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Contributing Writer

Nimitz High School head football coach
Cornelius Harmon knew he had some-
thing special in his young quarterback
Albert Brown. And he was right.

The 6-foot, 210-pound Brown earned
the starting job as the Cougars starting
quarterback during spring training and
Harmon and the team never looked back,
or regretted handing the most important
position on the team to such a young play-
er.

Brown rewarded Harmon’s faith in his
by passing for 2,303 yards, 20 touch-
downs, 437 rushing yards and 11 more
TDs on the ground. Not too bad for a first-
year starter on a Class 6A football team.

Brown also helped lead the Cougars to
eight wins and a second straight berth
playoff berth.

Brown’s all-around solid season earned
him the Northeast News’ Offensive Play-
er of the Year Award.

Harmon said it didn’t take him long to
realize he had a keeper in Brown.

“The moment I saw him on our cam-
pus (Brown attended Nimitz Ninth Grade

KEENEY’S KORNER - Offensive Player of the Year

Sky is the limit for Nimitz
Quarterback Albert Brown

School as a freshman), I knew he was go-
ing to be our starting quarterback. I knew
that before he ever played a game.”

Harmon said Brown has a poise about
him that most 14-year-olds don’t have and
that helped him earn the respect of his old-
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NORTH HARRIS – Is
2024 going to be a new
year, new you kind of
year? If so, Lone Star
College-North Harris is
ready to help you!
Registration is underway
for spring semester classes
which begin Jan. 16, and
the Student Services team
is ready to help with the
admissions and
enrollment process on
campus at Super Saturday.

There will be two Super
Saturday Registration Rally
events, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Jan. 6 and Jan. 13, where
students can get help with
admissions, NSO, financial
aid resources, and more.
Campus tours will also be
available.

“Our team is here and
ready to help students
however we can,” said
LSC-North Harris Interim
Vice President of Student
Success Magdalena
Mendoza-Stark, “so join us
and start your future
now.” Students are
encouraged to take
advantage of the full-
service event to get the
help they need.

Super Saturday
Registration Rallies

Saturday, Jan. 6 & 7
Student Services

Building
2700 W.W. Thorne

Blvd.
Houston, TX 77073
9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
For additional spring

registration information,
go to LoneStar.edu/
LearnMore

LSC-NH
hosts Super
Registrations
Jan 6 & 13

Nimitz High sophomore quarterback Albert “A.J.”
Brown has been named the Northeast News’ Offensive
Player of the Year.
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Visionary and Nationally
Recognized Leader
Named Sole Finalist

HOUSTON (Dec. 29,
2023) – The Houston Com-
munity College (HCC)
Board of Trustees has
unanimously voted to
name Margaret Ford Fish-
er, Ed.D., as sole finalist to
serve as the institution’s
next Chancellor. Dr. Ford
Fisher  has  served as
HCC’s Interim Chancellor
since Sept. 1, 2023.

Dr. Cynthia Lenton-
Gary, the Board Chair,
lauded the Board’s deci-
sion, stating, “Dr. Ford
Fisher’s deep institutional
knowledge, coupled with
her forward-looking vision
and nationally recognized
leadership, makes her the
ideal leader to navigate
HCC towards a future rich
in educational excellence
and innovation.”

The Board of Trustees will hold a sub-
sequent meeting to act on the final ap-
po intment  o f  Dr .  Ford  Fisher  as
Chancellor, no less than 21 days follow-
ing her selection as sole finalist, per state
law.

Board Chair Lenton-
Gary further said, “The
governing board’s decision
underscores Dr. Ford Fish-
er’s unique positioning as
a visionary leader, deeply
rooted in HCC’s culture
and history, and ripely
equipped to advance the
college through fundamen-
tal changes occurring in
our sector.”

“I am deeply honored for
the opportunity to lead
HCC and thank the Board
for the confidence it has
placed in me,” Dr. Ford
Fisher said. “I am commit-
ted to a vision of providing
a real-world education and
look forward to working
with the Board of Trustees,
and our extraordinary fac-
ulty and staff to foster a
talent-strong Houston, en-
riching the lives of all of
our students, while elevat-
ing our community.”

Ford-Fisher named new HCC Chancellor

MARGARET FORD FISHER

Dr. Ford Fisher has dedicated nearly
four decades to serving HCC in various
capacities, more recently as the founding
president of Houston Community College
Online, established in February 2018. Her
tenure at the HCC Online College has
been marked by exceptional growth and
modernization, earning it the honor of be-
ing “One of America’s Best Online Colleg-
es” by Newsweek for two consecutive
years, 2022 and 2023.

Under her leadership, the HCC Online
College launched over 60 fully online de-
gree programs and 70 hybrid courses, sig-
ni f i cant ly  enhancing  educat ional
accessibility, and registering an enroll-
ment of more than 62,000 students. Prior
to this role, she served 20 years as HCC
Northeast College president. There she led
two successful capital campaigns and gar-
nered community support for an HCC an-
nexation initiative, resulting in greater
educational services and in demand pro-
grams.

Dr. Ford Fisher holds a Bachelor of Arts
in English and a Master’s degree in the
Teaching of English from Wichita State
University, and a Doctor of Education in
Curriculum and Instruction from the Uni-
versity of Houston.

WHITMIRE INAUGURATED AS HOUSTON’S 63RD MAYOR
A Personal Account of the Event
By Allan Jamail

Houston, TX. ~ January
2, 2024 ~ At 9:30 am in the
Gus S. Wortham Theater
Center/Alice and George
Brown Theater, North
Channel Star writer Allan
Jamail lined up next to the
media representatives of all
the major news organiza-
tion to bring the NC Star
readers his photos along
with his account of his
friend Houston’s Mayor
John Whitmire’s Inaugura-
tion.

The program partici- Mayor Whitmire takes the Oath of Office with his hand resting on two Bibles held by his
daughters Whitney Whitmire Jenkins (left) and Sarah Whitmire. The oath was given by Judge
Victor Trevino III.  (Photo by Allan Jamail)

John Harris Whitmire, Houston’s 63rd Mayor gives his
Inaugural Address at the Wortham Center.
(Photo by Allan Jamail)Continued. See WHITMIRE , Page 5

On Nov. 11, filling
for the 2024 primary
election opened state-
wide. Rep. Walle
visited the Harris
County Democratic
Party headquarters
with his family to sign
the paperwork to get on
the ballot. Rep. Walle
looks forward to the
opportunity to again
serve the people of
House District 140.

Rep. Walle Files for Re-Election

Fundraising Continues for Deputy Sheriff
Darren Almendarez Memorial Highway Fund

Rep. Walle is working with Sen. Car-
ol Alvarado and Harris County Deputies
Organization FOP Lodge 39 to raise the
required $40,000 to build signs to mark
the Deputy Sheriff Darren Almendarez
Memorial Highway.Harris County Dep-
uty Sheriff Almendarez was a constitu-
ent of House District 140 who was shot
and killed in 2022. Last Session, Rep. Walle worked with Sen. Alvarado to pass
House Bill 2205, which renames a portion of US Highway 59 in Harris County in
Almendarez  honor.

