• Mischief Masks (670WW)

Date specific tickets are available online at
www.texrenfest.com, Groupon and at H-E-B
Business Centers.

About the Texas Renaissance Festival
The Texas Renaissance Festival is the nation’s

largest Renaissance event. Each year over
450,000 patrons enter through the gates of the
festival into a 16th Century European Village
where performers immerse you in the
enchantment of the village that feature 21 stages
of music and stage acts, 400 shoppes, artisans,
and a world tour for the taste buds that of course
include turkey legs! The Texas Renaissance
Festival is located one hour north of Houston.
2020 TRF season dates are Saturdays and
Sundays, October 3 – November 29. More
information can be found at www.texrenfest.com.

Texas Renaissance Festival
Announces New Performers,
Vendors and Rides

TRF ready to open October 3 for 46th

Season.

Yesterday, I had a nice
long Zoom chat with an old
friend.

I know this is nothing
remarkable these days, but
it was the first time my
friend, Andrew, had used
Zoom and I was frankly a
little surprised.

Andrew isn’t on Face-
book. “It’s none of anyone’s
business what I’m up to!” he
tells me.

I don’t think Andrew is
“up to” all that much, but he
takes a particularly fierce
view on privacy. He won’t
buy groceries with his credit
card if they are going to
track what he buys.

“Why would you care if
someone knows how much
broccoli you’re buying?” I
ask. “Maybe they’ll give you
a coupon.”

“It’s none of their darned
business how much broccoli
I’m buying!” Andrew tells
me.

He still has the same
email account he’s had since
the 90s. He still has the
same telephone answering
machine. He recently got a
cell phone, but he doesn’t
text. Andrew answers
emails, but they take about
as long as standard first-
class mail to arrive and get a
response. Still, it’s all worth
it because he is a good friend
and he always has a lot of
interesting things to say—
once I get ahold of him.

Like nearly everyone else,
Andrew has been a little
lonely. He lives alone and
his work doesn’t involve
much human interaction. I
usually see Andrew a couple
of times a year when we go
to visit my family. But that
hasn’t happened this year
and it doesn’t look like it’s
going to happen for a while.

I was contacted by a
mutual friend of ours on
Facebook about having a
Zoom chat with a bunch of
high school buddies. I told
him that would be fun and
he should invite Andrew—by
email, of course. Andrew
thought that sounded great
and we decided to try out
this Zoom thing in advance.
That turned out to be a good
idea.

Andrew didn’t use his
real name (of course) so, for
a time, I was looking at a
blank screen that said,
“GREAT.” But then he got
the video working and he
appeared in front of his
bright kitchen window.

“Unmute,” I messaged
him. He did. I still heard
nothing. I called him on the
phone. “I can’t hear you,” I
told him. Then added, “Your
hair is really short.”

“I cut it myself.”
“Well, your mic isn’t

working.”
“I know I’ve used this

microphone before!”
“Let’s see it.” Andrew

waved the headset and
microphone in front of the
camera.

“Andrew, that is a really
old headset.”

“It is not old!”
“Yup,” I told him, “that’s

a collectible. I think maybe
you should call up the folks
at Antiques Roadshow. I bet
they’d be interested.”

“Ha, ha!” Andrew said.
After several more tries he
reluctantly admitted that
the ancient microphone
might not connect to his
current computer.

“I guess I’ll need a new
microphone,” he grumbled.
“But we can still talk on the
phone.”

And we did. We put our
phones on speaker and we
looked at one another in our
monitors and we talked for a
long time. I realized, once
again and with force, how
essential this connection is.
It was so good to see my old
friend’s face—even if his
camera was a little fuzzy,
even if the light was shining
rather brightly behind his
closely shorn head.

“Oh my gosh! I’ve got to
go,” I said, when I realized
how long we’d been talking.

“We should do this
again.” Andrew said.

“Yes!” I agreed.
We definitely need to do

this again.
Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir

is called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

“Zooming”

Houston-Dallas Bullet Train
says its on fast track

Texas’ first- and third-
largest cities could be in
daily commuting distance
from each other via the
high-speed Texas Central
Railroad.

Proponents of the
proposed bullet train
hailed two historic
milestones last week: The
Federal Railroad
Administration released
its rules of the road for
the project and approved
the environmental review
and route for the track
between Houston and
Dallas.

Commuters would be
able to travel the 240-
mile route in less than 90
minutes on the Japanese-
built train, with
departures every 30
minutes daily during
peak periods and every
hour during off-peak
periods. The train,
holding about 400
passengers, is projected
to travel at speeds of
more than 200 mph.
Construction could start
as early as next year.

“This is the moment
we have been working
toward,” said Carlos
Aguilar, chief executive
officer of Texas Central
Railroad. The Federal
Railroad Administration
approval “represents
years of work by
countless individuals,
affirming a very thorough
and careful regulatory
process that will make
the Texas Central
Railroad the first high-
speed rail system to be
implemented in the
United States.”

