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NEWS
NOTES

Aldine Region
Comprehensive
Study (ARCS)
Meetings

Tuesday, June 21
6 p.m.to 7:30 p.m.

Aldine High School
11101 Airline Drive,
Houston, TX 77037

Thursday, June 23
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

East Aldine Manage-
ment District

2909 E. Aldine Amphi-
theatre Drive, Houston,
TX 77039

Saturday, June 25
10 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

James Driver Park
Basketball Pavilion
(Outdoors)

10918 Bentley Street,
Houston, TX 77093

METRO offers
Free Bus Rides
to students this
summer

Students Ride FREE
this summer on METRO
buses and Light Rail,
with a Discounted
METRO Q Fare Card.

Free Rides are from
June 1 to August 31,
2022.

Learn more about
this Free Ride at
RideMETRO.org/Free or
scan the QR code on
page 6 of this issue.

Sheriff's

Storefront
Office has
Reopened

The Harris County
Sheriff’s Office Store-
front at the East Aldine
Town Center Building
has reopened to the
public. The office is
located in the East
Aldine District Building,
on East Aldine Amphi-
theater Drive, off Aldine
Mail Route.

La Oficina del Harris
County Sheriff en East
Aldine Town Center Ya
esta ABIERTA.

Keith Wiess Fishing Pier

Fish at the Pier June 25. See Story

Two Big Father’s Day events in Aldine

Family Activites for a full day, and Fishing in the Evening on June 25

By Gilbert Hoffman

ALDINE - For Father’s
Day the East Aldine Dis-
trict has planned a day full
of events for families and
fathers this Saturday,
June 25 at several venues.
Calling the celebration
“Father’s Family Fun Day”
it will start at 3pm at the
East Aldine Amphitheatre
on the Aldine Mail Route
campus, and include
events at the Lone Star
College retention lake, and
the fishing pier at Keith
Wiess park.

Organizers say most
events will occur at the
Amphitheatre and the
lawn in front of the pavil-
ion, including a boxing
demonstration, tent build-

Beat the Heat at the East Aldine District Father’'s Family Fun Day on Saturday,
June 25. Family activities will occur at the Amphitheatre, the lake behind Lone
Star College, the fishing piers at Keith Wiess Park, and the Splash Pad seen here.

Families enjoy

Summer Fair event

Safer Together with COVID shots,

Zumba, music, food, prizes

By Julieta Paita

The Summer Fair was
part of the Safer Together
campaign aimed to combat
Covid-19 by increasing the
percentage of vaccinated
people in the Aldine and
surrounding areas.

The Safer Together
campaign will end the last
day of June and the Sum-
mer Fair was one the main
events which marks the
ending of the campaign.

Providers in the medical

field were on site giving information about
their services. There was also entertain-
ment for adults with a zumba session and
kids with a bouncy house, musical chairs,
pop the ballon with legs and sack race
games where every winner received a
prize. Gifts to participants where given
throughout the event when they regis-

tered for the free raffle.

Bonding Against Adversity would like
to give a big thanks to all of the sponsors
who made this event possible, specifical-
ly to East Aldine Management District for

Continued. See
Summer Fair, Page 8
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ing contest, rock climbing,
music with a DJ, food
trucks, and more fun activ-
ities. You will even be able
to get a free haircut, to look
your best for Father’s Day!

A boat race will start
with actual boat building
in the Fab Lab shops at
BakerRipley, and then the
race will take place on the
retention lake behind Lone
Star College. Fathers and
their children will work to-
gether as a team in this
event.

With record heat expect-
ed this weekend, the Dis-
trict reminds you to bring
chairsand blankets for sit-

Continued. See
Father’s Fun Day,
Page 8

Aldine Safety meeting

hears Pct2 Garcia, Sheriff

Adrian Garein

Pct. 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia, and Sheriff Ed Gonzalez
presented information about public safety in Aldine to the meeting

group last Saturday, and answered questions.

By Gilbert Hoffman
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Crystal UHD

The winner of the TV Drawing at the Summer Fair, SANDRA LUNA,
gets a big congratulations from BAA Exec. Director Mariana Sanchez.

ALDINE - Residents of the Aldine area
gathered at the East Aldine District build-
ing last Saturday, after the Summer Fair
event, to hear Commissioner Adrian Gar-
cia and Sheriff Ed Gonzalez update the
community on efforts underway to reduce
gun violence and other types of crimes.

Billed as a meeting to discuss Public
Safety, Garcia went into a lengthy disser-
tation on what that term actually means,
and what investment the County has
made to reduce crime and increase safe-
ty. His main point was that to achieve
improvement in Public Safety, you have
to view three components: Cops, Courts,
and Community. He then detailed actions
that the county and his precinct have tak-
en to improve safety in each category.

Garcia started with a
video about ShotSpotter, a
new technology that allows
the Sheriff’s deputies to lo-
cate gunfire precisely, and
know what type of gun has
been set off. Shotspotter is
a trial program, for 3
years, costing the Precinct
about $780,000. The Sher-
iff said the program has
been very effective, and in
the first year resulted in
about 55 arrests and 44
guns removed from the
streets.

Garcia also discussed

Continued. See Public
Safety Meeting, Page 6
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BEST OF HAWAII
FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

12 days, departs year-round

Qahu - Hawaii Island - Kauai -
Maui — Enjoy a fully guided
4-island Hawaiian vacation with
centrally located lodging in
Waikiki on Oahu, and beachfront
lodging on the “Big Island” of
Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui. Guided
throughout by our friendly Tour
Directors—your local experts,
Includes 3 inter-island flights.

GRAND ALASKAN
CRUISE & TOUR
12 days, departs May - Sep 2023

Vancouver - Ketchikan «
Juneau - Skagway - Glacier
Bay « Anchorage - Denali «
Anchorage - and more — Visit
Denali National Park and Glacier
Bay National Park on the same
incredible trip! Cruise through
the Gulf of Alaska and the Inside
Passage as you discover the
best of the Frontier State by land
and by sea.

CRIMSON CANYONS
& MESAS NATIONAL
PARKS TOUR

10 days, departs Apr - Sep 2023
Grand Canyon - Bryce Canyon
Zion « Capitol Reef « Arches

& Canyonlands - and more

— Experience the stunningly

red rocks of these 6 iconic
southwestern national parks.
Travel through deserts, forests,
mountains, and to the very edge
of the Grand Canyon on this tour.

CAL
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Leticia loads a tray with
good eats

E. MT. HOUSTON at Pan Riko...

y A
5216 Aldine Mail Rte.
\ 281-442-1991

Wednesday
3 Bolillos for $1)

g Open for (more) )

Business?

Be sure to let everyone
know you are now open
with a small notice in this
newspaper.

Thank you.

NORTHEAST NEWS
713-266-3444
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H.U.D.
Efficiency/
One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly
and Disabled

« UTILITIES &
APPLIANCES FURNISHED
ELIGIBILITY:
 Age 62 or older
* Disabled
* Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:

W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

NEWS
NOTES

Aldine ISD
statement on
School Security

In the wake of the
mass school shooting in
Uvalde, Texas last week,
the Aldine ISD District has
issued the following
statement about their
security protocols:

The safety and
security of Aldine ISD’s
students and staff will
always be the districts top
priority. To that end, the
district is fortunate to
have its own full-time
Police Department that
includes officers who are
assigned to all high
schools and middle
schools, and patrol the
other campuses and
district facilities. Aldine
PD officers are on duty 24
hours a day, seven days a
week. Because of this,
Aldine ISD does not
implement the school
marshal program. The
only authorized firearms
on our campuses are
carried by fully-licensed
police officers.

All 82 campuses have
metal detectors that are
used eveeryday during
the school year. All high
schools and middle
schools have police
officers assigned to their
campuses.

COMMUNITY
WATCH

Large Trash Fire in The Eastex -

Jensen Area

Houston Fire Department battled a large trash
fire on Wednesday morning, June 8th starting
around 10:45. The fire was located at 4515
Terrell, Houston 77093 according to the depart-
ment.

There were no reported injuries in the fire
fight, and the amount of property saved was not
available. The cause was listed as “Unintentional
(abandoned or discarded materials or products).”

Firefighters arrived on scene within five
minutes to find a large trash fire about a half-
acre in size. Crews made an attack on the fire
and contained it from spreading. Rehab was
requested for the firefighters due to the heat.
They extinguished the fire within about an hour
and a half. Crews from Stations 32, 19, 34, 56 and
30 responded to this incident.

Fatal Crash at 11000 Homestead
Road

Houston police are investigating a fatal hit-
and-run crash at 11000 Homestead Road about
10:10 p.m. on Saturday (June 11).

