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HARRIS COUNTY
–  Election season for
2022 kicks off with
early voting for the
primary races in cru-
cial positions in Harris
County starting Mon-
day, Feb. 14. Early
voting ends on Friday,
Feb. 25 and Primary
Election Day is Tues-
day, March 1.

Among the primary
races catching much of
the attention are the
Harris County judge
race and the Pct. 2
commissioner race.
Lina Hidalgo is the in-
cumbent Harris Coun-
ty Judge but faces five
opponents in the pri-
mary race. One of the
Democratic challeng-
ers is Georgia D. Pro-
vost, a former Houston
City Council candi-
date, and Erica Davis
Constable Alan Ros-
en’s chief of staff. Oth-
er  Democrats  a re
Maria Garcia, Ahmad
R. “Robbeto” Hassan,
and Kevin Howard,
according to the Texas
Secretary of  State

Election Information
p a g e  a t  h t t p s : / /
c a n d i d a t e . t e x a s -
e lect ion.com/Elec-
t i o n s /
getQualifiedCandi-
dates Info.do.

Republicans vying
for Hidalgo’s seat in-
clude Randy Kubosh,
Houston City Council
Michae l  Kubosh ’ s
brother, and Martina
Lemond Dixon, Hum-
ble ISD board presi-
d e n t .  O t h e r
Republicans on the
ballot for the county
judge position are Hec-
tor Bolanos, Robert
Dorris, Oscar Gonza-
les, Warren A. Howell,
Vidal Martinez, Alex
Mealer, and George
Harry Zoes.

In the Pct. 2 Com-
missioner race, incum-
bent Adrian Garcia
faces his own challeng-
ers. In 2018, Garcia
defeated Republican
Jack Morman by a
margin of less than
1%. In 2022, Garcia
will face Democratic
challengers Justice of

the Peace George Ris-
ner and Gary Harri-
son, a retired police
officer.

Morman is trying to
get his old seat back,
starting in the Repub-
lican primaries. Two
mayors are in the race
as well. They are John
Manlove, Pasadena’s
former mayor, and
Jerry Mouton, Deer
Park’s mayor. Also in
the Republican prima-
ry race for the Pct. 2
position is Daniel N.
Jason and Richard
Vega.

In the Harris Coun-
ty Commissioner Pct.
4 primary race, incum-
bent Republican R.
Jack Cagle does not
have a direct primary
challenger, but there
are plenty of the Dem-
ocratic side. The list
includes Lesley Bri-
ones, Gina Calanni,
Benjamin “Ben” Chou,
Clarence Miller, San-
dra  Pe lmore ,  Je f f
Stauber, and Ann Wil-
liams.

In the Harris Coun-
ty District Clerk pri-
m a r y  r a c e ,  C h r i s

Daniel, who used to
hold the seat, is giving
it another try and has
no Republican prima-
ry challenger. Incum-
b e n t  D e m o c r a t
Marilyn Burgess has
one, Desiree Broad-
nax.

There are no prima-
ry challengers on ei-
t h e r  s i d e  f o r  t h e
Harris County Clerk
r a c e ,  b u t  S t a n
Stanart, who once was
the county’s clerk, has
signed up on the Re-
publican side. Incum-
b e n t  D e m o c r a t

Teneshia Hudspeth is
also seeking another
term.

F o r  t h e  H a r r i s
County Treasurer pri-
mary race, Democrat
incumbent Dylan Os-
borne is being chal-
lenged by Carla l .
Wyatt, while two Re-
publicans - Eric Dick
and Kyle Scott – are
facing each other as
well.

In the state prima-
ry races, Republican
incumbent Gov. Greg
Abbott is facing a slew
of challengers. Abbott
faces former Congress-
man Allen B. West,
Don Huffines, Paul
Belew, Danny Harri-
s o n ,  K a n d y  K a y e
Horn, Rick Perry, and
Chad Prather.

The Democrats are
also battling it out to
be the representative
for their party in No-
vember in the gover-
n o r ’ s  r a c e .  M o s t
n o t a b l e  i s  B e t o
O’Rourke, who ran
against Sen. Ted Cruz
but lost in 2018. Also

By Allan Jamail

February 1, 2022 at
The Garden Houston
l o c a t e d  a t  1 2 0 0 1
Beamer Road in the
Sagemont Subdivision
of Houston the Sage-
mont Civic Club con-
ducted a Precinct 2
County Commission-
ers candidate forum.
The event was well at-
tended by about 200
citizens mostly voters
of Harris County Pre-
cinct 2.

Eight candidates
were invited for the
7pm forum but only
five attended. The can-
didates are on their re-
s p e c t i v e  p a r t i s a n
party’s March 1st Pri-
mary Ballot. On the
ballot are five Repub-
lican and three Demo-
crats. Those present
w e r e ,  D e m o c r a t s

Primary season underway with Pct. 2 Candidates Forum
PARTICIPANTS IN PCT 2 CANDIDATES FORUM

DEMOCRAT JUDGE
GEORGE RISNER

REPUBLICAN
RICHARD VEGA

REPUBLICAN
JACK MORMAN

REPUBLICAN
JOHN MANLOVE

DEMOCRAT
GARY HARRISON

George Risner (Justice
of the Peace Precinct
2) and Gary Harrison
(former Harris County
Deputy Sheriff). Re-
publ icans  present
were Richard Vega,
Jack Morman (former
county commissioner)
and John Manlove

( former  Pasadena
mayor).

Those absent were,
Democrat Precinct 2
County Commissioner
Adrian Garcia, Repub-
licans Jerry Mouton
and Daniel Jason. Kay
Barbour the president
of the Sagemont  Civic

Club and Master of
Ceremonies said that
both Commissioner
Adrian Garcia and
Jerry Mouton did an-
swer the questions of
the questionnaire she
interviewed them in a
recorded session. Can-

didate Daniel Jason
did not reply to the in-
vitation.

In the beginning
candidates were given
equal time to introduce
themselves,  at  the
close they were given
the time as to state

why they thought vot-
ers should vote for
them.

T h e  c a n d i d a t e s
were asked questions
that civic club mem-
bers had sent in to the
club in advance. After
those then questions

from the audience
were allowed.

Some of the hottest
topics questioned to
each candidate were
public safety, the rais-
ing crime rates, flood-
ing and bail reform.

Several candidates
pledged to fire the new
County Administrator
which was recently cre-
ated for the first time in
Harris County’s history
by Commissioners
Court, this received
loud applauses.

President Kay Bar-
bour announced on
February 10th at 7pm
they’ll have a Harris
County Judge candi-
date forum at  the
same location. The civ-
ic club can be contact
a t  S a g e m o n t c c
@ g m a i l . c o m .  B y
allanj211@aol.com

All Candidate Forum Photos by Allan Jamail

Early Voting starts Feb. 14 for Primary
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in the Democratic pri-
mary governor’s race
are Inocencio (Inno)
Barrientez, Michael
Cooper, Joy Diaz, and
Rich Wakeland.

For Lt. Governor,
Republican incumbent
Dan Patrick will face
five other challengers
in the primaries. They
are Trayce Bradford,
Todd M. Bullis, Daniel
Miller, Aaron Sorrells,
and Zach Vance. In the
Democratic primary
race for Lt. Governor,
three candidates are
vying for the position.
They are Michelle
B e c k l e y ,  C a r l a
Brailey, and Mike Col-
lier.

Republican Attor-
ney General Ken Pax-
ton, the incumbent, is
facing Texas General
L a n d  O f f i c e  h e a d
George P. Bush, 1st
Texas Congressional
District Representa-
tive Louie Gohmert,

INCUMBENTS WITH CHALLENGERS

Continued. See
Early Voting, p. 2

HC JUDGE
LINA HIDALGO

HC COMMISSIONER
ADRIAN GARCIA

TX GOVERNOR
GREG ABBOTT
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and Eva Guzman, who
served on the Texas Su-
preme Court.

Democrats vying for the
seat include Mike Fields,
Rochelle Mercedes Garza,
Joe Jaworski, Lee Merritt,
and S. “TBone” Raynor.

In local State Senator
races, Democratic incum-
bent John Whitmire is fac-
ing Molly Cook in the
primaries. There is a sin-
gle Republican up for the
seat - George Brian Vach-
ris.

District 6 State Senator
Carol Alvarado has no
Democratic primary chal-
lenger, but Republican
Martha Fierro plans to
face her in November.

In State Representative
races, in District 128 in-
c u m b e n t  R e p u b l i c a n
Briscoe Cain has no prima-
ry opponent, but has a
Democrat  chal lenger ,
Chuck Crews.

Neither District 140
State House Rep. Arman-
do Walle, District 141 Rep.
Senfronia Thompson, Dis-
trict 143 State House Rep.
Ana Hernandez nor Dis-
trict 144 Rep. Mary Ann
Perez have a primary chal-
lenger.

Harold V. Dutton, the
Democratic incumbent
representative for District
142, will face Candis Hous-
ton in the primary races.
The lone Republican, Rich-
ard Varner, does not have
a primary challenger.

