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The 2023 NFL season is
heading into the home stretch
as the calendar has turned to
December and a number of
teams are still alive in the
playoff hunt, just what the NFL
wants.

One of those teams is the
hometown Houston Texans who
despite losing a tough 24-21
decision to Jacksonville two
weeks ago at home, are very
much alive in the AFC Wild
Card race.

DeMeco Ryan’s’ team can
help their cause this Sunday
with a win against a struggling
New York Jets team at The
Meadowlands.

The AFC South is probably
out of reach for the Texans due
to their loss to the Jags. That
defeat left the Texans two
games behind in the division
with just five games left to play.
The Jags are rolling and could
cause trouble in the playoffs.

Although the Jets are having
a rough season, especially on

SEASON FOOTBALL WEEK 15

Texans look to remain in AFC Wild Card race against Jets:
Cowboys host Eagles in key NFC East game in prime time

offense, they are solid on
defense and will be ready for
rookie QB C.J. Stroud on
Sunday. The NY offense could
get a big boost if Aaron
Rodgers, their big acquisition in
the offseason, returns from the
Achilles injury he suffered on
his fourth play as a Jet. If I’m
New York management, I would
hold the future Hall of Famer
out for the remainder of the
season because the Jets aren’t
going to the playoffs and if
Rodgers reinjures his Achilles,
he might be gone for next
season as well.

While the Texans hit the
road to New Jersey, the Dallas
Cowboys host the Philadelphia

Eagles in a key NFC East game
on Sunday Night Football. Like
the Texans, the Cowboys
chances of winning the division
are slim, but a win over their
heated rivals would do a lot for
their confidence down the
stretch and could position them
as the fifth seed in the NFC
playoffs.

But it won’t be easy. Two
weeks ago, the Eagles
overcame a 10-point halftime
deficit (they trailed at KC 17-7
on Nov. 20 before rallying for a
21-17 win) to defeat a game

Vice President Kamala Harris spoke at a
Congressional Hispanic Caucus Forum at the Hardy
Senior Center in ALdine.
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Holds Forum discussion at Hardy Senior Center with Hispanic Caucus
East Aldine
Tree Lighting
Friday, Dec. 8

The East Aldine
District invited
everyone to “Light Up
the Season with Us” at
the Annual Tree
Lighting Ceremony
and related events, on
Friday evening,
December 8th from
6pm to 9pm at the
East Aldine Town
Center, in front of the
Amphitheatre.

Enjoy free food,
tamales, hot chocolate,
pan dulce, Camel
Rides, a Petting Zoo,
and Aztec Dancers.

Special Appearances
by SANTA & MRS.
CLAUS, and the
Gingerbread Man.

Sponsored by the
East Aldine District,
BakerRiipley, Harris
County Sheriff’s Office,
Lone Star College East
Aldine, and P-Tech
Avalos High School.

Kamala Harris touts
White House record

ALDINE – Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris visit-
ed Houston on Monday,
speaking at a Forum held
at the Harris County Har-
dy Senior Center in Aldi-
ne. She pitched Latino
Texans  on  the  White
House’s record of advoca-
cy for them, as President
Joe Biden prepares to face
voters again next year.

Several hundred invited
guests listened to the Fo-
rum speakers, which last-
ed for over 30 minutes
before Harris left for a
fund raiser in Houston.

“We are living in a mo-
ment where there is a full-
on attack on hard-won
freedoms and rights,” Har-
ris said, addressing the
challenges ahead. “In the
next 11 months, we’ve got

a lot of work to do to make
true the promise of who we
are as America.”

Harris spoke as part of
a moderated conversation
with U.S. Reps. Sylvia

Garcia, D-Houston, and
Nanette Barragán, D-Ca-
lif., chair of the Congres-
sional Hispanic Caucus.
Harris attended a Biden
campaign fundraiser after-

ward.
Harris specifically tout-

ed the administration’s ef-
f o r t s  t o  h e l p
minority-owned business-
es, saying she and Biden

“understand the history of
disparity.” She noted the
White House has commit-
ted to a 50% increase in
federal contracts for such
businesses and has invest-
ed $12 billion in communi-
ty lenders to expand access
to capital for entrepre-
neurs.

But Harris also spoke
more broadly about what
she called an “intentional
full-on attack” against peo-
ple’s rights, including the
U.S. Supreme Court’s over-
turning of Roe v. Wade last
year. She harshly criticized
states like Texas that after
the ruling instituted abor-
tion bans without excep-
tions for rape victims.

“The idea that after
someone has survived a
crime of violence to their
body, a violation of their

Vice President Kamala Harris, at right,  participates in Congressional Hispanic Caucus event at Hardy Senior Center
in Aldine. At left, US Congresswomen Sylvia Garcia, and Nanette Barragan, chair. Also participating with opening
remarks were Mayor Sylvester Turner, and Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo.

East Aldine holds Papel Picado workshop
Traditional Mexican art form will be used
on Proposed Town Center Sculpture

EAST ALDINE – The EA District held a workshop
last Saturday, November 18 at their offices, to learn
about the traditional Mexican decorative craft known
at Papel Picado (English: Confetti).

About 25 participants under the direction of Houston
artists Guadalupe Hernandez learned the history of the
craft, and then took their turn at actually making the
art forms on paper cut-outs. The resultant art piece re-
sesmbles a paper doily, embellished with the images of
the creative artist. These can be geometric shapes, or
lifelike images, or whatever the artist chooses.

The result is an embroidered lace-like surface. The
participants also got a view of the new proposed Monu-
ment to be erected in the roundabout in front of the East
Aldine offices. It is expected that the obelisk will be em-
bellished with the same type of Papel Picado design.

Participants show their artwork. The paper cutouts are made with a
hammer and punches, over a receiving block.
MORE PICTURES ON PAGE 2

The workshop lasted several hours,
and included the cultural history,
art techniques and images, and
finally a hands-on exercise ABOVE.

Tuesday, Nov. 7 marked the 2023 Texas General Election. Of the 14 Constitutional Amend-
ments offered on the ballot, several key proposals passed. Rep. Walle was the Texas House
author on Proposition 14, which establishes the Centennial Parks Conservation Fund for the
acquisition and development of state parks across the state. The proposition passed with over-
whelming support.

“The Centennial Parks Conservation Fund has passed into law,” Rep. Walle said. “Texas
voters overwhelmingly supported our effort to invest in the growth of state parks for genera-
tions to come. Thank you to all of our partners and supporters!”

Additionally, Texas voters also approved propositions to increase the homestead exemp-
tion, provide retired teachers a cost-of-living adjustment and establish the Texas University
Fund to invest in schools like the University of Houston. In Harris County, the bond election
to fund a new hospital and improve health services also passed.

Rep. Walle and son at Lake Livingston State Park last summer

Centennial Parks Conservation Fund
Passes With Overwhelming Support
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CALL
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COMMUNITY
WATCHbody, that they would be

told, ‘And you have no
right to make a decision
about what happens to
your body next’ — it’s im-
moral,” Harris said. “It’s
immoral.”

The conversation was
introduced by  Harr is
County Judge Lina Hidal-
go, who spoke about her
recent struggles with men-
tal health and the stigma
attached to it, especially in
the Latino community.
Hidalgo took a nine-week
leave of absence earlier
this year to check herself
into an inpatient treat-
ment center in Ohio.

“It’s just something we

don’t talk about in our cul-
ture, but that doesn’t mean
it’s not happening,” Hidal-
go said.

Hidalgo said Harris con-
tacted her while she was
receiving treatment and
was “such a source of sup-
port for me.”

The event took place at
Hardy Senior Center in
Garcia’s district, one of the
most heavily Hispanic con-
gressional districts in the
country.

Harris headed to a pri-
vate residence afterward
for the fundraiser, which
was also attended by her
husband, Doug Emhoff, as
well as Hidalgo and Hous-

VP Harris in Aldine,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ton Mayor Sylvester Turn-
er. According to a pool re-
port, Emhoff paid homage
to famous Texas Demo-
crats and alluded to the
decades-long Republican
control of the state.

