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AUSTIN - Governor
Greg Abbott today issued
a proclamation that iden-
tifies eleven agenda items
for the Special Session that
begins at 10:00 AM on
Thursday, July 8.

“The 87th Legislative
Session was a monumental
success for the people of
Texas, but we have unfin-
ished business to ensure
that Texas remains the
most exceptional state in
America,” said Governor
Abbott. “Two of my emer-
gency items, along with
other important legisla-
tion, did not make it to my
desk during the regular
session, and we have a re-
sponsibility to finish the
job on behalf of all Texans.
These Special Session pri-
ority items put the people
of Texas first and will keep
the Lone Star State on a
path to prosperity. I look
forward to working with
my partners in the Legis-
lature to pass this legisla-
tion as we build a brighter
future for all who call Tex-
as home.”

Special Session agenda

Grammy-winning Latin jazz trumpeter Ray Vega will
lead the first live, free performance at the East Aldine
Town Center amphitheater Sat., July 17

HOUSTON — Live, free, sizzling jazz for people of all ages,
led by an international music star, in East Aldine has been
announced. Grammy-winning Latin jazz trumpeter Ray Vega
will lead the first live, free performance at the East Aldine
Town Center amphitheater Saturday, July 17th.

Latin Jazz trumpet player Ray Vega, winner of multiple
GRAMMY awards, will lead Caliente, a local ensemble of about
30 young musicians from the Diaz Music Institute, which is
supported by funding from the National Endowment for the
Arts, the Texas Commission on the Arts, Harris County Pre-
cinct 2 Commissioner
Adrian Garcia’s office
and the East Aldine
Management District.

T h e  p u b l i c  s h o w
starts at 7 p.m. Satur-
day at the new amphi-
theater at the recently
expanded East Aldine
Town Center, 2800 Aldi-
ne Mail Route Rd.

Organizers are plan-
ning to offer light re-
freshments for sale.

The free performance
will be the first of many
at the Town Center, which includes District offices, a play area,
outdoor water features, storefront operations of BakerRipley
and the HOPE Clinic, the Lone Star College East Aldine Cen-
ter and the Harris County Sheriff’s Office dispatch center.

Jazz bassist Oskar Catarya, a GRAMMY nominee, will per-
form at the amphitheater Saturday, July 31, in a format simi-
lar to Vega’s.

The Town Center was created by the District to spur eco-
nomic development and enhance several public services to East
Aldine.

“The East Aldine Management District is honored and ex-
cited to welcome Ray Vega and Caliente to ‘christen’ the am-
phitheater with an unforgettable performance,” District
Executive Director David Hawes said. “The start of free live
entertainment at the Town Center for people of all ages shows
how East Aldine and the District are moving ahead with the

EAST ALDINE –
One of Commissioner
Garcia’s top missions
has been to develop
new strategies in
making sure Precinct 2
roadways are well
maintained and safe
for constituents.

Commissioner
Adrian Garcia says
that “Summer is here,
one of the busiest times
of the year for Precinct
2: from park renova-
tions to ribbon cut-
tings, road repair, and
bridge maintenance,
we do a lot of every-
thing!”

With all those
initiatives ongoing,
today, Commissioner
Garcia announces the

newest way Precinct 2
is getting the job done!
Specially-equipped
trucks are being used
to repair potholes in
our Precinct.

 If you see a pothole
that needs to be ad-
dressed, all you have to
do is call the Pct 2 Call
Center at 713-274-2222
or visit www.hcp2.com
to file a report.

See a video of Com-
missioner Garcia
walking you through
the intricate pothole
repair process on
www.hcp2.com.

Adrian Garcia,
Harris Co. Precinct 2
Commissioner says he
is “Working for you.”

Precinct 2 initiates Pothole Repair program

Marina Sugg of the Green Forest CCivic club inspects
a Pct. 2 Pothole Repair in the East Aldine area.

Garcia inspects Potholes

Pct. 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia with the
new Pothole Repair truck that will speed up
the repair of dangerous Potholes.

Governor Abbott Announces
Special Session Agenda

items will include:
    BAIL REFORM: Leg-

islation reforming the bail
system in Texas to protect
the public from accused
criminals who may be re-
leased on bail.

    ELECTION INTEG-
R I T Y :  L e g i s l a t i o n
strengthening the integri-
ty of elections in Texas.

    BORDER SECURI-
TY: Legislation providing
funding to support law-en-
forcement agencies, coun-
ties, and other strategies
as part of Texas’ compre-
hensive border security
plan.

    SOCIAL MEDIA
CENSORSHIP: Legisla-
tion safeguarding the free-

dom of speech by protect-
ing social-media users
from being censored by so-
c ial -media companies
based on the user’s ex-
pressed viewpoints, in-
cluding by providing a
legal remedy for those
wrongfully excluded from a
platform.

