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New Stadium sandbox

Attendees at the Replacement Stadium Ground-
breaking were invited to take home a souvenir
of sand from the groundbreaking ceremony.

Aldine ISD breaks ground for new Stadium

Replacement Stadium will cost $50 million, seat 10,000 for Football and Soccer

Replacement for
Thorne Stadium to
cost over $50mil

ALDINE - Ground-
breaking for the W.W.
Thorne Stadium Replace-
ment Project officially be-
gan on January 20 with a
ceremony that not even the
cold or the rain could di-
minish the excitement.

ATISD Board President
Randy Bates Jr. said
“Fearless is my word this
year. Everyone involved in
this project has been fear-
less. From Board members
to staff, engineers and ar-
chitects ... everyone has
been fearless in their com-
mitment to upgrade and
re-imagine the fan experi-
ence here at Thorne Stadi-
um. To say that it has been
long overdue is an under-
statement. Like every-
thing else — and people
(causing attendees to
chuckle) — the stadium
has been subject to wear
and tear. It’s been 44 years
since the stadium received
this significant invest-
ment. So yes, it was time
to set a new vision. I am
excited about this new way
forward for our students,
families, and community.”

The stadium opened in
1979 and is named after
W.W. Thorne, who served
as superintendent of Aldi-
ne ISD from 1959 to 1973.
Thorne’s leadership, deter-
mination, and dedication
to Aldine’s students, staff,
and community members
directed the district
through some difficult
times, earning him the ti-
tle Mr. Aldine. His vision-
ary approach to education
paved the way for what Al-
dine ISD has become to-

Groundbreaking for the new replacement \¥/.\X/.Thorne Stadium was held Friday, January 20th in spite of

heavy rain and wind. Administrators, athletic faculty, AISD board members, community members, students
and Thorne family took part in the ceremony. Thoughtfully, somebody brought red umbrellas.

Artist’s rendering of the new replacement \X/.\X. Thorne Stadium. The new stadium will have a main entrance
on the west facade facing the parking lot, and will seat 10,000 fans in two tiers of seats. It will accommodate

both football and soccer games. The facility will include renovated locker rooms, concession stands, toilet

facilities, and a new larger scoreboard. M.O. Campbell Center, seen at top right, will remain.

day.

W.W. Thorne passed
away in 2021 at 98. How-
ever, several family mem-
bers were present at the
ceremony, including his
children Bill Jr. and Ani-
ta, his granddaughter
Heather, and his daugh-
ter-in-law Melissa.

Also present were mem-
bers of the administrative
staff and community mem-
bers. Student-athletes rep-
resenting the different
high schools and student
performers (the Nimitz HS
drill team and Eisenhow-
er HS drumline) partici-
pated in the celebration.

“I know you are just as
excited as I am about the
first game when we open
the new Thorne Stadium
in August 2024! We want-
ed to give students and the
community a gift they
could cherish and take
great pride in. The brand-
new, state-of-the-art stadi-
um will provide a place to
host sports games on Fri-
day nights and be a staple
venue for the community
to use for training and oth-
er community affairs,” said
Aldine ISD Board Trustee
President Randy Bates Jr.

Bates thanked Goffney,
the Aldine team, and Stan-
tec — the district’s archi-
tect partner — for making
the vision a reality.

Julieta Vega, a senior
soccer player from Mac-
Arthur High School, and
Jeremiah Swain, a junior
football player from Eisen-
hower HS, followed Bates.
Both shared what it meant
to student-athletes like
themselves to have a state-

Continued. See NEW
STADIUM, Page 2

Progress report: JEK Head arrives at JFK Boulevard

ALDINE - After
months of planning and a
few hours of careful phys-
ical work, famed sculptor
David Adickes’ larger-
than-life bust of the late
President John F.
Kennedy was placed at
its prepared site on JFK
Boulevard at Aldine
Bender Road on Tuesday
January 17 as part of the
East Aldine Arts Coun-
cil’s growing public art
initiative.

The council is part of
the East Aldine Manage-
ment District.

Adickes, 95, was there
Tuesday to watch the in-
stallation of his massive
creation. His well-known
giant sculptures include
the head-to-toe statue of
Sam Houston on Inter-

\Workmen carefully lift the head of the JFK sculpture onto the base, which already
has the torso in place (see photo, page 2). The sculpture was built in Adickes’
workshop in downtown Houston prior to installation in East Aldine.

Famed sculptor David Adickes was on hand to oversee
the installation of his bust sculpture of John F.
Kennedy at the site in East Aldine.

state 45 North, an ab-
stract representation of a
cello player in downtown
Houston and busts of oth-
er presidents that sit to-
gether, with the
nickname “Mount Rush

Hour,” on Interstate 10
downtown.

More work is ahead at
the JFK site in prepara-

Continued. See JFK
Sculpture, Page 2
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Aldine ISD breaks ground
for new Stadium

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

of-the-art stadium to com-
pete in.

Lakundre ‘Dre’ Thomp-
son, executive director of
athletics, spoke last, shar-
ing how he and his team-
mates were in awe to play
in a facility when he was a
high school student-ath-
lete in a neighboring school
district like W.W. Thorne.
And now, the AISD stadi-
um will once again be a
showcase.

“We are excited to bring
anew, dynamic stadium to
Aldine. Schools districts
will once again look to Al-
dine,” said Thompson.
“The same discipline and
teamwork essential for vic-
tory on the field can help
pave the way for success in
the classroom and beyond.
Experiences on the sports
field can last a lifetime.
Everyone who enters this
stadium will leave with a
memory they will never
forget. Whether it’s compe-
tition, friendship, or fel-
lowship, this stadium will
be a huge part of building
our future and a better fu-
ture for this community.”

Aldine ISD teams will
play at George Stadium in
Spring ISD home for the
next two years.

Thorne will reopen in
August 2024. The multi-
purpose stadium will con-
tinue to host a variety of
events every year. The sta-
dium will be designed as a
state-of-the-art facility to
enhance the student and
community experience.
We’ll have a new press box,
new concession stands,
new restrooms, a new foot-
ball field, concrete bleach-
ers and platforms, and a
front entrance on the West
Side of the stadium.

Details of
Stadium design

By Mike Keeney

AISD Trustees, Super-
intendent receive update
on replacement stadium

During the December 12
Board study session, Aldi-
ne ISD Trustees and Su-
perintendent Dr. LaTonya
M. Goffney received an up-
date on the plans for the
district’s new stadium,
which is scheduled to open
in August 2024.

Representatives of ar-
chitectural firm Stantec/
Smith and Company Ar-
chitects joined Fred Wash-
ington, Aldine ISD’s Chief
Operations Officer, and
Patrick Mouton, the dis-
trict’s Executive Director
of Facilities, Planning and
Construction, to provide a
progress update.

The demolition of
Thorne Stadium, which
opened in 1979, will begin
in January 2023, making
way for a new state-of-the
art stadium that is de-
signed to enhance both the
student and community
experience. The new stadi-
um will be built in its place
and will accommodate up
to 10,000 guests with two
tiers of seating.

One of its unique fea-
tures include customized
LED lights on the West
Side and East Side of the
stadium that can be used
to highlight the hosting
team’s school colors.

