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Sheriff's Deputy Perez checks and disables one of
the rifles turned in at the 5th Gun BuyBack event.

NEWS
NOTES

East Aldine
Tree Lighting
Friday, Dec. 8

The East Aldine
District invited
everyone to “Light Up
the Season with Us” at
the Annual Tree
Lighting Ceremony
and related events, on
Friday evening,
December 8th from
6pm to 9pm at the
East Aldine Town
Center, in front of the
Amphitheatre.

Enjoy free food,
tamales, hot chocolate,
pan dulce, Camel
Rides, a Petting Zoo,
and Aztec Dancers.

Special Appearances
by SANTA & MRS.
CLAUS, and the
Gingerbread Man.

Sponsored by the
East Aldine District,
BakerRiipley, Harris
County Sheriff's Office,
Lone Star College East
Aldine, and P-Tech
Avalos High School.

Early Voting starts Nov. 27 in Run-off Election

Voters Focused on Mayoral Race; Council At-Large #3 Race features Cantu

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

With early voting begin-
ning on Monday, Novem-
ber 27, 2023, the race is on
for several city of Houston
spots including the may-
or’s office.

Former State Represen-
tative John Whitmire led
all voters in the mayoral
election garnering 106,735
votes or 43.04 percent of
the vote to runner-up Con-
gressman Sheila Jackson
Lee’s 86,371 votes at 34.83
percent of the vote. The
turnout was a disappoint-
ing 247,969 votes cast in
the mayoral election.

The city of Houston has
become accustomed to run-
offs in their mayoral elec-

MAYORAL CANDIDATES JOHN WHITMIRE & SHEILA JACKSON LEE

tions. The 2023 election is
no different becoming the
third in a row dating back
to 2015 when former State
Representative Sylvester
Turner won a runoff elec-
tion against former Kemah

Mayor Bill King by one of
the narrowest margins in
Houston elections, a mere
678 votes or approximate-
ly 0.4 percent margin.
According to Texas Sec-
retary of State Jane Nel-

son’s website, the city
boasts 2,568,463 regis-
tered voters with the larg-
est turnout in three
decades coming in the
2020 presidential election
where 1,633,557 constitu-
ents cast their vote. The
largest percentage vote
came in the presidential
election in 1992 that pro-
duced a 71.68 percent
turnout.

The last Houston may-
oral runoff, in 2019, Turn-
er emerged the leader in a
field of 12 and runner-up
attorney Tony Buzbee fol-
lowed closely behind. How-
ever, Buzbee was not able
to turnout his voters in the

Continued. See RUN-OFF ELCTION,
Page 2

CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE
RICHARD CANTU

East Aldine District's Executive
Director is also running for an At-
Large City Council position. Cantu
has previously held positions in
Houston City Government, HC
Department of Education, Aldine
Education Foundatioin, and holds
a Master's Degree in Public Admin.

District’s Explorer Team wins top prize in state

EAST ALDINE - In a
program called Explorers,
Harris County sheriff’s
deputies coach volunteers
ages 14 to 21 on how to be
law enforcement officers.
It’s a rigorous, hands-on
experience funded by the
East Aldine Management
District.

Now, four Explorers are
learning what it’s like to be
tops in Texas. Their team
won “best overall” at a
Nov. 11 statewide compe-
tition in Corpus Christi
against 45 other teams
from around the state.

Their names? Carlos
Sanchez, Noah Gallo, Juli-
ana Hinojosa and Timothy
Hall.

The teams they bested
came from agencies such
as the U.S. Border Patrol,
the Houston Police Depart-

Deputy Terry Garza, Left, and her prize winning team of Explorers at the Competition in Corpus Christi.

Fifth Gun Buyback
event nets 500 guns

HOUSTON — More
than 500 guns were col-
lected at the City of Hous-
ton’s fifth gun buyback
event that was held Satur-
day at the METRO facili-
ty on Harwin. The gun
buyback program is part of
the One Safe Houston Ini-
tiative the city launched in
2021 to decrease violent
crime.

City officials said 559
guns were handed over
and $77,850 in gift cards
were distributed to attend-
ees who turned in guns.

Like past gun buyback
events, the city partnered
with the Harris County
Sheriff’s Office to make it
all happen. HCSO Sheriff
Ed Gonzalez said it’s an
opportunity for law en-
forcement to serve the
community in a different

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez speaks about the Gun Buyback program. Others
include Mayor Sylvester Turner, Fire Chief Pena, Pct. 4 Commissioner
Lesley Briones, Police Chief Troy Finner, and Constable Al Rosen.

way.

“On a number of occa-
sions, we've heard from in-
dividuals that said, ‘My
loved one passed away.
They had weapons. I do
not want them in the
house and I did not have a
safe way of disposing of
them,” the sheriff said.
“This provides that option.

We want to make sure
we're preventing those in-
stances where maybe
someone is perhaps break-
ing into a home and some-
one comes across those
weapons and now it lands
on the wrong hands.”

Gun locks and gun safes
were also distributed at
the event.

SEASON FOOTBALL WEEK 14

ment and the Travis Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office.

Not bad for a program
that had faded away. The
Harris County Sheriff’s
Office oversaw several Ex-
plorers posts before the
COVID and dozens of the
former participants now
work as sheriff’s deputies
here.

The only one that
sprang back into action is
East Aldine’s, according to
post supervisor, Sgt. Terry
Garza.

But the East Aldine pro-
gram only came alive in
April, which makes its
statewide honor more re-
markable.

Garza trains Explorers

Continued. See EXPLORERS TOP
TEXAS TEAM, Page 2

Alabama, Georgia meet for SEC title:
Texans host hot Broncos in rare 3 p.m. start

The first Saturday in
December brings with it
conference title games across
the country. The only league
title game that was set prior to
press time was in the SEC
where No. 8-ranked Alabama
will try to end No. 1-ranked
Georgia’s 29-game winning
streak and its stranglehold on
the SEC and college football.

The Bulldogs have won two
straight national titles and Nick
Saban would like nothing more
than to gum up Georgia’s
dreams of a third straight
College Football Playoff (CFP)
title.

Saban knows it won't be
easy, but he has his team
playing its best football of the
season and the veteran head
coach is one of the best in the
history of game planning for an
opponent. Georgia head
coach Kirby Smart worked for
Saban as his defensive
coordinator, so Smart knows
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Saban as well as anyone.

It's going to be an interest-
ing afternoon in Atlanta on
Saturday.

In the Big 12, Texas
needed to win its season finale
at home against Texas Tech to
land a spot in the Big 12 title
game this Saturday in
Arlington. UT should land a
spot after winning back-to-
back road games in Weeks 10
and 11. The win over lowa
State gave Texas its first 10
win season since 2009. Tech
would like nothing more than
to spoil the ‘Horns conference
title changes, but something

tells me UT head coach Steve
Sarkisian had his team ready
for the Red Raiders last
Friday.

The winner of the Ohio
State-Michigan game will face
an offensively-challenged lowa
team in the Big 10 title game
with the winner earning a CFP
spot.

While the college season
winds down and teams wait for
their bowl assignments, the
NFL is heating up, especially
the hometown Texans.

Continued. See KEENEY'S
KORNER, Page5
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East Aldine Explorer’s
team wins top prize,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

along with Sgt. David Hernandez and dep-
uties Tylere Jackson, Eduardo Gonzalez
and Valerie Moreno. Gonzalez and Moreno
are former Explorers. All are part of a
Sheriff’s Office force paid by the District
to fight crime with East Aldine.

Of the 22 active Explorers in the group,
nine competed in the state event.

