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Chiquita Sanders was named Aldine ISD’s Secondary Teacher of the Year, while Emily Frye was named the district’s Elementary Teacher of the Year at the district’s
Educator of the Year Breakfast. They are pictured with Aldine ISD Superintendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney, center, members of the Aldine ISD Board of Trustees and
members of the Aldine Education Foundation.

EDUCATORS OF THE YEAR BREAKFAST

Emily Frye, Chiquita Sanders named Aldine ISD’s top educators:

Constance White, Ben Ibarra and Sheree Johnson named district’s top principals

BY MIKE KEENEY

Aldine ISD celebrated
its top teachers and prin-
cipals at the Educator of
the Year Breakfast, held
Friday, March 10 at the
Hilton Houston North Ho-
tel.

Aldine ISD Trustees,
district administrators,
campus administrators,
teachers and business
partners donned their best
Mardi Gras ware to let the
good times role as the dis-
tricts celebrated Aldine’s

top educators.

Chiquita Sanders of
Stovall Middle School was
named the district’s Sec-
ondary Teacher of the
Year, while Emily Frye of
Magrill Primary was
named the district’s Ele-
mentary Teacher of the
Year. Sanders is a math
teacher, while Frye is an
ESL teacher.

The four Teacher of the
Year finalists were Miriam
Benitez of Hinojosa Prima-
ry School, Audette Will-
iams of Francis

Elementary School, Rode-
lio Abuan of Avalos P-
TECH High School and
Loverous Whittaker of
Nimitz High School.

For the fourth consecu-
tive year, the district also
announced its Rookie Ed-
ucators of the Year. Kwand
Lang of Hill Elementary
School was the Rookie El-
ementary Teacher of the
Year, while Michael Maly
of Avalos P-TECH High
School was named the
Rookie Secondary Teacher
of the Year.

East Aldine District opens
Recycle Center on March 22nd

EAST ALDINE - A 2-
acre neighborhood deposi-
tory and recycling center
aimed at making East Al-
dine “cleaner and greener”
is nearing completion,
with a phased-in grand
opening will open this
March 22.

The center, funded by
the East Aldine Manage-
ment District, will operate
at 2789 Hopper Rd. near
the water treatment facil-
ity on the east side of Halls
Bayou.

East Aldine Landscape

Services will manage the
facility as a place for area
residents to dispose of
heavy trash, furniture,

yard waste and even old
tires, said Richard Cantu,
executive director of the
East Aldine Management
District.

East Aldine Landscape
Services’ clients include
the city of Houston, Metro
and several area manage-
ment districts.

“This is something that
has been in the works for
about eight years,” Cantu
said. “Residents expressed

Continued. See Recycle
Center, Page 8

In addition, Aldine
ISD’s Principals of the
Year and Rookie Principal
of the Year were also an-
nounced at the EOY
Breakfast.

Constance White of Hill
Elementary was named
the Elementary Principal
of the Year, while Ben
Ibarra of Blanson CTE
High School was named
the Secondary Principal of
the Year and Sherree
Johnson of Griggs Prima-
ry School was named the
Rookie Principal of the

Year.

The two overall win-
ners, the four finalists, all
Campus Teachers of the
Year and the Principals of
the Year received mone-
tary awards from the Aldi-
ne Education Foundation.
Frye, Sanders, the four
TOY finalists, Lang, Maly,
White, Ibarra and Johnson
each received rings from
Josten’s, while
Whataburger provided gift
baskets for the Teacher of
the Year finalists.

Frye, Sanders, White,

and Ibarra each received
two round trip airfare tick-
ets from United Airlines,
which was one of the Plat-
inum Sponsors of the
breakfast.

Other gifts included a
swag bag from Mec-
Donald’s, a reusable tum-
bler for all campus
Teachers of the Year from
Whataburger, while the
six finalists received a gift
basket from Whataburger.

Continued. See
Educators of Year, P. 2

\X/alle opposes TEA
takeover of HISD

Rep. Armando Walle speaks against TEA takeover, with other legislators.

AUSTIN - After the
TEA (Texas Education
Commission) formally an-
nounced on Wednesday,
March 15 that they
planned on taking over
control of Houston ISD and
replacing its superinten-
dent and installing a board
of managers, Democratic
Legislators led by Aldine’s
State Representative Ar-
mando Walle, Ron Rey-
nolds and several others
held a news conference to
strongly oppose the move
by TEA. Here is the state-

ment that Walle issued:

“Neighbors,

Today, the Texas Edu-
cation Agency (TEA) an-
nounced they are initiating
its takeover of the Houston
Independent School Dis-
trict (HISD) by appointing
a Board of Managers to
govern the school district
in lieu of the elected HISD
School Board.

For context, TEA noti-
fied HISD of their intent to
appoint a Board of Manag-
ers and new superinten-
dent in 2019, citing Texas

law that authorizes a state
takeover once a district
demonstrates an inability
to improve student
achievement over time at
low-performing campuses.
In response, HISD imme-
diately sought a temporary
injunction to prevent the
takeover. In January of
2023, the Texas Supreme
Court vacated this injunc-
tion, and it was formally
dissolved on March 1,
2023.

Continued. See Walle
opposes TEA, Page 2
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Walle opposes TEA

takeover,
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This morning, State
Representatives and Sen-
ators of the Harris County
Delegation met with Com-
missioner Mike Morath of
the Texas Education Agen-
cy to discuss the takeover.
During the meeting, many
Members — including my-
self — expressed our dis-
appointment and anger
over the decision.

Make no mistake — I do
not support the state take-
over of HISD. I believe
Texans deserve the right to
democratically elect board
members to run our neigh-
borhood schools. I ac-
knowledge there’s been
underperformance in the
past at some specific cam-
puses, which can largely be
tied to severe underfund-

ing. However, I have vot-
ed against proposals in the
Legislature year after year
that, unfortunately, ulti-
mately passed and have
led us to where we are now.

I will continue to work
with my colleagues in the
Legislature to support pro-
posals to prevent state
takeovers of local ISDs.
But those potential chang-
es would be months away,
and the HISD takeover is
happening now.

I pledge to work closely
with our educators, admin-
istrators and the newly ap-
pointed Board of Members
to support our community
schools and ensure our stu-
dents are receiving the

best education possible.

Iwill be aloud advocate
for every HISD student
and their families to set
our neighborhood schools
up for success as this take-
over is implemented, and
speed up the return of our
elected ISD board mem-
bers.

At the end of the day,
this is about our kids.

If you have any ques-
tions or concerns about
this issue, please reach out
to my office.

