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Dems defy Abbott,
continue stay in DC

Democratic State Rep. Senfronia Thompson

WASHINGTON, DC –
More than 50 Democratic
members of the state
House fled Austin for
Washington, D.C., last
Monday, paralyzing the
House just as the GOP was
advancing sweeping
changes in elections dur-
ing a special session. Un-
der the Texas Constitution,
the Legislature requires a
quorum of two-thirds of
lawmakers to be present to
conduct state business in
either chamber.

The Texas Democrats
plan to spend the week
meeting with national vot-
ing rights advocates and
labor leaders, election offi-
cials and other Democrats
as they seek to keep the
pressure on Congress to
pass federal voting legisla-
tion.

After news broke over Continued. See Page 2

the weekend that three members of the caucus had test-
ed positive for

Sheriff initiates UNIDOS program for Hispanics

Olympics open in Tokyo,
Aldine Nimitz’ Griner on team

TOKYO – Brittney Gri-
ner and Ariel Atkins are
players with local ties on
this year’s Team USA
women’s basketball Olym-
pic roster.

Brittney Griner, who
starred at Nimitz High
School and Baylor Univer-
sity, won gold with Team
USA at the 2016 Olympics
as well as at the FIBA
World Championships in
2014 and 2018. She was
named MVP of the gold-
medal game in the 2018
FIBA World Champion-
ships.

This will be the first
Olympics for Ariel Atkins,
who starred at the Univer-
sity of Texas before becom-
ing the seventh overall
pick in the 2018 WNBA
Draft. This has been a

Brittney Griner practices in her Team USA uniform.
Continued. See
OLYMPICS, page 4

EAST ALDINE –
The public was invited
to a kick-off party, held
by the Sheriff’s office,
to introduce a new
program called UNI-
DOS. The event was
held last Saturday, at
the BakerRipley
complex in Town
Center. Hundreds of
families attended
inspite of the intense
heat, and the Sheriff’s
team displayed a great
deal of their equipment
and services in various
locations around the
BakerRipley campus.
This included a mount-
ed horse patrol, SWAT
vehicles, an Autism
intervention unit, and
the most exciting of the
show, the landing and
exhibition of the
department’s helicop-
ter.

The event also
included a number of

exhibits and informa-
tion tents, by communi-
ty groups such as Lone
Star College -- East
Aldine, BakerRipley,
Houston Police and
Fire Departments,
health organizations,
and Harris County
Precinct 2.

we serve them. Deputy
Blanco will cover a
range of topics, includ-
ing how to report a
crime, and address
public safety concerns.

The program will
help promote safer
communities and a
better quality of life by
establishing meaning-
ful relationships with
residents and empow-

Kick-off was held at BakerRipley Saturday; Goal is to provide resources and connections

Unidos is a new
program aimed at
providing assistance to
Spanish-speaking
residents in Harris
County through valu-
able resources and
connections to meet the
community’s needs.

Deputy Blanco

serves as our Hispanic
community liaison and
Unidos program
coordinator. Unidos
will host informational
meetings and outreach
events to introduce our
local Hispanic commu-
nity to Unidos’ mission
and the various ways

ering them through
education.

Visitors to the event
were able to meet with
Deputy Blanco and our
community partners at
this family-friendly
event with children’s
activities and snacks. If
you have any ques-
tions, please reach out
to us at
Unidos@sheriff.hctx.net.

Carmen is a happy
customer today.

Deputy Blanco and Chief Deputy Toquica welcome.

Families lined up to get a picture with the Sheriff’s helicopter.MORE INSIDE
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Absent lawmakers stymie
Special Session

Nearly 60 Texas House
Democrats left the state
last Monday for Washing-
ton, D.C. in an effort to stop
passage of a Republican-
led elections bill. This in
effect blocks all legislation
since the House doesn’t
have a quorum present. As
the Austin American
Statesman and other me-
dia outlets reported, Gov.
Greg Abbott has threat-
ened to arrest the absent
lawmakers upon their re-
turn. While in Washington,
the legislators have met
with Vice President Kama-
la Harris and several Dem-
ocratic senators to push
passage of a federal elec-
tions bill that is currently
stalemated.

The House Democrats
have vowed to stay in
Washington until the spe-
cial session ends on Aug. 7.
They are using private
funds as well as campaign
accounts to finance their
decampment to the na-
tion’s capital and are
mounting fundraising
campaigns. San Antonio
lawmaker Trey Martinez
Fischer, one of the leaders
of breaking the quorum,
said Democrats are spend-
ing $10,000 a day for hotel
rooms and meals.

