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East Aldine’s
Small Business
Seminar Lunch
Feb. 23

East Aldine Headquarters Office
Building is Runner-up in ULI

Development of Distinction Awards
See Story Below

East Aldine District
will hold their First
Class of 2023 in the
Small Business Free
Seminar Series, on
Thursday February 23
from 12noon to 1pm.
This is a Luncheon
event.

This meeting will
present Business Tax
Prep 101. Learn about
preparing your
business for a smooth
tax season.

Co-sponsored by
Woodforest National
Bank and BakerRipley.

RSVP now. A
reservation is required.
See the QR graphic on
Page 8 to complete
your registration,
AldineDistrict.org, or
for more information
call 512-658-4985.

Seniors United
at BakerRipley

Seniors ages 60+ are
welcome to join along
with Everyone-Counts for
a monthly get togethers.

Every third Thursday at
BakerRipley East Aldine
campus, 11:30am to
1pm. Prizes and
Resources from
Community Partners. Call
to register 346-570-4463.

STATE OF THE STATE:

Abbott lists 7 Legislative Priorities
ABBOTT’S
LEGISLATIVE
PRIORITIES:
★ CUTTING PROPERTY
TAXES
★ ENDING COVID
RESTRICTIONS FOREVER
★ EDUCATION FREEDOM
★ SCHOOL SAFETY
★ ENDING REVOLVING
DOOR BAIL
★ SECURING THE
BORDER
★ FIGHTING THE
FENTANYL CRISIS

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT DELIVERS HIS “STATE OF THE STATE” SPEECH, AND
LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES, AT THE NOVEON MAGNETICS FACILITY IN SAN MARCOS
LAST THURSDAY.

East Aldine District seats
two new Board members

LUIS LUCIO FLOR ZARZOZA

Continued. See New
Board Members, Page 2

EAST ALDINE – Two
long-time East Aldine com-
munity leaders were re-
cently appointed to serve
on the board of the East
Aldine Management Dis-
trict.

They are Flor Zarzoza,
a former District employ-
ee and neighborhood vol-
unteer, and Luis A. Lucio,
former dean of the Lone
Star College East Aldine
Center.

Zarzoza, the widow of
Harris County Sheriff’s
Dep. Darren Almendarez,
is a longtime resident of
East Aldine who met her
late husband while she
was working for the Dis-
trict in 2013. As the first
anniversary of his fatal
shoot ing  approaches ,
Zarzoza says her late hus-
band serves “as my inspi-
ration” to continue her
work to improve the com-
munity.

Lucio, who now works
as director  of  special
projects at Lone Star Col-
lege Kingwood, is “a son of

East Aldine.” The East Al-
dine native and graduate
of MacArthur High School
launched his career in ed-
ucation right out of high
school, when he worked as
a paraprofessional, or
classroom assistant, at Al-
dine’s Gus A. Oleson Ele-
mentary  Schoo l  .  He
earned his bachelor’s and
masters’ degrees at Sam
Houston State University,
and his doctorate in edu-
cational leadership from
the University of Houston.

Zarzoza said serving on
the board “is like a bless-
ing to me because it’s

where I met my husband.”
Although she still strug-

gles with grief, Zarzoza
likes to remember Almen-
darez’ fun-loving sense of
humor. They met at the
first storefront office of the
district, when Almendarez
“pretended” to ask her a
community-related crime
question.

“He made up some sto-
ry to start asking me ques-
tions,” she said, with a
laugh.

The mother of two chil-

Continued. See New
Board Members, Page 2

By Patrick Svitek
Texas Tribune

SAN MARCOS – Gov.
Greg Abbott on Thursday
outlined his highest prior-
ities for the legislative ses-
sion, offering an agenda
centered on the economy,
schools and public safety,
complete with some pro-
posals to push Texas even
further to the political
right.

During his biennial
State of the State speech,
the Republican governor
named seven emergency
items that lawmakers can
vote on immediately: cut-
ting property taxes, ending
COVID-19 restrictions
“forever,” expanding school
choice, making schools saf-
er, ending “revolving-door”
bail policies, securing the
state’s border with Mexico
and cracking down on fen-
tanyl.

“This session, we will
ensure Texas remains the
leader of this nation as an
unflinching force in this
world,” Abbott said during
the speech in San Marcos.
“Together, we will build a
Texas for the next genera-
tion — the Texas of tomor-
row.”

The legislative session,
which began in early Jan-
uary, is Abbott’s fifth as
governor, and it comes
months after he secured a

decisive reelection victory
for a third term. It also
comes as he has emerged
as more of a national po-
litical figure for his atten-
tion-grabbing efforts to
secure the border — and as
a possible 2024 presiden-
tial candidate.

His speech included two
references to President Joe
Biden, a Democrat. Abbott
said in one that Texans are
rightfully “furious about
the lawlessness caused by
Joe Biden’s open border
policies.”

The speech otherwise
included a host of priorities
that Abbott has been em-
phasizing for months, like
using the state’s historic

budget surplus to deliver
the “largest property tax
cut in the history of Tex-
as.” He also reiterated he
wants to root out “woke
agendas” in the classroom
and let parents use tax dol-
lars to send their kids to
schools outside the tradi-
tional public education
system. He repeated that
he wants to do so through
Education Savings Ac-
counts, in which state
funds would be deposited
to help parents pay for
nontraditional education
e x p e n s e s ,  l i k e  h o m e
schooling or private school.

That may be the most
ambitious proposal that
Abbott backed, considering

school vouchers have his-
torically run into a wall of
opposition from Democrats
and rural Republicans in
the Legislature.

Texas Democrats re-
sponded to Abbott’s speech
in a 10-minute wide-rang-
ing video that included
comments from state and
federal lawmakers, as well
as Texans who said their
lives were negatively im-
pacted by Abbott’s policies.
The video began with the
families of victims of the
Uvalde elementary school
shooting pleading for state
lawmakers to do more to
prevent gun violence.

“Since that day we’ve
been begging Gov. Abbott

to do what’s right and in-
stitute the most common-
sense gun safety laws, like
raising the age from 18 to
21 to be able to buy a weap-
on of war in Texas, but he
didn’t listen,” said Felix
Rubio, whose daughter
Lexi was killed during the
shooting. Abbott and oth-
er Republicans have resist-
ed such proposals.

The Texas House Dem-
ocratic Caucus responded
to Abbott in a news confer-
ence Friday morning, ac-
cusing him of ignoring a
host of issues that are im-
portant to everyday Tex-

Driver Park wins ULI
Development Award

Continued. See
DRIVER PARK, Page 2

URBAN LAND
INSTITUTE Houston
announces 2023
DEVELOPMENT OF
DISTINCTION winners

East Aldine HQ bulding
also wins runner-up

HOUSTON – February
7, 2023 – Houston’s most
compelling and innovative
real estate projects were
recognized by the Houston
District Council of the Ur-
ban Land Institute (ULI)
at the 16th annual Devel-
opment of Distinction
Awards presented by Wil-
son, Cribbs + Goren.

Close to 300 guests
gathered for ULI Hous-
ton’s centerpiece awards
program at Armadillo Pal-
ace, which recognizes de-
velopments and public
open spaces that exempli-
fy best practices in design,
construction, economic vi-
ability, healthy places,
marketing, and manage-
ment. The program is

modeled after the nation-
al Urban Land Institute
Global Awards for Excel-
lence.

In the For-Profit Cate-
gory (large*), the 2023
award went to Montrose
Collective.

In the For-Profit Cate-
gory (small**), the 2023
award went to The Plant
at Harrisburg.

In the Not-for-Profit

Category the 2023 award
went to John S. Dunn Be-
havioral Science Center.

In the Open Space Cat-
egory, the 2023 award
went to James Driver
Inclusive Park. James
Driver Park, a 29-acre
park located in northeast
Houston along US High-

PCT. 2 JAMES DRIVER ALL-INCLUSIVE PARK
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dren, Zarzoza was an ac-
tive school volunteer who
began promoting the East
Aldine Management Dis-
trict to area businesses on
her own before she was
hired as an employee.

“I walked door-to-door
to lots of businesses in
East Aldine to encourage
them to participate and
support this way to im-
prove this community,”
Zarzoza recalls.

“I was a PTO parent,
and I did fundraisers for
field trips, or I organized
activities for the kids like
ice-cream socials,” Zarzoza
said. “I just followed by
kids from elementary,
though middle and all the
way through high school.”