Anyone may donate by visiting the HCDO fundraising website - https://
www.hcdoadf.com.

Follow Northeast News
on FaceBook:
www.facebook.com/
NENewsroom or
on our website:
www.nenewsroom.com
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H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower

8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

COMMUNITY
WATCH

AIRLINE LIBRARY NEWS
WE WILL CLOSE AT 5PM

ON FRIDAY, JAN. 12 AND BE
CLOSED SATURDAY, JAN. 13
AND MONDAY, JAN. 15. WE
WILL OPEN TUESDAY, JAN.
16 AT 10AM.

Movement Mondays
Come out and move! Join us

bi-weekly on Movement Monday
and be ready to move to the
music. Be prepared for Dancing,
Stretching, and Lots of laughter.

Best for kids for toddler/
preschool. No Registration
required. Monday, Jan. 8,
12:30pm - 1:30pm.

Bilingual Storyime
You’re invited to attend Story

Time every Tuesday at 11
am. Story Time is a great way
for children to build early literacy
skills with stories, rhymes
and songs. Parents are
encouraged to participate by
sitting with children and singing
(and learning!)
new songs. Children of all ages
are welcome!

English Computer Class
Learn computer basics by

practicing on our PC’s with
Instructor Nyla! We will learn
about using web browsers,
google apps, Microsoft suite,
keeping your information safe
online, and MUCH more! Join us
for a weekly class on Tuesdays
from 11:30am - 12:30pm!

Basic Computer Class
Registration preferred!

*Important- Instructions are
in English. Google account is
required (Though we can help
you make one if you don’t have
one already)

Class format: In-person, in
the computer lab at the Aldine
Library.

Aprenda Computers & Tech
Sitio web de la clase
Limited space/ Espacio

limitado
Pre-registrese aquí: https://

forms.office.com/r/
rTQyUGd1Yy luego presentarse
a la clase para tomar evaluación
de nivel.

Martes- 5:00 pm a 6:45 PM:
Habilidades Esenciales de
computación (Computer
Essential skills class)-
Aprenderá a como obtener las
habilidades esenciales sobre:
Navegación con Windows,
navegacion por Internet  e
interface, tipos de navegadores,
consejos de seguridad, correo
electrónico e interface, y otros

temas  relacionados a la
tecnología con enfoque para
empleos y uso personal en un nivel
para pricipiantes.

Importante: * Se determinará
sus nivel de habilidades en uso
de technologia con una evaluacion
en la computadora durante su
primer día de su asistencia.

* requerirá una cuenta de
gmail.com y outlook.com para
acceder a las aplicaciones y
programas gratuitos de la internet.

Inportante: Instrucciones son
en Español y las aplicaciones
(Windows, Office 365, Google
apps) son todas en Inglés

Aprenda Compters & Tech
Sitio web de la clase
Limited space/ Espacio limitado
Pre-registrese aquí: https://

forms.office.com/r/
rTQyUGd1Yy luego presentarse a
la clase para tomar evaluación de
nivel.

Nivel 2- Intermedio-Jueves-
5:00 pm a 6:45 PM: Cloud
Computing-Google workspace +
Office 365 (Spanish  computer
class) Computación en la nube:
Aprenderá sobre los servicios y
como usar Google (Docs, Sheets,
Slides, Forms).  Como
usar: Microsoft Office 365 (Word,
Excel, PowerPoint). Además,
cubriremos otras aplicaciones
como: Canva, Box y otras apps
gratuitas. El enfoque general de de
las practicas de computación serán
para uso en empleos y de uso
personal.

Importante: * Se determinará
sus nivel de habilidades en uso
de technologia con una evaluacion
en la computadora durante su
primer día de su asistencia.

* requerirá una cuenta de
gmail.com y outlook.com para
acceder a las aplicaciones y
programas gratuitos de la internet.

Inportante: Instrucciones son
en Español y las aplicaciones
(Windows, Office 365, Google
apps) son todas en Inglés

ESL Spring Registration
Aldine library is registering

ESL/ELL (English language
learning) students for the Spring
semester (January - March &
possibly longer). On the
registration days, students will fill
out registration forms, take an
assessment, and be assigned to a
class session. Be prepared to stay
about 30 minutes.

Students must appear in
person on one of the following
registration dates to attend
class: Registration Dates -
Tuesday, January 9, 2024, 6 -

7:00 pm OR Thursday, January

11, 2024, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
Lego Night
Thursday, Jan. 11, 5 -

6:30pm. LEGO building can be
fun and creative! Children of all
ages are welcome to join us..
We’ll provide the LEGOs and
you can create whatever your
imagination can come up
with. We look forward to seeing
you! Happy Building!

Adult Volunteers
Would you like to be a part

of making an impact on people’s
lives? Are you looking for a
meaningful way to spend your
time? We are looking for adult
volunteers to help with tasks
and programs at the library as
well as volunteers to teach
English language classes,
citizenship classes, or computer
classes in person and
virtually. Pick up an application
at the Aldine Branch
Library, call 832-927-5410, or
click here: https://
forms.office.com/r/qSzMSpi-
aTL.

Passport Services
Do have plans to travel out

of the country for the holidays?
You need to get your passport
in order NOW! Current routine
processing is estimated at 10
weeks and expedited
processing time is estimated at
7 weeks. You can make an
appointment for passport
services at Aldine Branch -
https://www.hcpl.net/

services/passport-services.
Our passport hours -

Mondays and Wednesdays
12pm - 5pm; Tuesdays and
Thursdays 12pm - 7pm;
Saturdays 10am - 12pm and
2pm - 4pm - Appointments
required. We also have walk-in
service from 2-4pm on Fridays
on a first come first served
basis. Those wishing to get a
passport executed must have
all necessary documents,
photos, copies, and required
people present with them to be
added on the list to be seen.
Sign-in starts at 1pm.

Michelle Pichon
Library Program Specialist
Harris County Public

Library
Aldine Branch Library
11331 Airline Dr.
Houston, TX 77037
832-927-5410

COUNTY
MATTERS

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo

✯

Harris County Receives $1.6 Million in Clean
Energy Funding from the Biden-Harris
Administration

As part of President Biden’s Investing in America agenda, the U.S.
Department of Energy’s Office of State and Community Energy Programs
has awarded $1.6 million in clean energy funding through the Energy
Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program to Harris County, one of
the first 16 state, local, and Tribal government recipients. Harris County
will carry out several activities with the funding, including conducting
community engagement with disadvantaged communities for climate justice
planning, performing site assessments for solar and storage on county
properties in disadvantaged communities, conducting recycling pilots at
county facilities, enhancing walking and bicycling to school as part of the
Safe Routes to School plan, and deploying an off-grid, solar EV station on
county property in a disadvantaged community in the greater-Houston
area.