The identity of a deceased male victim, 34, and
a female victim, 32, are pending verification by
the Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences.

HPD Vehicular Crimes Division Sergeant D.
Rose and Officer J. Trevino reported:

A red Chevrolet Corvette and a black GMC
pickup truck were racing at high rates of speed at
the above address when the Corvette struck the
pickup truck, causing the truck to leave the
roadway and strike multiple trees. Houston Fire
Department paramedics pronounced the male
driver and female passenger of the truck de-
ceased at the scene.

The driver of the Corvette did not stop to
render aid and parked at a nearby residence.
Investigators interviewed the owner of the
Corvette. After consulting with members of the
Harris County District Attorney’s Office, it was
determined no charges would be filed at the time,
pending further investigation.

Anyone with information in this case or on the
wanted driver is urged to contact the HPD Hit
and Run Unit at 713-247-4072 or speak anony-
mously to Crime Stoppers at 713-222-TIPS.

Adopt a Pet This Spring!

The Harris County Pets Resource Center is among
the largest open-admission municipal shelters in the
region and, yet, faces daily overpopulation challenges.
Sadly, every Spring we see a huge jump in the num-
ber of cats and dogs in need. But there is a rewarding
way for you to help! By fos-
tering or adopting a dog or —
cat, you can give a loving pet . . |
the home they deserve. All
animals adopted are spayed
or neutered, are micro-
chipped, receive their vacci-
nations, and have their pet
license for Harris County.
You can find out more about
adopting or fostering a pet
by visiting the Harris Coun-
ty Pets website here, or call
(281) 999-3191 for more in-
formation.

Commissioner Garcia is committed to keeping seniors safe during
the hot summer months and will be offering 100 portable A/C units to
seniors who need it the most. Units will be availableona

QUALIFICATIONS

e Disabled Persons

e 60 years and older

* Fixed /low income

e Must Reside in Precinct 2
e Must APPLY by June 15th

Contact the Precinct 2 Call Center to see if you qualify

713-274-2222

5 ADRIAN <% e, .
GARCIA T, reliant.
COMMISSIONER s an NRG company

first come, first served basis.

The AC Units will be offered
to qualifying seniors or
individuals with disabilities
who have not received a unit
from any other program.

<ECING

GETHER

COUNTY
MATTERS

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo

TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2022

10% payment now required
on most Bail Bonds

Harris County, TX — TODAY, after
emotional remarks from family members
of victims of violent crime, the Harris
County Bail Bond Board voted to approve
a proposal offered by Treasurer Dylan
Osborne to enforce a 10% minimum down
payment for some defendants accused of
specific violent crimes to be bonded out
of jail. The action comes after a Houston
Chronicle investigation revealed that
some bond companies charge much less
than 10% or offer payment plans to bail
defendants out of jail. Commissioner
Adrian Garcia originally suggested the
measure via Resolution at Harris Coun-
ty Commissioners Court that was ap-
proved by a unanimous, bipartisan 5-0
vote.

Harris County Precinct 2 Commission-
er Adrian Garcia issued the following
statement:

“This is a victory for victims and a vic-
tory for public safety. It’s also a victory
for grieving families like the Castro’s and
the Alvarez’s. Since hearing how some
companies accept fractions of the stan-
dard 10% for bond, we knew we must act.
When someone is accused of a violent
crime but gets out of jail because they are
allowed to literally pay pennies to gain
their freedom, it puts the loved ones of
victims in a state of fear. I recognize this

does not fix all of our public safety con-
cerns, but it is a step in the right direc-
tion, and it will be a powerful tool. I am so
proud to have led on this issue by working
alongside some of the families of victims,
and I thank the members for their votes
in favor of this move.”

The rule mandates that a minimum per-
centage down payment be made by defen-
dants or their families to secure the release
of people accused of the following crimes:

Murder

Continuous Sexual Abuse of Child or
Disabled Individual

Attempted murder

Indecency with a Child

Capital Murder

Sexual Assault

Aggravated Kidnapping

Repeated Violation of Certain Court
Orders/Conditions of Bond for Family Vi-
olence, Child Abuse, Sexual Assault or
Abuse, Stalking, etc.

Engaging in Organized Crime Involv-
ing a Serious Violent or Sexual Offense

Continuous Violence Against the Fam-
ily

Aggravated Assault

Aggravated Robbery

Trafficking & Continuous Trafficking of
Persons

Sexual Act with a Child

BakerRipley aids Harris County
Child Tax Credit Initiative

In April, Harris County Judge Lina
Hidalgo released new data on the Coun-
ty’s efforts to increase adoption of the
Biden-Harris Administration’s expanded
child tax credit — a tax benefit designed
to help families raising children. Through
a county partnership with BakerRipley,
Harris County helped local low-income
families claim over $10 million in tax
credits — money that may otherwise
have gone unclaimed and will now be
used to help our local economy grow.

In October last year, Harris County

Commissioners Court approved $500,000
to help residents understand how to ap-
ply for and receive additional tax credits
through a partnership with BakerRipley.
The funds hired additional staff, support-
ed grassroots outreach, and allowed Bak-
erRipley to launch new mobile tax centers,
taking tax support into neighborhoods to
reach families who need it most. Overall,
the County’s initiative helped more than
6,000 families file their taxes at no cost
and with expert volunteer support, help-
ing them avoid filing fees.

SUMMER READING
PROGRAM:

Sign up for Summer
Reading today! All
throughout the summer,

gram. Track books read,
activities, and attend li-
brary programs for some
fun prizes. You can regis-
ter online by visiting
hcpl.beanstack.org or
come into the library.

BOOK CLUB:

You're invited to our
June book club on June
27th at 6pm. We will be
reading L.A. Weather by
Maria Amparo Escandén.
We have copies available
for checkout if you'd like

free of charge. Customers
are limited to one packet
of seed per person.

MAKE & PLAY MONDAYS:

Teens are welcome to a
weekly program with a
different challenge, craft,
games or other fun activi-
ties each week! Every
Monday at 3pm.

MAKING WAVES CRAFT
CLUB:

Ifyou'’re looking for fun
projects for the kids —than
the Library is the place for
you! Join us every

HIGH MEADOWS LIBRARY NEWS

MANGA CLUB:

School is out but Manga
Club is still in session! Stop
by every Thursday at 3pm

the library is celebrating for Manga Club! .

literacy through our ence or give back to your
Oceans of Possibilities STORYBOOK OPERA: community? The High
Summer Reading Pro- ARMADILLO’S DREAM: Meadows Library needs

Everyone is invited to
watch Storybook Opera on
Tuesday, June 21st at
1lam. Houston Grand Op-
era is proud to introduce a
new storybook, The Arma-
dillo’s Dream, by Dennis

When you register, come Arrowsmith and illustrated by th_e library and ask for

to the library and pick up by Eduard Hakobyan. Jennifer.

your free pass to the Chil- Based on a Bolivian folktale

dren’s Museum. and written by HGO’s own igmﬁNlNGs AT THE
Dennis Arrowsmith, this in- The High Meadows Li-

spiring and timely tale stars
an armadillo named Sandy
who lives on the Houston
bayou and dreams of sing-
ing. Though discouraged by
the creatures he meets,
Sandy is magically trans-
formed during a storm and

to join. his shell becomes a part of a

! production at HI())uston www.hcpl.net/about/ca-
SEED LIBRARY: Grand Opera. Feers.

Every week we will be DCAFE
debuting new seeds for BRIGHT STAR PRESENTS THE G"g CAFT’ 4 -
you to stop by and pick up  LITTLE MERMAID: very luesday we wi

Hilarious duo Lenny and
Mabel — “The Greatest Ac-
tors in the World” — provide
this fun take on Hans Chris-
tian Anderson’s classic fairy
tale, The Little Mermaid.
The story follows the adven-
tures of a mermaid who
wishes to become human
and win the heart of a hu-
man prince. This surprising
tale of love and loss explores
the difficulty of being your-
self in unfamiliar waters,
and is quite a bit different
from popular movie ver-
sions. See how with The Lit-
tle Mermaid on Saturday,

Wednesday at 3pm for a  June 25th at 12:30pm. :
fun ocean themed craft. ish.
BECOME A FRIEND OF THE
UNDER THE SEA LIBRARY: JENNIFER NANDLAL
STORYTIME: We need YOU to become ~ SRADULT PROGRAM

Ourstorytime hasbeen g friend of the library. We Sreciadal o0 o o
revamped for the summer.  are currently looking for in-

. 4500 ALDINE MAILRT I
Join us every Thursday at  dividuals who would like to  HOUSTON, TX 77039
11:15am for Under the help us form a group to be  839.997.5540
Sea Storytime! the voice of the community!

