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East Aldine to
hold MURAL
FEST2022 on
May 21

Mural Contest
pays $5000

The East Aldine
District has announced
they will hold a Mural
Contest to choose an
artist to paint a mural
on the side of the High
Meadows Library
during MuralFest22, to
be held on Saturday
May 21. The painting
project will be complet-
ed over a three day
period at the side of the
library.

Interested artists
were asked to submit
information to the
district arts committee,
at eaac@aldinedistrict.org. A
mural artist will be
chosen based on
experience and a
portfolio and a state-
ment of interest.

Spring Fling
at Avalos P-
Tech Apr. 29

The Avalos P-Tech
Speech & Dabate
department is present-
ing a SPRING FLING on
Thursday, April 29 from
5:30-8:30pm at the
school, 2430 Aldine
Mail Route.

Public is welcome,
bring the family and
enjoy food, games, and
purchase raffle tickets.
Food is available for
sale.

Admission is $1
under 11, $2 for 12
years and older.

Raffle Prizes include
Dynamo Tickets, Gift
Cards, Houston Zoo
Admission, and Astros
Tickets.

Raffle Tickets are $1
each, no limit, and
Carnival Game Tickets
are S1.

Come out and have
some fun with these
great P-Tech students
and friends.

Jazz Fest set for Town Center on April 23

East Aldine Town Cen-
ter will host a free Jazz
Fest and Concert on Sat-
urday, April 23rd, from
3pm to 7pm, with local and
featured performers. The
event will take place in the
Park and Amphitheater at
the new Town Center on
Aldine Mail Route. The
public is invited to attend
any or all of the perfor-
mances.

Activities include music,
face painting, food trucks,
a petting zoo, and more.

Sponsors of the event
are the Texas Commission
on the Arts, the East Aldi-
ne District, and the Diaz
Music Institute. See page
8 of this issue for more in-
formation.

Annual

The 14th Annual Fami-
ly Day was held from 2 to
6 p.m. Saturday, April 19,
at Sylvester Turner Park,
2800 West Little York.
Area residents gathered
for games, music and free
food, courtesy of the spon-
sors and the City of Hous-
ton. And many politicians
were present, to greet and
talk with their constitu-
ents, including Mayor
Sylvester Turner, State
Rep. Armando Walle and
Ana Hernandez, and many
others.

BRITNEY BLOOM

East Aldine Jazz Fest is
featuring Guest Artists
Britney Bloom, Robert
Chapa, Felix Deleon,
James Murphy, and
Ernesto Vega.

SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

ERNESTO VEGA

3:00 PM Waltrip High School
3:30 PM Mead Middle School
3:50 PM Hastings High School
4:10 PM Elsik High School

4:40 PM Atascocita High School
5:10 PM Hambrick Middle
School

5:40 PM MacArthur High School

JAMES MURPHY

6:00 PM Baby Caliente
6:20 PM Caliente with special
guest Britney Bloom, Robert
Chapa, Felix Deleon, James
Murphy and Ernesto Vega.
Britney Bloom is an
accomplished pianist, sing-
er and songwriter who en-

joys playing and teaching
music. Her love of jazz,
gospel, classical and fusion
not only make her versa-
tile but it makes her sound
stand out and draw the lis-
tener in for a dreamy in-
terpretation of musical
expression. In 2015 Bloom
graduated from Texas
Southern University with
a degree in Music Perfor-
mance with an emphasis
in Jazz Studies. Previous-
ly she spent 2 years at the
New School for Jazz and
Contemporary Music
where she decided that
jazz studies would be her
major.

Multi Genre drummer

Continued. See JAZZ
FEST, Page 6

Famlly Day fun at Turner Park

Mayor Sylvester Turner tries his hand at the \X¥ashboard durmg Family Day

Family Day featured
three stages with music
and other entertainment.
J. Paul Jr. and the Zydeco
Nubreeds, Carver High
School Performing Arts
Students, Tiger Rock Mar-
tial Arts, Operation Get
Fit and more performed
throughout the afternoon.

Inflatable games, a rock
wall to climb, train rides
for the little kids, face-
painting, a senior tent pro-

Continued. See Family
Day Fun, Page 6

Sales Tax Holiday April23- Aldine educator on Ch13

25 for Emergency supplies

(AUSTIN) — As we en-
ter severe weather season,
Texas Comptroller Glenn
Hegar reminds Texans
they can purchase certain
items tax-free during the
state’s sales tax holiday for
emergency preparation
supplies, which begins at
12:01 a.m. on Saturday,
April 23, and ends at mid-
night on Monday, April 25.

“Whether it’s fires,
freezing temperatures or
tornadoes, severe weather
conditions can strike at
any time, so it is important
that families, homes and
businesses have the sup-

plies they need to face these and other

emergencies,” Hegar said. “This tax holi-
day can help Texans save money while
stocking up for emergency situations.”

The Comptroller’s office estimates
shoppers will save more than $1.5 million
in state and local sales taxes during the
tax holiday, which was approved by the
Texas Legislature in 2015.

There’s no limit on the number of qual-
ifying items you can purchase. These in-

clude:

-- household batteries, fuel containers
and flashlights priced at less than $75;

-- hurricane shutters and emergency
ladders priced at less than $300; and

Continued. See Sales Tax Holiday,

Page 2

Literacy Now; Bronchelle Johnson, prin-

cipal of Houston ISD’s Milne Elementa-
ry; Karen Harris, principal of HISD’s

Cunningham Elementary; Mark Samuel,

principal of HISD’s Shadowbriar Elemen-
tary; and Shawn Nickerson, principal of
HISD’s Bruce Elementary.

Edwards said she is looking forward to

sharing what Aldine ISD is doing to ad-

dress literacy issues in Aldine ISD.

Continued. See Literacy, Page 2

literacy program

HOUSTON - Director of Literacy De-
media Edwards will be part of a panel for
Channel 13’s “Turning the Page on Illit-
eracy,” which will air on Wednesday, April
21, at 7 p.m.

Joining Edwards on the panel will be
Jacque Daughtry, executive director of

DEMEDIA ED\WARDS
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East Aldine
Mural Contest
pays $5000

The East Aldine
District has just an-
nounced they will hold
a Mural Contest to
choose an artist to
paint a mural on the
side of the High
Meadows Library
during MuralFest22, to
be held on Saturday
May 21.

Interested artists are
asked to submit
information to the
district aarts committee,
at eaac@aldinedistrict.org.

Deadlilne for
application is April 15,
see more details on
Page 8.

In Aldine
everyone
reads the
NORTHEAST
NEWS

Literacy

Program,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“This panel is a unique
opportunity to discuss lit-
eracy in Houston, includ-
ing the ongoing challenges
and those made bigger
during the pandemic,” Ed-
wards said. “I want to
share how we have shifted
our practices in Aldine ISD
to embrace the Science of
Reading (SOR) and how
our work is already accel-
erating students’ growth in
reading. Our partner, Lit-
eracy Now, has been an
important part of our jour-
ney. They embrace our
SOR and provide instruc-
tional support to students
in Ogden Elementary’s
first and second grades.
The data shows students
are making steady growth
in their reading foundation
skills.”

Improving literacy rates
in Aldine ISD is one of its
strategic plan’s anchor
goals and priorities. Two of
those goals are to have all
rising first-grade students
enter school ready to learn
and have all third-grade
students reading at or
above grade level.

AISD teachers are im-
plementing high-quality
lessons, both synchronous-

ly and asynchronously
each day.

Ensuring equitable ac-
cess to strong instruction-
al practices is paramount
to changing literacy in Al-
dine ISD. Educators are
providing high-quality lit-
eracy instruction to pro-
vide the best educational
experience for Aldine ISD
students. AISD provides
resources and many week-
ly supports, including re-
corded exemplar lessons,
curriculum snapshot tools,
coaching, a plethora of op-
tional professional devel-
opment offerings, and
office hours for teachers.
Additionally, resources
and training sessions are
created in response to
teachers’ and students’
unique needs.

The town hall can be
viewed on ABC13.com via
stream at 7 p.m. on April
21. The video will remain
on-demand after 8 p.m.
Channel 13 will also cover
the town hall throughout
the day on Eyewitness
News at 10 p.m. Individu-
als can also watch on
ABC13’s apps for Roku,
Fire TV, Apple TV, Google
TV, and via their smart-
phone.

Sales Tax

Holiday,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

-- portable generators
priced at less than $3,000.