Sincerely,

Representative Arman-
do Walle

House District 140

Rep. Walle files bill to create
Billion Dollar Endowment
for Texas State Parks

AUSTIN — Rep. Arman-
do Walle (HD 140) has
filed House Bill 4177,
which would create a per-
manent endowment with-
in the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department to
foster the long-term expan-
sion and creation of state
parks.

Rep. Walle released the
following statement on the
legislation:

“Our state parks
bring our communities
together. Everyone

ARMANDO WALLE

should have access to
safe and well-main-
tained outdoor spaces
for kids to play, families
to explore and all Tex-
ans to have a place to
get away.

“By creating this en-
dowment, we are mak-
ing a promise to every
Texan that our govern-
ment will invest in the
creation and preserva-
tion of our natural her-
itge for generatiions to
come.”

Aldine ISD Ambassadors visit with
Rep. Walle at the Capitol in Austin

State Representative Armando Walle hosts a visit from the Aldine ISD
“Superintendent Goffney Ambassadors” recently at the Capitol in Austin. Walle
said “Great visiting with the Aldine Superintendent’s Ambassadors. A wonderful
group of young people representing the best of Aldine. Proud of each of them.

Their future is bright.”

Educator of the Year
Breakfast,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

AT&T and the Aldine Ed-
ucation Foundation pro-
vided each Teacher of the
Year with a Polo Shir5t
and Camdon Graphics pro-
vide all Teachers of the
Year with printed graph-
ics.

AEF Director Linda
Flores Olson thanked the
sponsors who underwrote
and provided gifts for the
breakfast. United Airlines
and Amplify served as
Platinum Sponsors, while
PBK, East Aldine Manage-
ment District and UT Phy-
sicians served as Gold
Sponsors. Silver Sponsors
were McDonald’s, Alta Re-
sources, MD Anderson and
K12 Insights. Campus
Sponsors were Tarkett,
MWA Architects, the Aldi-
ne American Federation of
Teachers (ATF Local
6345), ABC Mouse/Age
Learning, Inc., Barrett In-
surance, Avance Houston
Inc., Imagine Learning
and Teach for America.

Chief Academic Officer
Dr. Katie Roede an-
nounced the Rookie Prin-
cipal of the Year, the
Secondary Principal of the
Year and the Secondary
Teacher of the Year.

Johnson is in her first
year as a principal with
Aldine ISD and is the prin-
cipal at Griggs Elementa-
ry School.

She brings 15 years of
experience to her new po-
sition.

“Our teachers are pas-
sionate about ensuring our
young learners have an
exceptional daily educa-
tional experience,” she
said. “I love seeing the
smiling faces of our chil-
dren every day, as well as
the excitement of learning
when I visit classrooms.”

White has devoted all of
her 27 years in education
to Aldine ISD and current-
ly serves as the principal
of Hill Elementary School.

She is proud of the im-
pact she has on her stu-
dents on a daily basis.

“As a campus leader, I
love interacting with stu-
dents and being involved
in their lives as they expe-
rience learning,” she said.
“T also love being able to re-
cruit, mentor, inspire and
lead talented teams of ed-
ucators each year as we
navigate to overcome chal-
lenges to achieve our
goals.”

Ibarra, a product of Al-
dine ISD, has also spent
his entire educational ca-
reer in Aldine ISD. He be-
lieves it is his calling to
give the district all he has
on a daily basis.

“I have spent my entire
career in Aldine,” Ibarra
said. “Aldine has given me
its best, and I am driven
every day to provide Aldi-
ne my best. What I love
most about being a campus

leader is working with pro-
fessionals to put systems
in place so that students
graduate with choices and
opportunities.”

Chief Human Resources
Officer Dr. Javier Villar-
real introduced Lang as
the Elementary Rookie
Teacher of the Year and
Maly as the Secondary
Rookie Teacher of the
Year.

Land said it is impor-
tant for him to challenge
his students on a daily ba-
sis.

“I want students to em-
brace the learning process
as a continuum, not a
means to an end,” he said.
“I also want my students
to know they have infinite
value and can be whomev-
er they desire. And to fu-
ture teachers, I advise
them to stay connected
with school and district
colleagues and leaders be-
cause they are there to
help them succeed.”

Maly said he loves help-
ing his students think out-
side of the box and explore
new possibilities.

“I love creating a safe
space for students to ex-
plore, develop and embrace
their true selves,” he said.
“My dream is for them to
be confident and comfort-
able with who they are. My
‘why’ is to breathe life into
young people who yearn to
discover their identities
through revelations of new
knowledge.”Dr. Villarreal
announced Fyre as the dis-
trict’s Elementary Teach-
er of the Year and Sanders
as the district’s Secondary
Teacher of the Year.

Frye said she enjoys
providing her students
with a hands-on approach
to learning.

“A lesson that demon-
strates my style and phi-
losophy of teaching would
be during Knowledge Do-
main 4: Plants. I start the
lesson by watching of clip
of Elmo taking about de-
ciduous and evergreen
trees. Then, we go into the
lesson outlined in the cur-
riculum,” she said. “After
the lesson, we go on a walk
and identify trees as being
deciduous or evergreen.
Before we go in, I have stu-
dents pick up a pine nee-
dle, a pine cone, and a life
of their choice.:

Sanders enjoys incorpo-
rating ‘escape rooms’ to as-
sist in her student’s
learning experience.

“Two words: escape
rooms. One of my favorite
escape rooms that (col-
league) Ms. Ehrig and I
collaborated to create was
an escape room in the li-
brary. The escape room
was at the end of our ge-
ometry unit,” she said. “We
created six open-ended
questions about topics in

the unit. We hid clues
around the library. Stu-
dents had to use many
skills and subject areas,
not just math. They deci-
phered clues. They had to
work as a class to beat an-
other classroom. The pure
joy and learning that took
place were priceless and
could never be measured
by any test.”

Aldine ISD Superinten-
dent Dr. LaTonya M.
Goffney provided closing
remarks.

“On behalf of our Board
Members, I want to con-
gratulate all of our campus
Teachers of the Year, our
six finalists, our Principals
of the Year and our Rookie
Teachers of the Year,” she
said. “It’s great to gather
as a group to celebrate the
wonderful and important
work all of you do every
day in your respective
classrooms. I want you to
know how much we value
each and every one of you
and we can’t thank you
enough for your dedication
and devotion to our stu-
dents.”

She also thanked the
sponsors who made the
Educator of the Year
Breakfast possible.