Early
Voting,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

AFRICAN AMERICAN
HISTORY MONTH MOVIE
MATINEES

We are celebrating Af-
rican American History
Month by celebrating Af-
rican American actors,
directors, and characters!
All ages are welcome to
join us every Saturday in
February at 2pm for
Movie Matinees!

Feb. 5 - Black Panther
Feb . 12 - Little
Feb. 19 - Spiderman

Into the Spiderverse
Feb. 26 - Home
Open to all ages.

MEDICARE & YOU -
 Tuesday, February

15th 11 am.
Join us for an informa-

tional session on Medi-
care.

COMMUNITY YOGA -
 Feb. 19, 10am
Instructor Kevia Jones

will lead a community
yoga class open to all
ages and abilities on Feb.
19 at 10 a.m. Bring a
yoga mat or borrow one
of ours. Join us! Breathe.
Release. Chill. Sign up
online to let us know
you’re coming https://
forms.office.com/r/JNs-
duMNhVq ; or give us a
call at 832-927-5410.

GROWING READERS
HCPL has created our

new Growing Readers

Program to help parents
with developing their
child’s early literacy skills.
Ranging from prenatal up
to preschool, Growing
Readers has created a va-
riety of activities to help
bring literacy easily into
daily life.

Growing Readers focus
on the 5 key aspects of ear-
ly literacy: Reading, Talk-
ing, Singing, Playing, and
Writing.

With our Little Bud
(toddler) and Little Read-
er (preschool) take home
kits, parents can play and
create with their children
while focusing on improv-
ing those 5 concepts. Kits
include free board books to
help jumpstart your home
library!

With our age targeted
Flashcard sets, these cards
give parents/caregivers
quick tips and activities to
try at home or on the go!

Our 1,000 Books before
Kindergarten program on
Beanstack will help make
sure your child is reading
ready come school time.
Sign up on Beanstack.org
to receive free board book
prizes as you reach your
1,000 book goal! Sign up
early to receive an interac-
tive sticker book to help
your track your journey.

LENA
LENA Start is coming to

Aldine Branch Library
this spring! LENA Start
is a 10-week program
that teaches parents and
caregivers of children 0-
3 years how to “build ba-
bies’ brains” and make a
difference in their future
success through early
talk and interactions!

Orientation is Tues-
day, February 8 at 10:30
a.m. in the Aldine
Branch Library Meeting
Room. For more informa-
tion on how to partici-
pate call (832) 927-5410
or email ald@hcpl.net.

CALL FOR LITERACY
TUTORS

Would you like to be a
part of making an impact
on people’s lives? If you
are interested in becom-
ing a literacy tutor at the
Aldine Branch Library,
we want to talk to you!
We are looking for volun-
teers to teach English
language classes in per-
son and virtually. Call
832-927-5410 or email
for info: ald@hcpl.net

Michelle Pichon
Library Program
Specialist
Harris County Public
Library
Aldine
Branch Library
11331 Airline Dr.
Houston, TX 77037
832-927-5410

AIRLINE LIBRARY NEWS

The Texas School Coun-
selor Association (TSCA)
recently named Dyann
Wilson from Teague Mid-
dle School the Middle
School Counselor of the
Year. There are more than
2,000 members in the
TSCA.

Twiana Collier, director
of guidance and counsel-
ing, describes Wilson as
dedicated and passionate
about her profession and
students.

“Dyann works tirelessly
to meet the academic and
social-emotional needs of a
very diverse population of
students,” said Collier.
“She truly makes a differ-
ence in students’ and staff
members’ lives. She often
takes the lead in working
with her counseling team
and school administration
to plan enriching experi-
ences, lessons, and groups
for students at her school.
Dyann is affectionately
known in our district as
the ‘tech’ counselor be-
cause of her high ability to
integrate technology.”

Wilson has served as a
counselor at Teague MS
for six years. A respected
staff member at the cam-
pus and district level, Wil-
son has been recognized by
the school board and the
Teaching and Learning
Department for her work
and programs.

According to Collier,
Wilson is a strong advocate
for school counseling pro-
grams at her school and
the district level. Wilson
knows the important role
that counselors play in the
lives of students and often
seeks to find ways to im-
prove opportunities and
outcomes for all students.
She has served on various
campus and districtwide
committees to ensure that
all stakeholders know the
importance of a compre-
hensive school counseling
program.

The Rhosine Fleming
Award was established in
memory of Rhosine Du-
Bose Fleming, a counselor
for Richardson ISD, when
she died in 1971. The
award is a living memori-
al for Rhosine’s dedication,
professional involvement,
and growth. Each year,
this award is given to an
outstanding school counse-
lor at each level. Rhosine
was instrumental in creat-
ing the charter for the Tex-
a s  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l o r
Association (TSCA) in

1966 and served as TSCA
Secretary.

Wilson was selected by
the Award Committee,
which reviewed nomina-
tions, a rationale state-
m e n t ,  a n d  a  r é s u m é
detailing significant con-
tributions to the field of
school counseling. Profes-
sional school counseling
experience and leadership
participation in supervi-
sion, professional develop-
m e n t ,  p r o g r a m
implementation, and pro-
gram advocacy are also
considered.

    “It is a privilege to be
honored with the award,”
said Wilson. “In yet anoth-
er challenging year for ev-
eryone in education, it has
been a blessing to be rec-
ognized for the work. I
could not accept this award
without including my
team, though. We are
known as the Unicorns in
the district because of
what we do in our school
counseling program. I
would not be the school
counselor I am today with-
out their support and guid-
ance.”
DYANN’S WHY

The Teague MS counse-
lor is passionate about her
work and enjoys that every
day offers something dif-
ferent. Wilson described
the importance of relation-
ships and connections with
students and staff. It’s
about showing empathy
and holding space for par-
ents and students, which
can do much for them so-
cially and emotionally.
Wilson feels she has the
most significant impact on
students’ lives in those
moments. Once relation-
ships are established, it is
easier to plant seeds in stu-
dents and watch them
grow independently. Aca-
demic, personal, and re-
sponsive services are a
part of the work. Howev-
er, the essence of her role
is to be someone for others
to lean on and truly listen
to them. You can learn so

DYANN WILSON

TSCA Names Dyann Wilson Middle
School Counselor of the Year

much from just being
present in someone’s life.

She related the story of
a student at Teague MS
that has been in her life for
three years. Wilson has
had a front-row seat to all
the seasons in her stu-
dent’s life, impacting her
own life. The experience
has shown her ways to be
a better person and a
school counselor. Rather
than guide the student,
Wilson stood beside her
through some challenges.
The student has become a
fierce advocate for her own
life and future. Her stu-
dent and parents always
let her know what Wilson
has done for her, but in the
end, that student did more
for Wilson than she will
ever know. That is her why
and her reason for what
she does every day.

Better Together
Wilson places great val-

ue in teamwork, using ev-
eryone’s strengths, and
supporting each other as
everyone works together
toward a common goal for
s tudents ,  community
members, teachers, and
administrators. She feels
this is why they have ac-
complished so much even
under these unprecedent-
ed times. She also loves the
creative side of school
counseling and building
new ways to engage and
reach students, staff, and
families through technolo-
gy. For example, Wilson
recently created calming
rooms in a digital content
curation platform.

    “We all need a pur-
pose in our role in educa-
tion,” said Wilson. “When
everyone works together,
we accomplish so much for
our students. It motivates
us and keeps us going. And
it starts with relation-
ships. I speak to several
students who have since
graduated high school —
some even have their own
families. It makes me
proud to know I had a part
in how they are thriving
today. But I am one part
of many in helping and
guiding students. This is
why we are better togeth-
er.”

Wilson will be honored
at the TSCA Convention
on February 13, 2022, at
the Awards Dinner at
Kalahari Resorts in Round
Rock, Texas. To learn
more,  visit  the Texas
School Counselor Associa-
tion website.

HIGH MEADOWS LIBRARY NEWS
DACAMERA PRESENTS THE
JALEN BAKER TRIO:

D A C A M E R A  a n d
HCPL present a live per-
formance by The Jalen
Baker Trio at the High
Meadows  Library  on
Tuesday, February 15th
at 6pm. Featuring Jalen
Baker, vibraphone; with
Nils Aardahl on bass and
G a v i n  M o o l c h a n  o n
drums. The members of
the trio are the f irst
emerging Houston-based
jazz musicians to join DA-
CAMERA’s Young Artist
Program, which seeks to
encourage musicians to
develop the skills neces-
sary to become passion-
ate, forward-thinking, and
community-focused citi-
zen artists. This event is
presented in celebration of
African American History
Month.

HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC
LIBRARY APP:

Did you know the li-
brary has an app? Avail-
able on Apple and Android
devices, the Harris Coun-
ty Public Library app
gives you access to your li-
brary account

GRADCAFÉ:
Every Tuesday we will

have representatives from
GRADcafé at the High
Meadows Library. GRAD-
café is a one-stop-shop of-
fering free services to help
you decide on a career, ex-
plore education and train-
ing options,  apply to
college, and find the finan-
cial aid you need. Wheth-
er you want to attend
college to get a degree or
work on a certificate in a

professional trade, we are
here to guide you through
every step. You’re never
too young or old to get
started. Services are avail-
able in English or Spanish.

