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Varsity football

Nimitz routs Aldine
by a score of 48-0

Last Friday afternoon,
Nov. 27 the Nimitz Cougars
played the Aldine Mustangs,
and crushed them by a score
of 48-0.

Coach Richard Slater’s
Cougars took on coach Hank
Semler’s Mustangs at Thorne
Stadium. The Cougars are
led by RB Jayvon Davis, with
outstanding runs in every
game. Nimitz is trying to re-
main in the playoff hunt, and
faced Spring last weekend.

“This Pilot program will
support the Sheriff’s Office
efforts to effectively re-
spond to and investigate
gunfire incidents” says Pct.
2 Commissioner Adrian
Garcia.

HARRIS COUNTY  —
Today Commissioners
Court unanimously ap-
proved a ShotSpotter pilot
program designed to iden-
tify, locate, and track active
gunfire.  The ShotSpotter
system, used in several
major cities, works by in-
stalling sensors- sensitive
microphones — around an
area to pick up sounds

Shotspotter gunfire detection slated for Aldine
from the street that might
be gunfire, and uses the
sensors to locate where the
shots were fired. This in-
formation will be sent to
the Harris County Sheriff
Office.

Commissioner Garcia is
investing $780,000 dollars
out of his budget to get this
implemented in 5 square
miles in Aldine where
crime rates are 60% high-
er than the national aver-
age.[1]

“This is cutting edge
technology I’ve been want-
ing to bring to our region
since I was Director of the
Mayor’s Anti-Gang Office

under Mayor Lee Brown.
The goal is to make our
county, neighborhoods and
officers safer. Rhetoric on
crime has become a politi-
cal pain point used to sell
fear. Often, the loudest
voices you hear would
rather see themselves be-
ing tough on TV than do
the hard work to make a
difference. We choose a dif-
ferent path – using smart
solutions to make a differ-
ence in keeping people
safe. ShotSpotter is a step
toward getting smart on
gun violence. This invest-

East Aldine to hold “Drive &
Dash” toy drive Dec. 19

East Aldine District is
hosting a special pre-holiday
event this year, after a very
special young lady started
collecting toys to give away to
kids who are less fortunate.
The East Aldine Management
District has granted the funds
to make this event possible
and the comm-
unity’s response has been un-
believable.  

We continue to take dona-
tions and have several drop
off locations.  ( All Town Cen-
ter partners Baker Ripley,
Hope Clinic, Lone Star East
Aldine Center, etc, as well as
Don Kirrin, Studio 59 and EZ

Wireless)  We continue to re-
ceive monetary/toy donations
to reach our goal of providing
gifts for 1,500 kids.

The event will be held:
When: Saturday, Decem-

ber 19, 2020 at 10 am.
Where: Lone Star College

East Aldine Parking Lot
This event will allow cars

to drive through only, people
will not be allowed to get out,
All vendors are asked to dec-
orate their vehicles and come
dressed in their Christmas
best.  As the vehicles drive
through you are asked to pro-
vide christmas goodies. (can-
dy bags, coloring books, loot

toys, and any info pertaining
to your business if you would
like).

To secure your spot in the
caravan we are asking our
vendors to please return form
and be ready to bring Christ-
mas cheer to our kids as well
as to the adults accompany-
ing them as we will be prov-
ing sone with gift cards as
well.

Please feel free to reach
out to Nataly Perez at 713-
595-1226 or nperez@hawes
hill.com  at the East Aldine
District for a Registration
Form for Vendors, and with
any questions or concerns.

Nimitz #23 Devontae Golden escapes Aldine’s #28
Jayden Payne for a big gain. (More photos page 5)

Shotspotter equipment pole mounted See Shotspotter, page 3
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H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower

8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

Two HCPH Locations
Offering Free
COVID-19 Testing
There are two stationary
sites. At the M.O. Camp-
bell Education Center in
Aldine, children can also
be tested.  Hours are 6am-
1pm. Register at
www.hcphtx.org or call
832-927-7575.
For the Pasadena station-
ary site at San Jacinto
Central Campus, people
must be 13 or older to be
tested and people can
register at www.doineeda
covid19test.com or call
832-927-7575.

Pct. 2 has installed a
Medical Smart Pod office
in the parking lot at the
Northeast Community
Center on Bentley.
The public can get Free
COVID-19 tests, and many
other medical services.
According to Dr. Bernice
Koko of United Health
Partners, all services are
free and walk-ins are
welcome, no appointment
necessary.

New ACCESS2Health
Services now open

NEWS
NOTES

HOUSTON AREA
19 COUNTIES

TEXAS

UNITED STATES

WORLDWIDE

COVID-19
Cases as of

December 1, 2020

288,554 POSITIVE
3,779 DEATHS

248,145 RECOVERED

1,239,598 POSITIVE
21,902 DEATHS

962,639 RECOVERED

63,478,019 POSITIVE
1,472,917 DEATHS

40,760,630 RECOVERED

13,566,283 POSITIVE
268,662 DEATHS

5,146,319 RECOVERED

The Texas Science Ed-
ucation Leadership Asso-
ciation (TSELA) has
named Xandra Williams-
Earlie, Aldine ISD pro-
gram director of high
school science, as the
Outstanding Leadership
in Science Education
Award recipient.

T h i s  p r e s t i g i o u s
award recognizes and
honors a TSELA member
who has demonstrated
outstanding leadership
in science education at
the school, district, coun-
ty, regional, or national
level through their pro-
fessional work.

The award, which in-
cluded a $1,000-check
and a plaque, was pre-
sented virtually during
the TSELA meeting held
at the Annual Confer-
ence for the Advance-
ment of Science Teaching
(CAST)/Science Teachers
Association of Texas
(STAT) conference on
November 3.  STEM-
scopes sponsored the
prize.

Donald Burken, direc-
tor of K-12 science for
Spring Branch ISD,
nominated Williams-
Earlie.

“I nominated Xandra
for her dedication to our
science community,”
Burken said. “She con-
tributes her time to fur-
ther advancing science
education by taking part
in staff development,
chairing TEA (Texas Ed-
ucation Agency) TEKS
writing committees, pro-
viding testimony to the
Texas State Board of Ed-
ucation, and volunteer-
ing yearly for STAT/
CAST (Science Teachers
Association of Texas/
Conference for the Ad-
vancement of Science
Teaching). Xandra do-
nates her time planning
the Houston area science

fair as well as working
with area school districts
to facilitate district-level
fairs. Xandra has built a
secondary science pro-
gram second to none. She
holds monthly think
tanks to promote science
within each high school
course. Her model has
been replicated around
the city of Houston and
even in the state.”