Harris County Public Health’s New Hispanic
Chronic Disease Cohort to Address Health
Disparities Among Latinos

As we celebrated the numerous contributions our Latino population has
made to our community during Hispanic Heritage Month, we also invested
in solutions to the challenges of the community as well. One major challenge
Latinos in Harris County face is chronic disease - the Hispanic population
experiences higher rates of diabetes and obesity.

Harris County is addressing this pressing issue via Harris County Public
Health’s ACCESS program’s new Hispanic Chronic Disease cohort, which
launched on September 15th. This new program partners with bilingual and
culturally competent healthcare partners to connect Latino residents with
the resources they need to manage their health issues via nutrition and
exercise. This pilot program will initially serve 200-300 people with a goal of
expanding to serve even more people.

Harris County Accepts $1.28 Million Grant to Fund
Legal Services for Naturalization

In October, Harris County Commissioners Court approved a $1.28 million
grant from the Immigration and Naturalization Fund that will allocate
funds to four organizations - BakerRipley, Galveston Houston Immigrant
Representation Project, Justice for All Immigrants, and The Tahirih Justice
Center. The funds would provide legal representation, wraparound services,
and naturalization support for immigrants and immigrant families in
Harris County. Helping eligible permanent residents obtain citizenship will
make a huge difference in their lives, and can boost business and civic
participation in Harris County as well.

There are approximately 424,000 residents designated as Lawful Perma-
nent Residents (LPRs) in Harris County. These residents become eligible for
citizenship 3 to 5 years after obtaining residency, yet may not have resourc-
es to go through the legal process to become naturalized citizens. As LPRs,
residents can still be deported or lose status if they don’t become citizens.
Naturalization also offers more economic opportunities and the chance to
participate in the democratic system by voting, running for office, or partici-
pating in jury duty.

Harris County Creates New Language Access
Office, Offers Bilingual Pay For Employees

According to U.S. Census data, 44.7% of the population of Harris County
speaks a language other than English at home, and yet not all County
services are available in languages other than English. In October, Harris
County Commissioners approved $515,000 to establish the Language Access
Office program to collect data on residents who speak a language other than
English and what their needs are. This information will be used to decide
how to best allocate resources and create programs to better serve these
populations.

Harris County also recognizes the importance of having staff that can
reach every Harris County resident, not just English-speakers. In October,
Harris County Commissioners Court voted to approve the creation of
incentive pay for bilingual employees and improve language access across
all departments. In a County as large and diverse as ours, the more employ-
ees we have who can speak another language, the more residents we can
serve effectively.

Houston police are investigating
a fatal crash at 6600 Airline Drive
about 6:30 a.m. on Sunday (Dec.
10).

The identity of the male victim is
pending verification by the Harris
County Institute of Forensic Scienc-
es.

HPD Vehicular Crimes Division
Sergeant E. Alejandro and Officer J.
Leon reported:

A white Ford F-150 pickup truck
was traveling southbound at the
above address when it struck a
white Chevrolet Impala traveling
eastbound on East Parker Road.
The crash in the intersection

Fatal Crash at 6500 Airline Drive
pushed the Impala into a black
Chevrolet Silverado pickup truck
stopped at a red light in the north-
bound lanes of Airline Drive.

Houston Fire Department para-
medics pronounced the driver of the
Impala deceased at the scene.

The male driver, 33, and female
passenger, 37, in the Silverado were
not injured.

Brayan Barrera, 20, the male
driver of the Ford, showed signs of
impairment. He was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicat-
ed in Harris County Criminal Court
#4.

The investigation is ongoing.

HARRIS COUNTY, Texas
(KTRK) — A man was shot and
killed during a fight at a bus stop in
the Aldine area, according to
officials.

Harris County sheriff’s deputies
said the initial call came in around
9:35 p.m. Thursday about a male
lying in the street.

When paramedics arrived, they
discovered he had multiple gunshot
wounds.

Investigators said the victim was
at a bus stop with four to five other
people in the 22700 block of Imperi-
al Valley Drive near Highland
Cross Drive.

A fight broke out and several
shots were fired, deputies said. The
man was shot multiple times and
was pronounced dead at the hospi-
tal.

Deputies believe everyone in-
volved was between 20 and 30 years
old — possibly four men and at least
one woman.

Investigators were looking for
surveillance video and possible

Man fatally shot to death after fight between
group of people at Aldine-area bus stop

witnesses in the area. Deputies said
they found multiple weapons at the
scene.

During the investigation, a man
reportedly walked through the crime
scene. He was ordered to stop, and
when he didn’t, a deputy used a
Taser on him, HCSO said.

The man was treated by EMS at
the scene and taken into custody.
Deputies said he is not a suspect in
the shooting.

Anyone with information is
encouraged to contact the HCSO
Homicide Unit at 713-274-9100 or
Crime Stoppers at 713-222-TIPS
(8477).
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S C H O O L    N E W S     P A G E

The district Elementary
Teacher of the Year and
Secondary Teacher of the
Year will be named in
March.

Each Aldine ISD school
chooses a Campus Teach-
er of the Year before the
end of the first semester.
A committee will name six
District Finalists in Febru-
ary based on their written
applications. The six final-
ists are invited to inter-
view with the district
coordinating committee.

Every Campus Teacher
will be honored at the Ed-
ucators of the Year Break-
fast in March. The district
Elementary Teacher of the
Y e a r  a n d  S e c o n d a r y
Teacher of the Year will be
named during the event.

The Elementary and
Secondary Teacher of the
Year will represent Aldine
ISD in the Region 4 Teach-
er of the Year contest dur-
ing the summer.

Congratulations to the
’23-’24 Campus Teachers
of the Year!

Aldine High School: Le-
onard ToupsAldine Middle
School: Saria NixonAldine
Ninth Grade School: Niki-
taleeyoka PerkinsAldine
Young Women’s Leader-
ship Academy: Maria Ge-
m e l a  L i m A n d e r s o n
Academy:  Shanikkaw
RavenAvalos P-TECH
School: Cassandra Neace-
Black Elementary School:
Claudia González Alcorta-
Blanson CTE High School:
Savannah CalliesBussey
Elementary School: Lupi-
ta NegreteCalvert Ele-
mentary School: Valeria
SaucedoCaraway Elemen-
tary School: Sarah Prath-
erCarmichael Elementary
School: Amanda LeeCar-
roll Elementary School:
Anayeli Albiter Vázquez-
Carter Academy: Minnie
M a l o n e C a r v e r  H i g h
School: Ross RowneyCon-