BECOME A FRIEND OF THE
LIBRARY:

We need YOU to become
a friend of the library. We
are currently looking for
individuals who would like
to help us form a group to
be the voice of the commu-
nity! If you have what it
takes, please contact Jen-
n i f e r  a t
jennifer.nandlal@hcpl.net.

CELEBRATE ARTIST
KEHINDE WILEY

Celebrate the work of
artist Kehinde Wiley for
African American History
Month and pick up a paper
craft inspired by Wiley’s
famous portraits.

UNO, DOS, TRES,
BILINGUAL STORYTIME:

Come join us for stories,
songs, fingerplays, and
other fun! Presented in
English and Spanish. No
need to register, all ages
are welcome. Bilingual
Storytimes for February
are scheduled for the fol-
lowing days and times:

February 15th at 11am.
February 17th at 1pm.

KRAFTY KIDS:
Calling all kids! We are

excited to  bring back
Krafty Kids in person. Join
us February 21st @ 5pm
and get krafty!

STORYTIME:
Come join us for stories,

songs, fingerplays, and

more! Presented in En-
glish. No need to register,
all ages are welcome. Sto-
rytimes for February are
scheduled for the follow-
ing days and times:

February 22nd  at
11am.

February 24th  at 1pm.

TEEN EVENTS AT THE
LIBRARY:

Join us weekly at 3pm
for teen programming at
High Meadows Library.
Every Tuesday, we have
a new craft to inspire your
creative side. On Wednes-
days, you’re invited to
Otaku Outpost and di-
vulge in your love of
Anime and Manga. Learn
Origami or Life Skills on
Thursdays. Registration
is not required, just stop
by!

CAREER CONNECTIONS:
Are you looking for a

job or need help building
your resume? High Mead-
ows is launching an 8-
week program to help you
through the job search
process. Classes begin in
February and space is
limited. Registration is
required. Call the library
today and register!

ESL & CITIZENSHIP:
We currently offer on-

line ESL and Citizenship
classes. Classes are free!
Stop by the library or give
us a call to register for one
of our free classes.

For information on any
of the above events or pro-
grams, please call us at
832-927-5540 or stop by
the library.

Lead Abatement, Nuisance Abatement

Houston – Harris County Commissioners Court made
significant investments in two environmental public
health programs to protect children from lead exposure
and demolish unsafe building structures in County
neighborhoods.

The Lead Abatement Program received $20 million
to expand its current efforts. Funding will increase the
program’s capacity to reduce lead exposure among Har-
ris County children.

Separately, $3 million was approved for the Neigh-
borhood Nuisance Abatement Program to proactively re-
duce nuisance properties throughout the County. These
unsafe structures pose a public nuisance and are a health
and safety risk to area residents, including children.

Both programs received funding from the American
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA).

“The positive community health outcomes we can
achieve through these two programs will benefit fami-
lies in neighborhoods who reside near unsafe buildings
or in older homes with lead paint,” said Harris County
Public Health (HCPH) Executive Director Barbie Rob-
inson. “Healthier people and communities promote
healthier lives. In addition to improved quality of life
and ensuring children can grow into healthy adults,
there are other benefits such as lower health care costs,
and safer neighborhoods.”

Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Gar-
cia said funding for the Neighborhood Abatement Pro-
gram would contribute to decreasing crime in vulnerable
neighborhoods while improving the health of communi-
ties.

“I’m proud to take these steps today that will improve
public safety and clean up nuisance properties in our
neighborhoods,” said Commissioner Garcia, who served
for 23 years with the Houston Police Department and
as Harris County Sheriff.

“When left unchecked, these abandoned and neglect-
ed properties threaten the health and safety of those
around them and pose a potential danger to curious
youngsters. This new program will ensure we aggres-
sively seek out and secure or demolish these neighbor-
hood nuisances which create opportunities to harbor
gang and drug activity,” said Commissioner Garcia.

Lead Abatement and Prevention Program
Children from low-income households are more like-

ly to live in homes that need lead remediation and less
likely to be tested for blood lead levels. Lead poisoning
in children can cause brain development delays, speech
and language problems, damage to the nervous system
and kidneys, and in rare cases, death. Lead paint was
banned in 1978, but children living in homes built be-
fore then are at risk.

In Harris County, excluding the City of Houston,
122,000 homes were built before 1978 and are at risk of
lead-based paint. While the existing Lead Abatement
and Prevention Program presently remediates an aver-
age of 60 homes per year, the proposed program will
increase remediation to 200 homes per year. The expand-
ed program increases the of families who would benefit
by reducing their exposure to lead, thus improving their
health and enhancing their quality of life.

HCPH recommends children age six or younger be
tested for lead by a medical provider at least once. Chil-
dren receiving WIC can be tested at HCPH’s Antoine
and Shaver WIC clinics. To make an appointment with
WIC please call (713) 439-6145.

Neighborhood Nuisance Abatement Program
The $3 million received in ARPA funding from the

Court to the Neighborhood Nuisance Abatement Pro-
gram will increase efforts to create safer, healthier, and
more sustainable neighborhoods.

This program will secure or demolish unsafe struc-
tures, secure unsafe abandoned swimming pools, and
remove refuse, garbage, and high weeds/vegetation to
prevent pests from infesting the building.

The increased funding will also reduce environmen-
tal health disparities and improve the quality of life in
various communities by abating over 1,100 building
structures that qualify as nuisances over the next four
years.

For additional information on Neighborhood Nui-
sance, please call (713) 274-6300.

Harris County funds two new
Environmental programs
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S C H O O L     N E W S     P A G E

Dear Aldine Community,

Welcome back to what looks to be a
much warmer week! I hope all of you
stayed warm and safe last week. If the
weather negatively impacted you or
your family, please know you can visit
the United Way of Houston’s resource
page. You can also reach out to the
district’s Family and Community
Engagement (FACE) Department to
connect with additional community
resources.

Today, I started my day at Drew
Academy and kicked off National
School Counseling Week with two
amazing counselors. Our school
counselors are a great resource for our
students. Every day, the work they do
helps our students thrive in school,
college, career, and life. As we cele-
brate school counseling, I encourage
you to take a moment to thank a
school counselor. Click here to read
the National School Counseling Week
story to learn how our counselors have
influenced and impacted the lives of
our students.

The theme for this year’s Black
History Month is wellness. As we
commemorate those who laid a
foundation for a better tomorrow and
continue moving forward, let’s honor
their legacy by focusing on our health.
A big part of that is also celebrating
National Heart Month in February. I
want to encourage each of you to
consider adopting two (or more) of the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) Seven (7) Strategies
to Live a Heart-Healthy Lifestyle:

1. Learn your health history. —
Know your risks and talk to your
family and doctor about your health
history.

2. Eat a healthy diet. — Make
healthy food choices like eating more
fruits, vegetables, whole grains, lean
meats, and low-fat dairy products. Eat
less salt, saturated fat, and sugar.

3. Move more, sit less. — You only
need 150 minutes of moderate-
intensity aerobic activity every week
to make a huge impact on your heart
health. Do some muscle-strengthening
exercises at least two times a week to
make your heart stronger.

4. Quit smoking. — Call 1-800-
QUIT-NOW for free help and take the
first step on your journey to quit.

5. Take medicines as direct-
ed. — If you take medicine to treat
high cholesterol, high blood pressure,
or diabetes, follow your doctor’s
instructions carefully. Never stop
taking your medication without
talking to your doctor or a health
professional. Always ask questions if
you don’t understand something.

6. Consider what you drink. —
Substitute sugary drinks for water to
reduce calories. Water is essential for
your cardiovascular health.

7. Monitor your blood pressure
at home. — Blood pressure monitors
you can use at home are easy and safe
to use. Your doctor can show you how
to use one if you need help.

Personally, I am committing to No.
3 and No. 6.

Even our schools will be getting
involved in celebrating heart health.
The Child Nutrition Services Depart-
ment is working with school cafeterias
to observe Wellness Day on February
25.

February may be the shortest
month, but we still have plenty of
opportunities to make a big impact as
we keep minding our physical and
mental wellness during these final
cold weeks of winter and flu season.

As always, don’t forget the 3Ws:
wash your hands, wear a mask, and
watch your distance.

With Aldine Pride,

Dr. LaTonya M. GoffneySuperinten-
dent

UPCOMING EVENTS

• Jan. 24 – Feb. 17: Black History
Oratory Campus Competition

• Feb. 1-March 5: District of
Innovation (DOI) Plan Survey — The
current Local Innovation Plan will
expire this spring. The proposed
plan is open for public comment
until March 5. Click here to submit
your comments on our proposal. Click
here for more information.