“We will never give up
on Texas,” Emhoff said.

Harris’ visit comes as
the Biden campaign works
to shore up Latino support
ahead of a potential re-
match against former
President Donald Trump
next year. In Texas, Re-
publicans have been mak-
ing an aggressive push to
win over more Hispanic
voters, particularly in
South Texas.

East Aldine holds Papel
Picado Workshop,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Workshop participants show their artwork. Patterns could be either traditional or personal by the artist.

East Aldine board chairman Carlos Silva holds a punch, while one of the boys hammers the top to make a hole in
the paper.

The Papel Picado technique relies on simple tools: heavy paper, punches,
and a hammer. The result is a very satisfying lace-like embroidered art
piece.

HARRIS COUNTY – A
suspect who authorities
said refused to stop and led
law enforcement on a
chase has crashed on the
Hardy Toll Road in north
Harris County. Two vehi-
cles were mangled in the
wrong-way chase crash on
Friday.

According to the Harris
County Pct. 4 Constable
Mark Herman, the driver
refused to stop when au-
thorities tried to pull him
over and led them on a
chase. Authorities said the
chase happened around
the 1600 block of Louetta
Road and made its way on
to the Hardy Toll Road.

The constable’s office
said the suspect was driv-

Driver being chased by deputies
crashes wrong-wayon Hardy Toll Road

The two vehicles on the Hardy Toll Road were totally mangles in this
Wrong-Way chase.

ing the wrong way down
the highway. He eventual-
ly lost control and crashed
near E. Airtex Drive. The
driver reportedly had a flat
tire but still refused to stop
before the crash near Rich-
ey at about 3 p.m.

There is no word wheth-

er anyone was injured.
The constable’s office

said the northbound lanes
of the Hardy Toll Road
were shut down. Hardy
Toll Road northbound re-
opened hours after chase
crash.

HOUSTON — One per-
son was killed after a high-
speed chase involving
several teenagers ended in
a crash in northwest Harris
County on Saturday, De-
cember 2, according to po-
lice.

The Houston Police De-
partment said officers saw
a vehicle full of teens driv-
ing recklessly and attempt-
ed to pull them over at about
12:43 a.m. near Rankin and
Kuykendhahl.

Investigators said the
group refused to stop and
initiated a high-speed chase
reaching up to 80 mph.
Chief Chandra Hatcher
added that at some point,
the suspects turned off their
headlights in an attempt to
escape officers.

About three minutes into

the chase, the driver went
through the intersection of
Veterans Memorial Drive
near Bammel North Hous-
ton Road, hitting two other
vehicles.

Three of the teenage sus-
pects were taken to the hos-
pital and are expected to be
OK.One of the teenagers
was trapped inside the ve-
hicle and died at the scene,
according to police.

Investigators believe all

of the people inside the sus-
pects’ vehicle were about 16
and 17 years old.

One innocent person in-
volved in the wreck was tak-
en to hospital in stable
condition.

“It’s holiday season, one
suspect here who’s deceased
- prayers to family - we don’t
know what was going on,
who was in the car just yet,
or why they fled,” Hatcher
said.

High-speed chase involving several
teens ends in crash; one dead

AIRLINE LIBRARY NEWS
Bilingual Tots
We’ll read stories, sing

songs, and use our hands
(for fingerplays) to help toddlers
build their early literacy skills.
This program is appropriate for
children ages 18 months to 3
years old. Monday, Dec. 4, 11 -
11:45am.

Leeremos historias,
cantaremos canciones y
usaremos nuestras manos (para
juegos con los dedos) para
ayudar a los niños pequeños a
desarrollar sus habilidades de
alfabetización temprana. Este
programa es apropiado para
niños de 25 meses a 3 años.

Bilingual Story Time/
Tiempo de cuentos Bilingue

You’re invited to attend Story
Time every Tuesday at 11 am.
Story Time is a great way for
children to build early literacy
skills with stories, rhymes
and songs. Parents are
encouraged to participate by
sitting with children and singing
(and learning!) new songs.
Children of all ages are
welcome!

¡Estás invitado a asistir a
tiempo de cuentos cada martes a
las 11 am. Tiempo de cuentos es
una excelente manera para que
los niños desarrollen habilidades
de alfabetización temprana con
libros, rimas y canciones.
Animamos a los padres a
senterse con los niños y canten
las canciones con nosotros.¡Los
niños de todas las edades son
bienvenidos!

Apprenda Computers &
Tech

Limited space/ Espacio
limitado

Pre-registrese aquí: https://
forms.office.com/r/rTQyUGd1Yy

* Important- Instructions are
in Spanish language; Software
(Windows OS, Office 365,
Google) apps are all in English
language.

Nivel -1 Habilidades
Esenciales- Martes- 5:00 PM
6:45 PM: Computer Essential
Skills (Spanish computer class)

- Aprenderá a como obtener
las habilidades esenciales sobre:
Navegación con Windows,
navegacion por Internet  e
interface, tipos de navegadores,
consejos de seguridad, correo
electrónico e interface, y otros
temas  relacionados a la
tecnología con enfoque para
empleos y uso personal en un

nivel para pricipiantes

Para los Ninos
Thursday, Dec. 7, 5-6:45pm
The Children’s Museum of

Houston has prepared workshops
for your local library! Each
workshop includes learning
activities to use at home related to
the theme of the week. For parents
and children ages 8 and younger
(and siblings too!)

Apprenda Computers & Tech
Limited space/ Espacio limitado
Pre-registrese aquí: https://

forms.office.com/r/rTQyUGd1Yy
* Important- Instructions are in

Spanish language; Software
(Windows OS, Office 365, Google)
apps are all in English language.

Nivel -1 Habilidades Esenciales-
Jueves - 5:00 a 6:45
PM: Computer Essential Skills
(Spanish computer class)

- Aprenderá a como obtener las
habilidades esenciales sobre:
Navegación con Windows,
navegacion por Internet  e
interface, tipos de navegadores,
consejos de seguridad, correo
electrónico e interface, y otros
temas  relacionados a la
tecnología con enfoque para
empleos y uso personal en un nivel
para pricipiantes

Teen Thursdays
Teen Thursdays at Aldine

Branch Library are a fun, safe
environment for teens ages (12-
18) to hang out after school! Join us
as we play games, watch anime,
and hang out! Thursday, Dec. 7,
3:30 - 5:30pm.

Para los Ninos
Each workshop includes

learning activities to use at home
related to the theme of the week.

For parents and children ages
8 and younger (and siblings too!).
Saturday, Dec. 2, 10-11:30am

Polling Location: Joint Runoff
Location

The City of Houston, Texas, will
conduct a Runoff Election (the
“Election”) on Saturday, December
9, 2023, between the hours of 7
a.m. and 7 p.m., at which there will
be elected the following officers of
the City of Houston:

MayorCouncil Member, District
DCouncil Member, District GCouncil
Member, District HCouncil Member,
At-Large Position 1Council Member,
At-Large Position 2Council Member,
At-Large Position 3Council Member,
At-Large Position 4City Controller

All Election Day Vote Centers

are open to all eligible voters in
Harris County.

Election Day Vote Centers
are open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.Phone:
713-755-6965Fax: 713-755-
4983Email:
voters@harrisvotes.comCurrent
Election Day polling location
information is available at:

Harris
County: www.harrisvotes.com —
Harris County voting centers —
www.harrisvotes.com/Vote-
Centers

Adult Volunteers
Would you like to be a part of

making an impact on people’s
lives? Are you looking for a
meaningful way to spend your
time? We are looking for adult
volunteers to help with tasks and
programs at the library as well as
volunteers to teach English
language classes, citizenship
classes, or computer classes in
person and virtually. Pick up an
application at the Aldine Branch
Library, call 832-927-5410, or
click here: https://
forms.office.com/r/qSzMSpi-
aTL.

Passport Services
Do have plans to travel out of

the country for the holidays? You
need to get your passport in
order NOW! Current routine
processing is estimated at 10
weeks and expedited processing
time is estimated at 7 weeks.
You can make an appointment
for passport services at Aldine
Branch - https://www.hcpl.net/
services/passport-services.