If you have what it takes,
please contact Jennifer at
jennifer.nandlal@hcpl.net.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
Want to make a differ-

volunteers to help us with
our Summer Reading Pro-
gram and to teach classes.
If you are interested in
helping with Summer
Reading Program or with
our Literacy classes, stop

brary is currently hiring!
We have two job openings
available: Assistant
Branch Manager - Youth
Services, and Library Ser-
vice Specialist. To view or
apply for these jobs, please
visit our website at

have representatives from
GRADcafé at the High
Meadows Library. GRAD-
café is a one-stop-shop of-
fering free services to help
you decide on a career, ex-
plore education and train-
ing options, apply to
college, and find the finan-
cial aid you need. Wheth-
er you want to attend
college to get a degree or
work on a certificate in a
professional trade, we are
here to guide you through
every step. You're never
too young or old to get
started. Services are avail-
able in English or Span-
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Aldine ISD Set to Host Greater
Houston Area Inaugural

In partnership with Dell and Ad-
vanced Learning Partners, the district
will host the Greater Houston Area In-
augural Esports Conference on July 20
at Davis High School.

Greater Houston Area Esports Con-
ference Details

Davis High School, 12525 Ella Blvd,
Houston, TX 77067Wednesday, July 20,
from 8:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.Keynote Speak-
er: Danny Martin, Co-founder and CEO
of EsposureThe event is open to admin-
istrators, teachers, students, and par-
ents.

Esports’ rapid rise in popularity
comes as no surprise since, among teen-
agers, 90% play video games. Unless
you have an avid gamer in the family,
you may not be aware of esports or com-
petitive gaming. It recently became an
officially sanctioned high school and col-
legiate sport. Less than a few years ago,
the National Federation of State High
School Associations (NFHS) first recog-
nized esports as an official sport. Since
then, more than 8,600 high schools have
started esports teams.

“I knew about gaming, but esports
is on another level,” said Joshua Hicks,
Aldine ISD coordinator of multimedia
events. “It is organized, competitive on-
line video gaming. There are leagues,
rankings, formats, and coaches. It’s be-
come serious business. Esports is very
popular and rapidly growing in the
Houston area.”

Esports tournaments offer peer con-
nections, college, and scholarship oppor-
tunities. Several companies across the
country are assisting schools in explor-
ing esports technology and educating
everyone on why esports is booming.

Hicks expects hundreds of enthusi-

asts — of all age levels — from across
the Houston area. The conference will
showcase gaming talent and the latest
gaming models from Dell. While there
will be gaming, the Aldine Club and oth-
er participants will see how esports
clubs foster leadership, scholarship, and
career opportunities in a growing field
(i.e., shoutcasting, graphic design, mar-
keting, and business). Presenters, pan-
els, and workshops will round out the
event for those seeking to start district,
school, and local esports clubs. Interest-
ed individuals can also visit the Aldine
Esports website.

Participants will also have an oppor-
tunity to work with the AISD Digital
Learning Department team members to
learn about recruiting, inclusionary
practices, conduct, and more. Students
and their parents will have sessions for
frequently asked questions, competitive
gameplay, and discussion about the ca-
reers offered in the gaming communi-
ty.

One major draw is esports entrepre-
neur and native Texan Danny Martin.
While in college, he developed his first
business, the Geekletes app. It is a web
platform where gamers connect to find
a tournament or host one — it also has
a physical space to meet. Martin, co-
founder and CEO of Esposure, has host-
ed more than 35 esports events. He also
is avid about speaking to students about
the gaming industry and STEM field op-
portunities.

“I don’t look like a gamer,” Martin
says. “I don’t look like someone who
knows technology. So I want people to
see that they can be whatever they
want. And hopefully, they have fun, too.
STEM should be fun.”

Juneteenth Day:

A Day of

Refletion and Celebration of

Freedom

¥ KX X

' Juneteenth:
A Celebration of

Freedom

A federal holiday marking the end of
slavery in the United States.

Juneteenth Independence Day hon-
ors African American freedom while en-
couraging self-development and respect
for all cultures and is a time for reflec-
tion and rejoicing. The U.S. Congress
has designated June 19 as “Juneteenth
Independence Day” (also called Free-
dom Day and Emancipation Day)to rec-
ognize the historical significance of
Juneteenth Independence Day to the
United States. The district encourages
everyone to learn more about the past,
to understand better the experiences
that have shaped this country. June-
teenth recognizes the end of slavery as
a part of the history and heritage of the
United States.

“As a school district, we are commit-
ted to equity and ensuring high out-
comes for all,” said Superintendent Dr.
LaTonya M. Goffney. “We have ensured
that our five-year strategic plan main-
tains our focus on high-quality teach-
ing and learning. That includes creating
systems that increase opportunities and
positive outcomes for all. We affirm our
commitment to ensuring all our stu-
dents learn in environments where they
feel safe and valued — where their voic-
es are heard. Together, we will contin-
ue to build diversity and inclusiveness.

“Juneteenth is also a time to high-
light the resilience, solidarity, and cul-
ture of the Black community. It is a time
to celebrate the freedoms and lives that
generations have fought to secure. I en-
courage everyone in our community to
explore the history of Juneteenth and
participate in local celebrations.”

Roshunda Jones-Koumba Accepts 2022
Excellence in Theatre Education Award
at Radio City Music Hall

Theater director Roshunda Jones-
Koumba traveled to New York City to
accept the 2022 Excellence in Theatre
Education Award at Radio City Mu-
sic Hall. Carnegie Mellon University
alumna, trustee, and Tony Award-
winner Tamara Tunie (actor, director,
producer) served on this year’s Excel-
lence in Theatre Education Award
judges’ panel. Tunie and CMU Presi-
dent Farnam Jahanian presented
Jones-Koumba with her award dur-
ing the Tony Awards Ceremony on
June 12, 2022.

The Tony Awards® organization
announced in late May that Jones-
Koumba had been named the recipi-
ent of this year’s award, which
recognizes a K-12 theatre educator in
the U.S. who has demonstrated mon-
umental impact on their students and
embodies the profession’s highest
standards. Jones-Koumba has long
lauded the collaboration and commu-
nity within the theater that supports
students pursuing the arts or non-art-
related fields. A panel selected Jones-
Koumba from among more than 5,000
entries.

CMU is home to the first degree
granting drama program in the Unit-
ed States. Since the award was co-
founded in 2014, CMU, the American
Theatre Wing, and The Broadway
League have recognized extraordi-
nary teachers across the country.

As she announced Jones-Koumba,
Tunie and Jahanian shared that im-
passioned endorsements from past
and present students and peers from
the Houston arts community helped
make Jones-Koumba the standout
winner.

Jones-Koumba received a standing
ovation as she came out to accept her
award. She thanked CMU, the Amer-

ican Theatre Wing, and The Broad-
way League for honoring her with the
distinguishing award; she thanked
her parents, her husband, her theater
partner, Jabari Collins, her family,
mentors, and the late Clarence Lee
Turner. She also acknowledged the
Aldine Independent School District,
Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner, and
the Acres Homes Community as
champions of the arts. Jones-Koum-
ba also thanked her students at Carv-
er High School and the school’s
Panther Players Troupe 6753, citing
that they are her inspiration and her
reason why.

“The arts, especially for Black and
Brown communities, provide a fertile
soil with which our students flourish.
We must continue to enrich them with
our love and a passion for the arts,
which shows them that even the un-
attainable is possible. I accept this
award on behalf of all the arts educa-
tors who work tirelessly to ensure
their students have a safe space to be
seen and heard. And as Maya Angelou
reminds us, ‘Do it with some passion,
some compassion, some humor, and
some style. Thank you.”

Jones-Koumba re-
ceived $10,000 for her
| theatre program and

| tickets to be able to ac-
cept her award at the
Tony Awards and at-
tend the Gala.

Jones-Koumba is
currently in her 18th
year of education. She
has dedicated all those
years to AISD stu-
dents, especially her
theater students at
Carver High School for
Engineering, Applied
Technology and The Arts. In 2020,
Jones-Koumba was inducted into the
Texas Thespians Hall of Fame and re-
ceived the inaugural Arts Educator of
the Year from the TUTS Leading La-
dies organization. She was TxETA’s
2017 Educator of the Year and Aldi-
ne ISD Carver High School’s teacher
of the year in 2009 and 2014. As the
Carver Panther Players Director, the
troupe has been successful on the
state and national level at UIL One-
Act Play (OAP) contests, Tommy Tune
Awards, Texas Thespians State, and
International Thespian Festival. Most
recently, Jones-Koumba received the
Stephen Schwartz Musical Theatre
Teacher of the Year Award and the
International Thespian Society Inspi-
rational Theatre Educator Award.
The ASCAP Foundation presented
the Stephen Schwartz Award. The
award represents the highest level of
achievement for a middle or high
school theatre teacher.