Abbott has blasted the
Democrats’ absences as a
“taxpayer-funded junket.”

ABBOTT ORDERS
INVESTIGATION OF
JUVENILE JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT

Abbott last week direct-
ed the Texas Rangers to
investigate “multiple alle-
gations” of potentially ille-
gal behavior among
certain staff members of
the Texas Juvenile Justice
Department. The depart-
ment operates five secure
facilities and six halfway
houses across the state for
youthful offenders. The
move comes after numer-
ous complaints that chil-
dren in state lockups are
subject to widespread sex-
ual assault and other vio-
lations.

In late 2020, Texas Ap-
pleseed and Disability
Rights Texas filed a com-
plaint with the Civil
Rights Division of the U.S.

Department of Justice,
claiming “grievous viola-
tions of children’s constitu-
tional rights.” TJJD has
been under criticism for
more than a decade for
what critics term chronic
understaffing, abuse and
scandal, according to pre-
vious published reports.

INVASIVE SILVER CARP
FOUND IN TEXAS WATERS

Invasive silver carp has
been found in Texas wa-
ters, according to the Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife
Department. The invasive
species was found in last
month in Choctaw Creek,
a tributary of the Red Riv-
er, about 15 miles down-
stream from Lake Texoma.

“These are the first re-
ports of silver carp from
Texas waters, although
they have previously been
found in other areas of the
Red River including just
downstream from Lake
Texoma in Oklahoma wa-
ters in 2019,” said Dan
Bennett, TPWD fisheries
management biologist. “In-
vasive carp pose a signifi-
cant risk to Lake Texoma’s
ecosystem and boaters and
there is adequate flow and
upstream river area for
them to become estab-
lished and reproduce in the
lake if introduced.”

The carp are not native
to the United States but
have become prolific pri-
marily in the Mississippi
River Basin. They compete
with other species, such as
shad and buffalo, and can
even pose a risk to hu-
mans. They can jump up to
10 feet out of water when

startled by boat engines,
sometimes injuring boat-
ers. Some can reach more
than 4 feet in length and
weigh nearly 90 pounds.

Anyone who catches ei-
ther silver or bighead carp
in Texas waters is asked to
report the sighting with
location information and
photos to
AquaticInvasives@tpwd.
texas.gov. Silver and big-
head carp are prohibited
exotic species in Texas and
must be killed upon pos-
session by beheading, gut-
ting, gill-cutting or other
means or placed on ice.
Neither species can be pos-
sessed live.

FEDERAL FUNDING FOR
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
SERVICES

The Texas Health and
Human Services Commis-
sion is receiving more than
$210 million in federal
emergency funding for
mental health and sub-
stance abuse prevention
services in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“The pandemic has cre-
ated much higher demand
for mental health and sub-
stance use disorder servic-
es across Texas,” said Sonja
Gaines, HHS deputy exec-
utive commissioner for In-
tellectual and
Developmental Disability
and Behavioral Health
Services. “The federal
emergency funding will al-
low us to address challeng-
es associated with the
impact of COVID-19 and
help get Texans who need
behavioral support on the
road to recovery.”

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
reported that drug over-
dose deaths set a record in
2020, driven primarily by
opioids. HHSC is using the
emergency funding to cre-
ate and implement a num-
ber of initiatives, including
expanded access to treat-
ment and recovery pro-
grams and diversion
services that keep folks
with mental health or sub-
stance abuse issues out of
jails and emergency rooms.

NEW COVID-19 CASES
RISING SHARPLY

Largely because of the
delta variant of COVID-19
and a large percentage of
unvaccinated Texans, the
number of new COVID-19
cases in Texas rose sharp-
ly in the past week, with
22,773 new cases reported
by the Coronavirus Re-
source Center at Johns
Hopkins University. That’s
close to double the number
of cases the week before,
and deaths reported also
increased to 192. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control
reports that 99% of deaths
attributed to the virus are
people who have not been
vaccinated.

Hospitalizations of lab-
confirmed COVID-19 pa-
tients also rose sharply, to
2,834 currently in Texas
hospitals as of Sunday.
That’s up nearly 50% from
the previous week. The
number of Texans who are
fully vaccinated rose
slightly to 12.353 million
— 42.3% of all the total
state population.

Dems defy Abbott,
Continued from page 1

Covid-19, the events
were moved largely online.
Sunday night, the caucus
said two more members
had tested positive.