For purchases made
online, note that delivery,
shipping, handling and
transportation charges
are part of the sales price.
If the emergency prepa-
ration item being pur-
chased is taxable, the
delivery charge is also
taxable. Consider these
charges when determin-
ing whether an emergen-
cy preparation item can
be purchased tax-free
during the holiday.

For example, if you
purchase a rescue ladder
online for $299 with a $10
delivery charge, the total
sales price is $309. Be-
cause the total sales price
of the ladder is more than
$300, tax is due on the
$309 sales price.

Several over-the-

counter self-care items,
such as antibacterial
hand sanitizer, soap,
spray and wipes, are al-
ways exempt from sales
tax if they are labeled
with a “Drug Facts” pan-
el in accordance with fed-
eral Food and Drug
Administration (FDA)
regulations.

Purchases that do not
qualify include:

-- batteries for automo-
biles, boats and other mo-
torized vehicles;

-- camping stoves and
camping supplies;

-- chainsaws;

-- plywood;

-- extension ladders
and stepladders; and

-- tents.

A list of emergency
preparation supplies that
may be purchased tax-
free can be found on the
Comptroller’s website.

JOB LAB

If you are interested in
gaining or improving your
resumé skills, we can
help! Come join us Apr. 22,
1-2pm, in the computer
lab to work on creating
your resumé!
YOGA & MEDITATION

Whether you’ve done
yoga before or are a begin-
ner, join us April 23 for
gentle yoga flow and guid-
ed meditation with Kevia
Jones (IG @justchilloutyo-
ga). Open to all ages and
abilities, starting at 11am.
BILINGUAL STORYTIME

Join us back in the li-
brary for storytime in En-
glish and Spanish
Wednesdays at 10:30am!

GROWING READERS

HCPL has created our
new Growing Readers
Program to help parents
with developing their
child’s early literacy skills.
Ranging from prenatal up
to preschool, Growing
Readers has created a va-
riety of activities to help
bring literacy easily into
daily life.

Growing Readers focus
on the 5 key aspects of
early literacy: Reading,
Talking, Singing, Playing,
and Writing.

With our Little Bud
(toddler) and Little Read-
er (preschool) take home
kits, parents can play and
create with their children
while focusing on improv-
ing those 5 concepts. Kits
include free board books
to help jumpstart your
home library!

AIRLINE LIBRARY NEWS

With our age targeted
Flashcard sets, these cards
give parents/caregivers
quick tips and activities to
try at home or on the go!

Our 1,000 Books before
Kindergarten program on
Beanstack will help make
sure your child is reading
ready come school time.
Sign up
on Beanstack.org to receive
free board book prizes as
you reach your 1,000 book
goal! Sign up early to re-
ceive an interactive sticker
book to help your track
your journey.

TEEN THURSDAYS

New in April! Teen
Thursdays are back! Join
us on Thursday afternoons
starting at 3:30pm. Each
week we will have a fun
activity for teens ages 12-
18.

LENA

Registration is still open
for the English session of
Lena Start at Aldine

Branch Library this
Spring!
Qualifying participants

m a y
be eligible to receive $100!

To register call (832)927-
5410 or
email ald@hcpl.net. LENA
Start is a 10-week program
that teaches parents and
caregivers of children 0-3
years how to “build babies’
brains” and make a differ-
ence in their future success
through early talk and in-
teractions!

CALL FOR LITERACY

TUTORS

Would you like to be a
part of making an impact
on people’s lives? If you
are interested in becom-
ing a literacy tutor at the
Aldine Branch Library, we
want to talk to you! We are
looking for volunteers to
teach English language
classes in person and
virtually. Call 832-927-
5410 or email for

info: ald@hcpl.net

COMPUTER CLASSES

In addition to our on-
line computer classes in
both English and Spanish
we will now be offering
computer classes in per-
son at the library. If you
want to participate, call us
to register: 832-927-5410.

Tuesdays: various top-
ics (Spanish computer
class), 5-7pm, at the li-
brary

Wednesdays: Beyond
the Basics with Office 365
plus Google Apps, (En-
glish computer class), 5-
7pm, online

Thursdays: Beyond
the Basics with Office 365
plus  Google Apps
(English computer
class), 5-7pm, at the li-
brary

MICHELLE PICHON
LIBRARY PROGRAM
SPECIALIST

HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC
LIBRARY

ALDINE BRANCH LIBRARY
11331 AIRLINE DR.
HOUSTON, TX 77037
832-927-5410

State TABC closes Aldine Nite
Club for prostitution violations

The recently remodeled Las Vegas Nite Club, located at 12,600 . Hardy Road in
Aldine area, has been closed permanently by the Texas Alcoholic Beverage

Commission.

HOUSTON — A Hous-
ton bar’s liquor permit has
been revoked after inves-
tigators from the Texas Al-
coholic Beverage
Commission’s Special In-
vestigations Unit say they
discovered an alleged
brothel operating there.

Vegas Nite Club in the
12600 block of the W. Har-
dy Road was the subject of
a TABC emergency order
issued this week following
an investigation into alle-
gations of prostitution and
human trafficking.

On March 26, investiga-
tors reportedly made con-
tact with multiple women
believed to be working at
the location, resulting in

some criminal charges be-
ing filed. TABC Victim
Services offered assistance
to all of the possible vic-
tims of human trafficking
identified that night.

TABC investigators lat-
er served the bar owner
with an emergency order
requiring them to stop all
alcohol sales and service
for 90 days. An order per-
manently cancelling the
business’ liquor license
soon followed.

Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Code Sec. 11.61 re-
quires the Commission to
cancel a business’ liquor li-
cense or permit ifit’s found
that “the place or manner
in which the permittee

conducts the permittee’s
business warrants the can-
cellation or suspension of
the permit based on the
general welfare, health,
peace, morals, and safety
of the people.”

“Prostitution is one of
the leading indicators of
even more serious orga-
nized criminal activity, in-
cluding human
trafficking,” said TABC
Executive Director Bentley
Nettles. “TABC will con-
tinue to actively investi-
gate and put a stop to any
criminal activity taking
place in the businesses we
license.”

The case remains under
investigation.

Grandfather shot in Home
Invasion in the Melrose area

HOUSTON - An inves-
tigation is underway after
police said a man was shot
during a home invasion in
north Houston Thursday
while his grandson was
there with him.

It happened in the 1000
block of Carby around 9:48
p.m.

Police said arriving
units located a man with a
gunshot wound to the head
and a gunshot wound to
the shoulder. The man was
transported by an ambu-
lance to a nearby hospital
and is in critical condition,
police said.

According to investiga-
tors, they were able to re-
view surveillance video
and said the homeowner
and his 2-year-old grand-
son were alone in the resi-
dence when four men
kicked in the front door.
The man’s grandson was
not harmed during the in-
cident, officers said.

A few minutes later, the
suspects were seen leaving
the home with a safe.
About 30 minutes later,
police said the victim’s wife

HPD officers examine the scene of the invasion.

came home and located her
husband lying on the floor.

A sledgehammer that
the suspects brought with
them was found just out-
side of the front door, but

they did not use it.

The suspects are still on
the run and police believe
the man was targeted. The
investigation is ongoing.

EARTH DAY EVENT:

Everyone is invited to
stop by the library on Fri-
day, April 22nd at 1pm for
our Earth Day Event. We
will have a giveaway of
free trees and seeds while
supplies last.

STORY TIME @ THE
LIBRARY:

Children of all ages are
invited to story time at
the library. We have sto-
ry time on Tuesdays at
1lam and Thursdays at
1pm. Enjoy finger plays,
stories, songs, and more!

TEEN EVENTS:

Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, and Thursdays at
3pm are for teens at High
Meadows Library. Teens
are welcome to come in
for anime/manga club,
gaming, crafting, and
more. Stop by the library
and grab a calendar.

BECOME A FRIEND OF THE
LIBRARY:

We need YOU to be-
come a friend of the li-
brary. We are currently
looking for individuals
who would like to help us
form a group to be the
voice of the community! If
you have what it takes,
please contact Jennifer

at jennifernandlal@hcpl.net.

HIGH MEADOWS LIBRARY NEWS

ESL CONVERSATIONAL
CLASS:

Every Thursday at
1lam we offer free in per-
son Conversational ESL
classes. To register, call the
library and ask for Jenni-
fer.

BOOK CLUB:

Join our in person book
club on Monday, April
25t at 6pm. Help us name
our book club and choose
books for the next few
months.