Additional features in-
clude:

-- Locker room renova-
tions at the adjoining M.O.
Campbell Educational
Center; (each locker room
can be subdivided in half

-- A two-story press box

-- A new, larger score-

board

-- Parking lot improve-
ments

-- New concession
stands and rest rooms

-- A multi-use communi-
ty room

-- A designated plaza for
band and drill team pre-
halftime performances

-- An open air concourse
with concession stands

-- An officials’ locker
room and meeting space

-- Multi-use turf de-
signed for both soccer and
football

“I hope our community
is as excited as I am about
the future of our new
Thorne Stadium,” said Su-
perintendent Goffney.
“Seeing a rendering means
we are moving forward
with our plans of providing
Aldine supporters with a
showplace for them and
our students and I am su-
per excited that this dream
is becoming a reality. As
I’'ve said before, Thorne
Stadium served the Aldine
community for 43 years
and it holds so many spe-
cial memories for our com-
munity, but it is our goal
and responsibility to be
proactive in ensuring that
the venue in which we wel-
come our community
meets, if not exceeds, ba-
sic safety standards.”

Earlier this year, Aldi-

ne ISD utilized a third par-
ty, Texas Sports & Civil
Engineering, to perform an
evaluation of the stadium.
Texas Sports & Civil En-
gineering recommended
two options for the district.
One was a repair option,
and the other was a re-
placement option. The dis-
trict opted for the
replacement option. At
their June 24 Board meet-
ing, Aldine ISD Trustees
approved the use of $25
million in fiscal year 2022
and $25 million in fiscal
year 2023 to cover the cost
of constructing the new
stadium.

JFK Sculpture
arrives in East

Aldine,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The JFK memorial sculpture is in three parts. Above,
workmen affix the torso to the polished granite base,
preparing for the placement of the concrete head on

top of the torso and base.

tion for the statue’s offi-
cial debut in a few weeks.
The date will be an-
nounced in advance.

But now JFK is finally
“on JFK,” ready to attract

and inspire onlookers
from the neighborhood,
travelers to and from
Bush Intercontinental
Airport and many other
people.

Gov. Abbott calls for random intrusion
checks of all public schools in Texas

AUSTIN - Governor
Greg Abbott today sent a
letter to Dr. Kathy Martin-
ez-Prather directing the
Texas School Safety Cen-
ter (TxSSC) to begin imme-
diately conducting
comprehensive school safe-
ty reviews to ensure all
Texas public schools are
following the appropriate
procedures to maximize
school safety.

In the letter to Dr. Mar-
tinez-Prather, Governor
Abbott instructs that Tx-
SSC ensure all school dis-
tricts’ School Safety and
Security Committees meet
ahead of the new school
year to review their Emer-
gency Operations Plan and
address any campus safe-
ty needs, ensure the School
Behavioral Threat Assess-
ment Team is trained and
has reviewed procedures

for each campus, ensure all
staff and substitutes are
trained on their specific
district and campus safety
procedures, and conduct
an assessment of their ac-
cess control procedures.
TxSSC is instructed to pro-
vide a progress report of
findings to the Governor’s
office and the Legislature
by October 1.

“The work and trainings
provided by the Texas
School Safety Center has
reached thousands of
schools and instructors
and has benefited millions
of Texas school children,”
reads the letter. “However,
the tragedy at Robb Ele-
mentary School last week
requires us all to do more.
I am charging the TxSSC,
in coordination with the
TEA, to develop and imple-
ment a plan to conduct

DANCER 1IN RED & WHITE

random inspections to as-
sess access control mea-
sures of Texas school
districts. Among other re-
views, your team should
begin conducting in-per-
son, unannounced, random
intruder detection audits
on school districts. Also,
the TxSSC should immedi-
ately begin working with
my office and the Legisla-
ture on recommendations
to improve current securi-
ty systems and determine
the funding necessary to
continue the work of hard-
ening our schools against
outside threats. Texans
have never shirked away
from a challenge, and I
know with the support of
state leadership, we can
continue the work of im-
proving each student’s ex-
perience in our schools.”

PAINTINGS BY MEN = 718.2906.4585
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Message From the Superintendent,

January 26, 2023

Dear Aldine Community,

Aldine had several celebrations last
week that I am proud to share. We
celebrated students’ talent, opened a
new resource for the community, held a
groundbreaking event, and met with
new teachers!

HOPE Clinic Ribbon-Cutting Cere-
monyl started my morning last Friday
with the HOPE Clinic Ribbon-Cutting
Ceremony. The clinic located at 2112
Aldine Meadows Road will offer numer-
ous services, from primary and pediatric
care to healthy living solutions, mental
health, and more. The HOPE Clinic also
provides services in multiple languages.

W.W. Thorne Replacement Stadium
Groundbreaking Ceremonylt was a
great day for the W.W. Thorne Stadium
Groundbreaking Ceremony. After 44
years, a new stadium is on the horizon!
It addresses safety concerns and
upgrades. The new, improved Thorne
Stadium is a gift for our students, staff,
and community to enjoy for the next 44
years! I want to thank everyone in
attendance. You made the ceremony
extra special. Not even the cold and the
rain that day could dampen the excite-
ment!

I’ll be honest: Ya’'ll, I can’t wait to
attend the first football game when we
open the stadium in August 2024!

Cows, Goats, and Swine Oh My!Our
64th Livestock Show kicked off yester-
day at the M.O. Campbell Educational
Center (MOC)! If you didn’t get a chance
to swing by yesterday, you missed
seeing a few district- and campus-level
leaders showing “their” pigs. As a
reminder, the big event, the Livestock
Auction, is tomorrow, Friday, January
27th. The Buyer’s Luncheon will be held
at 11:30 a.m., followed by the Sale of
Champions at 1 p.m. in the MOC-Arena.
I encourage you to join us in supporting
our FFA students who are showcasing
their pigs, horses, poultry, lambs, and
goats! We also have students displaying
their Western artworks. Click here for
more details.

So Many Talented StudentsThe
Carver Mariachi performed in the UIL
Mariachi Evaluation and earned a
Sweepstakes award for a second
consecutive year! Students from Carver,
Aldine, and Davis HS comprise the
mariachi group. Their director Jaime
Alanis is Jaime Alanis.

Last week, we had an incredible
turnout at the Aldine ISD/Houston
Rodeo Art Reception. Our talented
students from primary to high school
showcased their artwork. Congratula-
tions to the winners and students
advancing to the next round of the
Houston Rodeo School Art Contest,
which will take place during the Rodeo-
season in March.

And Swoop, Swoop to Eisenhower
High School’s debate team! The team
won second place in a World Schools
Debate-CASE Debate. It’s the first time
the district has partnered with the
Harris County Department of Education
for CASE Debates. I understand that
the season is still in progress and that
Eisenhower, Blanson CTE, Carver, and
MacArthur high schools are doing well.
Good luck to all seven high schools
taking part in this great opportunity.
The skills gained in debate events will
prepare them for college and beyond.

#SHINE in Aldinel loved connecting
with more than 150 new teachers across
the district on Saturday at the SHINE
event. During this event, new teachers
received much-appreciated professional
development. Continue to shine brightly
toward a brighter future for our stu-
dents.

There are so many great things
happening in Aldine. Moments and
celebrations like these are a few of my
Whys — why I choose to lead in Aldine.
It’s giving students access to high-
quality schools and providing choices
and opportunities. It’s about service to
our community.