Opponents said the
project still has a long
way to go before final
approval. Texans Against
High-Speed Rail officials
contend Texas Central is
in financial trouble and
has significant regulatory
hurdles to clear.

“Texas Central will
likely trumpet this
decision as major
progress for its project,
but they are simply
arranging deck chairs on
the Titanic,” said Kyle
Workman, chairman and
president of Texans
Against High-Speed Rail.

CLOSED FOR THE
PUBLIC’S BUSINESS

The U.S. treasury has
sent $139 billion to the
country’s state and local
governments in COVID-

19 relief funds, according
to the Committee for a
Responsible Federal
Government.

To track this spending
in the Lone Star State, a
group called Texas
Housers has filed public
information requests
with major city and
county governments,
seeking documentation of
new expenditures and
policies.

“However, recent
guidance from Attorney
General Ken Paxton has
eviscerated Texas’ Public
Information Act and
given governments
impunity to operate
without public scrutiny,”
Texas Housers, an
advocacy group
supporting affordable
housing, said in a
statement. “The guidance
allows governments to
ignore public information
requests if they are
operating ‘skeleton crews’
and working remotely
during the pandemic.”

San Antonio, Dallas
and Fort Worth
responded to Housers’
requests with automated
emails stating that they
are “closed for business”
when it comes to the
Texas Public Information
Act.

“The exploitability of
this system is obvious,”
Housers’ statement said.
“A city can be open for
business with regards to
new expenditures and
policies but closed for
business with regards to
divulging any
information about these
plans.”

The Freedom of
Information Foundation
of Texas has joined in
opposing this suspension
of the Public Information
Act and has asked the

Attorney General’s Office
for a clarifying opinion.

THIS OLD HOUSE
The Association of

Texas Realtors is cele-
brating its 100th anni-
versary in 2020.

For a little perspective,
the Humble Independent
School District reports
the price of a new home
was $6,296 in 1920. One
hundred years later, the
average home price in
Humble is $149,794.
What will the price be in
2120? And what will a
real estate agent’s job
look like 100 years from
now?

“We are at a crucial
juncture within the
history of the brokerage
industry that will test the
survival of every real
estate agent ...,” Jason S.
Weissman, CEO of Bost
Realty Advisers, wrote in
a recent Fast Company
opinion article. “The real
estate agents and
brokerages who survive
and thrive in the coming
crunch will be those who
embrace technology, not
fight it.”

PECAN PIE GOES
WITH EVERYTHING

Texans don’t really
need a special month to
remind them to celebrate
pecans or wine, but
October offers some
emphasis.

October is specially
designated for
recognizing Texans
pecans and Texas wine.
The Texas Pecan Board
and Texas Fine Wine
invite people to celebrate
by pairing the two tastes
together during a virtual
tasting event.

To participate in this
tasting, purchase a
tasting kit through Texas
Fine Wine by Friday, Oct.
9, at texasfinewine.com/
upcoming- events. Each
kit is $125 plus tax and
includes five bottles of
wine, a 1-pound bag of
raw pecans and a tasting
sheet, recipes and other
information produced by
the Texas Pecan Board to
be used during the event.

“In addition to
participating in the
tasting, I encourage every
Texan to visit their
closest pecan orchard and
winery to discover what
makes Texas pecans and
Texas wines so special,”
said Bob Whitney,
executive director of the
Texas Pecan Board.

If $125 is a little too
pricey for your taste,
individual Texas
orchards and retailers
may be running specials
throughout the month,
the Texas Pecan Board
suggests. Share your
favorite recipes and wine
pairings on social media
by using
#TexasPecanMonth.

Chris Cobler is a board
member and past
president of the Freedom
of Information
Foundation of Texas. He
welcomes email at
ccobler@texaspress.com.
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KEENEY’s

KORNER
BY

MIKE KEENEY

It’s been a long time
coming, but Aldine ISD’s
five varsity football
programs will begin District
14-6A play this week.

Due to the COVID 19
pandemic, the five programs
did not start practicing until
the week of Sept. 14. They
all missed a couple of days
of workouts because of
Tropical Storm Beta, but on
Thursday and Friday of this
week, they will begin play
against their 14-6A rivals
from Spring ISD.

On Thursday, Aldine and
Eisenhower will meet at 7
p.m. in Thorne Stadium, and
on that same night Davis
will take on Westfield in
Planet Ford Stadium in
Spring. On Friday, Mac-
Arthur and Nimitz will meet
at 7 p.m. in Thorne Stadi-
um.

Aldine ISD and Spring
ISD will play a district-only
schedule. The seven-game
season will conclude on the
weekend of Dec. 3.