VOTER REGISTRATION
Register to vote at your
local library. We have reg-
istration forms available in
English & Spanish.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We are seeking volun-
teers to help teach our ESL
Classes. If you are interest-
ed in becoming a volunteer
with the library, please
contact us and ask for Jen-
nifer.

GRADCAFE:

Every Tuesday we will
have representatives from
GRADcafé at the High
Meadows Library. GRAD-
café is a one-stop-shop of-
fering free services to help
you decide on a career, ex-
plore education and train-
ing options, apply to
college, and find the finan-

cial aid you need. Wheth-
er you want to attend col-
lege to get a degree or
work on a certificate in a
professional trade, we are
here to guide you through
every step. You're never
too young or old to get
started. Services are
available in English or
Spanish.

FREE WIFI HOTSPOTS AT
THE LIBRARY

We have FREE WiFi
hotspots available on a
first come, first serve ba-
sis. If you don’t have in-
ternet service where you
live or if your internet is
slow and unreliable, you
can check out a WiFi
hotspot with unlimited
data FREE. All you need
is an HCPL library card
and if you don’t have a li-
brary card, we will get
you one.

For information on any
of the above events or
programs, please call us
at 832-927-5540 or stop
by the library.

JENNIFER NANDLAL

SR ADULT PROGRAM
SPECIALIST

HIGH MEADOWS LIBRARY
4500 ALDINE MAILRT |
HOUSTON, TX 77039
832.927.5540
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Message from the Superintendent,

April 11,2022

Dear Aldine Community,

Last week, I mentioned that it
is National Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Month, a time to honor our
volunteers for the invaluable
contributions they make to help
keep our district moving in the
right direction — forward. Hear
from volunteer and Aldine Edu-
cation Foundation Board mem-
ber Bill Ginder in our latest
episode of All The Things: The
Aldine ISD Podcast to find out
how he is working with the
Aldine Education Foundation to
provide choices and opportuni-
ties for students.

This month we have added a
new observation — National
Bilingual/Multilingual Learner
Advocacy Month. We have so
many ways to observe it, too. I
am particularly excited to cele-
brate this year as we launched
our new frameworks for multi-
lingual learners at the beginning
of the school year. The new
frameworks are dedicated to
cultivating biliteracy through
culturally responsive practices
and ensuring that students learn
and progress, furthering
our strategic plan initiatives of
school culture and student
achievement. Working with our
bilingual/multilingual students
are exemplary educators like
Margarita Cruz from La Prome-
sa, César Linares from Black
Elementary School, and Anju
Bhalla from Carmichael Elemen-
tary School. They won the top
awards from the Suburban
Houston Association for Bilin-
gual Education (SHABE) at its
annual Teacher of the Year
Banquet. In addition, Aldine ISD
student Kevin Fuentes received
a scholarship from SHABE. Ms.
Cruz and Mr. Linares will ad-
vance to the Texas Association
for Bilingual Education (TABE)
annual fall conference in Hous-
ton. We can all be proud of their
dedication to student success as
they represent Aldine.

I would also encourage each of
you to take some time to learn
more about La Promesa, Aldine’s
newcomer and dual-language
campus. Reading about La
Promesa student Kimberly
Rivas’ experience would be a
great place to start. Additionally,
I invite you to join us at our
inaugural Festival de
Primavera (Spring Festival)
on April 30. The event will be
entirely in Spanish to share all
things Aldine with our Spanish-
speaking community. You can
find additional information and
details here. You will hear more
about our wide variety of pro-
grams, choices, and opportuni-
ties for your child and family.
Come and listen to students in
our Mariachi Acero perform, and
students dance ballet folklérico.

Congratulations also go out to
the MacArthur High School boys’
and girls’ varsity tennis for
winning the Team Champion-
ship in District 14-6A. Mac-
Arthur and Aldine high schools
each had student-athletes who
qualified to advance to the
Region II 6A Tennis Tourna-
ment, which takes place in Waco
today and will finish tomorrow,
April 12. We also have teams and
student-athletes in golf advanc-
ing to the District 14-6A in Waco
from April 17-21. They include
Davis HS varsity boys’ (District
Champion), Davis HS varsity
girls, and four regional gold
medalists representing Nimitz
HS, MacArthur HS, and Eisen-
hower HS. Good luck to all!

And what an exciting season
for the MacArthur High School
boys’ soccer (fatbol for my Span-
ish-speaking friends). Our soccer
program has been getting stron-
ger every year. On their journey
to the state championship, the
Generals fought hard on Satur-
day but lost to our neighbor, The
Woodlands. The team brought
home second place in 6A Region
2.1 am told that this year’s team
took MacArthur further into the
playoffs than the school has ever
been. Again, a big congrats to the

team and our soccer program.

Many of our teens took part in
the national
2022 #TeenBookCon on Satur-
day at Davis High School. It was
great to see so many engaged
teens actively listening and
speaking with authors and
picking up books. Reading is
important in students’ growth.
Opportunities like TeenBookCon
are a great way to encourage
kids of all ages to discover a
genre that inspires them to want
to read every day. Tomorrow, I
hope you join us in
observing Drop Everything and
Read (D.E.A.R.) Day. I cannot
wait to see what everyone is
planning to read! You can share
a picture of yourself reading on
social media with the hashtag
#AldineReads.

I wish everyone a great week.
Don’t forget that April 15 a
holiday for all students and staff.

With Aldine Pride,

Dr. LaTonya M. GoffneySuper-
intendent

UPCOMING
EVENTS

e April/May: Click here for
details and dates about STAAR
testing.

e April: Click here for more
information about free GED
classes for Aldine ISD
parents and how to register.

e April 14: Deadline to submit
the online form to participate in
STEMfest 2022. (a K-12 event)

¢ April 30: Inaugural Spring
Festival Aldine ISD (an all-
Spanish event)

°April 30: STEMfest 2022 at
the Bamberg Professional Devel-
opment and Resource Center.

OBSERVATIONS

April National Volunteer
MonthNational Bilingual/Multi-
lingual Learner Advocacy Month

°¢April 12: Drop Everything
and Read (D.E.A.R.) Day

°April 15: Student Holiday

°April 17-23: National Volun-
teer Week

° April 29: Wellness Day (Love
Your Heart)

REMINDERS

Aldine’s Family and Communi-
ty Engagement Department
launched the Family and Com-
munity University. Program-
ming is free and open to all
Aldine families. Register today.

The state requires high school
seniors to apply for financial aid
to graduate. Click on the FAFSA
application or TASFA
application links.

The state requires all entering
college students to take the
Texas Success Initiative (TSI)
Assessment. Click here for more
information.

Aldine ISD’s top priorities
continue to be all students’
safety and academic success. The
district will post all information
related to operations along with
any updates
at www.aldineisd.org/healtha-
lerts.

Please stay connected by
visiting the District
News and District Podcast pages
to stay up to date on all the great
things happening in our district.
You can also connect with us
on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram.

Student Ffinds.Her Place at La 13r0mesa,

the Newcomer and Dual-Language

Experience School

The high school will add a grade level
starting in the 2022-2023 school year to
serve ninth- and tenth-grade students.

“I like the attention from the teach-
ers. They know how to listen, and
everyone makes an effort to speak
Spanish to us, so we understand. I enjoy
all the activities at La Promesa. Truly, I
love it here. I am learning so much and
thriving at La Promesa.”

These are the words of ninth-grade
student Kimberly Rivas at Aldine ISD’s
newcomer and dual-language experi-
ence campus, La Promesa.

Kimberly Rivas

Kimberly arrived in the U.S. from El
Salvador via a caravan. She was living
with her grandmother, but it had been
nine years since she had seen her
mother. Although afraid and with only
a little bit of money, she made the
journey alone, which she described as
scary. Now, living with her mother,
step-dad, and two sisters, she saw the
story about La Promesa on a local
Spanish news station. The campus
sounded like a right fit for her.

Elizabeth B. Iglesias, the family
engagement specialist at the school,
described Kimberly as having a basic
foundation in the English language
when she arrived. She has since become
comfortable and is speaking English
regularly. Iglesias added that Kimberly
is also doing well in school.