Have a great rest of the week and a
great weekend.

With Aldine Pride,

Dr. LaTonya M. GoffneySuperinten-
dent of Schools

UPCOMING & ONGOING EVENTS
FOR THE COMMUNITY

Jan. 24-28: The Donna Summer
Musical at Carver High School. Come
and enjoy the story about Donna
Summer, who became the icon of an era
and the inspiration for every music diva
who followed. For tickets, email
rdjones3@aldineisd.org or call (281) 878-

1521.

Jan. 24 & Jan. 25: The student
matinee starts at 10 a.m. Tickets are $5.

Jan. 26 and Jan. 27: The evening
show begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are $15.

Jan. 28: The late afternoon show
starts at 4:30 p.m. Tickets are $15.

Jan. 25-27: 64th Annual Aldine ISD
FFA Livestock Show (details)

Winter Edition of VYPE: Be on the
lookout for the latest edition of the
Aldine ISD HS Sports VYPE Magazine.

Now-Apr. 22: AISD’s Health Services
Department is holding monthly CPR
classes. (click here)

Feb. 11: Virtual #LiteracyMatters
Conference — Click here to register.

Feb. 13-April 21: Free GED and ESL
classes for Aldine parents who have a
student enrolled in the bilingual or ESL
program in AISD. Click here for details.

Ongoing: Read to the Final Four®
Competition has elementary students
reading in a March Madness tourna-
ment. Follow us on Twitter to see which
school is leading the district competi-
tion! Click here to read more.

Ongoing: Family and Community
University’s 2022-2023 — Click here to
register.

Ongoing: iEducate is hiring college
students, especially Aldine ISD grads,
as tutors to work with Aldine ISD
students. iEducate accepts applications
on a rolling basis, and interested
students are encouraged to apply as
soon as possible.

MONTHLY OBSERVATIONSJanu-
aryJanuary School Board Appreciation
Month

Jan. 25: ENVI2ION School Day
(ADSY Calendar)

FebruaryCTE MonthFinancial Aid
Awareness MonthMagnet School
MonthBlack History Month

Feb. 1: National Signing Day (stu-
dent-athletes); ENVI2ION School Day
(ADSY Calendar); Families (all campus-
es) can access Progress Reports via their
Home Access Center (HAC) accounts.

Feb. 6-10: National School Counsel-
ing Week

Feb. 8: ENVI2ION School Day (ADSY
Calendar)

Feb. 15: ENVI2ION School Day
(ADSY Calendar)

Feb. 17: Student Holiday/Staff
Development (Traditional Calendar)

Feb. 20: Presidents Day (Student
Holiday in All Schools)

Feb. 23: ENVI2ION School Day
(ADSY Calendar)

Feb. 24: Go Texas Day!

REMINDERS FOR STUDENTS AND
FAMILIES

Outside food and beverages are
prohibited on the premises of secondary
schools (middle school, ninth-grade
schools, and high schools). Click here for
details.

The state requires high school seniors
to apply for financial aid to graduate. —
FAFSA Application link or TASFA
Application links

The state requires all entering college
students to take the Texas Success
Initiative (TSI) Assessment. (details).

Aldine ISD’s top priorities are
students’ safety and academic success.
The district posts information related to
protocols along with any updates at
www.aldineisd.org/healthalerts.

FOLLOW US!Stay connected by
visiting AldineISD.org. Check out our
District News and Aldine ISD Podcast
pages to stay updated on all the great
things happening in our district. You
can also connect with us on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram.

You can read the Northeast News
curent and back issues on our
website: www.nenewsroom.com

Aldine ISD Board Received
Appreciation During January

Board Meeting

January is national school board rec-
ognition month. During the monthly
board meeting, the Aldine ISD school
board was recognized for their service to
the district, highlighted by a thank you
video.

Vice President Kimberley Booker was
surprised by a former student who want-
ed to personally show his support and
gratitude to her as a part of national
school board recognition month.

During the board meeting, the board
discussed the goals of the district that are
aligned with the district’s mission. Dur-
ing the opening statements, President
Randy Bates reviewed the approval of
previous meeting minutes.

Employees recognized:

During the January 24 Board of Trust-
ees meeting, a number of Aldine ISD em-
ployees were recognized who provide
leadership and represent the district’s
values in the most exceptional ways.

Grants announced:

Stacey Smith, Director of Special Pro-
grams, announced two grants during the
January 24 Board of Trustees meeting.

*Hinojosa Primary School Principal
Denise Meister and Kathleen Flores se-
cured a $2,800 grant from East Aldine
Management District to support the cam-
pus garden.

The grants announced at the January
24 Board meeting totaled $1,952,800.00.

Trustees approve action items

During the January 24 Board meeting,
Aldine ISD Trustees approved a number
of action items. Those action items were:

Approval of MOU between Harris
County Department of Education (HCDE)
and Aldine Independent School District
for participation in the HCDE case debate
program

Approval of Single contracts and pur-
chases of $50,000 and greater

Approval of Mid-Year Budget Amend-
ment 2022-2023

Approval of 2023-2024 Academic Cal-
endar & 2023-2024 Additional Day School
Year (ADSY) Academic Calendar

Approval of Release of Judgement
Liens and authorize District Counsel to
Execute and File Notices of Release of
Liens Filed in Harris County District
Courts in Cause Numbers:

Approval of Release of Abstract judg-
ments and authorize District Superinten-
dent to execute a release of Abstract Liens
filed in Harris County District courts in
cause Numbers

Approval of Monthly Tax Office Re-
funds

Approval of Resolution to Revoke the
expansion of exemption from Ad valorem
taxation of freeport goods

*Javier Villarreal, Chief Human resources officer, named Torivio Trevino as the Human
Resources Department’s Employee of the Quarter. Trevino serves as the HR coordinator.

Tracey Bailey, Executive Director of Special Education, Angel \Xebb, and Terra Thompson
secured a $1,950,000.00 grant from the United States Department of Education. Teachers
from Aldine ISD will receive $ 1.6 million dollars in professional development paid by grants

and stipends totaling $350,000.

Aldine ISD Black History Oratory
Competition Begins Jan. 23

The third annual Aldine ISD Black His-
tory Oratory Competition will begin on Jan-
uary 23, 2023.

The competition will coincide with Black
History Month in February and serve as a
districtwide celebration. The competition is
open to all Aldine ISD students in grades
3-12. In addition, each campus will host in-
dividual campus competitions before select-
ing the top winner at each campus.

Campus competitions will take place be-
tween January 23 — February 17. The dis-
trict competition will take place from
February 20-22.

To participate in the competition, stu-
dents will individually create a spoken pre-
sentation that relates to the
theme, Resilience.

In 3 to 5 minutes, students will describe
how African Americans have demonstrat-
ed resilience by highlighting not only black
scholars and medical practitioners in West-

ern medicine but also other ways; it will also
focus on the importance of taking care of
oneself — both physically and mentally. The
original oratory piece must be recorded us-
ing the Flipgrid app, an online video dis-
cussion tool.

After each campus selects their first, sec-
ond, and third-place winners, the first-place
winners will compete in the district finals,
where they compete against different stu-
dents in their grade level from across the
district. From this contest, three first-place
winners (Elementary, Middle, and Ninth
Grade and High School) will be named 2023
Aldine ISD Black History Oratory winners.
The winners will receive a trophy and be
honored at the March 22 School Board meet-
ing.