EXPENSIVE PRO-
TEST

The price of keeping the
Democrats out of Texas
through Aug. 7, when the
session expires, is expect-
ed to be around $1.5 mil-
lion, state Rep. Armando
Walle said in an interview.

Walle said the pair of
private charter jets the
majority of legislators took
to Washington cost more
than $100,000, while hous-
ing, food and other trans-
portation costs will make
up the bulk of other ex-
penses.

Who is paying for the
exodus has been an open
question, as the legislators

fled in a hurry without a
fundraising plan.

The charter jets were
paid for by wire transfer
from the state House Dem-
ocratic Caucus just hours
before takeoff Monday af-
ternoon, after NBC News
reported that the legisla-
tors were planning to leave
town, a caucus staffer with
knowledge of the matter
said.

Members and staffers
have picked up costs on
their personal credit cards,
too, legislators said.

A large block of hotel
rooms at a mid-range D.C.
hotel was booked with a
House member’s personal
American Express card,
said a legislator, who add-
ed that members expect to
be reimbursed eventually.

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

Years ago, I had trouble
with my septic system. If
you’ve ever had that kind of
trouble, you know what kind
of trouble it can be.

I was living in my old farm-
house out in the middle of the
woods and had no idea where
the sewage went until it sud-
denly went nowhere. That’s
when I called the septic guy.

The house (and presum-
ably the septic tank) was 100
years old, and I had never had
occasion to get overly curious
about where the septic tank
was or exactly how it
worked—until it didn’t.

The septic guy located the
tank and then made what I
thought was a shocking com-
ment. “There’s another one
here somewhere,” he an-
nounced, and headed off into
the woods, looking for anoth-
er septic tank cover.

“There are two septic
tanks?” I asked, confused.

“At least!” he said.
“Isn’t that unusual?”
“Not at all! I’ve seen up to

five!”
“Five septic tanks?”
“Yup” The septic guy was

now searching through the
underbrush like a hunter
stalking his quarry. He smiled
broadly. “The septic business
is always an adventure!” he
said.

I had honestly never
thought of it that way.

Yesterday we had a some-
what similar situation under
our feet. Fortunately, this one
did not involve sewage, but
only the floor—which has
been getting worse by the day.

The humidity has gotten
the better of the inexpensive
engineered wood flooring in-
stalled by the fellow who
flipped the condo before sell-
ing it to us. The damage start-
ed out as a buckle in the
hallway, spread to some rip-
ples in the kitchen, and is now
making its way across the liv-
ing room like furrows in a
freshly plowed field. My hus-
band, Peter, has had it.

“I don’t even like the col-
or!” he said, looking out over
the rippling black landscape.
“I think we should rip it all
out!”

And so yesterday a nice
flooring man named Hayden
came to visit. Hayden tut-tut-
ted in what I thought was an
appropriate way when he saw
the ridges running the length
of our floor.

“What’s underneath it?”
Hayden wanted to know. Like
my old septic system, it had
never occurred to me to inves-
tigate.

“Rip it up!” Peter told him.
“We’re getting rid of it any-
way.” Hayden grabbed a
chunk of the engineered wood
and pulled.

“Parquet,” Hayden said.
“Excuse me?” I didn’t know

what Hayden said, but it cer-
tainly couldn’t have been
“parquet.”

“There’s parquet flooring
underneath,” Hayden said,
pulling off another board so
we could see. “And it looks like
it’s in pretty good shape, ex-
cept for the paint they
dripped on it.”

Peter and I stared at the
beautiful oak parquet hidden
beneath the dreadful rippling
flooring. So now Hayden will
be refinishing the parquet
floors we never knew we had.

That evening, I talked to
Vern, the guy at the front
desk. He remembers Eliza-
beth, who owned our condo
from the year it was built un-
til she died last year. She was
a character, and a bit of a
hoarder, but apparently a
wonderful person. “I’m bet-
ting she threw down carpet on
that parquet and forgot all
about it!” Vern said.

Today I’m grateful that
Elizabeth never got around to
remodeling, grateful the flip-
per was too lazy to remove the
old flooring before he put in
the new, grateful that Peter
got sick enough of the grow-
ing bumps to do something
about them. I keep going back
to the hole Hayden ripped in
the floor and looking at that
lovely parquet hidden just
beneath the surface all this
time.

There are adventures ev-
erywhere, and not just in the
septic business.