• Feb. 16: The Multilingual Pro-
grams Department will host its next
Parent Leadership Academy session
at the Donaldson Child Nutrition
Center, 1802 Aldine Bender Rd., from
9 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Families will learn
how to empower their child’s academic
and social-emotional achievement. For

Message from the Superintendent,
February 7, 2022

more information, click here.

OBSERVATIONSFebruaryBlack
History Month

• Feb. 7-11: National School
Counseling Week

• Feb. 11: Student Holiday

• Feb. 18: Student Holiday/Staff
Development Day

• Feb. 21: Presidents
Day (Traditional Calendar-Student
Holiday)

• Feb. 21: ADSY Schools — Ermel
and Vines — Regular Day for Stu-
dents

• Feb. 22: School Bus Drivers
Appreciation Day

• Feb. 25: Wellness Day — Theme
is Love Your Heart Month

• Feb. 25: Go Texan Day

ALDINE ISD COVID-19 UPDAT-
ESThe district leadership team is
committed to doing all we can to
increase the safety and health of our
students, staff, and families while
implementing measures to mitigate
the spread of COVID-19 in our com-
munity. We want all our students
healthy, learning, and thriving in our
classrooms. I ask for your continued
support as we prioritize safety without
sacrificing learning.

• Face Masks: As we have done
throughout the pandemic, we continue
implementing COVID mitigation
protocols. While we had hoped to lift
the mask requirement after the
midwinter break, we decided
to maintain the mask
requirement until further notice with
rising numbers of COVID-19 cases in
the Houston area. The district re-
quires students, staff, and visitors to
wear face masks at all district facili-
ties — schools, buildings, facilities,
school buses — and events.

• Symptoms: We strongly encour-
age you to please keep your child
home if they have COVID or any other
communicable disease (.e.g., flu,
whooping cough, measles, chickenpox)
symptoms. Have your child tested if
you suspect it is COVID-19. Here is a
link to our Health Alerts web
page regarding keeping your student/
child home.

• Reduce Spread of Any Com-
municable Disease: Please continue
to protect yourself and others by
taking precautionary measures to
prevent infection of all viruses,
including COVID-19: wash your hands
often, cover your coughs and sneezes
and keep a safe distance from others.

• Protocols: Our district adminis-
trative leadership team remains in
constant communication. Based
on CDC recommendations,
we updated our protocols and guide-
lines. Our COVID reporting proce-
dures have not changed. We will
continue to monitor local and school
cases to further adjust health and
safety protocols as appropriate.

• District Dashboard: Families
can always check the COVID-19
dashboard for an overview of the
active cases by school.

• Testing Sites: Please get tested
if you exhibit symptoms, have been
exposed to someone with the virus,
have been with groups of people, or
travel. Click here for a list of testing
sites and to register online. Addition-
ally, each campus has a testing
opportunity weekly or biweekly. A
parent/guardian must consent for
testing.

• Vaccinations: The district
continues to work with local officials,
including Harris County Public
Health (HCPH), to communicate the
availability of the COVID-19 vaccine.
The COVID-19 vaccine is available to
individuals five and older. On January
3, 2022, the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) expanded the
emergency use authorization for
Pfizer’s COVID-19 booster vaccine in
adolescents from 12 to 15 years.

Booster doses are now available to
everyone over the age of 12. The FDA
also shortened the time to receive the
booster after completing the two-dose
schedule. It went from six months to
five months. The FDA also authorized
the third dose as part of the primary
series for certain immunosuppressed
children between 5 and 11. The CDC
announced on January 10 that at-risk
Americans (immunocompromised) are
eligible for the fourth COVID dose.

REMINDERS

• Aldine’s Family and Community
Engagement Department launched
the Family and Community Universi-
ty. It provides education and resources
to empower families to support
students academically, socially, and
emotionally. Programming is free and
open to all Aldine families. Register
today.

• The state requires high school
seniors to apply for financial aid to
graduate. The FAFSA
application opened on October 1, 2021.

• The state requires all entering
college students to take the Texas
Success Initiative (TSI)
Assessment. Click here for more
information.

• Aldine ISD’s top priorities contin-
ue to be all students’ safety and
academic success. The district will
post all information related to opera-
tions along with any updates
at www.aldineisd.org/healthalerts.

• Please stay connected by
visiting the District News and District
Podcast pages to stay up to date on all
the great things happening in our
district. You can also connect with us
on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Are you still thinking about
applying to a Choice School?
It’s not too late.�

Aldine ISD families still have time
to apply for a Choice School for the
2022-2023 school year. The spring lot-
tery will take place on March 9, 2022.

Families can choose from Aldine’s
unique academic programs — pre-
school to high school —  throughout the
district. Each program provides stu-
dents support they need in their areas
of interest and offers extracurricular
activities. Submitting the application
before March 9 guarantees inclusion in
the Spring Lottery.

Families can select up to three dif-
ferent programs and rank their selec-
tions 1, 2 and 3, with 1 being their first
option. After reviewing all the options,
families must create an online account
before starting the application. An
email address is required to create an
account.

Online Choice Schools Applica-
tion Link: enroll.aldineisd.org

Additionally, the Office of Transfor-
mation will host a Choice Schools Fam-
ily Application event from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Saturday, February 26, at the
MB Sonny Donaldson Child Nutrition
Center.

During the event families and stu-
dents will receive personalized support
to complete and submit a Choice
Schools application before the next lot-
tery. District staff will be happy to walk
you through the process and answer
your questions.

Families are encouraged to find the
best school for their child. For more ap-
plication process information read
more.

You Have Options in Aldine ISD! Ex-
plore Your Opportunities!

All-Boys School (Grades 1, 2, and
6)

Anderson Academy for Montes-
sori & Fine Arts (Grades 1-4)

Avalos Pathways in Technology
Early College High (P-TECH)

School (Grades 9-12)
Blanson CTE High School (Grades

9-12)
Carter Academy for Performing

& Visual Arts (Grades 1-5)
Carver P-TECH School (Grades 9-

12)*
De Santiago Primary (EC/PreK/K)

—Two-Way Dual Language Program
Drew Academy for Math, Science,

Technology & Fine Arts (Grades 7-8)
Eisenhower Ninth Grade School

— IB® Middle Years Program (Grade
9)

Eisenhower High School (Grades 10-
12) — IB® Diploma Program

García-Leza Primary (EC/PreK/K) —
Two-Way Dual Language Program

Grantham Academy for Engineering
(Grades 6-8)

Hall Success Academy (Grades 8-
12)

Hinojosa Primary (EC/PreK/K) —
Two-Way Dual Language Program

Houston Academy for Math, Sci-
ence & Fine Arts (Grades 5-6)

Kujawa Primary School — IB®
Primary Years Program (Grades Early
Childhood/Prekindergarten/Kindergar-
ten)

Kujawa Elementary School
(Grades 1-5) — IB® Primary Years Pro-
gram

La Promesa: Newcomer and Two-
Way Dual Language Program (Grades
9-10)

Magrill Primary (EC/PreK/K) —
Two-Way Dual Language Program

Reece Academy for Montessori,
Direct Instruction & Fine Arts
(Grades PreK-K)

Reed Academy for Engineering
(Grades 1-5)

Shotwell Middle School (Grades 6-
8) — IB® Middle Years Program

Victory Early College High
School (Grades 9-12)

Vines Primary (EC/PreK/K) — Two-
Way Dual Language Program

Young Women’s Leadership Acad-
emy (Grades 6-8)

Second Lottery Opens for
Aldine ISD Choice Schools
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Early primary voting starts on
Valentine’s Day

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

“How Things
are Done”

Early voting in the
March 1 primary begins on
Feb. 14 and runs through
Feb. 25. The last day to
apply for a ballot by mail
is Feb. 18.

There are seven state-
wide seats on the ballot:
governor, lieutenant gov-
ernor, attorney general,
land commissioner, agri-
culture commissioner,
comptroller and one seat
on the railroad commis-
sion. Winners in the Re-
publican and Democratic
primaries will face off in
the Nov. 8 general election.

GOP incumbent Gov.
Greg Abbott faces seven
primary opponents, while
five candidates are vying
for the Democratic nomi-
nation, with the best-
known be ing  Beto  O ’
Rourke, a former candi-
date for U.S. Senate and
the presidency.

In addition, congres-
sional and state legislative
races will be on the ballot,
as well as county positions.
Readers can find out who
is on the ballot where they
are registered to vote on
the Texas secretary of
s t a t e ’ s  w e b s i t e :
votetexas.gov.

BOARD AWARDS $26.2
MILLION IN HIGHER ED
GRANTS

A total of 60 Texas high-
er education institutions
will share $26.2 million in
grants awarded by the
Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board.

The grants will help
Texans gain higher-paying
jobs by earning postsec-
ondary credentials to be
made available through
two programs: the Texas
Reskilling Support Fund
Grant and the Accelerat-
ing Credentials of Purpose
and Value Grant Program.