Her daughter recently
graduated from Texas
A&M University and her
son is attending Lone Star
College.

“There are some days
when we just have to take
it  minute-by-minute,”
Zarzoza said.

As a long-time resident
and early volunteer for the
District, Zarzoza said she
has been very encouraged
by all the progress brought
about in East Aldine. As a
board member, however,
she wants to promote more
“door-to-door” outreach to
people in the community.

“I know we’ve got this

great new building and
hold lots of events there,
but I still miss those ‘com-
munity walks,’ ” Zarzoza
said.

“I have learned through
the years that a lot of our
community members are
older community people
who don’t have social me-
dia, and we don’t all get the
Northeast News (newspa-
per),” Zarzoza said. “The
best thing (sometimes) is
to go door-to-door to get to
know people in the commu-
nity.”

Lucio said being ap-
pointed to the board is “ex-
tremely rewarding.”

“I am very, very happy
about it because I think
I’m going to be able to re-
ally make a bigger impact
in my community,” he said.

As the newly-appointed
chair of the board’s health,
education and neighbor-
hood services Committee,
Lucio said one of his key
goals on the board is “pav-
ing the way for civic en-
gagement.”

“I want to educate not
only those who have al-
ready graduated, but also
Lone Star College students
on the importance of civic
engagement, and how you
can give back to your com-
munity,” Lucio said. “I
want them to know that
opportunity is out there, to

teach them the kind of po-
litical awareness on how
we can get funding from
strategic partners, like our
state representatives.”

Like many educators,
Lucio has demonstrated
that he knows how to en-
gage the community in
fun, and funny, ways. At a
Halloween event spon-
sored by the District, he
happily dressed up in a
pharaoh’s costume for the
carnival parade. At a west-
ern-themed Valentine’s
Day dance at BakerRipley,
he donned western wear to
supervise Lone Star stu-
dents who handed out fly-
ers.

“Anybody’s who’s ever
been around kids’ educa-
tion has to have a fun
side,” Lucio said.

When he’s not involved
in higher education and
civic engagement, Lucio
takes time to watch his
daughter play first base on
her softball team.

“My summer weekends
are  f i l l  wi th  so f tba l l
games,” Lucio said. “And I
am a big time Houston As-
tros fan. I love everything
Astros, like (mascot) Orbit.
I’ve been an Astros fan
since I was since my first
game at the Astrodome
back in 1980.”

— By Anne Marie Kil-
day

New East Aldine District
Board Members,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ans. Rep. Ron Reynolds,
chairman of the Texas Leg-
islative Black Caucus, said
all he heard from Abbott
was “red meat for his
MAGA base.”

Emergency items are
proposals that allow law-
makers to bypass a ban on
passing legislation before
the 60th day of a session
— which would be March
10. Thursday is the 37th
day of the session.

Among his emergency
items, Abbott called for
legislation to permanently
prevent COVID-19 man-
dates, like local require-
ments to wear masks, get
vaccines and shut down
businesses. While Texas
long ago lifted its state-
wide COVID-19 restric-
tions, Abbott has kept in
place a disaster declara-
tion for the pandemic that
has drawn some criticism
from his right, and he has
promised to end it once
lawmakers act.

Notably, Abbott also
nodded to conservative
pushback by giving law-
makers more of a say in
how he responds to the
next pandemic.

“We must change how
government responds to
future pandemics, includ-
ing requiring the Legisla-
ture to convene if another
pandemic  i s  ever  de -
clared,” Abbott said.

In his speech, Abbott al-
luded to some of the big-
g e s t  t e s t s  o f  h i s
governorship over the past
two years, including the
2021 power-grid collapse.
As he did in his inaugural
address last month, he
said he wants to build a
power grid that will en-
dure for many years to
come, but he did not desig-
nate it as an emergency
item. Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick
has deemed it one of his
highest priorities for the
session and has vowed to
force a special session if he
does not get his way in the
form of adding natural gas
plants.

The grid was near the
top of a list of 30 legisla-
tive priorities that Patrick
released Monday. Patrick’s
priorities featured a num-
ber of farther-right ideas
that Abbott did not men-
tion Thursday, such as
banning “children’s expo-
sure to drag shows,” out-
l a w i n g
gender-transitioning care
for minors and eliminating
tenure for public college
professors.

Abbott also talked about
the most likely policy re-
sponse to come out of the
2022 Uvalde school shoot-
ing: school safety. He did
not get too detailed, calling
for the “safest standards”
and more mental health
professionals in schools.

When it came to guns,
Abbott focused on getting
tougher on crimes involv-

ing guns, calling for a 10-
year mandatory minimum
jail sentence “for criminals
who i l legal ly  possess
guns.” That is consistent
with a top priority of the
lieutenant governor this
session.

When it comes to public
safety, Abbott has named
tougher bail an emergen-
cy item before but has
struggled to get one pro-
posal across the finish line:
a constitutional amend-
ment to expand the cir-
cumstances in which a
judge can deny bail. Abbott
said Thursday that law-
makers “did a lot last ses-
s i on”  t o  t i ghten  ba i l
policies but still must do
more.

Finally, on the border,
the main proposal that Ab-
bott mentioned was impos-
i n g  a  “ m a n d a t o r y
minimum jail sentence of
at least 10 years for any-
one caught smuggling ille-
gal immigrants in Texas.”
That is a tougher proposal
than the five-year mini-
mum that Abbott suggest-
e d  a s  r e c e n t l y  a s
December.

Abbott has taken ex-
traordinary measures to
secure the border over the
past two years, and he has
signaled that his next ma-
jor front is stopping the
flow of fentanyl, a power-
ful and often deadly opio-
i d .  T o  t h a t  e n d ,  h e
reiterated his desire to
prosecute fentanyl deaths
as murders and increase
the supply of Narcan, the
life-saving overdose drug.

Harm reduction advo-
cates have been pushing
Abbott to go further.

“If the governor wants
to confront the overdose
crisis as he says he does,
access to Narcan only
scratches the surface,” said
Cate Graziani, executive
director of the Texas Harm
Reduction Alliance, calling
for “harm reduction cen-
ters, safe use supplies, and
supportive housing.”

Beyond his emergency
items, Abbott peppered his
speech with other pet is-
sues. For example, he said
“local communities need
new economic develop-
ment tools this session,”
alluding to an effort to re-
invent a popular corporate
tax-break program that
lawmakers let expire last
year.

The governor has typi-
cally given the State of the
State before a joint legis-
lative session at the Texas
Capitol. But Abbott chose
to deliver the speech out-
side Austin for the second
time in a row, after giving
it in Lockhart two years
ago during the COVID-19
pandemic.

This time, Abbott deliv-
ered the speech at Noveon
Magnetics in San Marcos,
a setting that has drawn
some controversy. Attend-

ees were initially asked to
sign a nondisclosure agree-
ment, with his office citing
“national security and cor-
porate espionage con-
cerns,” but the request was
rescinded, according to the
USA Today Network.

Noveon Magnetics, the
site where Gov. Greg Ab-
bott delivered his biennial
State of the State speech
on Thursday, in San Mar-
cos. Credit: Eli Hartman
for The Texas Tribune

Reporters were not al-
lowed to cover the speech
in person, but it was broad-
cast live on Nexstar TV
stations across the state
and streamed online.

A b b o t t  o p e n e d  h i s
speech by recognizing No-
veon as a “cutting-edge
business in the critical
field of rare earth ele-
ments.” He warned that
China currently dominates
the rare earth materials
market and that Texas
needs to embrace compa-
nies like Noveon to become
more self-reliant.

“The future of Texas
and the United States
should not depend on Chi-
na,” Abbott said.

A h e a d  o f  A b b o t t ’ s
speech, the head of the
Texas House Democratic
Caucus, Rep. Trey Martin-
ez Fischer, issued a memo
that said “the only emer-
gency the Governor has in
mind is that no one wants
him to run for president
other than himself.” Ab-
bott has not ruled out a
2024 White House run,
and his aides say it is
something he will consid-
er after the session ends in
late May.

The Democratic  re-
sponse video, which at
times was jarring because
of the rapidly changing
scripted segments featur-
ing both lawmakers and
everyday Texans, also in-
cluded a nod to Democrat-
ic support for oil  and
energy jobs, responding to
R e p u b l i c a n  a t t a c k s
against the party. Demo-
crats also promised to vig-
orously oppose legislation
that would take dollars
away from public schools
for use at private schools
and to fight to expand
Medicaid, which is a near
impossibility in Republi-
can-dominated Texas.