Williams-Earlie trains
teachers and helps them
better understand sci-
ence content and ways to
integrate science across
the curriculum to pro-
vide students with opti-
m a l  l e a r n i n g
opportunities.

Burken also noted
that Williams-Earlie
maintains a long-work-
ing partnership with
Chevron and JASON
Learning. She helped his
district launch its JAS-
ON Project with the en-
e r g y  c o m p a n y .
Williams-Earlie has so
far received $294 thou-
sand in JASON Learning
grants. Due to her com-
mitment and dedication,
Williams-Earlie won the
Chevron Human Energy
Award.

“Xandra’s vision for
building a science-liter-
ate citizenry informs the
strategies she has de-
ployed to maximize ‘real’
science engagement and
opportunities for stu-

AISD’s Williams-Earlie
Receives Leadership in
Science Education Award

XANDRA WILLIAMS-EARLIE

dents, educators, district
leaders, and peers out-
side of her district,” said
Eleanor Smalley, presi-
dent and CEO of JASON
Learning. “Her innova-
tive and tenacious ap-
proach to building STEM
literacy demonstrates a
career-long commitment
to excellence in science
education.”

Williams-Earlie has
served 42 years in the
science education field.
For 33 years, she has
served as AISD’s high
school science program
director, influencing
teachers, administra-
tors, and Board Trustees
concerning the science
curriculum. She is an
adjunct professor at the
University of Houston-
Downtown, where she
shares her knowledge
with aspiring science
teachers.

A member of numer-
ous organizations, Will-
iams-Earlie is a past
president of the Texas
Science Education Lead-
ership Association (TSE-
L A )  a n d  t h e
Metropolitan Association
for Teachers of Science
(MATS).

“For me, it’s not just
about science. It is about
all of the content work-
ing together thanks to a
professional learning
community that values a
collaborative culture,”
said Williams-Earlie. “I
love working with teach-
ers and seeing them get
passionate about what
they are teaching be-
cause it ignites excite-
ment in students.”

Follow @AISD7_12
Science on Twitter to see
science learning occur-
ring on campuses and
how Aldine ISD teachers
use the curriculum to
build on students’ natu-
ral curiosity.

57 District High School
Students Earn AP
Scholar Recognition

Students in schools all over the globe take Advanced Place-
ment (AP) exams every spring. The College Board’s AP® program
provides willing and academically prepared students with the
opportunity to take rigorous college-level courses while still in
high school, and to earn college credit, advanced placement, or
both for successful performance on the AP Exams.

The College Board released the AP scores in August. A total of
57 Aldine ISD students earned AP Scholar Awards to recognize
their exceptional achievement on AP Exams taken in spring 2020.

AP® Scholar Award Level
The AP Scholar Awards are a series of awards given by the

College Board to students who have demonstrated exemplary col-
lege-level achievement. The high school students have to earn a 3
or above score on at least three AP exams.

• AP Scholar: Granted to students who receive 3 or higher
scores on three or more AP Exams.

• AP Scholar With Honor: Granted to students who receive
an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken and scores
of 3 or higher on four or more of these exams.

• AP Scholar With Distinction: Granted to students who
receive an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken
and scores of 3 or higher on five or more of these exams.

• National AP Scholar: Granted to students in the United
States who receive an average score of at least 4 on all AP Exams
taken, and scores of 4 or higher on eight or more of these exams.

In late March, the College Board launched teacher-ledAP On-
line Classes and Review Sessionsto help students continue learn-
ing and practicing for their exams.Since they were introduced,
the classes were viewed33 million times by 5.2 million unique
viewers.Celebrity guestsand luminaries—including Lin-Manuel
Miranda, Janet Yellen,Valerie Jarrett, Nate Silver, Tony Hale, Jeb
Bush, Kristin Chenoweth, Cory Booker, Melinda Gates, and more—
signed on to take part in the history-making endeavor to provide
unique, real-world learning experiencesfor students.

Students embraced the new format, and many have asked the
College Board to continue the AP Online Classes and Review Ses-
sions. The 2020 AP Exam completion rate is higher (93%) than in
typical years (91%).

ALDINE ISD  2020 AP SCHOLARS

ALDINE HIGH SCHOOL
• AP Scholars: Minh Thu Nguyen, Davis Robles & Steven Sánchez
BLANSON CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION HS
• AP Scholars: José Calvillo, José Durán, Max Pequeño & Raquel

Reyes
• AP Scholar With Honors: Ricardo J. Palma
• AP Scholar With Distinction: Miguel Chacón
CARVER HIGH SCHOOL FOR APPLIED TECHNOLOGY,

ENGINEERING, AND THE ARTS
• AP Scholars: Vanessa Arias, Alex Camey Benioto, Laila Chinn,

Francean Houngbo, Ángel Reyes, Thuy Tran, Cindy Vega-Águilar, &
Daphne López

DAVIS HIGH SCHOOL
• AP Scholars: Luz Carbajal, Cinthia Rangel & Karen Pérez
EISENHOWER HIGH SCHOOL
• AP Scholar: Itzel Gómez
YES PREP EISENHOWER HIGH SCHOOL
• AP Scholars: Wilfredo Escobar & Mario Tobias
MACARTHUR NINTH GRADE SCHOOL
• AP Scholar: Mariana Niño de Riveria
MACARTHUR HIGH SCHOOL
• AP Scholars: Mónica Aguirre, Stephanie Benítez, Cassandra Chapa,

Jasmin Guerrero, Valeria Gutiérrez-Gómez, Jacob Hands, Dana
Hernández, Jarely Leal, Willie Lewis, Gustavo López, Alexis
Martínez, Roxana Méndez, DeLizah Montenegro, Ángela Olivera,
Nilo Peralta, Bianca Ponce, Sabrina Prado, Elnecia Preston,
Viansi Ramírez, Jesús Ramos, Yosetling Rodríguez, Cyntia Ulloa
& Lizbet Valdez�

• AP Scholars With Honors: Esteban Echavarría & Jessica Lozoya
       NIMITZ HIGH SCHOOL

• AP Scholar: Weyatta Kpinkin
       VICTORY EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL

• AP Scholars: Alexa Cruz Flores, Anna de la Cuesta & Sara Orellana
• AP Scholar With Distinction: Emilio Argüello
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 Hang your Christmas
Card on our Tree

(This Ad is reduced in size. Your card will be twice as large– a Full Page)

We will publish your Card Ad in
our Christmas Editions

Dec.  15 and 22
For Details call 713-266-3444

Letter to Santa
Dear Santa,

Letters can be mailed to Santa,
5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX. 77057
or e-mailed to nenewsroom@aol.com.