Introducing the 2023-2024
Campus Teachers of the Year

ley Elementary School:
Rhonda MooreCypress-
wood Elementary School:
Lisa HarrisDavis High
School: Leticia Vargas-
Davis Ninth Grade School:
Rosslon ClaytonDe Santi-
ago EC/PreK/K School:
Erika RoaDrew Academy:
Mireya MosquedaDunn
Elementary School: JoAnn
BoninEckert Elementary
School :  R ’Keyah Gra-
ceEisenhower HS College
Prep: Óscar MedinaEisen-
hower Ninth Grade Col-
l e g e  P r e p :  K r y s t l e
DawsonErmel Elementary
School: Charlis PaigeEs-
c a m i l l a  E l e m e n t a r y
School: Myriam Gómez-
F r a n c i s  E l e m e n t a r y
School: Anita Palmer-
García Middle School:
Yvonne EalyGarcía-Leza
EC/PreK/K School: Be-
renice RuizGoodman Ele-
mentary School (ACE):
Melisa GonzálezGrantham
Academy: Eric LópezGray
Elementary School: Min-
nie MaloneGreenspoint
Elementary School: Rebec-
ca MunguíaGriggs EC/
PreK/K School: Jeannette
RománHarris Elementary
School: Claudia Roble-
sHall Success Academy:
Briana HuynhHambrick
Middle School: Darnisia
WallaceHill Elementary
School: Austin Henderson-
H i n o j o s a  E C / P r e K / K
School: Reagan BurnsHoff-
man Middle School: Mar-
gie EllisHouston Academy:
Brian CurtisImpact Lead-
ership Academy: Wilhem-
i n a  M c C r a w J o h n s o n
Elementary School: Bever-
ly BerrymanJones EC/
PreK/K School: Mary Ro-
sasJones  Elementary
School: Breanna Calloway-
Jones Middle School: En-
gra BellvinKeeble EC/
PreK/K School: Janice
BrockKnippel Education
Center: Sylethia Jones-Al-
exanderKujawa EC/PreK/

K School: Thelma JelksKu-
jawa Elementary School:
Chansinique ThomasLa
Promesa High School:
Christopher MartínezLane
S c h o o l :  C l a r e n c e
CruseLewis Middle School:
Zandra FaustMacArthur
High School: Eva Lanczos-
MacArthur Ninth Grade
School: Patrick JamesMa-
grill EC/PreK/K School:
Pamela BuschMarcella El-
ementary School: Jason
EsterMead Middle School:
Angélica OidorNimitz
High School: Alex Fuent-
esNimitz Ninth Grade
School: Dominilish Mc-
CrayOdom Elementary
School:  Carina Galin-
doOgden  E lementary
School: Serina LazoOleson
Elementary School: Ashley
ParkerOrange Grove Ele-
mentary School: Reyna
VillarrealPlummer Middle
School: Joseph Stewar-
tRaymond Elementary
School: Mario Zamora-
Reece Academy: Amesha
FlowersReed Academy:
Amber Renè-Gardiner-
Sammons Elementary
School: Maritza Canava-
tiShotwell Middle School:
Ikeeya HuntSmith Ele-
mentary School: Monica
HumpherySpence Elemen-
tary School: Teria La-
vergneStehlik Elementary
School: Kimberly Davis-
Stephens Elementary
School: Arleni DeleonStov-
all EC/PreK/K School: Su-
zette JonesStovall Middle
S c h o o l :  C o n s t a n c e
D u n n T e a g u e  M i d d l e
School: LaNetta Calli-
cuttThompson Elementary
School: Latoya Calhoun-
Vardeman EC/PreK/K
School: Robbie Kaerwer-
Victory Early College High
School: Sokhna Kabore-
Vines EC/PreK/K School:
Ceydy Turcios

Worsham Elementary
School (ACE): Lizeth Men-
doza

January is School Board
Recognition Month. Aldine
ISD is celebrating its trust-
ees’ dedication and commit-
ment to the district and its
students.

This year’s School Board
Recognition Month theme is
“Locally Elected, Community
Connected,” highlighting the
connection between school
trustees and their communi-
ties. School board members
are the state’s largest group
of locally elected officials.

“Our school board mem-
bers are selfless volunteers
who spend long hours work-
ing to ensure all our students
have the opportunity to learn
and grow. Together, we are
steadfast in building commu-
nity ownership of our collec-
tive future at AISD. Truly, I
am grateful to each Trustee
for their tireless devotion to
our students, teachers, staff,
and community,” Superinten-
dent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney
said. “Celebrating School
Board Recognition Month is
one way to say thanks for all
they do.”

January: Celebrate School
Board Trustees

Schools will determine
their campus-specific celebra-
tions and honors; however,
schools and the public will be
able to recognize and thank
Board members at the Janu-
ary school board meeting held
in the Boardroom on Tuesday,
January 23, at the Donaldson
Administrative Building. All
school board meetings start at
7 p.m

Dan Troxell, executive di-
rector of the Texas Associa-
t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  B o a r d s ,
applauded the efforts of vol-
unteer trustees in providing
leadership and good gover-
nance so that school districts
can focus on educating the 5.4
million public schoolchildren
in their care.

“Texas school boards are so
important because they bring
a deep understanding of the
needs and aspirations of their
local communities to their
role,” Troxell said. “Boards
lead their districts by provid-
ing oversight, setting goals,
overseeing the budget, and
selecting and evaluating the
superintendent. These volun-

teers serve for the betterment
of their communities.”

The Aldine ISD Board of
Trustees consistently sup-
ports student programs, staff
training, and community en-
gagement and recently called
for a $1.8 billion school bond,
which voters approved in the
November election.

Please take a moment to
recognize our Aldine ISD
School Board Trustees — Dr.
Kimberley Booker,  Paul
Shanklin, Conception ‘Con-
nie’ Esparza, Rose Avalos, Dr.
Viola M. García, Steve Mead,
and Randy Bates Jr. — and
honor their work to help your
students sail into the future.
Thank them for their work on
behalf of our students and
community.

Join us in celebrating
School Board Appreciation
Month throughout January.
If you share your gratitude on
social media, please use the
hashtags #SchoolBoard-
Month and #MyAldine in En-
g l i s h  o r
#MesDeLaJuntaEscolar and
#MiAldine in Spanish.

During the softball season,
Bussey Elementary School
Principal Kathleen ‘Kathy’
Scott serves as a softball um-
pire on weekends at Dyess
Park. The tight-knit commu-
nity of umpires teamed up to
pay it forward by surprising
several Bussey students with
bicycles on December 9.

It is the second year the
umpires have shared a little
joy with the Bussey Elemen-
tary students. The effort is led
by Mike Flores, the Umpire
In Charge (UIC) of the select
fastpitch softball tourna-
ments at Dyess Park. Flores
wanted to do something for
kids around the holiday sea-
son. Knowing that Scott was
a principal at a Title 1 school,

Local Umpires Team up to
Donate Bicycles to 30 Bussey
Elementary Students

he decided to adopt the cam-
pus. When he brought up the
bike giveaway again this
year, the umpires working
with him all donated one bi-
cycle each. This year, they are
donating 30 bicycles for 30
students.

Scott had each of her
teachers submit one student
from their class who would
benefit from receiving a bike.
Flores then assigns umpires
with students and their bike
sizes.

Scott has a school bus take
the students, parents, and
additional staff members as
chaperones to Dyess Park.
According to Scott, the stu-
dents know they are getting
bikes. It also turns into a

learning experience for some.
While at the park, the stu-
dents will learn about what
an umpire does. She added
that her students got a kick
from seeing her in her umpire
gear when they got to the
park last year.