Four were in Team A, which, along with
“best overall,” finished first, second or
third in simulations of a DWI traffic stop,
an active shooter scenario and a burglary
in process.

Team B placed first in a public distur-
bance scenario, second in an arrest/search/
seizure and third in traffic accident inves-
tigation and crisis intervention. The team
was Braeden Lopez, Kimberly Price, Car-
los Cantu and Glenn Samuels. Cantu also
took first place in physical agility.

Team A’s best overall award equaled
the East Aldine program’s achievement in

static about the team’s performance this
time.

“It’s such a great accomplishment,” she
said. "These kids work hard and they are
dedicated to the program.”

East Aldine Management District
Chairman Carlos Silva added to the
praise.

“We are incredibly proud of what our
young Explorers were able to achieve at
the most recent statewide competition.
Our entire community is inspired by the
fact that the Explorers won 1st place by
demonstrating their skills, aptitude, and
dedication to the field of law enforcement,
he said.

“Special thanks to all of our sheriff’s
deputies who also participate in the pro-
gram and help teach and train,” Silva
added.

To find out about becoming an Explor-
er, contact Sgt. Terry Garza at

2013.

Garza, the sergeant, said she was ec-

Terry.Garza@sheriff. hctx.net or

Run-Off Election,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

runoff and lost to Turner
113,262 to 88,844 or 56 to
44 percent.

Both Whitmire and
Jackson have name recog-
nition in the community
and whoever is best orga-
nized to get voters to the
polls a second time will
have the advantage.

OTHER RACES

The mayor’s race isn’t
the only one headed to a
runoff. Four of the five At-
Large positions on City
Council and Houston City
Council Districts D, G, and
H all have runoffs. The
Controller’s office also has
a runoff with former Har-
ris County Clerk Chris
Hollins facing off against
former Harris County
Treasurer Orlando
Sanchez. Hollins won the
field during the November
election earning 95,382
votes or 44.84 percent of
the vote to Sanchez 57,996
or 27.27 percent.

In the city council elec-
tions, in At-Large Position
1, Julian Ramirez will face
off against Melanie Miles.
A mere 1,697 votes sepa-
rated them in the Novem-
ber election. In At-Large

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled

- UTILITIES &
APPLIANCES FURNISHED
ELIGIBILITY:
* Age 62 or older
* Disabled
* Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

Position 2, Willie Davis
will battle Nick Hellyar af-
ter the two were the top
vote-getters in the first
election. Richard Cantu
and Twila Carter will meet
for the At-Large Position 3
runoff. Cantu captured
43,065 votes or 22.09 per-
cent while Carter picked
up 40,334 or 20.69 percent
of the vote. Neither were
able to win the majority in
a field of nine candidates.
The final city council posi-
tion runoffis between Roy
Morales and Letitia Plum-
mer. Plummer almost se-
cured the spot with 47.97
percent of the vote to Mo-
rales 33.23 percent.

For county residents,
particularly in area munic-
ipalities, the city elections
have meaning.

In one case, many are
forced to purchase their
water from the city of
Houston.

Since Houston is the
only owner of surface wa-
ter in the area and their
representatives also stack
a majority of the positions
on the subsidence district’s
board, it’s difficult to out-
vote them with a minority

832.570.8891.

vote from municipalities
who want to keep rates for
their customers low.

Most local cities like
Galena Park, Jacinto City
and others purchase their
surface water from the city
of Houston as part of a
long-range mandate by the
state legislature to convert
from ground water to sur-
face water avoiding a
growing subsidence issue.

EARLY VOTING 11/27
THROUGH 12/5

On Monday, November
27, the Harris County
County Clerk’s office says
41 Early Vote Centers will
open across the area from
7 a.m. to 7 p.m., through
December 5 from Monday
through Saturday, 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m., and on Sunday
from noon to 7 p.m.

There will be 450 Vote
Centers open on Election
Day, Saturday, December
9, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. You
can vote at any location.

The deadline to apply
for a mail ballot is Novem-
ber 28.

To see a sample ballot
for your area, please visit
the County Clerk’s website
at harrisvotes.com.

COMMUNITY
WATCH

Bicyclist riding on Eastex
Freeway struck and killed

Houston police are
investigating a fatal
crash at 8700 Eastex
Freeway (North U.S.
Highway 59) about
6:45 p.m. on Monday
(November 20).

The identity of the
deceased male is
pending verification by
the Harris County
Institute of Forensic
Sciences.

HPD Vehicular
Crimes Division
Sergeant S. Jewell and
Officer S. Le reported:

The male was riding
a bicycle on the south-
bound lanes of the

Eastex Freeway near
the Laura Koppe exit
when he was struck by
a black Volvo SUV.
The Volvo then came to
a stop on the eastside
emergency lane.

Houston Fire depart-
ment paramedics
responded to the scene
and pronounced the
victim deceased. The
driver of the Volvo, who
remained at the scene,
was determined not to
be impaired and was
questioned and re-
leased.

The investigation is
continuing.

Lone Star College and Texas
Workforce Commission ofter
training for small businesses

NORTHEAST HARRIS
COUNTY - Lone Star
College’s partnership with
the Texas Workforce
Commission (TWC) creates
various opportunities to
assist small businesses
with their training needs.

The Skills for Small
Business (SSB) program
provides local employers
with funding to pay their
employees to take credit,
continuing education,
online and non-published
courses offered at LSC.
These offerings apply to
business needs and opera-
tions.

“The Skills for Small Business
Program allows Lone Star College
to help you educate and train your
workforce,” said Linda Leto Head,
LSC Senior Associate Vice Chancel-
lor External and Employer Rela-
tions.

The Skills for Small Business will
give approved businesses $1,800 to
cover tuition for each new employee
and $900 for each current employee
in a 12-month period. Only full-time
permanent employees can partici-
pate in the program. The employer
and employees can select the
training offered at LSC that bene-
fits the business and the worker
through an application with TWC.
Once approved, they can use funds
at LSC to enroll in courses relevant
to their business.

“I encourage local small business
owners to take a look at the training
that is available through this
worthwhile program,” said Head.

The Lone Star College Skills for
Small Business project is financed
with $15,000 (40.81% of the total
costs) of federal money. 0% of the
total costs of this project are fi-
nanced by nongovernmental sourc-
es. For more information on the

Lone Star College partnered with the Texas Workforce Commission to
offer the Skills for Small Business program that provides area employers
with free training for their employees.

Skills for Small Business grant and
assistance with identifying training
at LSC, email Christina Boutte at
Christina.D.Boutte@LoneStar.edu or
call 832.813.6797.

Lone Star College has designated
grants (federal, state and workforce)
to help students pay for their college
education. Visit LoneStar.edu/fa-
grants for more information on those
resources.

Lone Star College enrolls over
80,000 students each semester
providing high-quality, low-cost
academic transfer and career train-
ing education. LSC is training
tomorrow’s workforce today and
redefining the community college
experience to support student
success. LSC is the largest institu-
tion of higher education in the
Houston area and has been named a
2022 Great Colleges to Work For®
institution by the Chronicle of
Higher Education and recognized by
Fortune Magazine and Great Place
To Work® as one of this year’s Best
Workplaces in Texas™. LSC consists
of eight colleges, seven centers, eight
Workforce Centers of Excellence and
Lone Star Corporate College. To
learn more, visit LoneStar.edu.