 Letters must be received by
Dec. 11 for publication in

our Special Christmas Editions

School:

Name:
Age:

ment in innovative tech-
nology will save lives and
help officers do the job of
getting danger off the
streets. If successful, I
hope to see ShotSpotter
placed all over Harris
County,” said Commission-
er Adrian Garcia.

Commissioner Garcia
applauds Sheriff Ed
Gonzalez for becoming the
first state agency to do
this.  “Harris County Sher-
iff ’s Office deputies have
taken upwards of 3,000
pistols, shotguns, and rifles
out of the hands of suspect-
ed criminals so far this
year,” said Sheriff Ed
Gonzalez. “We’re grateful
to Commissioner Adrian
Garcia and the entire Com-
missioners Court for this
important new tool that
takes the guesswork out of
pinpointing the source of
gunfire in our neighbor-
hoods. I’m optimistic that
this pilot program in the
Aldine community will
complement the peace-
keeping, community-ori-
ented initiatives that are
already in place and ulti-
mately save lives.”

The ShotSpotter gun-
shot detection, alert, and
analysis system will pro-
vide what would be other-
wise unobtainable, critical
real-time gunfire intelli-
gence. The core capabilities
of the ShotSpotter system
are:

Shotspotter for Aldine,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A typical Shotspotter monitoring room, where a
technician locates the gunfire on a map and advises
the Sherif’s department for a response.

• DETECT – ShotSpot-
ter detects and locates
gunfire incidents enabling
a fast, precise response to
over 90% of shooting inci-
dents within the targeted
areas. This has a powerful
deterrent effect and dis-
rupts the gun violence cy-
cle.

• PROTECT –
ShotSpotter helps to pro-
tect officers by providing
them with comprehensive
data on the actual amount
of gunfire activity that oc-
curs in the neighborhoods
they patrol and provides
critical situational aware-
ness when responding to
specific incidents.

• CONNECT – By ap-
plying community polic-

ing-oriented best practices,
ShotSpotter provides a
unique opportunity for law
enforcement agencies to
connect with vulnerable
communities. Rapid re-
sponse to gunfire incidents
in communities that have
been most impacted by gun
violence builds positive at-
titudes towards law en-
forcement and leads to
more constructive engage-
ments and cooperation.

The goal is to have the
system operational by
April 2021. Other Harris
County Commissioners ex-
pressed interest in also
getting this implemented
in their precincts.

We are expanding
our occupational health
care program in north-
east Houston at our UT
Physicians Multispe-
cialty – Jensen clinic.
Specializing in work-
related injuries and
illnesses, our physi-
cians are committed to
keeping employees
healthy and businesses
running smoothly.
William B. Perkison,
MD, MPH, board
certified in both occu-
pational medicine and
family medicine, is
leading the occupation-
al program within our
community-based
clinics and working
with employers to help
improve workplace
conditions and commu-
nications between key
stakeholders.

“Employees are
businesses’ most
valuable asset, and it’s
important to invest in
their health and
safety,” said Perkison.
“We can help by creat-
ing customized medical
plans and services

UT Physicians Multispecialty – Jensen clinic

Focused on Worker Health
in Northeast Houston

DR. WILLIAM B. PERKISON

based on their needs,
size, resources and
goals.”

By offering a compre-
hensive range of health
care services and
consulting, UT Physi-
cians can help employ-
ers plan, develop, and
improve the general
health of their work-
force.

“Our experts are up-
to-date on the latest
state and federal
guidelines and regula-
tions for employee
health and safety,
including Occupational
Safety and Health

Administration, US
Department of Trans-
portation, and the
Federal Aviation
Administration,” said
Perkison. “We can offer
the best treatment
options and have a
large referral network
of specialists.”

UT Physicians
Multispecialty –
Jensen provides
employee and employer
health services, such as
on-site health fairs for
cholesterol and blood
pressure screenings,
in-clinic drug and
alcohol screening,
physicals, immuniza-
tions, injury treatment,
and worksite surveil-
lance and hazard
evaluations. The clinic
also offers primary
care, pediatric care and
behavioral health care.

To learn more about
our occupational
program, visit
UTPhysicians.com/
occupational-medicine
or call 713-486-8585 to
schedule an appoint-
ment.

During the week of Novem-
ber 9–13, 2020, schools
throughout the country cele-
brated National School Psy-
chology Week to highlight the
vital work school psychologists
(licensed specialists in school
psychology or LSSP) and other
educators do to help all stu-
dents thrive.

This year’s theme was “The
Power of Possibility,” which con-
veys hope, growth, resilience,
and renewal. The word “possi-
bility” suggests that even some-
thing as small as a seed can
grow into something magnifi-
cent. Henry David Thoreau
wrote, “I have great faith in a
seed. Convince me that you
have a seed there, and I am pre-
pared to expect great wonders.”
The word “power” implies that
things can and will happen.

“When we focus on what is
possible, we have hope that stu-
dents will grow, thrive, and

National School Psychology Week
recognizes vital work of LSSPs

bloom. We hope they will be
empowered to take the action
steps necessary to do so,” said
Tracy Bailey, executive director
of special education. “School
psychologists seek to connect
with students and staff to high-
light how focusing on possibili-
ties can help lead us to our
goals, our interests, and our
positive growth.”

LSSPs help empower chil-
dren to grow in skills, such as
social skills, empathy, compas-
sion for others, and individual
or intrapersonal skills such as
problem-solving, goal setting,
and study skills. The concept
that individuals continue to
grow and develop as people and
with their abilities is central to
the theme. Also key is the idea
that with help, individuals can
build resilience beyond stress-
ful circumstances. School psy-
chologists are exceptionally
skilled at assisting students

and staff in seeing possibilities
and creating a positive change
to thrive in school and life.

“Focusing on these possibil-
ities can help us set goals, iden-
tify action steps, communicate
needs, and engage in discus-
sions to help create the connec-
tions necessary for students to
develop critical academic and
social-emotional skills,” added
Bailey.