At first, Kimberly thought the school
would only offer a learning environ-
ment. The focus would solely be on
learning the English language. Instead,
she found a place where she could speak
both her native language — Spanish —
and her new adopted language, English.
Kimberly attributes her progress in
learning a new language and school to
the encouragement to use both languag-
es. She doesn’t feel “lost” in class or
with a new concept. Kimberly can ask
questions in Spanish to ensure she
understands. But she also feels like she
is making significant progress in
communicating in English — she
strives to learn a new word each day.
Kimberly was also pleasantly surprised
that she is getting the whole traditional
high school experience like homecoming
and after-school activities.

Kimberly, who has dreams of becom-
ing a doctor in her future, already has a
few favorite things. Aside from loving
soccer (futbol), music, dancing, and
singing, her favorite class is Algebra 1,
and her favorite teacher is Mr. Martinez
(Christopher Martinez). Algebra is
challenging, but Kimberly says she
works hard and likes to get positive
results. She enjoys Martinez’s class
because he makes his class and learning
fun. He also motivates students and is
always willing to listen and pay atten-
tion to students.

While only in her first year, Kimberly
says she is already being impacted by
her time at La Promesa.

“I have always wanted to be a doctor
but felt that it was something too far to
reach. Now, that dream seems more like
a possibility. I know that I can make it a
reality, especially because I have so
much support at La Promesa to help me

succeed. Here, I feel comfortable
because people speak my native lan-
guage. We (students) are learning
better because of the dual language
experience. La Promesa feels like a
family. So many students have left their
families and friends and everything
behind. It’s a tough situation for us, and
this school helps us stay the course and
stay positive. La Promesa was created
for just that — for students like me,”
said Kimberly.

She expects to graduate with the
Class of 2025.

La Promesa

Univision 45 interviewed Superinten-
dent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney. Click on
the image to view the story in English
and Spanish.

La Promesa, a Choice School option
(Escuela de Opcién) for families and
students, opened in fall 2021 to ninth-
graders. The high school will add a
grade level starting in the 2022-2023
school year to serve ninth- and tenth-
grade students. The school plans to
expand into 12th grade in the 2024-
2025 school year. La Promesa focuses
exclusively on students new to this
country, specifically students who have
lived three or fewer years in the U.S.
and are from non-English speaking
countries or have limited English
proficiency. The curriculum addresses
their unique social, individual, and
academic needs. The campus is one of
the programs that stemmed from the
district’s strategic plan, A New Way
Forward.

“So much thought and care have gone
into this school. Our communities
continue to become more diverse as
immigrant populations from multiple
countries grow and bring with them a
wide array of skills and cultures to our
classrooms. Their stories of resilience
and survival are amazing, and they
inspire us all with their grit and
perseverance. This school, this environ-
ment, will further support them as they
journey toward success,” said Superin-
tendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney.

La Promesa is a stand-alone school
housed within Aldine High School.
Students will graduate from La Prome-
sa. Working with Aldine HS, La Prome-
sa students have the opportunity to
expand their horizons through the
activities they share as a school within
a school. The school is like any other
campus, including having fully-
equipped science labs and classrooms.
The district partnered with Internation-
als Network and many others in
creating a program specific to newcom-
ers. Every course has English learning
instruction embedded in its lessons.
Students work to improve their literacy
skills all day, every day. In addition to
English as second language services,
Aldine ISD also addresses students’
special social-emotional needs, such as
leaving family behind in their family in
their country of origin.

“Being in a different country can be
scary and intimidating, learning a new
language, culture, and school system.
Some of our students have left their
home countries out of necessity. Some
are here without their families. Some
have stories so powerful that they bring
you to tears. They all come here with
the goal. A dream. A promise of some-
thing better — a better life for their
future and their families. At La Prome-
sa, it is important that every student
feels like family, accepted, and support-
ed. We know that it takes a village to
raise our children. We work closely with
our families and community partners to
give our students opportunities to
thrive.”

Learn More

Visit lapromesa.aldineisd.org or call
281-448-5237 to learn more about the
school and how to enroll for the 2022-
2023 school year.

La Promesa students and district- and school-level leaders participate in
the ribbon-cutting ceremony on October 5, 2021.
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By Gil Hoffman, Publisher

Flying the Friendly Skies

his Easter week was especially pleasant

around our house, because we had a visit

from our grandkids. Since they live in
Ohio, we don’t see them as often as we would like.
Iris is 5 years old now, and Reed is 2. Like the
plants they are named for (maybe), they grow up
fast and we need to keep track of them on a
regular basis.

GRANDKIDS IRIS AND REED, AT IAH AIRPORT

Although our daughter and their mother,
Kristan, grew up in Houston, when they visit
they explore wonders that seem very special to
this city and different from their snowy climate in
Ohio. And they keep us busy with their activities.
Almost every day we spent time at an outdoor
swimming pool, visited Hermann Park and Zoo,
splash pad and train, played at Levi Park near
Greenway Plaza, ate their favorite Chinese food
in Bellaire Chinatown, visited the Childrens
Museum, and more.

The trip to Houston is very special to the
grandkids, and they look forward to the flight as
well as the fun they have while they are here. But
this trip, they had a unique experience that most
of us, kids or adults, would be thrilled with. When
they boarded the United Express jet for their
return trip to Ohio, the flight crew asked them if
the would like to sit in the cockpit. Wow, how
special is that! As you can see from the photos,
they had a very unique experience, and who
knows, maybe it will lead to a career path, or at
least a great story to tell their classmates when
they return.

CO-PILOT IRIS IN THE COCKPIT

United Airlines has an expression, “Fly the
Friendly Skies” and this time they certainly made
a memorable time for the grandkids and their
family. Thank you, United Airlines.

KNOW MY DIET WS (\\N%ED
IA\:T\ER BENG COOPED UP
DURING COVID BUT.

By Gary Borders

WHAMAY

'\'ﬂ‘fv\"r‘ﬁd' %

f.ullE-an

Traffic deaths spike in highway
work zones

TRAFFIC DEATHS SPIKE IN
HIGHWAY WORK ZONES

The Texas Department
of Transportation wants
motorists to be aware of
dangerous conditions in
road construction zones af-
ter crashes in those zones
killed 244 people last year.

The death toll is an in-
crease of 33% over 2020
and is the highest in 40
years. The majority of
those who died were driv-
ers or their passengers, ac-
cording to TxDOT.

“It’s important for driv-
ers to remember that driv-
ing conditions in work
zones can be especially
challenging because of ex-
tra congestion, slow-mov-
ing heavy equipment,
temporary barriers and
vehicles that make sudden
stops,” Marc Williams, Tx-
DOT executive director,
said. “That’s why it’s cru-
cial for everyone to give
driving their full attention
and drive a safe speed in
areas where construction
and maintenance are un-
derway.”

Among the tips offered
by the agency to cut acci-
dents:

e Slow down and follow
the posted speed limit.

e Pay attention, put
down the phone and keep
your mind on the road.

e Watch out for road
crews and follow flaggers’
instructions.

e Don’t tailgate. Allow
enough room to stop safe-
ly.

e Plan for extra time to
reach your destination,
since road construction can
slow traffic.

Traffic fines double in
work zones when workers
are present.

WILDFIRE RISK CONTINUES
WITH DRY, WINDY
CONDITIONS

The risk of more wild-
fires continues this week
with much of the state un-
der drought conditions.

“Critical fire weather in-
cludes above-normal tem-
peratures, increased wind
speeds and low relative hu-
midity levels,” according
to a Texas A&M Forest
Service news release.
Wildfires that start under
these conditions may be
difficult to control, the
agency said. The risk is
nearly statewide, as virtu-
ally all of the state remains
under drought conditions.

During the first week of

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

et
STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

April, the forest service
and local fire departments
responded to 117 wildfires
that burned 23,560 acres.

TEXAS HISTORY
INSTRUCTION EXPANDED

The State Board of
Education decided last
week to expand instruction
in Texas history to six
grade levels, meaning stu-
dents in those grades will
have their knowledge of
the state’s history tested
on the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills
exam.

For decades, Texas his-
tory has been taught in
fourth and seventh grades.
Now it will also be taught
in kindergarten through
second grade, and sixth
and eighth grades.

“With this significant
increase, students will
study Texas and the peo-
ple and events that define
it in most grade levels pri-
or to high school,” accord-
ing to an SBOE news
release.

The board will consider
proposed revisions to the
social studies aspect of
TEKS at the June meeting
to include Texas history
content. Final revisions
are scheduled for Novem-
ber.