Bilingual Tots
We'll read stories, sing

songs, and use our hands
(for fingerplays) to help
toddlers build their early
literacy skills. This program is
appropriate for children ages
18 months to 3 years old.
Monday, Nov. 27, 11 -
11:45am.

pricipiantes

Leeremos historias,
cantaremos canciones y
usaremos nuestras manos
(para juegos con los dedos)
para ayudar a los nifios
pequefios a desarrollar sus
habilidades de alfabetizacién
temprana. Este programa es
apropiado para nifios de 25
meses a 3 afios.

6:45pm

Tech

limitado

Bilingual Story Time/

AIRLINE LIBRARY NEWS

con Windows, navegacion
por Internet e interface, tipos
de navegadores, consejos de
seguridad, correo electrénico e
interface, y otros temas
relacionados a la tecnologia
con enfoque para empleos y uso
personal en un nivel para

Kid’s Game Night
Thursday, Nov. 30, 5-
Join us for fun board

games. Bean bag toss. Video
Games and more!

Apprenda Computers &
Limited space/ Espacio

Pre-registrese aqui: https:/
forms.office.com/r/r TQYUGd1Yy

like to practice speaking
English in a casual, low-
stress environment? Join us
for Coffee & Conversation
where you can have
conversations with native
English speakers as we do
fun activities. Saturday, Dec.
2 &16,2-3pm

Adult Volunteers

Would you like to be a part
of making an impact on
people’s lives? Are you
looking for a meaningful way
to spend your time? We are
looking for adult volunteers
to help with tasks and
programs at the library as well
as volunteers to teach English
language classes, citizenship
classes, or computer classes
in person and virtually. Pick

Tiempo de cuentos Bilingue
You're invited to attend

Story Time every Tuesday at
11 am. Story Time is a great
way for children to build early
literacy skills with stories,
rhymes and songs. Parents
are encouraged to participate
by sitting with children and
singing (and learning!) -
new songs. Children of all
ages are welcome!

iEstas invitado a asistir a
tiempo de cuentos
cada martes alas 11 am.
Tiempo de cuentos es una
excelente manera para que
los nifios desarrollen
habilidades de alfabetizacion
temprana con libros, rimas y
canciones. Animamos a los
padres a senterse con los
nifios y canten las canciones
con nosotros.jLos nifios de

language.

pricipiantes.

* Important- Instructions are
in Spanish language; Software
(Windows OS, Office 365,
Google) apps are all in English

Nivel -1 Habilidades
Esenciales- Jueves - 5:00
a 6:45 PM: Computer Essential
Skills (Spanish computer class)

a como obtener las habilidades
esenciales sobre: Navegacion
con Windows, navegacion
por Internet e interface, tipos
de navegadores, consejos de
seguridad, correo electrénico e
interface, y otros temas
relacionados a la tecnologia
con enfoque para empleos y uso
personal en un nivel para

Chill Vibes for Teens
Life is stressful, this program

up an application at the
Aldine Branch Library, call
832-927-5410, or click

here: https://
forms.office.com/r/

qSzMSpiaTL.

Passport Services
Do have plans to travel out

of the country for the
holidays? You need to get
your passport in order NOW!
Current routine processing is
estimated at 10 weeks and
expedited processing time is
estimated at 7 weeks. You
can make an appointment for
passport services at Aldine
Branch - https://
www.hcpl.net/services/
passport-services.

Our passport hours -
Mondays and Wednesdays
12pm - 5pm; Tuesdays and

Aprendera

todas las edades son
bienvenidos!

Apprenda Computers &
Tech

Limited space/ Espacio
limitado

Pre-registrese aqui: https:/
[forms.office.com/r/
rTQyUGd1Yy

* Important- Instructions
arein
Spanish language; Software
(Windows OS, Office 365,
Google) apps are all in
English language.

Nivel -1 Habilidades
Esenciales- Martes- 5:00 PM
6:45 PM: Computer Essential
Skills (Spanish computer
class)

- Aprendera a como
obtener las habilidades
esenciales sobre: Navegacion

is not. Chill Vibes for Teens is for
slowing down and decompress-
ing from a stressful week. Relax
with us and start your weekend
off right. Every other week we'll
have a different set of activities
to unwind and unclutter your
mind. Or, you can just veg out in
one of our comfy chairs. Friday,
Dec. 1, 3:30pm - 5:30pm

Para los Ninos

Each workshop includes
learning activities to use at home
related to the theme of the week.

For parents and children
ages 8 and younger (and
siblings too!). Saturday, Dec. 2,
10-11:30am

Coffee & Conversation

Are you learning to speak
English as a second (or third or
fourth, etc.) language and would

Thursdays 12pm - 7pm;
Saturdays 10am - 12pm and
2pm - 4pm - Appointments
required. We also have walk-
in service from 2-4pm on
Fridays on a first come first
served basis. Those wishing
to get a passport executed
must have all necessary
documents, photos, copies,
and required people present
with them to be added on the
list to be seen. Sign-in starts
at 1pm.

Michelle Pichon

Library Program
Specialist

Harris County Public

Library
Aldine Branch Library

11331 Airline Dr.
Houston, TX 77037
832-927-5410
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All 4 Incumbents Returned to
AISD Board Seats

Aldine ISD to host Auxiliary
Job Fair on Nov. 30

Voters in Aldine ISD
went to the polls on Tues-
day, Nov. 7, and returned
all four incumbents to
their respective seats on
the Aldine ISD Board of
Education.

In the Position 1 race,
incumbent Randy Bates
defeated Dr. Jill Metcalfe.
Bates received 7,252 votes,
and Metcalfe received
4,297 votes. There were
11,549 votes cast in the
Position 1 race.

In the Position 2 race,
incumbent Paul Shanklin
defeated Zaheer Malik.

Shanklin received 5,716
votes, and Malik received
5,442 votes. There were
11,158 votes cast in the
Position 2 race.

In the Position 6 race,
incumbent Dr. Kimberley
Booker defeated Araceli
Ramos. Booker received
7,269 votes, and Ramos re-
ceived 4,235 votes. There
were 11,504 votes cast in
the Position 6 race.

In the Position 7 race,
incumbent Dr. Viola M.
Garcia defeated Steven
Moore, Mikela Levi, and

Belinda Valdivia. Garcia
received 3,801 votes,
Moore received 3,508, Levi
received 2,822, and Valdiv-
ia received 1,384. There
were 11,5515 votes cast in
the Position 7 race.

Aldine ISD’s School
Board election follows plu-
rality rules, and the candi-
date with the most votes
wins. The results will be
official once the votes are
canvassed on Nov. 20. All
four will be sworn in at the
Dec. 12 Board of Trustees
meeting.

Blanson CTE High School
Named to Prestigious AP School
Honor Roll for 2023

Bronze Distinction

Aldine ISD proudly an-
nounces that the College
Board named Blanson
Career and Technical Ed-
ucation High School to
the Advanced Place-
ment® Program (AP)
School Honor Roll, earn-
ing Bronze distinction.
The AP® School Honor
Roll recognizes schools
whose AP programs are
delivering results for stu-
dents while broadening
access. Schools can earn
this recognition annually
based on criteria that re-
flect a commitment to in-
creasing college-going
culture, providing oppor-
tunities for students to
earn college credit, and
maximizing college readi-
ness.

“We are immensely
proud to receive the
Bronze Distinction on the
2023 AP School Honor
Roll. These achievements
are a testament to the
dedication of our stu-
dents, teachers, and staff
who continuously strive
for excellence in educa-
tion,” said Principal Ben
Ibarra. “Our commitment
to fostering a college-go-
ing culture and providing
equitable access to AP
coursework remains un-
wavering. We firmly be-
lieve in every student’s
potential for success and
are committed to helping
them achieve it here in
Blanson.”