“It is an awesome experi-
ence for the students,” Scott
said. “Mike has Santa and
softball players bring the
bikes to one field where each
umpire meets their student
and presents them with their
bicycle. The kids feel like
stars on the field. I am grate-
ful to Mike, the umpires, and
everyone who made a differ-
ence in our students’ lives this
holiday season.”

Pictured are all the umpires who participated in the project, including Bussey Elementary School Principal Kathy
Scott (far right) in her umpire uniform. A close-up of a few students with their bikes includes (l-r) students Robin
López and Levin Carranza with Lupita Negrete (center), a fifth-grade bilingual teacher.

The 11-week program
aims to engage students in
the various aspects of hydro-
ponic gardening and lessons
on food insecurity, nutrition,
urban farming, community
development, and entrepre-
neurship.

Every Monday during
Carver High School’s B
Week at 1 p.m., students are
in a class session for 90 min-
utes, learning about hydro-
ponics and more, thanks to
a one-of-a-kind initiative,
The Young Agri-business
Leaders of Houston (YALH)
Education Program.

The (YALH) Education
Program is funded by an Af-
rican American Mayors As-
sociation (AAMA) and the
American Beverage Foun-
dation for a Healthy Ameri-
ca (ABFHA) through their
Nutrition Access, Afford-
abil i ty ,  and Education
Grant Program, launched at
Carver High School in late
October. Students are cur-
rently in the fifth week.

“We hope students’ grad-
uate’ from the program in-
spired and empowered to
use their creativity and
knowledge to make positive
changes in their communi-
ties, address food dispari-
ties, and contribute to the
overall well-being of individ-
uals in need,” said Esther
Bonojo, a public health ad-
ministrative specialist with
the Mayor’s Office of Com-
plete Communities.

So far, students have
learned about urban agri-
culture, healthy eating, and
hydroponics and explored
community gardens and

Program Teaches Carver High
School Students About Urban
Farming, Nutrition

Students and staff at the garden across the street from Carver High School at The
Bethune Empowerment Center

farmers’ markets. In the
weeks ahead, they will dive
deeper into entrepreneur-
ship, market presentation,
community engagement,
and food pantries. They will
implement a garden-to-mar-
ket program at Carver HS.
The culminating projects in-
clude teams of students de-
v e l o p i n g  a  p l a n  f o r  a
program to present. Projects
must address food insecuri-
ty in their community.
They’ll give a “Shark Tank-
style” presentation to a pan-
el  of  judges,  including
program guest speakers.

“We knew we wanted to
give students a real-world
experience,” said Assistant
Principal Eboni Taylor.
“Students aren’t just listen-
ing to someone talking. Our
students engage in hands-
on activities, field trips,
group discussions that in-
clude experts, and project
learning. The curriculum
has created an impactful
learning experience for our
students. We aim for stu-
dents to take the practical
experiences and real-world
applications in their own
lives and families.”

The goal is to encourage
students to think about
their role in promoting ur-
ban agriculture and healthy
eating beyond the program.

Taylor and master teach-
er Monica Caldwell worked
closely with Bonojo in devel-
oping and implementing the
program at Carver High
School. The Mayor’s Office
of Complete Communities
provided all the necessary
resources, materials, and

training to everyone in-
volved in the program.

“We want our students to
become much more aware of
what they consume and
their ability to make health-
ier choices,” said Caldwell.
“If those choices are not
there for them, they’re going
to find a way to make them
available.”

The YALH Education
Program is a collaboration
between Mayor Sylvester
Turner’s Office of Complete
Communities, the Houston
Health Department, Prairie
View A&M University,
Dawn Health, the Houston
Food Bank, the Acres Home
Chamber of Commerce,
Communities for Better
Health, MD Anderson’s Be
Well Acres Home, hydropon-
ics experts, local farmers’
market organizers, and
more.

The focus is to close the
gap in disparities in nutri-
tion access, affordability,
and education. Based on the
results and student interest,
there could be a discussion
about expanding the YAHL
program.

B o n o j o  l a u d e d  t h e
school’s kick-off of the pro-
gram, “The students’ en-
gagement and enjoyment
during the first session were
evident. Your passion for
teaching and nurturing
their interest in the environ-
ment and aquaponic sys-
tems is invaluable to our
mission. Thank you for your
incredible support and for
being a driving force behind
the program and its future
success.”
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Seeking a Better Life is
Not a Crime

On December 18th, Governor Greg Abbott
signed Senate Bill (SB) 4 into law. SB 4 makes
unauthorized entry into Texas a state crime and
authorizes state and local law enforcement
officials to arrest individuals deemed to be in
violation of the law. In practice, SB 4 will allow
judges across the entire state of Texas to deport
people, even if they are here seeking asylum. SB 4
empowers police officers to detain immigrants for
deportation, pulling resources away from what
should be their priority — fighting violent crime.
SB 4 is in direct violation of the U.S. constitution
and the federal government’s constitutional
authority over immigration law.

Our community – and our nation – needs
immigrants. In Texas, we have 1.6 million undoc-
umented immigrants who have built lives here in
the U.S., have families here, and pay $2.6 billion
in federal taxes every year.

SB 4 will make our communities less safe. Once
the law goes into effect on March 5, immigrants
who are victims of crime will feel like they can’t
call the police because the police are now in
charge of enforcing immigration law. If people are
more scared to report crimes, no matter who that
person is, that poses a threat to our public safety.

Not to mention that our jail system is already
at the breaking point. Even if only 1% of Harris
County’s current undocumented population were
to be detained in the county jail system, it would
cost the County $500,000 a day. This burden will
ultimately fall on Harris County taxpayers.

Earlier this month, I led other Texan County
Judges in writing a letter to the Biden Adminis-
tration requesting that the federal government
take action to prevent this law from taking effect.
Harris County renewed our Immigrant Legal
Services Fund, which helps immigrants who can’t
afford their own lawyer to access legal represen-
tation. And on December 19th, Commissioners
Court approved the first-ever county-funded
Immigrant Resource Hotline, which will be
available in mid-January and will help connect
callers with legal information and free social
services.

We will continue to push back against the
damage this will do to our security, our economy,
and all of the undocumented residents of Harris
County that are here to build a life.

Playing with people’s lives just to make a
political point is very cynical and it shows what
our state leaders are really interested in with this
law. If they truly want to pass meaningful immi-
gration reform and make our border safer, let’s
have a meeting, let’s work with our federal
partners on this, and work out some real solu-
tions.

Sincerely,

Lina Hidalgo

OPINION
Harris County Judge

Lina Hidalgo

✯

Spate of New Laws Effective Jan. 1
After the Texas Legisla-

ture spent much of 2023 in
session, a bevy of new laws
go into effect on New Year’s
Day, though some have
been delayed by lawsuits
challenging their constitu-
tionality.