Jones-Koumba is a Board member
of the Texas Education Theatre Asso-
ciation (TxETA), Texas Thespians,
Black Theatre Educator’s #39 Caucus,
and UIL OAP Advisory Committee.
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Juneteenth commemorates the
emancipation of those enslaved in the
United States. On June 19, 1865, the
announcement of the abolition of sla-
very and the freedom of enslaved Afri-
can Americans reached the people in
Galveston, Texas. The news came two
years after The Emancipation Procla-
mation was issued. That day began the
tradition of celebrating Freedom Day.
The news created an annual celebration
to remember the past and to look to the
future. Juneteenth is celebrated annu-
ally with gatherings, parades, and spe-
cial programs. Texas was the first state
to establish it as a holiday in 1979.

In 2021, Juneteenth became a fed-
eral holiday. The Juneteenth National
Independence Day Act is the first new
legal public holiday created since Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Day was signed into
law in 1983 by Ronald Reagan.

Share how you will observe and cel-
ebrate Juneteenth using the hashtags
#Juneteenth and #AldineForward on
social media.

Juneteenth Resources and
Activities:

18 Children’s Books to Honor June-
teenth and Black HistoryNational Mu-
seum of African American History &
CultureNMAAHC Kids —
Understanding and Celebrating
JuneteenthHistory.comlearningForJustice.org
(formerly Teaching Tolerance)
Events in the Houston Area
Houston Chronicle (June 1, 2022)City
of Houston-Mayor’s OfficeEmancipa-
tion Park

International
Film Festival
Honors Aldine

ISD Short Film

Luke Rabalais, pictured with wife Kristen
Rabalais at CLAIFF showcase

On Saturday, June 11, 2022, at the
Barrientos Mexican American Cultur-
al Center in Austin, TX, the Cine Las
Americas International Film Festival
(CLAIFF) showcased “The Story of La
Promesa,” an Aldine ISD original short
film at their first annual Teach for
America feature.

We are so proud of our Multimedia
Specialist Luke Rabalais, the “one-man-
band” filmmaker behind all of our vid-
eos. From screenwriting, interviewing
(in English and Spanish), filming, and
editing, to even composing music, from
beginning to end, this video serves as
one of many examples of Rabalais’ tal-
ent and we are appreciative of the com-
mitment and heart he puts into telling
the Aldine story.

“I regularly tear up when I'm edit-
ing videos. I tell my coworkers it’s just
allergies [laughing]. But really, inter-
viewing these La Promesa students
changed something foundational in me
and I'll never be the same. Listen to
them! You'll get it. Listen and see how
beautiful life can be when walking that
path of conviction, gratitude, and just
living with such a love for other people.
I want to be like them when I grow up
[laughing].”
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Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo

We must act to stop
Gun Violence
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Over the past month, our nation has yet
again endured violent deaths from mass
shootings and gun violence. In Buffalo, we all
witnessed the brutal attack driven by racism
and hate that left 13 people dead at a grocery
store. 17 people were shot during a mass
shooting in downtown Milwaukee. And we are
all still mourning the loss of two teachers and
19 innocent children murdered at Robb Ele-
mentary School in Uvalde. This violence shows
no sign of letting up — between May 24th, the
day of the Uvalde tragedy, and June 6th, there
have been 33 additional mass shootings, in-
cluding multiple mass shootings here in Harris
County. No one is immune from this bloody
plague.

Today, our nation and our county is in the
midst of a vital conversation about violent
crime and what needs to be done to prevent it.
The truth is, we cannot talk about addressing
violent crime without talking about the role
that guns play in fueling it. On the same day as
the tragedy in Uvalde, we released new data
from Harris County’s Institute for Forensic
Sciences from which the conclusion could not be
more clear — we are not just suffering from a
rise in homicides, but also from a rise in the
percentage of homicides caused by guns. In
2018, gunshot wounds caused 76% of homicides
in Harris County. In 2021, that number was
84%. This year’s percentage is at 87%. And we
aren’t unique. Statewide, the rate of gun
homicides in Texas increased 90% between
2011 and 2020, from a little over 3 deaths per
100,000 people to about 6 deaths per 100,000.

You’d think after decades of enduring trage-
dy after tragedy, our nation and our state
would have had enough and passed common
sense gun safety laws to save lives. But no.
Texas has actually moved in the opposite
direction and eliminated some of the few
common sense gun regulations we had. Last
year our state legislature passed an extreme
permitless carry law which makes it legal to
carry a concealed weapon without training or a
permit. And yet, polls show a broad coalition of
Americans oppose permitless carry and support
background checks and other common sense
gun safety initiatives. The majority of Ameri-
cans know that when it comes to fighting
violent crime, keeping guns out of the hands of
dangerous people is an essential part of the
solution.

So we must continue fighting every way we
can here at the County level. We’ve made
historic investments to fund law enforcement
and other smart-and-tough on crime initiatives
in Harris County. Our $1.4 billion budget for
justice and safety this year is bigger than any
other time in Harris County history. We’re also
investing in youth crime prevention initiatives
and targeted enforcement in high crime micro-
zones. We're addressing blight and pushing to
shrink our criminal court backlog. We've also
worked with law enforcement and other anti-
crime groups like Moms Demand Action to
educate the community about how to store guns
safely and distribute gun locks. And on the
same day we lost 19 children and two teachers
in Uvalde, Harris County Commissioner’s
Court declared June Gun Violence Prevention
Month in Harris County to honor victims of
these senseless tragedies.

We'll never stop pushing our state legislature
and congress to do what is right — to act to stop
our children, our family, our best friends, our
neighbors from being murdered by weapons of
war in schools, grocery stores, movie theaters,
churches, or anywhere else you can imagine.

Sincerely,

Lina Hidalgo

By Gary Borders

Anti-qun Violence Protests and
more School Safety Measures

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

Anti-gun violence pro-
tests were held in multiple
cities across the state over
the weekend, while the
state has imposed addi-
tional measures designed
to strengthen school secu-
rity.

Texas State Universi-
ty’s Advanced Law En-
forcement Rapid Response
T r a inimng
(ALERRT) program will
be provided to all Texas
school districts. The course
is “designed to improve in-
tegration between law en-
forcement, fire,
tele-communicator and
emergency medical servic-
es in active attack/shooter
events,” according to its
website.

Gov. Greg Abbott also
requested ALERRT to pro-
vide an after-the fact de-
brief of the school shooting
at Robb Elementary in
Uvalde once the ongoing
investigation is complete.

“We sadly recognize we
cannot do anything to
bring back the precious
lives that were taken; how-
ever, we must do every-
thing in our power to
prevent the same tragic
ending from happening
again,” reads the gover-
nor’s letter.

In addition, the Texas
Education Agency has
been directed to create the
position of Chief of School
Safety and Security. The
chief will be a “recognized
expert on school security
and public safety issues,
an effective coordinator of
multidisciplinary teams, a
resource to school districts
and the legislature, and
effective at implementing
programs,” according to a
TEA news release.

POLICE CHIEF EXPLAINS
DELAY IN CONFRONTING
SHOOTER

The Uvalde schools po-
lice chief explained the de-
lay in confronting the
gunman who killed 19 chil-
dren and two teachers by
saying he couldn’t obtain
a key to locked classroom
door.

“The only thing that
was important to me at
this time was to save as
many teachers and chil-
dren as possible,” Pete
Arredondo said in a Texas
Tribune report. He said he
tried dozens of keys that
failed to work.

“Each time I tried a key
I was just praying,”
Arredondo said. It took 77

STA'I:E CAPITAL HIG‘HLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

minutes after the May 24
massacre began for offic-
ers to unlock the door and
kill the gunman. Besides
the Department of Public
Safety, Arredondo is the
only other law enforce-
ment official to give a pub-
lic account of the police
response to the shooting.
In addition to the state
probe,t he
U.S. Department of
Justice has launched a re-
view of the police response.

FIRST MONKEYPOX CASE
IN TEXAS CONFIRMED

A single case of monkey-
pox virus infection was
confirmed in a Dallas
County resident who had
recently traveled interna-
tionally, the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health
Services has announced.

“Monkeypox is trans-
mitted to humans through
close contact with an in-
fected person or animal. It
can also be transmitted
from person to person by
inhaling large respiratory
droplets or through close
contact with body fluids
and lesions, as well as bed-
ding and other contami-
nated materials. Those
infected may experience
fever, rash and swollen
lymph nodes, as well as
more serious complica-
tions,” the DSHS release
said.