To qualify for the 2023
AP School Honor Roll,
schools must meet or ex-
ceed the criteria for a giv-
en recognition level for all
three metrics — College
Culture, College Credit,
and College Optimiza-
tion. In College Culture,
Blanson CTEHS scored

56% for a Silver score; in
College Credit, 27% for a
Bronze score; and in Col-
lege Optimization, 5% for
a Silver score, giving the
school an overall Bronze
Recognition status.

School Enrollment:
The school’s AP Coordina-
tor submitted the school-
level enrollment data in
AP Registration and Or-
dering and checked
against federal registrar
data from the National
Center for Education Sta-
tistics.

College Culture: Per-
cent of students in the
graduating class who took
an AP exam at any point
in high school, regardless
of score. To avoid pres-
sure on students to take
large numbers of APs,
only 1 AP exam per stu-
dent contributes to this
indicator.

College Credit: Percent
of students in graduating
class who scored 3+ on
any AP exam in high
school. To avoid pressure
on students to take large
numbers of APs, only 1
AP exam score of 3 or
higher per student con-
tributes to this indicator.

College Optimization:
Percent of students in the
graduating class who took
5 or more AP exams in
high school, where at
least 1 exam was taken in
9th or 10th grade. Be-
cause research finds that
6 or more APs do not im-
prove college graduation
rates beyond the optimal
total of 5 such courses in
high school, no exams be-
yond 5 per student con-
tribute to this indicator.
The Honor Roll also rec-
ognizes schools that en-
courage students earlier
on their AP journey to

keep them from overload-
ing them with AP cours-
es during their junior and
senior years.

AP Access Award: An
additional recognition is
given to schools when the
percentage of underrepre-
sented and/or low-income
students accessing the
school’s AP Program is
the same or greater than
the percentage in the
school’s graduating class.
School-level enrollment
for this award is sourced
from the National Center
for Education Statistics
using the most recent fi-
nalized data.

AP Access Award

In addition to achiev-
ing Bronze Distinction on
the AP School Honor Roll,
Blanson CTE High School
received the 2023 AP Ac-
cess Award. This award
acknowledges the school’s
steadfast commitment to
ensuring that AP course-
work is accessible to all
students, regardless of
their backgrounds or cir-
cumstances. The school
firmly believes every stu-
dent deserves the oppor-
tunity to pursue
advanced coursework and
strives to make this vi-
sion a reality.

“Blanson CTE High
School’s honor of the
Bronze Distinction is a re-
markable achievement
that reflects the excep-
tional education our stu-
dents receive,” said
Ibarra. “We are proud of
our steadfast commit-
ment to academic excel-
lence and equal access to
educational opportuni-
ties.”

Additional AP School
Honor Roll information
can be found on AP Cen-
tral.

Aldine ISD will hold an
Auxiliary Job Fair on
Thursday, Nov. 30 from 9
a.m. until noon at the
M.O. Campbell Educa-
tional Center (1865 Aldi-
ne Bender Rd)

The Job Fair is being
held to fill the following
positions:

Cafeteria specialists

Custodians

Ground crews

Bus drivers

Transportation me-
chanics

Painters

Roofers

Electricians

Carpenters

Plumbers

To learn more or to ap-
ply

Visit AldineISD.org/
jobs

Captions

Aldine ISD will hold an
Auxiliary Job Fair on
Thursday, Nov. 30.

Students Step Into Spotlight at
8th Annual AISD Theatre

Festival

More than 400 theater
students from elementa-
ry to high school partici-
pated in theater
workshops as well as per-
formance and technical
competitions. The 8th An-
nual Aldine ISD Theatre
Festival was held at
Carver High School, the
district’s Choice School
for the visual and per-
forming arts, in late Oc-
tober.

Superior Ratings in
Musical Performance

Carver HS

Solo — Majesty LeDet

Group — Kennadie
Amos, Tylan Brantley,
Tyler Brantley, Brittany
Cardona, Bailey Day, Lee
Fransaw, Cora Frazier,
Nazanine Graves, Jarey-
ohn Griffin, Desmond
Hampton, Tiana Jones,
Curniya Nickerson,
Christopher Pace, Mor-
gan Potts & Amayah
Watson

Solo — Alyssa Davis
Leonard

Duet — Devin Spear-
man & Krysta Thierry

Drew Academy

Group — Keneth &
Company

Solo — Johnny Kelly

Duet — Allen Hamp-
ton & Roma Velado

Group — Chamiyah
Pearson & Co

Hambrick Middle

Solo — Esli Cano

Eisenhower Ninth
Grade

P. Duran

M. Ramos

Superior Ratings in

Duet Acting
Carver HS

Emani Caston & Tre-
veon Green

Joseph Jack & Quinn
Guillory

Tiana Jones & Tyler
Brantley

Tiara Lawrence &
Jalen Watson

Trinity Jones & Sannia
Bell

Davis HS

Raven Washington &
Brianna Emilien

Hambrick MS

Melanie Garcia &
Miranda Garza

Jones MS

Miller & G

Nimitz HS

Ford & Johnson

Plummer MS

Lizama & Viser

Pace & Thomas

Superior Ratings in

Monologue
Aldine HS

Emily Escalante Reyes
Daylijah Monroe
Reina Zamudio
Carter Academy
Juan Cérdova
Jenesis Brown Lever
Zahniya Curtain
Jaime Figueroa
Carver HS

Hailey Gonzéalez
Kamiliyah Washington
Niya Kelly

Quinn Guillory
Rhegan Thompson
Sannia Bell

Traylee Ashley
Trinity Jones

Regee Shelby
Teshea Curry

Davis HS

Karen Singleton

V. Harrison

Davis Ninth Grade
Priscilla Luna
Drew Academy
Allen Hampton
Hambrick MS
Abizael Robles
Houston Academy
Dellivon F.

Aylen N.

Arianna M.

Sky H

Ryder J.

Summer H

Lewis Middle
Dakarai Smith
Nimitz HS

T. Richardson
Plummer MS
Jeysin Nanez

A. Lizama

D. Williams

S. Harris

Superior Ratings in

Group Acting
Hambrick MS

Esli Cano, Sofia Gonza-
les, Natalie Rodriguez &
Valeria Soto

Veronica Ariza, Jeffer-
son Chavez, Shelby Ro-
driguez, Bernardo Torres
& Daniel Venegas

Superior Ratings in
Technical Theater

Carver HS

Aniya (Costume Con)

Nevaeh (Lighting D)

Oriana Willis

Tray’Lee Ashley

Zariah Tatum

Tatiana Smith (SM)

Superior Ratings in Lip

Sync/Pantomime
Drew Academy

Solo — Jeremy Grego-
ry (Lip Sync)

Duet — Johnny Kelly
& Christopher Valdez
(Pantomime)

Houston Academy

Houston Academy JHA

Production (Lip Sync)

Plummer MS

Solo — Jenkins (Lip
Sync)

Callback Results (1st-
3rd Place)