Till next time, Carrie
Carrie Classon’s memoir is

called “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

Adventures
Everywhere
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OPINION
By Houston Mayor

SYLVESTER TURNER

✯

HOUSTON - On June 30, the Texas Trans-
portation Commission directed TxDOT to
collect public comments on funding changes
to the Unified Transportation Program.

Specific to I-45 NHHIP, the public is being
asked whether they support the project as
proposed or want to see the funds reallocated
to other regions and projects.

“A survey is not public engagement. Fur-
ther, this survey is framing a false choice,”
said Mayor Sylvester Turner. “We do not
intend to play their game. There is a right
way to do it, and if it is done right it can be
transformational,” Mayor Turner said of
TxDOT’s planned reconstruction of I-45.

Through years of community engagement,
the City of Houston has developed key priori-
ties for a successful project, as articulated by
Mayor Turner’s letters of May 12, 2020 and
December 8, 2020. They include:

• Study Segment 1 and 2 alternatives to
use only the right of way needed, as deter-
mined by a recalculation of future demand
based on most recent and relevant data.

• Study dedicated transit lanes with sta-
tions that serve adjacent communities.

• Design frontage roads, crossings, and
other points of neighborhood interface as
City streets.

    Keep communities whole by allowing
residents and businesses to remain in their
neighborhood and increase funding for hous-
ing construction to maintain the supply of
affordable units.

“There is a path forward for this project,”
said Mayor Turner. “It entails making com-
mitments related to housing, connectivity,
flooding, parks and green space, and multi-
modal forms of transportation. It can even
work within TxDOT’s existing Record of
Decision. But it requires TxDOT to take a
different approach. The take it or lose it
position being offered by TxDOT is not help-
ful in getting this project done.”

 TxDOT survey
asks wrong
questions, offers
wrong options on
I-45 project

A TRUSTED
NEWS SOURCE
FOR 44 YEARS

Pick up a copy at your local
store for the latest news.

Thank you.

NORTHEAST NEWS
713-266-3444
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H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Physically Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower

8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

C O M M U N I T Y     P A G E

By Jennifer N.
Nandlal

FREE TAKE AND MAKE
KITS:

While our program-
ming is still mostly on-
line, we do offer free craft
kits to customers. The
kits come with most or
all the supplies needed
and an instruction guide.
Customers can watch
our online videos (Face-
book & Instagram:
@highmeadowslibrary)
for the instructional as
well. Kits are free and
offered on a first come
first serve basis.

HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC
LIBRARY CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION:

We've been celebrat-
ing our 100-year birth-
day and we have free
commemorative post-
cards and stickers at the

library for customers to
stop by and pick up. Our
celebration will continue
throughout the remainder
of 2021 with free craft kits
for babies, kids, teens, and
adults. If you'd like a kit,
please stop by the library.

MY KEEP IT KIT FROM
HARRIS COUNTY
EMERGENCY CORPS:

We've partnered up with
Harris County Emergency
Corps to hand out "My
Keep It" kits. Included in
each kit is a free set of
books for children ages 0-
18 months and the kit is
designed to help families
and children develop a love
of reading. The kits are
sponsored by The Chil-
dren's Museum of Houston
and Texas Children's Hos-
pital and are bilingual. We
have kits available for
pickup while supplies last.

SUMMER READING:
Our Summer Reading

program ends on August
7th. There's still time to
register and pick up priz-
es. For assistance, please
contact us and we can
help.

OUTREACH
OPPORTUNITIES:

We would love reach-
ing out to the communi-
ty! If you'd like to have
us come out to an event
and talk about all the li-
brary has to offer, please
give us a call.

For more information
on any of the above
events, please call us at
832-927-5540 or stop by
the library.

HIGH MEADOWS
LIBRARY
4500 ALDINE MAIL RT
HOUSTON, TX 77039

HIGH MEADOWS LIBRARY NEWS

COMMUNITY
WATCH

Aldine ISD Superintendent Dr. LaTon-
ya M. Goffney has announced changes to
district leadership.

“Last year, we were provided with op-
portunities for growth and a commitment
to ensuring every student had access to
choices and opportunities — not just in
the future but right now. That meant how
and when we support students and staff.
This included reviewing and realigning
how we do our work and ensuring the
right resources are directed toward en-
suring all students are progressing and
succeeding.”

The changes will create the conditions
that make it possible for principals to be
more effective in leading school improve-
ment. The following leadership restruc-
turing will support our continued
commitment to creating equitable expe-
riences and ensuring students have in-
creased choices and opportunities upon
graduation from high school.

