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NEWS
NOTES

Small Business
Seminar Oct. 26:
Retirement

East Aldine District hosts a
Free Seminar Luncheon Series
for Small Business owners.

Thursday, October 26 from
12pm to 1pm at the East
Aldine District Office, 2909
East Aldine Amphitheatre
Drive.

Program: Will You Be
Ready For Retirement?
Speaker Crystal Gomez.

RSVP to
LDean@AldineDistrict.org, or
512-658-4985. See more
information on Page 8.

Fall Festival: Dia
De Los Muertos
Sat. Oct. 28

East Aldine District hosts a
Fall Festival and DIA DE LOS
MUERTOS from 11am to 3pm
at the East Aldine Amphithe-
atre, Saturday October 28.

Music, Entertainment,
Food, Hay Ride, Pumpkin
Patch, Haunted House,
Costume Contest. More
information on Page 8.

SPECIAL ARTICLES ON PAGE 8:

The History of East
Aldine District and
Jed’s Hardware are
entertwined. Read
how, Page 8

The Aldine ISD Bond
Issue for $1.82 Billion
is on the November
ballot. Read detailed
information, Page 8

Upchurch Home saved from AISD

School Board votes 7-0 to Drop Eminent Domain action

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

It’s over. After months
of anxiety, worry, and a
new high blood pressure
diagnosis, Travis Up-
church, Jr. can finally re-
lax following a 7-0 vote by
the Aldine ISD school
board last Tuesday night
to stop eminent domain
proceedings against the
79-year-old.

Upchurch was relieved
following the vote telling
KPRC’s Bryce Newberry,
“I don’t know what to say,
but I'm just glad it turned
out like that.”

The Aldine ISD Board
of Trustees voted to dis-
continue negotiations to
purchase land from
Travis Upchurch at 1810
Aldine Meadows and land
owned by the Upchurch
family at 1926 Aldine
Meadows authorized by
prior resolutions dated
November 15, 2022, and
April 18, 2023.

The land had been in

UPCHURCH FAMILY MEMBERS petitioned the School Board continuously to abandon Eminent Domain and let
their father live in his house. ABOVE, son Travis Upchurch lll, daughters Tara Upchurch and Tina Robinson.

LAST TUESDAY'S ALDINE ISD SCHOOL BOARD MEETING heard many pleas from the public to let the Upchurch
family keep their property and live in the Homestead, without the Aldine ISD taking the property by Eminent
Domain for a parking lot for the new Stadium. The Board voted 7-0 to abandon efforts to acquire the properties.

Early Voting starts
Oct. 23 thru Nov. 3

Joint General &

Special Elections

HARRIS COUNTY -
Early voting for the No-
vember 7 Joint General &
Special Elections begins
Monday, October 23, and
ends Friday, November 3.
A total of 68 voting cen-
ters will be open from 7
a.m. to 7 p.m. each day,
except for Sunday, October
29, noon to 7 p.m.

“There are 14 state con-
stitutional amendments
and the Harris County
Hospital District proposi-
tion,” said Harris Coun-
ty Clerk Teneshia
Hudspeth. “Only voters
who live within the City of
Houston’s legal boundaries
are eligible to vote in the
Houston Mayoral and City

Voters within the City of Houston will be able to vote for Mayor and City
Council. ABOVE, East Aldine Executive Director Richard Cantu is running

for a seat on Houston City Council.

Council races.” For a sam-
ple ballot, see
HARRISVOTES.COM.
Enter the name, address,
or Voter Unique Identifier
(VUID) on your voter reg-

istration certificate to view
all the contests and candi-
dates. Sample ballots are
unique to an individual’s
CONTINUED. See EARLY VOTING,
Page 5

SEASON FOOTBALL WEEK 9

TRAVIS UPCHURCH, JR.
Lives in Family Homestead

EXCLUSIVE: READ AN
OP-ED OPINION PIECE
FROM THE UPCHURCH
FAMILY

on Page 4 of this issue.

the family for more than
100 years and the family
were big supporters of the
district till this occurred.

“This will allow Travis
Upchurch to retain own-
ership and landowner re-
sponsibilities for these
properties. To this end,

CONTINUED. See UPCHURCH TO
REMAIN IN HOME, Page 5

No. 1, No. 2 picks meet as Stroud faces Young:
District 14-6A race coming down to the wire

When the Texans won their
final game of the 2022 season,
many Texan fans were disap-
pointed that they had lost out on
the overall first pick of the 2023
NFL Draft. Houston fans badly
wanted the team to draft Alabama
QB Bryce Young, considered by
many draft experts as the top
quarterback in last spring’s draft.

The Texans selected Ohio
State QB C.J. Stroud with the No.
2 overall pick. | think Texans fans
are now happy with the selection.

After their first six games,
Stroud has led his team to a 3-3
record and the Texans are
serious contenders in the AFC
South race and are also in the
Wild Card hunt. Things haven't
worked out as well for Young and
the Carolina Panthers. Young
and Carolina lost their first six
games and looks like they could
very well be drafting first in 2024.

Stroud and Young meet on
Sunday in Charlotte when the
Texans visit the Panthers. This is
a very winnable game for the
Texans and if they hope to
remain in the playoff hunt, they
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By
MIKE KEENEY

can't take the Panthers lightly.
Young has done some good
things thus far, but has thrown
four interceptions in his first six
games as a pro. Stroud threw his
first interception two weeks ago in
the Texans 20-13 win over the
Saints. Ironically, Stroud’s
interception was returned to his
team when the Saints defender
fumbled and offensive lineman
Tytus Howard recoverd it.

Talk about being at the right
place at the right time!

While the Texans, who had
last week off, take on the
Panthers, the Cowboys, who also
had their bye last week, host an
improved Rams team on Sunday
at AT&T Stadium. The Cowboys

need to win this one to keep
within range of the Eagles in the
NFC East race. Philly saw its
undefeated season come to an
end two weeks ago when they
lost to the Jets.

Other interesting games on
the NFL schedule in Week 8 has
Tampa Bay visiting Buffalo on
Thursday Night Football. The
Bengals visit the 49ers, who also
saw their undefeated season
come to an end two weeks ago
when they were upset by the
Browns in Cleveland. Week 8
concludes on Monday Night

CONTINUED. SEE KEENEY'S
KORNER, PAGE 5
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descuentos!)

e Hourly Giveaways (Premios cada hora)
e Food & Drinks (Comida y Refrescos)

e Entertainment (Entretenimiento)

* Product Experts & Demos (Expertas en productos y demos por)
e Special Buys up to 50% Savings! (Ofertas hasta 50% de

e Dunk Tank & More! (Tanque de agua con participacion de los
empleados y mucho mas!)

Executive Director: Richard Cantu

713.595.1220 RCantu@AldineDistrict.org

Operations Manager: Veronica Sanches

713.595.1226 VSanches@AldineDistrict.org
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Pan Bitos

BAKERY

Leticia Lopez fills a tray of
delicious items at
Pan Riko...

Wednesday
3 Bolillos for $1)




Page 2

NORTHEAST NEWS

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2023

WIN
FREE TICKETS to

Send us a Photo of You, reading the
NORTHEAST NEWS.
(Be sure the front page shows.)
We are holding a drawing for 4 FREE TICKETS
to the TEXAS RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL

COMMUNITY

WATCH

Fatal Crash at 5100

North Freeway

Houston police are investigating a
fatal crash that occurred at 5100 North
Freeway (North Interstate Highway
45) about 4:15 a.m. Sept. 25.

The identity of the deceased male is
pending verification by the Harris
County Institute of Forensic Sciences.

HPD Vehicular Crimes Division Ser-
geant R. Dallas and Officer C. Moralez

reported:

A male driving a silver Nissan Xter-
ra northbound entered the North Free-
way near the Airline Drive ramp. The
Nissan then crossed four lanes of traf-

Motorcycle Fatality at
10,000 North Freeway

Houston police are investigating a
fatal crash at 10000 North Freeway
(North Interstate Highway 45) service
road that occurred about 8 p.m. on
Wednesday (October 18).

The identity of the deceased man, 58,
is pending verification by the Harris
County Institute of Forensic Sciences.

HPD Vehicular Crimes Division Ser-
geant M. Sudduth and Officer C. Broth-
ers reported:

The man was operating a blue Hon-
da VT1300 motorcycle northbound on
the service road near the above address

fic and struck the concrete median.
Both the driver and a second male were

ejected from the vehicle. Houston Fire
Department paramedics pronounced
one male deceased at the scene and
transported the other to Ben Taub Hos-
pital in critical condition.

At this time, it is unknown who was
driving the vehicle. The investigation

is continuing.

when he struck the divider between the
entrance ramp of the freeway and the
service road. Houston Fire Depart-
ment paramedics responded to the
scene and pronounced the man de-
ceased.

No other persons or vehicles were in-
volved in the crash.

H.U.D.
Efficiency/
One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly
and Disabled

« UTILITIES &
APPLIANCES FURNISHED
ELIGIBILITY:
* Age 62 or older
* Disabled
* Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between
TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE FOR ANY Berry Road & Aldine
WEEKEND THRU NOV. 26 Westfield
Submit this information to enter the drawing:
B Name
B Address
B City Zip
I Home Phone
B Cell Phone NORTHEAST NEWS
B  Submit by email with photo to nenewsroom@aol.com CLASSIFIED ADS

I SUBMITTED PHOTOS MAY BE PUBLISHED. ONE ENTRY PER HOUSEHOLD.
I MULTIPLE ENTRIES WILL DISQUALIFY ALL OF THEM.

\WORK FOR YOU
713-266-3444
FORM ON PAGE 6

/ﬁ

CONGRATULATIONS

To Mary Ann Rivera of
South Houston,

who won Free Tickets to
the Texas Renaissance
Festival.