“And to our sponsors,
thank you for supporting
the teachers and students
of Aldine ISD through the
Aldine Education Founda-
tion,” Dr. Goffney said.
“There is nothing like hav-
ing business leaders and
community members who
believe in education and
support it financially and
with their time.”

Chief of Staff Sheleah
Reed and Student Ambas-
sador Aaron Cebrereo, a
junior at Avalos P-TECH
High School, served as
masters of ceremony for
the event.

The Teacher of the Year
Committee consisted of Dr.
Keena Bradley, Dr. Char-
lotte J. Davis, Morgan
Delaney, Mattye Johnson,
Cindy Nguyen, Sheena
Nichols, Linda Nigro and
Cristina Ramirez.

The Principal of the
Year Committee consisted
of Ruby Allen, Dr. Dana
Arreola, Scott Corrick,
Perla Davila, Sandra
Doria, Shana Keller, Aris-
tide Sidibe, Marcie Strah-
an, Jose Trevino-Garcia,
Christi VanWassenhove
and Dr. Robin Williams.

The Rookie Principal of
the Year Committee con-
sisted of Altagracia Delga-
do, Dika Melendez,
Refugio Rodriguez, Dr.
Katie Roede, Christopher
Walkers and Dr. Robin
Williams.

Prior to the start of the
breakfast, attendees were
entertained by the Aldine
High School Jazz Ensem-
ble.
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Principal’s Act of Kindness:
Buying Shoes for Bullied Student Family Health Fair

Bullying is a significant
problem in our society, af-
fecting many people from
all walks of life. Verbal
bullying is especially insid-
ious, as it can leave deep
emotional scars lasting a
lifetime. The impact of ver-
bal bullying can be just as
severe as physical bully-
ing, which needs to be ad-
dressed head-on.

Recently, the power of
kindness and the impor-
tance of taking action
against bullying shined
through by a good deed.

Cypresswood principal,
Trent Johnson, took a 5th
grade student to the mall
to buy him new shoes af-
ter he had been bullied for
wearing shoes that were
falling apart.

The student had been
teased by classmates be-
cause of his worn-out
shoes. When Johnson no-
ticed what was happening,
he quickly took action to
help the student. His act of
kindness showed the child
that there were people who
cared.This act of kindness
not only helped the stu-
dent, but it also sent a pow-
erful message to the school
community about the im-
portance of standing up
against bullying. It showed
that one person can make
a difference and that it is
up to all of us to create a
safe and supportive envi-
ronment for everyone.

Verbal bullying can be
just as damaging as phys-
ical bullying, and it is a
problem that needs to be
addressed. Verbal bullying
can include teasing, name-
calling, spreading rumors,
and making hurtful com-
ments. These actions can
leave deep emotional scars
that can last a lifetime and

can impact a person’s men-
tal health and well-being.

It is important to speak
out against bullying and
take action to stop it. This
can include reporting inci-
dents to school officials,
reaching out to someone
who is being bullied, and
standing up against bully-
ing behavior when one sees
it happening.

It is also important to
teach children and adults
about the impact of bully-
ing and how to recognize
and respond to it. Schools
can play an important role
in this by creating a cul-
ture of respect and inclu-
sion and providing
resources and support for
students who are being
bullied. This is a powerful
reminder of the impact of
kindness and the impor-
tance of taking action
against bullying. We can
all learn from their exam-
ple and work together to
create a world where ev-
eryone feels safe, support-
ed, and valued. Verbal

bullying, or bullying of any
type, has no place in our
society, and it is up to all
of us to take a stand
against it.

In addition to taking ac-
tion against bullying,
Johnson has created an in-
timate office space for stu-
dents and meets with
several young male stu-
dents every Friday for
lunch.

“One thing we must be
mindful of is how we re-
spond to bullying,” said
Johnson. “It will come up,
so it’s not if but when. One
of the things we do at Cy-
presswood is we engage in
restorative practice. We
hold circles where we gath-
er around each other for
discussion in the morning
for Social and Emotional
Learning time, and to-
wards the end of the day,
we engage in optimistic
closure. We sit down with
the teachers, students, and
community to build a plan
to serve those kids best
and keep them safe.”

Diesel’s Readers Program: Free
Houston Dynamo Tickets

Aldine ISD Holds Annual

On Saturday, March 4,
Aldine ISD’s Family and
Community Engagement
(FACE) Department host-
ed their annual Family
Health Fair at the M.B
Sonny Donaldson Child
Nutrition Building, for the
families of the community
to come out and learn more
about the various opportu-
nities offered to them
through various district
partners.

The Family Health Fair
saw an attendance of over
650 people, with lines to
enter starting as early as
7:30 a.m. for the 9 a.m.
open. As the families en-
tered, they were given
event passports with each
of the participating orga-
nizations listed. Families
who visited five separate
stations were able to sub-
mit their passports, in ex-
change for a free weighted
blanket and box of Lysol
wipes.

By the end of the health
fair, FACE had distribut-
ed about 500 blankets to
the families, along with
various giveaways and re-
sources provided by the or-
ganizations in attendance,
such as Flu and COVID
vaccines, COVID testing
and blood and sugar level
health tests.

“We are very thankful
to all our health commu-
nity partners who showed

Aldine ISD to Host

their commitment to sup-
porting our Aldine fami-
lies,” said Dr. Martha
Escalante, executive direc-
tor of FACE.

Apart from the give-
aways, families were able
to receive CPR lessons,
proper teeth brushing
skills and enjoy photo op-
portunities with Mirabel
Madrigal from Disney’s
“Encanto”, courtesy of Tex-
as Children’s.

A special thanks to all
the participant organiza-
tions including: Texas
Children’s Health Plan,
Avenue 360, the Hope
Clinic, Mi Familia Dental,
Molina Healthcare, Den-
taquest, Harris County
Dental Program, Houston
Food Bank, UHPhealth
Inc., MD Anderson Cancer
Center, Harris County
Emergency Corps., Baker
Ripley, Harris County
Public Health Outreach
Team, Memorial Her-
mann, Harris County Pub-
lic Health-Mosquito &
Vector Control, Commu-
nity Health Choice, Next
Level Urgent Care, Texas
Children’s Injury Preven-
tion/Safe Kids Greater
Houston, HCPH-Nutri-
tion and WIC Services, Al-
dine Child Nutrition
Services, and Aldine Social
and Emotional Learning
and Culture Department.

TeenBookCon on March 25
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Aldine ISD will host
TeenBookCon 2023. The
annual free one-day
event brings in popular
young adult (YA) authors
to speak on panel ses-
sions throughout the day
and participate in ques-
tion and answer sessions.