    ARTICLE X FUND-
ING: Legislation providing
appropriations to the Leg-
islature and legislative
agencies in Article X of the
General Appropriations
Act.

    FAMILY VIOLENCE
PREVENTION: Legisla-
tion similar to Senate Bill
1109 from the 87th Legis-
lature, Regular Session,
requiring schools to pro-
vide appropriate education
to middle- and high-school
students about dating vio-
lence, domestic violence,
and child abuse, but that
recognizes the right of par-
ents to opt their children
out of the instruction.

    YOUTH SPORTS:
Legislation identical to
Senate Bill 29 as passed by
the Texas Senate in the

87th Legislature, Regular
Session, disallowing a stu-
dent from competing in
University Interscholastic
League athletic competi-
tions designated for the
sex opposite to the stu-
dent’s sex at birth.

    ABORTION-INDUC-
ING DRUGS: Legislation
similar to Senate Bill 394
from the 87th Legislature,
Regular Session, which
prohibits people from pro-
viding abortion-inducing
drugs by mail or delivery
service, strengthens the
laws applicable to the re-
porting of abortions and
abortion complications,
and ensures that no abor-
tion-inducing drugs are
provided unless there is
voluntary and informed
consent.

    T H I R T E E N T H
CHECK: Legislation simi-
lar to House Bill 3507 from
the 87th Legislature, Reg-
ular Session, relating to a
“thirteenth check” or one-
time supplemental pay-

Continued. See
AGENDA, page 6

Town Center amphitheater is at center, stage at left,
kids water playground at right, and offices for the
East Aldine District at rear of this aerial photo.

Free July 17concert
will initiate new
amphitheater
Program includes Ray Vega,
and Diaz’ Caliente

Continued. See CONCERT, Page 6
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We lose Lewis Spearman
CROSBY – We are

sad to report that our
friend and colleague,
Lewis Spearman,
passed away on Friday
June 25 peacefully at
home. Lewis had been
recovering from a
cardiac procedure the
previous week. Lewis
has been an important
part of the newspaper
team since our start in
1994, and his contribu-
tion will be sorely
missed. He had many
friends in the Crosby

LEWIS SPEARMAN

Register Today! The
sixth annual free camp
is open to all area mid-
dle and high school play-
ers.

Michael Thomas is
among the NFL players
that make an impact off
the field in local commu-
nities. Thomas, an Aldi-
ne ISD graduate from
Nimitz High School’s
Class of 2008, has been
giving back. He devel-
oped and hosts a free
football camp, now in its
sixth year, for youth
across the area. Each
year, camps like Tho-
mas’s reach upwards of
200+ kids per camp.

His camp, held at
Thorne Stadium in Aldi-
ne, teaches football
skills and helps the par-
ticipants develop a bet-
ter sense of confidence
in their daily lives. One
of the Thomas tells stu-
dents is to have grit.
When he first got into
football, Thomas was
initially told that he was
too small or too short for
football. Thomas could
have given up on foot-
ball, but instead, he
worked hard because he
believed in himself.

The  f ree  two-day
camp, which is open to
kids across the Houston
area, works with middle
and high school student-

athletes. Thomas usual-
ly has other players at
his camp assisting with
drills and activities.

The young athletes
learn to fine-tune their
football skills on the
field, but Thomas’ camp
is about much more
than making the right
moves on the field. He
wants kids to make the
right moves in life too.
Thomas encouraged the
athletes to have a fall-
back plan encouraging
everyone to focus on
earning a college degree
and setting financial
goals.

Recruited to play foot-
ball for Stanford Uni-
versity, Thomas took

advantage and earned
his bachelor’s degree in
sociology. He went on to
earn his MBA.

Few may  a l so  be
aware that he was a po-
litical intern. He encour-
ages today’s youth to be
active in their communi-
ties.

Camp Mike T Infor-
mation

July 14 and July 15
Middle School: 8 a.m.-

12 p.m.
High School: 8 a.m.-2

p.m.
W.W. Thorne Stadi-

um, 1865 Aldine Bend-
er Rd, Houston, TX
77032

Register :  ht tps : / /
bit.ly/3hdiaMu

NFL Player Michael Thomas
Brings Back His Camp Mike T
for Youth Athletes; Starts July 14

Aldine ISD elementary students celebrate going for the G.O.L.D., during
the summer opportunity to learn.

Elementary students from across the district piled into the M.O. Campbell
Educational Center, toting flags from a variety of countries, banners, and
Olympic torches to celebrate the end of their summer learning camp experi-
ence. The four-week summer program was offered to Aldine ISD students in
Grades 1-5.

Students sang their summer campsite cheers, heard from a special guest
speaker, School Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Schools, Dr. Crys-
tal Watson-Barrow, and watched a special performance by the University of
Houston Cougar Cheer Squad.