You can win too. Just
send us a photo reading
this newspaper.

See information

in this issue,

and enter the Drawing.

“\

ALEBRIJE ART

Dia de los Muertos is ap-
proaching and we are prepar-
ing at ALD. A big part of Dia
de los Muertos is alebrijes,
representations of Mexican
spirit animals, typically hand-
carved and painted by arti-
sans.

In Mexican folklore, their
role was to link the spirits and
the real world and guide a per-
son through their lives. They
are spiritual guides for your
soul, reminders of your place
in the world, and society, hold-
ers of the torch. They are
meant to lead you in your path
and help you become who you
are supposed to be.

We have coloring sheets for
you to create your own Alebr-
ije to add to our
display available any time
we are open.

BILINGUAL TOTS

We'll read stories, sing
songs, and use our hands
(for fingerplays) to help tod-
dlers build their early litera-
cy skills. This program is
appropriate for children ages
18 months to 3 years
old. Monday, Oct. 23, 11 -
11:45am

Leeremos historias, can-
taremos canciones y usarem-
os nuestras manos (para
juegos con los dedos) para ayu-
dar a los nifios pequenos a de-
sarrollar sus habilidades de
alfabetizacion temprana. Este
programa es apropiado para
nifios de 25 meses a 3 anos

Bilingual Story Time/
Tiempo de cuentos Bilingue

You're invited to attend
Story Time every
Tuesday at 11 am. Story
Time is a great way for chil-
dren to build early literacy
skills with stories, rhymes
and songs. Parents are en-
couraged to participate by sit-
ting with children and singing
(and learning!)
new songs. Children of all
ages are welcome!

|Estés invitado a asistir a
tiempo de cuentos
cada martes a las 11 am.
Tiempo de cuentos es una ex-
celente manera para que los
nifios desarrollen habilidades
de alfabetizaciéon temprana
con libros, rimas y canciones.
Animamos a los padres a sent-
erse con los nifios y canten las
canciones con nosotros.jLos
nifios de todas las edades son
bienvenidos!

Apprenda Computers &
Tech

Limited space/ Espacio
limitado

Pre-registrese aqui: https:/
[forms.office.com/r/

rTQyUGd1Yy

* Important- Instructions
a r e
in Spanish language; Software
(Windows OS, Office 365, Goo-
gle) apps are all in English
language.

Nivel -1 Habilidades Esen-
ciales- Martes- 5:00 a 6:45
PM: Computer Essential
Skills (Spanish computer
class)

AIRLINE LIBRARY NEWS

-Aprendera a como obtener  Oct. 26, 5-7pm.
las habilidades esenciales sobre: Podemos ser mejor - Books
Navegacién con Windows, nave- & Reading

Tocamos temas sobre
vivencias personales con en-
foque en la familia, la salud, y
bienestar mental en base a te-
mas 6 libros previamente
acordados. Nos reunimos el ul-
timo Sabado de cada mes a las
10:30 AM. (presencial y en lin-
ea por Google Meet). Para
mas informes, dejenos su con-
tacto personal equeniando el
codigo QR abajo. jEsperamos
verlo pronto! Sabado, 28 de
octubre, 10:30am - 12.

gacion por Internet e interface,
tipos de navegadores, consejos
de seguridad, correo electrénico
e interface, y otros temas rel-
acionados a la tecnologia con
enfoque para empleos y uso per-
sonal en un nivel para pricipi-
antes

Aldine Library Fall Festival

Aldine library invites you to
take part in our indoor Fall Fes-
tival Wednesday, Oct. 25, 4pm
- 6pm. We'll have candy, com-
munity partners, activities, a
scavenger hunt, scary storytell-
ing, black light spooky room and
craft activities. We cannot wait
for this family-fun event! Don’t
forget to wear your Halloween
costumes to Trick or Treat as
well. No registration required.

Are Books Good? at the Fall
Festival

Help us decide once and for
all whether books are good. Ms.
Gage and Ms. Nicole will read
stories out loud, provide snacks,

COFFEE & CONVERSATION

Are you learning to speak
English as a second (or third
or fourth, etc.) language and
would like to practice speak-
ing English in a casual, low-
stress environment? Join us
for Coffee & Conversation
where you can have conversa-
tions with native English
speakers as we do fun activi-
ties. Saturday, Oct. 28, 2-

and YOU will vote on how good 3pm.
the stories actually are. For the
month of October, we'll be get-  ADULT VOLUNTEERS

Would you like to be a part
of making an impact on peo-
ple’s lives? Are you looking for

ting spooky with scary
stories! Wednesday, Oct. 25,
4:30 - 5:30pm during the Fall

Festival. a meaningful way to spend
your time? We are looking for
TEEN THURSDAY adult volunteers to help with

Teen Thursdays at Aldine
Branch Library are a fun, safe
environment for teens ages (12-
18) to hang out after school! Join
us as we play games, watch

tasks and programs at the li-
brary as well as volunteers
to teach English language
classes, citizenship classes, or
computer classes in person

anime, and hang and virtually. Pick up an ap-
out! Thursday, Oct. 26, 3:30 - plication at the Aldine Branch
5:30pm Library, call 832-927-5410, or

click here: https://
forms.office.com/r/qSzMS-

Apprenda Computers & Tech
Limited space/ Espacio limi-

tado piaTL.
Pre-registrese aqui: https:/
forms.office.com/r/rTQyUGd1Yy  PASSPORT SERVICES

Nivel 2- Intermedio-Jueves-
5:00 a 6:45 PM: Cloud Comput-
ing-Google workspace + Office
365 (Spanish computer class)-
Computacién en la nube- Apren-
dera sobre los servicios de Goo-
gle (Docs, Sheets, Slides,
Forms), Microsoft Office 365
(Word, Excel, PowerPoint).
Ademas, cubriremos otras apli-
caciones como: Adobe Sparks,
Canva, Box y otras apps. El en-
foque general de de las practi-
cas de computacion serdn para  days and Wednesdays 12pm -
su uso en empleos y uso person-  5pm; Tuesdays and Thursdays
al. 12pm - 7pm; Saturdays 10am

Importante: * Se determi- - 12pm and 2pm - 4pm - Ap-
nard sus habilidades y el pointments required. We also
nivel de su clase con una evalu-  have walk-in service from 2-
acion de habilidades en la  4pm on Fridays on a first come
computadora durante su primer  first served basis. Those wish-
dia de su asistencia ing to get a passport executed

* requerird una cuenta must have all necessary docu-
de google.com y outlook.com para  ments, photos, copies, and re-
acceder a las aplicaciones y pro-  quired people present with
gramas gratuitos de la internet  them to be added on the list to

Formato de la clase: Instruc-  be seen. Sign-in starts at 1pm.
ciones son en Espaiiol y las apli-

Do have plans to travel out
of the country for the holidays?
You need to get your passport
in order NOW! Current rou-
tine processing is estimated at
10 weeks and expedited pro-
cessing time is estimated at 7
weeks. You can make an ap-
pointment for passport servic-
es at Aldine Branch - https:/
www.hepl.net/services/

passport-services.
Our passport hours - Mon-

caciones (Windows, Office 365, MICHELLE PICHON
Google apps) son todas en Inglés ~ LIBRARY PROGRAM

Kid’s Crafts SPECIALIST

Let’s get creative! Join us at  HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC
5 pm every Thursday for our LIBRARY
weekly crafts at Aldine! (Don’t ~ ALDINE BRANCH LIBRARY
forget, this is a great opportuni- 11331 AIRLINE DR.
ty for kids to work on essential HOUSTON, TX 77037
life skills like sharing, reading  832-927-5410

instructions, cutting, gluing, and
working in a group.) Thursday,
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Message From the Superintendent,
October 19, 2023

Dear Aldine Community,

Hispanic Heritage Month officially ended on Sunday, October 15. I decided to send
my thoughts today since most students and staff were off last week.

When I first joined Aldine ISD in 2018, I began with a Look and Listen Tour.
Through those conversations with students, parents, community members, partners,
and staff members, as well as personal observations, there was a need to embrace
cultural diversity and identity, increase professional development and the pipeline to
leadership positions, and take a deep dive into not only improving the academic op-
portunities for Hispanic students but all students — all means all in Aldine.

Serving Aldine ISD has also broadened my understanding of Hispanic culture. In
this issue, you will learn how Board Trustee Connie Esparza taught me about el Mes
de la herencia hispana (Hispanic Heritage Month). That conversation in 2018 sparked
the idea to develop a Hispanic Heritage Month program for staff at our leadership
buildings, including books and a lunch and learn virtual session.

Since joining Aldine ISD, we have expanded and provided new choices and oppor-
tunities. And we will continue to do so for our students. These are exciting times for
Aldine, and I look forward to the future that lies ahead and all the possibilities.

I encourage you to read all that we have achieved over these years! And we are not
done. In this issue, you will also find hyperlinks to stories of a few of our Hispanic
school leaders, information about Bond 2023, and bond projects in Props A, B, and C,
and voting resources. You’ll also read about our students’ achievements, about one of
our campuses that earned national recognition, and much more.

With Aldine Pride!

Dr. LaTonya M. GoffneySuperintendent of SchoolsAldine ISD

Aldine ISD Trustee Rose Avalos
Elected to State Association Board

Aldine ISD Trustee
Rose Avalos has been elect-
ed to a one-year term on
the Texas Association of
School Boards (TASB)
Board of Directors, repre-
senting TASB Region 4,
Position A. The election
was held during the Asso-
ciation’s 2023 Delegate
Assembly on Sept. 30 in
Dallas.

Avalos is the assistant
secretary of the Aldine ISD
Board of Trustees, where
she has served since 2006.