Aldine ISD students in Grades 3-12 in-
terested in participating in the third annu-
al Aldine ISD Black History Oratory
Competition should reach out to their cam-
pus.
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WALLE WORLD

By State Representative
ARMANDO WALLE

January 19, 2023

On Tuesday, Jan. 10th, the 88th Legislature
officially gaveled into Session. Rep. Walle will spend
the next six months traveling back and forth
between Harris County and Austin, TX to fight for
our communities in House District 140, and for all
Texans across the state.

Rep. Walle was
joined by his wife,
Debbie, and their
children, Armando and
Joaquin, for the
Opening Day Ceremo-
nies. Several members
of his extended family
also came by to cele-
brate.

Texas legislators
have until March 10,
2023 to file bills for the
88th Session. Each
newsletter, we will
highlight a few of Rep.
Walle’s legislative priorities for 2023.

House Bill 737

Raises the minimum wage from $7.25 per hour to
$15.00 per hour.

House Bill 778

Expands worker’s compensation benefits on
construction sites to contractors and subcontractors,
providing better coverage for working families.

On Jan. 16th, Rep. Walle joined the City of
Houston and Black Heritage Society’s 45th Annual
Original Martin Luther King Jr. Day Parade
downtown. Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner served
as Grand Marshal of the event.

While marching in the parade, Rep. Walle met up
with Houston City Councilwoman At-Large Letitia
Plummer, Olympian and University of Houston
Track and Field Head Coach Carl Lewis, and Aldine
ISD Superintendent Dr. LaTonya Goffney (pictured
above).

Rep. Walle sits down in his Austin office for an
interview with ABC Houston Reporter Tom Abraha-
ms.

88th Texas legislative session gets underway with
incumbent house speaker reelected to role | ABC
Houston

Among the 7,000 bills that might be filed during
the long session, most of which are substantive in
nature, there are also the hot-button issues: those
that fall more sharply along cultural or ideological
lines. ...

“You can see it in the bills that are being filed,”
State Rep. Armando Walle, D-Houston, told ABC13.
“Anti-CRT. Anti-LGBT. Anti-transgender. Some of
us are on these social issues. I think most Texans,
average Texans, don’t like to attack vulnerable
communities.”

2023 Texas Legislature: $27 billion surplus raises
stakes for Republicans | Houston Chronicle

“I think our No. 1 opportunity is in the crafting of
the state budget,” said state Rep. Armando Walle, a
Houston Democrat who serves on the budget-
writing House Appropriations Committee. “There’ll
be a lot of opportunity to spread goodwill around the
state with the amount of surplus that we have. And
that surplus needs to be reinvested in human
capital, in the infrastructure of opportunity for
people to get a good education, get a good job, access
to quality health care and live in safe communities.”

Walle is one of two Democrats on the influential
Legislative Budget Board, which compiles draft
budgets for the state’s spending plans each session.
He’s aiming to put more money into the state’s
Flood Infrastructure Fund, formed by the Legisla-
ture in response to Hurricane Harvey to pay for
flood control projects, and said he’s working on
sending more to the Harris County Flood Control
District “by whatever source of dollars we can use.”

House Bill 1501

Rep. Walle and Senator Royce West (D-Dallas)
worked together with Feeding Texas on House Bill
1501 and Senate Bill 557, which instruct the Texas
Health and Human Services Commission to identify
college degree programs that are vocational or
technical in nature so that students enrolled in
these programs can receive SNAP benefits.

“A simple change in policy would allow low-
income students in vocational and technical degree
programs to access SNAP while they pursue their
educational goals,” Rep. Walle said in a statement.
“Improving short-term food assistance would help
thousands of Texas students along their path to
economic self-sufficiency. This legislation is a win-
win and makes good business sense for Texas.”

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

Lawmakers Push $15k Teacher Raises

A group of House Demo-
crats is proposing a $15,000
raise for the state’s teach-
ers and a 25% raise for oth-
er state employees by using
some of the state’s record
budget surplus. State Rep.
James Talarico, D-Austin,
announced the bill last
week and was joined by
Democratic legislators and
teachers, the Austin Amer-
ican-Statesman reported.

“This moment demands
bold action, and that’s what
our state is known for,” Ta-
larico said. “House Bill 1548
would be the biggest teach-
er pay raise in Texas histo-
ry. In Texas, we go big or
we go home. Let’s go big on
teacher pay.”

While the proposal may
not gain traction in the
GOP-controlled House, it
could spur debate as the
state faces a growing exo-
dus of public-school
teachers. The Dallas Morn-
ing News, which analyzed
teacher salaries across the
state, reported that major
suburban and urban dis-
tricts pay educators the
most, while rural school dis-
tricts and charter schools
pay the least.

The highest average
teacher salary is in the
Houston region at $62,589,
while the lowest average
teacher salary was in the
Abilene region, according to
the Texas Education Agen-
cy. The state operates 20
educational regions.

DISASTER DECLARATION
FOR SOUTHEAST TEXAS
COMMUNITIES

Gov. Gregg Abbott last
week issued a

disaster declaration for
Harris and Orange counties
after at least one tornado
touched down in Pasadena,
Deer Park and neighboring
Southeast Texas communi-
ties. The Texas Division of
Emergency Management
has requested federal assis-
tance in making prelimi-
nary damage assessments.

The Houston
Chronicle reported no inju-
ries despite the consider-
able damage in the area.

Abbott urged Texans
with damage to their homes
or businesses to complete a
self-reporting damage sur-
v e y
at damage.tdem.texas.gov.
Damage should also be re-
ported separately to insur-
ance agencies.

TEXAS LEADS NATION IN
JOB CREATION IN 2022

A December
employment release from
the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics indicates Texas
led the nation in job cre-
ation with 650,100 nonfarm
jobs added last year —a 5%
rate, the fastest in the na-
tion. Coming in second with
621,400 new nonfarm jobs
was California.

“Texas works when Tex-
ans work, and in this legis-
lative session, we will
continue expanding oppor-
tunity and ensuring Texas
remains the best state to
live, work, build a business,
and raise a family,” Abbott
said.

The state’s unemploy-
ment rate stood at 3.9% in
December, slightly higher
than the national average
of 3.5%. Total Texas em-
ployment reached a new
high of 13.705 million at
year’s end.

HEAT-RELATED DEATHS
REACH TWO-DECADE HIGH

Heat-related deaths in
Texas reached a new high
last year, according to
a Texas Tribune analysis of
state data since 1999. The
state’s second-hottest sum-
mer and the worst drought
since 2011 combined to in-
crease risk of heat exhaus-
tion and heatstroke. At
least 268 in the state were
killed by heat, with a large
portion of those being mi-
grants who died after cross-
ing the border, the Tribune
reported.

The analysis showed six
of the top 10 counties for
heat deaths since 1999 are
on or near the Texas-Mexi-
co border, with Webb Coun-
ty having the highest
number at 325. Migrant ex-
perts and local officials
along the border say the
number reported is almost
certainly a “dramatic un-
dercount.”
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Local parks grants to-
tal $9.8 million

The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Commission ap-
proved more than $9.8 mil-
lion in local
parks grants last week “to
help create and enhance
outdoor recreational oppor-
tunities.” The grants are
allocated to local govern-
ments on a 50/50 basis.
Once a park is funded, it
must remain in existence in
perpetuity, be properly
maintained and open to the
public.