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM

--Chief of Staff — Sheleah D. Reed,
APR

    The need for this newly created role
became ap-
parent this
past year as
we began to
tackle all of
the projects
to meet the
goals of our
s t r a t e g i c
plan, A New
W a y  F o r -
ward. In this
r o l e ,  R e e d
will support
Superinten-
d e n t  D r .
LaTonya M.
Goffney and work with district leadership
to ensure Aldine ISD’s priorities are im-
plemented. Reed will continue to oversee
the communications areas while also el-
evating AISD’s equity initiatives. While
much of this work was already underway
in her role as the Chief Communications
Officer, she will now have the latitude to
build on the solid foundation that has
been prepared.

--Associate Superintendent of Schools
— Dr. Xóchitl Rodríguez

    This position will support all 15 high
schools and oversee the new Postsecond-
ary Outcomes Executive Director, which
Dr. Autumn Boyd has filled, ensuring all
students are prepared for life after high
school.

--Assistant Superintendent of Teach-
ing and Learning — Dr. Stephen War-
f o r d  a n d
A s s i s t a n t
Superinten-
dent of Busi-
n e s s  a n d
Finance —
Alexia Rog-
ersMr. War-
f o r d  a n d
Rogers will
c o n t i n u e
leading work
in their re-
spective ar-
eas, now as
members of
the Execu-
tive Leadership Team.

SCHOOLS OFFICE

--Social and Emotional Learning
    Over the past year, Aldine has in-

creased Social and Emotional Learning
supports across the school district with
targeted ongoing training and coaching.
The work will continue next year as the
department expands with additional So-
cial and Emotional Learning and School
Culture Specialists, hiring Licensed Spe-
cialists in School Psychology and addi-
tional Social Workers.

--Executive Director of School Admin-
istration — Todd Lindeman

Aldine ISD Announces
District Leadership Changes

Reporting to the Chief of Schools, Lin-
deman, will help facilitate safety and pos-
itive behavior support and assist campus
behavior coordinators. What was known
as Safe and Secure Schools has been dis-
solved. Student Services now oversees the
student transfer process. Mr. Michael
Williams will serve as the district’s Emer-
gency Operations Manager reporting di-
rectly to the Chief of Police.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

--Director of Mathematics and Science
— Sandra Doria

Bringing in equitable and cohesive
math and science teaching practices,
Doria will oversee a new math curricu-
lum rollout for the 2021-2022 school year.

--Executive Director of Early Childhood
Learning — Ray Mondragon

Mondragon joins the Teaching and
Learning team. He will continue support-
ing all early childhood learning, includ-
ing curriculum and testing, as well as
leading all change efforts to increase ac-
cess to quality programs for the district’s
youngest learners. The district’s Head
Start Director will provide additional sup-
port for qualifying prekindergarten stu-
dents

--Director of Interventions — Dr. Kim-
berly Sinclair

Sinclair has been promoted to Direc-
tor, where she will oversee the dyslexia
services program and the response to in-
tervention process.

ADVANCED ACADEMICS

The department has expanded to in-
clude a Program Director that will focus
on elementary schools ensuring families
have complete access and understanding
of the gifted and talented program in their
early years. Dr. Susan Pelezo also now
oversees digital learning, managing the
work of the Digital Learning Specialists.

MULTILINGUAL SERVICES

Centrally managed Language Profi-
ciency and Assessment Committee
(LPAC) Clerks have been added to the
Multilingual team to support the clerical
work of our ESL professional staff mem-
bers on each campus.

SPECIAL EDUCATION (SPED)

The Special Education Department is
being strengthened to ensure all SpEd
students have the tools and resources
needed to succeed. Transition Specialists
have been added at the high school level,
which serves as the campus representa-
tive with the Texas Workforce Commis-
sion, ensuring students have a plan
following graduation. AISD has added 15
additional positions to improve the over-
all program. These positions include the
Transition Specialists, a board-certified
Behavior Analyst, an In-Home and Par-
ent Trainer, and additional Diagnosti-
cians to support the needs of the district’s
Special Education Department.

STRATEGIC INITIATIVES AND AC-
COUNTABILITY

--Program Director of Testing-Local As-
sessments — Kappelle Traylor

Mrs. Traylor will serve as the liaison
with Teaching and Learning. She will
support the administration of universal
screeners and other local assessments to
ensure the district collects and monitors
data needed to determine student
achievement and progress.