The patient is in quar-
antine at home. DSHS said
the virus does not current-
ly present risks to the gen-
eral public, though it is
reaching out to passengers
who might have been ex-
posed to the patient on a
flight from Mexico to Dal-
las.

A DRIER AND WARMER
MAY FOR MUCH OF STATE
May brought some rain
but not as much as hoped,
according to Dr. Mark

NORTHEAST*NEWS

5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX 77057
(713) 266-3444 « FAX (713) 977-1188
email: nenewsroom@aol.com
website: www.nenewsroom.com

Founded in 1977 by Vic & Donna Mauldin

Gilbert Hoffman Editor & Publisher
Mei-Ing Hoffman Associate Publisher
Willie G Glasgow. Marketing Executive
Kristan Hoffman Website Editor
Julieta Paita Assignment Editor

Gerardo Hernandez

Asst. Production Mgr.

Jamail, Kristan Hoffman

nenewsroom@aol.com

Contributing Writers: Mike Keeney, Charlotte Jackson, Allan

Published each Tuesday by GrafikPress Corp. Any erroneous statement which
may appear will be corrected when brought to the attention of the publisher.
Liability for errors is limited to the reprinting of the corrected version. Sub-
missions are encouraged, in person, by mail, by Fax, or by email, to

Founding Member North Houston Chamber (now Houston Intercontinental)
Member Texas Press Association

Wentzel, hydrologist for
the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board.

“This May’s modest
rainfall and high temper-
atures combined to pro-
vide only small
improvements in drought
conditions across our
state,” Wentzel wrote. “Ev-
ery little bit counts, but
that little bit of recovery is
disappointing considering
that May has historically
been the wettest month of
the year for Texas.”

Drought conditions cov-
ered 78% of the state by
the end of May.

ELECTRICITY DEMANDS
BREAKING RECORDS

As temperatures soared
across the state during the
first days of June, demand
for electricity set daily and
monthly records, according
to numbers released last
Friday by the Electric Re-
liability Council of Texas
and reported in the San
Antonio Express-News.

Triple-digit tempera-
tures were reported across
the state over the weekend
— several days before the
official first day of sum-
mer.

ERCOT asked power
generators to defer main-
tenance over the weekend
to ensure adequate gener-
ating power.

“ERCOT will continue
to deploy all available tools
to manage the grid reliably
and coordinate closely
with the Public Utility
Commission, generation
resource owners and
transmission utilities to
ensure they are also pre-
pared for the warm weath-
er across the state,”
Christy Penders with ER-
COT said.

AGENCY RELEASES LATEST
COVID-19 WORKERS’
COMP CLAIM TALLY

The number of workers
compensation claims relat-
ed to COVID-19 claims
reached 83,000 in May,
with 448 fatalities report-
ed to the Division of Work-
ers’ Compensation. Just
more than half of these
claims and fatalities in-
volved first responders
and correctional officers.

Most of the claims paid
were to compensate people
for lost wages.

COVID-19 CASES
UNCHANGED IN LAST
WEEK

The number of new
COVID-19 cases reported
in Texas during the past
week stayed essentially
unchanged, with 47,582
reported by
the Coronavirus Resource
Center at Johns Hopkins
University. A total of 77
deaths were
recorded. DSHS reported
1,488 lab-confirmed COV-
ID-19 hospitalizations, up
27% from the previous
week.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches
and Cedar Park.

Email: ghorders@texaspresscom.
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

“White
Dresses”

I’'ve been under some
stress lately.

I've written a novel, and
now I have to wait to find
someone who thinks it’s
worth publishing. (I hap-
pen to think it is, for the
record.) So, while I wait, I
get more and more ner-
vous.

I know all the standard
advice for this, and I try to
follow it. I try to get plen-
ty of sleep. (But how am I
supposed to sleep when I
don’t know what will hap-
pen tomorrow?!) I try to
eat healthy foods at
healthy times. (But how
am I supposed to avoid
snacking at midnight
when I'm roaming around
the house like a nervous
ghost, unable to sleep?!) I
listen to guided medita-
tions where this super-
calm voice tells me that
“everything is happening
in perfect timing.” But this
meditation was recorded
years ago, and there’s no
telling if the timing of
things might Thave
changed since then (what
with the pandemic and
all), and I realize I haven’t
heard a word she’s said for
the last several minutes.

I told my doctor I was
stressed, and she offered
me some sort of serotonin
pills, which do absolutely
nothing as far as I can tell,
so I forget to take them. I
could reduce my coffee in-
take but, come on, I don’t
want to be stressed and
dead, so what’s the point
in that? I try to read books,
but I start to wonder who
published them and how
long the author had to wait
before they were published
and if they went crazy in
the meantime and if they
had some sort of secret
edge and how could I get
that edge and then I notice
I have not read a single
word. No. The only thing
I've found that really helps
to calm me down is shop-
ping for dresses.

“Do you need more
dresses?” my husband, Pe-
ter, asks.

This is such a silly ques-
tion. Of course, I do not
need more dresses. The
truth is, I don’t even buy
that many dresses. What I
do is go to my favorite on-
line consignment shop and
look at dresses. OK, occa-
sionally one of them
makes it to my house. But
that is not the point. It is
the focus; it is the hypnot-
ic quality of looking for the
perfect white dress. This is
very calming.

“You already have a
white dress,” a buttinsky
voice in my head points
out.

“Did I ask you?” I reply.

Obviously, I don’t have
the particular kind of
white dress that I am look-
ing for now and, whose
business is it anyway, if I
want to buy a $13 white
dress and own two totally
different white dresses! I
could be roaming the
streets looking for hard
drugs in my current state
of mind. Instead, I am
stuffing my closet with
white dresses which, it is
true, I might not wear that
often—if at all.

But that is why dress
shopping is so alluring. It
has almost nothing to do
with the dresses.

Shopping for dresses al-
lows me to imagine where
I would wear the dresses,
and the places I imagine I
would wear them are all
pleasant places. They are
evenings out where I am
not stressed—parties and
celebrations and gather-
ings of friends. These
dresses remind me that
these things have hap-
pened and will happen
again, and this current pe-
riod of sitting in my paja-
mas in the middle of the
night eating snack food is
temporary.

Life has its ups and
downs. When things are
calmer, I plan to wear a
lovely new white dress.

Till next time,

Carrie

Follow me on Facebook
at: CarrieClassonAuthor.
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Roshunda Jones-Koumba acepta
Premio a la Excelencia en

Educacion Teatral 2022 de Radio

City Music Hall

La directora de teatro Roshunda Jones-
Koumba viajé a la ciudad de Nueva
York para aceptar el Premio a la Exce-
lencia en educacién teatral 2022 en el
Radio City Music Hall. La ex alumna
de la Universidad Carnegie Mellon, fi-
deicomisaria y ganadora del Premio
Tony Tamara Tunie (actriz, directora,
productora) formé parte del panel de
jueces del Premio a la Excelencia en la
Educacion Teatral de este afio. Tunie y
el presidente de CMU, Farnam Jah-
anian, presentaron a Jones-Koumba su
premio durante la ceremonia de los Pre-
mios Tony el 12 de junio de 2022.

La organizacion de los Premios® Tony
anuncié a fines de mayo que Jones-
Koumba habia sido nombrado ganador
del premio de este afo, que reconoce a
un educador de teatro K-12 en los Es-
tados Unidos que ha demostrado un
impacto monumental en sus estudi-
antes y encarna los méas altos estan-
dares de la profesion. Jones-Koumba ha
elogiado durante mucho tiempo la co-
laboracion y la comunidad dentro del
teatro que apoya a los estudiantes que
siguen las artes o campos no relaciona-
dos con el arte. Un panel seleccioné a
Jones-Koumba entre mas de 5.000 en-
tradas.

CMU es el hogar del programa de dra-
ma de primer grado que otorga en los
Estados Unidos. Desde que el premio
fue cofundado en 2014, CMU, Ameri-
can Theatre Wing y The Broadway
League han reconocido a maestros ex-
traordinarios en todo el pais.

Cuando anuncié Jones-Koumba, Tunie
y Jahanian compartieron que los apa-
sionados respaldos de estudiantes pas-
ados y presentes y companeros de la
comunidad artistica de Houston ayu-
daron a hacer de Jones-Koumba el ga-
nador destacado.