Our passport hours -
Mondays and Wednesdays
12pm - 5pm; Tuesdays and
Thursdays 12pm - 7pm;
Saturdays 10am - 12pm and 2pm
- 4pm - Appointments required.
We also have walk-in service
from 2-4pm on Fridays on a first
come first served basis. Those
wishing to get a passport
executed must have all
necessary documents, photos,
copies, and required people
present with them to be added
on the list to be seen. Sign-in
starts at 1pm.

Michelle Pichon
Library Program Specialist
Harris County Public

Library
Aldine Branch Library
11331 Airline Dr.
Houston, TX 77037
832-927-5410
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On Thursday, Nov. 9,
Aldine ISD’s Carter Acad-
emy was awarded the Best
Visual and Performing
Arts Award presented by
Magnet Schools of the Mid-
S o u t h  ( M S M S )  a t
the conference held in Gar-
land.

The MSMS-held confer-
ence awarded various
magnet schools in Arkan-
sas, Colorado, Louisiana,
Mississippi, New Mexico,
Oklahoma and Texas, on
their ability to implement
programs into their curric-
ulum, and were judged on
student gain within said
programs. In order to have
the campus qualify for an
award, the school had to
have implemented the pro-
gram being judged for at
least one full academic
year.

The awards competition
was designed to recognize
schools at the regional lev-
el that exhibit inclusion of
diversity, program sus-
tainability, thematic im-
plementation, innovative
activities, community en-
gagement, effective mar-
keting, and professional

Aldine ISD’s Carter Academy
Wins Best Visual and
Performing Arts Award

development.
It  is  through these

guidelines that Carter
Academy was awarded the
Best Visual and Perform-
ing Arts school amongst
the other schools.

“The visual and per-
forming arts are vital com-
p o n e n t s  o f  C a r t e r
Academy,” said Carter
Academy Principal Cindy
Buentello. “They support
the cognitive, emotional,

social, and physical devel-
opment of our students
during this foundational
stage of their education.”

Campus awards such as
these are the types of high-
lights Aldine looks to
showcase. Preparing stu-
dents for their futures,
while also showing how
important the arts are in
curriculum, are both val-
ues held within Aldine
ISD.

On Saturday, Nov. 18,
Aldine ISD’s Family and
Community Engagement
(FACE) and Health De-
partments, in collabora-
tion with Equality Health
Foundation and Communi-
ty Health Choice, held the
third annual Healthy Fall
Festival and Turkey Give-
away from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. at the M.O.
Campbell Center.

The Healthy Fall Festi-
val was a festive kickoff to
the holiday season, cen-
tered around gratitude and
Thanksgiving. The event
featured a range of health
services, including free im-
munizations, vaccines, flu
shots, informative health
education sessions, health
screenings and diabetes
testing, as well as a wealth
of community resources
and information from more
than 50 community part-
ners.

In addition to the health
resources, families took
part in a Healthy Bag
Giveaway, raffles and a va-
riety of fresh fruits and
produce each accompanied
by a frozen turkey (while
supplies lasted).A total of
1,000 turkeys were distrib-
uted, and more than 2,500
families attended the
event.

Aldine ISD Partners with
Equality Health Foundation to
Hand Out Turkeys and
Resources for the Community

The event was a success
thanks to the work of Al-
dine ISD’s FACE and
Health departments, spon-
sors, community partners,
volunteers, including State
Reps Charles Cunningham
and Armando Walle, Aldi-
ne ISD Trustees and staff
members.

To round out the event,
entertainment was provid-

ed by student performanc-
es from Reece Academy
Strings and Carver High
School Orchestra Ensem-
ble.

Events such as these are
one of several ways FACE
looks to empower and as-
sist the Aldine communi-
ties.  To keep track of
upcoming FACE events.

You can read the Northeast News curent and back
issues on our website: www.nenewsroom.com

District Students Show
Dramatic Flair at the 2023
Texas Thespians State Festival

50 AISD theater stu-
dents will advance to the
national competition in
June 2024 in Bloomington,
IN.

Aldine ISD theater stu-
dents attended the Texas
Thespians State Festival,
which has grown so much
in numbers that there
were two festivals to ac-
commodate everyone. Most
of the AISD high schools
that took part attended the
festival held November 15-
18, 2023, at the Gaylord
Texan Resort Convention
Center in Grapevine, TX.
Eisenhower HS participat-
ed in the festival Novem-
ber 10-13 at the Henry B.
González Convention Cen-
ter in San Antonio. Each
year, the Texas Thespians
organization hosts a state-
wide event, one of the larg-
e s t  a n n u a l  t h e s p i a n
festivals, where students
and their troupe directors
celebrate theater every-
where. At this year’s festi-
val, over 10,000 theater
students from across the
state attended to compete
in performance and techni-
cal divisions.

Opportunities for Stu-
dents

The festival gives stu-
dents opportunities to per-
form and earn recognition.
Activities include:

Workshops
Main Stage performanc-

es
Play marathons
College auditions
Performance competi-

tions
Technical competitions
Nationally acclaimed

guest speakers
Opportunities to ad-

vance to the International
Thespian Society National
Festival

The sessions and work-
shops help young thespi-
ans develop their acting
and technical  theater
skills.

Aldine ISD has 50 stu-
dents advancing to the na-
tional competition. Carver
High School, an Aldine
ISD Choice School, led
with 27 students headed to
nationals, followed by
Davis HS with 11, Nimitz
HS with six, Aldine HS
with three, MacArthur HS
with two, and Eisenhower
HS with one.

The International Thes-
pian Festival (national
event) is set for June 23-
28, 2024, and will take
place in Bloomington, IN.

A Mainstage Finalist
means students received
perfect scores, and their IE
(individual event) was
showcased for all thespi-
ans at the closing ceremo-
n i e s .  A  M a i n s t a g e
Callback means the scene
received a perfect score
from the judges. A College
Callback means that the
representative for a col-
lege’s fine arts/theater pro-
gram was impressed and

would like to see or hear
more from the student to
be considered for admis-
sion.

Over 400 troupes and
10,000 students were rep-
resented at the festival,
and Carver High School
was among the 39 honor
troupes. Texas Thespians
Honor Troupe distinction
recognizes troupes for
their tremendous work on
and off stage in their
school and communities.

Aldine ISD National
Qualifiers — Superior Rat-
ings

Aldine High School
Monologue — Emily

Reyes
Monologue — Jesse Riv-

era
Solo Dance — Juliette

Martínez
Carver High School
Monologue (Plays: The

Colored Museum & Pipe-
line)— Kamiliyah Wash-
i n g t o n  …  M a i n s t a g e
Finalist*

Duet Acting (Play: Pipe-
line) — Ivan Davidson &
Aja WhiteGroup Musical
(Musical: Hairspray) —
Kennadie Amos, Tylan
Brantley, Tyler Brantley,
Brittany Cardona, Bailey
Day, Lee Fransaw, Cora
Frazier, Nazanine Graves,
Jareyohn Griffin, Des-
mond Hampton, Tiana
Jones, Curniya Nickerson,
Christopher Pace, Morgan
Potts, Na’Leeyah Tatum &
Amayah Watson … Main-
stage Callback*

Duet Musical (Play:
Head Over Heels)— Alys-
sa Dorsey & Takera Swain
… Mainstage Callback*

Group Dance (Play:
F o o t l o o s e ) —  F a i t h
Bumper, Shanya Howard
& Camron Lettries …
Mainstage Callback*

Theatrical Marketing
(Play — Summer: The
Donna Summer Musical)
— Tray’Lee Ashley

Lighting Design (Play
— Summer: The Donna
Summer Musical) — Ne-
vaeh Law

Stage  Management
(Play — The Bluest Eye) —
Tatiana Smith

Carver juniors Alyssa
Dorsey and Ivan Davidson
and seniors Nevaeh Law,
Camron Lettries, Christo-
pher Pace, Takera Swain,
and Kamiliyah Washing-
ton auditioned for college
theater programs. They
received a combined total
of 80 College Callbacks.