The Austin American-
Statesman reported on SB
17, a new law that insti-
tutes a ban on programs
and policies “designed or
implemented in reference
to race, color, or ethnicity”
at Texas public universities
or colleges — commonly
known as diversity, equity
and inclusion, or DEI.

GOP lawmakers who
pushed the ban through ar-
gued that DEI programs
are divisive. Those oppos-
ing the ban said it would
eliminate initiatives de-
signed to help people of col-
or feel more included on
campus. Universities have
already begun the process
of renaming and eliminat-
ing the types of programs
that will be outlawed under
SB 17.

Another law taking ef-
fect in 2024 doubles the
state franchise tax exemp-
tion, with up to $2.47 mil-
lion of a company’s annual
taxable revenue being ex-
empt.

Another measure that
passed with bipartisan sup-
port creates a diversion
program for juveniles ac-
cused of low-level offenses.
Local governments now
will be able to turn to reha-
bilitation services, job
training, and alcohol and
drug awareness programs
as alternatives to more pu-
nitive measures.

HB 4758 makes it a
crime for companies to tar-
get minors with advertising
for e-cigarettes, the use of
which by teens has in-
creased markedly in the
past decade.

Not all laws passed by
lawmakers will take effect
on Jan. 1 because of law-
suits filed after their pas-
s a g e .  A s  T h e  D a l l a s
Morning News noted, a bill
that prohibits sexually ex-
plicit performances in front
of minors — and was tar-
geted toward drag shows in
particular — was declared
unconstitutional by a feder-
al judge.

U.S. District Judge Dav-
id Hittner ruled the ban vi-
olated performers’ free
speech rights under the
First Amendment. That de-
cision is being appealed.

Another law that would

regulate what books chil-
dren can read in schools is
still in effect. An initial rul-
ing that it was unconstitu-
tional was appealed to the
5th Circuit, which has yet
to issue a ruling.

MEDICAL BOARD SILENT
ON ABORTION LAWS

T h e  T e x a s  M e d i c a l
Board remains silent on
how to interpret the state’s
abortion laws, The Texas
Tribune reported, despite a
call from the Texas Su-
preme Court to offer more
guidance to doctors on how
to interpret the laws.

This came after the high
court rejected a Texas
woman’s bid to terminate a
nonviable pregnancy that
she maintained threatened
both her health and ability
to have future children.
Kate Cox later obtained
medical care out of state.

“While the judiciary can-
no t  c ompe l  execut ive
branch entities to do their
part, it is obvious that the
legal process works more
smoothly when they do,”
the justices wrote. In re-
sponse, Dr. Sherif Zaafran,
board chair, said the Texas
Medical Board is not likely
to do so while other court
cases were proceeding.

“It wouldn’t be appropri-
ate for us to start making
any kind of movement or
decisions while all that is
out there still being adju-
dicated,” Zaafran told the
Tribune.

PAXTON MUST TESTIFY IN
WHISTLEBLOWER TRIAL

A state district judge
ruled last week that Texas
Attorney General Ken Pax-
ton  must  tes t i fy  in  a
whistleblower case that led
to his impeachment and
subsequent acquittal. That
case revolves around Pax-
ton’s dealings with develop-
er Nate Paul, who is under
federal indictment for wire
fraud, The News reported.

Four top deputies were
fired after reporting Pax-
ton’s dealings with Paul to
the FBI. A $3.3 million set-
tlement with the whistle-
blowers fell apart when the
Legislature refused to fund
it. The former deputies
claimed, among other alle-
gations, that Paxton “creat-
ed  a  l ega l  op in ion  to
prevent the foreclosure
sales of several of Paul’s
properties.”

Paxton’s attorneys are
appealing the judge’s rul-
ing. The whistleblower case
is more than three years
old. Paxton remains under
federal investigation and
faces trial in early 2024 for
a nearly nine-year-old state
securities fraud indict-
ment.

RRC INSPECTORS OUT
CHECKING NATURAL GAS
FACILITIES

Inspectors for the Texas
Railroad Commission were
out in force in December,
conducting weatherization
inspections at hundreds of
critical natural gas facili-
ties across the state to en-
sure adequate gas supply
this winter.

The RRC said inspectors
have checked 99% of the fa-
cilities that directly connect
to  e lectr ic  generating
plants — including gas pro-
cessing plants,  under-
ground storage facilities
and pipelines.

“The commission will
continue to inspect these
facilities multiple times
during the winter season,”
Wei Wang, executive direc-
tor, said. “In total, we ex-
pect to conduct more than
5,600 inspections of critical
gas facilities on the electric
supply chain map.”

Another important fac-
tor is the amount of natu-
r a l  g a s  s t o r e d  i n
underground facilities that
would be available if the
state is hit with another se-
vere winter storm, such as
Winter Storm Uri in 2021,
or the ice storm last Febru-
ary. The amount stored is
up 6% from the same time
last year and is the highest
winter level seen in the
past six years.

UNCLAIMED POT OF
MONEY GROWS TO $9
BILLION

Texas has almost $9 bil-
lion in “unclaimed proper-
ty,” according to kut.org.
This includes funds from
paychecks, refunds, depos-
its and dormant bank ac-
counts. If the money hasn’t
been claimed after a few
years, the asset holder,
such as a bank, must send
the funds to the Texas
Comptroller.

The amount that gets re-
turned to the rightful own-
er is only a fraction of the
amount sent to the office.
For example, in fiscal year
2023, the state collected
$1.1 billion but only re-
turned about a third of that
amount, or $340 million.

F o l k s  c a n  f i n d  o u t
whether the state is hold-
ing money that belongs to
t h e m  b y  g o i n g  t o
ClaimItTexas.gov.

Year End
Ambitions

It’s the time of year when
I look back and see where
I’ve been and wonder where
I’m going.

On the shortest days of
the year, I like to do a little
recalibration. I take a look
at what I had hoped to do
and ways in which I want
to change my thinking.
Some years I have had ma-
jor changes in the works—
going back to school or
starting a new career. Oth-
er years, my biggest ambi-
tion has been to finish off
the last of the Christmas
cookies before the year’s end
in case they have an end-of-
the-year expiration date
and pose a danger to those
with a less robust constitu-
tion.

This year is somewhere
between the two.

Part of becoming older
and a bit more at peace with
myself is looking at the new
year a little differently. In-
stead of a series of challeng-
es to overcome and changes
to enact, I look at the new
year with a renewed sense
of wonder. Instead of look-
ing at new mountains I’d
like to conquer, I like to
spend a little time question-
ing the things I do every day
without thinking, and how
those things could be better.
Some are profound. Most
are not.

“I’m changing lipsticks,”
I tell my friend, Cheri. She
does not seem to register
that this is a major life
event.

“I only do this once every
10 years or so,” I add, so she
understands the enormity
of the choice.

“I had Thanksgiving din-
ner with a woman whose
lipstick stayed on for the en-
tire meal,” I explained. “I
want to be like her.”

I got the sense Cheri did
not think this end-of-year
ambition was worthy of her
attention. I decided not to
tell her about my other goal:
to polish off all the danger-
ously old Christmas cook-
ies.