Additionally, school psychol-
ogists and school staff may be
empowered to move toward
positive change in all leader-
ship areas in the counseling
room, the classroom, the com-
munity, and beyond. School psy-
chologists can focus on
improving the school culture,
identifying systems-level
change, or prioritizing specific
areas of the NASP Practice
Model, which has been updat-
ed as part of the 2020 NASP
Standards.
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Chris Cobler

✯

State is planning for first
COVID19 vaccinations

Plans for first vaccina-
tions

Texas is preparing to dis-
tribute the COVID-19 vacci-
nation to medical staff and
other first responders later
this month.“Texas is ready to
distribute these vaccines in
the coming days,” Gov. Greg
Abbott tweeted Sunday, shar-
ing a Wall Street Journal
news story about United Air-
lines operating charter flights
to position doses of Pfizer
Inc.’s COVID-19 vaccine for
quick distribution if the shots
are approved by regulators.
Earlier, Abbott and the State
Department of Health Servic-
es announced their guiding
principles of vaccine distribu-
tion. Texas will initially allo-
cate vaccines based on the
following criteria:

• Protecting health care
workers.

• Protecting frontline
workers.

• Protecting vulnerable
populations who are at great-
er risk.

• Mitigating health ineq-
uities.

• Data-driven allocations
using the best available sci-
entific evidence and epidemi-
ology.

• Geographic diversity
that considers access in urban
and rural communities.

• Transparency with the
public.

Researcher spotlights
‘invisible incentives’

The Texas Enterprise
Fund took a hit for lack of
transparency in a new re-
search paper from
the National Freedom of In-

formation Coalition.The pa-
per by journalist Steve Mill-
er is titled “Invisible
Incentives: How Secrecy Im-
pedes Evaluation and Ac-
countability of Economic
Development Subsidies.” Part
of the paper spotlights the
Texas Enterprise Fund,
which the Legislature creat-
ed in 2003 to provide taxpay-
er money to companies in
exchange for the promise of
jobs. “But in numerous cases,
the money has been paid and
the companies left shortly af-
ter the deal was completed,
taking the jobs with them,”
the paper’s author writes.
“The public rarely hears of it,
and the money spent is rare-
ly recouped, although because
of the opacity surrounding the
TEF, it’s difficult to discern if
any financial recovery by the
state is achieved.”The prob-
lem is the same across most
states, according to the paper,
which concludes with this rec-
ommendation: “Opening the

records, fully, is the best start
to handing the decision to the
public.”Renae Eze, Gov. Greg
Abbott’s spokesperson, re-
sponded in a statement to the
researcher’s assertions.

“When he first entered of-
fice in 2015, Gov. Abbott es-
tablished procedures to
ensure the protection of tax-
payer money and transparen-
cy in the spending process,
including changing the Texas
Enterprise Fund require-
ments to be performance-
based, meaning these
companies must first meet
their contracted job require-
ments before any state mon-
ey is paid out,” she stated.
“Companies must also remain
and maintain those jobs for
an extra year on the contract
period. If a company falls
short, it will be held account-
able to the hardworking peo-
ple of Texas through
provisions that enable us to
clawback our grant.”

$1 billion less
Two key Texas funds re-

ceived about $1 billion less
this year because of the eco-
nomic downturn, state Comp-
troller Glenn Hegar
announced.The State High-
way Fund and the Rainy Day
Fund each received more
than $1.1 billion in the annu-
al transfer of severance tax
money, Hegar said. That’s
about $500 million less for
each fund than a year ago.The
transfer amounts are based
on crude oil and natural gas
production tax revenues in
excess of 1987 collections. If
either tax generates more
revenue than the 1987

threshold, an amount equal to
75 percent of the excess is
transferred. In November
2014, voters approved a con-
stitutional amendment allo-
cating at least half of the
severance taxes to the Rainy
Day Fund, with the remain-
der going to the State High-
way Fund for use on non-toll
highway construction, main-
tenance and right-of-way
acquisition.The economic con-
traction associated with the
COVID-19 pandemic and re-
cent volatility in oil prices
contributed to the transfer
amounts being lower than the
$1.66 billion each fund re-
ceived in fiscal 2020, Hegar
said.“The Rainy Day Fund
and the State Highway Fund
are critical pieces to ensure
Texas’ continued economic
strength,” Hegar said. “The
State Highway Fund is a key
funding source for the trans-
portation infrastructure that
is fundamental to our econo-
my, and the importance of
maintaining a healthy Rainy
Day Fund to help weather
unforeseen economic down-
turns has never been more
clear than it has been in re-
cent months.”With this most
recent transfer, the new bal-
ance of severance taxes will
be about $10.7 billion.

Billion-dollar break-
through?

Texas A&M researchers
announced a breakthrough in
fighting agricultural plant
diseases.Kranthi Mandadi,
a Texas A&M AgriLife
Research scientist and associ-
ate professor in Texas A&M’s
Department of Plant Pathol-
ogy and Microbiology, has
been working on developing
new biological technologies.
Mandadi and his team are
based at the Texas A&M
AgriLife Research and Exten-
sion Center in Weslaco.The
diseases cause billions of dol-
lars of damage each year. The
U.S. citrus industry alone

would save $3 billion a year
through control of just one of
these diseases — citrus
greening. Additionally, the
pathogen that causes Pierce’s
disease in grapes is the No.1
threat to the $1 billion wine
industry in Texas.The new
technologies allow scientists
to better study the pathogens
and combat them.

Chris Cobler is a board
member and past president of
the Freedom of Information
Foundation of Texas. He wel-
comes email at
ccobler@texaspress.com.

OPINION
✯

BY Dean Weingarten
TheTruthAboutGuns author

San Antonio Pulls the Plug on
ShotSpotter Gunfire Detection
System, Hartford, CT Next?
By Dean Weingarten
August 21, 2017

“A program intended to help police
officers identify where a shooting
happens, get there quicker and ultimately
cut down on crime has been stripped from
the proposed city budget because city
leaders said it’s not effective, San
Antonio, Texas’ ksat.com reports.�“It cost
the city $270,000 to put ShotSpotters on
the city’s crime-ridden east and west
sides, but police Chief William McManus
said the program’s results don’t match up
with its hefty price tag.”