PLEASE DON'T TOUCH THE
WILDLIFE

With the balmy weath-
er of a Texas spring, more
folks are enjoying the out-
doors. Experts at the Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife
Department urge people
who encounter wildlife to
avoid lending a helping
hand.

Often, the young off-
spring of wild animals can
be mistaken as having
been abandoned. Many of
these human-animal en-
counters are unnecessary
and can be detrimental to
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wildlife.

Newborn fawns, for ex-
ample, are often left for
hours at a time by the doe
as she forages for
food. “During that time,
people may spot a fawn ly-
ing alone in tall grass or in
a brushy area. Many peo-
ple interfere with the
fawn, thinking it has been
abandoned by its mother
and needs help. This is
rarely the case,” according
to TPWD.

TPWD experts advise
folks to leave all young an-
imals alone unless obvi-
ously injured. Spend some
time observing from a dis-
tance to determine if the
animal truly is injured,
since the mother may not
return if humans are close
by.

The same principle ap-
plies to young birds. “If the
bird’s eyes are open, it has
feathers and is hopping
around, mom and dad are
likely nearby. Grounded
fledglings will usually be
up and flying within a few
days,” according to TPWD.

If a wild animal is sick
or injured, people are en-
couraged to contact a per-
mitted wildlife
rehabilitator, which can be
found on the TPWD Wild-
life Division
website: tpwd.texas.gov/
huntwild/wild/rehab/.

COVID-19 cases rise
while deaths, hospital-
izations decline

The number of new Tex-
as cases of COVID-19 re-
ported by the Coronavirus
Resource Center at Johns
Hopkins University
jumped by more than 100%
in the past week to 46,375,
though deaths dropped to
252 during the same time
period.

Lab-confirmed COVID-
19 hospitalizations in Tex-
as have dropped to 875
patients, the lowest level
in months. The highly con-
tagious subvariant of Omi-
cron, dubbed BA.2, has
become the dominant ver-
sion worldwide and is ac-
counting for the majority of
new cases.

Like the original omi-
cron variant, this strain is
more transmissible but
generally has less-severe
symptoms, according to
health experts. The best
protection continues to be
getting vaccinated and get-
ting a booster if already
vaccinated, according to
the Texas Department of
State Health Services.

DSHS says unvaccinat-
ed Texans are eight times
more likely to test positive
for COVID-19 and 42 times
more likely to die of a COV-
ID-19 associated illness.

As of Sunday, 17.479
million Texans — or near-
ly 60% of the state’s popu-
lation — were
fully vaccinated, with 6.6
million getting a booster
dose.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
Journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches

and Cedar Park.
Email: gborders@texaspress.com.
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POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

A Lot of
Cake

The plan was to buy ev-
eryone cake.

My husband, Peter, and I
are finally getting ready to
leave Mexico, and we can’t
say we are too happy about
it.

The last two months in
San Miguel de Allende have
convinced us that it is a place
we want to return to, and
now leaving it feels very
hard—especially when my
sister tells me about the
freezing rain hitting her
home right now.

“We had to cancel our trip
to visit Uncle Andy and Bea!”
she tells me. “The roads were
terrible!”

As I sit in the evening
sunshine, in a city where
people usually don’t need to
heat their homes and never
need air conditioning, the
idea of freezing rain does not
exactly make me homesick.

“Why are we leaving,
again?” Peter asks.

But I'm anxious to see
family again. My dad is go-
ing in for a bunch of tests. My
sister is getting her knee op-
erated on. Peter’s sister, Shel-
ley, will be having a
procedure done on her back.
All of these things are impor-
tant—if not particularly fun.
So the plan yesterday was to
do something festive, and I
couldn’t think of anything
more festive than cake.

The idea for the party was
Peter’s.

We were so grateful to
find this little hotel when we
did. Our lodging on the coast
turned out to be a disaster,
and our choices were to ei-
ther return home early or
find something back in San
Miguel de Allende—in the
high season, without reser-
vations. When we found this
little one-bedroom apart-
ment overlooking the court-
yard filled with more than
2,000 smiling sun faces, we
felt as if we had been saved.

“T am calling you Salva-
dor,” Peter told Jorge, the
owner of the small hotel.
“You saved us!” Jorge smiled.

The hotel used to be
Jorge’s family home. He was
born and raised within its
walls, along with his 12 sib-
lings. In the mid-1980s, he
began the process of convert-
ing it into a hotel. Now it is
his pride and joy, and he
spends his days putting
more artwork on the walls
and more plants into pots.

We ordered a chocolate
layer cake with buttercream
frosting. It had fresh fruit
between the layers and a
smiling sun face on the top.
A woman at the market
squeezed about 50 lemons
for me, and we made fresh
lemonade. Then Jorge and
his employees and the three
artists he keeps busy every
day all gathered together in
the courtyard with the
2000+ suns to eat cake.

Once we were all gath-
ered, I found myself com-
pletely without Spanish
words to thank them prop-
erly. This is what happens to
me when I have something
important to say in Span-
ish—I forget every word I
ever knew. So, instead, we
cut the cake and poured lem-
onade and smiled a lot. I
think they all got the mes-
sage.

“That was a good party!”
Peter announced when we fi-
nally returned to our little
apartment upstairs. “Jorge
ate a lot of cake!”

We don’t know what they
really think of us, the kind
people running this family
hotel. We wouldn’t blame
them if they thought we
were a little awkward or odd.

But we wanted to try to
let them know how much we
appreciated finding such a
clean, cheerful place to live.
We appreciated all the beau-
tiful art being made, the
plants being grown, the
countless small kindnesses
shown to us every day.

“Gracias!” we say again
and again. “Thank you.”

“De nada,” they always re-
ply. “It’s nothing.”

But, of course, it is every-
thing.

Till next time,

Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir
is called “Blue Yarn.” Learn
more at CarrieClasson.com.
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Mensaje de la Superintendente,
11 de Abril de 2022

Estimada comunidad
de Aldine:

La semana pasada,
mencioné que es el Mes
Nacional de Agradec-
imiento a los Voluntari-
0s, un momento para
honrar a nuestros volun-
tarios por las valiosas
contribuciones que hacen
para ayudar a mantener
a nuestro distrito, avan-
zando en la direccion cor-
recta: hacia adelante.
Escuche al voluntario y
miembro de la Junta de
la Fundacién parala Ed-
ucacion de Aldine, Bill
Ginder, en nuestro ulti-
mo episodio de All The
Things: The Aldine ISD
Podcast para descubrir
coémo esta trabajando con
la Fundacién parala Ed-
ucacion de Aldine para
brindar oportunidades a
los estudiantes.

Este mes hemos agre-
gado una nueva obser-
vacion: el Mes Nacional
de Defensa del Aprendiz
Bilingiie/Multilingiie.
También tenemos mu-
chas maneras de obser-
varlo. Estoy
particularmente emocio-
nado de celebrar este
afo, ya que lanzamos
nuestros nuevos marcos
para estudiantes multil-
ingiies al comienzo del
ano escolar. Los nuevos
marcos estan dedicados a
cultivar la alfabetizacion
bilingtie a través de prac-
ticas culturalmente re-
ceptivas y garantizar que
los estudiantes aprendan
y progresen, promovien-
do nuestras iniciativas
del plan estratégico de
cultura escolar y logros
estudiantiles. Trabajan-
do con nuestros estudi-
antes bilingtes/

multilingiies hay educa-
dores ejemplares como
Margarita Cruz de La
Promesa, César Linares
de Black Elementary
School y Anju Bhalla de
Carmichael Elementary
School. Ganaron los prin-
cipales premios de la
Suburban Houston Asso-
ciation for Bilingual Ed-
ucation (SHABE) en su
banquete anual de Mae-
stros del Ano. Ademas, el
estudiante de Aldine ISD
Kevin Fuentes recibié
una beca de SHABE.
Cruz y Linares avan-
zaran a la competencia
del Mejor Maestro del
Ao anual este otono de
la Asociaciéon de Texas
para la Educacion Bil-
ingiie (TABE) en Hous-
ton. Todos podemos estar
orgullosos de su dedi-
cacién al éxito estudian-
til, ya que representan a
Aldine..

También les animo a
cada uno de ustedes a
tomarse un tiempo para
aprender méas sobre La
Promesa, el colegio se es-
pecializa en trabajar con
alumnos recién llegados
de paises que no hablan
inglés o tienen un domin-
io limitado del inglés.
Leer sobre la experiencia
de Kimberly Rivas una
estudiante de La Prome-
sa seria una excelente
lugar para comenzar.