TeenBookCon Event
Details

Saturday, March 25,
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:45
p-m.Davis High School,
12525 Ella Blvd, Hous-
ton, TX

Note: Autographed
books by featured au-
thors will be sold at the
event, and unsigned cop-
ies can be ordered from
Blue Willow Bookshop’s
TeenBookCon website.

Teens (and grown-ups)
can sit in on panels
throughout the day, ask
questions of the authors,
grab lunch from one of
the food trucks, check out

some of the public library booths, and grab some Teen-

BookCon swag!

This year’s keynote speakers are Darcie Little Bad-
ger and Daniel Nayeri. Also, hear from.
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OPINION

By BILL KING

Houston Does Not Have
a Revenue Cap!

ne of my pet peeves is how frequently I

hear some City elected official or

someone in the media refer Houston’s
“revenue cap.” Let me state this as clearly as
possible: the City of Houston does not have, nor
has it ever had, a cap on the revenues it can
collect.

The easiest way to know that Houston does
not have a cap on its revenues is to look at its
revenues since Proposition 1, the proposition that
is so frequently and incessantly mischaracterized
as a revenue cap, was passed in 2004. Since that
time, the City’s revenues have increased by 159%.

That is about a 5.5% average annual increase,
which has roughly been twice the rate of inflation
and wage growth in the Houston area for the
same period. And notwithstanding the commonly
held belief that Houston is still rapidly growing,
although its population has only increased by
about 15% since 2004, or less than 1% per year.

What the voters overwhelmingly approved in
2004 was a charter amendment that prohibited
City Council from raising property taxes by more
than the sum of inflation and population growth
or 4.5%, whichever is lower. The principle reason
this proposition has not resulted in any signifi-
cant limitation on the City’s revenue growth is
that property taxes only make up about 20% of
the City’s revenue. There is absolutely no limita-
tion on the other revenue sources for the City. So,
for example, Proposition 1 had no effect on the
City imposing a new drainage fee on its citizens
to the tune of over $100 million per year in 2014,
or say, doubling the water and sewer rates.1

Ironically, Proposition 1 has not even been all
that effective at tamping down property taxes,
which have doubled since it was adopted. That is
primarily because of some loopholes in Proposi-
tion 1. The most notable is that the property
taxes collected by the TIRZs do not count against
the limit. Also, property tax increases during a
state of emergency are exempt.

You will frequently hear City-elected officials
lament Proposition 1 and call for its repeal,
claiming that their hands are tied by it. What
they never mention is that under Proposition 1’s
provisions, Council can raise property taxes by
whatever amount they want (up to the State
limit), if they first ask for the voters’ approval. Of
course, given the sorry state of City services,
notwithstanding its record revenues, they know
that would be a hard sell.

So, the next time you hear some City official
whining about the supposed “revenue cap” and
suggesting we should repeal it, just remember
what they are really saying is that they want to
increase property taxes by more than population
growth and inflation without checking with you
first.

LETTERS
To The Editor

Spend Budget Surplus
on Environmental
Priorities

Friend,

All too often, the Texas budget conversation
has been focused on what will get cut. But this
year should be different — the state has over $32
billion in surplus funds.

Republicans want to use these funds to reduce
property taxes, but there are many important
needs that should receive a share of these re-
sources.

The Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality, Railroad Commission, Public Utility
Commission, Office of Public Utility Counsel,
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and Texas
Water Development Board all need additional
funding to meet their mandates to protect the
environment and Texans and manage our natural
resources.

Send an email to the Senate Committee on
Finance and the House Appropriations Commit-
tee to support additional investment in enforcing
environmental laws, fixing the electric grid,
expanding parkland, and modernizing agencies to
be more effective and responsive to the public.

Thank you for taking action. The budget is
critical to advance our priorities.

Working together,

Alliance for a Clean Texas

SOME IN AUSTIN
STILL WiITH NO
POWER...

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

©
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Bill Would Require Fentanyl Education

The death of a Leander
High School graduate from
a fentanyl overdose has
prompted state Rep. Terry
Wilson, R-Georgetown, to
file a bill that would require
10 hours of education annu-
ally concerning the dangers
of the drug to students in
sixth grade and up, the
Austin American-States-
man reported.

Tucker Roe, 19, bought
what he thought was a Per-
cocet pill on Instagram, ac-
cording to his mother,
Stefanie Turner. It turned
out to be laced with a dead-
ly amount of fentanyl, a
powerful opioid responsible
for more than 5,000 deaths
in Texas last year, accord-
ing to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control.

“He was struggling with
sleeping and stress, and he
purchased a pill to help him
sleep, and that pill took his
life,” Turner told the States-
man. Wilson’s bill would al-
low a number of different
types of organizations to
provide the education, in-
cluding public health agen-
cies.

MORE ARRESTS MADE IN
AUSTIN ‘STREET TAKEOVER’

More than three dozen
charges against 17 people
were made last week in the
takeover of several Austin
intersections on Feb. 18 and
19. The Statesman report-
ed those arrested face
charges including evading
arrest, obstructing a high-
way, reckless driving and
engaging in organized crim-
inal activity.

Video footage shot dur-
ing the incidents showed
cars spinning through in-
tersections, fireworks ex-
ploding, and dozens of
people running through the
streets.

“The events that oc-
curred disrupted our com-
munity, they garnered
much of our attention. and
they were clearly not good
for our community,” Austin
Police Chief Joe Chacon
said.

PEDESTRIAN, BICYCLIST
FATALITIES ON THE RISE
Pedestrian fatalities re-
sulting from traffic crashes
increased 34% from 2017 to
2021, while bicyclist deaths
increased 58% during the
same period. The Texas De-
partment of Transportation

has kicked off a pedestrian
and bicyclist campaign this
month to urge all Texans to
follow the state’s traffic
laws and reduce those fatal-
ities.

“We have a shared re-
sponsibility to every mem-
ber of our community — to
every family and every in-
dividual — to help reverse
these trends and reduce
traffic fatalities in Texas,”
said TxDOT Executive Di-
rector Marc Williams.

Texas law requires driv-
ers to stop and yield for pe-
destrian and bicyclists in
crosswalks, to yield while
turning, and to pass bikes
at a safe distance. Pedestri-
ans, in turn, are urged to
cross only at intersections
and crosswalks, to obey all
traffic signs and signals,
and to use sidewalks when
possible.

Bicyclists are required to
stop at red lights and stop
signs, to ride in the same di-
rection as traffic, and to use
bike lanes when available.