She holds a Bachelor of
Arts and a Master of Edu-
cation from Sam Houston
State University. Avalos
began her educational ca-
reer in 1972 as a teacher
in Aldine ISD and re-
mained with the district

for 33 years. During her
tenure, she also served as
a counselor, program di-
rector, assistant principal,
and principal at Escamilla
Intermediate School. In
1994, she returned to her
alma mater and served as
MacArthur Senior High’s
principal for 11 years be-
fore retiring in 2005. She
was named the district’s
Principal of the Year in

2002 and 2003.

Avalos currently serves
as an educational consult-
ant for the Region 4 Edu-
cation Service Center. She
also is a member of the
National Association of
Latino Elected and Ap-
pointed Officials, Mexican
American School Boards
Association, and Texas Re-
tired Teachers Association.

About TASB

TASB is a nonprofit as-
sociation established in
1949 to serve local Texas
school boards. School
board members are the
largest group of publicly
elected officials in the
state. The districts they
represent serve more than
5.4 million public school
students.

Red Ribbon Week Encourages
Students to Be Drug-Free

Red Ribbon Week is the
nation’s oldest and largest
drug prevention program.
It reaches millions of
Americans each year from
October 23 to October 31 in
thousands of schools, com-
munities, and drug abuse
prevention organizations.
The Red Ribbon Anti-Drug
Campaign is a communi-
ty’s response to tragedy to
honor Special Agent KiKi
Camarena’s memory and
show dedication to avoid-
ing drug abuse. View the
School Board of Broward
County Red Ribbon Week
Resolution to learn more.

Join this year’s activi-
ties by participating in Al-
dine ISD’s Red Ribbon
Week activities from Octo-
ber 23 through October 27.

Schools across the dis-
trict will celebrate Red
Ribbon Week. However,
each school might have

various additional ways to
celebrate the weeklong
event, such as posters,
wristbands, and other
awareness materials that
schools can use to engage
students and families in
tobacco and vaping preven-
tion.

Students can partici-
pate in Spirit Week, social
media challenges, and oth-
er school-based activities
during the weeklong cele-
bration to show their com-
mitment to tobacco and
drug-free living.

We will celebrate each
day during the week of Oc-
tober 23 with daily themes.

Red Ribbon Week Activ-
ities

Monday, October 23

Give Drugs the Red
Light!Wear Red

Tuesday, October 24

Be a Hero. Don’t do
Drugs.Wear Superhero

Shirt
Wednesday, October 25
Success and Drugs do
not Match!Wear Non-
Matching Attire
Thursday, October 26
Give Drugs the
Boot!Wear Boots
Friday, October 27
Team up Against Drug-
sWear a Team Shirt
Social Media Challenge
The district challenges
every campus to post im-
ages on social media each
day of the planned activi-
ties during Red Ribbon
Week. Use #RedRibbon-
Week (#SemanaDeLaCin-
taRoja) and #MyAldine
(#MiAldine in Spanish)
Red Ribbon Week, the
country’s largest drug pre-
vention awareness cam-
paign was created in 1985
and is now famous for the
thousands who wear red
ribbons to raise awareness.

Aldine ISD’s College Board
National students recognized at
Oct. Board meeting

During the Oct. 17 Board
meeting, a number of Aldine ISD
high school students who have
qualified for the College Board
National Recognition Program
were recognized by Chief Aca-
demic Officer Dr. Faviola Cantu.

To qualify for the program,
students must meet the following
eligibility requirements:

Must have a 3.5 GPA or high-
er at the time they apply. Weight-
ed and unweighted GPAs are
considered.

Must have a permanent ad-
dress in the United States, a U.S.
territory or U.S. military base, or
attend a DoDEA school. U.S. cit-
izenship is not required.

Must identify as Black, Afri-
can American, Latino, Hispanic,
Indigenous, Native, or attend
high school in a rural area or
small town.

Must have taken the PSAT 10
in spring 2022 or the PAST/NM-
SQT in fall of 2022 or at least two
distinct AP Exams in the eighth,
ninth or tenth grade.

High-achieving student are
eligible to apply for recognition
in four programs the spring se-
mester of their 10th or 11th grade
year. The four programs are:

National African American
Recognition Program (NAARA)

National Hispanic Recogni-
tion Program (NHRA)

National Indigenous Recogni-
tion Program (NIRA)

National Rural/Small Town
Recognition Program (NRSRP)

Avalos P-Tech High School
students who were recognized
were: Jared Bautista (NHRA),
Aaron Cebero (NHRA), Miguel
Cuevas (NHRA), Miriam Herrera
(NHRA), Christopher Ledezma
(NHRA), Edgar Mendoza
(NHRA), Sandy Ortiz (NHRA),
Sandy Ortiz (NHRA), Sebastian
Rodriguez (NHRA), Amy Vallejo
(NHRA), and Elaine Villeda
(NHRA). Blanson CTE High
School students who were recog-
nized were: Virginia Anyanwu
(NAARA), Emanuel Avellaneda
(NHRA), Corey Clark (NAARA),
Oziel Contrereas (NHRA), Kevin
Diaz (NHRA), Sydney Hartfield
(NAARA), Yahaira Hernandez
(NHRA), Cristina Juarez
(NHRA), Yael Luna (NHRA),
Denice Rangel (NHRA), Armani
Vazquez (NHRA), Yahaira Yanes
(NHRA) and Rosalinda Zigrida-
Stewart (NHRA). Carver High
School students who were recog-
nized were: Diane Chagoya
(NHRA), Alyssa Doresey
(NAARA), Carlos Forero
(NHRA), Diana Herrera (NHRA),
Alexsandra Martinez (NHRA),
Tionna Shine (NHRA) and Tati-
ana Smith (NHRA). Davis High
School students who were recog-
nized were: Lorin Stewart

(NAARA), Luniqua Louis
(NAARA), Yoisel Rodriguez
(NHRA) and Adrian Cortez
(NAARA and NHRA). MacArthur
High School students who were
recognized were: Marlene Ber-
mudez (NHRA), Noe Carrillo

(NHRA), Khalil Chambers
(NAARA), Micheal Guevara
(NHRA), Lisa Hernandez
(NHRA), Lupita Hernandez
(NHRA), Jahasiel Ibarra
(NHRA), Vanessa Macias
(NHRA), Aritzi Martinez
(NHRA), Shoniya Murphy

(NAARA), Josue Rebolloso (
NHRA), Josue Quezada (NHRA)
and Rafael Vasquez (NHRA). Vic-
tory Early College High School
students who were recognized
were: Karolynn Figueroa
(NHRA) and Lucia Tamez
(NHRA).

Dr. Cantu also announced
that Blanson CTE High School
was named to the AP School Hon-
or Roll. The AP School Honor Roll
recognizes schools whose AP pro-
grams are delivering results for
students while broadening ac-
cess. Schools earn this recogni-
tion based on a commitment to
increasing college-going culture,
providing opportunities for stu-
dents to earn college credit and
maximizing college readiness.
Blanson CTE High School was
won the AP Access Award, which
recognizes schools that provide
all students with the chance to
participate in AP, including stu-
dents of underrepresented popu-
lations.

FACE Recognizes Partners

Georgina Foroi, Executive of
FACE (Family and Community
Engagement) recognized two
community partners and one of
her team members during the
Oct. 17 Board meeting. Foroi rec-
ognized HOPE Worldwide for
their partnership with Caraway
Elementary School. Representing
HOPE Worldwide were Jill Char-
ney and Sarah Prather. Volun-
teers in the organization work to
help build resilience in children
through arts and sports. The pro-
gram began in Houston in 2018
in response to Hurricane Harvey
as volunteers worked with chil-
dren who experienced devastat-
ing flooding. The program has
transitioned away from natural
disasters, focusing more on stu-
dent’s general life stressors that
can impact lifelong health and
behavioral issues.

Foroi also recognized the
Houston Food Bank, which was
represented by Kiana Anderson,
Senior Manager of School Part-
nerships. The Houston Food
Bank has been instrumental in
supporting Aldine families and
communities with a variety of

programs to meet the needs of
feed insecurity. This year, the
Houston Food Bank has provid-
ed support to hundreds of fami-
lies in Aldine ISD.

Foroi also recognized FACE
Family and Community Special-
ist Ivan Tamayo for the work he
has done with FACE’s Family
and Community University.
Tamayo’s work with the program
was recently highlighted at the
Mayor’s Adult Literacy Break-
fast. This year, the university has
already enrolled 637 parents in
just one month, which is 78% of
last year’s enrollment.

HR Names Employee of the
Quarter

Dr. Robin Williams, Executive
Director of Performance Manage-
ment and Development, named
Kathy Wells as the Human Re-
sources Department’s Employee
of the Quarter.

Staff Assignments Announced

During the Oct. 17 Board
meeting, Aldine ISD Superinten-
dent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney an-
nounced two staff assignments.

Dr. Lindsey Wise was named
Assistant Superintendent of
Teaching and Learning after
serving as Director of Learning
Recovery, Tutoring and Student
Initiatives.

Silvia Scheirman was named
Director of the Office of Transfor-
mation after serving as Opportu-
nity Culture Coordinator.

Trustees Approve Action
Items

During the Oct. 17 Board
meeting, Aldine ISD Trustees ap-
proved the following action items:

Approved a Memorandum of
Understanding between Sam
Houston State University and Al-
dine ISD regarding Advanced
Certification Programs to sup-
port counselor educator growth
and development.

Approved a Memorandum of
Understanding between Cham-
berlain University Master of Sci-
ence Nursing Program and
Aldine ISD for nurses to receive
their Clinical Placement and
Practicum Experience for one
year.

Approved single contract and
purchases of more than $100,000
and greater.