Davis High School
Duet Acting (Musical:

Purlie) — Karen Singleton
& Deshaun Young

Group Acting (Play: To
be Young, Gifted, and
Black) — Brianna Emilien,
Calen Johnson, Raven
Washington & Khalijah
Williams

Group Acting (Play: The
Women of Troy) — Joyous
Feagins, Suyai Gallegos,
Samantha Gilay, Haley

Griffin & Priscilla Luna
Eisenhower  High

School
Hair & Makeup — Mad-

alin Carillo
M a c A r t h u r  H i g h

School
M o n o l o g u e  [ P l a y s :

Women of Lockerbie & The
Monologue Show (From
Hell)] — Brandon Hernán-
dez

Monologue (Plays: Tro-
jan Women & Women of
Lockerbie) — Jacquelyn
Lozoya

Nimitz High School
Monologue — Mercedes

Gutiérrez Díaz
Duet Acting — Moriah

Ford & Cherish Johnson
Duet Acting — César

Carreón & Chasin Cloud
Stage Management —

Stephanie Romero
Excellent Ratings
Carver High School
Costume Construction

(Play: Summer: The Don-
na Summer Musical) —
Aniya Webster

Davis High School
Duet Acting (Play: To be

Young, Gifted, and Black)
— Jeremiah Bell & Jene-
sis Younger

Eisenhower Ninth
Grade College Prep

Solo Musical ( Musical:
Beetlejuice: Dead Mom) —
Paola Durán

Costume Design (Musi-
cal: The Phantom of the
Opera) — Stephanie Mar-
tínez

Duet Acting (Play: Gid-
ion’s Knot) — Jamesia
Henderson & Patricia
Martínez

M a c A r t h u r  H i g h
School

Stage  Management
(Play: Chicago: The Musi-
cal) — Joscelin Lozoya

Duet Acting (Play: Al-
most, Maine) — Ann Th-
ompson & Alana Vaughn

P l a y w r i t i n g  ( P l a y :
Criminality) — Génesis
Rodríguez

Nimitz High School
M o n o l o g u e  ( P l a y s :

R a s h e e d a  S p e a k i n g /
Madea) — Taysha Rich-
ardson

Monologue (Plays: What
I Want to Say but Never
Will/I Don’t Want to Talk
About It)  — Reyleigh
Freed

Monologue ( Plays: The
Insanity of Mary Girard/
Don’t Want to Talk About
It) — Catalina Watson

School Theater Direc-
tors

Aldine HS — Walter
Lane & Maia Wiggin-
sCarver HS — Roshunda
Jones-Koumba & Jabari
CollinsDavis HS — Roenia
Thompson & Cliff D. Alex-
anderEisenhower Ninth
Grade — Kristin Wilso-
nEisenhower HS — Heidi
Rouse Bryant & Aaron
RouseMacArthur HS —
Scott Reeves and Rob Con-
nickNimitz HS — Kimber-
ly J. Ardison & Jerra
Gentry
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

✯

A House Divided A Few
Words

We had dinner with friends
last night.

There is nothing unusual
about that, except these were
all people I did not know; peo-
ple my husband, Peter, had
met while taking his daily
hike in Mexico.

This was not the first gath-
ering of Peter’s friends we’ve
had. My self-professed intro-
vert of a husband has become
something of a social butter-
fly outside of the U.S. He goes
to the same botanical nature
reserve to hike every day and
he meets new people and
forms new friendships. Peter
still professes to be a shy per-
son. He is not.

But last night was particu-
larly special because these
were not visiting Americans or
Canadians or even Norwe-
gians—all of whom Peter has
met and introduced me to.
These friends were the Mexi-
can employees of the nature
reserve.

We invited them over to our
hotel, which usually serves
only breakfast and lunch. But
our kind host, Jorge, insisted
they would love to serve din-
ner to us, and they put togeth-
er a feast. The temperature
was cool, but everyone brought
a coat (they know the climate,
after all). There was a tasty
appetizer and fish tacos and a
chocolate mousse for dessert,
and it was a perfect night—in
spite of the fact that Peter re-
ally speaks no Spanish at all,
I only speak a little, and three
of our four guests spoke either
very little English or none at
all.

It helped that there was
one truly bilingual person.
Emiliano is only 18, but he
speaks excellent English, and
when conversation got com-
pletely gummed up, he would
sort things out. But it was as-
tonishing how few words we
needed to have a good conver-
sation.

I  am all  about words.
Words are what I do, so I am
used to thinking that having
precisely the right word is im-
portant. And sometimes it is.
But there are many ways to
say the same thing, and a few
hand gestures, a facial expres-
sion, maybe a moment of pan-
tomime, and the missing word
can be guessed, and the con-
versation can continue. Most
of the time, Emiliano didn’t
have to bail us out at all.

What did we talk about for
this two-hour dinner? We
talked about our families, of
course. We talked about what
Emiliano was going to study
at college (he still doesn’t
know). We talked about this
town and the celebrations that
had just passed and the cele-
brations that were about to be-
gin. Peter asked if anyone had
pets, and Marcela laughed and
said she had 11 dogs.

“You have 11 dogs?” I asked
Marcela in Spanish, sure I
must have misunderstood.

She nodded and laughed
again. “And three cats! All
from the streets.”

And all the while, I wished
I had a few more words. I
wished I could understand just
a bit better. I no longer care if
I use the wrong form of a verb,
or forget a word, or say some-
thing embarrassing. It makes
no difference at all. What I
care about, more than ever, is
being able to understand these
people—my new friends.

We said goodnight. Marce-
la gave me a headband and a
pair of fingerless gloves she
knit herself. Peter said he
would see them all the next
morning at the nature reserve.
Jorge was pleased that the
dinner went well, and took
some pictures of the beautiful
meal to put on his website.

It was a wonderful night
and, for a person who is al-
ways trying to find the best
words, a reminder of how
much can be said using very
few words at all.

Till next time,
Carrie

Texas Supreme Court Hears
Abortion Ban Challenge

The Texas Supreme Court
heard oral arguments last
week in a case that could de-
cide whether medical excep-
tions to the state’s abortion
ban are written clearly enough
to protect pregnant women
who face serious health risks,
the Austin American-States-
man reported.

The 22 plaintiffs include
women who contracted sepsis
while waiting to terminate a
nonviable pregnancy, and
women who traveled hundreds
of miles for abortions of a non-
viable twin in order to protect
the healthy fetus. An attorney
for the plaintiffs argued the
vague language in the law has
left doctors unable or unwill-
ing to perform abortions.

An attorney for the state ar-
gued the law is clear and that
doctors are responsible for de-
nying abortions allowed dur-
ing medical emergencies.

“Some of these women ap-
pear to have fallen within the
exception but their doctors still
said no. That’s not the fault of
the law, that’s a decision of the
doctor,” Beth Klusmann, assis-
tant solicitor general, said.

An opinion in the case is
likely to take several months.

B O R D E R  C A R  C H A S E S
L E D  T O  7 4  D E A T H S  I N
T W O  Y E A R S

At least 74 people have
been killed and 189 injured
during high-speed car chases
near the U.S.-Mexico border
s i n c e  G o v .  G r e g  A b b o t t
launched Operation Lone Star,
a multi-billion dollar border
security initiative, according
to a report published by Hu-
man Rights Watch, a nonprof-
it agency.

The group analyzed data
obtained from the Texas De-
partment of Public Safety from
March 2021, when Operation
Lone Star began, through July
2023. It indicates more than
two-thirds of vehicle pursuits
conducted in the state during
that period occurred in the 60
counties involved in Operation
Lone Star.

“Operation Lone Star puts
undue pressure on law en-
forcement to chase cars, some-
times with very little basis,
resulting in deaths of drivers,
passengers, and even bystand-
ers,” said Norma Herrera, a
Texas-based consultant to Hu-
man Rights Watch. “Our re-
view of the cases over 29
months identified at least 7 by-
standers killed in these car
crashes, including a 7-year-old
girl out to get ice cream with
her grandmother.”