Aldine ISD Elementary Summer
Camps End in Olympic-Themed
Closing Ceremony

and East Harris
County area, and was
active with the Crosby/
Huffman Chamber and

the Crosby Fair &
Rodeo, and others.

Memorial arrange-
ments will be an-
nounced later, but a
service is planned at
Crosby  Church for
friends in the commu-
nity to pay their
respects. Time and
date will be announced
in the near future. A
go-fund-me account for
expenses has been
established at http://
gofund.me/7ac91f54.
See also Page 2 inside.
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East Aldine District
COMMUNITY NEWS

A morning of outdoor fun featuring music, crafts and water
activities will cap off the summer for children in the East Aldine
community, who gladly gathered in classrooms – of all places –
for learning new skills from cardio boxing to watercolor paint-
ing.

BakerRipley is holding its FUN IN THE SUN SUMMER FES-
TIVAL on Saturday, July 10, from 10 a.m. to noon. The outdoor
party will include music, food, crafts, face painting, and outdoor
water activities.

After a year of remote, at-home schooling, children and par-
ents in the East Aldine area were eager to participate in the SUM-
MER CLASSES offered at the BakerRipley community center in
the Town Center at 3000 Aldine Mail Route Rd. Classes were in
such great demand that staff had
to add a few classes to the more
popular offerings, including guitar
lessons. And there were plenty of
kids who got a kick out of Taek-
wondo classes.

“I do think that the kids were
happy to be in classrooms with
each other, after a school year
where they weren’t together,” said
Rocio Witte, program director for
the BakerRipley East Aldine Cen-
ter.

Parents may have been even
more eager to get kids out of the
house. Some parents, however,
participated in classes with their
kids, since several dads signed up
for cardio-boxing to combat post-
pandemic pounds.

The GUITAR CLASSES offered
by area musician George Mendez
were an especially popular draw
for children, with two age groups
filling every available space, Wit-
te said.

The classes were offered for

Free Summer Fun for Kids

children from 5 to 9 years old,
and for pre-teens 10 to 14.

WATERCOLOR INSTRUC-
TION was another popular class,
as children learned techniques
for creating frame-worthy imag-
es in an encouraging environ-
ment.

BakerRipley, which also offers
classes and activities for seniors
and adults, will announce its fall
schedule of classes at a commu-
nity HEALTH FAIR AND OPEN
HOUSE ON AUGUST 21. The
center will be open from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., and people can regis-
ter for classes that day,

In the meantime, BakerRipley is offering FREE WIFI SER-
VICES through a partnership sponsored by Comcast, every Mon-
day through Friday, from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., and from 3 p.m.
to 5:30 p.m. The Comcast Lift Zone also offers free access to
computers during those hours. People who want to use the free
service can visit the Youth Lounge or Café, Witte said.

 Dozens of other East Aldine area children participated in the
HIGH MEADOWS BRANCH LIBRARY’S summer reading pro-
gram. Because of the advanced planning required for the pro-
gram, the Harris County Public Library’s branches offered a
remote, on-line SUMMER READING PROGRAM to keep chil-
dren occupied and engaged in reading during the summer
months.

The library building is still a hub of activity, even though it’s
only operating at 75 percent capacity.

The “Tails and Tales” online summer reading program has
included family-friendly videos on Facebook, which range from
magic shows to pajama story time featuring librarian Ms. Krys-
tle in her PJs, reading The Three Little Pigs as she curled up
next to a stuffed version of Clifford the Big Red Dog.

The Houston Food Bank also is offering FREE FOOD BOXES
for kids, each Monday at 11 a.m., when readers may visit to re-
trieve their “prizes” for completing books. Children can get “a
little toy” or a free book for a certain amount of reading.

Librarian Jane Holt said some avid readers have already com-
pleted the reading program.

“We have some really fast readers,” Holt said.
Holt said the staff is “still being very careful” because of the

Covid 19 pandemic.
“We really want to take care of the patrons,” Holt said.
There is still plenty of time for children to sign up for the read-

ing program, which concludes Aug. 16.
For information about the summer reading program, visit ht-

tps://www.hcpl.net/branch/high-meadows-branch-library. The
library branch is located at 4500 Aldine Mail Route Road.

— by Anne Marie Kilday
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Democrats sue over defunding
of legislative branch

House Democrats filed a
petition with the Texas
Supreme Court on Friday,
seeking to overturn Gov.
Greg Abbott’s veto of fund-
ing for the legislative
branch.

As the Austin American-
Statesman and other me-
dia outlets reported, House
Democrats were joined by
the AFL-CIO and caucus-
es representing Black and
Latino lawmakers in ask-
ing the court to determine
the governor’s actions were
unconstitutional.