Prior to the start of the Oct.
17 Board meeting, the Mac-
Arthur JROTC Color Guard pre-
sented the colors and students
from Odom Elementary School
led the audience in the Pledge of
Allegiance and Pledge to the Tex-
as Flag. The November Board
meeting will be held on Tuesday,
Nov. 14. It will be held in the
Board Room of the Donaldson Ad-
ministration Building and will
begin at 7 p.m

Guizar Named National Merit
Scholarship Commended Student

Blanson CTE High
School Principal Ben Ibar-
ra announced that Nahum
Guizar has been named a
Commended Student in
the 2024 National Merit
Scholarship Program. The
principal has presented a
letter of commendation
from the school and Na-
tional Merit Scholarship
Corporation, which con-
ducts the program, to this
scholastically talented se-
nior.

Nahum would like to at-
tend Texas A&M Univer-
sity to pursue a degree in
electrical engineering.

About 34,000 Com-
mended Students nation-
wide are being recognized
for their exceptional aca-
demic promise. Although
they will not continue in
the 2024 National Merit
Scholarship awards com-
petition, Commended Stu-
dents placed among the
top 50,000 scorers of more
than 1.5 million students
who entered the 2023 com-
petition by taking the 2021
Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualify-
ing Test.

“Those being named
Commended Students
have demonstrated out-
standing potential for aca-
demic success,” said a

spokesperson for NMSC.
“These students represent
a valuable natural re-
source; recognizing their
accomplishments and their
schools’ critical role in
their academic develop-
ment is vital to advancing
educational excellence in
our nation. We hope this
recognition will broaden
their educational opportu-
nities and encourage them
as they continue pursuing
academic success.”

The National Merit®
Scholarship Program is an

academic competition for
recognition and scholar-
ships that began in 1955.
High school students enter
the National Merit Pro-
gram by taking the Prelim-
inary SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying
Test (PSAT/NMSQT®)-a
test that serves as an ini-
tial screen of approximate-
ly 1.5 million entrants
each year—and by meeting
published program entry/
participation require-
ments.



Page 4

NORTHEAST NEWS

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2023

* OPINION PAGE %

OPINION

By Travis Upchurch Il

A Message to the
Aldine ISD

community

My family and I want to personally thank the
community members who rallied around my
father in his time of need. In particular, Viola
Garecia, Jill Metcalfe, Araceli Ramos, Todd
Edmonds and Carlos Silva. Without the strong
support of these individuals we could not have
overturned the board’s decision to take my
father’s home. Viola was the only board member
to acknowledge that my family’s pleas were being
heard.

Looking back on how this all started, when my
father received his first notice about the eminent
domain process, we discovered a few things that
alarmed us. First off, the school board was
informed from AISD staff assigned to this case
that no one lived at my father’s address. They
didn’t bother to leave a note, contact the family,
go by the residence and notice dogs in the yard or
simply look at the tax records to see that his
house is homesteaded. The board was told it was
vacant. Who presented such terrible, bad infor-
mation to them? All this undue stress over an
administrative oversight. We sure hope these
same staff members aren’t in charge of the bond
that voters are being asked to shell out $1.8
billion dollars for this week. If so, what other
bad/misleading information are they presenting
to the board that voted to put this on the ballot?

After pleading with the board for four months
the decision was reversed last week at the Octo-
ber board meeting, suspiciously right before
school board and bond voting begins. What
perfect timing to reverse an egregious decision
and to come out looking like heroes. Once my
family and I had the chance to speak with school
staff we discovered that the district did not want
it for parking at all. The stated reason was for my
dad’s safety and that they had no plans for it as of
yet. This is not how eminent domain works. One
board member stated after being asked their
stance on eminent domain during the Community
Forum on 10/14/2023, “The public needs to
educate themselves”, but now it’s clear that
Aldine ISD is indeed the one who needs the
education.

This has been a harsh, teachable moment for
my family and the community. I would also like to
thank the Aldine ISD staff who throughout this
ordeal have been as helpful as they have been
allowed to be. The professionalism of the staff at
Aldine, despite the consequences of leadership’s
decisions, was admirable. I hope that new leader-
ship can get elected soon for the sake of the staff
of AISD and community members it serves. This
negative attention on the district and turmoil to
my family was easily avoidable. I hope the candi-
dates on the ballot who decided to help my family
(who, mind you, were in an impossible situation)
have proven what they can do for the Aldine
community. To our family, it’s clear that
the Aldine community is in desperate need for
new board members who will insert integrity,
thoroughness and some humility into their
positions as trustees.

My family will always be grateful to the Aldine
community who stood with us and we hope this
never happens in Aldine again. Thank you

Travis Justin Upchurch

EDITOR’S NOTE: Opinions expressed here are not necessarily
that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR OPINION is welcome.
Send a letter for possible publication to Grafikpress
Newspapers, 5906 Star Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to about 200.
Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

MOST POPULAR
HALLOWEEN
CANDIES

. Reese’s
Peanut Butter _
Cups
3. M&Ms
4. Snickers
» 5, Starburst %
6. Candy Corn
7. Hot Tamales
8. Tootsie Pops
9. Sour Patch Kids
~» 10. Hershey Bar i3
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World rights reserved.

Source:
CandyStore.com
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

Early Voting Now Underway

Early voting is now un-
derway for the Nov. 7 gen-
eral election. Voters will
decide the fate of 14 pro-
posed amendments, includ-
ing measures to provide
property tax relief and raise
the homestead exemption to
$100,000.

A nonpartisan explana-
tion of what each proposi-
tion entails has been
produced by the Texas Leg-
islative Council and can be
found at this link: https:/
tinyurl.com/5n946d32.

There are also bond elec-
tions for school districts
across the state, as well as
municipal and school board
elections, depending on
where you live. Contact
your county’s election ad-
ministrator or check the
county’s website to see what
local elections are being
held.

HOUSE UNVEILS LIMITED
SCHOOL CHOICE PLAN

The Republican chair of
the Texas House public ed-
ucation committee has filed
a bill that increases educa-
tion funding with one-time
bonuses for school employ-
ees as well as education sav-
ings accounts on a limited
basis, The Dallas Morning
News reported.

The Senate has already
passed a voucher plan in
this third session but the
House has balked, with op-
position coming from rural
Republicans and most Dem-
ocrats. State Rep. Brad
Buckley, R-Salado, has said
he would not call for a com-
mittee meeting unless Gov.
Greg Abbott includes teach-
er pay raises and school fi-
nancing as agenda items for
this session. Abbott has
maintained he wouldn’t do
so until the Legislature
passed a voucher plan, or
what he terms school
choice.

“We continue to have
productive conversations
with House members,” Ab-
bott spokesman Andrew
Mabhaleris told The News.
“The governor looks forward
to reaching an agreement
on school choice, at which
point he will gladly expand
the call.”

Meanwhile, House Dem-
ocrats last week released
their own plan to revamp
school funding, which would
provide a $15,000 bonus for
Texas school employees, ad-
mittedly a long shot.

“We have this bill today
because it is the opposite of

a voucher scam,” said Rep.
Gene Wu, D-Houston. “We
need the money that’s in
this bill because that is the
future of Texas.”

The bill would also in-
crease per-student school
funding by almost $2,800.
The likelihood of passage is
slim in the GOP-dominated
House.

VACCINE MANDATE BAN
PASSES SENATE

A ban on COVID-19 vac-
cine mandates for employ-
ees of private businesses in
Texas passed the Texas
Senate Friday. The ban in-
cludes doctors’ offices and
other health facilities,
though those facilities could
still require unvaccinated
employees to wear face
masks.

The bill passed 19-12
along party lines, according
to the Texas Standard. Sup-
porters said the bill allows
individuals to make their
own health care decisions
without jeopardizing their
jobs.

“No one should be forced
to make that awful decision
between making a living for
their family and their
health or individual vaccine
preference,” sponsor Sen.
Mayes Middleton, R-
Galveston, told senators
during a hearing.

A state law banning gov-
ernmental entities from re-
quiring the COVID-19
vaccine passed during the
regular session and went
into effect last month.

WELL PLUGGING PROGRAM
RECEIVES NATIONAL
RECOGNITION

After completing a com-
plex project to remove sur-
face casings on four wells
plugged in the Neches Riv-
er for more than four de-
cades, the Texas Railroad
Commission’s well plugging
program received accolades
from the Interstate Oil and
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Gas Compact Commission.

The casings had posed
risks to boaters as the riv-
er’s depth decreased due to
recent droughts.

“The commission has
been nationally recognized
for our well plugging pro-
gram and this award is yet
another example of the rep-
utation we have gained in
our commitment to protect-
ing Texans and the environ-
ment,” said Wei Wang,
executive director.

The RRC has received
more than $300 million
from the federal govern-
ment to plug, remediate and
reclaim orphaned wells
across the state. The mon-
ey came from the Infra-
structure Investment and
Jobs Act, passed by Con-
gress during the first year
of the Biden administra-
tion.

SUMMER HEAT WAVE
SLOWS STATE ECONOMY

Besides making outdoor
living and work miserable,
last summer’s record heat
wave possibly cost the
state’s economy $24 billion,
according to economists
with the Federal Reserve
Bank of Dallas. Their anal-
ysis found extreme heat re-
duced the state’s gross
domestic product by 1 per-
centage point, the Texas
Tribune reported.

Extreme heat reduces
agricultural production,
slows down construction
projects, and keeps people
from going out to shop or
dine, the analysis indicated.
The sectors most affected by
extreme heat were leisure,
hospitality, and retail.

“The economy will need
to adapt,” Anil Kumar, an
economic policy advisor and
senior economist at the Dal-
las Fed and one of the au-
thors of the analysis, told
the Tribune. “Communities
may adapt by adopting
more technology to be more
sustainable and other ways
to mitigate the effects of
heat waves.”

The heat wave was also
life-threatening. At least 97
Texans died from heat-re-
lated illness, according to
the Texas Department of
State Health Services.