ADDITIONAL UPDATES

AISD has added Art Teachers to eight
campuses. Additionally, the Skills Spe-
cialist role has been redefined to improve
Tier 1 instruction. They are now called
Instructional Specialists.

“I look forward to starting strong in the
new school year with new opportunities
to grow as professionals and positively im-
pact the Aldine community,” added Dr.
Goffney.

SHELEAH D. REED

MATT WARFORD

Fatal Shooting at 9400 North
Freeway

Houston police are investigating the fatal shooting of
a man found at 9400 North Freeway (North Interstate
Highway 45) about 1 a.m. on Monday (July 19).

The identity of the victim, 33, is pending verification
by the Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences.

HPD Homicide Division Detectives J. Flores and C.
Flora reported:

Officers were dispatched to a major crash on the north-
bound lanes of the freeway at the above address and
found three damaged vehicles just before the West Mount
Houston Road exit.  Officers also found a man lying on
an embankment between the freeway and the service
road.  Paramedics arrived and pronounced the man de-
ceased.  He had suffered at least one gunshot wound.

Witnesses reported seeing the man, who was involved
in the initial crash and subsequently parked on the free-
way shoulder, get into an altercation with individuals
in a car on the feeder road.  As a result of that alterca-
tion, the victim was fatally shot.  The suspects fled the
scene in an unknown vehicle.

Anyone with additional information in this case is
urged to contact the HPD Homicide Division at 713-308-
3600 or Crime Stoppers at 713-222-TIPS.

MAYOR’S BACK TO
SCHOOL FEST PRESENTED
BY SHELL WILL PROVIDE
THOUSANDS OF
STUDENTS AND THEIR
FAMILIES WITH
BACKPACKS, SCHOOL
SUPPLIES, FOOD AND
MASKS

HOUSTON - Mayor
Sylvester Turner will wel-
come thousands of stu-
dents and their families to
the 11th Annual Mayor's
Back to School Fest pre-
sented by Shell on Satur-
day, August 14, 2021. To
accommodate the growing
number of students who
need assistance, this year
the event will again take
place in the NRG Park Yel-
low Lot as a "drive-
through" event.

Registration is recom-
mended for participation
in the fest: https://
www.houstontx.gov/btsf/
registermystudent.html

 The annual fest pre-
sented by Shell Oil Compa-
ny is designed to help
economically disadvan-
taged Houston-area ele-
mentary school students
and their families as they
prepare to return to school.
In addition to distributing
25,000 backpacks with
school supplies, the May-
or's Office of Special
Events has partnered with
the Houston Food Bank to
provide food to the stu-
dents' families. Additional-
ly, face masks will be
distributed to ensure a safe
return to school. With one
in four Texas children liv-
ing in poverty, the Mayor's
Back to School Fest pre-
sented by Shell is focused
on changing the future, one
child at a time.

  "Many Houston fami-
lies simply cannot afford
school supplies, and the
challenges are greater this
year because of the linger-

Mayor plans drive-thru
Back2School event Aug. 14

ing effects of the COVID-
19 pandemic. Families
have been hit hard by
health issues or unemploy-
ment, said Mayor Turner.
"I thank our sponsors for
stepping up to the plate to
help.  Due to their gener-
osity, thousands of kids
will have the tools they
need for a successful start
to the school year."

  Due to COVID-19, this
new procedure for obtain-
ing school supplies was im-
plemented in 2020 with
the sole purpose of keeping
the public safe and social-
ly distanced. That commit-
ment to safety remains a
priority for this year's
event.

 "Shell is honored to
serve as founding and pre-
senting sponsor of the an-
nual Mayor’s Back 2
School Fest,” said Christi-
na Jones, VP HR, Diversi-
ty, Inclusion and Employee
Relations. “Through our
strong 11-year partner-
ship, we have supported a
variety of education pro-
grams that help prepare

our students for academic
success. These continuing
efforts are critical to sup-
port our talent pipeline,
but also to sustain and
grow the economic vitality
of this community we all
call home. “

  Partnering with the
Houston Food Bank will
benefit students and their
families by providing
much-needed produce, pro-
tein, and dry goods.