Martinez Fischer closed
the response by saying the
session would not be easy.

“We can promise you
Democrats are going to
fight because you, the peo-
ple of Texas, deserve the
opportunity to succeed no
matter your race, life back-
ground or where in this
great state you call home,”
said state Rep. Nicole Col-
lier, a Fort Worth Demo-
crat.

James Barragán con-
tributed reporting.

Abbott “State of the State”
Priorities,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

way 59, is home to the
newest premier greens-
pace in the region. Locat-
ed in an underserved part
of Harris County, the im-
provements  added to
James Driver Park should
also help to revitalize the
surrounding community
and serve as a destination
for visitors. James Driver
Park was built to provide
all people with a place to
go regardless of their
physical and mental con-
dition and sense of belong-
ing. It is a place that is
truly made for the public,
regardless of ability, age,
or economic status. The
laughter, joyful screams,
and smiles that the park
has produced since open-
ing are the true measure-
ment of the success of this
park.

This year our judges se-
lected one finalist to re-
ceive what they have
n a m e d  t h e  R e n e w a l
Award. As ULI Houston
does every year, judges

People’s Choice award, garnering the
most votes on ULI’s online survey.

Finalists were selected by a nomina-
tion panel of Houston real estate leaders
that included: Lawrence Dean, Senior
Vice President – Homebuilder Lender –
Veritex Community Bank; Rachel Koe-
hring, Director of Marketing – Goree;
Kristina Malek, Landscape Architect &
Shareholder– Kimley-Horn and Associ-
ates, Inc.; Abbey Roberson, Vice President
of Planning – Texas Medical Center and
Jay Tatum, Regional Principal – HOK.

A jury of national real estate experts
evaluated all finalists’ projects in Novem-
ber 2022, to select the 2023 Development
of Distinction winners. Our jury this year
was: Kim Abreu with US Bank in Miami,
Suleman Gajere with WS Development
in Boston, and David Haltom with
Patrinely in Denver.

The following 2023 category finalists
were also recognized during the awards:

For Profit (small-scale):
Railway Heights Market – 8200 Wash-

ington Purchase and Company of Nomads
Not-for-Profit:
The Center for Pursuit Campus – The

Center for Pursuit
Avenue Center– Avenue Community

Development Corporation
East Aldine District Office & Town

Center Park – East Al-
dine Management Dis-
trict

Open Space:
The Park at JP Morgan

Chase – Hines
Woodchase  Park  –

Westchase District
Since 2008, over 125

projects and public spaces
have been recognized as
Development of Distinc-
tion finalists and winners.

James Driver Inclu-
sive Park Development
Team

Developer/Owner –
Harris County Precinct
2

Architects – Metalab
General Contractor –

D.L. Meacham Con-
struction LP

Civil Engineer – IDS
Engineering

Structura l  Engi -
neer – Fractal

Landscape Archi-
tect – Four and One

MEP – AOS Engi-
neering

Driver Park wins ULI Development Award,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

were given leeway to
award finalists as they
deemed appropriate. The
judges felt the Houston

Farmers Market did a great job reinvig-
orating an institutional destination in
Houston.

James Driver Park also won the
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S C H O O L    N E W S     P A G E

Aldine ISD will host the
UIL Region 3-6A Girls’
Semi-Final Basketball
Championships to be held
on February 24, 2023, at
6:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
and the championship at
2:00 p.m. on February 25,
2023, at M.O. Campbell
Educational Center. Ad-
mission will be $10.00 for
adults and students.

Aldine ISD to Host UIL Region
3-6A Championships

Aldine ISD will host the
UIL Region 3-6A Boys’
Semi-Final Basketball
Championships to be held
on March 3, 2023, at 6:00
p.m. and 7:30 p.m., and the
championship at 2:00 p.m,
on March 4, 2023, at M.O.
Campbell Educational
Center. Admission will be
$10.00 for adults and stu-
dents.

On February 4, the Bookworm Festival returned to in-person programming for
the first time since the pandemic, taking place at the M.O. Campbell Educational
Center. The free bilingual festival featured author and illustrator panels and book
signings celebrating literature for young readers (Grades PreK, K, 1,2, and 3) in
Spanish and English.

C i n t h i a  E s t r a d a -
Gómez, a member of the
Nimitz High School wind
ensemble, will perform
with the Texas All-State
Concert Band in San An-
tonio Saturday, February
11, 2023, at the Henry B.
González Convention Cen-
ter as part of the 2023 Tex-
a s  M u s i c  E d u c a t o r s
Association Clinic/Conven-
tion.

Cinthia was chosen for
this prestigious honor
through a competitive pro-
cess held this year across
the state at District, Re-
gion, and Area levels. Cin-
t h i a  i s  a  s t u d e n t  o f
Courtney Villarreal and
plays at Nimitz HS under
the direction of Emilio
Reyna, a Texas Music Ed-
ucators Association mem-
ber. This is Cinthia’s first
time performing as a mem-
ber of a TMEA All-State
organization. Cinthia Es-
trada-Gomez is the child of
Marissa Hernández and
Juan Estrada.

All-State is the highest
honor a Texas music stu-
dent can receive. 1,875 stu-
d e n t s  w e r e  s e l e c t e d
through a process that be-
gan with over 70,000 stu-
dents from around the
state vying for this honor
to perform in one of 18 en-
sembles. High school stu-
dents selected to perform
in the All-State concerts
have competed through
auditions to qualify at the
state level.

Texas Music Educators
Association sponsors the
Texas All-State competi-
tion. This competitive pro-
cess begins throughout the
state in auditions hosted
by 33 TMEA Regions. In-
dividual musicians per-
form selected music for
judges who rank each in-
strument or voice part.
From this ranking, a select
group of musicians ad-
vances from their Region

District High School
Student Selected as
Texas All-State Musician

to compete against musi-
cians from other areas in
eight TMEA Area compe-
titions. The highest-rank-
ing musicians judged at
the TMEA Area competi-
tions qualify to perform in
a TMEA All-State music
group. Only the top 2.6%
of musicians who initially
audition become All-State
musicians.

Over 30,000 people from
Texas and worldwide are
expected to attend over
290 workshops and 100
performances and visit
over 1,200 exhibit booths
at the nation’s largest mu-
sic educators convention.

These All-State stu-
dents participate in four

days of rehearsals direct-
ed by nationally recog-
nized conductors during
the TMEA Clinic/Conven-
tion. Their performances
for thousands of attendees
bring this extraordinary
event to a close. For the
All-State concert and con-
ductor information, go to
the Performances section
of www.tmea.org/conven-
tion.

Founded in 1921, Texas
Music Educators Associa-
tion is an association of
over 14,000 members ded-
icated to promoting excel-
lence in music education.
Go to www.tmea.org/con-
vention for more informa-
tion.

Thank You for Joining Us at the
2023 Bookworm Festival

Throughout February,
National CTE Month, staff
from the CTE Department
will visit middle school stu-
dents as they set their
plans in high school and
after graduation.

The state’s Division of
College, Career, and Mili-
tary Preparation has en-
gaged members of the
workforce, secondary edu-
cation, and higher educa-
t ion to  advise  on the
development of programs
of study, including coher-
ent sequences of courses to
ensure students are pre-
pared for in-demand, high-
sk i l l ,  and  h igh -wage
careers in Texas.

The programs prepare
high school students for
the 21st century’s global
economy and  rap id ly
changing workforce needs.
All CTE programs are
aligned to established ac-
ademic and technical skill
standards to ensure stu-
dent preparation for col-
lege and careers. These
programs also include
work-based learning op-
portunities (e.g., intern-
ships, clinical experiences,
or  industry-mentored
projects) tied to the stu-
dent’s area of interest.
Upon completing a Texas
CTE program of study, stu-
dents can earn college
credits and/or industry-
recognized credentials
such as certifications and
licenses.

What You Need to Know
Explore!: Students start

to explore CTE careers in
middle school, and in high
school, they participate in
CTE classes based on their
interests. Students apply-
ing to Choice Schools like
Avalos P-TECH School,
Blanson CTE High School,
a n d  C a r v e r  P - T E C H
School select their top
choices and are informed of
their awarded program of

February is CTE Month: AISD
Offers Over 50 Career and
Technical Education Programs

study or “major.”
Career Clusters: Click

here to see students’ op-
tions by visiting the CTE
Department webpage.