But I have a few other
ideas for the new year as
well.

I just got word that an
old friend of mine has a
ruthless form of cancer. We
have not been in touch for
years, but he was a good
friend in high school, and
the prognosis is not good. It
is so hard for me to imagine
the youthful, cheerful, im-
possibly energetic person he
has always been becoming
so ill and facing anything so
dire. And yet he is. And so
could we all.

And so ,  the  b iggest
change I would like to make
in the new year is to stop
behaving as if I have all the
time in the world. While I
don’t know how much time
I have (and I hope it is still
considerable), none of us
knows. I’d like to be a little
gentler on myself in this
new year. I’d like to treat
myself like a person who is
not going to live forever—
simply because I am not.

Today would be a good
day to write to my old friend
and tell him I have nothing
but wonderful memories of
him. Today would be a good
day to lay aside all my pet-
ty grievances against people
who might think different-
ly than I do or hold differ-
ent beliefs. Today would be
an excellent day to let go of
any fears I have of being re-
jected or blamed or embar-
rassed.

On the shortest days of
the year, it’s good to be re-
minded that my time is
short as well. It’s a good
time to do the things that
matter and the things that
bring me joy. It’s a perfect
time to send out a little
more kindness, eat a few
more cookies and buy new
lipstick.

Till next time,
Carrie

Today we mark the somber anniversary of
January 6th, a trying day for our democracy that
will be forever etched in history. It is with a
heavy heart that we reflect on the events that
unfolded within the halls of our nation’s Capitol.

This day serves as a reminder of the challenges
we face as a nation in preserving the principles
that define us.

On January 6th, 2021, we faced a grave threat
that shook our nation to its core. I find myself
reflecting as not only a member of Congress but
as someone who experienced these events first-
hand. Amid all the chaos, I vividly recall the
overwhelming urgency as Capitol Police rushed
my colleagues and me to safety in an effort to
protect our democratic process. Yet, during the
havoc, the dedication and sacrifice of Capitol
Police was a testament to the resilience that
unites us as a nation.

On this solemn occasion, let us remember the
strength that we have gained from our shared
commitment to the values of unity, resilience, and
a firm belief in a better future. We reflect on not
only the trials and tribulations but the hope that
emerged during our darkest hours.

May this day serve as a reminder that despite
differences, we are all bound by our allegiance to
our great country. It is through this that we find
hope and continue to work together to strengthen
our community and our nation.

Reflecting on January 6th:
A message from
Congresswoman Garcia
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KORNER
BY

MIKE KEENEY

er teammates.
“Albert is a tremendous

leader,” Harmon said.
“He’s eager to want to be a
good player and prove ev-
erybody wrong. He plays at
a very high level and he led
by his actions. He proved
he had the overall ability
to play well at the 6A lev-
el.”

Harmon said he expect
Brown to work hard in the
offseason to be an even bet-
ter signal caller when the
2024 season starts.

“He just needs to get
better at the QB position,”
Harmon said. “He has all
the intangibles that a you
have to have to play the
posit ion.  He has arm
strength and mobility. And
he’s a sneaky runner. We
found that out as the sea-
son progressed.”

Harmon said he’s excit-
ed to see what Brown can
do in his next two years as

his starting quarterback.
When asked if he was

worried that Brown would
rest on his laurels, Har-
mon said  that  not  in
Brown’s makeup.

“No, not at all,” Harmon
said. “You have to remem-
ber  he ’s  st i l l  a  baby.
There’s no doubt in my
mind that he’s only going
to get better as he grows
and matures. Albert is a
tremendous person. We
never have to worry about
his grades. He’s a well-
rounded kid. He plays
drums at his church and
when he graduates in two
years, he will be in the top
10 of his class. He’s a real
leader.

The likable Brown said
he thought he had a “pret-
ty good” season and that
he’s ready to work hard in
the offseason and spring
training to get become an
even better quarterback.“I
need to work on my speed,
my deep ball and my over-

all ability,” Brown said. “I
plan on working hard this
offseason.”

And he has set a lofty
goal for himself and his
teammates heading into
the next two years.“I want
to win a state champion-
ship,” Brown said. “If you
aren’t playing for a state
title, you shouldn’t be play-
ing football. I want to come
home with a ring before I
leave here.”

Brown, who said his fa-
vorite NFL QBs are Phila-
delphia’s Jalen Hurts and
Kansas City’s Patrick Ma-
homes, said he knew he
had to earn the respect of
his teammates when he
was named the Cougars’
starting quarterback.

“Everybody was older
than me, so I had to earn
the older guys respect. As
time went on, I think I
earned their respect,” he
said.

Indeed.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A GOOD TIME AT THE

Texas Renaissance
Festival

PHOTO ALBUM BY MARINA SUGG

Mayor John Whitmire with his daughters on each side of him listening to the song You’ll Never Walk Alone at his
Inauguration Ceremony. L – R: Sarah Whitmire, Mayor Whitmire, Whitney Whitmire Jenkins and Judge Victor
Trevino III. (Photo by Allan Jamail)

Whitmire Mayoral lnaugural,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

pants were: Khambrel Marshall, The Mas-
ter of Ceremonies (Channel two retired) ,
The Houston Symphony (Conductor Gonzalo
Farias, Houston Police and Fire Department
Joint Honor Guard, Presentation of Colors,
Dylan Zhong (Pledge of Allegiance), Ailyn
Perez (Principal Artist), Houston Grand
Opera, the National Anthem, Reverend
Michael Gott, Inaugural Blessing, Kenneth
Gayle, Tenor and Reverend Michael Gott,
Soloist, You’ll Never Walk Alone (song),
Mary Griffin and Shaun Smith, Soloists, Up
Where We Belong (song) and Finale Song,
La Charreada, Eduardo Trevino and Mari-
achi Nueco Imperio.

The Honorable Victor Trevino III, Har-
ris County Precinct 6, Place 1 gave Mayor
Whitmire and City Controller Christopher
George Hollins their Oath of Office. Mayor
Whitmire then gave the Oath of Office to
the City Council.

I want to begin by giving a big shout out
to Sue Davis, Whitmire’s Communication
Director. Davis kept Jamail and all the oth-
er media photographers and writers well in-
formed for the past thirteen months of all of
Whitmire’s campaign activities including
election results and up to today’s inaugura-
tion. She’s been an asset to the NC Star and
others in the news media. Sue played a ma-
jor role with her skills in the communica-
tions field to help then Senator John
Whitmire go to now Mayor John Whitmire.

The NC Star and I covered all of Whit-
mire’s mayoral candidacy events, his an-
nouncement on November 29, 2022, and
then his winning as top vote getter in Hous-
ton’s mayor’s election first contest on No-
vember 7, 2023 which put him in a runoff
against second place finisher Congresswom-
an Sheila Jackson Lee. And then his being
elected as Houston’s 63rd mayor on Decem-
ber 9, 2023 and now today’s inauguration.
JW as his friends call him is 74 and the old-
est person to be elected mayor in at least
100 years.