 "Houston Food Bank is
proud to be a part of the
Mayor's Back 2 School
Fest, to help kids and fam-
ilies get ready for this im-
portant time of year," says
Brian Greene, president/
CEO of the Food Bank.
"While there remain so
many unknowns during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
what we do know is that
some families need help
preparing for this time of
year, and they are still in
need of food assistance. We
are happy to partner with
Shell and the City of Hous-
ton for this important
event."
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C O M M U N I T Y     P A G E

coming-out season for At-
kins offensively - she’s av-
eraging career highs in five
categories, including her
19.0 points per game. The
former Longhorn was a
part of the Washington
Myst i cs ’  2019  WNBA
Championship team and
has been named to the
WNBA Al l -De fens ive
Team all three seasons she
has played in the league.

As for the rest of the ros-
ter, Sue Bird and Diana
Taurasi will try and be-
come the first five-time
Olympic gold medalists in
basketball as they lead the
U.S women’s team at the
Tokyo Games.

The duo was selected for
their fifth Olympics last
month, joining Teresa Ed-
wards as the only basket-
ball players in U.S. history
to play in five. Edwards
won four gold medals and
a bronze in her illustrious
Olympic career.

There have been five in-
ternational basketball
players to play in five
Olympics: Spain’s Juan
Carlos Navarro, Brazil’s
Adriana Moises Pinto and
Oscar Schmidt, Australia’s
Andrew Gaze and Puerto
Rico’s Teofilo Cruz.

The 40-year-old Bird
and 39-year-old Taurasi
will lead a veteran group
in Japan, including 6-foot-
6 Sylvia Fowles, who will
be playing in her fourth
Olympics. Tina Charles
will be in her third while
6-8 Brittney Griner and
Breanna Stewart are back
for a second time.

There will also be six
newcomers to the Olympic
stage: Atkins, reigning
WNBA MVP A’ja Wilson,
Skylar Diggins-Smith,
Chelsea Gray, Jewell Loyd
and Napheesa Collier.

“USA Basketball has
never been in a better
place,” said U.S. head
coach Dawn Staley, who
won three Olympic gold
medals as a player and
helped the team win two
more as an assistant coach.
“I’m honored to be the
coach of such an amazing
collection of talented wom-
en, both those named to
the team and those who
gave their all the last few
years but won’t be with us
in Tokyo.”

The Americans have
won the last six consecu-
tive gold medals, not drop-
p i n g  a  g a m e  a t  t h e
Olympics since 1992. They
are the heavy favorites to
win again. The Americans
are in a pool with France,
Japan and Nigeria, which
the U.S. opens up against
on July 27. The Americans
face Japan on July 30 and
France on Aug. 2.

The U.S. team got to-
gether in Las Vegas in July
to train for a week as well
as play an All-Star Game
against a selection of
WNBA players. The Amer-
icans will also play games
against Australia and Ni-
geria.

Griner on
Olympic team,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BRITTNEY GRINER

Latin Jazz series continues July 31 at Town Center

Sheriff’s UNIDOS event at BakerRipley

ABOVE: Sheriff’s displays included a Mounted Unit,
and a SWAT vehicle, and a helicopter.
LEFT: At East Aldine District booth, Board member
Abel Garza, Natalie Perez, Veronica Sanches, and
Aldine Police Chief Paul Cordova.
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PART SERVICES
R.F. Hull Water Well
- Pump Service.
281-442-5630.

               22-tfn

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

HALL FOR RENT
$650 For 4 Hours
Includes Dance Floor, Bandstand

and Bar - Seats 250

VFW POST 9187
6101 E. Mount Houston

For Information Call:

281-987-1392

C H U R C H    P A G E
Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority  And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

          Mariana Sanchez, Director
          Call: 281-799-9076 or 832-650-4360
          Text: 832-906.4214
          marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

MAIL TO 5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057,
or FAX TO  713-977-1188 or CALL 713-266-3444

$18.00
(20

WORDS)
2 WEEKS

GREAT VALUE • GREAT RESULTS
18.50 19.00 19.50 20.00 20.50

CLASSIFIED WORD AD FORM
NORTHEAST NEWS

Call 713-266-3444

DEADLINE
12:00
NOON

THURSDAY

Place one word per box

CREDIT CARD NO.:_________________________________ EXP. __________

NAME ON CARD: __________________________________SEC. NO. _______

ADDRESS: _____________________________CITY __________ ZIP ________

TELEPHONE: ______________________________________________

NO. OF WORDS IN AD: ___________ NO. OF WEEKS TO RUN: _______

$ AMOUNT PER WEEK____________ TOTAL AMOUNT ____________

DESIRED CLASSIFICATION HEADING: _________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION

CHECK or MASTERCARD AM EXVISA

18.00

Advertise local
Your marketing Ad in this

newspaper generates income for
your business and the community.