Ademas, los invito a
unirse a nosotros en
nuestro primer Festival
de Primavera el 30 de
abril. El evento sera com-
pletamente en esparfiol
para compartir todo lo
relacionado con Aldine
con nuestra comunidad
de habla hispana. Puede
encontrar informacién
adicional y detalles aqui.
Escucharan mas sobre
nuestra amplia variedad
de programas, opciones y
oportunidades para su
hijo y su familia. Vengan
y escuchen a los estudi-
antes del Mariachi Ace-
ro y los estudiantes
bailando ballet folclérico.

Felicitaciones también
a los nifios y ninas de te-
nis del grupo varsity de
MacArthur High School
por ganar el Campeonato
del Distrito 14-6A. Las
escuelas secundarias
MacArthur y Aldine
tienen estudiantes-atle-
tas que calificaron para
avanzar al Torneo de Te-
nis de la Region 2 6A, que
se llevé a cabo en Waco
hoy y terminara mafiana
el 12 de abril. También
tenemos equipos y estu-
diantes-atletas en golf
que avanzan al Distrito
14-6A en Waco que se 11-
evara a cabo el 17 al 21
de abril. Incluyen el equi-
po varsity masculino de
Davis High School
(Campeon del Distrito),
el equipo varsity femeni-
no de Davis High School,
y cuatro medallistas de
oro regionales que repre-
sentan a Nimitz High
School, MacArthur High
School y Eisenhower
High School. jBuena su-
erte a todos!

Y qué temporada tan

emocionante para el
equipo de fatbol mascu-
lino de MacArthur High
School. Nuestro progra-
ma de fatbol se ha forta-
lecido cada ano. En su
viaje al campeonato es-
tatal, los Generales lu-
charon duro el sabado,
pero perdieron ante
nuestro vecino, The
Woodlands. El equipo se
llevé a casa el segundo
lugar en la Region 2 de
6A. Me dicen que el equi-
po de este ano llevé a
MacArthur mas lejos en
los playoffs en la historia
de la escuela. Una vez
mas, felecitaciones al
equipo y a nuestro pro-
grama de fatbol.

Muchos de nuestros
adolescentes participa-
ron en la #TeenBookCon
nacional 2022 el sabado
en Davis High School.
Fue genial ver a tantos
adolescentes compro-
metidos escuchando y
hablando activamente
con los autores y reco-
giendo libros. La lectura
es muy importante en el
crecimiento de los estu-
diantes. Oportunidades
como TeenBookCon son
maneras excelentes de
alentar a los ninos de to-
das las edades a descu-
brir un género que los
inspire a querer leer to-
dos los dias. Manana, es-
pero que se unan a
nosotros para observar el
Dia de Drop Everything
And Read (o D.E.A.R.
Day en inglés; el acroni-
mo significa «déjelo todo
y lea» en espanol). jEstoy
ansiosa por ver lo que
ustedes planean leer!
Pueden compartir una
foto de ustedes leyendo
en las redes sociales con
el hashtag #AldineReads
o #ALDINEIlee.

Les deseo a todos una

excelente semana. No
olviden que el 15 de abril
es un dia festivo para to-
dos los estudiantes y el
personal.

Orgullosa de nuestro
distrito,

Dra.LaTonyaM.
Goffney Superinten-
dente

PROXIMOS EVEN-
TOS

e Abril/Mayo: Hagan
clic aqui para detalles y
fechas de las pruebas es-
tatales STAAR.

En curso hasta el 31 de
mayo: Se abre la prein-
scripcion para aquellos
elegibles para asistir
prekinder para nifios de
tres afnos y cuatro afios
para el ciclo escolar
2022-2023. Hagan clic
aqui para obtener detall-
es sobre como matricular
a sus hijos.

14 de abril: Fecha
limite para enviar el for-
mulario en linea para
participar en STEMfest
2022. (un evento para
alumnos de kinder a
12mo grados)

30 de abril: ler Fes-
tival de Primavera de
AldineISD(un evento
completamente en es-
parfiol )

30 de abril: STEM-
fest 2022 (un evento cel-
ebrando estudios CTIM)
se llevara a cabo en el
Bamberg Professional
Development and Re-
source Center.

OBSERVACIONES

e Abril: Mes Nacional
de Apreciacion del Vol-
untariado

12 de abril:
D.E.A.R. Drop Every-
thing and Read) Day

eApril 15: Student
Holiday

e April 17-23: Nation-
al Volunteer Week

29 de abril: Dia del
Bienestar (Mes de la Nu-
tricion Infantil)

RECORDATORIOS

El Departamento de
Relaciones con la Famil-
iay la Comunidad (cono-
cido por su acrénimo
FACE en inglés) de Aldi-
ne ofrece la Universidad
de la Familia y la Comu-
nidad. Toda la progra-
macion es gratuita y esta
abierta a todas las famil-
ias de Aldine. Obtengan
mas informacién e in-
scribanse hoy.

El estado de Texas re-
quiere que los alumnos
del dltimo afio de la es-
cuela secundaria (high
school) soliciten ayuda
financiera para gradu-
arse. Hagan clic en el en-
lace de la solicitud de
FAFSA o solicitud TAS-
FA.

The state requires all
entering college students
to take the Texas Success
Initiative (T'SI) Assess-
ment. Click here for
more information.

Las principales prior-
idades de Aldine ISD
continuan siendo la seg-
uridad y el éxito ac-
adémico de todos los
alumnos. Publicaremos
toda la informacién rela-
cionada con nuestras op-
eraciones junto con
cualquier actualizacion
en www.aldineisd.org/
healthalerts.

Manténganse conecta-
dos visitando la pagina
de Noticias del Distritoy
el Podcast del Distrito
para mantenerse actual-
izados sobre las cosas
maravillosas que
suceden en nuestro dis-
trito escolar. También
pueden conectarse con
nosotros en Facebook,
Twitter e Instagram.

Estudiante encuentra su lugar en La Promesa, Ia
escuela para recien llegados de doble lenguaje

La escuela secundaria
agregard un nivel de gra-
do a partir del afio escolar
2022-2023 para servir a los
estudiantes de noveno y
décimo grado.

Me gusta la atencion de
los profesores. Ellos saben
c6mo escuchar, y todos
hacen un esfuerzo por ha-
blarnos esparfiol, para que
lo entendamos. Disfruto de
todas las actividades en La
Promesa. Verdadera-
mente, me encanta aqui.
Estoy aprendiendo mucho
y prosperando en La
Promesanr.

Estas son las palabras
de la estudiante de noveno
grado Kimberly Rivas en el
campus de experiencia en
dos idiomas y recién llega-
dos de Aldine ISD, La
Promesa.

Kimberly Rivas

Kimberly llegé a los Es-
tados Unidos desde El Sal-
vador a través de una
caravana. Vivia con su
abuela, pero habian pasa-
do nueve afios desde que
habia visto a su madre.
Aunque asustada y con
solo un poco de dinero, hizo
el viaje sola, lo que de-
scribié como aterrador.
Ahora, viviendo con su
madre, su padrastro y sus
dos hermanas, vio la his-
toria sobre La Promesa en
una estacién de noticias
local en espanol. El cam-
pus sonaba como un ajuste
adecuado para ella.

Elizabeth B. Iglesias, la

especialista en partici-
pacién familiar de la escue-
la, describié a Kimberly
como una base bésica en el
idioma inglés cuando llegé.
Desde entonces se ha sen-
tido comoda y habla inglés
regularmente. Iglesias
agregé que a Kimberly
también le esta yendo bien
en la escuela.

Al principio, Kimberly
pensé6 que la escuela solo
ofreceria un entorno de
aprendizaje. El enfoque
estaria Unicamente en el
aprendizaje del idioma in-
glés. En cambio, encontré
un lugar donde podia ha-
blar tanto su lengua ma-
terna, el espanol, como su
nuevo idioma adoptado, el
inglés. Kimberly atribuye
su progreso en el apren-
dizaje de un nuevo idioma
y escuela al estimulo para
usar ambos idiomas. No se
siente «perdida» en clase o
con un nuevo concepto.
Kimberly puede hacer pre-
guntas en espanol para
asegurarse de que en-
tiende. Pero también
siente que estd haciendo
un progreso significativo
en la comunicacién en in-
glés: se esfuerza por apren-
der una nueva palabra
cada dia. Kimberly tam-
bién se sorprendi6 grata-
mente de que esté
obteniendo toda la experi-
encia tradicional de la es-
cuela secundaria, como el
regreso a casa y las activ-
idades después de la escue-
la.