TEXAS NAMED ‘CUSSING
CAPITAL’ OF THE COUNTRY

An online search of Red-
dit posts conducted by
BonusFinder.com indicates
Texans topped all states in
using profanity in posts, av-
eraging 6.9 curse words per
post, the Austin American-
Statesman reported. That
amount narrowly beat out
Ohio and Florida. Some-
what surprisingly, New
Yorkers didn’t even make
the top 10 in this potty-
mouth ranking.

In the 691 posts reviewed
for Texas, there were 4,743
curse words, according to
the survey.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas during
a 30-year span, including in
Longview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and
Cedar Park. Email:
gborders@texaspress.com.
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THE

POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

Our Deuvices

My sister sends a text,
telling me she is making
lasagna, and asks if I will
bring a cake.

“Sounds great!” I readi-
ly agree. “When?”

There is no response.

I know we are celebrat-
ing my mother’s birthday
early, but I have no idea
when, so I don’t know when
this cake will be needed. I
could call my sister, but
that sounds difficult. Will
she be busy? She is a teach-
er, and she is busy a lot.
She gets up early and
seems to be in constant
motion from the time she
gets off work until she goes
to bed. Since I'm not sure
when that is (and I’'m hop-
ing it’s early), I end up not
calling. Instead, I wait to
hear when my cake will be
needed.

It seems like a silly way
to live. But here we are.

I know young people
hate to call. They text and
instantly respond, and that
seems to work well. When
older people text, they tend
to forget to check their
messages, and balls get
dropped. I'm guessing I'm
not alone in this.

I like email. I am at my
computer all day, and
when I see I have an email,
I am on it like a seagull on
a leftover dinner roll. I
have an immediate distrac-
tion from trying to find a
more interesting word than
“follow.” (“Abide” is more
interesting, but does it
work?) When I see that lit-
tle notification, I am like
Pavlov’s dog. Pounce!

Recently, I installed a
program that sends all my
text messages to my com-
puter. Now, I rarely miss a
text, but I suspect I bug the
heck out of whoever wrote
to me.

They send a five-word
text with no punctuation
(obviously), and I reply
from my keyboard, all 10
fingers flying, with punctu-
ation and paragraph re-
turns and asides and
possibly a few parentheti-
cal comments for good mea-
sure. I have no idea how
long it takes to read this on
their device. This is proba-
bly why I still don’t know
when to bring the cake.

It is a cliché to complain
about how much we use our
devices, and yet, here I go.
I will often call someone on
my daily walk. Perhaps we
haven’t chatted in a while.
Perhaps I am a little tired,
and talking will make the
walk go faster. I always
enjoy the chat, and I am
always amazed at how fast
the time goes by. Only lat-
er do I wonder what I
missed while I was talking.

When my phone stays in
my bag, I am free to chat
with the dogs and notice
the flowers and smell the
autumn air. My thoughts
on my walks fly more free-
ly than they do when I am
indoors. They have more
space. My best ideas bub-
ble up on my walks. And all
of that is missed when I am
attached to my phone.

Iwould never want to go
back to the time when long-
distance calls cost money
and letters were sent in the
mail. You could argue it
was romantic, and these
obstacles to communica-
tion made us treasure com-
munication more—and
that might be true.

But sending an email to
someone and knowing they
will read it that day is a
wonderful thing. Being
able to chat with my mom
and dad wherever I am in
the world is a gift I do not
take for granted.

Still, it’s nothing like
talking to someone face-to-
face, and it never will be.
It will never be as good as
seeing my mom in person—
preferably over cake.

Till next time.

Carrie
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SEASON FOOTBALL WEEK 9

No. 1, No. 2 picks meet as Stroud faces Young:
District 14-6A race coming down to the wire

Football with the Raiders visiting
the red hot Detroit Lions.

In college action, No. 6-ranked
Oklahoma plays at Kansas in
what could be a tough environ-
ment for Brent Venable’s team.
No. 9-ranked Oregon visits No.
14-ranked Utah in a key Pac 12
game while No. 1-ranked Georgia
takes on arch-rival Florida in
Jacksonville in what is dubbed as
the world’s Largest Cocktail
Party.

The District 14-6A season is
winding down and a host of
teams are battling for the four
playoff berths. Westfield leads the
league, with Nimitz, Dekaney and
Spring are jockeying for the
remaining three seeds. Nimitz
and Spring meet on Friday night
at George Stadium in an
important game for both teams.
Other games on tap this weekend
have MacArthur visiting Dekaney
on Thursday night, while
Eisenhower will take on Aldine,
also on Thursday night. Davis will
take on Westfield on Friday night.

Before we take a look at this
week’s schedule, let’s review last
week’s record. A 10-2 week
(finally!) brought the season
record to 44-30 (59%). Now, onto
this week's games.

HIGH SCHOOL

Eisenhower vs. Aldine: Odell
James' Eagles take on Cirilo
Ojeda’s Mustangs on Thursday
night at George Stadium. Two
weeks ago, the Eagles fell to
Westfield, while the Mustangs
lost to Dekaney. The Eagles will
look to QB Jared Guter (559
yards, 3 TDs) to make plays to
wideout Ulysses Thibodeaux (15
receptions, 193yards), while the
Mustangs will rely on running
back Rory Hernandez (210 yards,
4 TDs). My pick, Eisenhower 31,
Aldine 18

MacArthur at Dekaney:
Wayne Crawford’s Mustangs take
on Dekaney on Thursday night at
Planet Ford Stadium in Spring
ISD. Two weeks ago, the
Generals lost to Spring, while
Dekaney defeated Aldine. The
MacArthur defense will try and
slow down Dekaney running back
Dylan Jones (823 yards, 11 TDs),
QB Quinten Foster (852 yards, 9
TDs) and wide receiver David
Edmondson (14 receptions, 171
yards.) The Generals will count

wO

S
A

By
MIKE KEENEY

on QB Derrick McNeil (81 yards,
1 TD) to make plays downfield.
My pick, Dekaney 26, MacArthur
18

Davis at Westfield: Kelvin's
Chatman’s Falcons take on
Westfield on Friday night at
Planet Ford Stadium in Spring
ISD. Two weeks ago, Davis fell to
Nimitz, 42-28, while Westfield
defeated Eisenhower. The
Falcons will ook to QB Kamryn
Jackson (1,303 passing yard, 13
TDs/218 rushing yards), wide
receiver J'Marcus Hopes (32
receptions, 529yards) and
Treveon Bossier (14 receptions,
203 yards) to make plays
downfield, while Westfield will be
led by running back Taji Atkins
(479 yards). My pick, Westfield
33, Davis 21

Nimitz vs. Spring: Cornelius
Harmon’s Cougars face off
against Spring in a key game for
both teams on Friday night at
George Stadium. This should be
a high-scoring affair. The
Cougars are led by QB Albert
Brown (1,355 yards, 13 TDs),
running back Brashard Miles (334
yards) and wide receivers
Malachi Augustus (29 receptions,
521 yards), and Kaden Phillips
(16 receptions, 229 yards).
Spring is led by quarterback
Ahran Ogbar (347 passing yards,
3 TDs/651 rushing yards), and
running back Delonte Henderson
(571 yards). My pick, Nimitz 34,
Spring 31

NCAA

Oklahoma at Kansas: The
Sooners need to be wary of this
game. They should enter with a
7-0 record (they played Central
Florida last week) and in first
place in the Big 12. Kansas is a
dangerous team that can put
points on the board and you can
bet KU head coach Lance Leipold
will have his Jayhawks fired up
for this one. This could turn into

another Big 12 shootout as the
Sooners have a potent offense
led by QB Dillon Gabriel (1,878
yards, 16 TDs), running back
Tawe Walker (239 yards, 4 TDs)
and wide receiver Jalil Farouq (20
receptions, 415 yards, 2 TDs).
The OU offense will be without its
top wide receiver who suffered a
season-ending injury two weeks
ago. The Jayhawks have also
been hit hard by the injury bug,
most notably to dual-threat QB
Jalen Daniels (705 passing yards,
5 TDs/74 rushing yards in three
games). His backup, Jason Bean
(913 yards, 9 TDS) has
experience and the Jayhawks
also have a strong running back
in Devin Neal (659 yards, 6 TDs).
Look for plenty of points in this
one, but the OU defense will
make a play or two down the
stretch to keep the Sooners
unbeaten. My pick, Oklahoma 34,
Kansas 31

Oregon at Utah: Another
tough road test for the No. 9-
ranked Oregon Ducks as they
take on a defensive-minded Utah
team on Saturday. Two weeks
ago, Oregon lost a tough, 36-33
decision at Washington. This
week, they face a Utah defense
that allows just 9 points per
game. Oregon has an explosive
offense led by QB Bo Nix (1,796
yards, 17 TDs), running backs
Bucky Irving (520 yards, 5 TDs)
and Jordan James (360 yards, 8
TDs) and big-play wide receiver
Troy Franklin (40 receptions, 689
yards, 8 TDs). Utah is hoping to
have Cameron Rising (3,034
passing yards, 26 TDs/333
rushing yards, 1 TD in 2022) who
has missed most of the season
recovering from a torn ACL he
suffered in the Rose Bowl in
January. If Rising is back, he
could be a difference maker in
this game, but that's a big “if.”
The Utes will try to control the
clock with the running game led
by Ja'Quinden Jackson (333

yards, 1 TD). Oregon will provide
a real test to the Utah defense.
Look for the Oregon offense to
roll in Utah on Saturday. My pick,
Oregon 31, Utah 18