The CTE career clusters
are organized to encourage
integrated learning be-
tween the different CTE
and academic programs.

Want More Information
About Career Clusters?

Visit the CTE Depart-
ment website (click on the
Teacher Resources link) to
view programs by campus
and by career clusters. You
can also visit the Texas
CTE website or here to vis-
it the Texas Education
Agency’s (TEA) Approved
Statewide CTE Programs
of Study. The state agency
websites share informa-
tion from courses to future
salary expectations in a
career cluster.

Aldine ISD Programs
Agriculture, Food, and

Natural Resources Career
ClusterAnimal ScienceAp-
plied Agricultural Engi-
neeringMarketing

Architecture and Con-
struction Career Cluster-
A r c h i t e c t u r a l
DesignCarpentryElectri-
cal EngineeringHVACIn-
terior DesignSheet Metal

Arts, Audio/Video Tech-
nology, and Communica-
t i o n s  C a r e e r
ClusterDigital Communi-
cationsFashion Design-
G r a p h i c  D e s i g n  &
Multimedia Art

Business, Marketing,
and Finance Career Clus-
terAccounting & Financial
ServicesBusiness Manage-
mentEntrepreneurship-
Marketing

Education and Training
Career ClusterTeaching
and Training

Energy Career Clus-
terOil & Gas Exploration
& ProductionProcess Tech-
nician

Health Science Career
ClusterDental AssistantE-
mergency Medical Techni-
cian (EMT)Healthcare
Therapeutic ServicesPer-
sonal Care

Hospitality and Tour-
ism Career ClusterCuli-
nary ArtsTravel, Tourism
& Attractions

Human Services Career
ClusterCosmetologyPer-
sonal Care Services

Information Technology
Career ClusterCISCO Net-
working Systems(2) Tech-
nology (IT)Information
Support & Services

Law and Public Service
Career ClusterAccounting-
Business ManagementE-
m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l
TechnicianLaw Enforce-
mentLegal StudiesReal
Estate/Sales Agent

Manufacturing Career
ClusterAdvanced Manu-
facturing & Machinery
MechanicsManufacturing
TechnologyNon-destruc-
t i v e  T e s t i n g R o b o t i c s
(Mechatronics)Welding

Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathe-
matics Career ClusterBio-
medical ScienceComputer
ScienceCybersecurityElec-
trical EngineeringGeneral
EngineeringInformation
TechnologyLand Survey-
ingNetworkingProgram-
m i n g  &  S o f t w a r e
Development

Transportation, Distri-
bution, and Logistics Ca-
r e e r
ClusterAutomotiveAuto-
motive Collision Repair/
RefinishAviation — Davis
H S  O N L Y D i e s e l  a n d
Heavy Equipment Mainte-
nance/MechanicsDistribu-
tion & Logistics

Questions
Contact your child’s

middle or high school cam-
pus or school counselor or
visit the district’s CTE De-
partment website.

The Food Bank Back-
pack Buddy Program is a
crucial initiative that has
been implemented in many
schools across the Houston
area. Its goal is to provide
children who come from
food-insecure homes with
nutritious meals to sustain
them over the weekend,
when school meals are not
available.

Aldine ISD is a partner-
ship between the Houston
Food Bank and the Aldine
Independent School Dis-
trict. Currently, 38 schools
in Aldine are participating
in the program, which
aims to help children from
low-income families by
providing them with essen-
t i a l  m e a l s  f o r  t h e
weekend.The program op-
erates by providing partic-
ipating children with a
backpack  f i l l ed  w i th
enough food to last them
over the weekend. These
backpacks are given to the
children on Friday, ensur-
ing that they have enough
food to eat during the

Houston Food Bank Backpack
Buddy Program Beneficial to
Aldine ISD Community

weekend. The backpacks
contain six meals and eight
pounds of food, enough to
feed one child for the en-
tire weekend.

The types of food provid-
ed in the backpacks are
carefully selected to ensure
that they are nutritious
and balanced. The meals
provided include a variety
of non-perishable items,
such as cereal, canned
fruits and vegetables, pea-
nut butter, and tuna. The
backpacks also include
fresh produce, such as ap-
ples, oranges, and carrots,
which are important sourc-
es of vitamins and fiber.

The program is open to
community participation,
which means that anyone
who is interested in sup-
porting the initiative can
contribute by donating
food or funds to the pro-
gram. The food bank is al-
ways in need of donations
to keep the program run-
ning, and any contribution
can make a significant im-
pact on the lives of children

who are struggling with
food insecurity.

In addition to providing
food to children, the pro-
gram also helps to build a
sense of community in the
schools. Students, teach-
ers, and staff are all in-
volved in the program, and
it provides an opportunity
for everyone to work to-
gether to help those in
need. It also helps to raise
awareness about the issue
of food insecurity and the
impact it has on children.

Overall, the Food Bank
Backpack Buddy Program
is an essential initiative
that provides a critical ser-
vice to children in need.
With 38 schools currently
participating in Aldine,
there is a significant need
for support from the com-
munity. By contributing to
the program, individuals
can make a meaningful
impact on the lives of chil-
dren and help to ensure
that they have access to
the food they need to grow
and thrive.
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The Ignored Majority:
Throwing Down-Ballot
Candidates Under the Bus

Abbott lays out seven top priorities in
State of the State Address

ABBOTT LAYS OUT SEVEN
TOP PRIORITIES

Gov. Greg Abbott, in a
State of the State address
last Thursday, outlined his
seven top priorities for the
ongoing legislative session
before an invitation-only
audience at a manufactur-
ing facility in San Marcos,
the Austin American-
Statesman reported. Those
priorities include $4 billion
for border security, proper-
ty tax relief and more
school choice for parents,
which he called “education
freedom.” He avoided use
of the word “vouchers.’

The governor, beginning
his third term, announced
that school safety would
also be a legislative priori-
ty, while avoiding any
mention on curtailing the
availability of guns, some-
thing Democrats ham-
m e r e d  o n  i n  t h e i r
10-minute rebuttal.

Abbott is proposing that
$15 billion of the state’s
hefty surplus go toward
cutting property taxes.

PATRICK ALSO
ANNOUNCES PRIORITIES

Texas Lt.  Gov. Dan
Patrick a few days earlier
released 30 legislative pri-
orities, which also includes
p r o p e r t y  t a x  r e l i e f .
Patrick, who presides over
the state Senate, also
wants to increase the pun-
ishment for illegal voting,
protect children “from ob-
scene books in libraries”
and eliminate tenure at
public colleges and univer-
sities.

The Houston Chronicle
reported other items on
Patrick’s list include ban-
ning critical race theory in
higher education and pro-
hibiting COVID-19 man-
dates.

“Just because a bill does
not make the priority list
does not mean it is not a
priority for me or the Sen-
ate,” Patrick said in a
statement. “We will pass
over 600 bills this session.
As I like to say, every bill
is a priority to someone,
otherwise, we would not
pass it.”

Patrick is also pushing
for teacher pay raises, ex-
panding mental health ser-
vices in rural areas, and
strengthening the state’s
power grid.

BLACK LAWMAKERS BLAST
ABBOTT’S HIRING
DIRECTIVE

A directive from Abbott

to state agencies ordering
them to end the use of di-
versity, equity and inclu-
sion practices in hiring
employees has drawn the
ire of the Texas Legislative
Black Caucus and the Tex-
as NAACP. Both groups
met last week to urge ma-
jor national sports groups
to refuse to hold champion-
ship games in Texas if the
governor does not reverse
his ruling.

The Statesman reported
that the groups called on
the NBA and MLB to not
host All-Star games in the
state, the NFL not to hold
Super Bowl games, and the
NCAA to decline to host
championship games in
Texas, unless the ruling is
reversed.

“I am proud to say that
the NAACP urges all citi-
zens of goodwill to join us
and our partners in fight-
ing to stop our state from
continuing to move back to
Jim Crow,” NAACP Presi-
dent Gary Bledsoe said.
Some employment law ex-
perts have said the gover-
nor’s interpretation of DEI
practices is misguided.

The governor’s office
has said that hiring on fac-
tors other than merit vio-
lates state and federal law.