The Texas Reskilling
Support Fund Grant pro-
vides emergency financial
support to students whose
education was disrupted
by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, as well as displaced
workers seeking training
to return to the workforce
and students who dropped
out of higher education pri-
or to the pandemic but are
looking to return.

The Accelerating Cre-
dentials of Purpose and
Value Grant Program al-

lows institutions to create
or expand short-term, in-
dustry-recognized postsec-
ondary credentials that
incorporate skills and
knowledge required by
high-demand careers that
stem from digital skills,
data analytics, and front-
line healthcare programs,
according to the THECB
news release.

“To remain competitive,
we must lead the nation at
producing credentials of
value that meet the needs
of our fast-growing econo-
my,” said Commissioner of
Higher Education Harri-
son Keller. “We need to
emphasize the importance
of credentials that are af-
fordable, attainable, and
bring value to the lives of
all Texans.

QUAGGA MUSSELS
DETECTED IN TEXAS
RESERVOIR

Invasive quagga mus-
sels have been detected in
a Texas reservoir for the
first time, according to
Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department. The discov-
ery was made at the Inter-
n a t i o n a l  A m i s t a d
Reservoir along the Texas-
Mexico border near Del
Rio.

Quagga mussels are
closely related to the zebra
mussels that have invaded
nearly three dozen Texas
lakes since first being in-
troduced in Texas in 2009
at Lake Texoma.

“This detection of inva-
sive quagga mussels is a
very unfortunate first for
Texas,” said Monica Mc-
Garrity, TPWD senior sci-
entist for aquatic invasive
species. “Quagga mussels
can inhabit greater depths
and are also able to settle
on soft substrates like mud

or sand in addition to hard
surfaces like rock or infra-
structure—unlike zebra
mussels—meaning they
can colonize more of the
lake.”

Quagga mussels are
found in the Great Lakes
region and some western
states, according to TPWD.
Like the zebra mussel, the
quagga mussel is often un-
knowingly introduced by
contaminated boats. Boat-
ers are urged to clean,
drain and dry their boats
to prevent the spread of
the mussels.

“Each boater taking the
necessary actions to clean
and drain their boat before
leaving the lake and allow-
ing compartments and
gear to dry completely was
lakes,” said Brian Van Zee,
TPWD inland fisheries re-
gional director.

Unclaimed property we-
binars planned

The Texas Comptrol-
ler’s office is holding a se-
r i e s  o f  f r e e  t r a i n i n g
webinars for holders of un-
claimed property, such as
general businesses, city,
county and state govern-
ment agencies, financial
institutions, oil and gas
companies and coopera-
tives.

Topics to be discussed
include an overview of un-
claimed property rules,
state requirements for re-
porting such property, and
which reports to use. The
schedule of  webinars,
which last two hours, can
be found online here: ht-
tps://tinyurl.com/2p8fpdpc.

Anyone who wants to
see whether they are owed
m o n e y  c a n  g o  t o
claimittexas.org.

COVID-19 CASES DROP
SHARPLY

Perhaps the peak has
passed in the latest wave
of COVID-19 cases in Tex-
as, spurred by the omicron
variant. The Coronavirus
Resource Center at Johns
Hopkins University re-
ported 198,757 new cases
in the past week, down
nearly 100,000 from the
p r e v i o u s  w e e k .  N e w
deaths totaled 1,395, up
15% from the previous
week. The total number of
deaths in the state since th
pandemic began about two
years ago stands at 80,662.

The Texas Department
of State Health Services
reported 10,657 COVID-19
patients in Texas hospi-
tals, down 16.5% from the
previous week. DSHS re-
ported 16.987 million Tex-
a n s  h a v e  b e e n  f u l l y
vaccinated, which is 58.2%
of the state’s population.
An addition 5.98 million
Texans have received a
booster dose.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of  community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches
and Cedar Park. Email:
gborders@texaspress.com.

One reason to travel is to
discover how things are done
all over again. My husband,
Peter, and I are in Mexico, and
I was thinking this as we
stood, confounded, in front of
the washing machine.

It would not start. There
was a dizzying array of but-
tons and commands. I was
pleasantly surprised to realize
that I actually understood
what almost all the buttons
meant. Unfortunately, my
Spanish skills were of no use
whatsoever in making the ma-
chine start.

“We need to put soap in it,”
Peter advised.

“I don’t think we want to
put soap in it until we know
we can get water in,” I replied.

We continued to poke but-
tons and stare at the machine,
completely flummoxed.

The good news was that
Alma, a cheerful housekeeper,
would be by in three days. We
would only have to wear dirty
clothes over the weekend and
then Alma would come to save
us. Peter and I stared at the
machine for a few more min-
utes, pushed a few more but-
tons, then declared defeat. I
decided I could air out a shirt
for tomorrow. I don’t know
what Peter decided to wear.

Of course, something like
this happens to us at least
three times a day when trav-
eling.

Two days ago, we found a
wonderful bakery. There were
shelves of pastries and rolls
and a few assorted baked
g o o d s  d i s p l a y e d  o n  t h e
counter. I started telling the
woman who worked there
which of the rolls and pastries
I would like and she began
putting them in a bag.

“Oh, but I don’t want all
those!” I tried to tell her in
Spanish. Under pressure, it’s
a lot harder to come up with
the right words to refuse an
excessive number of pastries.
She gave me a look that I could
not quite identify and kept pil-
ing all the pastries displayed
on the counter into the bag.

Finally, she finished filling
the bag and handed it to a
woman standing behind me—
who I had not even noticed in
my eagerness to buy pastries.
They were her pastries. The
bakery woman handed me a
tray (it looked like, and I’m
pretty sure it was, a pizza pan)
and pointed to the shelves
loaded with baked goods, with
sets of tongs conveniently lo-
cated at the bottom of every
shelf.

“Oh.”
After I apologized to the

bakery woman (who clearly
thought I was an idiot) and the
woman with the bag of past-
ries (who had good reason to
feel the same), Peter and I be-
gan to select a few rolls and
pastries—but nowhere near as
many as we thought we would
have to buy a moment earlier.

Late that night, I started
giggling in bed. “That woman
thought the gringos were go-
ing to make off with her past-
ries!” I said to Peter. He
started chuckling.

“There’s a whole lot of ways
of doing things we know noth-
ing about,” he noted. Peter is
right.

And that is a big reason
why we like to travel as we do,
living amongst people who live
here all the time, embarrass-
ing ourselves regularly while
we encounter new ways—and
often better ways—of doing
things we do all the time with-
out thinking.

Alma sorted out the wash-
ing in no time flat. Three but-
tons  were  a l l  that  were
required to get it started. I
have no idea why there were
so many. They were put there
to be ignored, apparently. Pe-
ter and I now have clean
clothes and a nice supply of
fresh bread.

It feels like a major accom-
plishment because, actually, it
is.

Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir is
called “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.

COUNTY
MATTERS

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo

✯

Across the nation, states, counties, and cities
are reporting across-the-board increases in gun-
related violent crime. And here in Harris County,
we are not immune from this alarming national
trend. Many factors are at play, including a lack
of common sense gun laws that has led to un-
checked weapons of war on our streets in the
hands of people who should not have access to
them.

 To fight gun violence in Harris County, we are
investing in solutions that are both tough on
crime and smart on crime. This week, we ap-
proved a new budget that invests $1.4 billion in
justice and safety alone. This is the highest
amount we’ve ever spent on public safety in
County history.

This budget ensures that we’re giving law
enforcement the resources they need – like a raise
for our Harris County sheriff’s deputies and
deputy constables, more overtime for law enforce-
ment, and higher salaries and staff for the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office. But the budget also makes
sure we are addressing long-standing issues at
the core of the crime wave, through programs like
our Community Violence Interruption Program,
which zeroes in on gun violence by helping those
most at risk of committing crimes to escape gangs
and resolve neighborhood conflicts peacefully by
providing caseworkers that help with services
like mental health counseling, substance abuse
treatment, employment services, and mediation.

Or like the Holistic Assistance Response Team
(HART) program. Fewer than four percent of 911
calls are related to violent crime – HART teams of
trained social workers and behavioral health and
medical professionals provide support and servic-
es to residents experiencing homelessness,
behavioral health issues, or social welfare con-
cerns, freeing up police to focus on violent crime.
HART begins operations with the Sheriff’s Office
this Spring, and we anticipate building several
teams throughout the county over time.

Last week, we also kicked off the $50 million
Clean Streets, Safe Neighborhoods program by
tearing down a decrepit building that served as a
haven for drug dealers and other criminal ele-
ments in Cypress Station. The prevention and
neighborhood safety program targets neighbor-
hoods with high rates of crime to improve visibili-
ty in residential areas, address long-standing
blighted and abandoned structures, and imple-
ment other improvements shown to enhance
public safety.

 These initiatives are not experiments. These
are research-based methods that have a much
greater success rate in ending cycles of violence
than incarceration alone. Keeping communities
safe doesn’t have to be all about law enforcement,
or no law enforcement at all. We don’t have to
choose – in Harris County, we know we must do
both. We’re investing in our public safety AND in
strategies that build up our communities, which
is the smartest and most effective way to keep our
residents safe.