Col. Steve McCraw, DPS di-
rector, in an interview with
The New York Times, said the
department relies on its own
troopers to decide when it is
appropriate to give chase, and
that a trooper who did not use
appropriate caution would be
held accountable.

F O O D  B A N K S  U N D E R
E X T R E M E  P R E S S U R E

A study from the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture indi-
cates that 15.5% of Texas
households are “food insecure,”
meaning they lack consistent
access to health and affordable
food – the second-highest rate
in the nation. Food banks
across the state are warning
those challenges could get
worse, the Texas Tribune re-
ported.

About 3.3 million Texans
receive assistance through the
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program, with the num-
ber of older Texans getting
SNAP benefits rising. From
January 2020 through October
2023, the number of Texans
aged 65 and older rose 28%,
while the increase was 19% for
those aged 60-64.

Operators of food banks,
which are nonprofit organiza-
tions, blame rising housing
costs during the pandemic for
the increase in demand for its
services.

“The rising cost of housing
is the problem,” said Teresa
Jackson, founder and CEO of
Sharing Life, a Mesquite char-
ity that offers food, clothing,
medicine, and educational pro-
grams. Sharing Life distrib-
utes food to more than 100 food
pantries around southeast
Dallas.

Adding to the distress is
that thousands of Texans are
waiting for months to receive
new food stamp benefits, ac-
cording to the Statesman. The
Texas Health and Human Ser-
vices Commission is supposed

to process applications within
30 days but is only hitting that
target about 75% of the time.
That leaves about 138,000 un-
processed applicants who must
wait longer for benefits.

Food stamp recipients are
required to work unless they
are elderly, disabled or caring
for children. Nearly 80% of
Texas food stamp recipients
are in families with children.

R E A L  C H R I S T M A S
T R E E S  B O O S T  S T A T E
E C O N O M Y

More than four million real
Christmas trees are sold in
Texas each year, providing
nearly $400 million in direct
contributions to the state’s
economy, according to the Tex-
as A&M Forest Service. The
Texas Christmas tree industry
employs nearly 4,000 people
with a payroll of more than $97
million.

“The process of going as a
family to pick out a tree is a
fun activity that supports ru-
ral  economies across the
state,” Aaron Stottlemeyer,
with the service, said.

Christmas trees are grown
in all 50 states, with the first
recorded tree planting in Tex-
as occurring in Jasper in 1935.
Texas ranks second in the
South in Christmas tree pro-
duction.

F I R S T - E V E R  S I G H T I N G
IN  TEXAS  OF  RARE  B IRD

Bird watchers recently
flocked to a state park in hopes
of seeing a little bird only rare-
ly seen in the United States
and for the first time in Tex-
as. The gray-collared becard is
a tropical bird that lives in
Central America. Texas State
Parks posted a “Rare Bird
Alert” that alerted bird watch-
ers of the sighting at Resaca
de la Palma State Park in
Brownsville, The News report-
ed.

The bird has only been seen
in the United States twice be-
fore, both times in Arizona.

M E A N W H I L E ,
SCORP IONS ARE  IN
S T R O N G  S U P P L Y

Texans are reporting an in-
vasion of scorpions in their
homes, according to numerous
online reports. Wizzie Brown
with the Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service told the
Houston Chronicle that these
distant cousins to spiders of-
ten move indoors with chang-
ing weather conditions, such
as rainfall or dropping temper-
atures.

The striped bark scorpion is
the most common and one of
the most venomous in Texas.
They measure about 3/8 inch-
es in length and are yellowish
tan in color. While venomous,
scorpions found in Texas are
not considered lethal.

Brown advises sealing
cracks and crevices on the out-
side of homes, not stacking
firewood or other items against
the house, and trimming trees
and shrubs so they don’t touch
or hang over the roofline.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas journal-
ist. He published a number of
community newspapers in
Texas during a 30-year span,
including in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches, Lufkin
and Cedar  Park .  Emai l :
gborders@texaspress.com

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not necessarily
that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR OPINION is welcome.
Send a letter for possible publication to Grafikpress
Newspapers, 5906 Star Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to about 200.
Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

OPINION
By BILL KING

✯

“Our politicians draw their strength from the
division between us. They take the 10%-20%
disagreement between us and turn it into the
main thing, because that’s what gives them a
mandate to ‘represent’ us, to fight in our name.
They do it at the expense of our security, our
welfare, our taxes, and our freedom.”

When you read this quote, I am guessing that
you expected I was going to tell you it was from a
contemporary commentator on the state of
American politics. Rather, it is a quote from an
Israeli tank commander currently in combat
against Hamas, writing about his concerns over
the divisions in his country.

Israel has a storied military and intelligence
history. Its agencies have executed spectacular
operations, such as the stunning 1976 rescue of
over 100 hostages at Entebbe Airport in Uganda
after their plane had been hijacked by Palestin-
ian terrorists. The contrast of that vaunted
history with the utter failure to detect or counter
Hamas’ attack on Oct. 7 could not be more stark.

While we do not know the details of the intelli-
gence and military response failure that led to the
Oct. 7 massacre, the letter from the tank com-
mand clearly attributes the deep divisions within
Israel as part of the reason for the failure. His
words are a cautionary tale for America.

Our country faces unparalleled challenges.
These challenges mostly arise from truly epic
demographic and technological changes that are
spreading across the world. However, our dys-
functional political system, based on an anachro-
nistic two-party system, is utterly impotent to
marshal a fact-based, logical approach to address-
ing those challenges. Instead, we have devolved
into a bizarre world of conspiracy theories and
petty, partisan blame-gaming.

At the Republican convention in 1858, Abra-
ham Lincoln told the conventioneers that “a
house divided against itself cannot stand.” The
issue upon which our country was so divided at
that time was slavery. Lincoln predicted that “I
do not expect the house to fall – but I do expect it
will cease to be divided.” His prediction was
proved by history although it took a bloody civil
war to do so.

Today, we do not face an issue with the moral
imperative of the abolition of slavery. But we do
face demographic and technological changes that
will upend existing social and economic norms
that in some ways will be at least, if not more,
disruptive. Americans can embrace those changes
and lead the world through them, or we can
continue our inane partisan bickering and suffer
the consequences.

Lincoln ended his speech with a political call to
arms. “To meet and overthrow the power of that
dynasty is the work now before all those who
would prevent the consummation [of the abolition
of slavery]. This is what we must do.” The “dynas-
ty” to which Lincoln referred was the corrupt,
morally bankrupt Whigs and Democratic parties
of his day. It took the nascent Republican Party to
disrupt that dynasty by electing Lincoln as
president just two years later and eventually
making the abolition of slavery a reality.

Does America still have the character and
fortitude to throw off the current corrupt and
intellectually bankrupt two-party dynasty that
refuses to address the challenges of the 21st
century? That is the task I believe Lincoln would
be laying before us today.

Letters to Santa will appear in our next two issues. Your child can write a
Letter and send it to SANTA, 5906 Star Lane, Houston TX 77057 for
possible publication. See Form in this issue, or use your own format.
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KEENEY’s

KORNER
BY

MIKE KEENEY

Buffalo team 37-34 in overtime
in the rain in Philly.

The Cowboys have been
tough to beat at home and took
a 13-game home winning streak
into last Thursday night’s home
game against Seattle.

This should be one of the
best regular season games to
watch come Sunday night.

Other key games this
weekend have the Lions taking
on the Bears in Chicago, while
Jacksonville visits Cleveland in
a key game for the Browns and
their playoff hopes. For the
second time in two weeks,
Seattle takes on the 49ers, this
time in San Francisco. The
49ers dominated the Seahawks
in Seattle on Thanksgiving
night, 31-13, and can pretty
much wrap up the NFC West
with a win on Sunday. Buffalo
visits Kansas City in what
should be an offensive
shootout, while the hot Denver
Broncos take on the disappoint-
ing Los Angeles Chargers. For
the third time this season, we
get two Monday Night Football
games as the Packers visits the
Giants (yawn), while the Titans
visit the Dolphins.