The experience in San Antonio shows
the ShotSpotter system’s limitations.�In
the fifteen months the system was in
place, the police credited four arrests to
ShotSpotter. That’s arrests, not
convictions. The total cost of the system
was $378,000 plus $168,000 for officer
overtime associated with the program. So
the city spent about $136,000 per each
arrest.

expressnews.com tells the tale:

The four suspects were arrested on
charges of discharging a firearm, a Class
A misdemeanor, the SAPD’s Sgt. Jesse
Salame said. One of the suspects also was
charged with possession of narcotics.

There was no known shooting victim
in any of those four cases, Salame said.

It’s easy to see why Police Chief
McManus pulled the plug. While some
costs would be spread out over years, the
overtime and maintenance costs of the
system could conservatively be $75,000 a
year per arrest.That would be most of the
cost of a full time police officer, to make
one misdemeanor arrest where no
shooting victim was involved.

In Connecticut, ShotSpotter system is
also under the gun. From fox61.com in
2013:

“It gives us a very, very close location

as to where the shots emanated from,”
said Lt. Brian Foley of the Hartford Police
Department.

But that’s only when it’s working and
the problem is that so far, ShotSpotter has
mostly backfired. During an analysis of
ShotSpotter in spring 2012, police records
show that out of 60 total alerts, only six
were confirmed, meaning the system was
only 10 percent accurate. Nearly a year
later, an interdepartmental police memo
shows the system’s accuracy on 27 alerts
was even lower, at just eight percent. Two
of those 27 alerts were labeled as gunfire
but really weren’t, including one which
was just noise from a snow plow.

“Some calls you go to you don’t know
if it’s a firecracker, you don’t know if it’s
a gunshot, you don’t know if it’s a dump
truck swinging its tailgate,” Foley said.

The New Haven Police Department
purchased ShotSpotter for $374,000 in
2009 and has made two payments of
$49,000 for maintenance since then, yet
police admit the system has been flawed.

“It was definitely frustrating to
officers and dispatch, it was taking up a
lot of our resources,” said Sgt. Max
Joyner.

Technological solutions to crime can
be helpful, especially for politicians who
want to be seen to be “doing something”
about “gun violence.” But there are
always criminal countermeasures. Bad
guys wear gloves to stop leaving
fingerprints, or masks to foil surveillance
cameras. Sensors can be destroyed, etc.

While ShotSpotter can be helpful in
locating crime hot spots, those locations
are already well-known to the police.
Truth be told, violent criminals are small
in number in all communities. Spend the
resources on monitoring, apprehending
and convicting those known individuals,
and violent crime will decrease.

©2017 by Dean Weingarten:
Permission to share is granted when this
notice and link are included. Author,
originally in TheTruthAboutGuns.com

Gun authority questions
effectiveness of Shotspotter

Art
Gallery
features
Paintings
by Mei
Texas Artisans Art
Gallery in Chappell Hill
is now featuring oil
painting by Mei
Hoffman. Gallery is on
the main street, and
open weekends and
some  weekdays by
appointment. Call 713-
703-3841.
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Crazy college season winding down:
Texans head to Chicago looking to finish strong

The wild and whacky
2020 college football
season is winding down
with just a couple of
weeks remaining, let’s
just hope we get to see it
completed what with all
the postponements and
cancelation of games due
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Most of the major
conferences will play
their league title games
the weekend of Dec. 18-
19, but teams that won’t
be playing in those
games will have the
chance to play that same
weekend to makeup
games that had to be
postponed earlier in the
season.

Jimbo Fisher’s Texas
A&M Aggies travel to
Knoxville on Saturday to
take on Tennessee in a
game that was supposed
to be played in October.
Two weeks ago, the
Aggies used a stifling
defense to defeat LSU,
20-7, to move to 6-1 on
the season.

A&M probably won’t
be playing in the SEC
title game because their
lone loss came at the
hands of No. 1-ranked
Alabama, which looked
dominant in its 42-13
win at home over arch
rival Auburn. Nick
Saban, who had to watch
the game from because
he tested positive for the
corona virus, may very
well have the best team
in the country. Should
the Aggies win out, they
would need either No. 2
Notre Dame, No. 3
Clemson or No. 4 Ohio
State to lose at least once
in the final two weeks to
give the Ags a legitimate
shot at one of the four
College Football Playoff
(CFP) berths. I don’t see
that happening, but
Fisher’s team should be
in line for a Jan. 1 bowl
game (if they are played)
that should carry a load
of momentum into the
offseason.

In the NFL, the season
is also winding down,
and there are a number
of teams in both the AFC
and NFC still in the
playoff hunt.

I don’t think the
Texans are one of those
teams, but they have
played better since firing
head coach Bill O’Brien.
Two weeks ago, the
Texans embarrassed the
Detroit Lions on Thanks-
giving Day, 41-25, as
quarterback Deshaun
Watson threw four
touchdown passes. The
loss was so bad that
Detroit ownership fired
head coach Matt Patricia

and General Manager
Dan Quinn.

This week, the Texans
take on another NFC
North foe when they
travel to Chicago to take
on the Bears. This is a
game the Texans can
win.

Other interesting
matchups have the
Patriots visiting the
Rams on Thursday Night
Football, the Saints
visiting Philadelphia
with hopes of quarter-
back Drew Brees return-
ing under center, Kansas
City facing a solid
Dolphins team in Miami,
Pittsburgh visiting
Buffalo and on Monday
Night Football a good
one in the AFC North as
Baltimore pays a visit to
a vastly-improved
Cleveland Browns team.

Before we take a look
at those games, let’s
review last week’s
record. A 6-4 week
brought the season
record to 81-40 (67%).

Now, onto these
weekends games.