Monologue Middle
School

1st Place — Abizael
Robles from Hambrick
Middle

2nd Place — D. Smith
from Lewis MS

3rd Place — Allen
Hampton from Drew
Academy

Monologue Elemen-
tary School

1st Place — Arianna
M. from Houston Acade-
my

2nd Place — Aylen N.
from Houston Academy

3rd Place — Jenesis
Brown Lever from Carter
Academy

Monologue High
School

1st Place — Kamiliyah
Washington from Carver
HS

2nd Place — E. Escal-
ante from Aldine HS

3rd Place — Hailey
Gonzélez from Carver HS

Duet Acting High
School

1st Place — Raven
Washington & Brianna
Emilien from Davis HS

2nd Place — Trinity
Jones & Sannia Bell from
Carver HS

3rd Place — Tiana
Jones & Tyler Brantley
from Carver HS

Musical High School

1st Place — Pace & Co
(Group) from Carver HS

2nd Place — P. Duran
from Eisenhower Ninth

Grade School
3rd Place — Majesty
Le’Det from Carver HS
Musical Middle
School

1st Place — Johnny
Kelly (Solo) from Drew
Academy

2nd Place — Chamiyah
Pearson & Co.( Group
Musical) from Drew

Academy
3rd Place — Allen
Hampton & Roma Velado

(Duet Musical) from
Drew Academy

Lip Sync/Panto-
mime Intermdiate

1st Place — Houston
Academy JHA Production

Lip Sync/Panto-
mime Middle School

1st Place — Jenkins
from Plummer MS

You can read the Northeast News curent and back
issues on our website: www.nenewsroom.com
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November is Native
American Heritage Month

Lone Star College-Montgomery
celebrates Native American
Heritage Month with monument

Lone Star College-Montgomery will unveil its Land Acknowledgment
Monument Nov. 29 at noon in the Garden Area. The event offers
attendees a glimpse into the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe culture, who
previously inhabited the land that now sits LSC-Montgomery.

HOUSTON (Nov. 24, 2023) — The United States of
America recognizes November as Native American
Heritage Month to honor the rich history and contribu-
tions of Native Americans.

“November heralds a season of celebration, recogni-
tion and the month when we honor Native American
Heritage,” said Carlecia Wright, LSC chief culture and
engagement officer. “Lone Star College delves into and
values the deep-seated traditions and significant
impacts of Native Americans on our community
through various educational enrichment events.”

Lone Star College-Montgomery Office of Culture
and Engagement will continue the celebration with its
Monument Unveiling Ceremony and Reception on Nov.
29 at noon in the Garden Area between Buildings E
and F.

“Lone Star College-Montgomery offers educational
opportunities that teach, learn and celebrate diverse
groups that reflect our growing community,” said De’
Reese Reid-Hart, Ed.D., LSC-Montgomery president.
“We invite everyone to join us as we recognize the rich
history and traditions of Native Americans who paved
the way for the college’s existence through reflection
and celebration.”

The LSC-Montgomery Monument Ceremony and
Unveiling Reception is part of the college’s Native
American Heritage Month Series. “Our Stories. Our
Nations.” The Land Acknowledgment Monument is a
collaboration between the LSC-Montgomery Multidis-
ciplinary Native American Employee Resource Group
and the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe in Livingston,
Texas. The purpose is to honor all Native American
people, particularly the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe,
who inhabited the land where LSC-Montgomery sits.

“We hope this event will mark the beginning of a
long-lasting partnership with the Alabama-Coushatta
Tribe,” said Kerri Steen, LSC-Montgomery lead of the
Native American Employee Resource Group. “Through
this partnership, we hope to share knowledge, resourc-
es and experiences that will benefit both Lone Star
College-Montgomery and the Alabama-Coushatta
Tribe.”

LSC-Montgomery’s land monument is a native
Texas Moss Rock boulder with a metal solar cross in a
circle, which is one of the most sacred symbols of
Native Americans that represents the sun, moon and
fire. Robby Wood, LSC-Montgomery art professor,
designed the cross and Anthony Bess, LSC-Montgom-
ery welding professor, created it.

The college will host members of the Alabama-
Coushatta Tribal Council and community who have
been key in developing this significant project. After
the unveiling ceremony, tribal members will provide a
glimpse into Alabama-Coushatta culture through a
dance and drumming performance in the college’s
Maverick Conference Center.

“The importance of honoring Native people runs
deeper than this one month of celebration and reflec-
tion,” said Yolanda Lopez, Ed.D., LSC-Montgomery
culture impact manager. “We have been working on
creating strong relationships across campus and with
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe to ensure we foster
spaces of open dialogue, understanding and collabora-
tion that are sustainable, mutually beneficial and long-
lasting.”

Visit LoneStar.edu/Culture-Montgomery for more
information on LSC-Montgomery’s Monument Unveil-
ing Ceremony and Reception or other Office of Culture
and Engagement campus events. Learn more about the
Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas at Alabama-
Coushatta.com.

Lone Star College enrolls over 80,000 students each
semester providing high-quality, low-cost academic
transfer and career training education. LSC is training
tomorrow’s workforce today and redefining the
community college experience to support student
success. Mario K. Castillo, J.D., serves as Chancellor of
LSC, the largest institution of higher education in the
Houston area. LSC has been named a 2023 Great
Colleges to Work For® institution by the Chronicle of
Higher Education and recognized by Fortune Maga-
zine and Great Place To Work® as one of this year’s
Best Workplaces in Texas™. LSC consists of eight
colleges, seven centers, eight Workforce Centers of
Excellence and Lone Star Corporate College. To learn
more, visit LoneStar.edu.

Cutline:

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

Abbott: Battle Continues Quver Vouchers

As time runs out next
week on the fourth special
session, Gov. Greg Abbott
said he will continue to
fight for school choice, de-
spite the Texas House once
again decisively rejecting it
when 21 Republicans large-
ly from rural districts
joined Democrats in strip-
ping it from a $7.6 billion
education bill. The Austin
American-Statesman re-
ported it is unclear what
Abbott’s next move will be.

“I will continue advanc-
ing school choice in the Tex-
as Legislature and at the
ballot box and will main-
tain the fight for parent
empowerment until all par-
ents can choose the best
education path for their
child,” Abbott said. “T am in
it to win it.”

However, Abbott has not
said whether he will call a
fifth special session. He has
previously said that he
would back primary oppo-
nents to those who reject-
ed the voucher plan.

“I don’t know whether
the Governor will call us
back for a 5th special ses-
sion or not,” state Rep.
Cody Harris, R-Palestine,
said in a Facebook post
Sunday. “Either way, I look
forward to the next time I
have the opportunity to
provide much needed
teacher pay raises, in-
creased funding for our lo-
cal schools, and parents
with the opportunity to
choose the system of educa-
tion they believe is best for
their child.”

The filing period for the
March primary is under-
way and ends Dec. 11

WIDESPREAD POWER
OUTAGES POSSIBLE THIS
WINTER

The agency in charge of
the state’s power grid is
warning that Texas could
face widespread power out-
ages this winter if temper-
atures plunge below
freezing for several days in
arow, as occurred last year.
The Electric Reliability
Council of Texas raised the
alarm after canceling a
plan to ask power plant op-
erators to reactivate some
closed natural gas and coal
plants. It received few of-
fers to do so, The Dallas
Morning News reported.

ERCOT is predicting a
14.4% chance of rolling
blackouts if the state expe-
riences a severe cold snap
such as occurred just before
last Christmas. Those

chances grow to 16.8% in
January, according to the
report.

“The resource mix that’s
changing on the grid isn’t
really helping to pick up
the growing peaks in the
winter,” ERCOT CEO Pab-
lo Vegas said in a recent in-
terview. “That’s why
there’s this growing risk
profile that we need to deal
with.”

Population and business
growth are the main driv-
ers of energy shortages on
the ERCOT grid, The News
reported.

After the February 2021
winter storm, the Legisla-
ture put in place weather-
ization standards for power
plants and is conducting
widespread inspections of
power plants to make sure
they are complying.

TEXAS STATE TO HOST
FIRST PRESIDENTIAL
DEBATE

The first presidential de-
bate for the 2024 general
election will be held at Tex-
as State University in San
Marcos, the Statesman re-
ported. The Sept. 16 debate
will be the first of four to
take place next year.