NELSON CONFIRMED AS
TEXAS SECRETARY OF
STATE

Former state Sen. Jane
Nelson was confirmed last
week by the Texas Senate
as secretary of state. Gov.
Greg Abbott appointed her
to the position two months
ago.

Nelson served in that
chamber for 30 years.

“I will work to safeguard
honest and accurate elec-
tions in all 254 counties
across our great state, while
continuing to support busi-
ness owners by ensuring
that government moves at
the speed of Texas business,
not the other way around,”
Nelson said in a statement
after her confirmation.
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ADJUSTER INDICTED AFTER
TDI INVESTIGATION

A Texas public insurance
adjuster has been indicted
by a Kimble County grand
jury after being accused of
stealing more than
$268,000 in insurance
claims. An investigation by
the Texas Department of
Insurance alleges Andrew
Joseph Mitchell signed the
names of clients on their in-
surance claim checks and
kept the money.

Mitchell, based in Clear
Lake Shores, Texas, solicit-
ed clients across the coun-
try using the internet,
according to authorities.

“We have other victims
here in Texas we're refer-
ring to prosecutors, but
Mitchell is currently in jail
in Louisiana, and we know
of investigations in at least
two other states,” TDI fraud
investigator Mark Pardaen
said.

LAWMAKERS WANT TO
LEGALIZE SUNDAY LIQUOR
SALES

A pair of bills introduced
in the Legislature would le-
galize the sales of ready-to-
drink cocktails seven days
aweek, the Houston Chron-
icle reported. Under cur-
rent law, liquor stores are
closed on Sunday, and gro-
cery and corner stores can
only sell beer and wine.

State Sen. Kelly Han-
cock, R-North Richland
Hills, filed his version of
the bill recently.

“As industries innovate
and new products become
staples in the marketplace,
it only makes sense for us
to take a look at ways gov-
ernment can reduce regula-
tory red tape,” Hancock
said. A twin version of the
bill was filed in the House
by state Rep. Justin Hol-
land, R-Rockwall. Liquor
stores would still be re-
quired to be closed on Sun-
day under the bills.

TPWD SEEKS INPUT ON
LAND AND WATER PLAN

The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department is
seeking public input to help
the agency make future
management decisions.

“In fulfilling our mission,
TPWD is committed to de-
livering effective natural
resources stewardship and
outdoor recreation pro-
grams that exemplify the
highest standards of quali-
ty, service and profession-
alism,” said David
Yoskowitz, executive direc-
tor of TPWD.

Public input can be made
through April 14 by com-
pleting a survey being con-
ducted by Texas A&M
University. The survey can
be found at: https://
tinyurl.com/nhkewmxw.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches, and
Cedar Park. Email:
gborders@texaspress.com.
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POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

“Tourist Town”

My husband, Peter, and I
are staying in San Miguel de Al-
lende, Mexico, which is, accord-
ing to a lot of folks, a tourist
town.

Sometimes, the person say-
ing this means it is not a place
they would want to spend time.
This puzzles me. I'm not sure
why a town known for meat-
packing or manufacturing
would be a better place to spend
time than a town known for
tourism. But I respect anyone’s
right to spend time wherever
they want, and Peter and I are
happy in San Miguel, in large
part because it is a tourist town.

Alot of the tourists are from
the United States. A surprising
number are from Canada.

“Is there anyone left up there
in the winter?” I asked a Cana-
dian visitor I met at the writ-
ers’ conference last week. There
were more Canadians in the au-
dience than folks from the U.S.
and Mexico combined. I found
this astonishing, considering
that all of Canada has only as
many people as Mexico City.

“Did you leave someone up
there to turn off the lights?” I
asked.

But more common than ei-
ther Canadians or Americans
are, of course, the Mexican tour-
ists who come to town to enjoy
the year-round festivities of San
Miguel. There is always a par-
ty of some sort going on. There
is music in the streets, religious
celebrations, parades of zom-
bies, costumed indigenous
dancers, fireworks and giant
puppets—amazing surprises
that appear every day, surpris-
es that appear as if by magic.

And there’s no mistaking
Mexican tourists for their
northern counterparts.

U.S. tourists tend to look as
if they are braced for calamity.
They constantly refer to their
maps. They wear sunscreen un-
der their oversized hats, have
trousers filled with zippered
pockets, secret money belts and
hiding places for their pass-
ports. They wear shoes intend-
ed for hiking up mountains and
carry water in case they should
make a wrong turn at the ice
cream shop and inadvertently
end up marooned in the desert.

Mexican tourists are always
better dressed, often in high
heels, and never lost.

They wear sequins and car-
ry small dogs and, even when [
don’t know what they are say-
ing, I can hear them using a lot
of exclamation points to say it.
Mexicans do not take photos of
the sights, but of one another,
smiling broadly, and usually
holding their small dogs. They
zip in on Friday nights and start
partying immediately, hiring
the mariachi bands to play
songs they love and lining up
at restaurants to have their fa-
vorite meals.

The U.S. tourists generally
look less cheerful. They are also
older. I noticed, on a rare occa-
sion that a store advertised in
English, the sign read, “Spare
parts for crutches, wheelchairs
and walking sticks.” Clearly,
they knew their market.

Mexican tourists would be
unlikely to need any of the
above, despite the high heels,
and would be more inclined to
buy festive costumes for their
tiny dogs.

By Monday morning, most of
the Mexican tourists are gone,
leaving only traces of confetti on
the cobblestones, which the
street cleaners work diligently
to remove until they are, again,
pristine and ready for the next
party.

I'm trying to learn from the
Mexican tourists. I'm trying to
remember to smile at strangers
and worry less about falling on
the cobblestones (even if T keep
wearing practical shoes). I'm
trying to put a little more glit-
ter in my life and a few more
sequins.

Being prepared for an emer-
gency is a good thing, of course.
But being prepared for a party
is every bit as important.

Till next time,

Carrie

Carrie’s memoir is “Blue
Yarn.” Learn more about her
writing at CarrieClasson.com.
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Sherift raids suspected
Chop Shop on Hopper
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and Disabled
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APPLIANCES FURNISHED
ELIGIBILITY:
 Age 62 or older
* Disabled
* Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment
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713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

HARRIS COUNTY — A
SWAT unit was needed
Thursday afternoon in
northeast Harris County,
where investigators be-
lieve they raided a vehicle
chop shop.

Several people, includ-
ing those with document-
ed gang membership, were
detained when a warrant
was served in the 4500
block of Hopper Road,
which is just off Eastex
Freeway, multiple Harris
County sheriff’s officials
said.