Kimberly, que suena
con convertirse en doctora
en su futuro, ya tiene al-
gunas cosas favoritas.
Ademads de amar el futbol,
la musica, el baile y el can-
to, su clase favorita es
Algebra 1,y su maestro fa-
vorito es el Sr. Martinez
(Christopher Martinez). E1
algebra es un desafio, pero
Kimberly dice que trabaja
duro y le gusta obtener re-
sultados positivos. Ella
disfruta de la clase de Mar-

tinez porque él hace que su
clase y aprendizaje sean
divertidos. También moti-
va a los estudiantes y si-
empre esta dispuesto a
escuchar y prestar aten-
cion a los estudiantes.

Aunque solo estd en su
primer ano, Kimberly dice
que ya esté siendo afecta-
da por su tiempo en La
Promesa.

Siempre he querido ser
médico, pero senti que era
algo demasiado lejano para
llegar. Ahora, ese suefio
parece mas una posibil-
idad. Sé que puedo hacer-
lo realidad, especialmente
porque tengo mucho apoyo
en La Promesa para ayu-
darme a tener éxito. Aqui,
me siento comodo porque
la gente habla mi idioma
nativo. Nosotros (los estu-
diantes) estamos aprendi-
endo mejor debido a la
experiencia de dos idiom-
as. La Promesa se siente
como una familia. Muchos
estudiantes han dejado
atrés a sus familias y ami-
gos y todo. Es una situ-
acién dificil para nosotros,
y esta escuela nos ayuda a
mantener el rumbo y man-
tenernos positivos. La
Promesa fue creada pre-
cisamente para eso, para
estudiantes como yo», dijo
Kimberly.

Ella espera graduarse
con la Clase de 2025.La
Promesa

Univisién 45 entrevisto
a la Superintendente Dra.
LaTonya M. Goffney. Haga
clic en la imagen para ver
la historia en inglés y es-
pariol.

La Promesa, una opcién
de Escuela de Opcién para
familias y estudiantes,
abri6 en el otono de 2021
para estudiantes de no-
veno grado. La escuela se-
cundaria agregard un nivel
de grado a partir del ano
escolar 2022-2023 para
servir a los estudiantes de
noveno y décimo grado. La
escuela planea expandirse

al grado 12 en el afio esco-
lar 2024-2025.

La Promesa se enfoca
exclusivamente en estudi-
antes nuevos en este pais,
especificamente estudi-
antes que han vivido tres
0 menos anos en los Esta-
dos Unidos y son de paises
que no hablan inglés o
tienen un dominio limita-
do del inglés. El plan de
estudios aborda sus
necesidades sociales, indi-
viduales y académicas tni-
cas. El campus es uno de
los programas que sur-
gieron del plan estratégico
del distrito, A New Way
Forward.

Se ha pensado mucho y
se ha cuidado en esta es-
cuela. Nuestras comu-
nidades contintan siendo
mas diversas a medida que
las poblaciones inmigrant-
es de multiples paises cre-
cen y traen consigo una
amplia gama de habil-
idades y culturas a nues-
tras aulas. Sus historias de
resiliencia y supervivencia
son increibles, y nos inspi-
ran a todos con su deter-
minacién y perseverancia.
Esta escuela, este entorno,
los apoyara ain més a me-
dida que avanzan hacia el
éxito», dijo la Superinten-
dente Dra. LaTonya M.
Goffney.

Los estudiantes de La
Promesa y los lideres a niv-
el de distrito y escuela par-
ticipan en la ceremonia de
corte de cinta el 5 de octu-
bre de 2021.

La Promesa es una es-
cuela independiente aloja-
da dentro de Aldine High
School. Los estudiantes se
graduaran de La Promesa.
Trabajando con Aldine HS,
los estudiantes de La
Promesa tienen la opor-
tunidad de expandir sus
horizontes a través de las
actividades que comparten
como escuela dentro de
una escuela. La escuela es
como cualquier otro cam-
pus, incluyendo tener lab-
oratorios de ciencias y
aulas totalmente equipa-
das. El distrito se asoci6
con Internationals Net-
work y muchos otros para
crear un programa especi-
fico para los recién llega-
dos. Cada curso tiene
instruccion de aprendizaje
de inglés incorporada en
sus lecciones. Los estudi-
antes trabajan para mejo-
rar sus habilidades de
alfabetizacion todo el dia,
todos los dias. Ademas de
los servicios de inglés como
segundo idioma, Aldine
ISD también aborda las
necesidades socioemocion-
ales especiales de los estu-
diantes, como dejar a la

familia en su familia en su
pais de origen.

Estar en un pais difer-
ente puede ser aterrador e
intimidante, aprender un
nuevo idioma, cultura y
sistema escolar. Algunos
de nuestros estudiantes
han abandonado sus pais-
es de origen por necesidad.
Algunos estan aqui sin sus
familias. Algunos tienen
historias tan poderosas
que te hacen llorar. Todos
vienen aqui con el objeti-
vo. Un sueno. Una prome-
sa de algo mejor: una vida
mejor para su futuro y sus
familias. En La Promesa,
es importante que cada
estudiante se sienta como
en familia, aceptado y
apoyado. Sabemos que se
necesita un pueblo para
criar a nuestros hijos. Tra-
bajamos en estrecha colab-
oracion con nuestras
familias y socios comuni-
tarios para dar a nuestros
estudiantes oportunidades
de prosperar».

Aprenda maéas Visite
lapromesa.aldineisd.org o
Ilame al 281-448-5237
para obtener mas infor-
macién sobre la escuela y
céomo inscribirse para el
ano escolar 2022-2023.
Puede hacer clic en la im-
agen a continuacién para
inscribirse para el afio es-
colar 2022-2023.
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East Aldine Jazz

Fest,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and percussionist, Robert
Chapa Jr is from Houston,
Texas. Musicians such as Ig-
nacio Berroa, Michell Cami-
lo and David Garibaldi, is
where he gets his sound and
style from. Since the age of
three, Robert has been apart
of the Diaz Music Institute
where he studied the lan-
guage and art of Latin Amer-
ican Music . His upbringing
in the program has led him
to play with great musicians:
Brian Lynch, Tony Succar,
Ndugu Chancler and count-
less others. As he polishes
these skills and ambitions,
Robert remains committed to
his personal goals: achieving
projects of his own, becoming
another one of Houston’s
own dominating and upcom-
ing musicians in the world,
and contributing to the art of
bringing music to life.

Born and raised in Hous-
ton, Texas, Felix DeLeon
came from a family of
Church musicians and
learned at an early age how
to play by ear. Felix DeLeon
has been involved in numer-
ous recordings and concerts
across the nation. One spe-
cific recording won a Gram-
my Award and another
recording was nominated.
Recently Felix recorded on
John P. Kee’s single “I Made
It Out.” Felix released his
first single titled “Jade” in
April 2019 and is currently
an artist for Austin Winds,
which is a Texas based
Trumpet Company. Now,
Felix is in demand as a trum-
peter, pianist, composer, ar-

ranger and clinician. He
plays with various groups in
Houston, Texas and has es-
tablished himself as a diverse
musician in all genres of mu-
sic.

James Murphy is one of
the most sought-after saxo-
phonists in Houston. Hailing
from the traditions of the Tex-
as Tenors, his work is fea-
tured in the genres of Gosple,
Jazz, Hip Hop, Pop and R&B.
While attending MacArthur
HS and as a member of Diaz
Music Institute’s “Caliente,”
he performed with Dave Val-
entin, Patrice Rushen, Ndu-
gu Chancler, and Brenda K
Starr, among others. During
his professional career, he
performed with Eric Mari-
enthal, Randy Brecker, Igna-
cio Berroa, and Joe Sample,
just to name a few.

Clarinetist, Saxophonist
and Composer, Ernesto
Vega is a graduate of the
Higher Institute of Art in Ha-
vana, Cuba. At the age of sev-
enteen, Down Beat Magazine
recognized his interpretative
style on the clarinet recalling
the legendary jazz clarinetist,
Artie Shaw. In 2003, Vega
won the first prize at the Na-
tional Jazz contest Jojazz in
Havana Cuba. He performed
with the Lincoln Center Jazz
Orchestra and Wynton
Marsalis on their visit to
Cuba. Ernesto has collaborat-
ed with Cuban legends such:
Frank Emilio, Chucho
Valdés, Bobby Carcasses, Er-
nan Lopez Nussa, Jorge
Reyes, and Changuito among
others.