Georgia vs. Florida: These
two long-time rivals meet once
again at a neutral site in
Jacksonville in an SEC East
battle. The No. 1-ranked Bulldogs
will be without their best offensive
player for the rest of the regular
season as tight end Brock
Bowers (41 receptions, 566
yards, 4 TDs) sustained an ankle
injury two weeks ago against
Vanderbilt that required surgery.
Bowers should return for the
College Football Playoffs (CFP)
should the Dogs advance to it.
With Bowers out, sophomore QB
Carson Beck (2,147 yards, 12
TDs) will have to rely on his
running game led by Daijun
Edwards (460 yards, 6 TDs) and
wide receiver Marcus Rosemy-
Jacksaint (18 receptions, 333
yards, 2 TDs) will need to step up
his game. The Gators have been
up and down this year, but they
will be up for this one. If they
hope to pull off the upset, QB
Graham Mertz (1,872 yards, 12
TDs) will need to play his best
game of the season. He will need
help from running back Montrell
Johnson Jr. (438 yards, 4 TDs)
and Ricky Pearsall (43 recep-
tions, 624 yards, 3 TDs). Look for
the Georgia defense to step up
and be the difference maker in
this one. My pick, Georgia 30,
Florida 16

NFL

Tampa Bay at Buffalo: Week
8 of the NFL season kicks off with
Thursday Night Football with the
Bucs visiting the Bills. Two weeks
ago, TB lost at home to Detroit,
while Buffalo rallied for a win over
the Giants. The Bucs have been
one of the surprise teams this
year and are squarely in the hunt
in the NFC South. QB Baker
Mayfield (1,088 yards, 7 TDs) has
been steady and he has two
quality targets to throw to in wide
receivers Mike Evans (24
receptions, 386 yards, 3 TDs) and
Chris Godwin (27 receptions, 332
yards). The Bills will go as far as
QB Josh Allen (1,576 yards, 13
TDs/131 rushing yards, 3 TDs)
and wide receiver Stefon Diggs
(49 receptions, 620 yards, 5 TDs)
take them. The Buffalo defense
has been playing well thus far
and look for them to force a
turnover or two as they get the
win on Thursday night. My pick,
Buffalo 24, Tampa Bay 20

Houston at Carolina: C.J.
Stroud (1,660 yards, 9 TDs) and
Bryce Young (967 yards, 6 TDs/4
interceptions) meet for the first
time as the No. 2 overall pick
(Stroud) and the No. 1 overall
pick (Young) faceoff in Charlotte
on Sunday. Stroud has been
more consistent than Young has
thus far in their young careers.
Stroud is a big reason the Texans
are 3-3 and in second place in the
AFC South. Houston had a week
off to prepare for this game and
heal up. They should have a
number of players back who
missed the early portion of the
season with injuries. Stroud has
done a good job of spreading the
ball around, especially to his top
two targets, Nico Collins (29
receptions, 547 yards, 3 TDs) and
Tank Dell (19 receptions, 324
yards, 2 TDs). DeMeco Ryan’s
defense has been a pleasant
surprise and was a big reason
why Houston upset New Orleans
20-13 two weeks ago. Young and
the Panthers have had a rough
start, losing their first six games.
Wide receiver Adam Thielen (49
receptions, 509 yards, 4 TDs) has
become Young’s go-to guy, so
look for the Texans secondary to
try and take him out of the game.
Houston is young and can'’t afford
to take the Panthers for granted.
If they hope to remain in the AFC
South and Wild Card race, they
must win games like this one. My
pick, Houston 26, Carolina 20

Los Angeles Rams at
Dallas: The Cowboys come off
their bye week and host a much-
improved Rams team on Sunday
at AT&T Stadium. Two weeks
ago, Dallas picked up a big road
win with a 20-17 win over the
Chargers on Monday Night
Football. That was a big win
considering the week before the
Pokes were embarrassed on
Sunday Night Football by the
49ers. The win over the
Chargers, coupled with the
Eagles loss to the Jets, left the
Cowboys just one game behind
Philly in the NFC East race. Dak
Prescott (1,333 yards, 6 TDs) had
a solid game in the win over the
Chargers (227 passing yards, 1
passing TD, 1 rushing TD). If he
will take what the defense gives
him and not force things, the
Dallas offense will be better off.
The Cowboys need to get running
back Tony Pollard (370 yards, 2
TDs) going. It appears wide
receiver CeeDee Lamb (34
receptions, 475 yards, 1 TD) is
poised for another big year. The
Dallas defense will have its hands

full with QB Matthew Stafford
(1,677 yards, 6 TDs), running
back Kryen Williams (456 yards,
6 TDs) and wide receivers Puka
Nacua (50 receptions, 598 yards,
2 TDs) and Cooper Kupp (15
receptions, 266 yards, 1 TD in 2
games). Look for the Dallas
defense to get after Stafford and
be the difference maker in this
one. My pick, Dallas 26, Los
Angeles Rams 18

Cincinnati at San Francisco:
This should be an interesting
game as the red hot Bengals
(winners of three of their last four
games) visit the 49ers. Two
weeks ago, Joe Burrow (1,240
yards, 7 TDs) led Cinci to a home
win over Seattle, while the 49ers
lost at Cleveland. Burrow appears
fully healed from a calf injury that
slowed the start of his season. He
and wide receivers Ja'Marr
Chase (50 receptions, 556 yards,
3 TDs) and Tyler Boyd (30
receptions, 204 yards, 1 TD) by a
good SF defense. The 49er
offense led by QB Brock Purdy
(1,396 yards, 10 TDS), running
back Christian McCaffrey (553
rushing yards/23 receptions, 177
yards, 10 total TDs) and wide
receiver Brandon Aiyuk (25
receptions, 454 yards, 2 TDs)
should be able to make plays
against a so-so Bengal defense.
Look for Purdy to have a big day
as the 49ers get the win at home.
My pick, San Francisco 30,
Cincinnati 26

Las Vegas at Detroit: Week 8
concludes on Monday Night
Football with the Raiders visiting
the Lions. Detroit is playing as
well as any team in the NFL and
are serious Super Bowl
contenders led by QB Jared Goff
(1,618 yards, 11 TDs), wide
receiver Amon-Ra St. Brown (35
receptions, 455 yards, 3 TDs) and
rookie tight end Sam LaPorta (19
receptions, 341 yards, 3 TDs).
The Lions might be without
leading rusher David Montgomery
(385 yards, 6 TDs) who suffered
a rib injury two weeks ago in their
win over Tampa Bay. The
Raiders should be 4-3 when they
visit the Motor City behind QB
Jimmy Garoppolo (1,079 yards, 7
TDS), running back Josh Jacobs
(312 yards, 2 TDs) and wide
receiver Davante Adams (39
receptions, 471 yards, 3 TDs).
Ford Field will be rocking as the
Lions get some prime time love.
Look for a big win on Monday
night for the Lions. My pick,
Detroit 31, Las Vegas 17

Upchurch to remain in
Homestead,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

this matter is concluded,
and all negotiations have
ceased,” read a statement
by the district following
the vote.

His son Travis was
skeptical at first.

“This is all new ground
for us and the district,” he
said. “We don’t want just
a verbal agreement.”

Two days later, Up-
church received a letter
from Annette Ramirez,
assistant general counsel
for the district, confirming
the offers to purchase the
land and all negotiations
by the district had official-
ly ceased. Copies were
mailed to Upchurch, Jr.
and his children.

He also held some sus-
picions about the vote oc-
curring just six days
before early voting for the
$1.8 billion bond and
school board races began.

“As I understand it,
they also rescinded their
power to use eminent do-
main in the future,” he
said. “I guess in the future
they can vote to use it
again, but for now, it’s
done.”

Upchurch was quick to
thank the hundreds of
supporters in the commu-
nity who wrote letters of
support or showed up to
the meeting.

“There were folks we
didn’t even know that
were speaking to the
board on our behalf,” said
an amazed Upchurch.

He specifically thanked
Dr. Jill Metcalfe a former
classmate and teacher in
Aldine, community orga-
nizer Araceli Ramos,
AISD school board mem-
ber Viola Garcia, Chair-
man Carlos Silva of the
East Aldine Management
District, and old family

friend and real estate bro-
ker Todd Edmonds who
helped the family navi-
gate the uncertain waters
of eminent domain.

“Mrs. Garcia was the
only board member that
acknowledged our letters
and phone calls we sent to
all the board members,
and we appreciate it,” Up-
church said.

He also thanked the
staff at the district who
worked with him. “They
were all very profession-
al,” he said.

One of the disappoint-
ments of the whole pro-
cess for Upchurch and his
siblings who all worked
together to save their fa-
ther’s home, was board
members who said they
didn’t know anyone lived
at the property.

“They kept saying ‘we
have new information
that’s come to the board’s
attention and we're going
to have another vote on it.’
You want to take a guess
what that new informa-
tion was? Someone lives
there!” Upchurch said.

Upchurch had been be-
fore the school board with
his siblings repeatedly
and he found it incredu-
lous that they wouldn’t
know his father was still
living there.

“That also meant that
nobody bothered to call
him, send him a letter,
knock on the door, leave a
postcard on the gate or
even notice the dogs run-
ning around in the yard!”
he said.

“They didn’t even look
in the county records to
see that the house is
homesteaded.”

Since July, Travis, his
siblings, and strangers
had come before the board

and telling them to let
him continue to live out
his life on the property.

“I’'ve been telling the
board to their faces,” he
said.

He was stunned.

“I hope my father
hasn’t been used as a po-
litical pawn in all of this,”
he said.

Upchurch and his sib-
lings weren’t done with
the district but have re-
turned the favor to help
some of their friends in
their bid for board seats.

Apparently, the district
also sent out an email to
those who spoke on behalf
of the Upchurch family
announcing the board’s
vote.

“We are thrilled to have
this behind us,” said Tara
Upchurch, the daughter.