Fighting Gun Violence

Harris County urges Bail Board
to Impose Minimum Bond
Payment Requirements

When a bond is set for a suspect in a crime,
they can approach a bail bond business to post
the bond for them. However, Texas law does not
require a minimum payment by the defendant
before a bail bond company can post their bond
and secure a defendant’s release from jail.

Investigations conducted by stakeholders in
the criminal justice system show that there are
bail bondsmen in Harris County that do not
collect the customary 10 percent to post bond. In
fact, some collect as little as one percent of a bond
set by a judicial officer, making it easier for
dangerous and violent criminals to go free.

Last week, Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo
and Commissioners Court approved a resolution
urging the Harris County Bail Bond Board, which
has regulatory authority by the State of Texas to
“supervise and regulate each phase of the bond-
ing business in the county,” to take action and
require a 10% minimum bond payment by defen-
dants.

Bondsmen accepting less than 10% of set bond
for violent offenders put profits over the safety of
our community. It must stop.
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Theft from Bank Account with
Stolen ID

Crime Stoppers and Memorial Villages Police Depart-
ment need the public’s assistance identifying the sus-
pect responsible for a Fraudulent Use or Possession of
Identifying Information.

On Friday, October 22, 2021, the unknown male sus-
pect fraudulently used the victim’s identifying informa-
tion at a business in the 10700 block of the North
Freeway, Houston, Texas. During the incident, the sus-
pect used the victim’s identifying information to obtain
data from the victim’s cellular telephone. The suspect
left the scene in a tan color Dodge Charger with a black
tail band stripe. On October 23, 2021, at approximately
10:16 am, the same suspect was observed on surveil-
lance video at a financial institution in the 900 block of
E. Little York Rd, Houston, Texas. Using the victim’s
identifying information, the suspect withdrew money
from the victim’s account.

Crime Stoppers may pay up to $5,000 for informa-
tion leading to the charging and/or arrest of the
suspect(s) in this case. Information may be reported by
calling 713-222-TIPS (8477), submitted online at
www.crime-stoppers.org or through the Crime Stoppers
mobile app. Only tips and calls DIRECTLY TO Crime
Stoppers are anonymous and eligible for a cash reward.

FBI looking for “Lunchtime
Looter”

HOUSTON – The FBI Violent Crime Task Force
seeks the public’s help in identifying and locating
a man who struck two Houston banks in less than
a week’s time.

Dubbed “Lunchtime Looter,” he hit both banks
in the middle of the day. Crime Stoppers of Hous-
ton is offering a reward of up to $5,000 for infor-
mation that leads to the identification and arrest
of the suspect.

At approximately 12:30 p.m. on Friday, Janu-
ary 28, 2022, “Lunchtime Looter” walked into the
IBC Bank located at 3200 Woodridge Dr.  He gave
a threatening note that demanded cash to a teller.
After the teller complied the suspect left the bank
with an undisclosed amount of money. Witnesses
saw him drive away in an older model silver Hyun-
dai Elantra.

Next, at approximately 11:00 a.m. on Wednes-
day, February 2, 2022, the same man is believed to
have walked into the Wells Fargo Bank, located at
10261 North Freeway. He gave a threatening note
that demanded cash to a teller. As the teller col-
lected cash for the suspect, a manager approached
him, and “Lunchtime Looter” verbally demanded
money and threatened to shoot if the employees
did not comply. The teller gave the man an undis-
closed amount of money and “Lunchtime Looter left
the bank.

Witnesses describe “Lunchtime Looter” as a
Black male with an olive complexion and freckles
around his eyes. They also said the suspect is ap-
proximately 6’0” tall, in his early 30s, with a medi-
um build. The man wore a puffy black jacket, a
black Chicago White Sox baseball cap, and a black
and white mask while committing both robberies.

Crime Stoppers may pay up to $5,000 for infor-
mation leading to the identification, charging, and/
or arrest of the suspect in this case. Information
may be reported by calling 713-222-TIPS (8477),
submitted online at www.crime-stoppers.org, or
through the Crime Stoppers mobile app. Only tips
and calls DIRECTLY TO Crime Stoppers are anon-
ymous and eligible for a cash reward.
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Mensaje de la Superintendente,
7 de febrero de 2022

Estimada comunidad de
Aldine:

¡Bienvenidos de nuevo a lo
que parece ser una semana
menos fría! Espero que todos es-
tuvieron abrigados y seguros la
semana pasada. Si el clima afec-
ta negativamente a ustedes o
sus familias, sepan que pueden
visitar la página de recursos de
United Way of Houston. Tam-
bién pueden comunicarse con
nuestro Departamento de Rela-
ciones con la Familia y la
Comunidad (FACE por sus si-
glas en inglés) para conectarse
con recursos comunitarios adi-
cionales.

Hoy, comencé mi día en la ac-
ademia Drew Academy y co-
mencé la Semana Nacional de
Consejería Escolar con dos con-
sejeros increíbles. Nuestros con-
sejeros escolares son un gran
recurso para nuestros alumnos.
El trabajo que ellos hacen todos
los días ayuda a nuestros alum-
nos a prosperar en la escuela, la
universidad, la carrera y la vida.
Mientras celebramos la conse-
jería escolar, los animo a que se
t o m e n  u n  m o m e n t o  p a r a
agradecer a un consejero esco-
lar.

El tema del Mes de la Histo-
ria Negra de este año es el
bienestar. Mientras conmem-
oramos a aquellos que sentaron
las bases para un mejor futuro
y continuamos avanzando, hon-
remos su legado centrándonos
en nuestra salud. Una gran
parte de esto también es cele-
brar el Mes Nacional de la Sa-
lud del Corazón en febrero.
Quiero alentar a cada uno de
ustedes a que tengan cuenta
las siete (7) estrategias para
vivir un estilo de vida para vivir
más y saludable según especial-
istas en distintas áreas de la
medicina:

1. Conozcan su historial
de salud. — Conozcan sus ries-
gos y hablan con su familia y
médico acerca de su historial de
salud.

2. Consuman una dieta sa-
ludable. — Elijan alimentos sa-
ludables comiendo más frutas,
verduras, granos integrales,
carnes magras y productos lác-

teos bajos en grasa. Consuman
menos sal, grasas saturadas y
azúcar.

3. Muévanse más, sién-
tanse menos. — Solo necesitan
150 minutos  de  act iv idad
aeróbica de intensidad modera-
da cada semana para tener un
gran impacto en la salud cardi-
aca. Para fortalecer su corazón,
hagan algunos ejercicios de for-
talecimiento muscular al menos
dos veces por semana.

4. Dejen de fumar. — Lla-
men al 1-800-QUIT-NOW (1-
800-784-8669) para obtener
ayuda gratuita. Den el primer
paso en su viaje para dejar de
fumar.

5. Tomen los medicamen-
tos según las indicaciones. —
Si toman medicamentos para

tratar el colesterol alto, la
presión arterial alta o la diabe-
tes, sigan cuidadosamente las
instrucciones de su médico.
Nunca dejen de tomar su medi-
cación sin hablar con su médico
o un profesional de la salud. Si-
empre hagan preguntas si no
entienden algo.

6. Consideren lo que be-
ben. — Sustituyan el agua por
bebidas azucaradas para re-
ducir las calorías. El agua es im-
prescindible para tu salud
cardiovascular.

7. Midan su presión arte-
rial en casa.— Los monitores
de presión arterial que puede
usar en casa son fáciles y seg-
uros de usar. Sus médicos
pueden mostrarles cómo usar
uno si necesita ayuda.

Personalmente, me compro-
meto con el núm. 3 y el núm. 6.

Incluso nuestras escuelas
participarán en celebrar la sa-
lud del corazón. El Departamen-
to de Alimentación Escolar está

trabajando con las cafeterías es-
colares para celebrar el Día del
Bienestar el 25 de febrero.

Puede ser que febrero el mes
más corto, pero todavía tenem-
os muchas oportunidades para
tener un gran impacto mientras
nos preocupamos por nuestro
bienestar físico y mental du-
rante estas últimas semanas
frías del invierno y la tempora-
da de gripe.

Continúen siguiendo las tres
pautas: lávense las manos, usen
una mascarilla y cuidan su dis-
tancia.

Orgullosa de nuestro distri-
to,

Dra. LaTonya M. GoffneySu-
perintendente de Aldine ISD

PRÓXIMOS EVENTOS
• 2 4  d e  e n e r o - 1 7  d e

febrero: Concurso escolar de
oratorio de historia afroameri-
cana

•1 de  febrero al  5  de
marzo: Encuesta sobre el Plan
del Distrito de Innovación
(DOI) — El Plan de Innovación
Local actual vencerá esta pri-
mavera. El plan propuesto está
abierto para comentarios públi-
cos hasta el 5 de marzo. Hagan
cl ic  aquí  para enviar  sus
comentarios sobre nuestra
propuesta. Hagan clic aquí para
más información.