The scene was secured
after SWAT went in and

later turned over to the
Harris County Sheriff’s
Office Special Investiga-
tions Division, which han-
dles VICE, narcotics,
human trafficking, auto
theft, and high-tech
crimes.

A follow-up tweet by
Special Investigations
stated that several stolen
trucks and parts were lo-
cated in various stages of
disassembly.

In addition, some of
those detained were armed
with guns and had drugs
on them, investigators
said.

Here is our weekly
submission for March
20th - March 25th

Monday: Lunch &
Learn + A Novel Book
Club - 5:30 Learn about
financial literacy or join
us for our book club talk
for “The Personal Li-
brarian.”

Tuesday: Teen

HIGH MEADOWS LIBRARY NEWS

Anime Club- 3:00 PM

Wednesday: Krafty
Kids - 4:30 PM
A Children’s Craft Pro-
gram for children of all
ages.

Friday: Lunch &
Learn - 1:30 PM Learn
about financial literacy
over a meal.

Saturday: Family

Time - 1:00 PM Spend
time with your little ones
in the library and create
a project together.

HERSHIIRA BOONE-
RODGERS

ASSISTANT BRANCH
MANAGER

4500 ALDINE MAIL RTE
RD

HOUSTON, TX 77039
281-590-1456

Take Pride in our Community
Keep it Clean
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MacArthur Baseball
Coach Gonzales wins
400th game

Aldine MacArthur head
baseball coach Ernest
Gonzales picked up his
400th win last week vs. Cy
Park in a 1-0 win. Gonza-
les has been the head
coach at MacArthur for 31
years and has coached for
43 years overall.

“I'wasn’t thinking about
the 400,” said Gonzales. “I
just wanted that 1-0 win.”
Gonzales downplayed the
achievement but was glad
that his family was in at-
tendance to see him get the
milestone win.

Harris County Pct. 2 continues
Abatement of unsafe structures

DANGEROUS ALDINE NUISANCE PROPERTY ABATED

Among work done, structures being used for drugs and other illegal
activities to be demolished.

Harris County — Harris County Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia
recently was joined by representatives from Harris County Public Health
to restore a property that is well-known to neighbors in the area as being

a haven for illegal activities. The property is located at 410 Nicar, Houston,

TX 77037 in the Aldine area. In addition to a burned-out/abandoned mobile
home that has been used for drugs and other activities, the lot has mounds

of dangerous trash (see photo).

BILINGUAL STORY TIME
Join us in the library
for story time in English

and Spanish now
on Tuesdays at
11:00am!
KID’S CLUB

It’s that time again:
Lego Night! Wednesday,
Mar. 22, 4:30pm for kids
5 and up!

TEEN THURSDAY

Teen Thursdays are a
fun, safe environment
for teens (ages 12-18) to
hang out after school.
Join us Thursdays
from 3:30 - 5:30pm.

WOMEN'’S HISTORY
MONTH MOVIE

Join us for a celebra-
tion of Women’s History
Month with movies
based on real women
who have made differ-
ences and contributions

to American History!
Snacks provided. Satur-
day, Mar. 25, 2pm.

COMPUTER CLASSES

We have computer
classes in Spanish and in
English, online and in-per-
son. If you want to
participate, call wus
to register: 832-927-5410.

Wednesdays: Cloud
Computing - Office 365
& Excel (free version),
(English, Online), 5-7pm

Thursdays: Office 365
- PowerPoint I (Spanish,
in person), 5-7pm

PASSPORT SERVICES

Do have plans to travel
out of the country soon?
Get on the ball and make
sure you get your passport
in order NOW! You can
make an appointment for
passport services at Aldi-
ne Branch - https://
www.hcpl.net/services/

AIRLINE LIBRARY NEWS

passport-services

Our passport hours -
Mondays and Wednes-
days 12pm - 5pm; Tues-
days and Thursdays
12pm - 7pm; Saturdays
10am - 12pm and 2pm -
4pm. We also have walk-
in service from 2-4pm on
Fridays on a first come
first served basis. Those
wishing to get a pass-
port executed must have
all necessary documents
and required people
present with them.

MICHELLE PICHON
LIBRARY PROGRAM
SPECIALIST

HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC
LIBRARY

ALDINE

BRANCH LIBRARY
11331 AIRLINE DR.
HOUSTON, TX 77037
832-927-5410

You can read the Northeast News curent and back
issues on our website: www.nenewsroom.com
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How can a young person stay on the pafl
of purity? By living according to your

word. I seek you with all my heart; do
ot let me stray from your commands.
Thave hidden your word in my heart that
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MARKETING SPECIALIST

We are hiring!

MARKETING SPECIALIST POSITION OPEN
Responsible for managing, coordinating, and
administering marketing and branding efforts on
behalf of the East Aldine Management District,
served by Hawes Hill & Associates LLP, in
accordance with the district's approved Service
and Improvement Plan. The Marketing
Specialist reports to and works under the
general supervision of the district’s
Executive Director.

Salary range: $65,000 - $80,000 annually,
depending on qualifications and experience.
Benefits include health, basic dental, life and
disability insurance, SIMPLE IRA retirement

plan, vacation.

Visit our website to learn more and to apply:
aldinedistrict.org

EAST ALDINE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
c/o HawesHill & Associates LLP
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Q: How is Bruce Willis
doing since he was diag-
nosed with a neurological
disorder? I've enjoyed his
work ever since seeing him
in “Moonlighting,” with
Cybill Shepherd. — P.I.

A:It’s hard to believe it’s
been 38 years since Bruce
Willis debuted as charm-
ing P.I. David Addison Jr.,
opposite his boss, former
model Maddie Hayes,
played by Cybill Shepherd.
The two quarreled both on
screen and off, but their
chemistry was a hit with
viewers, making the show
last five seasons.

Willis went on to be a
mega movie star in the
“Die Hard” franchise,
among other films, but last
March, it was announced
that he was retiring from
acting at age 67 after be-
ing diagnosed with a cog-
nitive disorder called
aphasia. Sadly, in Febru-
ary of this year, his wife,
Emma Heming Willis, an-
nounced that his condition
has progressed and that
they now have a more spe-
cific diagnosis: frontotem-
poral dementia.
Fortunately, he has a won-
derful support system that
includes his ex-wife, ac-
tress Demi Moore, and
their children, along with
his two daughters with
Emma.

skeksk

Q:I only recently start-

Bruce Willis

ed watching the family
saga “Succession” on HBO.
What drew me in was the
opening theme music. Is it
an original piece for the
show? — A.K.