Grants went to 20 cities
of varying sizes for nature
trails, native gardens, play-
grounds, splash pads, dog
parks and sports fields.

A full list of grants can
be found on
the tpwd.texas.gov website.

BILLS PUSH FOR
ACCOUNTABILITY AFTER
UVALDE SHOOTING

The state senator whose
district includes Uvalde has
filed four bills related to the
mass shooting at Robb Ele-
mentary last May. Sen. Ro-
land Gutierrez, D-San
Antonio, filed bills to “re-
duce gun
violence, increase support
for school shooting victims
and survivors, and push for
accountability for the
flawed law enforcement re-
sponse to the mass shoot-
i n g , ”
the Statesman reported.

Several families of the
Uvalde school shooting vic-
tims joined Gutierrez for
the announcement last
week. One bill would create
a school violence victims’
compensation fund. Anoth-
er would eliminate quali-
fied immunity protection
for police officers. The law
enforcement response to
the shooting has been wide-
ly criticized.

Another bill would raise
the minimum age to pur-
chase military-style rifles.

“When will it be enough
bloodshed? Are you waiting
for it to happen to you or
your family before you stop
to think about your gross
negligence?” said Velma
Lisa Duran, the older sister
of Irma Garcia, one of the
two teachers killed in Uval-
de, the Statesman reported.

COVID-19 CASES DIP
SLIGHTLY

The number of new cas-
es of COVID-19 in Texas
during the past week
dropped slightly to 23,530,
with 194 deaths reported by
the Coronavirus Resource
Center at Johns Hopkins
University. The number of
lab-confirmed COVID-19
patients reported by the
Texas Department of State
Health Services was 2,513,
down about 300 from the
previous week. Only report-
ed cases are tallied, and
people who test positive
with a home test kit likely
are never reported.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches, and
Cedar Park.
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THE

POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

Walking Through
The Snow

It was snowing hard, the
way it almost never does any-
more, and I decided I needed
to go for my walk, heedless of
the weather.

“I probably won’t be gone
long!” I texted a friend in Cal-
ifornia as I headed out the
door looking like an Arctic ex-
plorer. The snow was coming
down fast and sideways.
Many businesses were closed,
and the streetlights had eeri-
ly popped on at midday.

Once outside, I wondered if
this was such a good idea.

It was impossible to keep
the snow out of my eyes. I
pulled my fur-trimmed cap
down so it nearly hid my eyes.
I pulled my face mask up over
my nose and navigated
through a narrow strip of vi-
sion with a fringe of fur on top.

It was a lot of work. Be-
tween 4 to 5 inches of snow
had already fallen and only a
few people had traversed the
sidewalk ahead of me. I found
myself tripping and slipping
in their tracks.

“I'm going to walk to the
next cross street and turn
around,” I promised myself. “A
short walk is better than no
walk at all!”

I kept trudging.

But a funny thing hap-
pened on the next block. The
last of the footprints disap-
peared, and I was walking
through untouched, fresh
snow. Once I was no longer
stumbling in the footsteps of
previous pedestrians, the
walk became easier. The snow
had a bounce to it. My steps,
though slow, were even and
smooth. I started to have fun.

“I'll go one more block be-
fore turning around.”

The block came and went.
Every so often, I'd hit a patch
of sidewalk where someone
had shoveled, and walking
became amazingly easy. Then
I'd go back to what I was now
used to.

And, eventually, walking
through the snow became nor-
mal. I settled into a slow but
steady pace and observed the
closed businesses and the un-
shoveled sidewalks and the
snowplows trying to clear the
street beside me. At one point,
I saw two young people trying
to pry a car out of a parking
spot, and I helped push it free.

“Thank you!” they called as
they headed down the street,
wheels spinning in the deep
Snow.

“They’re going to get stuck
again,” I thought. And they
probably did.

I heard sirens in the dis-
tance and watched great
whirls of snow gust off the
rooftops and fill the air with
dancing snow phantoms. I
ended up walking my whole
route.

I remember hearing the
neural pathways of our brain
described as paths through
the snow. I can think in new
ways, but it is much easier to
follow an existing path, one
that has already been cleared,
and so I'll do that whenever
possible.

But I wonder if there isn’t
more to it.

I think of all the times that
I've heard there was a “right
way” to do things, and remem-
ber all the times the right way
hasn’t been all it’s cracked up
to be. Of course, it’s always
easy to walk on a clear path.
But sometimes I have to break
anew trail and, when the path
is new, it’s often a good idea
to find my own way.

“I did the whole loop!” I told
my friend in California once I
was back. “It wasn’t too hard
to walk because I was the first
one to make tracks!”

“It’s harder to follow in
someone else’s footsteps?” she
asked. She hasn’t seen a lot of
Snow.

“Ttis!”

And it was. And there’s a
lesson for me in that, I am

sure.
Till next time,
Carrie
Photos and other news can
be found at

CarrieClasson.com.
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Stephanie Hsu, Michelle Yeoh and Ke Huy Quan star
as the Wang family in “Everything Everywhere All At

Once.”

”Everything Everywhere

All at Once”

"Everything Every-
where All at Once” (R) —
Evelyn Quan lives in a
state of chaos in her every-
day life. She is the owner
of alaundromat and moth-
er to her misunderstood
daughter, Joy, and a mil-
lion other tasks always
seem to snatch up her at-
tention.

Because of this, her re-
lationships begin to fall
apart, leading up to one
seemingly ordinary day
when her life gets flipped
upside down. A version of
her husband, Waymond,
from an alternate uni-
verse, visits her in need of
her help from the evil Jobu
Tupaki, who plans to de-
stroy each existing uni-
verse one by one. As this
alternate Waymond teach-
es her about the multi-

verse, Evelyn learns she
has a much bigger purpose
than she ever imagined in
the fight against Jobu.

With Michelle Yeoh and
Ke Huy Quan taking home
Golden Globes for this vi-
sually stunning film, “Ev-
erything Everywhere All
at Once” is incredibly pro-
found — and a must-
watch.

Out now. (Showtime)
“You People” (R) — Ezra
Cohen (Jonah Hill) hasn’t
had much luck in his quest
for love, although mar-
riage is something he defi-
nitely sees in his future.
When he accidentally wan-
ders into Amira’s (Lauren
London) car, thinking that
she’s his Uber driver, he
begs her for the chance to
make it up to her.

NORTHEAST NEWS

Ezra and Amira begin to
hit it off, and Ezra finally
feels like he’s found the
right person for him. As he
makes plans to propose to
Amira, Ezra’s friend, Sam,
tells him he needs to speak
with Amira’s family. So,
Ezra sits down with
Amira’s parents (Eddie
Murphy and Nia Long),
and he finds that integrat-
ing his Jewish family with
Amira’s Black family isn’t
as seamless as he thought
it’d be.

Julia Louis-Dreyfus and
Mike Epps also star in this
relatable comedy film, co-
written by Hill and direc-
tor Kenya Barris. “You
People” premieres Jan. 27.

(Netflix) “Shotgun Wed-
ding” (R) — Originally
starring Armie Hammer
as the male lead before
abuse allegations came out
against him, this romantic
comedy film about a desti-
nation wedding replaced
him with Josh Duhamel in
the male lead role, with
Jennifer Lopez as his op-
posite.