While the high school
teams start their season, the
college lads enter their fifth
week of competition. The
annual Red River Rivalry
will take place on Saturday
in the Cotton Bowl when
Texas takes on Oklahoma.
Tom Herman’s team wants
to send a message to the
rest of the Big 12 that they
are the team to beat this
year and bring an end to
OU’s seven-year reign as
Big 12 champions. Two
weeks ago, UT pulled a
Houdini act by overcoming a
15-point deficit in the last
three minutes of play at
Teas Tech to force overtime
and come out on top in a
wild 63-56 thriller in
Lubbock.

While Texas escaped with
a victory, OU blew a 21-
point second-half lead en
route to a 38-35 loss at home
to Kansas State. This is
perhaps the youngest team
Lincoln Riley has fielded in
Norman and the lack of
experience, especially on
defense, took its toll on the
Sooners who will face a
much better offense this
week. This might be a
rebuilding year for Riley, but
don’t ever underestimate
the Sooners when they take
on their hated rivals from
Austin.

In other college action,
Florida and its explosive
offense will visit Texas
A&M, which struggled two
weeks ago in its season
opener. Jimbo Fisher’s team
pulled out a less than
impressive 17-12 win in
Kyle Field against a
Vanderbilt team that might
be one of the bottom two
teams in the SEC. While the
Aggies struggled on offense,
the Gators ripped off 51
points at Ole Miss as
quarterback Kyle Trask

threw for six touchdowns,
four going to tight end
Frank Pitts.

In the ACC, Miami will
look to see if they are for
real when they visit No. 1-
ranked Clemson. The
Hurricane have looked
impressive in their first
three games, but they face a
much bigger challenge when
they take on Dabo Swiney
and Trevor Lawrence in
Death Valley.

In the NFL, the Texans,
who lost their first three
games, host Jacksonville.
Bill O’Brien’s seat may be
getting a bit toasty and a
loss at home to the Jaguars
might turn up the heat a
degree or two. The Cowboys,
who lost a tough one at
Seattle two weeks ago (38-
31) host the hapless Giants
at AT&T Stadium. The
Giants and Jets might be
playing for the No. 1 pick in
the NFL draft, as both have
been pretty bad thus far in
the season.

The league actually has a
good one on Thursday night
to kickoff Week 5 as Tom
Brady and the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers pay a visit to the
Chicago Bears. On Sunday,
it will be a battle of the
Keystone State as the
Eagles will visit the
Steelers, while Buffalo and
Tennessee will meet in
Nashville as two of the top
teams in the AFC get after
one another.

Before we take a look at
those games and a handful
of others, let’s review last
week’s record. An 8-3 week
upped the season record to
21-12 (64%). Now, onto this
week’s game.

HIGH
SCHOOL

Aldine vs. Eisenhower:
Hank Semler’s Aldine
Mustangs face off against
Eric Jackson’s Eisenhower
Eagles on Thursday night in
Thorne Stadium. Aldine
returns 20 lettermen and
four offensive and two
defensive starters from last
year 1-9 team (0-7 in district
play. Key returners are
quarterback Johnny Toups,
running back Elijah Teamer
(655 rushing yards, 5 TD)
and defensive lineman
Lazare Escobar (87 tackles,
10 tackles for loss). The
Eagles return 27 lettermen
and five offensive and five

defensive starters from last
year’s 4-6 team (4-3 in
district). Key returnees are
running back/linebacker
Wayman Finley (407
rushing yards, 7 TDs/102
tackles, 3 sacks), running
back Garryon Carauthers,
wide receiver JaMarcus
Martin (15 receptions, 177
yards, 3 TDs) and linebacker
Christian Dunbar (40
tackles, 2 interceptions). My
pick, Eisenhower 26, Aldine
20

Davis at Westfield:
Scott Joseph’s Davis Falcons
travel to Spring to take on
Westfield on Thursday night
at Planet Ford Stadium.
Davis returns 26 lettermen,
three offensive starters and
nine defensive starters from
last year’s 3-7 team (2-5 in
district). Top returnees
include wide receiver Isaiah
Harrell, running back
Azavion Kegler, defensive
back Savon Johnson,
linebacker Konkheis Sipsey
and defensive back Nycolis
Prudhomme. Westifled,
which finished 13-2 and
reached the Class 6A
Division II state semifinals,
returns 36 lettermen,
including three offensive
and four defensive starters.
My pick, Westfield 27, Davis
23

MacArthur vs. Nimitz:
Wayne Crawford MacArthur
Generals open on Friday
night against Richard
Slater’s Nimitz Cougars in
Thorne Stadium. MacArthur
returns 25 lettermen from
last year’s 5-6 playoff team
(4-3 in district), including
four offensive and four
defensive starters. Top
returnees include quarter-
back Rashaun Jackson
(1,582 passing yards, 13
TDs), running back/
linebacker Maurice Woods
(403 yards, 6 TD/83 tackles,
7 sacks, 1 interception),
running back Avante Reed
(227 yards, 2 TDs) and
linebacker Paul Newman
(76 tackles, 2 sacks). Nimitz
returns 20 lettermen from
last year’s 3-7 team (1-6 in
district), including six
offensive and five defensive
starters. Top returnees
include running back
Jayvon Davis (709 yards, 6
TDs), quarterback Austin
Remo (412 rushing yards, 3
TDs), tight end/defensive
end Christain Booker and
corner back Jeremiah Jones.
My pick, Nimitz 24,
MacArthur 21