By this time next week, we
should know the four teams that
will make up the College
Football Playoffs (CFP). There
are a number of contenders for
the four spots and once the dust
settles from last weekend’s
conference title games, the four
CFP spots should be decided.

Off the field, Texas A&M
hired Duke head coach (and
former Aggie defensive
coordinator) Mike Elko to
replace Jimbo Fisher. I think it’s
a good hire. Elko won at Duke,
and if he could win at a
basketball school, imagine what
he can do at a place like A&M
and all of the resources that will
be available to him.

Locally, the University of
Houston fired head coach Dana
Holgerson, which many thought
was coming at UH finished 4-8
in its first year in the Big 12. It
will be interesting to see who

the powers that be at UH select
to succeed Holgerson. My pick
would be UTSA head coach Jeff
Traylor, but they aren’t asking
me.

Before we take a look at this
weekend’s NFL games, let’s
review last week’s record. A 9-3
week brought the season record
to 91-43 (669%).

Now, onto this week’s game.

NFL

Detroit at Chicago: Two
weeks ago, the Lions lost at
home on Thanksgiving to a sub-
500 Green Bay team, so look
for Detroit head coach Dan
Campbell to have his troops
focused when they face NFC
North rival Chicago on Sunday
in the Windy City. The Lions will
look for a big game from their
potent offense led by QB Jared
Goff (3,075 yards, 18 TDs),
and  running backs David
Montgomery (648 yards, 8 TDs)
and Jahmyr Gibbs (566 yards, 5
TDs). Once those two soften up
the Bears defense, look for Goff
to make plays down field to
wide receiver Aman-Ra St.
Brown (82 receptions, 993
yards, 5 TDs) and tight end
Sam LaPorta (55 receptions,
539 yards, 5 TDs). The Bears,
once again, are simply playing
for next season. My pick, Detroit
33, Chicago 18

Houston at New York Jets:
If the Texans are going to
continue to have postseason
dreams, they need to win
games they are supposed to
win and that will be the case on
Sunday when they face the
Jets. Stroud (3,266 yards, 19
TDs) will face a tough Jets

defense, but he has shown thus
far he is up to the task. He
almost brought the Texans back
two weeks ago against the Jags
and this week he will continue
to need to make plays downfield
to Nico Collins (50 receptions,
899 yards, 5 TDs) and rookie
Tank Dell (47 receptions, 709
yards, 7 TDs). Look for the
Houston defense to get after a
putrid Jets offense as the
Texans pick up a nice road win.
My pick, Houston 26, New York
Jets 13

Jacksonville at Cleveland:
This will be a tough road test for
the Jags when they face a very
good Cleveland defense and
the Cleveland December
weather. This game will test
Jacksonville’s mettle. Jags QB
Trevor Lawrence (2,746  yards,
12 TDs) has been on a roll as of
late, but he will face a solid
Browns defense that is led by
defensive end Myles Garrett (13
sacks, team has 34). Look for
the Jags to feature running back
Travis Etienne (726 yards, 8
TDs), which should open up
Lawrence to make plays to wide
receivers Christian Kirk (56
receptions, 761 yards, 3 TDs)
and Calvin Ridley (47 recep-
tions, 663 yards, 5 TDs). The
Browns are down to their third
QB, so they will hope running
back Jerome Ford (628 yards, 3
TDS) has a big day. The Jags
continue their roll as they get a
big road win in Cleveland. My
pick, Jacksonville 23, Cleveland
20

Seattle at San Francisco:
The beat up Seahawks visit the
surging 49ers on Sunday as SF
looks to take control of the NFC
West. Seattle will have three
extra days to prepare for this
one having played a Thursday

nighter two weeks ago at
Dallas. QB Geno Smith (2,584
yards, 12 TDs/8 interceptions)
can use the extra time to mend
his injured elbow, and it would
help if running back Kenneth
Walker III (613 yards, 6 TDs) is
back from an oblique injury he
suffered three weeks ago. It
might not matter against 49ers
team that is playing well on
defense and has an explosive
offense led by QB Brock Purdy
(2,871 yards, 19 TDs), running
back Christian McCaffrey (939
rushing yards, 11 TDs/48
receptions, 389 yards, 5 TDs),
and wide receiver Brandon
Aiyuk (45 receptions, 881
yards, 5 TDs). Look for the
49ers to roll on Sunday. My
pick, San Francisco 36, Seattle
17

Buffalo at Kansas City:
When the season began, many
thought these two teams would
once again be in the hunt for the
AFC title. Well, the Chiefs
certainly are, but the Bills are on
the cusp of not even making the
playoffs. Injuries on the defense
have had a lot to do with Buffalo
being a 6-6 team heading into
last week’s bye week. They trail
Miami by two games in the AFC
East and after the KC game,
they will still have to face
Dallas, the Chargers and Miami.
To say head coach Sean
McDermott’s seat is getting
warm would be an understate-
ment. This should be a high-
scoring game as Josh Allen
(3,214 passing yards, 24 TDs/
342 rushing yards, 9 TDs) and
Patrick Mahomes (2,917 yards,
21 TDs) trade big plays. Both
teams have decent running
games, with the Bills being led
by James Cook (731 yards, 1
TD) and the KC being led by
Isiah Pacheco (669 yards, 5
TDs) and both have big-play
receivers in Buffalo’s Stefon
Diggs (83 receptions, 969
yards, 8 TDs) and KC’s Travis
Kelce (70 receptions, 732
yards, 5 TDs). KC has the
better and healthier defense
and they will be the difference
maker at the Bills fall to below
.500 on Sunday in KC. My pick,
Kansas City 32, Buffalo 26

Denver at Los Angeles
Chargers: Don’t look now, but
the Denver Broncos are the
hottest team in the NFL. Two
weeks ago, Sean Payton’s team

won its fifth straight game to
move within two games of the
Chiefs in the AFC West. Denver
has received solid play from QB
Russell Wilson (2,199 yards,
209 TDs) and big plays from
wide receiver Cortland Sutton
(48 receptions, 560 yards, 8
TDs) and an opportunistic
defense. This week, they visit
the underachieving Chargers,
who have a load of talent but
just can’t seem to win close
games. LA has a talented QB in
Justin Herbert (2,826 yards,
209 TDs), a versatile running
back in Austin Ekeler (428
rushing yards, 4 TDs/29
receptions, 286 yards, 1 TD)
and a big–play wide receiver in
Keenan Allen who is having one
of the best years of his nine-
year career (97 receptions,
1,117 yards, 7 TDs). This one
should be close, but look for
Wilson to make one or two more
plays than will Herbert as the
Broncos keep on rolling. My
pick, Denver 26, Los Angeles
Chargers 23

Philadelphia at Dallas: The
Game of the Week and a good
one for the Sunday Night
Football crew pits the Eagles
against the Cowboys. These
two teams don’t care one bit for
one another and this is one of
the most heated rivalries in the
NFL. A year ago, the Eagles
jumped out to a 10-0 lead, but
the Cowboys rallied for a 40-34
win. This game features two of
the hottest QBs in the NFL in
Philly’s Jalen Hurts (2,697
passing yards, 18 TDs/410
rushing yards, 11 TDs) and
Dallas’ Dak Prescott (2,935
yards, 23 TDs). Both teams
have explosive receivers as the
Eagles feature A.J. Brown (73
receptions, 1,050 yards, 7 TDs)
and DeVonta Smith (55
receptions, 738 yards, 5 TDs)
and the Cowboys will counter
with CeeDee Lamb (78
receptions, 1,066 yards, 6 TDs)
and Brandin Cooks (33
receptions, 452 yards, 4 TDs).
After a slow start to the season,
Cooks has been on fire the last
four weeks. Dallas has the edge
at tight end with second-year
man Jake Ferguson (40
receptions, 421 yards, 4 TDs).
Two weeks ago, the Eagles
rallied in the rain at home to
defeat Buffalo on Hurts TD run
in overtime, while the Cowboys

Letter to Santa
Dear Santa,

Letters can be mailed to Santa,
5906 Star Lane, Houston, TX. 77057
or e-mailed to nenewsroom@aol.com.