Abbott used his line-
item veto power to abolish
funding for the legislative
branch in the next bienni-
al budget, which takes ef-
fect Sept. 1. He was
angered by the last-minute
walkout of House Demo-
crats to stop consideration
of various voting law
changes pushed by the gov-
ernor and Republican leg-
islators.

“Abbott’s veto is an
abuse of power, an act of
legislative coercion and a
threat to democracy, the
result of which is clear and
immediate harm to the
people of Texas,” said Chris
Turner, D–Grand Prairie,
chair of the Texas House
Democratic Caucus.

“The Legislature is a co-
equal branch of govern-
ment and the separation of
powers is enshrined in our
state constitution,” Turner
said. “The governor doesn’t
get to simply cancel anoth-
er branch of government
when he doesn’t get his
way.”

Abbott’s veto struck
$410.2 million allocated for
the Legislature and nu-
merous agencies that pro-
vide support to lawmakers.

Besides state lawmak-
ers, who make $600 a
month, Turner said the
veto could affect up to
2,000 employees of the Tex-
as Senate and House and
those agencies.

SPECIAL SESSION SET FOR
JULY 8

Abbott has called for a

special session beginning
July 8, his office an-
nounced last week. He said
in a press release that the
items to be addressed “will
be announced prior to the
convening of the special
session.”

Abbott had said previ-
ously that he would ask
legislators to work on two
priority election bills that
died when the Democrats
walked out, as well as a
bail bill that also failed.

On Friday, Abbott urged
county judges across Tex-
as to submit their two-year
projected budget for ex-
penses related to what he
terms the “ongoing border
crisis.” The projections,
submitted online, will be
used by the state to re-
quest additional border
security funding during
the upcoming special ses-
sion.

On Friday, the governor
also urged jailers state-
wide to assist border sher-
iffs with operating
detention facilities and
providing jail beds for peo-
ple arrested on state
charges related to crossing
the border illegally.

PUC OUTLINES
DISCONNECTION
PROCEDURES AS
MORATORIUM ENDS

The Texas Public Utili-
ty Commission met Thurs-
day with its newest
member, Lori Cobos, being
sworn in by Chairman Pe-
ter Lake.

As previously reported,
the PUC has ended the
moratorium on disconnec-
tions in effect since Febru-
ary. The first day for
potential disconnections is
June 29. Customers have
specific rights under PUC
rules when it comes to po-
tential disconnections for
nonpayment.

The PUC publishes a
“Know Your Rights” page
on its website, which can
be accessed here: https://
tinyurl.com/6byxdy97.

The PUC also said the
Electric Reliability Council
of Texas, which it oversees,
will have to release infor-
mation about power outag-
es more quickly.

Right now, the state’s
main power grid operation
has 60 days to release in-
formation about power
plant outages, such as oc-
curred recently during a
June heat wave. That has
been reduced to three days.

However, as the Texas
Tribune reported, ERCOT
could include which power
plants were down and for
how long, but not much
more detail about why the
outage occurred.

NUMBER OF VACCINATED
TEXANS EDGES UPWARD

The number of Texans
fully vaccinated has
reached 11.7 million or 40
percent of the state’s total
population, according to
Texas Health and Human
Services.

Meanwhile, hospitaliza-
tions in the past week of
lab-confirmed COVID-19
patients in Texas stayed
roughly the same as the
previous week at 1,481.
New cases of COVID-19 in
the state in the past week
totaled 8,825 with 167
deaths recorded, little
changed from the previous
week.

SUPREME COURT:
ACADEMY CAN’T BE SUED
OVER SHOOTINGS

The Texas Supreme
Court threw out four law-
suits filed against Acade-
my Sports and Outdoors by
survivors and family of the
victims of the mass shoot-
ing at a Sutherland
Springs church in 2017.

The Austin American-
Statesman reported the
court ruled Friday that the
suits were prohibited by a
federal law protecting re-
tailers from legal action
stemming from crimes
committed by third par-
ties.

The shooting, at a
church in a small commu-
nity about 30 miles east of
San Antonio, left 26 people
dead. The gunman was
killed after leaving the
scene.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches and
Cedar Park. Email:
gborders@texaspress.com.

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

My husband, Peter, is
looking around our empty
living room.

“I’ll always have good
memories of this place.”

“I will too,” I assure him.
We are packing up the

last of our possessions and
heading across the country
in a few days. We won’t be
coming back.

This is the home Peter
bought as a single person,
when he retired a bit ear-
ly. He wasn’t sure how
much he could afford, but
he bought this condo in the
town where his sister, Lori,
lived, sight unseen.

Lori drove by the house
and sent him a text. “Buy
it!” she told him. Lori was
his bossy older sister, and
so he did. He never regret-
ted it.