NCAA
Miami at Clemson:

Miami Hurricane fans
believe the ‘Canes are back
as a national title contender
after almost a decade of
mediocrity. On Saturday
Manny Diaz’s team will find
out just how “back” they are
when they take on the No. 1-
ranked Clemson Tigers on
the road. Former University
of Houston quarterback
D’Eriq King (736 passing
yards, 6 TDs) has provided
the Miami offense with the
spark it has lacked in recent
years, along with running
back Cam’Ron Harris (311
yards, 5 TDs). The ‘Canes
will face perhaps the best
quarterback in the country
when it faces Trevor
Lawrence (519 yards, 4 TDs)
and a loaded Tigers offense
that also has one of the top
running backs in the nation
in the speedy Travis Etienne
(170 yards, 1 TD). I think
Miami hangs around, but
look for Lawrence to be the
difference maker late to lead
Clemson to the win. My
pick, Clemson 34, Miami 24

Texas vs. Oklahoma:
This is supposed to be the
year Texas contends for
more than just the Big 12
title, but a berth in the
College Football Playoffs,
and replace OU as the Big
12’s top team. In their first
two games of the season, the
UT offense has put up 59
and 63 points thanks to the
play of quarterback Sam
Ehlinger (688 yards, 10 TDs)
and wide receiver Joshua
Moore (11 receptions, 200
yards, 4 TDs).  While the
offense has been ablaze, the
defense struggled against
Texas Tech two weeks ago
allowing 56 points in their
wild comeback win. Speak-
ing of struggling defenses,
OU has one as well as the
Sooners blew a 21-point
third quarter lead at home
to Kansas State two weeks
ago on the way to a 38-35
loss. Quarterback Spence
Rattler (677 yards, 8 TDs)
and freshman wide receiver
Marvin Mims (8 receptions,
111 yards, 3 TDs) should
keep the Sooners in this one,
but look for Texas to have
too much firepower on
offense as the ‘Horns pick up
a key early-season victory.
My pick, Texas 36, Oklaho-
ma 33

Florida at Texas A&M:
After playing at Alabama
last week, things don’t get
any easier for Jimbo
Fisher’s Aggies when they
host No. 3-ranked Florida in
Kyle Field on Saturday. In
their season opener two
weeks ago at Mississippi,
the Gators put up 51 points
as quarterback Kyle Trask
threw for 416 yards and six
TDs, while tight end Kyle

Pitts grabbed eight passes
for 170 yards and four
touchdowns. The A&M
defense will have its hands
full, while the A&M offense
must play better than it did
in its season opening 17-12
win over Vanderbilt two
weeks ago. Quarterback
Kellen Mond (189 yards, 1
TD) and running back
Isaiah Spiller (117 rushing
yards) will need to step up
their games if they hope to
pull off the upset. I don’t see
that happening as Florida
picks up another big SEC
road win. My pick, Florida
33, Texas A&M 27

NFL
Tampa Bay at Chicago:

A good one for Thursday
Night Football pits Tom
Brady and the high-scoring
Bucs offense against a
pretty good Bears defense in
Soldier Field. Brady (773
yards, 6 TDs) has gotten off
to a nice start with his new
team and appears to like all
of his weapons, especially
wide receivers Mike Evans
(10 receptions, 108 yards, 4
TDs) and Chris Godwin (11
receptions, 143 yards, 1 TD).
He also has a strong
running game to turn to
now that Leonard Fournette
seems to be getting more
involved in the offense. The
Bears rallied for a 30-26 win
at Atlanta two weeks ago
after head coach Matt Nagy
benched starting quarter-
back Mitch Trubisky and
went with Nick Foles, who
threw for 188 yards and
three TDs in the fourth
quarterback to spark the
comeback. Foles is now the
starter, which should make
Chicago fans happy, at least
for a week. My pick, Chicago
26, Tampa Bay 23

Jacksonville at
Houston: If the Texans are
going to get back in the AFC
South race, they must beat
Jacksonville on Sunday at
NRG Stadium. Houston has
definitely had perhaps the
most difficult opening three
games of any team in the
NFL, having played Kansas
City, Baltimore and
Pittsburgh. Things should
get a bit easier for Deshaun
Watson (792 yards, 4 TDs)
and Company on Sunday
when Garner Minshew III
(787 yards, 6 TDs) comes
calling. The Texans need to
play better on defense and
should not take Minshew
and his young teammates
for granted. O’Brien needs
to make sure his team is
focused on playing 60
minutes of football (they
scored 21 first-half points
two weeks ago at Pitts-
burgh, but were shutout in
the second half) on Sunday
if they hope to get back in
the playoff hunt. My pick,