Kelly Damphousse,
president of Texas State
since July 2022, said he be-
lieves the university, with
nearly 39,000 students,
was chosen because of its
legacy with former Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson, who
graduated from there, and
its facilities.

“Texas State looks a lot
like the state of Texas de-
mographically. We are al-
most all Texas students
here, more than 95%,” he
told the Statesman. “And so
I think in many ways we
look like a great opportuni-
ty for them. Not just our
facilities, not just our cam-
pus, but just the entire sto-
ry must have looked
attractive to them.”

The debate will be held
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in the school’s event center,
the Strand Arena. Hun-
dreds of media outlets and
attendees are expected,
and Texas State has set
aside $5 million to prepare
for and run the debate.

MORE THAN 800,000
TEXAS CHILDREN LOSE
HEALTH CARE

Of the 1.4 million Tex-
ans who have lost health
coverage through either
Medicaid of the Children’s
Health Insurance Program,
58% — or 812,000 — are
children, The News report-
ed. This follows the end of
pandemic-era continuous
Medicaid renewals.

“We knew we were going
to have problems, to be can-
did. I'm sorry we’re seeing
the kind of numbers that
we're seeing,” said Steve
Love, president and CEO of
the Dallas-Fort Worth Hos-
pital Council. “This is going
to really exacerbate the
problems we already have
with the uninsured in Tex-
as.”

Nearly 70% of people
who lost Medicaid coverage
in Texas were booted off for
procedural reasons, such as
failing to return renewal
packet requests. The state
has the highest rate of un-
insured people in the coun-
try.

TEXAS LEADS NATION IN
ANNUAL JOB GROWTH
AGAIN

The state again reached
a record high nationally
with 14.536 million Texans
at work, according to the
Texas Workforce Commis-
sion. The state’s seasonal-
ly adjusted jobless rate
held steady at 4.1%.

“The Texas economy
continues to grow, and
there are nearly 480,000
job listings for individuals
with the right skills, which
TWC can help provide,”
TWC chairman Bryan
Daniel said.

The latest report marks
the 10th consecutive
monthly increase in jobs,
with the addition of 21,000
more Texans on payroll,
TWC reported.

WE'RE NUMBER ONE! IN
FERAL HOGS.

It likely comes as no sur-
prise to rural residents, but
even city dwellers are hav-
ing their yards and gardens
ravaged by feral hogs,
which have been reported
in 99.6% of Texas counties.
The only exception thus far
is El Paso County, accord-
ing to new data from the
University of Georgia.

Rounding out the top
five in sightings of the in-
vasive species are Georgia,
Florida, Mississippi and
Oklahoma. Feral hogs have
a high fertility rate and can
eat nearly anything.

Texas A&M researchers
have found a warfarin-
based toxicant that is effec-
tive in reducing the feral
pig population, but it is not
yet being widely used.
Hunting and trapping re-
main the most highly used
methods of eradication, but
so far the hogs are winning
the battle.

_'*—

THE

POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

A
Thanksgiving
Prayer

I have always liked Thanks-
giving.

I know its origins are dubi-
ous. I cringe a little when I think
about the construction paper
American Indian costumes and
the happy story I learned as a
child about that first Thanksgiv-
ing. I cringe a little more when
I read about people missing
their holiday meal so they can
work at retail jobs where cus-
tomers trample one another at
the store’s entrance to get in and
buy things. I don’t understand
this, I have to confess. I have
never been in such a hurry to
buy anything in my life.

But even if the mythology of
Thanksgiving is a little suspect
and the current traditions can
be a little crass, I like Thanks-
giving because I cannot dislike
aday dedicated to feeling thank-
ful.

My first Thanksgivings were
spent at the farmhouse where
my mother grew up. If I had to
put my finger on the moment
that made it Thanksgiving, I
would say it happened in the
stillness—after all the food had
been piled onto the big dining
room table, and grandma (for
just a moment) had her apron
off, and the cousins (for just a
moment) had been herded to-
gether into some sort of group,
and everyone (for the one and
only time all day) had fallen
more or less quiet. Then we
would sing the blessing. My
mother’s family had a lot of good
singers in it, sisters who played
the piano and sang harmony in
church. And so someone, an
aunt [ am sure, would begin:

“Be present at our table,
Lord.” We didn’t ask for help, or
intercession or forgiveness. We
just asked the God we believed
in to be there with us.

“Be here and everywhere
adored.” And not just with us.
We asked for God’s presence to
be everywhere it was welcomed.

“These mercies bless and
grant that we...” We asked for
all this abundance to be
blessed—everything on our ta-
ble and in our hearts, and ev-
eryone standing there beside us,
singing in the farmhouse. Then,
in my family, we concluded:

“May strengthened for Thy
service be.” L have since learned
there are several ways to finish
this prayer. The more common
ending is: “May live in fellow-
ship with Thee.” Some families
sing, “May feast in Paradise
with Thee.”

But my mother’s family was
a Swedish farming family, and
we asked for strength to keep on
working. Feasting in Paradise
might have been fine for some,
but that was a little more than
any of us could imagine. Asking
for strength so we could keep on
doing what we had been doing
seemed like a pretty safe bet
and, perhaps, not too much to
ask.

Then we sang “Amen,” and
we ate. There were many more
people than chairs, so the cous-
ins sat on the stairway, and the
aunts squeezed side by side on
the couch, and some uncles ate
standing up—despite my grand-
mother’s repeated warnings
that this would lead to fat feet.
And the table would be filled
with enough pies to nearly cov-
er its surface, served with
whipped cream and weak coffee.
And a cold wind would rattle the
last stubborn leaves hanging on
the trees, reminding us that
colder days were ahead.

And so, even though I am
many miles away from my fam-
ily and years away from that
farmhouse, I am going to sing
today.

“Be present at our table,
Lord,

Be here and everywhere
adored.

These mercies bless and
grant that we

May strengthened for Thy
service be.”

Because it's a simple request,
and a good one.

Till next time,

Carrie
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SEASON FOOTBALL WEEK 14

Alabama, Georgia meet for SEC title:
Texans host hot Broncos in rare 3 p.m. start

Two weeks ago, rookie QB
C.J. Stroud shook off a three-
interception day to lead the
Texans to a 21-16 home win
over Arizona to improve to 6-4
on the season and remain one
game behind Jacksonville in
the AFC South race. On
Sunday, the Texans host one
of the hottest teams in the
league when the Denver
Broncos come calling. Two
weeks ago, Denver defeated
Minnesota 21-20 at home to
win their fourth straight game.

Week 13 kicks off on
Thursday Night Football with
the Cowboys hosting Seattle.
Other key games this weekend
have the Dolphins visiting
Washington, San Francisco
visiting Philadelphiain a
rematch of last year's NFC title
game, Kansas City visits
Green Bay on Sunday Night
Football and a Joe Burrow-
less Bengals team plays at
Jacksonville on Monday Night
Football.

Before we take a look at
this weekend’s games, let's
review last week’s record. A
10-2 week upped the season
record to 82-40, 67%).

Now, onto this weekend’s
games.