But now Lori is gone,
and we have decided to
move closer to my parents
and Peter’s family. All our
furniture has been sent
ahead of us, and we have
been more or less camping
in our home. It has not
been as hard as I feared,
sleeping on a futon and
eating off a few leftover
plates, as Peter painstak-
ingly prepares the house
for sale. Peter ran a sum-
mer camp as a young man,
and this home is like his
campsite; he wants to leave
it better than he found it.

And Peter is sad. He has
not even seen our new
place yet, so he is moving
into a foggy, unknown fu-
ture, and I know that is
hard for him. I took some
pictures when I was there,
with our furniture in place.
I told him how quiet it was,
how there were church
bells ringing in every di-
rection, how friendly ev-
eryone was, and how nice
the grocery store was. Pe-
ter believes me, but it’s not
quite real. This place is
real, and so is his sadness
in leaving.

Change brings a combi-
nation of sadness and ex-
citement. Peter and I are
both a little sad but both—
in our way—looking for-
ward to the move.

“I will enjoy it once I get
there,” Peter assures me.
He knows himself, and he
knows what he likes. Most
of all, he knows we enjoy
our life together and we
will be together.

And, while I am excited,
I wonder how many more
new homes, if any, I will
have in my life.

I was there when my
grandmother moved into
her final home. She was 99,
and her health had finally
begun to slip. She moved
into a place that, while it
was not called a nursing
home, certainly was. There
was a bed and a dresser, a
handful of personal items,
a couple of chairs for visi-
tors, and little else in her
room. She had to know (as
we all did) that this was
the last place she would
live.

I felt the sadness and
the finality of it, but that
feeling did not have long to
settle because, as my
grandmother was wheeled
into the room, she looked
out the window at a bril-
liant red maple tree.

“Oh!” my grandmother
said, “Would you look at
that tree!”

Our eyes left the drab
little room, and we looked
out at the tree, caught in
the afternoon light, a bril-
liant blaze of red outside
her window.

I think that is how she
got to be 100 years old.

My grandma always
looked for the good in
change, even at the end,
even when the change
could not be a harbinger of
anything but the end. Be-
cause even at the end,
there was a brilliant red
maple tree to look forward
to. There was something
beautiful. There were still
good memories to be made.

Till next time,
Carrie
Carrie Classon’s mem-

oir is called “Blue Yarn.”
Learn more at
CarrieClasson.com.

Good
Memories

COUNTY NEWS
Harris County Judge

Lina Hidalgo

✯

 Commitment to Houston Food
Bank to Fight Food Insecurity

 Harris County Commissioner’s Court has
approved extending a contract with the Houston
Food Bank to provide county workers and funding
to purchase and distribute food for Harris County
families in need. The contract was originally
meant to last until July and will now be extended
until September and provide an additional $2.6
million in funding. Funds provided are reimburs-
able by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA). From March 2020 to March of
2021 the Houston Food Bank has provided food to
an average of 131,683 households each week
which is an increase of 85% from the year prior.

Tracking Catalytic Converter
Serial Numbers to Prevent Thefts

 Harris County will be tracking essential pieces
of your car that have become a target for thieves
during the past year. Local catalytic converter
thefts are up more than 400 percent and have
mainly targeted Toyota Sequoias, Tundras, and
Priuses because these vehicles have two catalytic
converters. Catalytic converters contain precious
metals, including platinum and rhodium, and
local thieves have been able to get between $50
and $875 for converters and converter parts at
recycling centers. Last month, Harris County
Judge Lina Hidalgo and the Commissioner’s
Court took action to stop this crime wave in our
region by passing new regulations requiring
metal recyclers to verify the origin of the convert-
er and upload serial numbers to a law enforce-
ment database, making it much more difficult for
thieves to profit from their thefts by selling the
stolen converters to metal recyclers in the unin-
corporated areas of Harris County.

Harris County Honors George
Floyd Day on June 9th

 As a nation, we have collectively grieved for
the loss of George Floyd and were outraged at the
injustices committed against him. Though noth-
ing can change the tragic circumstances of his
murder, Harris County Commissioners Court last
month passed a resolution supporting his posthu-
mous pardon for a 2004 drug conviction concern-
ing the alleged sale of $10 of crack cocaine. The
primary evidence in the conviction of this drug
case solely relied on singular testimony by former
Houston Police Detective Gerald Goines. The
Harris County District Attorney’s Office has since
reviewed and dropped hundreds of cases linked to
former officer Goines’ involvement and testimo-
nies, and court investigation of cases involving
former officer Goines’ testimony have already
resulted in vacated convictions. Due to his death,
Floyd is unable to advocate for himself in this
case and file a post-conviction writ of habeas
corpus issuing a false evidence claim, and, there-
fore, the Harris Public Defender’s Office submit-
ted an application for a full pardon on behalf of
Mr. Floyd and his family. The County District
Attorney agrees that these circumstances war-
rant a posthumous pardon. We will continue to
fight for justice and fair treatment by our legal
system for every Harris County resident.