NCAA
Michigan at Ohio

State: For years this
game has been The
Game of the Year in the
Big 10, with the winner
earning the league’s
Eastern Division crown,
but not this year. Sure,
Ohio State has lived up
to its end of the bargain
and should go undefeat-
ed in the regular season,
but Michigan has been a
huge disappointment
this year. Two weeks ago,
Jim Harbaugh’s team fell
to 2-4 on the season
when it lost at home to
what was a winless Penn
State team. There is
speculation that this will
be it for Harbaugh, who
might be a better fit in
the NFL. Look for the
Buckeyes to roll behind
quarterback Justin
Fields (1,208 yards, 13
TDs), running back
Master Teague III (380
yards, 6 TDs) and wide
receiver Chris Olave (26
receptions, 389 yards, 4
TDs). If this one gets
ugly, there’s a good
chance Harbaugh might
not make it through the
post-game news confer-

ence! My pick, Ohio State
36, Michigan 13

Oklahoma at West
Virginia: After a slow
start, Lincoln Riley’s
Sooners have bounced
back and have a legit
shot at playing in the Big
12 title game against
Iowa State. But first
they’ve got to take care
of business in their final
regular season road
game at West Virginia.
The Mountaineers have
been up and down this
season, but have a solid
defense and a decent
quarterback in Jarrett
Doege (2,219 yards, 13
TDs). The Sooners have
been rolling since their
Oct. 3 loss at home to
Iowa State, winners of
five straight heading into
last Saturday’s home
finale against Baylor.
Quarterback Spencer
Ratliff (2,319 yards, 22
TDs), running back
Rhamondre Stevenson
(332 yards, 5 TDs) and
wide receiver Marvin
Mims (28 receptions, 483
yards, 7 TDs) are making
plays all over the field.
That bunch will probably
face their toughest test
to date, but something
tells me Riley will have a
little something extra for
WVU come Saturday. My
pick, Oklahoma 33, West
Virginia 26

Texas A&M at
Tennessee: Fisher has
Aggie fans excited and
they should be as the
former Florida State
coach has turned the
program around in just
three years. And the good
news for A&M fans is the
fact this is still a very
young team, especially at
the skill positions on
offense. Running back
Isaiah Spiller (784 yards,
6 TDs) is just a sopho-
more and while Fisher
will lose senior quarter-
back Kellen Mond (1,573
yards, 16 TDs), he has
young talent waiting in
the wings to take the
program to the next
level. Two weeks ago,
Mond and the offense
struggled in their 20-7
win over LSU at Kyle
Field, but the defense
played an outstanding
game to lead the Ags to a
revenge win over the

defending national
champions (LSU
trounced A&M 50-7 in
2019). Look for the
offense to play much
better this week as they
look to finish strong. My
pick, Texas A&M 34,
Tennessee 16

NFL
New England at Los

Angeles Rams: Bill
Belichick’s Patriots head
to Hollywood to face the
Rams on Thursday Night
Football. Two weeks ago,
NE kept its slim playoff
hopes alive with a 20-17
home win over Arizona
as kicker Nick Foles
nailed a 50-yard field
goal on the last play of
the game. While the Pats
were winning on a last-
second field goal, the
Rams lost on a last-
second field goal to fall to
7-4 on the season. Cam
Newton (1,984 passing
yards, 4 TDs/387 rushing
yards, 9 TDs) and
running back Damien
Harris (561 yards, 2 TDs)
will need to use their
legs against one of the
league’s top defenses.
The Patriots have a
pretty fair defense as
well, but they will have
their hands full with a
talented Rams offense
led by quarterback Jared
Goff (2,021 yards, 16
TDs) and big-play wide
receivers Cooper Kupp
(66 receptions, 763 yards,
2 TDs) and Robert Woods
(61 receptions, 679 yards,
5 TDs). The Rams can
also run the ball effec-
tively. My pick Los
Angeles Rams 26, New
England 23

Houston at Chicago:
The Texans look for a
second straight win over
a NFC North foe when
they visit the Windy City
on Sunday. On Thanks-
giving Day, Watson
turned in a magnificent
performance, throwing
for 318 yards and four
touchdowns. Two of the
scoring tosses wend to
speedy wide receiver Will
Fuller IV (53 receptions,
879 yards, 8 TDs). Fuller
has had a nice season
(and knock on wood) has
remained healthy thus
far. Texan fans hope his
good health continues.
The Bears have a decent
defense, but that was
evident two weeks ago
during their 41-25 loss at
Green Bay. I think the
Bears will play better on
that side of the ball on
Sunday and if Chicago
running back David

Montgomery (575 yards,
1 TD) gets going, quar-
terback Mitch Trubisky
(802 yards, 9 TDs) should
be able to make some
plays down field against
a suspect Houston
secondary, but something
tells me Watson is going
to have another big day
as the Texans look to
finish the 2020 season
strong after a disastrous
start. My pick, Houston
30, Chicago 27

Dallas at Cincin-
nati: While the Texans
were rolling on Thanks-
giving Day, the Cowboys
played like a bunch of
turkeys, losing at home
to Washington, 41-16. It
was an embarrassing
effort and head coach
Mike McCarthy had
some questionable calls,
but the most glaring was
calling for a fake punt at
the Dallas 24 yard-line
early in the fourth
quarter with the game
still in reach. Of course,
the fake failed and
Washington responded
with 21 unanswered
points to put the Cow-
boys out of their misery.
Andy Dalton (870 yards,
5 TDs) returns to
Cincinnati where he
spent the first nine years
of his job. It would be
nice to see running back
Ezekiel Elliott (707
yards, 5 TDs) to get back
on track and for Amari
Cooper (71 receptions,
845 yards, 3 TDs) to
continue to make plays
down field. The Bengals
may be without starting
quarterback Joe Burrow,
but they play hard. It
might behoove the
Cowboys to do the same
on Sunday or they will
get embarrassed again.
My pick, Dallas 26,
Cincinnati 24.

Kansas City at
Miami: The Miami
Dolphins are the next
team that gets to try and
slow down Pat Mahomes
and the Kansas City
Chiefs offense. Good luck
with that. Two weeks
ago, Mahomes (3,497
yards, 30 TDs) threw for
462 yards and three
touchdowns to lead the
Chiefs to a 27-24 road
win over Tom Brady and
Tampa Bay. While
Mahomes had another
big day, wide receiver
Tyreek Hill (68 recep-
tions, 1,021 yards, 13
TDs) had one of the best
days by a wide receiver
in NFL history as he
grabbed 13 Mahomes
passes for 269 yards and
three touchdowns. KC
tight end Travis Kelce
(74 receptions, 978 yards,
7 TDs) should join Hill as
a 1,000-yard receiver
when KC visits South
Beach and a Miami team
that is a legitimate
playoff team. The
Dolphins have a solid
defense, but so did TB
and you saw what
Mahomes did to the Bucs
two weeks ago. It should
be more of the same as
Mahomes continues to
make plays to Hill, Kelce
and other Chiefs as Andy
Reid’s looks to track
down Pittsburgh for the
top seed in the AFC. My
pick, Kansas City 30,
Miami 23