STATE PARK TO BECOME
GATED COMMUNITY

A popular Texas state
park located 90 miles
southeast of Dallas will
close at the end of the
month, the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department
announced. After more
than 50 years of public use,
Fairfield State Park was
notified by Vistra, the pow-
er company that leased the
property to the state, that
it is terminating the lease
and selling the property to
a private developer.

Vistra closed the coal
power plant located on the
lake in 2018. Despite

months of negotiation, the
company would not consid-
er selling just the parkland
to the state. The new own-
er, Todd Interests, plans to
develop a high-end gated
community with a private
golf course, according to
The Dallas Morning News.

“This loss is especially
unfathomable at a time
when we are celebrating
100 years of state parks,
yet absent any cooperation
or interest in working with
us from the developer, we
have no other options,”
said Arch “Beaver” Aplin,
TPWD chairman, said.

A number of state legis-
lators have expressed out-
rage  over  the  park ’ s
closing. State Rep. Angelia
Orr, R-Hillsboro, whose
district includes Freestone
County where Fairfield
State Park is located, has
filed a bill that would al-
low the state to acquire the
parkland through eminent
domain. TPWD, however,
will remove equipment
and relocate staff members
after Feb. 28.

SABINE PASS
BATTLEGROUND SITE
REOPENS

A Civil  War battle-
ground and memorial site
closed after damage from
Hurricane Harvey in 2017
has reopened after repairs
were made to the seawall.
The Sabine Pass Battle-
ground State Historic Site
in Port Arthur is now open
to the public seven days a
week, according to the Tex-
as Historical Commission.

In the battle, Confeder-
ate Lt. Richard “Dick”
Dowl ing  and  46  men
fought back against a
Union assault on Sabine
Pass, which was the main
port for Confederate ship-
ments during the war. The
battle lasted less than an
hour. Two Union gunboats
were destroyed, along with
significant casualties and
the capture of about 350
prisoners. It kept Union
forces from entering the
Texas interior in the Civil
War, according to THC.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches,
and Cedar Park. Email:
gborders@texaspress.com.

Imagine that you are a Democrat campaign
ing for a statewide office in Texas, where
one in six jobs is tied to the oil and gas

industry. Then imagine that two days ahead of
your election, the Democratic president of the
United States promises at a campaign rally in
New York there will be no more drilling for oil
and gas.

Or imagine that you are running for a local
office in Harris County, Texas, as a Republican,
where a Democrat has an 8-10 point natural
advantage. Then imagine that the Republican
governor and legislature pass an abortion ban
that does not contain an exception for rape and
incest, a position opposed by about 90% of Harris
County residents.

Welcome to the world of being thrown under
the bus as a down-ballot candidate. There was a
time when party leaders at the state and national
levels cared about winning down-ballot races as
part of building their party, but those days are
long gone.

That is because the only elections that matter
to most elected officials are primaries, which
increasingly have become ideological purity tests.
If a gubernatorial candidate must do something
to satisfy the primary base but that damages
down-ballot candidates in swing districts, so be it.
It is just another example of how the toxic stew of
extreme gerrymandering and the primary system
have poisoned the historic two-party system in
America.

Prior to about 1990, we really had a four-party
system, because both parties had conservative-
and progressive-leaning wings. To be sure, these
wings were minorities within their respective
parties. Nonetheless, having essentially four
different “parties” allowed for deal-making across
the aisle. For example, the civil rights legislation
of the 1960s was passed by progressive Demo-
crats and Republicans, largely over the objection
of each party’s conservative wings.

But since 1990, the minority wings of both
parties have been virtually eliminated. This is a
chart that Lee Drutman’s book, Breaking the
Two-Party Doom Loop, based on data collected by
www.voteview.com, a research project led by
UCLA, which shows the demise of the minority
wings of the two parties in the U.S. House of
Representatives. I suspect that a chart of most
state legislatures would look similar over the
same period.

With the complete ideological sorting of the two
parties, down-ballot candidates who attempt to
navigate more moderate policies to appeal to local
voters have become sacrificial lambs to ideologi-
cal purity. Candidates from both parties cynically
use the positions of their opponents’ national and
state parties’ platforms to paint them as ideologi-
cal extremists, even though those issues frequent-
ly have nothing to do with the office for which
they are running.

In the process, critically important state and
local issues go largely unaddressed in campaigns.
In Texas, for example, the failure of Texas Repub-
licans to address the glaring problems with the
Texas electrical grid, resulting in the worst
blackout in decades, was barely discussed in the
statewide elections. Instead, Democrats running
in Texas were constantly attempting to explain
and/or distance themselves from the Biden
administration’s energy and border policies.

At some point, Democrats in places like Texas
and Florida, and Republicans in California, are
going to have to accept that their parties’ plat-
forms are simply not viable in their states.
Instead, they need to find an alternative means to
attempt to affect policy in their states and local
jurisdictions.

OPINION
By BILL KING

✯

“Not Stubby”
My mother has a pet squir-

rel named Stubby.
He is not, technically, her

pet, as he lives outdoors as a
wild squirrel. But he spends
much of his time sitting on the
railing, watching my mother,
and my mother spends much of
her time sprinkling seeds out-
side for Stubby, so you cannot
deny they have a relationship.

While my husband, Peter,
and I were up north visiting,
however, Stubby had a visitor.

“That’s not Stubby!” my
mother said, looking out the
window at the red squirrel who
appeared remarkably at home.

It’s easy to identify Stubby
since he lost half his tail in
some unknown but unques-
tionably tragic accident. It was
shortly after the loss of his tail
that my mother took Stubby on
as her dependent. The other
squirrels disappeared in the
winter, but Stubby remained.
He dug himself an elaborate
network of tunnels through the
snow that went under the deck
and came out on every which
side, keeping him close to his
supply of food, but safe from
anything that might want to
get what was left of his tail.

“Stubby has a great life!” I
noted when I came up to visit
my parents.

It had been cold, but Stub-
by looked healthy and well-fed.
His tail had not grown back,
naturally, but where it had
been bitten off, new long, black
fur had grown. It was a stylish
and distinctive addition to his
look. His tail now looked a bit
like something you would see
on the back end of a pheasant,
and he had no trouble racing
up and down the trees or bal-
ancing on the tiniest branch.
Stubby was thriving with half
a tail, especially now that he
had my mother as his benefac-
tor.

But then, another squirrel
showed up.

“That’s not Stubby!” my
mother repeated, looking at the
squirrel who was sitting where
Stubby always sat, eating the
seeds put out for Stubby.

“Maybe Stubby has a girl-
friend,” I suggested.

“Maybe this squirrel chased
Stubby off!” my mother said,
apparently far less optimistic
about Stubby’s chances for ro-
mance.

But Stubby was missing. I
just was beginning to believe
my mother’s theory when we
spotted Stubby a short distance
off. He was eating pine-cone
seeds, giving the visitor a lit-
tle space, but apparently going
about his business as usual.

“It’s very odd,” my mother
concluded, wondering if she
now had two red squirrels to
support.

But the red squirrel only
stayed two days, and then dis-
appeared as suddenly as it had
appeared.

We watched intently out the
window, looking for any sign of
Stubby’s visitor (and perhaps
spending more time engaged in
the activity than four grown
adults should), but no visitor
returned. Stubby was back on
his own, contentedly eating his
seeds.

“Who was that, Stubby?” I
wondered.

My mother had an aunt who
said she liked to visit folks to
“see how they have it,” and I
can’t imagine why squirrels
might not do the same. We had
just been talking about my
mother’s uncle, Evald, and I
decided perhaps this might be
some relation of Stubby’s, let’s
call him Evald, someone who
had known him before the sad
loss of his tail.

“I wonder what old Stubby
is up to?” Evald wondered and
made the trip to visit. Evald
would have found that Stubby
had quite a nice setup.

“Oh, he’s got it good, that
old Stubby!” Evald would re-
port back to the extended
squirrel family. “Old Stubby
had that terrible accident, but
he really landed on his feet!”

At least, that’s how I imag-
ine it.

Till next time,
Carrie
 Photos and other news can

be found at CarrieClasson.com.
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H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower

8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

AIRLINE LIBRARY NEWS
BILINGUAL STORY TIME

Join us in the library
for story time in English
a n d  S p a n i s h n o w
o n T u e s d a y s  a t
11:00am!

KID’S CLUB
Kids ages 6 - 13 can join

us for some games, build-
i n g ,  c r a f t i n g ,  a n d
more! Wednesday, Feb.
22 from 4:30 - 5:30pm.