 This month in Harris County we honor the
memory of Mr. Floyd and the movement against
racial discrimination and police brutality sparked
by his tragic death. Last year, Harris County
Judge Lina Hidalgo declared June 9th George
Floyd Day. The date marks the one year anniver-
sary of Mr. Floyd’s memorial service.

 Resolution in Support of
Transgender Youth

 Despite pressing concerns like Texas’ faltering
energy grid and a global pandemic,

Texas lawmakers have recently focused their
efforts on limiting the rights of transgender
children. More than two dozen discriminatory
bills were considered in the Texas Legislature
this past session targeting young transgender
people, part of a wave of anti-transgender bills
across the country. Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo last month presented Commissioners
Court with a resolution opposing any such anti-
trans bills, and will continue to support inclusivi-
ty for all people in Harris County.

Resolution to Urge Medicaid
Expansion in Texas

 Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo and Commis-
sioner’s Court last month approved a resolution
encouraging the State of Texas to expand access to
Medicaid to individuals who don’t qualify for either
Medicaid or Obamacare. While Obamacare expand-
ed access to Medicaid for people who have incomes
above their state’s eligibility threshold but still
below the poverty line, the Supreme Court ruled
that states could choose to not expand Medicaid.
Medicaid eligibility for adults in states that did not
expand their programs is very limited —the median
income threshold for parents in these states is the
equivalent of an annual income of $8,905 for a
family of three in 2020. Nearly all childless adults
remain ineligible. About 1.4 million more Texans
would become eligible for Medicaid coverage if the
state were to expand its program, and about 75% of
them would be people of color, according to a recent
study by the Kaiser Family Foundation. Almost
20% of Texans lack health insurance.
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¡Inscríbase hoy! El
sexto campamento gra-
tuito anual está abierto
a todos los jugadores de
escuela media y se-
cundaria del área.

Michael Thomas es
uno de los jugadores de
la NFL que fuera de la
cancha tiene un impacto
en las comunidades lo-
cales. Thomas, graduado
de Aldine ISD de la gen-
eración 2008 de Nimitz
High School respalda y
retribuye a su comu-
nidad. Desarrolló y orga-
niza un campamento de
fútbol gratuito, ahora en
s u  s e x t o  a ñ o ,  p a r a
jóvenes de toda la zona.
Cada año, campamentos
como el de Thomas lle-
gan a más de 200 niños
por campamento.

Su campamento, cele-
brado en el Thorne Sta-
dium en Aldine, enseña
habilidades de fútbol y
ayuda a los participantes
a desarrollar un mejor
sentido de confianza en
su vida diaria. Thomas
dice a los estudiantes
que tengan determi-
nación Cuando comenzó
a practicar por primera
vez en el fútbol, a Tho-
mas inicialmente le
dijeron que era demasia-
do pequeño o demasiado
bajo para el fútbol. Tho-
mas pudo renunciar al
fútbol, pero en cambio,
trabajó duro porque
creía en sí mismo.

El campamento gra-
tuito de dos días abierto

a niños en toda el área
de Houston, trabaja con
estudiantes atletas de
escuela media y se-
cundaria. Thomas gen-
eralmente tiene otros
jugadores en su campa-
mento ayudando con
ejercicios y actividades.

Los jóvenes atletas
aprenden a afinar sus
destrezas de fútbol en el
campo, pero el campa-
mento de Thomas es
mucho más que hacer los
movimientos correctos
en el campo. Él quiere
que los niños hagan los
movimientos correctos
en la vida también. Tho-
mas animó a los atletas
a tener un plan de reser-
va que aliente a todos a
centrarse en obtener un
título universitario y es-
tablecer metas finan-
cieras.

Reclutado para jugar
al fútbol americano para
la Universidad de Stan-
ford, Thomas aprovechó
y obtuvo su licenciatura
en sociología. Llegó a ob-
tener una maestria en
administración de em-
presas o (MBA).

Pocos pueden saber
también que era un pas-
ante político. Él anima a
los jóvenes de hoy a ser
activos en sus comu-
nidades.

Camp Mike T Infor-
mación

14 y 15 de julio
Escuela Intermedia: 8

a.m.-12 p.m.
Escuela Secundaria: 8

a.m.-2 p.m.
Estadio W.W. Thorne,

1865 Aldine Bender Rd,
Houston, TX 77032

Registro: https://bit.ly/
3hdiaMu

Jugador de la NFL Michael Thomas trae
de vuelta su campamento ‘Mike T’ para
todos los atletas juveniles este 14 de julio
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kind of amenities that the
community wants and de-
serves.”