A: When composer
Nicholas Britell was inter-
viewed on the “CBS News
Sunday Morning” show, he
said that when he was a
young boy, he asked his
mother for piano lessons
after hearing the theme to
the movie “Chariots of
Fire.”

This didn’t lead him
down a straight path to
Hollywood, however. He
worked on Wall Street for
a while before quitting, to
chase his dream. He told
CBS he wanted the theme
about a dysfunctional
wealthy family to sound a
little off: “The pianos are
out of tune with each oth-
er. The strings are a little

NORTHEAST NEWS

bit off. This should feel
kind of like something’s a
little wrong here.” His in-
stincts were right, and it
led to him winning an
Emmy Award for Out-
standing Original Main
Title Theme Music. Before
being hired for “Succes-
sion,” he already had an
excellent reputation in the
industry, having earned
Oscar nominations for
three different movie
scores: “Moonlight,” “If
Beale Street Could Talk”
and “Don’t Look Up.”

The fourth and final
season of “Succession” re-
turns to HBO on March 26.
In the meantime, you can
hear more of Britell’s cre-
ations with the Disney+
series “Andor” and in the
upcoming live-action film
“Mufasa: The Lion King.”

Q:What happened to
Taylor Kinney on “Chica-
go Fire”? Did he leave the
show? — G.M.

A: On a recent episode
of the hit NBC series “Chi-
cago Fire,” it was men-
tioned that Taylor
Kinney’s character, Lt.
Kelly Severide, had gone to
Alabama for arson investi-
gation training.

Off-screen, the actor has
chosen to take a hiatus
from the show for person-
al reasons. He’s still in the
credits, though, and Capt.
Tom Van Meter (Tim Hop-
per) assured Chief Boden
(Eamonn Walker) that
Severide isn’t “planning a
transfer.” Kinney has been
with the show since 2012,
so hopefully, he just needs
a little R&R and will re-
turn before the season
ends.

Send me your questions
a t
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com,
or write me at KFWS, 628
Virginia Drive, Orlando,
FL 32803. (c¢) 2023 King
Features Synd., Inc.

HOLLYWOOD — Henry Cavill has
left the Netflix series “The Witcher,” for
the new four-part spy film franchise “Ar-
gylle,” with Sam Rockwell, Bryce Dallas
Howard, John Cena and Samuel L. Jack-
son. Cavill will also star in director Guy
Ritchie and producer Jerry Bruckhe-
imer’s next film “The Ministry of Ungen-
tlemanly Warfare” (opposite “Baby
Driver’s” Eiza Gonzalez), which charts
Winston Churchill’s and “James Bond”
creator Ian Fleming’s secret WWII com-
bat organization. “Enola Holmes 2” also
hit Netflix recently, and Cavill will be
back to play Superman again.

skeksk

“12 Years a Slave” Oscar winner Lupi-
ta Nyong’o, currently headlining “Black
Panther: Wakanda Forever,” has found
“A Quiet Place” for her next film. Con-
sidered a spin-off, not a sequel to “A Qui-
et Place” and “A Quiet Place 2,” “A Quiet
Place: Day One,” is based on an idea from
creator, star and director of “A Quiet
Place” John Krasinski — who won’t be
starring in it when it opens in March
2024.

sskek

“The Fabulous Four” — Susan Saran-
don, Bette Midler, Sissy Spacek and
Megan Mullally — are lifelong friends
who reunite in Key West for Midler’s wed-
ding. Aussie director Jocelyn Moorhouse
begins shooting next year in her home.
Spacek currently stars with Dustin Hoff-
man in “Sam & Kate.”

skeksk

International film superstar Catherine
Deneuve (age 79) is best remembered for
“The Umbrellas of Cherbourg” (1964),
Roman Polanski’s “Repulsion” (1965) and
“Viva Maria!” (1965), with George Hamil-
ton and French mega-superstar Brigitte
Bardot. Even though she’s never stopped
working in her native home of France,
she’s making an international comeback
in “Bernadette” as former French first
lady Bernadette Chirac, wife of 1995
French president Jacques Chirac. I met
Deneuve when she and Bardot toured 26

Page 7

Lupita Nyong'o in “Black Panther:
\X¥/akanda Forever”

theaters in New York with “Viva Maria!”
in 1965. They attracted mob scenes, and
people were fainting and going mad over
her and Bardot who, despite being French
movie stars, commanded crowds equal to
Liz Taylor and Richard Burton.

skeksk

Also making a comeback is Shelley Du-
vall, who won two Emmys, a British Acad-
emy Award, a Peabody and a top prize at
the Cannes Film Festival. Duvall was un-
forgettable in two 1980 classics (Wendy in
“The Shining” and Olive Oyl in “Popeye”).
Now 73, she’s been absent since 2002, and
her last film was “Manna from Heaven,”
with Shirley Jones, Louise Fletcher and
Cloris Leachman. In 2016, a talk show
host who calls himself “Dr.” did a hatchet
job interviewing her. But in 2021, when
the Hollywood Reporter profiled her in
“Searching for Shelley Duvall,” it created
renewed interest in her career. After she
completed her comeback werewolf film
“The Forest Hills,” Duvall admitted, “It
was a lot of fun, and I'm excited to be
back!” The times I partied with her, she
was sweet and funny. Guess werewolves
like Olive Oyl, too? (¢c) 2022 King Features
Synd., Inc.

ENTERTAINMENT
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Lone Star College named Top Producer
of Fulbright Scholars for 2022-2023

HOUSTON (Feb. 21,
2023) — The United States
Department of State has
recognized Lone Star Col-
lege as one of the top 25
colleges and universities
that produced Fulbright
Scholars for 2022-2023.

“We are very proud of
this noteworthy accom-
plishment,” said Stephen
C.Head, Ph.D., LSC Chan-
cellor. “The Fulbright
Scholar Program is consid-
ered the most prestigious
educational exchange pro-
gram providing instructors
the opportunity to contin-
ue their education and pro-
fessional development
through research and
study in a foreign country.”

Taking it a step further,
Fulbright named LSC as
the only institution in the
Associate/Baccalaureate
category to receive two
grants. This achievement
underscores LSC’s com-
mitment to hiring expert-
level staff and faculty to
train future generations
entering an increasingly
competitive workforce.

“Our faculty and staff
are the most important re-
sources at Lone Star Col-
lege,” Head said. “We hire
people who believe in our
mission, care about stu-
dents and have a passion
for improving our commu-
nities through education,”
said Head.