Jones-Koumba recibié una ovacion de
pie cuando sali6 a aceptar su premio.
Agradeciéo a CMU, al American Theatre
Wing y a la Liga de Broadway por hon-
rarla con el premio distintivo; agradecié
a sus padres, a su esposo, a su comparne-
ro de teatro, Jabari Collins, a su famil-
ia, a sus mentores y al fallecido
Clarence Lee Turner. También recono-
ci6 al Distrito Escolar Independiente de
Aldine, al alcalde de Houston, Sylvest-
er Turner, y a la comunidad de Acres
Homes como campeones de las artes.
Jones-Koumba también agradecié a sus

estudiantes de Carver High School y
Panther Players Troupe 6753 de la es-
cuela, citando que son su inspiracién y
su razén por la cual.

«Las artes, especialmente para las co-
munidades negras y cafés, proporcionan
un suelo fértil con el que nuestros estu-
diantes florecen. Debemos seguir en-
riqueciéndolos con nuestro amor y
pasion por las artes, lo que les demues-
tra que incluso lo inalcanzable es
posible. Acepto este premio en nombre
de todos los educadores de artes que tra-
bajan incansablemente para garantizar
que sus estudiantes tengan un espacio
seguro para ser vistos y escuchados. Y
como nos recuerda Maya Angelou, ‘Haz-
lo con algo de pasién, algo de compasion,
algo de humor y algo de estilo. Gracias».
Jones-Koumba recibié $10,000 por su
programa de teatro y boletos para pod-
er aceptar su premio en los Premios
Tony y asistir a la Gala.
Jones-Koumba se encuentra actual-
mente en su 18° afio de educacién. Ella
ha dedicado todos esos afios a los estu-
diantes de AISD, especialmente a sus
estudiantes de teatro en Carver High
School for Engineering, Applied Tech-
nology and The Arts. En 2020, Jones-
Koumba fue incluida en el Salén de la
Fama de Texas Thespians y recibié la
inauguracién del Educador de Artes del
Ano de la organizacion TUTS Leading
Ladies. Fue educadora del afio 2017 de
TxETA y maestra del afio de Aldine ISD
Carver High School en 2009 y 2014.
Como Directora de Carver Panther
Players, la compaiia ha tenido éxito a
nivel estatal y nacional en los concur-
sos UIL One-Act Play (OAP), Tommy
Tune Awards, Texas Thespians State e
International Thespian Festival. Mas
recientemente, Jones-Koumba recibié el
Stephen Schwartz Musical Theatre
Teacher of the Year Award y el Inter-
national Thespian Society Inspiration-
al Theatre Educator Award. La
Fundacion ASCAP entreg6 el Premio
Stephen Schwartz. El premio represen-
ta el nivel mas alto de logro para un
maestro de teatro de escuela media o
secundaria.

Jones-Koumba es miembro de la Junta
de la Asociacion de Teatro de Educacion
de Texas (TxETA), Texas Thespians,
Black Theatre Educator’s #39 Caucus y
el Comité Asesor de UIL OAP.
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Tunie y Jahanian posan con Jones-Komba frente al Radio City Music Hall

Juneteenth Day: Un dia de reflexion
y celebracion de la libertad
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Juneteenth:
A Celebration of

Freedom

A federal holiday marking the end of
slavery in the United States.

El Dia de la Independencia de June-
teenth honra la libertad afroamerica-
na al tiempo que fomenta el
autodesarrollo y el respeto por todas
las culturas y es un momento para la
reflexion y el regocijo. El Congreso de
los Estados Unidos ha designado el 19
de junio como el «Dia de la Indepen-
dencia de Juneteenth» (también lla-
mado Dia de la Libertad y Dia de la
Emancipacién) para reconocer el sig-
nificado histérico del Dia de la Inde-
pendencia de Juneteenth para los
Estados Unidos. El distrito alienta a
todos a aprender mas sobre el pasa-
do, a comprender mejor las experien-
cias que han dado forma a este pais.
Juneteenth reconoce el fin de la es-
clavitud como parte de la historia y el
patrimonio de los Estados Unidos.

Juneteenth conmemora la emanci-
pacion de los esclavos en los Estados

ALDINE

Independent School District

A

Unidos. El 19 de junio de 1865, el
anuncio de la abolicién de la esclavi-
tud y la libertad de los afroamericanos
esclavizados lleg6 a la gente de
Galveston, Texas. La noticia llegé dos
anios después de que se emitiera la
Proclamacién de Emancipacién. Ese
dia comenzé la tradiciéon de celebrar
el Dia de la Libertad. La noticia cre6
una celebracién anual para recordar
el pasado y mirar hacia el futuro. Ju-
neteenth se festeja anualmente con
reuniones, desfiles y programas espe-
ciales. Texas fue el primer estado en
establecerlo como dia feriado en 1979.
En 2021, Juneteenth se convirti6 en
un feriado federal. La Ley del Dia de
la Independencia Nacional de June-
teenth es el primer nuevo dia festivo
legal creado desde Martin Luther
King, Jr. El dia fue promulgado en
1983 por Ronald Reagan.
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mensuales.
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mas rapido.
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Me sorprendié lo facil que fue.
Una vez que hice la llamada,
el agente se encargd de todo.
Fue agradable obtener los
altos pagos de mi espalda.

- Carlos de California

Me gusté cémo nadie me
hizo sentir mal por
endeudarme. Eran muy
comprensivos. Todo me fue
explicado y estoy trabajando
hacia un lugar mejor
financieramente.

_ Based on 29,994 Reviews - Maria en Florida |

Tome medidas
{AHORA!

Antes de que los acreedores tomen...

{ACCIONES CONTRA USTED!

COnau
GRATIY"

Recuperar Su Confianza
Financiero Hoy

Llame Desde:
Lunes a Viernes: 6am to 8pm
Sabado: 8am to 4:30pm PST

1-866-497-0801

.’ ACCREDITED
-] EUSINESS

EMP:REIODAY

DISCOVER THE EMPIRE
TODAY"’ DIFFERENCE

We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy

SHOP-AT-HOME CONVENIENCE

See hundreds of samples in your home.

®

Empire®

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION, EVEN
NEXT DAY**

Don't wait weeks for your new floors. You can
get a custom installation as soon as tomorrow.

brings the store to you.

QUALITY PRODUCTS

Top-quality, name-brand carpet and flooring
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Aldine Safety meeting hears Pct2 Garcia, Sheriff

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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A crowd of over 60 Aldine residents, including a group from Pilgrim Place, listened to the presentation of Public Safety information from Harris County
Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia, and Sheriff Ed Gonzalez, at the right on the podium.

the increase in funding for
various police departments
in the county, including
raises for deputies in the
Sheriff and Constable offic-
es. There has also been
funding approved for spe-
cial crime fighting pro-
grams, including $3
million overtime for war-
rant backlog, $15 million
for body cameras, $2.6 mil-
lion especially for hot spot
patrols, and a new pro-
gram called VIPER to tar-
get warrants for violent
offenders.

Another aspect of Pub-
lic Safety has been the
Courts, and a backlog
caused by Hurricane Har-
vey that the county is still
resolving. Garcia said that
they have approved $13.8
million in new funding for

additional courts, new
judges, and to move jury
trials.

The county has also al-
located more money for the
District Attorney, $12.7
million for new prosecu-
tors, a new environmental
unit, and pay raises. Gar-
cia said there is currently
a backlog of 33,000 cases.

The county has also re-
vised the rules on releases
on bail, now requiring at
least 10% to be paid in ad-
vance for most crimes. This
had been 1% for some, let-
ting criminals return
quickly to the street.

Sheriff Gonzalez spoke
in more detail on the
ShotSpotter program, stat-
ing that there were two lo-
cations in Aldine being
watched under the pro-

gram, and that they has
been very effective. There
are an area around the
East Aldine Town Center,
and another area close to
Keith Wiess Park. Gonza-
lez said that he would like
to see the program expand-
ed to cover more area. He
pointed out that when a
call is generated by
ShotSpotter, that deputies
treat it as the highest Pri-
ority One. He said the
technology is so effective
that deputies arriving on
the scene can know where
that shots were fire, from
what type of gun, and what
type of gunfire.

Gonzalez said that “we
don’t want to see guns in
our community, it is unac-
ceptable. When a gun is
fired, someone gets hurt or

property is damaged.”

Gonzelez discussed oth-
er new programs in his de-
partment, including a
Pro-active squad and a
community involvement
team. These act before a
serious crime occurs, he
said.

Garcia spoke about oth-
er types of activities that
affect Public Safety, not
just Cops and Courts. He
said the Community is an
important component, and
that the county funds
many activities that con-
tribute to Public Safety.

One effort he cited was
mental health, with $27.1
million for deterence,
treatment, and other initi-
atives in this category.
There has also been new
funding for violence deter-

rence, Holistic Responsre
Teams, nuisance abate-
ment, and domestic vio-
lence intervention.