New Orleans at
Philadelphia: The
Saints play their third
straight road game when
they travel to Philadel-
phia to take on the shaky
Eagles on Sunday. The
Saints have continued
their winning ways even
without quarterback
Drew Brees, who is on
injured reserve with 11
fractured ribs. Brees
could come off the IR for
this one, but if he
doesn’t, Sean Payton’s
team is in good shape
with Taysom Hill (397

passing yards/279
rushing yards, 5 TDs)
running the offense. The
one big difference
between Brees and Hill
is that Brees does a good
job of getting running
back Alvin Kamara (585
rushing yards, 8 TDs/68
receptions, 646 yards, 4
TDs) involved in the
passing game. Kamara
has caught just one pass
in the first two games
Hill has started at QB. I
don’t think it will matter
who starts at quarter-
back for the Saints this
week because their
defense is playing as well
as any defensive unit in
the league at the mo-
ment. Look forEagles QB
Carson Wentz (he threw
another interception in
the Eagles’ Monday
night loss to Seattle) to
continue to struggle
against the Saints
defense as New Orleans
picks up another road
win. My pick, New
Orleans 34, Philadelphia
18

Pittsburgh at
Buffalo: This should be
a tough road test for Ben
Rothlisberger and the
Steelers on Sunday
Night Football. The Bills
are tough at home and
have a solid front seven
that should be able to
pressure Big Ben. The
Steelers will be playing
their third game in a 12-
day stretch and the wear
and tear could take its
toll against the Bills. The
Steelers played a rare
Wednesday game on Dec.
2 when they outlasted
the Ravens, 19-14 on a
cold and windy day in
the Steel City. It was not
the Steelers’ finest effort
and head coach Mike
Tomlin ripped his team
following the victory. Two
weeks ago, Josh Allen
(3,029 yards, 22 TDs/311
rush yards, 6 TDs) led
the Bills to a home win
against the Chargers.
Look for Allen to make
some big plays to wide
receiver Stefon Diggs (80
receptions, 945 yards, 4
TDs) as Buffalo pulls off
the upset and make
things interesting down
the stretch as the
Steelers and Chiefs vie
for the No. 1 seed in the
AFC. My pick, Buffalo 24,
Pittsburgh 20

Baltimore at Cleve-
land: A good one for
Monday Night Football
pits two teams that
simply don’t like one
another. Remember,
former Browns owner
Art Modell packed up his
team and moved them to
Baltimore in 1996 and
left Browns fans heart
broken and upset. For
the last two decades, the
Ravens have owned this
series, but this is a
much-improved Cleve-
land team and you can
bet the Browns will be
out for blood on Monday
night. Cleveland QB
Baker Mayfield (2,108
yards, 17 TDs) has been
a solid game manager
this year and it helps to
have a strong running
game led by Nick Chubb
(719 yards, 6 TDs) and a
go-to receiver in Jarvis
Landry (68 receptions,
614 yards, 1 TD). The
Ravens won’t go quietly,
so look for quarterback
Lamar Jacksonto get
things done through the
air and on the ground.
The Browns have a
decent defense. Look for
talented defensive end
Myles Garrett to make a
key play or two late as
the Browns give their
fans an early Christmas
present with a big AFC
North victory. My pick,
Cleveland 26, Baltimore
23

Varsity Football: Nimitz 48 Aldine 0

Nimitz#5 Jayvon Davis returns punt for TD Nimitz #2 Austin Remo just slips thru Aldine’s
@22 Damien Paredes for a TD

ALL GAME PHOTOS BY RUBEN SAUCEDO FOR THE
NORTHEAST NEWS.
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All types of new
wiring and

repairs
D&E ELECTRIC

281-448-8615

ELECTRICIAN

4-tfn

Since 1975
Low Rates

ELECTRICIANA/C & APPLIANCE
REPAIR

MARIO’S
APPLIANCE
REPAIR
All Major Brands. In-
Home Service, 20
yrs. experience. Rep-
aro electrodomesti-
cos, todo tipo de
modelos. Call Mario,
713-291-8286.
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all

phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,

sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Send

letter of interest to
nenewsroom@aol.com

Frugal FrogFrugal Frog
MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE

SUBSCRIPTION RATE:
26 Issues, PDF to your E-Mail $12.00

Complete the form below, and return
with payment to:

NORTHEAST NEWS
5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057

❑ New   ❑ Renewal   Date____________________

E-MAIL: __________________@________________

Name_____________________________________

Address____________________________________

City ________________ State ________  Zip______

Phone ________________ Birthday ____________

(Optional Information)

Method of Payment: ❑ Check ❑ Credit Card

(Visa,MC,Amex)

Credit Card No:_____________________________

Name__________________  Expiration _________

Security Code_________

✪News
NORTHEAST   BELTWAY 8

How Nice.
A Newspaper

delivered on my
COMPUTER!

Northeast/
Beltway 8 NEWS

NOW AVAILABLE
ELECTRONICALLY!

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER MANAGING
EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Position available for journalist or
manager with local newspaper.

Experienced in writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad sales,
record keeping, promotions. Salary
plus benefits. Send letter of interest

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain link, wood or-
namental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

COMMUNITY
WATCH

FOR RENT FOR RENT

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Furnished, TV, Cable, Parking,
Camera Surveilance Service, NO
deposit. $175 weekly. 1918 War-
wick Road. Calll 281-219-3084.

46/2t

HOUSTON – Five lo-
cal members of the vio-
lent Mara Salvatrucha
(MS-13) international
street gang are set to
appear in court follow-
ing charges of conspira-
cy and murder in aid of
r a c k e t e e r i n g ,  a n -
nounced U.S. Attorney
Ryan K. Patrick.

Wilson Jose Ventura-
Mejia, 24, Jimmy Villa-
lobos-Gomez, 23, Angel
Miguel Aguilar-Ochoa,
35, Walter Antonio Chi-
cas-Garcia, 23, and Mar-

MS-13 members charged with
murder by U.S. Attorney

lon Miranda-Moran, 21,
will appear for their ar-
raignments and deten-
tion hearings via video
before U.S. Magistrate
Judge Sam S. Sheldon
at 10 a.m. All are El
Salvadorian nationals
who illegally resided in
Houston. Also charged
is Franklin Trejo-Cha-
varria, 23, who is cur-
rently in custody in El
Salvador.

A federal grand jury
returned the indictment
Nov. 12. All are charged

with conspiracy and
murder in aid of racke-
teering.

The indictment alleg-
es they committed a
2018 murder in further-
ance of the MS-13 enter-
prise. The victim was
al legedly beaten to
death with machetes in
order for the defendants
to further their positions
in the enterprise.