 Letters must be received by
Dec. 9 for publication in

our Special Christmas Editions

School:

Name:
Age:

Toss it into
the can. It’s
a neat idea.

Help keep
East

Aldine
clean...

SEASON FOOTBALL WEEK 15 - Continued from Page 1

Texans look to remain in AFC Wild Card race against Jets:
Cowboys host Eagles in key NFC East game in prime time

dominated Washington 45-10
on Thanksgiving Day. There
should be plenty of big plays in
this one, so the team that plays
the best on defense should
come out on top. The Eagles
are beat up on that side of the
ball, while the Cowboys are
rolling behind Micah Parsons
(11.5 sacks, team has 37).
Dallas knows if it hopes to catch
the Eagles in the NFC East race
they must win on Sunday and it
says here they will get the job
done. My pick, Dallas 31,
Philadelphia 27

Tennessee at Miami: The
Dolphins high-scoring offense
gets to strut its stuff in prime
time on Monday Night Football
and I have a feeling they won’t
disappoint those who will be
watching. Miami has weapons
all over the field led by QB Tua
Tagovailoa (3,177 yards, 22
TDs), running back Raheem
Mostert (785 yards, 15 total
TDs) and speedy wideouts
Tyreek Hill (88 receptions,
1,324 yards, 10 TDs) and Jalen
Waddle (52 receptions, 691
yards, 3 TDs). The Titans are in
rebuild mode, which means this
one could get ugly early. My
pick, Miami 36, Tennessee 13

PET MATTERS
In Memory of

Susan Hoffman

✯

BARC Launches ‘Home for the Holi-
days’ with Empty the Shelters Campaign,
Offers Full Month of Events

HOUSTON – BARC, the City of Hous-
ton’s Animal Shelter and Adoption Cen-
ter, is bringing hope to Houston’s shelter
pets this holiday season with its annual
Home for the Holidays campaign. All De-
cember, BARC will be hosting a variety
of holiday-themed adoption events and
campaigns to help find homes for shelter
pets and offer family friendly activities
for Houston pet owners.

To kick off this year’s campaign, BARC
will be partnering with BISSELL Pet
Foundation, a national animal welfare or-
ganization dedicated to ending pet home-
lessness, for the next “Empty the Shelters
– Holiday Hope” adoption event Decem-
ber 1 – 17. This event will be hosted in
more than 380 shelters in 43 states, in-
cluding BARC.

Thanks to BISSELL Pet Foundation’s
sponsorship, BARC will completely waive
all adoption fees during this year’s event
from December 1 - 17. In addition to Emp-
ty the Shelters, BARC will be hosting the
following events in December for Home
for the Holidays:

    Dec 2: Offsite Adoption Event -
Home for the Pawlidays

        2025 West 11th Street, Houston
77008

    Dec 9: Community Outreach Event
- Kendra Scott Gives Back

        714 Yale St Suite 1D, Houston, TX
77007

    Dec 16: Offsite Adoption Event -
PetSmart

        1907 Taylor St. Houston, TX
77007

    Dec 16-17: Pictures with Santa Paws
        3300 Carr St. 12 - 5 p.m.
    Dec 23rd: Home for the Holidays Fi-

nale. Waived Adoption Fees!
        3300 Carr St. 12 - 5 p.m.
BARC’s adoption center is located at

3300 Carr Street and is open the follow-
ing hours:

    Noon - 5 p.m. Tuesdays and Friday
- Sunday

    Noon - 7 p.m. Wednesdays and
Thursdays

BARC will be closed for all services De-
cember 22, December 24, and December
25. Although BARC is closed for adop-
tions on Mondays, Urgent Pets can be
adopted via the shelter’s 3200 Carr St.
entrance those days. Learn more about
a d o p t i n g  f r o m  B A R C :  h t t p s : / /
w w w . h o u s t o n t x . g o v / b a r c /
adopt_a_pet.html

“Our nation’s animal shelters need
your help as they face an overcrowding
crisis unlike anything we have experi-
enced in more than a decade. The devas-
tating increase in owner surrenders and
stray intakes has left tens of thousands
of deserving pets desperate to find a
home,” said Cathy Bissell, Founder of
BISSELL Pet Foundation. “Our ‘Empty
the Shelters – Holiday Hope’ event is the
perfect opportunity to make a difference
in your community by saving a life and
creating space to give another homeless
pet a chance this holiday season.”

“The BARC team has been proactive
this fiscal year in finding creative ways
to improve our live release rate and tar-
get Houston’s stray animal crisis at the
source. This includes extending hours for
our adoptions, foster, and rescue offices
twice a week; partnering with offsite ken-
neling facilities; and receiving approval
from City Council to spend almost $1 mil-
lion on spay and neuter programs,” said
Shelter Director Jarrad Mears. “Partner-
ships with external partners have been
crucial to these initiatives, and we’re
grateful to the BISSELL Pet Foundation
for once again allowing us to waive all
adoption fees.”

   Pet adoption is a lifetime commit-
ment, and not just for the holidays. BIS-
SELL Pet Foundation and BARC urge
families to research the pet they are in-
terested in adopting, as well as adoption
requirements. For more information on
adopting or donating to “Empty the Shel-
ters,” visit www.bissellpetfoundation.org/
e m p t y - t h e - s h e l t e r s  a n d
www.houstonbarc.com.

BARC launches “Home for the
Holidays” to empty Shelters
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Business Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

CARPET DEPOT

SCREENS AND SHADES

Beat the Heat!
Exterior Solar Screens and

Insect Shades
Free Estimates

832-247-4581
24-4t

VEHICLE INSPECTION STATION

T H E  F R U G A L  F R O GT H E  F R U G A L  F R O G
     C A L L  7 1 3 - 2 6 6 - 3 4 4 4  T O  R E A C H  3 0 , 0 0 0  R E A D E R S     C A L L  7 1 3 - 2 6 6 - 3 4 4 4  T O  R E A C H  3 0 , 0 0 0  R E A D E R S

CLASSIFIEDCL
AS

SI
FI

ED

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.

C H U R C H    P A G E

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement,
Citizenship Classes & Parenting Programs

          Mariana Sanchez, Director
          Call: 281-799-9076
          Text: 832-906-4214
          marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

MAIL TO 5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057, or EMAIL:
nenewsroom@aol.com, or FAX TO  713-977-1188 or CALL 713-266-3444

$18.00
(20

WORDS)
2 WEEKS

GREAT VALUE • GREAT RESULTS
18.50 19.00 19.50 20.00 20.50

CLASSIFIED WORD AD FORM
NORTHEAST NEWS

Call 713-266-3444

DEADLINE
12:00
NOON

THURSDAY

Place one word per box

CREDIT CARD NO.:_________________________________ EXP. __________

NAME ON CARD: __________________________________SEC. NO. _______

ADDRESS: _____________________________CITY __________ ZIP ________

TELEPHONE: ______________________________________________

NO. OF WORDS IN AD: ___________ NO. OF WEEKS TO RUN: _______

$ AMOUNT PER WEEK____________ TOTAL AMOUNT ____________

DESIRED CLASSIFICATION HEADING: _________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION

CHECK or MASTERCARD AM EXVISA

18.00

LEGAL
NOTICES

APPEAR IN
THE

NORTHEAST
NEWS,

HIGHLANDS
STAR CROSBY

COURIER,
AND THE
NORTH

CHANNEL
STAR.