They play a couple
named Tom and Darcy,
who are about to say their
“I do’s” in the perfect trop-
ical setting. At first, Tom
and Darcy think the worst
of their worries will be
dealing with their eccen-
tric family members.

But then, right before
the wedding, plans get in-
terrupted by a heavily
loaded gang of criminals.
The criminals take Tom
and Darcy’s families hos-
tage, but the couple man-
ages to escape and
attempts to get help while
simultaneously running
from the captors. Is there
any better way to start the
rest of your lives together?

This Prime Video origi-
nal film premieres Jan. 27.
(Prime Video) (c¢) 2023
King Features Synd., Inc.

HOLLYWOOD — Henry Cavill was
the perfect Superman. He first became
the legendary superhero for “Man of
Steel” in 2013. He also donned his tights
and cape for “Batman v. Superman:
Dawn of Justice” (2016), “Justice
League” (2017) and “Black Adam”
(2022).

But the new co-CEOs of DC Studios
have decided to recast Superman. The
studio heads made Cavill announce: “I
will, after all, not be returning as Su-
perman. After being told by the studio
to announce my return back in October
... the changing of the guard is some-
thing that happens. James [Gunn] and
Peter [Safran] have a universe to build.”

This announcement came right after
he quit Netflix’s “The Witcher” after two
seasons, with Liam Hemsworth replac-
ing him in the lead role. But, worry not,
Cavill’s not hurting for work. He has
“The Ministry of Ungentlemanly War-
fare,” the four-film franchise “Argylle,”
“The Rosie Project” and the reboot of
“Highlander” in his future. Also stack-
ing projects is Cavill’s “Argylle” co-star
John Cena, who kicks off 2023 with
“Fast X” (aka “Fast & Furious 107);
“Freelance” with Alison Brie; and “Coy-
ote vs. Acme,” opposite Will Forte — all
lining up for release soon.

skekesk

As “Avatar: The Way of Water” nears
a billion-dollar gross worldwide, Disney
must be biting their nails over the pro-
jected $2 billion price tag (which will
double for promotion) for the next three
“Avatar” sequels. Disney inherited the
“Avatar” sequels when they acquired
20th Century Fox. But judging from the
$3 billion grosses of the original “Ava-
tar,” and that “Avatar” creator James
Cameron’s “Titanic” is in the third spot,
we can expect an “Avatar” sequel every
Christmas for the next three years.

Executive VP of Disney Tony Cham-
bers says “James Cameron’s movies
have a long tail. So this isn’t about Day
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Ronal (played by Kate Winslet) from
“Avatar: The Way of Water”

1. This isn’t about opening weekend. This
is about the entire run of the movie.”
Luckily, there’s very little competition
this year. Even with mixed reviews (it
received 77% on Rotten Tomatoes), their
audience loves this franchise and are en-
veloping themselves in the IMAX and 3D
format.

At a time when moviegoers have few-
er reasons to leave home, many do come
back to immerse themselves in “The Way
of Water,” which runs for three hours and
12 minutes. Moviegoers, especially the
younger ones, return time and time again
to be lost in their “Avatar” experience.
Theater exhibitors hope “Avatar” will get
post-pandemic filmgoers back into the-
aters in a pre-COVID way.

The question remains, was it wise to
bank on four sequels filmed back to back
with our ever-changing times as the
world evolves quicker and quicker? If
“Avatar” and its sequels turn out to be a
white elephant, Disney could always turn
it into a jungle franchise to make their
money back. (¢) 2023 King Features
Synd., Inc.

ENTERTAINMENT
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BIBLE TRIVIA 5. What's the Sea of Galilee called in John 6? Tiberias,

By Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Ruth (KJV) in the Old or New
Testament or neither?

2. From 2 Samuel, who commanded the rebel army
when Absalom rebelled against David? Arioch, Abner,
Abishai, Amasa

3. In the Old Testament, who said, “Speak, Lord; for

Dead, Jordan, Geneva
6. Who was the mate of Zipporah? Hosea, Amos,
Moses, Malachi

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Amasa, 3) Samuel (1 Samuel 3:9), 4) Solomon,
5) Tiberias, 6) Moses

Comments? More Trivia? Gift ideas? Visit www.TriviaGuy.com.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

thy servant heareth”? Noah, Isaiah, Samuel, Adam
4. \Who wrote most of the Proverbs? David, Solomon,
Paul, Isaiah

THE ILLUSTRATED BIBLE

How blessed is everyone who fears the Lord,
who walks in His ways. When you shall eat
of the fruit of your hands, you will be
happy and it will be well with you.

PSALM 12813 e

First Baptist Church North Houston

Where Jesus Has the Priority And Everyone is Welcome
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Detail of Frank Leslie§ Illustrated Newspaper
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City of Houston and Harris County
Announce Unprecedented Investment

to House the Homeless

$100 million program will house more than 7,000 additional people
by 2024 and build critical infrastructure to end homelessness

HOUSTON - Officials from the City of Houston, Harris County, and the nonprofit Coalition for
the Homeless on Wednesday announced a $100 million initiative to house 7,000 more people expe-
riencing homelessness and to make critical enhancements that will bring the region closer to end-
ing homelessness. Federal COVID relief funding will be used for the second phase of the Community
COVID Housing Program. The housing initiative has already housed a record number of people
experiencing homelessness — more than 7,000 people since Oct. 2020.

At the announcement, the
City and the County also official-
ly signed on to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD)’s and the
U.S. Interagency Council on
Homelessness (USICH)’s nation-
al House America Initiative.

“In Phase 1, we not only met
our goal, but we also beat it and
did so in record time,” said Hous-
ton Mayor Sylvester Turner. “We
are not resting on our laurels, to-
gether, we will do more, and we
must keep the momentum going.

Therefore, Houston and Harris

County are doubling down and

once again partnering with the

Coalition for the Homeless and

fellow agencies to launch the largest and most ambitious homeless initiative in the history of the
City and County. Together, we can strategically utilize COVID-19 related funding to turn the
crisis of the pandemic into an opportunity to reduce homelessness further and save lives.”

“By pulling together in the same direction, Harris County and Houston are showing the rest of
America how to get within striking distance of solving an intractable issue like homelessness,”
said County Judge Lina Hidalgo. “Our rapid deployment of creative, effective programs is chang-
ing countless lives for the better. This is how we make our community stronger, more resilient, and
prosperous for everyone.”

“After a lifetime of working in public safety, I have focused on keeping our entire community
safe for decades,” said Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia. “We chose to part-
ner again with the City of Houston and the Coalition for the Homeless on the Community COVID
Housing Program because housing the homeless not only protects the homeless, it protects the
broader community.”

“Everyone deserves access to a safe, stable, and affordable place to call home. Access to housing
and shelter is a fundamental human right, yet we often treat housing as a commodity,” said Harris
County Precinct 1 Commissioner Rodney Ellis. “We have an opportunity to end chronic homeless-
ness in our community. That’s why I am excited to support ongoing funding with the City of Hous-
ton and proud that the County will continue to invest in our homelessness system through the
Community COVID Housing Program.”