Other community pro-
grams from the county in-
clude youth programs,
early childhood programs,
parks, afterschool activi-
ties, and workforce de-
veloopment. Garcia’s point
is that all of these are part
of the bigger picture of
crime reduction and pub-
lic safety.

Even sidewalks, and
roadway design can be fac-
tors in increasing safety
and reducing incidents, he
said.

A Question and Answer
period followed the talks.
Subjects that were asked
about included a swim-
ming pool for seniors and

disabled (Garcia said too
expensive now), more
ShotSpotter locations,
cleaning ditches, expand-
ing the police academy,
and improving Aldine
Westfield Road.

Connie Esparza said
“this was an important
meeting for the safety of
our children.” She asked
the commissioner to con-
tinue these update ses-
sions on a regular basis.

Garecia said his philoso-
phy for the Precinct is
“Revive2Thrive” and that
for too long Aldine has
been forgotten. He said
that Precinct 2 has spent
$100 million since he took
office to improve the qual-
ity of life and county ser-
vices for the Aldine area.

ENTERTAINMENT

Amber Waves

by Dave T. Phipps

HERE YOU GO, PIGS. TIME |
To TRY MY WIFE'S NEW
EGGPLANT CASSEROLE.

SORRY, GUYS, SHE’S INTO )
THESE NEW HEALTH RECIPES.
MAYRE YOU'LL LIKEIT.

7 KIND OF IRONIC. THEY'RE )
GOVERED IN MuD AND
GIVING YOU A DIRTY LOOK

ACROSS

June 20, 2022 Posting Date

Crossword

g

1 "Dream on!"
5 Clothing pro- 14
tector
Greet
Well-read
folks
Celestial bear
Beatles drum-
mer before
Ringo Starr
; . Algeria's
STOP ME IF ?a; YOU TOLD ME I'VE HEARD “STOFP ME neighbor
YOU'VE HEARD : TO STOP YOU IF | £ | IF YOU'VE HEARD THIS" Occupation
THIS... £ IT. } HUNDREDS OF TIMES. ?
H sl E R ——— for short
2 ‘ ! Straw hat
£ Young horses
Printer's blue
New York 47
canal
Talkers' mara- [4° .51
" ”|.‘I|III||HIH|HIE thon
e Bankroll 49 Disarray 9 "I'smell —!" 33 Light-headed
. . 29 North African 50 Toronto's 10 Cruise stop folks?
The Spats by Jeff Pickering capital prov. 11 Hideaway 34 TV audience
| T GET BETTER g .IM JUST LIKE MAYBE T SHOULD 30 Josh 51 Artist Bonheur 13 Baseball stats member
WITH H A BOTTLE OF KEEP YOU IN 32 Doctor's 19 Lummoxes 36 Some wines
? FINE WINE!! THE CELLART order DOWN 20 Hardlyany 37 Line of fash-
Ve § 34 Trellis climber 1 Swiss peak 21 Verbal ion?
3 35 Missing 2 "Sprechen — 22 Operasetin 38 Verifiable
: 36 Mature, as Deutsch?" Egypt 39 Monet's sup-
E fruit 3 Addams 23 Isableto, old-  ply
% 37 Small porches cousin style 40 Inky stain
] 40 Spelldown 4 Weak 25 "Recognize 43 Charged bit
41 Ms. 5 Folk singer my voice?" 44 |d counterpart
Brockovich Joan 26 Omit 45 "Mayday!"
42 Oater setting 6 TGIF part 27 Fork prong 46 Former Delta
47 "— Lang 7 Gradually 29 Sporty car rival
Syne" 8 Compas- roof
Weekly SUDOKU 48 ngey sionate 31 Lion's home
@ 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
by Linda Thistle
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glzlelslzlelv|L]o 1. TELEVISION: Which TV show is set at
8 2 6 Zlslvlzicltlolele| UC-Sunnydale?
9 8 1|7 = el elalwlaltlelz 2. FOOD & DRINK: What is an affogato?
3. MOVIES: Which famous movie features a
8 4 1 L|6|9[8|8|2]|S|¥]|2] character named Almira Gulch?
7 8 4 JoMSUY 4. HISTORY: Which U.S. state was the first to
legalize marijuana for medicinal use?
3 6 5 — NYO0ans A®dM —— 5. ENTERTAINERS: What rapper/songwrit-

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
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4 Moderate 4 4 Challenging
4 & ¢ HOO BOY!
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er’s real name is Calvin Cordozar Broadus Jr.?

hunger?
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in our solar system?

Siamsuy

'SujW ZZ oW uonnjos

— promssor) buny —

6. SCIENCE: What part of the brain controls

7. GEOGRAPHY: The Gulf of Cadiz lies off
the coasts of which two countries?

8. LITERATURE: Who are the best friends of
Nancy Drew in the mystery series?

9. LANGUAGE: The archaic term “grippe”
was used to describe what common ailment?

10. ASTRONOMY: What kind of star is the sun

© 2022 King Features Synd.. Inc.
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BIBLE TRIVIA

by Wilson Casey —

1. Is the book of Syria in the Old Testament, New
Testament or neither?

2. Which Psalm sets man’s normal lifespan of
threescore and ten? 1, 17, 23, 90

3. From Genesis 7, how many years did Noah live
after the flood? 1, 50, 100, 350

4. How many books of the Bible (KJV) begin with the
letter "H"? 0, 2, 4, 6

THE ILLUSTRATED BIBLE

Do not wear yourself out to get rich;
do not trust your own cleverness.
Cast but a glance at riches,
and they are gone, for they will

surely sprout wings and fly off
fo the sky like an eagle.

N6 Proverbs23:4,5 @7

A X
A\ L)\

© 2022 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

5. What does the shield represent in the “armor of
God"? Courage, Faith, Gallows, Doves

6. InJohn 6:35, Jesus said, “l am the ... of life.”? Light,
Wine, Giver, Bread

ANSWERS: 1) Neither; 2) 90:10; 3) 350; 4) 4 (Hosea, Habakkuk,
Haggai, Hebrews); 5) Faith; 6) Bread

Hardcore trivia fan? Visit Wilson Casey’s subscriber site at
www.patreon.com/triviaguy.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Bonc_:ling\
Against
Adversity

Helping Others Help Themselves

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

Mariana Sanchez, Director

Call: 281-799-9076

Text: 832-906.4214

marianas@baatexas.org ¢ —0

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

\ WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA )

Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

&

ALDINE FAMILY HOPE CENTER

ALRINE 4700 Aldine Mail Rt, Houston, 77039
Hope shines here: (Next to Hambrick Middle School)
After School Program Summer Program GED & ESL
Resource Center Resale Shop Counseling
Senior Program Food Pantry Computer Classes
Family Activities Teen Job Training Sports

281-449-4828 www.aldineyouth.org

First Baptist Church North Houston

Where Jesus Has the Priority And Everyone is Welcome

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.
Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039 281-449-7201

THESERUGAL EROG

CALL 72113:-21616)-31414'9) T101 RIEAICH 310),01010) RIEADIER'S

Houston's Only Standard &

CEMETERY CEMETERY CONCRETE CONCRETE CONCRETE SERVICES SERVICES RENT/LEASE RENT/LEASE
PLOTS PLOTS
Need concrete for your — TEJAS— HALL FOR
BROOKSIDE CEMETERY outdoor projects:
2 PLOTS AVAILEBLE INSECTION 20, We deliver concrete for TRANSMISSIONS RENT

driveways, patios, sidewalks,
Etc.
Contact us at:

2022 VALUED @ $6995. EACH
ASKING $5250 (OBO)
+ TRANSFER FEE

Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics
BBB

Seats
Approximately

Work!

Quality o e 1997

Rating A+

e 125 Persons
281-442-0578

American Legion
Post 578
3415 Aldine Mail Route

Downey Redi Mix
832 288 0084
Free estimates
Major credit cards accepted

VI b AN

C:832-915-1212  C:713-419-0744

19-2T all

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Espafol
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

20-6T all

When you call these Advertisers, this
Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase of not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE *1500°°

PROTECT YOUR HOME 365 DAYS A YEAR

ACKHED BV Ty

YEAR-ROUND'

A Smarter
Way to Power

Leaf L Filte "4

OTECTIC

Your Home.

WATIg
"3

& <
<

WE INSTALL

GENERAC YEAR-ROUND!