Family Day fun at Sylvester Turner

Park,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

vided a place to gather for
our seniors and the Zoomo-
bile brought some animals
to meet.

The Major League Base-
ball/Houston Astros Urban
Youth Academy at the
Park held youth baseball
games on three of the
park’s fields beginning at
12 noon.

Food was plentiful and
free. Feast on turkey legs,
hot dogs, sausage on a
stick, corn on the cob, na-
chos, popcorn and snow
cones.

Family Day at Sylvest-
er Turner Park is produced
by the Greater North
Houston Youth Alliance
and the Mayor’s Office of
Special Events. Special
thanks to the Houston Po-
lice Department for orga-
nizing security. Big thanks
to our sponsors: AT&T, Al-
dine ISD Police Depart-
ment, Amerigroup,
CenterPoint Energy, Coca-
Cola, Comcast, Precinct 1
Constable Alan Rosen, the
Harris County Sheriff’s
Office, HEB, the Houston
Astros Foundation, Infra-
mark, MLB/Houston As-
tros Urban Youth
Academy, Major League
Baseball, Pepsico, Plumb-
ers Local 68, Reddylce,
Turkey Leg Hut and the
following Houston City de-
partments: Police, Neigh-
borhoods, Parks and
Recreation, Public Works
and Solid Waste.

Mayor Turner and other city and state officials view the crowd from one of the
three performance stages at the Family Day event.

Having fun at the Turner Family Day event were some of our local officials, including
Judge Victor Trevino Ill with Gregory Hernandez, State Rep. Ana Hernandez, Mayor
Sylvester Turner, city official, and StateRep. Armando Walle.
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DIAZ MUSIC INSTITUTE presents

EAST ALDINE JAZZ FEST
SAT APRIL 23, 2022@ 3 PM - 7 PM

EAST ALDINE DISTRICT PARK AND AMPHITHEATER
2800 ALDINE MAIL RTE RD, HOUSTON, TX 77039

. FAMILY EVENT * ADMISSION: FREE
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TRUCKS, PETTING 200, VENGOR BODTHS, AND MORE

FOR SCHEOULE AND ARTISTS E E
[

S: MUSIC, FACE PAINTING, 00D

INFO SCAN OR CODE
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Avalos P-TECH Speech & Debate Proudly
Presents

SPRING FLING

ADMISSION:
11 & UNDER $1
12 & OVER $2

RAFFLE TICKETS: $1
CARNIVAL GAMES: $1

ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN BIG
PRIZES!
DYNAMO TICKETS
$100 GIFTCARDS
HOUSTON ZOO TICKETS
ASTROS TICKETS

April 29th
5:30-8:00 p.m.
Avalos P-TECH
2430 Aldine Mail Rt, Houston, TX 77039

Bring the family and enjoy food, games,
and purchase raffle tickets to win prizes!
(FOOD FOR SALE)

FRAME
YOUR
FUTURE

Summer
Open House
Saturday May 14

9am.-1p.m.
HCC Neorthline Campus
8001 Fulton Road

(Registration assistance, inform.

and fun / i (1

R 17 ¥ ¥ BN

REGISTER NOW

SUMMER | CLASSES BEGIN JUNE 6
SUMMER Il CLASSES BEGIN JULY 11

More in-person classes Computer Service/Network Tech
University transfer courses
High School Equivalency/GED

English as a Second Language (ESL)

Digital Communications

Electronics Technician

Process Operator/Instrumentation Tech
Petroleum Technician

Police, Fire, & EMS

Welding & Bilingual Welding

Air Conditioning Technician | & II
Bilingual AC Technician | &Il

Plumbing Technician | & II

Audio Recording Technology
Automotive & Diesel Repair
Auto Body/Collision Repair
Business Administration
Cosmetology

Certified Nurse Aide (CNA)

Acres Homes Campus | 630 W. Little York Road | Houston, TX 77091
Northline Campus | 8001 Fulton Street | Houston, TX 77022

North Forest Campus | 6010E. Little York Road | Houston, TX 77016
Northeast Campus | 555 Community College Drive | Houston, TX 77013
Automotive Tech. Training Center | 4638 Airline Drive | Houston, TX 77022

713.718.8300 e
g ¥ .Uc

statuz. The
13718571 r Institutional

HCC does not diseriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, ger dsrexp eai nal crigin, ags, disability, saxus| of
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East Aldine District
COMMUNITY NEWS

East Aldine law
enforcement gets two
major boosts

Public safety in East Aldine will get upgrades with the hiring of
additional patrol deputies and the creation of a law enforcement
training academy.

The East Aldine Management District recently funded a
contract with the Harris County Sheriff’s Office to add an overnight
shift of deputies to patrol commercial corridors and
neighborhoods. There will be a total of 21 deputies under contract
with the district.

Lt. Mike Santos, a 19-year veteran of the Sheriff’s Office, will
lead the team of contract deputies. (In addition to the deputies
who patrol the unincorporated areas of Harris County for the
Sheriff's Office, management districts, subdivisions and other
entities are allowed to pay for extra protection).

Santos, a 1988 graduate
of MacArthur High School,
worked previously in the
East Aldine area as a
deputy and with the FBI
anti-gang and narcotics
task forces through the
Sheriff’s Office.

Santos and other
members of his new team
recently met with East
Aldine area residents about
their crime and public
safety concerns. Among
several issues, residents
pointed out the rise in
catalytic converter thefts
from vehicles, a crime that frequently occurs at night.

“People also wanted to know if we can patrol their
neighborhoods at night (the answer is yes) and there were many
complaints about loud music,” Santos said.

Another issue is late-night and early morning motor vehicle
accidents involving intoxicated drivers, who may have been
patrons of illegal “after-hours” clubs and cantinas operating in the
area.

Under the contract with the District, the Sheriff’s Office
operates a Differential Response Team whose responsibilities
range from investigating nuisances such as illegal dumping,
graffiti, illegal game rooms, sexually oriented businesses, after-
hours clubs, gang activity and drug trafficking.

That means that the three different shifts of officers will likely
be doing different law enforcement activities, Santos said. For
example, “residential burglaries frequently occur during the day,
when residents aren’t home, so that’s what the day shift officers
are responding to. Later shifts are busy going after the really bad
guys,” Santos said.

Santos owns a home in East Aldine and said he maintains his
love for the community.

“The interesting thing about East Aldine is, that when people
come into Houston from (Bush) Intercontinental Airport, East
Aldine is the first neighborhood they’re going to see,” Santos said.
“We’ve got some large businesses, but we’re mainly a community
of small businesses owned by hard-working people. And, we've
got the best Mexican food in the world.”

Joyce Wiley, District board chair, said the board is pleased to
be able to expand the contract patrol deputy program.

“Not only will this move step up the ability of law enforcement
to stop crimes, it will also enhance our ability to boost economic
development in East Aldine,” she said. “We can draw even more
new businesses to our hard-working area when people have even
more confidence that your neighborhoods, shopping centers and
industrial areas are being watched closely by the men and women
in uniform who keep us safe every day.”

The District will continue to operate a Sheriff’s Office
“storefront” in the East Aldine Town Center, where residents can
get help with reporting non-emergency crimes such as identity
theft, learning crime deterrence techniques and proper installing
child safety seats.

As the District steps up
its law enforcement efforts,
Lone Star College is
launching a new Law
Enforcement Training
Academy at its campus in
the Town Center.

College Chancellor
Stephen C. Head, Ph.D.,
said the new academy also will boost public safety by teaching
future law enforcement officers how to protect their communities.

“We are honored to be able to help in those efforts,” Head said.

Students will receive classroom instruction and engage in
hands-on training to learn the basic skills required for police work
and to prepare for the state exam that can earn the license to
become an officer anywhere in the state.

Day and evening classes will be offered at the Lone Star East
Aldine campus. Coincidentally, the campus is next to the Sheriff’s
Office secure 911 call center.

The first daytime classes will start June 13; the first night
classes, will start October 3. Each academy class will be limited to
30 students.

The course consists of academic, physical fitness and hand-on
skills training that will equip students with the background needed
for a successful career in law enforcement. Courses are available
for full time students during the days for six months and for part
time students at night for 11 months.

— by Anne Marie Kilday

TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 2022
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