Houston 26, Jacksonville 20
Buffalo at Tennessee:

Another good one in the
AFC pits two of the
conferences top teams thus
far in the season. This game
may or not be played
depending on the COVID
status with the Titans, who
had three players and five
other employees test
positive after their game at
Minnesota two weeks ago.
Odds are this one will be
played, but keep an eye on
what the NFL does. This
will be a good test for the
Bills who have not as of yet
played a quality opponent
on the road. Quarterback
Josh Allen (1,038 yards, 10
TDs) is off to a blazing start,
as is wide receiver Stefon
Diggs) 20 receptions, 288
yards, 2 TDs), but those two
and the rest of the Buffalo
offense will face a very solid
Tennessee defense on
Sunday. The Titans went to
3-0 two weeks ago with a
come-from-behind win at
Minnesota when Stephen
Gostowski nailed a 55-yard
field goal late in the game.
Tennessee will go as far as
quarterback Ryan Tannehill
(809 yards, 6 TDs) and
running back Derrick Henry
(319 yards, 2 TDs) take
them. The Titans offense
will also get tested by a good
Buffalo defense. Look for
Henry to wear down the
Buffalo defense as the
Titans win a close one at
home. My pick, Tennessee
23, Buffalo 20

Philadelphia at
Pittsburgh: Eagle fans
have to be shaking their
heads in disgust with a
team that entered Week 4
with a 0-2-1 record after
tying the lowly Bengals at
home two weeks ago in
overtime. Quarterback
Carson Wentz (737 yards, 3
TDs) has struggled early on
this year and has thrown six
interceptions. Things won’t
get any easier on Sunday
when he faces a Pittsburgh
defense that loves to blitz
and apply pressure. The
Eagles defense will also be
tested by Ben Rothlisberger
(777 yards, 7 TDs), running
back James Conner (224
yards, 2 TDs) and wide
receiver JuJu Smith
Schuster (17 receptions, 160
yards, 3 TDs). If Wentz
struggles again this week,
will head coach Doug
Pederson make a change at
QB? Only time will tell. My
pick, Pittsburgh 31,
Philadelphia 23

New York Giants at
Dallas: A second straight
home game for the Cowboys
who could begin to separate
themselves from the rest of
the weak NFC East. Two
weeks ago, the Cowboys
dropped a tough one in
Seattle, but they should
rebound this week against a
bad Giants team that lost
star running back Saquon
Barkley for the season in
Week 2 with a serious knee
injury. Look for Cowboys QB
Dak Prescott (1,188 yards, 5
TDs) and running back
Ezekiel Elliott (219 yards, 3
TDs) too come out in attack
mode and put this one away
early. This might be a game
where the Dallas defense
rebounds after three shaky
weeks. My pick, Dallas 34,
New York Giants 17

Los Angeles Chargers
at New Orleans: A so-so
game for the Monday Night
Football gang has the
underachieving Chargers
taking on a struggling New
Orleans team in the
Superdome. Two weeks ago
on Sunday night, Drew
Brees (760 yards, 6 TDs) had
another rough outing in the
Saints’ 37-30 home loss to
Green Bay. Look for him to
rebound this week, especial-
ly is star wide receiver
Michael Thomas returns to
the lineup after missing
three weeks with a high
ankle sprain. One thing is
for sure, the Saints can
count on running back Alvin
Kamara (153 rushing yards,
3 TDs/27 receptions, 285
yards, 3 TDs) to have
another big night as he’s
gotten off to an extremely
fast and productive start
this season. My pick, New
Orleans 30, Los Angeles
Chargers 21

AISD varsity football teams open seasons this week:
Texas looks to send message to rest of Big 12 against OU
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❑ New   ❑ Renewal   Date____________________

E-MAIL: __________________@________________

Name_____________________________________

Address____________________________________

City ________________ State ________  Zip______

Phone ________________ Birthday ____________

(Optional Information)

Method of Payment: ❑ Check ❑ Credit Card

(Visa,MC,Amex)

Credit Card No:_____________________________

Name__________________  Expiration _________

Security Code_________

✪News
NORTHEAST   BELTWAY 8

How Nice.
A Newspaper

delivered on my
COMPUTER!

Northeast/
Beltway 8 NEWS

NOW AVAILABLE
ELECTRONICALLY!

APPLIANCES
WANTED

CASH FOR
old broken washers.
Call 713-781-6071.

                30-2

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

The Harris County
Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Facility
will open to the public be-
ginning Tuesday, Sep-
tember 15thand will be
accepting customers by
appointment only.  Please
read all signs at the facil-
ity as some procedures
have changed.

Please go to our web-
site at www.HCHHW.org
and click on the banner at
the top.  It will allow you
t o  “ S C H E D U L E  A
DROPOFF” on the day
and time that is conve-
nient for you. This pro-
gram works  best  on
Google Chrome, Firefox,
and Edge.