NORTHEAST NEWS
713-266-3444

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

12-4t

CUSTOM JEWELRYBUFFET RESTAURANT

CABLE TV

DIRECTTV -
Every live football
game, every Sunday
- anywhere - on your
favorite device.
Restrictions apply.
Call IVS - 1-866-713-
8312

tfn

SCREENS AND SHADES

Beat the Heat!
Exterior Solar Screens and

Insect Shades
Free Estimates

832-247-4581
24-4t

DRIVERS DRIVERS DRIVERS

Toss it into
the can.

It’s a neat
idea.

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey ---
1. Is the book of Lazarus in the Old Testament, New
Testament or neither?
2. What happened to Jeroboam's hand on confronting
the man of God at the altar? Fell off, Turned to salt,
Became a viper, Dried up
3. The children making fun of Elisha's bald head were
torn apart by? 2 bears, 3 lions, 7 serpents, Locust
swarm

4. From Acts 13, who was called "A man after mine
own heart"? Gideon, David, Matthew, James
5. In John 19, who said, "What I have written, I have
written"? Daniel, John the Baptist, Pilate, Jesus
6. From Genesis 1:20, on what day did God create
the birds? 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 5th

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2) Dried up; 3) 2 bears; 4) David; 5) Pilate; 6)
5th
Sharpen your understanding of scripture with Wilson Casey's latest
book, "Test Your Bible Knowledge," available in bookstores and
online.
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HOUSTON (June 17,
2021) – Texas Gov. Greg
Abbott signed House Bill
3348 into law which allows
the Texas Higher Educa-
tion Coordinating Board to
permit the expansion of
Lone Star College’s bacca-
laureate degree programs.

“Building on the success
of our three current bach-
elor’s degree programs,
Lone Star College is ready
to provide even more bach-
elor’s degrees for high-de-
m a n d  c a r e e r s , ”  s a i d
Stephen C. Head, Ph.D.,
LSC chancellor. “This is a
wonderful opportunity for
Lone Star College students
who want to continue their
education close to home at
an affordable tuition.”

LSC will submit a pro-
posal to the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating
Board which would allow
it to offer a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Emergency Man-
agement (BSEM) degree.
The U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics reports emer-
gency management direc-
tors  typica l ly  need  a
bachelor’s degree as well
as work experience in
emergency response, di-
saster planning or public
administration.

Emergency manage-
ment directors prepare
plans and procedures for
responding to natural di-
sasters or other emergen-
cies. They also help lead
the response during and
after emergencies.

The bill ,  which was
signed June 16, allows
LSC and other community
colleges to offer no more
than five baccalaureate
degree programs at any
time. LSC will conduct re-

Texas governor signs bill
expanding Lone Star College
baccalaureate degree programs

search and market analy-
sis to determine its fifth
baccalaureate program at
a later date.

“I would like to thank all
those in the house and sen-
ate that voted for this bill,
particularly Texas Sen.
Brandon Creighton who
carried the bill as the chair
of the Senate Committee
on Higher Education,” said
Head.

LSC began to  o f fer
Bachelor of Science in
Nursing; Bachelor of Ap-
plied Technology in Cyber-
security; and Bachelor of
Applied Science in Energy,
Manufacturing and Trades
Management degrees in
f a l l  2 0 1 9 .  V i s i t
LoneStar.edu/Bachelors-
Degrees to learn more.

In addition to state ap-
provals, LSC must also get
program approval from its

accreditation agency, the
Commission on Colleges of
the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools.

Lone Star College offers
high-quality, low-cost aca-
demic transfer and career
training education to
93,000+ students each se-
mester. LSC is training to-
morrow’s workforce today
and redefining the commu-
nity college experience to
support student success.
Stephen C. Head, Ph.D.,
serves as chancellor of
LSC, the largest institu-
tion of higher education in
the Houston area with an
annual economic impact of
nearly $3 billion. Lone
Star College consists of
seven colleges, eight cen-
ters, eight Workforce Cen-
ters of Excellence, Lone
Star Corporate College
and LSC-Online. To learn
more, visit LoneStar.edu.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott has signed HB3348 into law
which allows the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board to permit Lone Star College to offer additional
baccalaureate degree programs. LSC will work toward
gaining approval to offer a Bachelor of Science in
Emergency Management degree. Pictured are LSC
students training to become emergency medical
technicians.