•16 de febrero: El Departa-
mento de Programas Multil-
ingües llevará a cabo su próxima
sesión de la Academia de Lider-
azgo para Padres en el centro
Donaldson Child Nutrition Cen-
ter, 1802 Aldine Bender Rd., de
9 a. m. a 10:30 a. m. logro. Para
obtener más información, hagan
clic aquí.

Observaciones Febrero
Mes de la Herencia Afroameri-
cana (EE. UU.) o Mes de la Her-
encia Negra

•4 de febr.: No hay clases
para alumnos

•7-11 de febr.: Semana na-
cional de la consejería escolar

•11 de febr.: No hay clases
para alumnos

•18 de febr.: No hay clases/
Día de desarrollo del personal

•21 de febr.: Día de los Pres-
identes de EE.UU. (No hay clas-
es)

•21 de Febr.: Escuelas en el
calendario ADSY — Ermel y
Vines — Día de asistencia estu-
diantil

•22 de febr.: Día de agradec-
imiento a los conductores de au-
tobuses escolares

•25 de febr.: Día de bienes-
tar — El tema es mes del
corazón — la salud cardiovascu-
lar

•25  de febr.: Día tejano

ACTUALIZACIONES DE
ALDINE ISD ACERCA DE
COVID-19El equipo de lideraz-
go del distrito está comprometi-
do a hacer todo lo posible para
aumentar la seguridad y salud
de nuestros alumnos, personal
y familias mientras implemen-
tan medidas para mitigar la
propagación de COVID-19 en
nuestra comunidad. Queremos
que todos nuestros alumnos es-
tén sanos, aprendiendo y pros-
perando en nuestras aulas.
Espero contar con su apoyo
mientras priorizamos la segu-
ridad sin sacrificar el aprendiza-
je.

•Mascarillas: Como lo hem-
os hecho durante la pandemia,
continuaremos implementando
protocolos de mitigación de
COVID. Si bien esperábamos le-
vantar el mandato de la masca-
r i l l a  d e s p u é s  d e  l a s
v a c u n a c i o n e s d e
invierno,decidimos mantener el
requisito de la mascarilla hasta
nuevo aviso con un número cre-
ciente de casos de COVID-19 en
el área de Houston. El distrito
requiere que los alumnos, el per-
sonal y los visitantes usen mas-
c a r i l l a s  e n  t o d a s  l a s
instalaciones del distrito (es-
cuelas, edificios, instalaciones y
autobuses escolares) y eventos.

•Síntomas: Les recomenda-
mos que mantengan a su hijo en
casa si tiene síntomas de COV-
ID o cualquier otra enfermedad
contagiosa (por ejemplo, gripe,
tos ferina, sarampión, varicela).
Hagan que le hagan una prue-
ba a su hijo si sospechan que es
COVID. Aquí hay un enlace a
nuestra página web de Alertas
de salud con respecto a cuándo
mantener a su hijo en casa si se
encuentra enfermo.

•Reduzcan la propagación
de cualquier enfermedad
transmisible: Continúen pro-
tegiéndose a sí mismos y a los

demás tomando medidas de pre-
caución para prevenir la infec-
ción de todos los virus, incluido
el COVID-19: lávense las manos
con frecuencia, cúbranse al toser
y estornudar y mantengan una
distancia segura de los demás.
    •Protocolos: Nuestro equipo
de liderazgo administrativo de
distrito ha estado, y está, en co-
municación constante. Según
las recomendaciones de los
CDC, actualizamos nuestros
protocolos y pautas. Nuestros
procedimientos de notificación
de COVID no han cambiado.
Continuaremos monitoreando
los casos locales y escolares para
ajustar aún más los protocolos
de salud y seguridad según cor-
responda.

 •Panel información:Las fa-
milias siempre pueden consul-
tar el panel de información
sobre el COVID-19 para obten-
er una descripción general de los
casos activos por escuela.
   •Sitios de prueba :Háganse
la prueba si presenta síntomas,
han estado expuestos a alguien
con el virus, han estado con gru-
pos de personas o viajan. Hagan
clic aquí para obtener una lista
de los sitios de prueba e in-
scríbanse en línea. Además,
cada campus tiene una opor-
tunidad de evaluación semanal
o quincenal. Un padre/tutor/
apoderado debe dar su consen-
timiento para la prueba.
  •Vacunas: El distrito con-
tinúa trabajando con los funcio-
narios locales,  incluido el
Departamento de Salud Públi-
ca del  Condado de Harris
(HCPH), para comunicar la dis-
ponibilidad de la vacuna contra
el COVID-19. La vacuna contra
el COVID está disponible para
personas mayores de cinco años.
El 3 de enero de 2022, la Admin-
istración de Alimentos y Medi-
camentos de EE.UU. (FDA, por
sus siglas en inglés) amplió la
autorización de uso de emergen-
cia para el refuerzo de la vacu-
na de Pfizer contra el COVID-19
en adolescentes de 12 a 15 años.
Las dosis de refuerzo ahora es-
tán disponibles para todas las
personas mayores de 12 años en
el país después de completar el
esquema de dos dosis. La FDA
también redujo el tiempo para
recibir el refuerzo después de
completar el esquema de dos do-
sis. Pasó de seis meses a cinco

meses, momento en el que todas
las personas mayores de 12 años
son elegibles para una vacuna
de refuerzo. La FDA también
autorizó una tercera dosis como
parte de la serie primaria para
ciertos niños inmunosuprimidos
entre 5 y 11 años. Los CDC
anunciaron el 10 de enero que
los estadounidenses en riesgo
(inmunocomprometidos) son el-
egibles para la cuarta dosis de
COVID.

•RECORDATORIOS
El Departamento de Rela-

ciones con la Familia y la Comu-
nidad (conocido por su acrónimo
FACE en inglés) de Aldine lan-
zó un nuevo programa este año
escolar, Universidad de la famil-
ia y la comunidad. Proporcionar
el conocimiento y los recursos
necesarios para generar confi-
anza y empoderar a las famil-
ias para que apoyen a los
alumnos académicamente y fo-
mentar el desarrollo de habil-
idades socioemocionales. Toda
la programación es gratuita, se
ofrece de forma virtual y en per-
sona, y está abierta a todas las
familias de Aldine. Obtengan
más información e inscribirse
hoy.

•El estado de Texas requiere
que los alumnos del último año
de la escuela secundaria (high
school) soliciten ayuda finan-
c i e r a  p a r a  g r a d u a r s e .
La solicitud de FAFSA se abrió
el 1 de octubre.

•El estado requiere que todos
los estudiantes universitarios
que ingresan tomen la Evalu-
ación de la Iniciativa de Éxito
de Texas (TSI). Hagan clic
aquí para más información.
  •Las principales prioridades
de Aldine ISD continúan siendo
la seguridad y el éxito académi-
co de todos los alumnos. Publi-
caremos toda la información
relacionada con nuestras oper-
aciones junto con cualquier ac-
t u a l i z a c i ó n
en www.aldineisd.org/healtha-
lerts.

•Manténganse conectados
visitando la página de Noticias
del Distrito y el Podcast del
Distrito para mantenerse actu-
alizados sobre las cosas maravil-
losas que suceden en nuestro
distr i to  esco lar .  También
pueden conectarse con nosotros
en Facebook, Twitter e Instagram.
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SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

C H U R C H    P A G E
Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

          Mariana Sanchez, Director
          Call: 281-799-9076 or 832-650-4360
          Text: 832-906.4214
          marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

Business
Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

44-4t

HOUSE CLEANINGBUFFET RESTAURANT

SCREENS AND SHADES

Beat the Heat!
Exterior Solar Screens and

Insect Shades
Free Estimates

832-247-4581
24-4t

HALL FOR
RENT

281-442-0578

Seats
Approximately
125 Persons

American Legion
Post 578

3415 Aldine Mail Route

RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE

THE OLD LADY CLEANING SERVICE
LET AN OLD LADY CLEAN YOUR

HOME OR APARTMENT.
REASONABLE RATES.  OLD LADY

APPROVED.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT.

281-961-2768

A PLACE FOR MOM.
The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Con-
tact our trusted, local ex-
perts today! Our service is
FREE/no obligation. CALL
1-855-972-7919

SENIOR HOME
CARE

SENIOR HOME
CARE

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A NEWSPAPER
Part Time Position available for person

interested in learning all phases of the news
business. Will experience writing,

interviewing, sourcing, computer layout, ad
sales, record keeping, promotions. Send letter

of interest to nenewsroom@aol.com

HELP WANTED

BIBLE TRIVIA
by Wilson Casey —
1. Is the book of Valentin in the Old or New Testament
or neither?
2. According to Paul, what kind of giver does God
love? Loving, Generous, Cheerful, Reluctant
3. Which Old Testament book reads like a love story?
Ruth, Daniel, Habakkuk, Song of Solomon
4. How many times did Jesus ask Peter, “Do you love
me?” 2, 3, 7, 10

5. I Corinthians 13 is known as the chapter of ... ?
Faith, Hope, Love, Pardon
6. Where do you find the phrase, “God is love”?
Genesis, Nehemiah, Hebrews, 1 John

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2) Cheerful; 3) Song of Solomon; 4)
3; 5) Love; 6) 1 John (4:8, 16)
“Test Your Bible Knowledge,” a book with 1,206 multiple-
choice questions by columnist Wilson Casey, is available in
stores and online.
(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Super Bowl players from
Houston High Schools

East Aldine District
COMMUNITY NEWS

A Dogged young
detective gets an A
from Aldine ISD

A furry, four-legged worker at the Aldine Independent School District was
recently recognized as an “Employee of the Month” by the district’s board
of trustees.