    Appointments will
be scheduled on Tuesday,

Wednesday, Thursday,
and the 2nd and 4th
Saturdays.We will only
serve those with appoint-
ments at this time.

    Please arrive at your
appointment time.  If you
cannot make your ap-
pointment, please cancel
it and reschedule via our
website.

    You will be provided
a confirmation number
when you schedule your
appointment.  You must
provide your confirma-
tion number, your name,
or address when you ar-
rive at the facility.

    Please stay in your
vehicle to be offloaded
with your vehicle turned
off.  We cannot remove
your HHW items if you

are out of your vehicle or
it is not turned off.

    Please review and
follow the new COVID-19
protocol listed on the
scheduler.  You must
wear a face covering
while at the facility.

    We are limiting the
interaction between cus-
tomers and staff so please
call ahead if you have any
questions.  Please note
our number has changed
and is now 346.286.4299.

    If you have an item
that no longer has its
original label, please
write what is in the con-
tainer on the outside of it.

We want to ensure you
are safe while visiting our
facility.

HC Household Hazardous Waste
facility now open to the public

HOUSTON (Sept. 4) –
Now more than ever ,
small-business owners
need all the resources they
can get. To help them keep
the doors open, the Lone
Star College Small Busi-
ness Development Center
a n d  C y F a i r  H o u s t o n
Chamber of Commerce are
launching their Business
Success Seminar series on
Wednesdays in October.
The ser ies  wi l l  cover
knowledge needed to pivot
businesses for success.

“It is imperative for a
small business to under-
stand and respond to busi-
ness issues caused by the
pandemic,” said Miguel
Lopez, LSC-SBDC execu-
tive director. “In this first
seminar of the series, a
panel of CyFair business

HOUSTON - Mayor
Sylvester Turner today re-
leased the following state-
ment after Gov. Abbott forced
Harris County to close 11
mail ballot drop-off sites.

”Growing up, I was bused
over 20 miles as a student in
the first integrated class at
Klein High School. Because of
the Governor’s decision today,
I would now have to go even
farther to drop off an absen-
tee ballot and make sure my
vote is counted.

“Harris County is the 3rd
largest county in the United
States, and Houston is the 4th
largest city in the
country. Reducing the num-
ber of mail-in ballot drop-off
sites from 11 to one is a di-
rect attempt at voter suppres-
sion.

“We should be focused on
making voting more accessi-
ble and stop trying to create
obstacles and distractions
with unsubstantiated claims
of voter fraud.”

Mayor speaks
on ballot box
restrictions

Lone Star SBDC starts
Fall Business Success
Seminars

owners will share how they
altered their business
models to thrive in this
new environment.”

“Pivot Your Business
Model – Hear from the Ex-
perts” will be moderated by
Paula Harvey, CyFair
Houston Chamber of Com-
merce vice president. It
will help small-business
owners learn how to think
outside the box to deliver
products and services to
prospects in new ways.

The virtual event takes
place Wednesday, Oct. 7,
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
There is no cost to attend.
You can register for the
seminar here.

The event is co-hosted
by LSC-SBDC and the Cy-
Fair Houston Chamber of
Commerce.
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SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

Specializing in sick trees

Certified
MASTER
Arborist

TREE SERVICE

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392

12-4t

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print
Newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

C H U R C H    P A G E
Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

          Mariana Sanchez, Director
          Call: 281-799-9076 or 832-650-4360
          Text: 832-906.4214
          marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it Clean

WIN

FREE TICKETS to

Submit this information to enter the drawing:
Name ____________________________________
Address __________________________________
City __________________________ Zip ________
Home Phone ______________________________
Cell Phone ________________________________

Submit by email with photo to nenewsroom@aol.com

SUBMITTED PHOTOS MAY BE PUBLISHED. ONE ENTRY PER HOUSEHOLD.
MULTIPLE ENTRIES WILL DISQUALIFY ALL OF THEM.

Send us a Photo of You, reading the
NORTHEAST NEWS.

(Be sure the front page shows.)
We are holding a drawing for 3 FREE TICKETS

to the TEXAS RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL

CIRCLE ONE your desired Date:
Oct. 3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18, Nov. 7, 8, 21, 22

JOB OPENING JOB OPENING

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Tamar in the Old
or New Testament or neither?
2. Why had Jonah been thrown
overboard from a ship, later to be
swallowed by the big fish? He
asked to, For stealing, Being a
stowaway, Brandishing his sword

3. From Genesis 29, which of
Jacob’s wives was first to bear
children? Leah, Rachel, Bilhah,
Zilpah
4. In 2 Kings 16, who burned his
son alive as a sacrifice? Joab, Ahaz,
Isaac, Josiah
5. From Acts 22, what famous rabbi
was Paul’s teacher? Hillel, Turkel,
Zakkai, Gamaliel
6. Who stole idols from her father?