If convicted, they face
a potential death sen-
tence.

Precinct 3 gave away
Thanksgiving turkeys

Precinct 3 Constable
Sherman Eagleton,
volunteer deputies,
and Precinct  3,
Position 1 Justice of
the Peace Joe
Stephens teamed up
to give away
Thanksgiving
Turkeys to the needy
last week before
Thursday in Barrett
Station, North Shore
and Baytown.
It was a kickoff to
the giving season for
the areas.
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PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

A/C & HEAT REPAIR

Air conditioning & Heating • New system
installation & repair • All brands

832-455-0788
832-867-6550

License #
TACLB44848E

www.amigosresidentialservice.com amigosresidentialservice@gmail.com

01-tfn

Raul
Frank

ROOFING SERVICES

New Roofs • Repairs • Painting • Hardi Plank Siding

Free Estimates

Siding & Contracting LLC
281-452-0000

P.O. Box 914, Channelview, TX 77530
Mrroofer@mail.com

=Major credit card accepted= 01-tfn

Financing Available

CERTIFIED CONTRACTTOR

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392

12-4t

COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,

Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print
Newspapers, too.

Call for a Quote
GRAFIKSHOP

713-977-2555

C H U R C H    P A G E
Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

          Mariana Sanchez, Director
          Call: 281-799-9076 or 832-650-4360
          Text: 832-906.4214
          marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

APPLIANCES
WANTED

CASH FOR
old broken washers.
Call 713-781-6071.

                30-2

JOB OPENING JOB OPENING

W. Leo Daniels Towers
8826 Harrell Street

(713) 692-8541 Phone
wleodanielstower@allenmgmt.com

FULL-TIME
SOCIAL SERVICE
COORDINATOR

(Experienced)
Monday through Friday
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Contact Ms. Demita Mason
Property Manager

MAIL TO 5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057,
or FAX TO  713-977-1188 or CALL 713-266-3444

$18.00
(20

WORDS)
2 WEEKS

GREAT VALUE • GREAT RESULTS
18.50 19.00 19.50 20.00 20.50

CLASSIFIED WORD AD FORM
NORTHEAST NEWS

Call 713-266-3444

DEADLINE
12:00
NOON

THURSDAY

Place one word per box

CREDIT CARD NO.:_________________________________ EXP. __________

NAME ON CARD: __________________________________SEC. NO. _______

ADDRESS: _____________________________CITY __________ ZIP ________

TELEPHONE: ______________________________________________

NO. OF WORDS IN AD: ___________ NO. OF WEEKS TO RUN: _______

$ AMOUNT PER WEEK____________ TOTAL AMOUNT ____________

DESIRED CLASSIFICATION HEADING: _________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION

CHECK or MASTERCARD AM EXVISA

18.00

Advertise local
Your marketing Ad in this

newspaper generates income for
your business and the community.

NORTHEAST NEWS
713-266-3444

Advertise local
Your marketing Ad in this

newspaper generates
income for your business

and the community.
NORTHEAST NEWS

713-266-3444

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey —
1. Is the book of Herod in the Old or
New Testament or neither?
2. Which “Caesar” ordered all the world
to be taxed, causing Mary to travel to
Bethlehem while expecting the baby
Jesus? Julius, Tiberius, Claudius,
Augustus
3. Where in the Bible (KJV) does it
inform of the Christ Child being born

in a December? Does not, John 1:14,
Romans 6:23, Galatians 4:4
4. With seemingly two different New
Testament answers, who was the
father of Joseph? Jacob/Heli, Gideon/
Ishmael, Solomon/Nahum, Samuel/
Pilate
5. Where did the angel Gabriel appear
to Mary saying, “Blessed art thou
among women”? Nazareth, Tyre,
Ninevah, Gazi

6. For the journey to Bethlehem, how
did Mary and Joseph travel? Bible not
specific, Cart, Rode donkey, Small raft

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2) Augustus; 3)
Does not; 4) Jacob/Heli; 5) Nazareth;
6) Bible not specific
“Test Your Bible Knowledge,” a book
with 1,206 multiple-choice questions
by columnist Wilson Casey, is available
in stores and online.
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Christmas Market Place
Great Gifts --Convenient Shopping

Aldine ISD was one of 42 school districts in
Texas named as a 2020 District of Distinction
Award winner by the Texas Art Education As-
sociation (TAEA). Aldine, and the
other 41 school districts in Texas,
received the honor for providing
a well-rounded education that
advocates and integrates visual
arts curriculum to inspire creativ-
ity and reach all different learn-
ers. TAEA is the leading advocate
for the visual arts in the state.
The organization has previously
honored outstanding TAEA members for work
in their classroom and districts. This marked
the second year that TAEA is honoring districts
that meet rigorous criteria as evidenced from
data. For the 2020 award, more than 1,000 dis-
tricts were eligible to apply. Aldine and other
school districts submitted documentation they
met from the 12-point rubric over the 2019-20
school year. Aldine and 41 other school districts
in Texas met the high standards and received
the honor indicating they are in the top 4 per-
cent of districts in the state. “Aldine ISD has
set a high standard for visual arts advocacy, in-
tegrated visual arts curriculum, encouraged cre-
ativity and community participation,” said
Stacia Gower, chair of the Administration and
Supervision Division of TAEA. “With the chal-
lenges educators faced this past school year it
is a true testament to their skill, dedication and

Aldine ISD wins District of Distinction Art Award
flexibility that the quality of their programs con-
tinued strong and comprehensive.” The District
of Distinction Award is a fairly new award creat-

ed by the TAEA in
2019. Aldine ISD
was one of 20
school districts in
Texas named a Dis-
trict of Distinction
Award winner fol-
lowing the 2018-19
school year. The
Admin is t ra t i on

and Supervision division oversees the award pro-
gram. The award honors school districts that are
leading the way in the visual arts. The TAEA Ad-
ministration and Supervision Division recogniz-
es districts with outstanding leadership in
promoting the arts in their district and communi-
ty. TAEA wants to identify districts that are ac-
tively participating members in areas such as
VASE, Junior VASE and TEAM as a few exam-
ples. The organization also looks at field experi-
ences, community service and community
exhibitions to name a few as part of the rigorous
rubric for the award. TAEA is the largest state
professional organization for art educators in the
United States. It is the mission of TAEA to pro-
mote quality visual arts education through lead-
ership, advocacy, service and professional
development.