PWREED

SOLAR + BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEM

S

"’”’s. et

-
- Power your home, save money and be 3 > -
Lifetime Warranty ) prepared for utility power outages with the phe —':.,Eéﬂ— Micromesh
Finance Options Available PWRcell, a solar + battery storage system. g Ses———
i ® —— uPvC Frame
« EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST
Only American Standard has OVER 150 years of experience and
S e R R T S —
. L . ’ .
7 SUPERIOR DESIGN Hanger
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, wide door, built-in safety bar & o - Existing Gutter
textured floor provides a safer bathing experience o o
# PATENTED QUICK DRAIN TECHNOLOGY AC I Now
s LIFETIME WARRANTY T
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND installation, o R EC EIVE o o o
INCLUDING labor backed by American Standard /
‘ 1 (] Yo Yo
« 44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS LT v OFF + OFF OFF
More than any other tub we've seen ( ) a —
877) 671-1823 SONBERRe SN GRS IROSIRUES
FREE FREE
Savings include our own An In-Home Evaluation * o Yr oW

American Standard Right
Height Toilet (‘500 VALUE)

will be scheduled at
your earliest convenience FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!'
Promo Code: 285

"Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

&

Limited Time Offer-Call Today!

C844-759-294

Designed
for pain relief
& easy use

$0 DOWN
FINANCING
OPTIONS!**

CALL US TODAY FOR
Q) A FREE ESTIMATE

Man-Thu:

1-346-299-9169

t: Bam-5pm,

11pm, Fi

2pm-8pm EST

“Offer value when purchased at retail
“*Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

Business Directory

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

Pick-up lL.ocations

Aldine High Schoaol
Airline & West Rd

Las Banderas Meat Market
11381 Airline

Food Store
1700 Airline

Pilgrim Place Apts
4655 Aldine Mail Rt

Jed’'s Hardware & Paint
5415 Aldine Mail Rt
Greenspoint Mall
Greenspoint Drive
Lone Star College - Greenspoint
250 Sam Houston Pkwy E.
Lone Star College - East Aldine
Aldine Mail Route

Baker Ripley Aldine Y.O.U.T.H Comm. Ctr. Tapiceria
2000 Aldine Mail Route 4700 Aldine Mail Rt
East Aldine District Office Harvest Time Church '
5555 Miaine Man Rodee imperial Vancy Beat the Heat. PRAT
RED BOX 7&9 Grocery .
5327 Aldi Mail R T 330 Gulf B. Kk
Domte Tovwn Gea Binga’” K Svo Bamd Seore E : 1 Upholstery & Awning
72 1_4 Airline Drive 3'40 Gu_lf _Bank Xtenor o ar Creens an
Pan Rilko Balcery office Building COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
pgine Mall B oo nd ke e Insect Shades
At ik, Sehoo eierSonter ) RAPHAEL PRAT
High Meadows Branch Library HC Senior Center F E t t ) .
eSS0 Aldine Mati i SIS e Anme ree Lsumates 2021 Aldine Mail Rt.
3945'Li|:tle Yorl_( Wil Clayton Pa'rkway SUIte 902
Prosperlty Bank Little Yoric METRO Park & Ride - - 281 590 7562
Prosperity Banie Aldine Stripes oAy - - Houston, TX 77039
1906 Aldine Bender Aldine Bender 24-4t 01-tin
Mobile Station Beltway 8 Travel Plaza

9140 Eastex Freeway
Texaco Food Mart

9225 Eastex Freeway
Conoco

11219 Eastex Freeway
Handy Plus #69

11420 Eastex Freeway
Hartz Chicken

122321 Eastex Freeway
Beasley Tire

Eastex Freeway
Dairy Queen

E. Mt. Houston @ Eastex Fwy

N. Sam Houston Plowy
UT Health Clinic
Crosstimbers @ Jensen
Mannie’'s Seafood & Grille
E. Mt. Houston
Maxim’'s Seafood
Eastex Freeway
Rosita’s Restaurant
Bentley Drive
Shell Station
Aldine
C.J. Gas Station
Airline Drive

CommERcIAL PRINTING

Commercial Printing
We specialize in 4 Color Brochures,
Magazines, Sale Flyers, We print

THE OLD LADY CLEANING SERVICE
LET AN OLD LADY CLEAN YOUR

o Norin Froceay o S Al Mon Route N ¢ HOME OR APARTMENT.
TS Auciine weserera L Aldine Mai Roate c ﬁv;‘spaperz,) 00. ¢ REASONABLE RATES. OLD LADY
ine ervices ice ellers rothers
padine Weseneld roLittie, York allior a Yuote APPROVED.
101 Little York & Airline Drive Aldine Mail Route CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT.

GRAFIKSHOP

113-9717-2555

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

You & I Grocery
8009 Airline

Airline Grocery 281-961-2768
8104 Airline

Quick Mart
8320 Airline

Harris County Branch Library
11379 Airline

Medical Clinic
8002 Airline

44-4t

And more... call 713-266-3444 if
you would like to be on the list.

revo919
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FISHIN

KEITH WIESS 7PM
PARK

12300 Aldine Westfield Rd - 77093

STER

an evening of

JUNE25

SATURDAY 3-7PM

EAST ALDINE
AMPHITHEATRE

2909 East Aldine Amphitheatre Dr

) AMPHITHEATRE

BOAT RACING | BOXING DEMO | TENT BUILDING CONTEST | ARCHERY

UNE DAY ROCK CLIMBING | MUSIC | FOOD TRUCKS | FUN AND SO MUCH MORE

TWO EVENTS  [JN Dm DOS EVENTOS

CARRERAS DE BOTES | DEMOSTRACION DE BOXEO | CONCURSO DE CONSTRUCCION DE CARPA DE CAMPING
TIRO AL ARCO | ESCALADA DE ROCA | MUSICA | CAMIONES DE COMIDA | DIVERSION Y MUCHO MAS

Y no te olvides de acompanarnos para una noche de

PESCA 7pm
KEITH WIESSPARK

12300_ Alding Westfield Rd - 7709‘3

Dia de diversién

FAMILIAR peL PADRE
JUNIO 25 SABADO 3-7PM

2909 East Aldine Amphitheatre D

ptods mevetsgain. [
nunca mas te pierdas un evento - registrate hoy =r .:ﬁ

ErE

sign-up today and never miss an event again E ' x
::
i

JEDS
Walmart HARDWARE
Save money. Live better.
sasmifasiniy it ADRIAN
I:I: Q§}S (_) K 95:3[;?‘ COMMISSIONER

Father’s Family Fun Day,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Y =

The Venue for Father’s Family Fun Day includes the Amphitheatre, left center; the
Lawn, center; the Splash Pad right center; BakerRipley Fab Lab at right; Town
Center Lake, at rear; and Keith Wiess Park, far background.

ting, and sun and bug pro-
tection and perhaps an
umbrella. The splash pond
for kids will be operating,
bringing cooling water
sprays also.

In the evening, families
are invited to move to the
fishing piers at Keith
Wiess park, starting at
about 7pm. Not only can
families enjoy fishing with
their fathers, but there will

also be an instructor avail-
able with fishing tips and
lessons, to make this a
more successful evening in
the outdoors.

Sponsors of the Father’s
Family Fun Day include
the East Aldine District,
BakerRipley,Walmart,
Harris County Sheriff’s
Office, Lone Star College
East Aldine Center, 713
Boxing Club, The Hearts of

the Father, Mean Green,
Chopped Blades, the
YMCA Greenspoint, Jeds
Hardware, and Precinct 2
Adrian Garcia.

Parking will be avail-
able at the Town Center,
and at the Lone Star Col-
lege campus next door.

Everyone is welcome,
and you should come and
have a good time, with
your Father and Family.

The stage of the Amphitheatre will be the main venue, with Tents around the
Lawn for additional fun activities, games, food, and more.

Families enjoy Summer Fair event

Safer Together with COVID shots, Zumba, music, food, prizes

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

providing access to the
Amphitheater, flyer’s de-
sign and help with the or-
ganization, to HOPE Clinic
for providing Covid-19 vac-
cines, also to Harris Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office
providing security, LSC-
East Aldine for providing
parking space and Harris
County Pct. 2 helping with
coordination.

The organizer, Bonding Against Adversity, LSC-East
Aldine and Baker Ripley providing information about
classes and programs offered at each center during
the Summer Fair.

Photos by Julieta Paita

BAKERRIPLEY information booth.

Westfield Fire Department displaying the fire truck for kids during the Summer
Fair.

o i

Mariana Sanchez, Bonding Against Adversity Vice President and Chief Operating

Officer and volunteer Eliud Esparza Espinoza organizing kids at the sacks’ games.

ABOVE AND BELOW: Zumba instructors, participants and Zumba Amigas Group
danced at the Summer Fair, Deputies with the Harris County Sheriff's Office pose

with them for the picture.
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