CALL 713-
266-3444

MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE
When you call these Advertisers, this

Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase or not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

TRACTOR WORK TRACTOR WORKTRACTOR WORK

Tractor, Dozer and Backhoe
Services

Call or text for Free Quote.
LONESTAR SITEWORKS

832-530-0054
10-4T

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

NEWSPAPER
MARKETING/SALES

PERSON

Position available for AD SALES
representative. Experience helpful but
not necessary. Possible to work from
home. Suitable for Part Time, or Full
Time. Commission plus. Send letter of
interest to GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com or
call 713-252-8000.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INTERN AT A
NEWSPAPER

Part Time Position available for
person interested in learning all
phases of the news business. Will
experience writing, interviewing,
sourcing, computer layout, ad
sales, record keeping, promotions.
Send letter of interest to
grafikstar@aol.com

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey
—
1. Is the book of 1 Corinthians (KJV) in the Old or
New Testament or neither?
2. For not believing his wife would conceive, who
was struck mute, not being able to speak? Gabriel,
Zachariah, Joash, Mesha
3. The Lord’s Prayer, the Beatitudes and the Golden
Rule are found in what sermon? Lamb blood, Agnus,

On the mount, Dry bones
4. According to David, what does God’s spiritual
cleansing make us whiter than? Light, Clouds, Wool,
Snow
5. How many times is the name “Lucifer” mentioned
in the Bible (KJV)? 1, 7, 9, 13
6. From Psalm 19, what do the heavens declare?
Holiness, Glory of God, Creation, Mighty wind

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) Zachariah, 3) On the mount, 4) Snow, 5) 1 (Isaiah 14:12), 6)
Glory of God Find expanded trivia online with Wilson Casey at www.patreon.com/
triviaguy. FREE TRIAL!
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

HOLIDAY TREATSHOLIDAY TREATS
For you and for  Gif t ingFor you and for  Gif t ing
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HOUSTON – Lone Star
College is answering the
call for more educational
opportunities in under-
served areas and a trained
workforce for the electrical
and automotive indus-
tries.

“Lone Star College un-
derstands the need to offer
innovative programming
that prepares students to
be successful in new fields
that are rapidly growing,”
said Dwight Smith, Ed.D.,
LSC Vice Chancellor Aca-
demic and Workforce Suc-
cess.

LSC will offer the Elec-
trical Technology Certifi-
c a t e  L e v e l  I  a t  t h e
LSC-Houston North Victo-
ry this fall. Students will
learn residential and com-
mercial wiring, electrical
drafting plans, national
electrical code and safety
essentials. The college will
provide needed equipment
for hands-on learning.

“The Electrical Tech-
nology Certificate will ed-
ucate students on the
foundational knowledge
they need to be successful
in the electrical field,” said
John Maynard, Ed.D.,
LSC-Houston North In-
structional Vice President.
“The program will make
students more attractive to
potential employers, which
should assist them in ob-
taining gainful employ-
ment.”

The level I certificate
will feed into LSC’s Elec-
tric Vehicle Charging Sta-
t ion  Instal lat ion  and
Maintenance Technician
Certificate II program that
starts in spring 2024 at the
Bethune Empowerment
Center in Acres Homes.
This initiative is in part-
nership with the city of
Houston, advocating for
more electric vehicles on
the road by 2030.

Lone Star College expands
educational opportunities in electrical
industry; and EV vehicle support

“The Bethune Empow-
erment Center represents
so much more than brick
and mortar,” said Sylvest-
er Turner, city of Houston
Mayor, in a statement. “It
is a testament to what col-
laboration, support, com-
mitment ,  ded i cat ion ,
resiliency, and public, pri-
vate and community part-
nerships can achieve.”

The Bethune Empower-
ment Center will have a
lab with wall-mounted
(homes and residential
buildings) and pedestal
(commercial properties)
charging stations to train
LSC students on install-
ing, wiring and trouble-
shooting these charging
stations. As more electric
cars hit the roads, the de-
mand for accessible and
reliable charging stations
and more trained techni-
cians will increase.

“As the community sees
more electric vehicles on
the road, they may not
know the wiring or the im-

portance of effective elec-
trical vehicle charging, but
our students will,” said
Sheremetria Davis, LSC-
Houston North Workforce
Associate Dean. “Addition-
ally, our students will have
the training to properly in-
stall, repair and maintain
charging stations to sup-
port the increase of electric
vehicles we will start to see
on the roads of Houston.”

The Electrical Technol-
ogy Certificate Level I and
Electric Vehicle Charging
Station Installation and
Maintenance Technician
Certificate Level II are
part of LSC’s Electrical
Technology program of-
fered at LSC-Houston
North.  The Electrical
Technology AAS Degree
program is available at
LSC-North Harris, LSC-
Tomball and LSC-Creek-
side Center. For more
i n f o r m a t i o n ,
visit LoneStar.edu/Pro-
grams-Of-Study/Electri-
cal-Technology.

 Lone Star College will offer the Electrical Technology Certificate Level I at
the LSC-Houston North Victory this fall. Pictured are wooden structures
that students will use to gain hands-on instruction in wiring residential
and commercial properties.

HOUSTON – A Hous-
ton Community College
(HCC) team has won the
American Association of
Community  Col leges
(AACC) Community Col-
lege Innovation Chal-
lenge.

The HCC team was pit-
ted against community
colleges from across the
nation, competing to de-
velop ideas for useful and
innovative devices using
science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics
(STEM).

The students – Kaitlin
Asch, Nyah Lovick and
Neeko Phelps – presented
the ir  idea  known as
“Project Eagle Rescue,” a
hands-free sensor array
that might be attached to
gear carried by firefight-
ers to allow better visibil-
i t y  a n d  s a f e t y .  A s
envisioned, their hands-
free device would allow
f i r e f i g h t e r s  t o  “ s e e
through” smoke and haze
to observe structural haz-
ards or obstacles that
might be a danger to
themselves or others.

Each individual team
member received a $3,500
prize in the contest that
was held in partnership
with the National Science
Foundation.

“I think the greatest
thing about being a part
of this team is affirmation
for me about going a non-
traditional route: staying
home and studying at a
community college pre-
sents great opportuni-
ties,” Lovick said. “I loved
my HCC experience and
the support of my fellow
students and HCC’s great
faculty. It was a perfect
choice for me.”

L o v i c k  s t u d i e d  i n
HCC’s Honors College
and graduated with high-

HCC student team wins national
community college Innovation Challenge
Team’s plan for device would help firefighters “see through smoke”

est honors in May with an
associate degree in chem-
istry and will move to the
University of Texas at
San Antonio this fall to
study chemical engineer-
ing. Asch is pursuing a
Bachelor of Science in
computer science and ap-
plied physics and plans to
go on to obtain a doctor-
ate. Phelps graduated in
May with an associate de-
gree in mechanical engi-
neering and will enter
Minnesota State Univer-
sity to study mechanical
engineering in the fall.

“These are extraordi-
nary students, and we are
extremely proud of their
work on this project,” said
Ravi Brahmbhatt, HCC
director of Student Inno-
vation and Entrepreneur-
ship, who served as the
team’s mentor. “They
showed that developing a
STEM-based solution can
help to solve a real-world
problem in a truly mean-
ingful way.”

The HCC team was
among a dozen communi-
ty college finalists to
present their ideas in
Washington D.C. There,
they attended an Innova-
tion Boot Camp where
they learned from entre-
preneurs and experts,
STEM leaders and con-
gressional stakeholders.
The team presented a

five-minute presentation
to a panel of industry and
entrepreneurial profes-
sionals who then named
HCC the winning team.

“These project ideas
showcase the outstanding
educational opportunities
provided at our nation’s
community colleges,” said
Walter Bumphus, presi-
dent and CEO of the as-
sociation. “On behalf of
AACC, congratulations to
the team from Houston
Community College… the
innovation and creativity
shown by these students
clearly indicates that our
future is in good hands.”

 -30-

ABOUT HOUSTON
C O M M U N I T Y  C O L -
LEGE: Houston Commu-
nity College is composed
of 14 Centers of Excel-
lence and numerous sat-
ellite centers that serve
the diverse communities
in the Greater Houston
area by preparing individ-
uals to live and work in an
increasingly international
and technological society.
HCC is one of the coun-
try’s largest singly accred-
ited,  open-admission
community colleges offer-
ing associate degrees, cer-
t i f i c a t e s ,  w o r k f o r c e
training and l i felong
learning opportunities.

The students – Kaitlin Asch, Nyah Lovick and Neeko Phelps – presented
their idea known as “Project Eagle Rescue”
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