She said they did a lot
of research and digging to
find out how the board
was operating and get the
necessary details to de-
fend their father and his
property.

“No one really watches
school boards and how
much power they have.
Now it makes me want to
watch my own local board
to find out what’s happen-
ing with them,” she said.

She said she wouldn’t
feel better about things in
Aldine until after the elec-
tion.

“We can’t vote, but we
can get the word out and
tell people what we’ve
learned in our experi-
ence,” she said.

Tara said they had fall-
en in love with the Aldine
community again because
they came out and sup-
ported her dad.

“It really feels like a
win for everyone, not just
my dad.”

Early Voting starts Oct. 23
thru Nov. 3,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

address. Voters are en-
couraged to review or print
their sample ballot before
heading to the polls. Vot-
ers can take their printed
sample ballot into the vot-
ing booth for reference.

“Voters are encouraged
to vote during one of the 12
days afforded by the early
voting period and not wait
until Election Day,” add-
ed Clerk Hudspeth. “As
usual, voters can vote at
any one of the available
Early Voting Centers in
Harris County, near home,
work, school, or wherever
is most convenient.”

The following forms of
photo ID are acceptable
when voting in person:

e Texas Driver’s License
issued by the Texas De-
partment of Public Safety
(DPS)

e Texas Election Identi-

fication Certificate issued
by DPS

e Texas Personal Iden-
tification Card issued by
DPS

e Texas Handgun Li-
cense issued by DPS

e United States Mili-
tary Identification Card
containing the person’s
photograph

e United States Citizen-
ship Certificate containing
the person’s photograph

e United States Pass-
port (book or card)

Voters who do not pos-
sess and cannot obtain one
of these forms of photo ID
may fill out a Reasonable
Impediment Declara-
tion (RID) at a Vote Cen-
ter and present another
form of ID, such as a utili-
ty bill, bank statement,
government check, or vot-
er registration certificate.

The deadline to request
a ballot by mail for the No-
vember 7 election is Fri-
day, October 27 (received,
not postmarked). To be el-
igible to vote early by mail
in Texas, you must:

e be 65 years or older,
OR

e be sick or disabled

® be out of the county on
election day and during
the period for early voting
by personal appearance

® be expected to give
birth within three weeks
before or after Election
Day

e be confined in jail but
otherwise eligible.

Additional election in-
formation is available at
www.HarrisVotes.com.
For news and updates, fol-
low us on social media at
@HarrisCoTxClerk and
@HarrisVotes.
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4. What king unwittingly signed a decree causing

BIBLE TRIVIA Daniel to be thrown into the lions’ den? Elah, Jabin,

By Wilson Casey Darius, Agag

— 5. Because Moses was standing on holy ground, what
1. Is the book of Acts (KJV) in the Old or New did God tell him to remove? Cloak, Hat, Shoes, Armor
Testament or neither? 6. In Judges 16, who said, “Let me die with the
2. What companion of Paul was commended for his Philistines”? Samson, Micah, Delilah, Manoah

holy scripture knowledge since childhood? Timothy,
Linus, Trophimus, Jude

3. From 1 John 4:8, “He that loveth not knowest not
God; for God is _____.” Honor, Love, Everlasting,
Comfort

Let no one be found among you
who sacrifices their son or
daughter in the fire, who practices
divination or sorcery, interprets
ormens, engages in witchcraft, or
casts spells, or who is a medium or
spiritist or who consults the dead.

Anyone who does these things is
detestable to the Lord.. |
The History of Witches and Wizards

&€& DEUTERONOMY 18:10-12 (1720)

Page 6

Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) Timothy, 3) Love, 4) Darius, 5) Shoes, 6)
Samson

“Test Your Bible Knowledge,” a book with 1,206 multiple-choice
questions by columnist Wilson Casey, is available in stores and online.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

(- )

THE ILLUSTRATED BIBLE

First Baptist Church North Houston

Where Jesus Has the Priority And Everyone is Welcome

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.
Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement,
Citizenship Classes & Parenting Programs

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Call: 281-799-9076

Text: 832-906-4214
marianas@baatexas.org

Detail of “Witches Presenting
Wax Dolls to the Devil” from

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @
\_ WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA )

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039 281-449-7201

© 2023 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Warld rights reserved.

THESERUIGA LN EROIG

CALL 7:1131-21616)-31414'9) 1101 RIEAICH 310),0)010) RIEADIERS

TRACTORWORK  TRACTORWORK  TRACTOR WORK SERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
—— - NEWSPAPER
INTERN AT A
Tractor, Dozer and Backhoe TEJAS MARKETING/SALES
TRANSMISSIONS PERSON NEWSPAPER

Services
Call or text for Free Quote.

LONESTAR SITEWORKS

Houston's Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

BBB
Rating A+

Qualit .
\X/ork!y Since 1997

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but
not necessary. Possible to work from
home. Suitable for Part Time, or Full
Time. Commission plus. Send letter of

Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all
phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad
sales, record keeping, promotions.

interest to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or
call 713-252-8000.

Send letter of interest to
grafikstar@aol.com

832-530-0054

“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Esparnol
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

VIR bl e N

10-4T

When you call these Advertisers, this
Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase or not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

CLASSIFIED WORD AD FORM — —
DEADLINE $18.00 LEGAL B D t
,1(2):8% NORTHEAST NEWS W éZRfl’) o NOTICES u s l n es s lr ec or
THURSDAY Call 713-266-3444 2WEEKS A SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money
THE e
apiceria
! Beat the Heat! PRAT
' Exterior Solar Screens and Upholstery & Awning
18.00 HIGHLANDS Insect Shades comgz;ci‘_/l/x é ff:sllaﬁ_:#nm
1850 [19.00 19.50 2000 20.50 STAR CROSBY Free Estimates 2021 Aldine Mail Rt.
GREAT VALUE * GREAT RESULTS | | courer, 832-241-4581 281-590-7562  Houston, TX 17036
. . AND THE ' '
e — Tl I VS
T D AYMENT INFORMATION CHANNEL
STAR.
CALL 713-
CHECK or VISA MASTERCARD AM EX 266_3444

TELEPHONE:

MAIL TO 5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057, or EMAIL:
nenewsroom@aol.com, or FAX TO 713-977-1188 or CALL 713-266-3444

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.
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Benicio Del Toro and Alicia Silverstone star in “Reptile.”

“Reptile”

“REPTILE” (R) — In
this crime thriller star-
ring Benicio del Toro and
Justin Timberlake, a de-
tective (del Toro) with a
past of uncovering crook-
ed cops is put on the mur-
der case of a young real
estate agent. Her body
was found by her boy-
friend (Timberlake) in
their home, painting him
as a prime suspect. But
with one trail leading
back to her ex-husband
(Karl Glusman), and an-
other leading to a men-
tally unstable man
seeking revenge for a cor-
rupt real estate deal,
solving the case won'’t be
an easy feat. Del Toro’s
acting prowess is what
easily carries the film,
along with a refreshing
performance from “Clue-
less” star Alicia Silver-
stone. Out now. (Netflix)

skeksk

“FIVE NIGHTS AT
FREDDY’S” (PG-13) —
Based on the video game

franchise of the same
name, this horror film
follows security guard
Mike Schmidt (Josh
Hutcherson) as he starts
working the night shift at
Freddy Fazbear’s Pizza.
Abby, Mike’s little sister,
is in his care and accom-
panies him to the aban-
doned family fun center,
where she soon discovers
a few animatronics that
all seem to have a mind
of their own. Although a
local police officer (Eliz-
abeth Lail) comes around
to warn him of Freddy’s
sinister past, it’s only a
matter of time before
Mike and Abby find out
for themselves. You won’t
look at a Chuck E.
Cheese the same after
this. Premieres Oct. 27.
(Peacock)

sksksk

“SUSIE SEARCH-
ES” (NR) — College-aged
student Susie is the host
of a true crime podcast
that doesn’t really get

much traction. Deter-
mined to make her pod-
cast succeed, she covertly
takes advantage of an op-
portunity to get herself
more clout when a stu-
dent at her college, Jesse,
suddenly disappears. Af-
ter Jesse does eventual-
ly get found by Susie, she
gets praised as a hero,
and her social status in-
stantly begins to climb.
But when another stu-
dent finds incriminating
evidence of Jesse’s kid-
napper, Susie realizes
that she might be way in
over her head. Kiersey
Clemons (“The Flash”)
plays the titular charac-
ter in the film, with ap-
pearances by Alex Wolff,
Jim Gaffigan and Alex
Moffat. Premieres Oct.
27. (Hulu)

sk

“SURROUNDED”
(R) — “Black Panther’s”
Letitia Wright plays
Moses “Mo” Washington,
a female Buffalo soldier
disguised as a man on a
treacherous ride west in
search of a gold mine af-
ter serving in the Civil
War. When the stage-
coach that Mo is smug-
gled on gets ambushed by
thieves, she narrowly es-
capes death. But after
deputies of the sheriff ar-
rive at the scene, Mo is
forced to stand guard for
one of the thieves — leg-
endary outlaw Tommy
Walsh (Jamie Bell) — un-
til they return with the
sheriff. Knowing that
other bandits from Tom-
my’s gang are riding in
search of him, Mo must
continue her endless
plight of survival with all
the odds against her.
This Western film, out
now, features Michael K.
Williams in his final ap-
pearance before his trag-
ic death. (Amazon Prime
Video)

Greens Bayou Coalition:
Another Great Regatta!

NORTH CHANNEL - October 7 —
Another Great Regatta!

After a week of rain, the sun came out
and we enjoyed a perfect day for pad-
dling! There were some really fast pad-
dlers out there, some folks out to clean
up the bayou, and some paddlers enjoy-
ing a day in nature, but everyone seems
to have had a good day on Greens Bay-
ou!