NCAA

SEC title game, Alabama
vs. Georgia: This game pits
the two best teams in the SEC
and it should be a fun game to
watch. The Crimson Tide have
a dual-threat QB in Katy
Tompkin product Jalen Milroe
(2,267 passing yards, 19 TDs/
332 rushing yards, 12 TDs).
He will get a stern test from a
Georgia defense that is one of
the best in the county and
does an excellent job of taking
away opposing team’s best
offensive weapon. Saban
knows this and might feature
running back Jace McClellan

wO
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MIKE KEENEY

(737 yards, 6 TDs) to keep the
‘Dawgs defense on its heels.
Georgia is a special team led
by sophomore QB Carson
Beck (3,320 yards, 21 TDs).
He has his top weapon back in
tight end Brock Bowers (51
receptions, 660 yards, 6 TDs)
and a solid runner in Daijun
Edwards (725 yards, 10 TDs).
Georgia rises to the occasion
and while | think ‘Bama will be
in the game until late, look for
the Bulldogs to come up with
key defensive stop to win their
30th game in a row. My pick,
Georgia 26, Alabama 24

NFL

Seattle at Dallas: Both
teams will have three extra
days of rest having played on
Thanksgiving Day, as Dallas
hosted Washington and
Seattle hosted San Francisco.
Two weeks ago, the Cowboys
dominated Carolina on both
sides of the ball and left

Charlotte with a convincing 33-

10 win, while Seattle lost late
against the Rams, 17-16.
Dallas QB Dak Prescott (2,604
yards, 19 TDs) is having one
of the best years of his career,
as is wide receiver CeeDee
Lamb (74 receptions, 1,013
yards, 7 TDs). Look for the
Dallas defense to force Seattle
QB Geno Smith (2,404 yards,
12 TDs/7 interceptions) into
some mistakes as the
Cowboys win at home and set
their sights on their rematch
against Philly the following
week. My pick, Dallas 27,
Seattle 18

Los Angeles Chargers at
New England: Two of the
league’s most disappointing
teams meet in Foxborough on
Sunday. It's gotten so bad in
New England, that head coach
Bill Belichick’s job could very
well be in jeopardy. Think
about that, if one of the
greatest head coaches in NFL
history’s job is on the line,
what does that say for LA head
coach Brandon Staley whose
team continues to under-
achieve. LA has too many
good players to have a losing
record. Look for QB Justin
Herbert (2,609, 9 TDs),
running back Austin Ekeler
(396 rushing yards, 4 TDs/24
receptions, 254 yards, 1 TD)
and wide receiver Keenan
Allen (83 receptions, 1,011
yards, 7 TDs) to take their
frustrations out on Belichick’s
team on Sunday. My pick, Los
Angeles Chargers 31, New
England 16

Denver at Houston: Two
of the hottest teams in the NFL
meet on Sunday in arare 3
p.m. home start for the
Texans. Two weeks ago,
Houston held on for a 21-16
win over Arizona despite
Stroud’s (2,962 yards, 17 TDs)
three interceptions. Denver
won its fourth straight with a
21-20 win over Minnesota as
QB Russell Wilson threw the
game-winning touchdown with
63 seconds left in the game.
The Houston defense needs to
corral Wilson, who is having a
pretty good season under first-
year head coach Sean Payton.
Stroud will look to make more
plays in the passing game to
Nico Collins (43 receptions,

Letter to Santa

Dear Santa,

Letters can be mailed to Santa,
5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX. 77057
or e-mailed to nenewsroom@aol.com.

Letters must be received by
Dec. 9 for publication in
our Special Christmas Editions

696 yards, 4 TDS) and rookie
Tank Dell (42 receptions, 659
yards, 6 TDs). The running
game has improved behind
Devin Singletary (471 yards, 2
TDs). Look for the Texans to
pick up another home win as
they look to remain in the AFC
South race and the AFC Wild
Card race. My pick, Houston
23, Denver 20

Miami at Washington: The
Dolphins and their high-
powered offense visit a
Washington team that lost at
home two weeks ago to a two-
win Giants team. Things won't
get any easier on Sunday
when Tua Tagavailoa (2,934
yards, 21 TDs), Raheem
Mostert (691 yards, 11 TDs)
and Tyreek Hill (79 receptions,
1,222 yards, 9 TDs) come
calling. Washington has one of
the top passers in the NFL in
Sam Howell (3,038 yards, 18
TDs), but not much else. Look
for the Dolphins to roll come
Sunday. My pick, Miami 33,
Washington 16

San Francisco at
Philadelphia: The 49ers
return to Lincoln Field where
their season ended a year ago
at the hands of the Eagles in
the NFC title game. The 49ers
lost the game and QB Brock
Purdy (2,662 yards, 18 TDs) to
an elbow injury. Purdy is back,
as is running back Christian
McCaffrey (825 rushing yards,
9 TDs/43 receptions, 364
yards, 5 TDs), wide receiver
Brandon Aiyuk (43 receptions,
831 yards, 4 TDs) and tight
end George Kittle (43
receptions, 648 yards, 5 TDs).
SF will be out for revenge, but
they will face a tall task when
they face Jalen Hurts (2,497
passing yards, 15 TDs/345
rushing yards, 8 TDs), running
back D’Andre Swift (690 yards,
4 TDs) and wide receivers A.J.
Brown (68 receptions, 1,013
yards, 6 TDs) and Devonta
Smith (48 receptions, 632
yards, 4 TDs). The one thing
that might work in the 49ers
favor is the fact Philly is
coming off a game at KC, and
plays at Dallas in a week. Look
for the 49ers to help out the

Cowboys in the NFC East race
as they pull off the upset. My
pick, San Francisco 26,
Philadelphia 24

Kansas City at Green
Bay: The Chiefs visit Green
Bay on Sunday Night Football
looking to get into their annual
late-season roll. These two
teams met in the first Super
Bowl, with the Packers winning
in a 35-10 route against the
lesser AFL. KC has come a
long way since that game in
1967 and has won two Super
Bowls in the last four years
behind star QB Patrick
Mahomes (2,619 yards, 19
TDs) and tight end Travis
Kelce (64 receptions, 641
yards, 5 TDs). GB first-year
starting QB Jordan Love
(2,331 yards, 16 TDs/10
interceptions) has struggled at
times this year, but did lead
the Packers to a 23-20 win
over the Chargers two weeks
ago. The Chiefs are a lot
better than the Chargers and
will make that point painfully
apparent come Sunday night.
My pick, Kansas City 34,
Green Bay 20

Cincinnati at Jackson-
ville: Week 13 concludes on
Monday Night Football with the
beat up Bengals visiting the
Jaguars. Cinci will be without
starting QB Joe Burrow, who
sustained a ligament injury to
his throwing hand two weeks
ago in his team’s loss at
Baltimore. Jake Browning is
now the new starting QB for
the Bengals and he has some
weapons to help him out in
running back Joe Mixon (605
yards, 4 TDs) and wide
receiver Ja’Marr Chase (71
receptions, 833 yards, 6 TDs).
The Jags have a healthy QB in
Trevor Lawrence (2,382 yards,
11 TDs), a solid running back
in Travis Etienne (670 yards, 7
TDs) and a solid receiver in
Christian Kirk (52 receptions,
672 yards, 3 TDs). Look for the
Jags defense to force a
turnover or two from Browning
as Jacksonville continues the
Bengals woeful season. My
pick, Jacksonville 31,
Cincinnati 17

FOOTBALL
SCORES &
SCHEDULES

Football Playoffs

LAST WEEK'S

RESULTS

6A D1 PLAYOFFS
North Shore 45, Cy-Fair 9

6A D2 PLAYOFFS

Fort Bend Hightower 31, C. E.
King 28

THIS WEEK'S

SCHEDULE

6A D1 PLAYOFFS

North Shore (13-0) vs.
Atascocita (11-2), Saturday, Dec.
2, at 2 p.m., Pasadena Veterans
Memorial Stadium in Pasadena,
Texas. Call the GPISD Athletics
Office for more information at
832-386-4330.
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(This Ad is reduced in size. Your card will be twice as large— a Full Page)