LSC serves as the host
college for Community Col-
lege for International De-
velopment (CCID), which
co-sponsors Fulbright Pro-
gram webinars with the
LSC Office of Honors and
International Education.
This opportunity allows
LSC faculty and staff to
learn about these pro-
grams and how to apply
successfully.

“As part of our work
with Community College
for International Develop-
ment, we are currently
planning spring webinars,

Lone Star College was the only institution in the Associate/
Baccalaureate category to receive two Fulbright Scholar Program
grants. Pictured from left are Claire Phillips, Ph.D., LSC-CyFair
Science and Engineering Instruction Dean and John Theis, Ph.D.,
LSC-Kingwood Political Science Professor and Civic Engagement
Director who will study in France and South Korea, respectively,
to engage in international studies that will benefit LSC.

as well as working with the
Department of Education
to better support addition-
al opportunities for our fac-
ulty members to research
and develop curriculum
abroad,” said Katharine
Caruso, Ph.D., LSC Asso-
ciate Vice Chancellor Hon-
ors and International
Education.

The 2022-2023 Ful-
bright Scholar Program
awarded scholarships to
Claire Phillips, Ph.D.,
LSC-CyFair Science and
Engineering Instruction
Dean and John Theis,
Ph.D., LSC-Kingwood Po-
litical Science Professor
and Center for Civic En-
gagement Director.

“Lone Star College con-
tinues to create numerous
international initiatives
through collaborative ef-
forts such as the Fulbright
Scholars program,” said
Caruso.

Phillips received the In-
ternational Education Ad-
ministrators (IEA) award
and traveled to France in
October 2022 to study glo-
bal education. During her
two weeks in Nantes, An-
gers and Paris, Phillips
helped develop interna-
tionalized science courses

and built long-term rela-
tionships with partnering
universities to benefit stu-
dents, especially those en-
rolled in the Honors
College at LSC.

Theis will use his Ful-
bright scholarship to re-
new his ties to South
Korea, where he spent the
first 18 years of his life. He
will travel to Seoul later
this month to observe the
Korean higher education
system and teach at Dank-
ook University. During his
five-month sabbatical,
Theis will also conduct
comparative research into
college student political
involvement and civic en-
gagement.

The Fulbright Scholar
Program is the flagship in-
ternational educational ex-
change program sponsored
by the U.S. government,
designed to increase mutu-
al understanding between
people from other coun-
tries. The program enables
college and university fac-
ulty members with a Ph.D.
to teach and conduct re-
search. Recipients receive
round-trip transportation
to the host country and
funding to pay for room,
board and incidental costs.

East Aldine Recycle Center
opens March 22,
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a desire for a place to get
rid of heavy trash and
keep their neighborhood
looking clean.”

Residents of East Aldi-
ne have long complained
about unsightly and illegal
dump sites, where old mat-
tresses, unwanted furni-
ture and other items are
piled by the road, along
with used tires that can
become a dangerous
breeding ground for mos-
quitoes.

The new recycling pro-
gram comes at a time
when many cities and oth-
er governments are scal-
ing back on recycling
programs.

But district and East
Aldine Landscape Servic-
es officials are confident
that recycling — done right
—will have environmental
and economic benefits in
an area that has been
plagued by illegal sites.

“This facility will be the
first of its kind,” said Seli-
na Valdez, recycling coor-
dinator for East Aldine
Landscape Services. “We
want to be successful in
educating residents while
raising the quality of life
in East Aldine.”

Despite recent studies
showing that recycling
programs have faced ris-
ing costs, the 2019 Texas
Legislature directed the
Texas Commission on En-
vironmental Quality to
conduct an extensive
study on recycling.

That 318-page report
concluded that Texas
would run out of landfill
space by 2030, showing
the need for certain mate-
rials to be recycled rather
than buried.

“The bottom line is that
the state of Texas is try-
ing to make it possible for
recycling to become profit-

able,” Valdez said.

She cites the example of
North Vernon, Ind., popu-
lation 7,200. The city is
home to a plastic bag re-
cycling plant, where su-
permarket plastic bags
used across the U.S. are
produced by the city’s re-
cycling plant.

“That tiny little town
produces most of the gro-
cery bags that we use ev-
ery day,” Valdez said.

Exxon Corp. has in-
vested $100 billion world-
wide in facilities to recycle
“hard” plastics that had
been nearly impossible to
recycle, Valdez said, and
one of the first is in Bay-
town.

“This could become a big
economic opportunity for a
community like East Aldi-
ne,” Valdez said. “We
could benefit from a strong
and well-run recycling pro-
gram.”

In 2020, a Columbia
University Climate School
study noted that a key
problem with the recycling
industry was a 2018 deci-
sion by China to ban the
importation of most plas-
tics and other materials
that were not up to very
stringent purity stan-
dards. The U.S. then start-
ed sending its plastic
waste to other countries in
southeast Asia and Africa.
The eventual result was
that about 70 percent of
“recycled plastics” ended
up in landfills or oceans.

When the market for
plastics dried up, munici-
palities began to cut back
on their recycling pro-
grams, with more than 60
cities ending curbside re-
cycling.

The Columbia study
concluded, however, that
there are still many eco-
nomic benefits from recy-

cling programs. According
to that study, the global
plastic recycling market is
projected to grow by near-
ly $15 billion by 2024.

The East Aldine Dis-
trict’s environmental ef-
fort will continue to be
aided by strict enforce-
ment of unlawful dump-
ing, with help from the
Harris County Sheriff’s
Department’s nuisance
abatement team.

Deputies under contract
with the district recently
caught two Houston
scofflaws who were illegal-
ly dumping trash in Kei-
th-Wiess Park. The men
were fined for their night-
time crime.

The new East Aldine
Landscape Services facili-
ty will have two dumpsters
for old furniture and mat-
tresses and two for yard
waste. Another dumpster
will be for disposal of old
tires, which will be recy-
cled by a separate vendor.

Cantu said use of the
center will be phased in
gradually, with East Aldi-
ne neighborhoods notified
in staggered mailings
about waste and trash
that will be recycled. Use
of the center will be limit-
ed to residents and not for
use by building contrac-
tors or commercial enter-
prises.

The Recycle Center will
be open by Appointments
only. Call 713-454-7185 for
an appointment. ID and
proof of East Aldine resi-
dency will be required.

The Recycle Center will
accept scrap metal, furni-
ture, beds, tires, yard
waste and more. The cen-
ter is located at 2789 Hop-
per Road, off Foy Lane.

—By Anne Marie Kil-
day
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