Elisabeth, Martha, Rachel, Deborah
ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2) He asked
to; 3) Leah; 4) Ahaz; 5) Gamaliel;
6) Rachel

Sharpen your understanding of
scripture with Wilson’s Casey’s
latest  book, “Test Your Bible
Knowledge,” available in
bookstores and online.
© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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CONGRATULATIONS
To DIANA RODRIGUEZ of
North Shore,
who won Free Tickets to
the Texas Renaissance
Festival.
You can win too. Just
send us a photo reading
this newspaper.
See information on Page
7, and enter the Drawing.

College of Medicine. “This
is an important tool to be
used in the care and treat-
ment of COVID.”

“We are so thrilled to see
Precinct 2 lead the way on
using our innovative
SmartPod in Harris Coun-
ty,” said Dr. Sharmila
Anandasabapathy, director
of Baylor Global Health
and professor at Baylor
College of Medicine. “Our
hope is that this unique,
portable COVID unit will

Garcia brings MedPODs to
Precinct 2,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

be a great resource for the
local community and an
effective solution for future
emergencies, both hurri-
canes and epidemics.”

“UHPhealth’s slogan is
‘Healthy living is what we
give’. We believe that
health or healthcare ser-
vice is not a benefit, it is a
basic human right that all
people deserve. Therefore,
we do not reinvent the
wheel, we close in the
health services gaps,” said

UHP Executive Director
Dr. Bernice Koko, “we are
proud to be working with
Precinct 2 to bring acces-
sible health care where it’s
needed most.”

To set up an appoint-
ment to get FREE

Covid-19 testing, visit
covid.uhphealth.org or call
(346) 280-4133 (phone line
is only operational Monday
through Saturday, 8 AM -
3 PM)

EL COMISIONADO
GARCÍA INTRODUCE IN-
NOVACIÓN AL PRECINTO
2 CON EL

PRIMER SMARTPOD DE
BAYLOR EN LOS ESTADOS
UNIDOS.

Esta semana el comision-
ado Adrian García, junto con
Baylor College of Medicine y
United Health Partners
(UHP) anuncian la llegada e
instalación del primero de dos
SmartPods, que son estructu-
ras de atención médica adapt-
ables y móviles. Diseñado por
el Baylor College of Medicine
y la validación se realizó con
la ayuda de los ingenieros de
la NASA, los SmartPods se
conocerán como
ACCESS2HEALTH en las in-
stalaciones del Precincto 2.

Originalmente creados
para tratar el brote de ébola
en África, los SmartPods que
se utilizarán en Precincto 2
son los primeros en ubicarse
dentro de los Estados Unidos.
I n i c i a l m e n t e ,
ACCESS2HEALTH se uti-
lizará para las pruebas de
COVID-19 que realizará
United Health Partners; sin
embargo, en el futuro, estarán
disponibles para tratar enfer-
medades infecciosas y otras
enfermedades.

El primer SmartPod estará
ubicado en el Northeast Com-
munity Center (10918 Bent-
ley St., Houston, TX 77093) en
Aldine. Se espera que la seg-
unda de las dos unidades
S m a r t P o d
ACCESS2HEALTH esté est-
acionada en East Harris Ac-
tivity Center (7340 Spencer
Hwy, Pasadena, TX 77505) y

debería llegar en algún mo-
mento del otoño. Las clínicas
móviles son una respuesta
innovadora para lidiar con los
desiertos de atención médica
en el Precinto 2 del condado
de Harris.

Un SmartPod similar que
actualmente está en présta-
mo de Baylor se trasladará al
Centro Comunitario
Flukinger en Channelview
(6003 Lorenzo St, Channel-
view, TX 77530). Precinct 2
trabajará con Baylor y UHP
en la programación y los ser-
vicios que apo mejor a la
región.

“Como Comisionado del
Condado del Precinto 2, estoy
muy consciente de que gran
parte de mi área está clasifi-
cada como carente de servi-
cios médicos, por lo que estoy
tan emocionado de tener fi-
nalmente la primera de estas
dos unidades SmartPod
ACCESS2HEALTH. He es-
cuchado de muchos de mis
electores que no pueden ir al
médico. Para algunos, inclu-
so si tienen seguro, no hay
una instalación en su área
para obtener ayuda,” dijo el
Comisionado García,“ desde
el primer día de mi adminis-
tración, he priorizado el acce-
so a la atención médica para
los residentes del Precinto 2
y el COVID- 19 pandemia il-
ustra por qué esto es tan vi-
tal.”

“Baylor ha colaborado des-
de hace mucho tiempo con el
condado de Harris para abor-
dar la salud y el bienestar de
nuestra comunidad, y esto
continúa con la Clínica de
atención médica móvil en el

Precinto 2,” dijo el Dr. Paul
Klotman, presidente, director
ejecutivo y decano ejecutivo
de Baylor College of Medicine.

“Esta es una herramienta
importante que se utilizará
en el cuidado y tratamiento de
COVID.”