We will publish your Card Ad in
our Christmas Editions
Dec. 12 and 19

For Details call 713-266-3444
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BIBLE TRIVIA 4. From John 6, what substance did Jesus miraculously

) walk upon? Sea, Fire, Clouds, Broken bones

By Wilson Casey 5. What did God call the firmament? Rapture,
- i i Armageddon, Passover, Heaven

1. Is the book of Revelation (KJV) in the Old or New 4 Erom Romans 6, what are the wages of sin? Riches,

Testament or neither? Eternal life, Death, Freedom
2. What method of death was for a man who

blasphemed the Lord’s name with a curse? Hanging,
Stoning, Starvation, Beaten

3. Who used handkerchiefs and aprons to heal the
sick and drive out demons? Jesus, Paul, Mark, Jeremiah

Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) Stoning, 3) Paul, 4) Sea, 5) Heaven, 5) Death
Sharpen your understanding of scripture with Wilson’s Casey’s latest
book, “Test Your Bible Knowledge,” available in bookstores and
online.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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THE ILLUSTRATED BIBLE

When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch
. Outinto the deep and let down your netsfor a catch.” But
N Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have
N\ toiled all ight and caught nothing; nevertheles
at Your word I will et down

the net.” And when they had
done this, they caught

» a great number of fish, and
= their net was breaking.

S0 LUKE 546

First Baptist Church North Houston

Where Jesus Has the Priority And Everyone is Welcome

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.
Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement,
Citizenship Classes & Parenting Programs

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Call: 281-799-9076

Text: 832-906-4214
marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @
\_ WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA )

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039 281-449-7201

© 2023 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.
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TRACTOR WORK  TRACTORWORK  TRACTOR WORK SERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
Tractor D 4 Backh — TEJ AS— NEWSPAPER INTERN AT A
ractor, Dozer and Backhoe MARKETING/SALES NEWSPAPER
TRANSMISSIONS PERSON

Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all
phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad
sales, record keeping, promotions.

Services
Call or text for Free Quote.

LONESTAR SITEWORKS

Houston's Only Standard &

Automatic Specialists Position available for AD SALES
FREE Computer Diagnostics representative. Experience helpful but
BBB not necessary. Possible to work from

Quality .
Since 1997 home. Suitable for Part Time, or Full

\Work!

Rating A+

832-530-0054

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Esparnol

Time. Commission plus. Send letter of
interest to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or
call 713-252-8000.

Send letter of interest to
grafikstar@aol.com

225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300
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When you call these Advertisers, this
Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase or not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.
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T D AYMENT INFORMATION CHANNEL
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CALL 713-
CHECK or VISA MASTERCARD AM EX 266_3444

TELEPHONE:

MAIL TO 5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057, or EMAIL:
nenewsroom@aol.com, or FAX TO 713-977-1188 or CALL 713-266-3444

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.
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HCC designated as National Center of
Academic Excellence in Cyber Defense

HOUSTON (Sept. 7,2023) — Houston
Community College (HCC) has been
designated as a Center of Academic Ex-
cellence in Cyber Defense (CAE-CE) by
the National Security Agency (NSA).

The designation through the 2028
academic year means that HCC is a
trusted institution for cybersecurity ed-
ucation and can help meet the increas-
ing demands for highly trained people
who can contribute to the protection of
the national information infrastruc-
ture. This is the second five-year peri-
od that HCC has held the prestigious
designation.

“A highly skilled cybersecurity work-
force is a strategic national security ad-
vantage,” said Renae Weathers, the
NSA’s National CAE program manag-
er. “The U.S. government will contin-
ue to invest in and enhance programs
that build the domestic talent pipeline,
from primary through postsecondary
education.”

“This redesignation is significant in
that it underscores the college’s com-
mitment to provide our students with
the high-level skills and knowledge
needed to succeed in fields like cyber-
security,” said Dr. Margaret Ford Fish-
er, HCC interim chancellor. “As the
demand for cybersecurity professionals
continues to grow, HCC is positioned
perfectly to help both government and
industry protect our nation’s cyber in-
frastructure.”

“Achieving and maintaining the
prestigious CAE-CD designation is
highly demanding due to its stringent
requirements around academic rigor,
institutional support, faculty and staff
credentials, student engagement, and

community involvement,” said Samir
Saber, dean of the Digital and Informa-
tion Technology Center of Excellence.

More than 600 students are current-
ly enrolled in HCC’s cybersecurity pro-
grams, said Dr. Fidelis Ngang, faculty
division chair. About 450 are pursuing
associate degrees and around 200 are
working toward certificates, he said.

HCC’s Security Operations Center at
the West Loop campus includes a sim-
ulated training lab where students
study using state-of-the-art equipment,
learning how to detect and defend
against simulated cyberattacks within
a controlled environment. Scenarios are
replayed and analyzed afterward as
concepts are taught.

“We will continue to invest in state-
of-the-art technology and laboratories
such as the Security Operations Cen-
ter,” said Dr. Madeline Burillo-Hopkins,
vice chancellor of Workforce Instruction
and president of HCC’s Southwest Col-
lege. “This will ensure HCC remains at
the forefront as a leader in cybersecu-
rity education and is developing the tal-
ent pipeline so critical to our country.”

According to Cyberseek, a cyber ca-
reer information organization, there are
over 660,000 current cybersecurity job
openings in the U.S., and employers are
struggling to find qualified workers.

“Students who complete an associate
degree or certificate in cybersecurity at
HCC are landing high-paying jobs right
out of the gate,” Dr. Ngang said.

For more information about HCC’s
cybersecurity program, please visit ht-
tps://www.hcces.edu/programs/areas-of-
S t u d y /
science-technology-engineering—math/
cyber-center.

Fourth Special Session Begins

The Fourth-Called Special Session of the Texas Legislature began on
Nov. 7 and must end on or before Dec. 7.

State leaders were unable to pass their stated priorities during the Third-
Called Special Session, causing the governor to call yet another session. The
agenda for the Fourth Special Session is nearly identical to the previous
one, including GOP priorities of passing anti-immigration laws and instat-
ing a voucher system that would undermine our neighborhood schools.

Rep Walle remains firm in his opposition to any voucher scam proposals,
and to any bills that raise questions about state government overreach into
federal jurisdiction, as well as irresponsible spending of taxpayer dollars
and violations of civil rights.

One Texas democratic lawmaker’s
harsh words for his state’s new hardline
immigration legislation | MSNBC

The Texas state government is on the verge of passing legislation that makes
it a crime for undocumented migrants to enter the state. It would be punishable
by up to six months in prison. Immigration advocates say that the law would lead
to racial profiling and discrimination against migrants. Texas State Represen-
tative Armando Walle was not afraid to call out his Republican colleagues over
the unjust nature of the legislation. He joins American Voices host Alicia Menen-
dez to discuss.

‘I would do it all over again:’ State Rep. Armando Walle of Houston
defends profanity-laced tirade about proposed immigration laws | Hous-
ton NPR

Walle said motions made to end debates about proposed laws, like the one
Harris made regarding House Bill 4 after nearly 50 proposed amendments had
been submitted, are rare at the state capitol.

“We use the process and the rules and parliamentary procedures to represent
our communities,” (Rep. Armando Walle) said. “When you limit debate, I think
the vast majority of people, whether they’re Democrats or Republicans or inde-
pendents, they believe that would be un-American. I was upset at the process.”
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