“Although Houston and Harris County just joined the 60+ communities part of House America,
they’ve been following the spirit of the initiative,” said Anthony Love, Interim Executive Director,
U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH). “They used federal funding for the COVID
homeless housing program to set goals and break new records. They permanently rehoused 5,000
people — a year before they expected. The House America community can learn from Houston and
Harris County.”

“The Way Home, the local homeless response system, continues to prove out how collaboration
among governments, nonprofits, and philanthropy can provide long-term fiscally and morally re-
sponsible solutions to homelessness,” said Michael Nichols, president and CEO of the Coalition for
the Homeless of Houston/Harris County.

Funding for Phase 2 of housing-focused pandemic response

First announced in July 2020, the Community COVID Housing Program (CCHP) is a housing-
focused response to the pandemic for people experiencing homelessness. Led by the Coalition and
implemented by about a dozen homeless service provider agencies, the CCHP pioneered the use of
housing as a pandemic response. It has become a model for other cities and counties across the
country looking to use federal funding for maximum impact for people experiencing homelessness.

Harris County intends to invest $35 million in American Rescue Plan (ARP) Local Fiscal Re-
covery Funds in Phase 2 of the CCHP, with $29.5 million committed by Commissioners Court this
week on top of $5.5 million previously approved. The City of Houston plans allocate at least $35
million — including funds approved by City Council today for a $6.2 million housing navigation
center — and helped secure $26 million from the Texas Department of Housing and Community
Affairs (TDHCA). The Coalition will raise additional funding for Phase 2 from private philanthro-
py, making it a public-private partnership.

Partnership with national initiative

On Wednesday, the City and the County officially signed on to the House America Initiative.
House America is a national partnership in which HUD and USICH invite local leaders to “use the
historic investments provided through ARP to address the crisis of homelessness through a Hous-
ing First approach by immediately re-housing and building additional housing for people experi-
encing homelessness,” according to a release from USICH. This aligns with the approach that the
City, County, Coalition, and community partners have been implementing successfully for over a
year.

Success of Phase 1 of the Community COVID Housing Program

Through the first phase of the CCHP, the partners of The Way Home — the local homeless
response system — have been able to accelerate their work and have housed more than 7,000
people experiencing homelessness — or on the verge of homelessness — since October 2020. The
number of people permanently housed through the CCHP exceeds the number of people housed in
the two previous years combined.

The initial goal of Phase 1 the housing initiative was to house 5,000 people over two years.
Since the official start of the CCHP in October 2020:

—More than 1,080 people experiencing chronic (long-term) homelessness have been housed in
Permanent Supportive Housing,

—More than 3,180 people have been housed via Rapid Rehousing (short-term rental assistance
and light case management services),

—And more than 2,780 people have been prevented from falling into homelessness via Diver-
sion.

—For a total of more than 7,000 people housed Oct. 1, 2020, to Jan. 11, 2022.
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Lone Star College hosts
International Education

Biennial

HOUSTON (Oct. 20) —
Lone Star College Honors
College and Internation-
al Education hosted an
International Education
Biennial Conference enti-
tled “Around the World in
Seven Days: Breaking
Barriers and Building
Connections.” The confer-
ence featured presenta-
tions, workshops and
roundtables from thought
leaders in international
education worldwide.

“This year’s event will
explore internationaliz-
ing the curriculum, col-
laboration and
partnerships with institu-
tions abroad, experience
and expertise in virtual
exchange, and cultural
diversity in the class-
room,” said Katharine
Caruso, Ph.D., LSC Asso-
ciate Vice Chancellor
Honors and Internation-
al Education. “We look
forward to providing an
idea exchange platform
for innovations in inter-
national education.”

The conference took
place Friday, Nov. 11, at
LSC-System Office, The
Woodlands, and featured
Dr. Joseph Shaules as the
keynote speaker. Shaules
is a Professor at Keio Uni-
versity in Tokyo. Shaules
also serves as director of
the Japan Intercultural
Institute—and is re-
nowned world-wide for
his lively talks on the psy-
chology behind cultural
understanding. Shaules
has worked in intercul-
tural education in Japan,
Mexico and Europe for
more than 25 years and
has published several
books.

“The International Ed-
ucation Biennial Confer-
ence is a must for anyone
who believes in the pow-
er of higher education to
create global connec-

Dr. Joseph Shaules is the
featured keynote speaker
for the Lone Star College
International Education
Biennial conference. The
Biennial featured presen-
tations, workshops and
roundtables from thought
leaders in international
education from around
the world.

tions,” said Caruso. “This
includes faculty, stu-
dents, staff, administra-
tors and community
members.”

Other speakers sched-
uled to appear were Clau-
dia Koelker, author of
“The Immigrant Advan-
tage,” and Stephen C.
Head, Ph.D., LSC Chan-
cellor.

The conference also in-
cluded a special discus-
sion hosted by LSC
History and Government
faculty in honor of Veter-
ans Day.

Lone Star College en-
rolls over 80,000 students
each semester providing
high-quality, low-cost ac-
ademic transfer and ca-
reer training education.
LSC is training tomor-
row’s workforce today and
redefining the communi-
ty college experience to
support student success.
Stephen C. Head, Ph.D.,
serves as chancellor of
LSC, the largest institu-
tion of higher education
in the Houston area and

has been named a 2022
Great Colleges to Work
For® institution by the
Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation, ranked 35th in
Texas in the Forbes
‘America’s Best Employ-
ers By State’ list and rec-
ognized by Fortune
Magazine and Great
Place To Work® as one of
this year’s Best Work-
places in Texas™. LSC
consists of eight colleges,
seven centers, eight
Workforce Centers of Ex-
cellence and Lone Star
Corporate College. To
learn more, visit
LoneStar.edu.

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled

« UTILITIES &
APPLIANCES FURNISHED
ELIGIBILITY:
* Age 62 or older
» Disabled
* Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR
AFRICAN AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH
ABOVE:

Family Time: Every
Saturday, bring the fam-
ily to the library and cre-
ate memories with crafts,
games, and more!

ESL & Citizenship
Classes: Our ESL and
Citizenship classes are
open for registration.
Stop by the library and
ask the staff to register
for a class today. All
classes are free.

HIGH MEADOWS LIBRARY NEWS

PJ Pals: Pajama Story-
time at 5:30, every 2nd and
4th Monday.

Anime Club: Teens are
welcome to join our anime
club on Tuesday at 3PM.

Krafty Kids: Join us for
a children’s craft on
Wednesday at 4:30 PM,
every 2nd and 4th Wednes-
day

Lunch and Learn: Feb-
ruary 10th and 24th at
1:30 PM. Let’s Talk Mon-
ey! February 20th at 5:30

PM Have you had the
“money talk” with your
family yet? February
27th at 5:30 PM Will you
be ready for retirement?

For information on
any of the above events
or programs, please call
us at 832-927-5540 or
stop by the library.

SHARON SIMMONS
LIBRARY PROGRAM
SPECIALIST

HIGH MEADOWS
BRANCH LIBRARY
832-927-5541
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Texas State Rep. Sam Harless credits Lone
Star College for starting close and going far

HOUSTON (Dec. 15) — Lone Star Col-
lege prepares students to enter various
industries such as education, health
care, technology and politics.

After graduating from Spring High
School in 1981, Sam Harless, Texas Rep-
resentative District 126, attended Lone
Star College while he figured out his
next move.