TEEN THURSDAY
Teen Thursdays are a

fun, safe environment for
teens (ages 12-18) to hang
out after school. Join
us Thursdays from 3:30
- 5:30pm.

LECTORES AVIDOS
¡Transformemos nues-

tras vidas a través de la
buena lectura, y compar-
tamos mejorando nuestra
comunidad! Sábado, 25 de
febrero, 10:30 am.

COMPUTER CLASSES
In addition to our on-

line computer classes in
both English and Spanish
we will now be offering
computer classes in per-
son at the library. If you
want to participate, call
us to register: 832-927-
5410.

Tuesdays: various basic
topics (Spanish computer
class), 5-7pm, at the li-
brary

Wednesdays: Beginner
Computer Class (English),
1:30pm, at the library

BEYOND THE BASICS
with Office 365 plus

Google Apps, (English
c o m p u t e r  c l a s s ) , 5 -
7pm, online

Thursdays: various in-

t e r m e d i a t e  t o p i c s
( S p a n i s h c o m p u t e r
class), 5-7pm, at the library

PASSPORT SERVICES
Do have plans to travel

out of the country soon? Get
on the ball and make sure
you get your passport in or-
der NOW! You can make an
appointment for passport
services at Aldine Branch -
https://www.hcpl.net/ser-

vices/passport-services

Our passport hours -
Mondays and Wednesdays
12pm - 5pm; Tuesdays and
Thursdays 12pm - 7pm; Sat-
urdays 10am - 12pm and
2pm - 4pm. We also have
walk-in service from 2-4pm
on Fridays on a first come
first served basis. Those
wishing to get a passport ex-
ecuted must have all neces-
s a r y  d o c u m e n t s  a n d
required people present
with them.

E-NEWSLETTER
Sign up to get our news-

letter delivered straight to
your mailbox each month in
English or Spanish! http://
eepurl.com/h3wOXH.

COMPUTER CLASSES
In addition to our online

computer classes in both
English and Spanish we
will now be offering comput-
er classes in person at the
library. If you want to
p a r t i c i p a t e , c a l l  u s
to register: 832-927-5410.

Tuesdays: various basic
topics (Spanish computer
class), 5-7pm, at the library

Wednesdays: Beginner
Computer Class (English),
1:30pm, at the library Be-
yond the Basics with Office
365 plus Google Apps, (En-

glish computer class), 5-
7pm, online

Thursdays: various in-
t e r m e d i a t e  t o p i c s
( S p a n i s h c o m p u t e r
class), 5-7pm, at the li-
brary

PASSPORT SERVICES
Do have plans to trav-

el out of the country soon?
Get on the ball and make
sure you get your pass-
port in order NOW! You
can make an appoint-
ment for passport servic-
es  at  Aldine Branch
- https://www.hcpl.net/
services/passport-servic-
es

Our passport hours -
Mondays and Wednes-
days 12pm - 5pm; Tues-
days and Thursdays
12pm - 7pm; Saturdays
10am - 12pm and 2pm -
4pm. We also have walk-
in service from 2-4pm on
Fridays on a first come
first served basis. Those
wishing to get a passport
executed must have all
necessary documents and
required people present
with them.

E-NEWSLETTER
Sign up to get our

newsletter delivered
straight to your mailbox
each month in English or
S p a n i s h ! h t t p : / /
eepurl.com/h3wOXH.

MICHELLE PICHON
LIBRARY PROGRAM
SPECIALIST
HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC
LIBRARY
ALDINE
BRANCH LIBRARY
11331 AIRLINE DR.
HOUSTON, TX 77037
832-927-5410

HIGH MEADOWS LIBRARY NEWS
WEEK: 2/20 - 2/25

JAZZ PERFORMANCE
BY SAM DINKINS III -
WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 22 - 6:00 PM

Join us for a family
friendly Jazz perfor-
mance in light of black
history month.

CHILDREN’S
PROGRAMS:

K r a f t  K i d s  -
Wednesday, 4:30

Family Time - Sat-
urday, 1:00

TEEN PROGRAMS:
Anime Club: Tues-

day, 3:00
T h e  A r t  T h i n g :

Wednesday, 3:00

ADULT PROGRAMS:
Lunch and Learn Lit-

eracy- Monday, 5:30
Novel Book Club -

Monday, 6:00
Lunch and Learn Lit-

eracy- Friday, 1:30

HERSHIIRA BOONE-
RODGERS
ASSISTANT BRANCH
MANAGER
4500 ALDINE MAIL RTE
RD
HOUSTON, TX 77039
281-590-1456

Johnson Elementary Valentine’s Day
Police and Pancaskes Event
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Business Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

CARPET DEPOT

SCREENS AND SHADES

Beat the Heat!
Exterior Solar Screens and

Insect Shades
Free Estimates

832-247-4581
24-4t

VEHICLE INSPECTION STATION

T H E  F R U G A L  F R O GT H E  F R U G A L  F R O G
     C A L L  7 1 3 - 2 6 6 - 3 4 4 4  T O  R E A C H  3 0 , 0 0 0  R E A D E R S     C A L L  7 1 3 - 2 6 6 - 3 4 4 4  T O  R E A C H  3 0 , 0 0 0  R E A D E R S

CLASSIFIEDCL
AS

SI
FI

ED

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

CONCRETE CONCRETECONCRETE

20-6T all

DIRECTV -
Every live

football game,
every Sunday -
anywhere - on
your favorite

device.
Restrictions

apply. Call IVS
- 1-866-712-

8312

CABLE TV

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
“6:00 p.m. Awana Kids Club Pre K 6th Grade”

C H U R C H    P A G E

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement, Citizenship
Classes & Parenting Programs

          Mariana Sanchez, Director
          Call: 281-799-9076
          Text: 832-906-4214
          marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

TRACTOR
WORK, brush
hog mowing,box
blade, light land
clearing
Call/ text for
quote, 832-530-
0054

TRACTOR WORK HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
MARKETING/SALES

PERSON
Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful
but not necessary. Possible to work
from home. Suitable for Part Time,
or Full Time. Commission plus.
Send letter of interest to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or call
713-252-8000

M A R K E TM A R K E T
P L A C EP L A C E

When you call these Advertisers, this
Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase or not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

POSITION
AVAILABLE

POSITION
AVAILABLE

MARKETING SPECIALIST

We are hiring!
MARKETING SPECIALIST POSITION OPEN
Responsible for managing, coordinating, and

administering marketing and branding efforts on
behalf of the East Aldine Management District,

served by Hawes Hill & Associates LLP, in
accordance with the district’s approved Service

and Improvement Plan. The Marketing
Specialist reports to and works under the

general supervision of the district’s
Executive Director.

Salary range: $65,000 - $80,000 annually,
depending on qualifications and experience.
Benefits include health, basic dental, life and
disability insurance, SIMPLE IRA retirement

plan, vacation.

Visit our website to learn more and to apply:
aldinedistrict.org

EAST ALDINE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
c/o HawesHill & Associates LLP

7-2T

POSITION
AVAILABLE

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey
—
1. Is the book of 4 John (KJV) in the Old or New
Testament or neither?
2. In Romans 10, what body part does Paul call
“beautiful” on those who bring the good news? Hands,
Mouth, Heart, Feet
3. Who died after getting his long hair caught in a
tree and being found by enemy soldiers? Absalom,
Joash, Ahaz, Asa

4. From Matthew 22:14, “For many are called, but
few are ...”? Worthy, Chosen, Winners, Liked
5. What caused the death of Job’s children? Famine,
Flood, Windstorm, Beheaded
6. Who was the mate of Abigail? Abraham, Adam,
Nabal, Baasha

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Feet, 3) Absalom, 4) Chosen, 5) Windstorm,
6) Nabal
Sharpen your understanding of scripture with Wilson’s Casey’s latest
book, “Test Your Bible Knowledge,” now available in bookstores and
online.
(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

MAIL TO 5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057, or EMAIL:
nenewsroom@aol.com, or FAX TO  713-977-1188 or CALL 713-266-3444

$18.00
(20

WORDS)
2 WEEKS

GREAT VALUE • GREAT RESULTS
18.50 19.00 19.50 20.00 20.50

CLASSIFIED WORD AD FORM
NORTHEAST NEWS

Call 713-266-3444

DEADLINE
12:00
NOON

THURSDAY

Place one word per box

CREDIT CARD NO.:_________________________________ EXP. __________

NAME ON CARD: __________________________________SEC. NO. _______

ADDRESS: _____________________________CITY __________ ZIP ________

TELEPHONE: ______________________________________________

NO. OF WORDS IN AD: ___________ NO. OF WEEKS TO RUN: _______

$ AMOUNT PER WEEK____________ TOTAL AMOUNT ____________

DESIRED CLASSIFICATION HEADING: _________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION

CHECK or MASTERCARD AM EXVISA

18.00

LEGAL
NOTICES

APPEAR IN
THE

NORTHEAST
NEWS,

HIGHLANDS
STAR CROSBY

COURIER,
AND THE
NORTH

CHANNEL
STAR.