José Antonio Diaz will con-
tinue to lead the Diaz Music
Institute (DMI) while retiring
after more than 30 years as a
music educator at MacArthur
High School in the Aldine In-
dependent School District.

DMI welcomes students
ages 4 to 18 and says it “cre-
ates opportunities through
(extracurricular) music edu-
cation for all children, espe-
cially at-risk Latinx and
children of color of any income
level, with the potential of de-

veloping a professional career
in the music industry.” DMI
also runs a summer dance
camp.

Recent DMI alumni who
have made a mark in the mu-
sic industry include tenor sax-
ophonist and singer Jordan
Donald, who has accompa-
nied Stevie Wonder, Anita
Baker and Kanye West on
stage; guitarist and singer
Jabari Johnson, who had a re-
cent hit with the gospel/hip-
hop song “Fixed Fight;”
award-winning opera singer
Latonia Moore, who starred
in a Metropolitan Opera pro-

duction of “Porgy and Bess,”
and percussionist Marcia
Chapa, who toured with Be-
yoncé’s band and has per-
formed with the Oakland
Symphony.

Diaz said Vega’s July 17
performance is not only a
milestone for East Aldine, but
also a signal of DMI’s emer-
gence from the COVID-19
pandemic, when it had to
switch from in-person class-
es to online instruction.

“Just giving folks access to
this kind of thing improves
the quality of life,” Diaz said
of the upcoming performance.
“Your community starts be-
coming energized and you
have a lot more positive stuff
happening.”CON

Town Center Concert,
Continued from page 1

ment of benefits under the
Teacher Retirement Sys-
tem of Texas.

    CRITICAL RACE
THEORY: Legislation
similar to House Bill 3979
concerning critical race
theory as originally passed

Agenda Announced,
Continued from page 1

by the Texas Senate in the
87th Legislature, Regular
Session.

    APPROPRIATIONS:
Legislation providing ap-
propriations from addi-
tional available general
revenue for the following

purposes:
        property-tax relief;
        enhanced protec-

tion for the safety of chil-
dren in Texas’ foster-care
system by attracting and
retaining private providers
for the system; and

        to better safeguard
the state from potential cy-
bersecurity threats.
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

HELPER FOR YARD WORK
AND PLANTING

Temporary Position available for
person interested in helping plant
and maintain plants, flowers and

shrubbery at a residence.
Schedule is for a few hours per day.

281-442-8709

Frugal FrogFrugal Frog
MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE

SUBSCRIPTION RATE:
26 Issues, PDF to your E-Mail $12.00

Complete the form below, and return
with payment to:

NORTHEAST NEWS
5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057

❑ New   ❑ Renewal   Date____________________

E-MAIL: __________________@________________

Name_____________________________________

Address____________________________________

City ________________ State ________  Zip______

Phone ________________ Birthday ____________

(Optional Information)

Method of Payment: ❑ Check ❑ Credit Card

(Visa,MC,Amex)

Credit Card No:_____________________________

Name__________________  Expiration _________

Security Code_________

✪News
NORTHEAST   BELTWAY 8

How Nice.
A Newspaper

delivered on my
COMPUTER!

Northeast/
Beltway 8 NEWS

NOW AVAILABLE
ELECTRONICALLY!

SERVICES

J.D. FENCE
We install & repair
fences. All types of
chain l ink, wood
ornamental and iron.
Free estimate. Small
jobs welcome. Call
Jose 281-221-0637.

                    tfn

COMMUNITY
WATCH

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LOOKING FOR MARINE & POWER PLANT TECH.

Technicians with up to 10 years of experience.
Part and full time positions are available. Special product training
is included. Pay will be based on your job knowledge and desire
to work.
Send resume complete with objectives, goals, and certifications
to larryd1@qpsisbest.com
We are ready for you! Are you ready?

16-3T

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
AUTO BODY TECH

Looking for an auto body person that
can help do work on a 67 Mustang.
This is a restoration job.  Please call

Dan 713-822-1017 if interested.
23-2t

Shooting at 10400 Eastex
Freeway

Houston police are investigating the shooting of a
man at 10400 Eastex Freeway (North U.S. Highway
59) about 11:40 p.m. on Wednesday (June 30).

The victim, Shannon Brantley, 22, was transported
to an area hospital in critical condition.

HPD Major Assaults & Family Violence Division
Officers J. Windham and C. Brown reported:

HPD patrol officers responded to a shooting at the
above address and learned Mr. Brantley had been shot
while driving southbound on the Eastex Freeway.
Brantley then struck another vehicle, causing his vehi-
cle to become disabled.  Houston Fire Department
paramedics responded to the scene and transported
Brantley to the hospital with gunshot wounds to the
leg, arm and torso.