“I was working and just wasn’t ready
to jump into a big university environ-
ment,” said Harless. “Lone Star College
offered me an opportunity to settle into
academics at my own pace.”

Harless attended what is now known
as LSC-North Harris and LSC-Tomball.
He enrolled in general classes, such as
English, and courses that deepened his
interest in politics and business. He
learned how to socialize with others and
become acclimated to a large education-
al environment while at LSC. Addition-
ally, as the owner of Fred Fincher
Motors, a second-generation indepen-
dent automobile dealership and several
other small businesses, Harless credits
his success to his LSC education.

“Lone Star College is a great place for
many young people to get their feet on
the ground academically,” said Harless.
“Not everyone is cut out for the high
pressures and expenses that come with
big universities. Not all students are ful-
ly socialized; some come from small, ru-
ral or private schools, and small campus
environments, like Lone Star College,
seem more like a community.”

Harless was elected to the Texas
Houston of Representatives District 126
in 2018. He serves on two committees:
Homeland Security and Public Safety
and State Affairs. At the end of the 87th
Texas Legislature, Harless was direct-
ly involved with 134 pieces of legislation.

“I have been in and around political
figures and have always been intrigued
in helping my community,” said Harless.
“I get a great satisfaction in helping con-
stituents regardless of if their issues are
simple or mundane; it’s important to
them,” said Harless.

After LSC, Harless attended Sam
Houston State University. He current-

Sam Harless, Texas State Representative
District 126, started his college career
at Lone Star College in 1981.

ly sits on the Lone Star College Commu-
nity Advisory Board, the Harris County
Constable Precinct 4 Training Advisory
Board and the Harris County Sheriff’s
Training Advisory Board. Harless is
married to Patricia, a former Texas State
Representative for District 126 from
2007-2016, and they have one son.

Lone Star College enrolls over 80,000
students each semester providing high-
quality, low-cost academic transfer and
career training education. LSC is train-
ing tomorrow’s workforce today and re-
defining the community college
experience to support student success.
Stephen C. Head, Ph.D., serves as chan-
cellor of LSC, the largest institution of
higher education in the Houston area
and has been named a 2022 Great Col-
leges to Work For® institution by the
Chronicle of Higher Education, ranked
35th in Texas in the Forbes ‘America’s
Best Employers By State’ list and rec-
ognized by Fortune Magazine and Great
Place To Work® as one of this year’s Best
Workplaces in Texas™. LSC consists of
eight colleges, seven centers, eight Work-
force Centers of Excellence and Lone
Star Corporate College. To learn more,
visit LoneStar.edu.

Ermel Elementary Makes a Slam
Dunk with New Basketball Court

By Luke Rabalais

Alma Maldonado, president of the Er-
mel Elementary PTO and mother of three
Ermel students, knew that an empty as-
phalt pad behind Ermel had some poten-
tial.

After hearing that Bimbo Bakeries do-
nated basketball goals and a paint job to
Smith Elementary through their Good
Neighbor program, she reached out. Alma
was thrilled when Bimbo replied that they
were on board and that Ermel would also
be getting a basketball court in two weeks
time.

The students and teachers at Ermel
were overjoyed when Bimbo Bakeries vis-

ited to cut the ribbon on the new court,
students said they couldn’t wait to start
shooting hoops. Students also said “I want
Gansito!” and “Takis, takis, takis,
takis...”

Thanks to Alma’s engagement and
care, the Ermel community now has
brand new basketball goals and a shiny
paint job, which will provide endless
hours of dunking, H.O.R.S.E., and fun
exercise for the students.

Alma is grateful for Bimbo’s generosi-
ty, and she knows that the new basket-
ball court will be a valuable resource for
the students and teachers at Ermel ele-
mentary school.

of Success

East Aldine District
COMMUNITY NEWS

East Aldine Speaks
Multiple Languages

Multi-lingual business owners and employees can better problem-

To incorporate more
than one language into
your business, consider
adopting the following
strategies:

* Spend time in the
community getting to
know customers

» Work to better under-
stand your Spanish-speak-
ing customers’ needs and
wants by spending time
networking along with
your bilingual employees
in the community or even
working with a multicultur-
al marketing consultant.
Some businesses then de-
cide to tweak their prod-
ucts—or add new
ones—so they can cater to

the new multicultural clients they want to attract.
* Make your business website multilingual

solve for a diverse customer base and build rapport in the local communi-
ty, helping to attract and retain new customers. This situation is especially
true in East Aldine, where some 80 percent of the area’s growing popula-
tion is Latino and most people speak some Spanish.

* Translate your website into Spanish, too. If you have the funds avail-
able, invest in a professional translation service rather than simply using
Google Translate, which can often miss nuances, including dialect. Dialect
is important. For example, if the majority of your Spanish-speaking custom-
ers are from Mexico, it may be better to use terms commonly used by Mexi-
can Spanish speakers as opposed to terms that are more often used in Spain
or in Central American countries. Making your website more accessible in
this way will drive more traffic to your site, and it could also help to increase
sales.

If you can't hire bilingual staff, tap into free tech

If you don’t have the resources to hire bi- or multilingual staff, an alterna-
tive could be to tap into free apps like Google Translate and Apple’s Trans-
late, both of which make use of machine learning to turn mobile and desktop
devices into personal translators. There are plenty of translation apps avail-
able, so business owners interested in using one with customers may want to
test out several to see which would work best for their needs.

These factors mean the tight-knit community just north of the Houston
city limits provides not only the customer base, but also the employment
base, for the success of new businesses.

East Aldine is also conveniently located to commerce hubs where
Spanish and many other languages are spoken: Bush International Airport
— which attracts travelers from all over the world — and the international
Port of Houston. The community also has proximity to a variety of import/
export businesses with ties to multiple nations and cultures.

Employees who speak more than one language can help with initial
market testing of products and offer cultural insights to improve services.
Speaking the same language as customers also helps workers efficiently
meet customer needs. It helps customers feel comfortable, builds trust,
and is key to customer service.

Invest in bilingual marketing

As you plan your marketing and community outreach efforts—fliers, bill-
boards, brochures, and even your social media—translate them into Spanish
as well. Research shows that consumers respond more favorably to messag-
es they receive in their native language. One survey shows that 65 percent of
consumers prefer to have content in their native language, while 75 percent
would also rather buy products they learn about through information in their
native language.

Communicating in more than one language as a business owner does
require some extra leg work, —and often, funds — to invest in new tools,
people, technology and strategies. But in the end, for business owners and
entrepreneurs who settle in East Aldine, communicating in more than one
language will help to fuel your success.

— By Deborah Lynn Blumberg

But bilingual employees can also be good for business in other ways. A
Penn State study found that people who speak two languages are better at
prioritizing and multi-tasking, two important business skills. Other re-
search has found that people who are bilingual can process information
faster than those who speak just one language. They also do better on
tasks in which conflict management is necessary.

Business owners can hire bilingual staff or provide or partially fund lan-
guage training for employees who don'’t already speak more than one. For
example, Lone Star College in East Aldine offers a wide variety of Spanish
classes, including “Speed Spanish,” “Workplace Spanish 1” and “Spanish
Conversation 1.”.

In the U.S., one in five residents speak a language other than English at
home, according to the United States Census Bureau. In Houston, the top
languages spoken, in addition to English and Spanish, include Vietnam-
ese, Chinese, Arabic and French.
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