CALL 713-
266-3444
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

—Q: Is Tina Fey work-
ing on any new shows?
Did the one about the
mayor get canceled? I re-
ally loved “30 Rock,” and
I’m hoping she’ll do a re-
boot of it someday.

— S.L. A:It was recent-
ly announced that Fey
and her former “Saturday
Night Live” Weekend Up-
date co-anchor, Amy Poe-
hler, will be going on a
comedy tour together.
Since they are very busy
women, they only have
time for four cities, at
least for now. According
to Deadline.com, they’ll
kick it off with their first
performance on April 29
in Washington, D.C.,
then on to the improv
capital of the world, Chi-
cago, on May 29. From
there, Fey and Poehler
will appear at Boston’s
MGM Music Hall at Fen-
way on June 9 and will
cap off their tour in At-
lantic City’s Hard Rock
Live at Etess Arena on
June 10. The Tina Fey &
Amy Poehler: Restless
Leg Tour is calling itself
a celebration of “thirty
years of friendship with
an evening of jokes, icon-
ic stories and conversa-
tional entertainment.”

Another pair of come-
dy legends, Steve Martin

and Martin Short (who
star in Hulu’s “Only Mur-
ders in the Building”), did
a similar stage tour last
year. Incidentally, Fey
had a recurring role on
their series as well. There
aren’t any plans for a “30
Rock” reunion, which
would prove especially
difficult given star Alec
Baldwin’s recent legal
troubles. Her most recent
creation, “Mr. Mayor,”
starring Ted Danson, was
canceled after two sea-
sons. Despite recently
striking out, I’m sure it
won’t be long before Fey
hits another creative
home run.

*** Q:When does the
new season  o f  “The
Masked Singer” begin? I
usually catch it midway
through, and I want to

watch it from the begin-
ning this time.

— L.A. A: Season nine
of the hit singing compe-
tition show began on Feb.
15 at 8 p.m. ET/PT on
Fox .  Hopefu l ly ,  you
caught the commercials
during the Super Bowl
and don’t miss any epi-
sodes, but if you do, you
can catch encore episodes
via OnDemand, FOX
NOW, Hulu and Tubi. Ac-
cording to “Entertain-
m e n t  W e e k l y , ”  t h i s
season’s theme nights in-
clude Abba Night, DC Su-
perhero Night and ’80s
Night. Returning panel-
ists include Ken Jeong,
Nicole Scherzinger, Jen-
ny McCarthy-Wahlberg
and Robin Thicke. Also,
expect some star cameos.

*** Q:I read a rumor
that Sheryl Lee Ralph
didn’t really sing at the
Super Bowl — that she
l i p - s y n c e d  i n s t e a d .
Doesn’t she have a fan-
tastic voice?

— U.J. A:Yes, long be-
fore she won an Emmy for
her comedy chops in the
sitcom “Abbott Elementa-
ry,” Sheryl Lee Ralph was
nominated for a Tony
Award for her powerful
vocals in Broadway’s
“Dreamgirls.” After she
wowed ticketholders at
the Super Bowl with her
rendition of “Lift Every
Voice and Sing,” viewers
at home wondered if she
lip-synced the lyrics in-
stead of singing live. The
following day, Ralph nei-
ther confirmed nor de-
n i e d ,  t e l l i n g  “ T h e
Hollywood Reporter,”
“Does it matter? ... No.

Thank you.” Send me
y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a t
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com,
or write me at KFWS, 628
Virginia Drive, Orlando,
FL 32803. (c) 2023 King
Features Synd., Inc.

Tina Fey in new Restless
Leg Tour

HOLLYWOOD — Former California
governor and Hollywood superstar Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger is starring in
“Kung Fury 2,” with Michael Fassbend-
er. He’s also starring in the new action-
adventure Netflix series “FUBAR,”
with his “Terminator: Dark Fate” co-
star Gabriel Luna. The 75-year-old
former Mr. Olympia is still in great
shape. And don’t forget ... as he prom-
ised in “The Terminator” — “I’ll be
back!”... and back again!

*** In 1959, a 26-year-old Carol Bur-
nett starred in the musical adaptation
of “The Princess and the Pea,” called
“Once Upon a Mattress.”

I was 13 and hung out at a little can-
dy store next to the Phoenix Theater
where “Mattress” was playing. Carol
got her coffee at the candy store before
her shows, and she’d joke with me and
my two friends who were always there.

I had a huge crush on her, and when
“Mattress” moved to Broadway and she
became a regular on “The Garry Moore
Show,” I commuted to the tapings. She
got me a seat for every Friday show.
One night, I was barred from the stu-
dio because they said I was cutting tape
by laughing and clapping so that I
could hear myself on TV. But what they
didn’t know was that I’d meet Carol
after dress rehearsal at the Studio 54
coffee shop and she’d tell me where she
needed laughter to put over a routine.

There I sat, frantic on the floor out-
side the studio, and a well-dressed,
very handsome guy asked me why. I
explained why, and he said, “Wait here
— I’ll see what I can do.” He came back
a few minutes later and said he’d
vouched for me, and we ended up sit-
ting in the fourth row. When Garry
Moore did his audience warm-up, he
excitedly introduced a celebrity in the
fourth row. “Ladies and gentlemen,” he
said, “I’d like you to meet the Yankee
Clipper.” Joe DiMaggio stood up and

waved, and it was then that I realized
he was the man who came to my res-
cue. After the show, we went to Carol’s
dressing room and then to dinner at
China Song next door.

On April 26, which will be Carol’s
90th birthday, NBC will celebrate her
in a two-hour special, co-starring her fa-
mous friends — Julie Andrews, Lily
Tomlin, Cher, Bernadette Peters, Katy
Perry, Vicki Lawrence, “Annie” star Ai-
leen Quinn and too many more to name.
The special features moments from
“Once Upon a Mattress,” “The Garry
Moore Show,” “Julie and Carol at Car-
negie Hall” and “Mama’s Family” as
well as her films “The Four Seasons,”
“Pete ‘n’ Tillie” and “Annie.” Of course,
it will also feature moments from her
11-year run of “The Carol Burnett
Show.”

If not for Carol Burnett, I might not
be a photojournalist or writing this col-
umn now. (c) 2023 King Features Synd.,
Inc.

Arnold Schwarzenegger in “Terminator:
Dark Fate” (2019)
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East Aldine District
COMMUNITY NEWS

At Crossroads, District is
in Right Place and Time
for Business

First of series on business development in our District

EAST ALDINE TOWN CENTER
For entrepreneurs and other business owners looking to set up shop in the

Houston area, East Aldine is a prime spot due to its location and proximity to
some of the city’s top destinations, transportation hubs, services, and
amenities.

East Aldine is ideally situated within a 15-minute southward drive of
downtown Houston. It’s 1.75 miles from the Hardy Toll Road, 1.89 miles from
Interstate 69/U.S. 59, two miles from Beltway 8 and 6.5 miles from Bush
Intercontinental Airport.

PORT OF HOUSTON
It’s 18 miles away from the Port of Houston, a 50-mile long complex that is

one of the world’s largest ports. More than 200 million short tons of
international
cargo were
handled in 2018
at the port,
which is in the
midst of a major
expansion
project

East Aldine is
also in a Foreign
Trade Zone
because of its
access to the
port, and part of

the district is classified as an“opportunity zone” by the state of Texas. The
program offers federal capital gains tax abatements to those who invest in
eligible capital.

Parts of East Aldine are considered a“free trade” zone under the state
Constitution, a status that provides direct or deferred tax benefits to
businesses.