Greens Bayou Coalition plans the Re-
gatta each year to showcase Greens Bay-
ou and draw paddlers out to a wonderful
recreational jewel in urban Houston.
Our mission is to improve the quality of
life in the watershed. We host cleanups,
plant trees, promote and look for fund-
ing for parks, trails, & boat launches, and
advocate for flood mitigation and resil-
ience. We also monitor water quality and
have an environmental education pro-
gram for kids. We are a 501(c)3 nonprof-
it and we are funded through donations,
grants and sponsorships. The regatta
serves as a fundraiser, an awareness
campaign and a cleanup effort, all at the
same time! This year, paddlers cleaned
up almost 700 lbs of trash from Greens
Bayou!

We couldn’t do this without our many
sponsors, listed below, or our volunteers!
We thank everyone who sponsored, do-
nated and participated, from Katz Cof-
fee and Precincts 3 & 4 who donated
Corporate Cup canoes to start us off, to
TEXSAR and our sweep boat volunteers
on the water, to Rico Torres of AR’s En-
tertainment Hub and Bayou City Adven-
tures who rocked the after-party and
Coca Cola SWB who rehydrated us with
fabulous beverages. The Barry Ross fam-
ily, with help from North Belt UD, again
cooked up our famous “Best Lunch on the
Bayou” and St. Arnold’s provided the
beer. And finally, METRO got everyone
back to their vehicles at the end of the

day with their usual excellent service.

Race Director Tom Helm made sure the
day was safe and fun. Our volunteers were
amazing! A huge “thank you!” to all of our
wonderful sponsors: our Presenting Spon-
sors Coca Cola Southwest Beverages and
East Aldine District, our Gold Sponsor
SWCA Environmental Consultants; Silver
Sponsors Ratcliffe Adams Barner LL.C and
Lone Star College - North Harris, and our
Bronze Sponsors Satterfield & Pontikes
Construction, Inc., KNCS Constructor Ser-
vices, and SWA Group, and our Copper
Sponsor LAN. Without all of you, and our
In-Kind sponsors, this event could not have
happened.

Our volunteers helped the Regatta run
so smoothly this year! Many thanks to all
of them: Karen, John, Jacqueline, Beth,
Lorene, Betty, Stephen, Fangyi, Shannon,
Ella, Jackson, Dale, Fran, Christy, Allen,
Nate, Michelle, Darrell and Karla and the
North Shore Anchor teens!

https://www.greensbayou.org/

Winners of the Styrofoam Cup, Brian Jenison and
Dean Campa, collected just over 170 pounds of trash!

Overall winner, Alan Lindsey, finished with a time of
1:20:14. Congratulations Alan!

ENTERTAINMENT

FOOTBALL
SCORES &
SCHEDULES

THIS WEEK'S SCORES

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19

Aldine Eisenhower 31, Aldine Davis
24

North Shore 38, Humble 24

Spring Westfield 63, Aldine
MacArthur 7

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20

Aldine Nimitz 47, Aldine 0

Barbers Hill 56, Kingwood Park 14

Crosby, bye

Deer Park 56, Channelview 39

La Porte 34, Baytown Sterling 0

Lumberton 46, Huffman Hargrave
14

Nederland 38, Galena Park 7

New Caney Porter 42, Goose Creek
Memorial 7

Port Arthur Memorial 48, Baytown
Lee 33

Texas City 41, Dayton 6

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21
Atascocita 28, C. E. King 21 OT

NEXT WEEK'S SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26

Aldine at Eisenhower, 7 p.m.,
Leonard George Stadium in
Spring

Channelview at Pasadena, 7 p.m.,
Memorial Stadium in Pasadena

Galena Park at Fort Bend Marshall,
7 p.m., Kenneth Hall Stadium
in Missouri City

MacArthur at Dekaney, 7 p.m.,
Planet Ford Stadium in Spring

ERIDAY, OCTOBER 27

Atascocita at North Shore, 7 p.m.,
Galena Park ISD Stadium in
Houston

Barbers Hill at Port Arthur Memorial,
7 p.m., Memorial Stadium in
Port Arthur

Baytown Sterling at Goose Creek
Memorial, 7 p.m., Stallworth
Stadium in Baytown

Davis at Westfield, 7 p.m., Planet
Ford Stadium in Spring

Fort Bend Wlllowridge at Dayton, 7
p.m., Bronco Stadium in
Dayton

Huffman Hargrave at Vidor, 7:30
p.m., Pirate Stadium in Vidor

Porter at Baytown Lee, 7 p.m.,
Stallworth Stadium in
Baytown

Spring at Nimitz, 7 p.m., Leonard
George Stadium in Spring

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28

C. E. King at Summer Creek, 7 p.m.,
Turner Stadium in Humble

Crosby at La Porte, 1 p.m., Bulldog
Stadium in La Porte
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Part of East Aldine History:
Hardware Store reaches 50 years,
but still no Jed

For 50 years, residents of East Aldine have purchased everything from chicken feed,
plumbing fixtures, screws, bolts, pipe and extension cords to gardening supplies,
lumber and propane from Jed’s Hardware.

At the intersection of the Eastex Freeway and Aldine Mail Route Road, the
neighborhood institution was founded in 1973 by brothers Weldon and Clyde Bailey, who
grew up close by.

That's right. There is
no “Jed” atJed’s
Hardware.

The name is an
acronym for the kind of
old-fashioned hardware
store that Weldon Bailey
used to visit with his dad,
where customers would
go in with a list of their
needs and a clerk would
“jot ‘em down,” recalled
Clyde Bailey, the younger of the brothers. Weldon came up with the idea for the name,
“Jot ‘em Down Store,” but the cost of a sign led them to shorten the name to the first
letters of the three words.

A big 50th anniversary party is in the works for 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 21.
There will be good food, music, displays and many, many prizes at the store.

Weldon graduated from Aldine High School; Clyde was one of the first students to
attend MacArthur High. For years, the siblings ran the business together with a familiarity
and fondness for the particular and peculiar needs of their East Aldine neighbors.

“Weldon understood that people would always want feed,” Clyde said, so the store
still stocks a wide variety of livestock and chicken feed, not to mention a vast array of pet
supplies and food.

Clyde, who said he “always enjoyed working the floor,” was the hands-on brother
who lunched with neighbors, joined the Rotary Club and stayed in touch with the needs
of the community.

In 1994, after several pedestrians were struck by vehicles while walking along Aldine
Mail Route, Clyde and his friends started trying to come up with a solution. Clyde was
familiar with the then-new East Montgomery County Management District through his
Rotary membership.

Not long after, he met with then-State Rep. Kevin Bailey and proposed the creation of

the East Aldine Management District.

Clyde Bailey was the first president of the District, which was initially housed in the
same building complex as the hardware store.

“Thaven'’t been following closely, but I know they are trying their best to bring really
positive solutions in the area” now, Bailey said.

(To which the District staff and board would say, “Thank you, we are working hard,
listening to the community and succeeding!”)

When the brothers retired, they tumed the business over to Weldon’s son-in-law, Eric
Hall, who met Megan Bailey while they attended Texas Tech University.

Hall, who has a degree in finance, happily gave up his career in banking to run the
business. The couple moved to Houston in 2018.

Megan Bailey Hall works for a Galleria-area bank and
Eric coaches their daughter’s soccer team.

“What I really, really love about this is every day is
something different,” Hall said. “And I still do get calls,
just about every day, for people who want to talk to
Ted.”

Hall is busy planning the anniversary celebration,
which will include special 50-cent prices on many
hardware items, booths from many of the business’
major suppliers, and the food, including a snow cone
vendor, a taco truck, and hot dogs and hamburgers.

There also will be free raffle tickets for prizes ranging
from a microwave to a Stihl power saw.

The young businessman has put his own touches on ERIC HALL
the long-standing institution. Jed’s is a member of the
Do It Best Co-Op, which gives independent hardware stores the advantage of larger
purchasing power.

Hall also decided to “open” up the middle of the store to prominently feature seasonal
items that customers would be likely to purchase on impulse, as well as a variety of toys to
tempt youngsters tagging along on errands.

Hall also made the decision to purchase a certain brand of lighting fixtures for the store
because the brand’s box labels (and accompanying instructions) are written in Spanish -
a feature aimed at East Aldine’s largely bilingual population.

A native of Dallas, Hall even begrudgingly carries Houston Astros’ trinkets and
memorabilia. And, although he roots for the Texas Rangers, Hall has been known to don a
big, foam Astros hat. But only at his employees’ insistence.

Because many homes in the East Aldine community are older, Hall ensures that
supplies are available for repairs to older plumbing and electrical fixtures. And, because
many customers are long-time do-it-yourselfers, the business will do custom cuts on
lumber, glass and sharpening of blades for power equipment.

Instead of renting turn-it-in propane cylinders, Hall has kept the business’ more
economical policy of refilling customers’ own cylinders.

Although Hall and his family don't live in the neighborhood, he is committed to
preserving the business’ strong ties to the community.

After Hurricane Harvey in 2017 and during the Winter Storm Uxi in 2021, Hall said, “I
slept here in the store. I needed to be here, because [ knew the people of this community
were going to need us.”

He proudly displays a 2017 award from the East Aldine Management District that
named Jed’s a Strategic Business Partner. He also makes every effort to offer part-time
jobs to students at MacArthur High School. Sometimes, that means working around their
sports teams’ schedules, which Hall is glad to do. One valued long-time employee
recently started college, and Hall allows him to schedule work around his classes.

“Tt is still a family business,” Hall said. “If anybody has a problem, they can come and
talk to me. It's a very stimulating experience.”

“Tknew what [ was getting into,” he said, with a laugh. “But there are those days where
think ‘if I didn’t have any customers or employees, I could get some real work done.”

— by Anne Marie Kilday
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