At this time, there is no known motive or suspect(s).
Anyone with information in this case is urged to

contact the HPD Major Assaults & Family Violence
Division at 713-308-8800 or Crime Stoppers at 713-
222-TIPS.

Suspect Arrested, Charged in
Fatal Shooting at 9797 North
Freeway

Houston police have arrested a suspect charged in
the fatal shooting of a man at 9797 North Freeway
(North Interstate Highway 45) service road that
occurred about 3 p.m. on Tuesday (June 29).

Derrick Thompson (b/m, 41) is charged with
murder in the 232nd State District Court. A booking
photo of Thompson is
attached to this news
release.

He is accused in the
death of Eric Wayne
Curtis, 37.

HPD Homicide Division
Sergeant R. Montalvo and
Detective E. Martinez
reported:

HPD patrol officers
responded to a request for
assistance from Houston Fire Department emergen-
cy personnel at a gas station at 9351 North Free-
way.  Officer arrived and learned Mr. Curtis had
been shot at a motel at 9797 North Freeway and

Shooting at 6767 Bennington
Huston police are investigating the shooting of a

juvenile male at 6767 Bennington Street about 11:35
a.m. on Sunday (July 4).

The victim, 15, was transported to an area hospital
in stable condition.

HPD Major Assaults & Family Violence Division
Detective D. Garner reported:

HPD patrol officers responded to a shooting at an
apartment complex at the above address and learned
the victim had been shot in the upper right leg.

A preliminary investigation indicated the victim
was accidentally shot by a known friend while playing
with a firearm.  The investigation is continuing.

Anyone with additional information in this case is
urged to contact the HPD Major Assaults & Family
Violence Division at 713-308-8800.

then driven a few blocks south to the gas station.
Paramedics pronounced Curtis deceased at the
scene.

Further investigation identified Thompson as a
suspect in this case and, on July 2, he was taken
into custody.

Anyone with information in this case is urged to
contact the HPD Homicide Division at 713-308-3600
or Crime Stoppers at 713-222-TIPS.
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PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392

C H U R C H    P A G E
Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

          Mariana Sanchez, Director
          Call: 281-799-9076 or 832-650-4360
          Text: 832-906.4214
          marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

MAIL TO 5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057,
or FAX TO  713-977-1188 or CALL 713-266-3444

$18.00
(20

WORDS)
2 WEEKS

GREAT VALUE • GREAT RESULTS
18.50 19.00 19.50 20.00 20.50

CLASSIFIED WORD AD FORM
NORTHEAST NEWS

Call 713-266-3444

DEADLINE
12:00
NOON

THURSDAY

Place one word per box

CREDIT CARD NO.:_________________________________ EXP. __________

NAME ON CARD: __________________________________SEC. NO. _______

ADDRESS: _____________________________CITY __________ ZIP ________

TELEPHONE: ______________________________________________

NO. OF WORDS IN AD: ___________ NO. OF WEEKS TO RUN: _______

$ AMOUNT PER WEEK____________ TOTAL AMOUNT ____________

DESIRED CLASSIFICATION HEADING: _________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION

CHECK or MASTERCARD AM EXVISA

18.00

Advertise local
Your marketing Ad in this

newspaper generates income for
your business and the community.

NORTHEAST NEWS
713-266-3444

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

12-4t

CUSTOM JEWELRYBUFFET RESTAURANT

CABLE TV

DIRECTTV -
Every live football
game, every Sunday
- anywhere - on your
favorite device.
Restrictions apply.
Call IVS - 1-866-713-
8312

tfn

SCREENS AND SHADES

Beat the Heat!
Exterior Solar Screens and

Insect Shades
Free Estimates

832-247-4581
24-4t

A PLACE FOR MOM.
The nation’s largest senior liv-
ing referral service. Contact our
trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE/no obliga-
tion. CALL 1-855-972-7919

SENIOR HOME
CARE

SENIOR HOME
CARE

Take Pride in our
Community

 Keep it Clean

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey —
1. Is the book of Haggai in the Old or New Testament
or neither?
2. What young man went to sleep and fell out of a
window while listening to Paul speak? Eutychus,
Goliath, Peter, Stephen
3. From Daniel 6, why was he (Daniel) thrown into
the lions’ den by King Darius? War spy, Caught praying
to God, Deep in debt, Affair with king’s daughter

4. At Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha,
which is/was translated as? Ruth, Dorcas, Sarah, Esther
5. What did Samuel’s mother bring him when she
visited year after year? Sweet cake, Letters from
friends, Flute, Little coat
6. From John 12, which disciple stole from the
treasury? Thomas, Judas, James, John

ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Eutychus; 3) Caught praying to God; 4) Dorcas;
5) Little coat (robe); 6) Judas
Comments? More Trivia? Gift ideas? Visit www.TriviaGuy.com
(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.