BUSH INTERCONTINENTAL AIRPORT
Bush Intercontinental Airport, through which 45.3 million passengers

traveled in 2019, was recently recognized with the highest ranking among
U.S. airports in the World’s Top 100 Airports category and placed as

second-best airport
in North America.
The airport is also an
official port of entry
for import/export
goods.

Many import/
export goods flowing
through Houston are
transported by
freight trains as part
of “their” journey; the
Union Pacific

Settegast Yard, is a short 10 miles away.
Also, businesses — whether industrial, wholesale, retail, or in another

category — can find space in East Aldine to set up operations. The area
includes some 2.3 million square feet of industrial space, around 1.2 million
square feet of office space, and approximately 477,000 square feet of retail
space.

The district’s new industrial development was built with desirable
features for businesses such as larger space requirements, higher clear
heights, cross dock loading configurations and wide interior bays. The
development is close to George Bush Intercontinental Airport and major
highways.

In the second quarter of 2022, East Aldine saw an influx of new business
leases from top companies across industries. The top three new business
leases in East Aldine in the second quarter were:

    A 194,439-square-foot Walmart distribution center
    A 50,730-square-foot space by Logistics and supply chain

management company DB Schenker.
    A 26,847 square foot space by hotel operations, development, and

project oversight company Hospitality Solutions.
Within the boundaries of the East Aldine Management District, the civic

and consumer atmosphere, along with government services, have recently
improved noticeably — especially as the local population grows.

In the last decade, the number of residents climbed by more than 10,000
to 159,529 people in 2021. It’s expected to reach some 168,508 in 2026.

The East Aldine District participated in $43 million worth of water and
sewer infrastructure improvements in coordination with Harris County and
the Texas Water Development Board, while an additional$35 million went to
providing safe and reliable drinking water and sewer service to both
homes and businesses in the area.

The newly expanded East Aldine Town Center meets some important
needs as home to the Lone Star College’s East Aldine campus and
branches of the non-profit HOPE Clinic and non-profit BakerRipley
Community Center.

New restaurants and shops, some within two blocks of the Town Center,
are moving in to meet consumer demands and higher traffic patterns.

The District landscapes medians, funds branded street signs and public
art in major intersections, provides nuisance abatement and supplements
Harris County Sheriff’s Office patrols with round-the-clock, tailored
overtime shifts for deputies.

The District conducts business seminars at the Town Center for local
proprietors and others considering a business move into this dynamic area.

For more information, contact Director of Economic Development Lance
Dean.

— By Deborah Lynn Blumberg

HOUSTON (Feb. 20, 2023) – Lone Star
College offers a robust and competitive
Dual Credit program that allows stu-
dents to earn college-level certificates
and associate degrees while still in high
school.

“Dual Credit is a great opportunity to
earn both high school and college credit
at the same time,” said Gerald Napoles,
Ph.D., LSC Vice Chancellor Student Suc-
cess. “Some benefits include saving mon-
ey on college tuition, earning a college
certificate or degree faster and transfer-
ring credits earned to college and univer-
sities.”

Dual Credit at LSC is a cost-effective
initiative where high school students pay
a reduced tuition rate, saving nearly
$800, and the cost of their textbooks. The
program also prepares them to transition
smoothly to college life. Joselyn Lemus,
a Davis High School student, credits the
program for helping her to develop time
management, communication and prob-
lem-solving skills. Lemus will graduate
from high school in May with an associ-
ate of arts degree from LSC-Houston
North Fallbrook.

“I enrolled in dual credit courses to in-
crease my high school GPA, save money
for college and graduate from a univer-
sity early, if possible,” said Lemus. “The
program has expanded my knowledge,
positively changed my perspective on ed-
ucation and has given me insight into
what college is like.” Lemus plans to at-
tend Texas Tech University and earn a
bachelor’s degree in architecture.

Students can earn a workforce certifi-
cate, complete their core classes or attain
an associate degree while balancing
school commitments. Natalia Rodriguez,
a former dual credit student at Langham
Creek High School and LSC-CyFair, said
the program prepared her for the next
step. She is studying industrial engineer-
ing at the University of Houston.

“Dual Credit was a perfect opportuni-
ty because I could take college classes
now (11th grade), get ahead and have
those credits count toward my degree,”
said Rodriguez. “The transition from high
school to LSC-CyFair was seamless, and
because I was prepared, I earned a schol-
arship to attend the University of Hous-
ton.”

Under Dual Credit, the LSC Early Col-
lege High School program prepares stu-
dents to graduate high school with a

diploma and an associate degree or earn
at least 60 credit hours toward a bacca-
laureate degree. ECHS offers rigorous in-
struction and accelerated courses at no
cost to the students. Additionally, they
can access academic and support servic-
es at LSC, such as the library, campus
activities and technology to ensure their
success.

“As an Early College High School stu-
dent, I have the opportunity to take col-
lege courses now, which saves me a lot of
money and time,” said Xenia Navarro,
Spring Early College Academy student
who takes classes at LSC-North Harris.
“Additionally, I get to experience a taste
of college life to discern if it’s something
I want to continue post-graduation.”

Lone Star College offers Dual Credit
courses at 11 school districts within Har-
ris and Montgomery counties. The college
system serves 21,419 dual credit students
this spring, a 7.6% increase from spring
2022. Learn more at LoneStar.edu/Dual-
Credit.

Lone Star College offers Dual Credit
programs at 11 school districts in Harris
and Montgomery counties. Pictured is
Joselyn Lemus, who will graduate in May
from both Davis High School and LSC-
Houston North Fallbrook with an
associate of arts degree.

Lone Star College gives high school students
a head start toward a college degree

Houston  – The U.S.
Department of Transpor-
tation’s Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Adminis-
tration has awarded Lone
Star College a Commer-
cial Motor Vehicle Oper-
ator Safety Training
Grant.

“America is facing a se-
rious shortage of trained
truck drivers,” said Lorie
Latigo, LSC Senior Man-
ager, Truck Driving Lo-
gistics. “These funds will
help ensure we have the
properly trained labor
force to keep goods and
supplies moving.”

The grant will be used
to expand the number of
Commercial Driver’s Li-
cense holders receiving
operator safety training,
to  ass is t  current  or
former members of the
United States Armed
Forces and their spouses
with opportunity to enter
the trucking industry and
to extend grant opportu-
nities to candidates from
underserved communi-
ties.

The American Truck-
ing Associations esti-
mates that the industry
will have to recruit near-
ly 1 million new drivers
to replace retiring driv-
ers, drivers who leave vol-
untarily and account for
the additional drivers
needed  for  industry
growth over the next de-
cade.

In all, the DOT award-
ed $3.1 million in grants
to 19 community colleges
and truck driving schools
throughout the country.
This is the sixth time
Lone Star College has
been awarded this grant.

The Lone Star College
Truck Driving program
teaches students the

skills needed to become a
truck driver, including
pre-trip inspection, basic
control skills, backing
and city, street and high-
way driving.

“This program meets
the Federal Motor Carri-
er Entry-Level Driver
Training requirements,”
said Latigo.

The Lone Star College-
Transportation & Global
Logistics Technology
Center is a brand-new,
16,000 square foot state-
of-the-art training facili-
ty where students learn
the skills necessary to be-
come a truck driver. The
facility houses 6 class-
rooms, a large driving
track, 6 backing pads and
a realistic truck driving
simulator.

Visit LoneStar.edu/
Truck-Driving to learn
more on how you can
keep America moving.

Lone Star College en-
rolls over 80,000 students
each semester providing
high-quality, low-cost ac-
ademic transfer and ca-
reer training education.
LSC is training tomor-
row’s workforce today
and redefining the com-

munity college experi-
ence to support student
success .  Stephen C.
Head, Ph.D., serves as
chancellor of LSC, the
largest institution of
higher education in the
Houston area and has
been named a 2021 Great
Colleges to Work For®
institution by the Chron-
icle of Higher Education,
ranked 35th in Texas in
the Forbes ‘America’s
Best Employers By State’
list and recognized by
Fortune Magazine and
Great Place To Work® as
one of this year’s Best
Workplaces in Texas™.
LSC consists of eight col-
leges, seven centers,
eight Workforce Centers
of Excellence and Lone
Star Corporate College.
To learn more,  vis it
LoneStar.edu.

Lone Star College was awarded a Commercial Motor
Vehicle Operator Safety Training Grant by The U.S.
Department of Transportation to expand the number
of Commercial Driver’s License holders.

Lone Star College awarded grant
to keep America moving
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