Delta, a 2 -year-old Belgian Malinois, was cited for her work performance
and community service in the Aldine community. The “canine cop” –- and
her handler, Officer Jonathan Arnold — were among a group of district em-
ployees honored by the board.

As Arnold’s girlfriend and her two daughters joined them for a photo-
graph, Delta dropped her “tough cop” routine and reverted to her role as
family friend. Tail wagging, Delta practically smiled for the cameras. The
Belgian shepherd breed, slightly smaller than a German shepherd, is often
used by police agencies because of their keen sense of smell.

It was a sweet moment at a school board meeting, a rarity in these days of
partisan rancor and confrontations in such public settings.

For Arnold, it was just another time that Delta was “the star” in their part-
nership, the “dream job” he has wanted since he was a boy.

“I always wanted to be a police canine handler,” he said. “When I was a
kid, I would watch police shows with people like Chuck Norris and I want-
ed a police dog.”

“I just love dogs,” Arnold said. “Dogs are the purest of the pure. They’re
the only living creatures on earth who would get between you and a bear,
just to protect you.”

Delta lives with Arnold, who also has four French bulldogs at home. The
canine officer has to follow some strict rules, and she isn’t really allowed to
“play” with the other dogs, he said.

Arnold and Delta have been though extensive training since he was named
a canine handler in April 2021. Arnold and Delta then spent two weeks at
Pacesetter K9 training academy near Austin.  They are required to maintain
a strict training regimen each week.

Delta is certified by the National Narcotics Detection Dog Association.
“I love doing what I do,” Arnold said. “Of all the jobs in law enforcement,

this has been my very favorite. It’s a wonderful opportunity. I never feel like
this is work.”

Last year, Arnold and Delta received the Eagle Award, which is the “Of-
ficer of the Year” honor awarded by Aldine Independent School District Po-
lice Chief Paul Cordova.

In a presentation to the school board, Cordova cited the canine partner-
ship for their hard work and community service.

Since April, they have participated in 130 “deployments,: Cordova said.
Their work has included 953 locker searches, 468 classroom searches,
checks of 202 vehicles. As a result, they duo has made 5 drug seizures,
Cordova sad.

The canine officer also assists in traffic control and foot patrols, boosting
safety for AISD students.

In addition to removing illegal drugs from the schools, Arnold and Delta
have participated in many East Aldine community events, including school
safety talks and Operation Blue Santa, which provided toys for needy chil-
dren.

Arnold said Delta was recently feature in a segment on local TV news
about a student in an Aldine elementary school who has cancer and has
dreamed of becoming a police officer. The boy has been “certified” by 35
area law enforcement agencies.

Arnold allowed the youth to learn how to walk Delta, who is very strong.
“She did sense that she needed to be very gentle,” he said.

“She’s the star, I’m just the chauffeur,” Arnold joked. “And I just want to
give kudos to the chief, who has given me this opportunity. I do think it has
made a difference in this community.”

Arnold said he is quite aware that some people are afraid of dogs, so he
does everything he can to put them at ease around his partner.

 “I recently did a classroom search, and I could tell the teacher was a
little nervous. So I just kept Delta very close,” Arnold said.

When he conducts safety classes with Delta, Arnold said he does allow
students to pet her.

“She has been trained not to be aggressive in those settings. As for me, I
want students to know there’s a lot of good police officers in this world. I’m
glad to have the opportunity to bring the community together with the po-
lice.”

Also recognized by the Aldine board as employees of the month were
Human Resources clerk Shellene Burlin, transportation driver Anthony Mc-
Carthy, cafeteria manager Kim Aldridge, technician John Bankston and job
site supervisor Tony King.

— by Anne Marie Kilday

TRAYVEON WILLIAMS
RUNNING BACK
CE KING HIGH SCHOOL

Trayveon Thomas Williams
(born October 18, 1997)
is an American football
runn ing back for  the
Cincinnati Bengals of the
National Football League
(NFL).[1] During his junior
season at Texas A&M,
Williams received first team
all-SEC and second-team
All-America honors; he
also broke the school
records for single-season
all-purpose yards and
rushing yards.

TREY HOPKINS
CENTER
NORTH SHORE HIGH
SCHOOL

Trey Hopkins (born July 6,
1992)  i s  an  Amer i can
footbal l  center for the
Cincinnati Bengals of the
National Football League
(NFL). He played college
football at the University of
Texas Austin.

Hopkins attended North
Shore High School where he
was an All-Area, All-State,
and All-American. As well as
a two-time first-team All-
District performer on the
of fens ive l ine.  He a lso
played in the 2010 U.S. Army
All-American Bowl.

MICHAEL THOMAS
FREE SAFETY
ALDINE NIMITZ

Michael Thomas (born
March 17, 1990) is an
American football safety
for the Cincinnati Bengals
of the National Football
League (NFL). He played
c o l l e g e  f o o t b a l l  f o r
Stanford. He was signed by
the San Francisco 49ers as
an undrafted free agent in
2012.

HOUSTON –  Girl Scouts
of San Jacinto Council kick
off the 2022 Girl Scout Cook-
ie Season in southeast Tex-
as, bringing back classic
favorites plus the newest
addition to the lineup: Ad-
venturefuls, an indulgent
brownie-inspired cookie
with  caramel - f lavored
crème and a hint of sea salt,
and an incredible taste of
adventure in every bite. Ad-
venturefuls joins iconic Girl
Scout Cookie favorites like
Thin Mints®,  Caramel
deLites®, and Peanut But-
ter Patties®.

“The Girl Scout Cookie
Program is about so much
more than just cookies. It’s
about the girls and support-
ing their leadership jour-
ney,” says Mary Vitek, chief
executive officer of GSSJC.
“It’s about knowing each girl
is building skills that will
stay with her well beyond
her years in Girl Scouting.
It’s knowing that by the end
of the program, in just a few
short months, she will be
more confident, she will
have built upon her math or
money management skills,
she will know how to set
goals and work hard to
achieve them, and like mil-
lions of Girl Scouts who
have gone before her, she
will be better positioned for
success in life. All because
of Girl Scout Cookies.”

Through the Girl Scout

Cookie Program, the largest
girl-led entrepreneurial pro-
gram in the world- girls
learn five skills that will
transfer over into other ar-
eas of their life, including
goal setting, decision mak-
ing, money management,
people skills and business
ethics. All cookie proceeds
remain local and help troops
fund their activities. Sup-
port of the cookie program
also makes Girl Scouting a
reality for all girls, regard-
less of their ability to pay,
by providing financial assis-
tance and supporting the
council’s community out-
reach program, where staff
bring the Girl Scout experi-
ence to girls in underserved
communities- in schools,
homeless shelters, and de-
tention centers, among oth-
ers.

How to buy Girl Scout
Cookies: This year, Girl
Scout cookie entrepreneurs
are back with a hybrid sell-
ing model that incorporates
innovative methods of on-
line ordering and the return
of in-person selling.

Starting February 12, lo-
cal Girl Scouts will begin ap-
proaching customers by
going door-to-door or by us-
ing digital and social media
to promote their online
sales.

If you know a Girl Scout,
tell her you’re interested in
buying cookies from her on-

line, and she’ll take it from
there! Customers can order
and pay for cookies online
for direct shipment or local
delivery.

Starting February 18,
supporters can purchase
cookies at booths located
outside local businesses.

Enter your zip code into
the Girl Scout Cookie Find-
e r  a t  w w w . g i r l s c o u t
cookies.org to find a booth
near you.

Text “Cookies” to 59618.
Download and install the

free Cookie Finder app on
your OS or Android  device
and press “Find Cookies
Now!”

Cookies4Heroes
Want to support Girl

Scout Cookie entrepreneurs
without the cookies? You
can purchase and donate
c o o k i e s  f o r  G S S J C ’ s
Cookies4Heroes program
where donated cookies are
distributed to members of
the military, first respond-
ers and local causes at the
end of the sale.

“As we celebrate our
council’s 100th anniversary
in 2022 we are so thankful
for our volunteers and the
support of our community,
including our booth part-
ners, who are making it pos-
sible for girls to achieve
their goals and grow their
leadership skills,” says
Vitek.

Local Girl Scouts selling new brownie inspired AdventurefulsTM cookie
alongside other favorites.

Girl Scout Cookie Season Kicks Off
Locally on February 12
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