“Estamos muy emociona-
dos de ver que Precinct 2
lidera el camino en el uso de
nuestro innovador SmartPod
en el condado de Harris”, dijo
la Dra. Sharmila Anandasa-
bapathy, directora de Baylor
Global Health y profesora de
Baylor College of Medicine.
“Nuestra esperanza es que
esta unidad portátil sea un
gran recurso para la comu-
nidad local y una solución efi-
caz para futuras emergencias,
tanto huracanes como epi-
demias.”

“El lema de UHPhealth es
‘Lo que damos es una vida
sana’. Creemos que la salud o
el servicio sanitario no es un
beneficio, es un derecho hu-
mano básico que todas las
personas merecen. Por lo tan-
to, no reinventamos la rueda,
cerramos las brechas de los
servicios de salud,” dijo la
Dra. Bernice Koko, directora
ejecutiva de UHP,” estamos
orgullosos de trabajar con el
Precinto 2 para brindar aten-
ción médica accesible donde
más se necesita .”

Para programar una cita
para obtener pruebas gratui-
tas de Covid-19, visite
covid.uhphealth.org o llame
al (346) 280-4133 (la línea
telefónica solo funciona de
lunes a sábado, de 8 A.M. a 3
P.M.)

SPANISH
El Comisionado Garcia introduce
Innovacion SmartPOD al Precinto 2

Dr. Sharmila Anandasabapathy, inventor of the SmartPOD, speaks about the
benefits. At left, Pct. 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia, and at right Dr. Paul Klotman,
CEO of Baylor College of Medicine. Behind them is the SmartPOD.

 The high-speed train that promises to
link Dallas and Houston within 90 min-
utes has been approved by the Federal
Railroad Administration, according to Tex-
as Central Railroad, the company in
charge of the project.

The U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion’s Federal Railroad Administration is-
sued the two key rulings that Texas
officials were waiting on to move forward
with the project, according to the compa-
ny, which provide the regulatory frame-
work and the environmental review for the
high-speed train. Texas Central expects to
start construction in the first half of 2021.

The Federal Railroad Administration
did not immediately respond to request for
comment and has yet to publicly confirmed
the approvals, but Texas Central Railroad
said the rulings will be released soon.

Although the company had to layoff 28
workers due to the coronavirus-related fi-
nancial crisis in March, Texas Central
Railroad had described the project as
“shovel ready” and waiting for the federal
government’s approval.

“This is the moment we have been work-
ing towards,” said Carlos Aguilar, CEO of
Texas Central Railroad in a statement.
“The release of the final (approvals) by the
Federal Railroad Administration repre-
sents years of work by countless individu-
als, affirming a very thorough and careful
federal regulatory process that will make
the Texas Central Railroad the first high-
speed rail system to be implemented in the
United States.”

The company estimates that the con-
struction for the project will take up to six
years, with a total cost of around $20 bil-
lion. The train will use the same technolo-
gy as the Shinkansen bullet trains in
Japan, which can reach speeds of more
than 200 mph.

The project has seen resistance from
property owners in rural areas of Central
Texas, where the railroad would travel
through. According to Texas Central Rail-
road, they already have control of over 600
parcels of land needed for the project, as
well as sites for stations in Dallas, Hous-

High Speed Rail between Dallas
and Houston gets federal
approvel

ton and the Brazos Valley. In May, Texas
courts ruled in favor of the project and
against landowners trying to stop the em-
inent domain process. As of September,
the company hasn’t needed to use eminent
domain and has not applied to federal
grants or subsidies.

“The proposed Dallas to Houston route
would threaten the property rights of Tex-
as landowners whose farms, ranches, and
homesteads sit along the route – land that
has at times been in families for genera-
tions,” said U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady, who
represents part of the areas affected by
the project, in a press release earlier this
summer. “Plus, the project’s cost has al-
ready increased by nearly 300 percent and
serious economic and safety questions
have gone unanswered.”

But leaders in Dallas and Houston
have defended the high-speed railroad
and worked with the company to secure
areas to build stations and lines.

“Today’s announcement from Texas
Central means that this landmark project
is closer than ever to breaking ground.
The construction of high-speed rail will
have a generational impact, creating
thousands of jobs right here in Houston
and injecting billions of dollars into our
local businesses,” said Houston Mayor
Sylvester Turner in a statement. “Once
operational, the system will create con-
nections and opportunities never thought
possible.”

At the other end of the line, in Dallas,
Mayor Eric Johnson repeated his support
for the project.

“High-speed rail will be a major part
of the future of transportation in Texas,
and it will be transformative for the city
of Dallas,” Johnson said in a statement.
“I am thrilled by the announcement of
Texas Central’s latest historic milestones,
and I am proud to advocate for this
project, which will create thousands of
jobs in Dallas, attract new businesses, and
strengthen our economy for years to
come.”

-- 2020 Texas Tribune

The TexasCentral train will be similar to this Japanese Bullet Train.