Whitmire was actually officially sworn in
as mayor in a private ceremony in the may-
or’s office at 12:01 a .m. Monday, on New
Year’s Day as required by the city’s charter.
Immediately afterwards Houston Police
Chief Troy Finner took him on a ride in the
city so he could see first-hand some of the
issues officers face. Today’s swearing in cer-
emony is for the public to be able to witness
it.

Today after the inauguration Mayor
Whitmire had his first City Council meet-
ing at 11 a.m. At 2 p.m., Whitmire met and
greeted Houstonians in the first-floor rotun-
da at City Hall, which is something he an-
nounced he’d do after he won the runoff
election. He said, “As your mayor I’ll have
an open-door policy so citizens can come visit
me and let me hear their concerns. My first
day as their Mayor I’ll personally open the
door for citizens to come into their city hall.”

Mayor Whitmire praised the city’s public
work’s personnel, police and firemen and
others. He was critical of some conditions
in the city; he said he’ll give more attention
to them than some other administrations
have in order for citizens to be able to see a
cleaner healthier city. He said you can walk
outside the building here and see homeless

KEENEY’S KORNER - Offensive Player of the Year

Sky is the limit for
Nimitz QB Albert Brown

people and he wants to correct this situa-
tion as much as possible.

Public safety again he stated was his
top priority. He said we can make improve-
ments in all areas of the city but if the pub-
lic is not safe then all other improvements
don’t mean anything. His tough stance on
crime comes from when he was much
younger when his wife, kids and himself
was robbed at gunpoint after they pulled
into their home’s driveway one night. He
said he thought the gunman was going to
murder him. “At the time all I could think
of was how could I protect and save my
wife and kids.”

“We’ve got some serious issues with pub-
lic safety. We need additional officers,”
Whitmire said. He went on to speak about
his commitment to holding violent offend-
ers accountable, saying he’ll push for new
laws if that’s what it takes. .

As a senator, Whitmire stopped those
on death row from getting anything they
wanted as their last meal. He was angered
by convicted murderer Lawrence Russell
Brewer’s refusal to eat the expensive last
meal he ordered prior to his September 21,
2011, execution. Whitmire said that this
was Brewer’s attempt to “make a mockery
out of the process.” The senator contacted
the Texas Department of Criminal Justice
and asked the agency to end the practice
of last meal requests or he would get the
State Legislature to pass a bill doing so.
The agency replied that last meal requests
were accommodated “within reason” from
food available in the prison kitchen, but it
agreed to end the practice immediately at
Whitmire’s insistence.

His position on air conditioning in pris-
ons is tough. In 2021, Whitmire stirred con-
troversy by responding to questions about
the lack of air conditioning in prisons by
saying: “You know, we can talk about this
all day, it’s not gonna change. The prisons
are hot. They’re uncomfortable. And the
real solution is, don’t commit a crime and
you stay at home and be cool. We’re not
gonna air condition them. One, we don’t
want to. Number two, we couldn’t afford it
if we wanted to.”

Whitmire was born August 13, 1949
in Hillsboro, Texas, north of Waco, to
James Madison Whitmire, the Hill
County clerk, and the former Ruth Marie
Harris, a nurse. His parents divorced when
he was seven years old, and the family
moved several times, facing difficult finan-
cial circumstances.

In his early teenage years, he moved to
North Houston and attended Waltrip High
School. Whitmire attended college at
the University of Houston to study politi-
cal science while paying for his education
by working for the Texas State Welfare De-
partment, where he interviewed food
stamp recipients for compliance.

Whitmire is a member of the Democrat-
ic Party, and he was elected to the Texas
House of Representatives in January of
1973 and served until January  1983. In
1983, he won the Senate District 15 seat,
and recently resigned effectively Decem-
ber 31, 2023 after his election as Mayor of
Houston.

Friday, 11/24/2023, the day after
Thanksgiving, spent the day with
Kenneth and Mija, Denise Castillo
Rath, at the RenFest. It had been
36 years since my first and only visit
there. This was Kenneth’s first time
to experience it. Thank you, Lord,
for blessing me with this day, and
the weather couldn’t have been
more perfect .  I  pray  I  w i l l
remember this day for a long time
to come. And, thank you to Gil
Hoffman of the Northeast News

for the tickets. I entered one of
his weekly contests for free
tickets and I won. On the way
there and back home, we ate at the
Magnolia Diner. We gave it a 5
Star review! At the fest, Kenneth
had to have a pickle ($4), a bottle
of Mead, a type of wine ($34), and
a small bowl of crawfish etouffee
over rice ($12). Mija and I split a
sausage on a stick ($10) and a 16oz
Dos Equis ($12).

You can read the Northeast News curent and back
issues on our website: www.nenewsroom.com
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Business Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

Tapiceria
PRAT

Upholstery & Awning
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

RAPHAEL PRAT

281-590-7562
2021 Aldine Mail Rt.

Suite 902
Houston, TX 77039

UPHOLSTERY & AWNING

01-tfn

CARPET DEPOT

SCREENS AND SHADES

Beat the Heat!
Exterior Solar Screens and

Insect Shades
Free Estimates

832-247-4581
24-4t

VEHICLE INSPECTION STATION

T H E  F R U G A L  F R O GT H E  F R U G A L  F R O G
     C A L L  7 1 3 - 2 6 6 - 3 4 4 4  T O  R E A C H  1 0 , 0 0 0  R E A D E R S     C A L L  7 1 3 - 2 6 6 - 3 4 4 4  T O  R E A C H  1 0 , 0 0 0  R E A D E R S

CLASSIFIEDCL
AS

SI
FI

ED

SERVICES SERVICES

TRANSMISSIONS
TEJAS

Houston’s Only Standard &
Automatic Specialists

FREE Computer Diagnostics

Since 1997
Quality
Work!

Full 12 Mo. Or 12,000 Mile Warranty
“We Will Honor Other Shops Coupons”

Se Habla Español
225 Aldine Mail Route, 77037

281-931-9300

BBB

Rating A+

Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.

C H U R C H    P A G E

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Workshops, Community Engagement,
Citizenship Classes & Parenting Programs

          Mariana Sanchez, Director
          Call: 281-799-9076
          Text: 832-906-4214
          marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA

MAIL TO 5906 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057, or EMAIL:
nenewsroom@aol.com, or FAX TO  713-977-1188 or CALL 713-266-3444

$18.00
(20

WORDS)
2 WEEKS

GREAT VALUE • GREAT RESULTS
18.50 19.00 19.50 20.00 20.50

CLASSIFIED WORD AD FORM
NORTHEAST NEWS

Call 713-266-3444

DEADLINE
12:00
NOON

THURSDAY

Place one word per box

CREDIT CARD NO.:_________________________________ EXP. __________

NAME ON CARD: __________________________________SEC. NO. _______

ADDRESS: _____________________________CITY __________ ZIP ________

TELEPHONE: ______________________________________________

NO. OF WORDS IN AD: ___________ NO. OF WEEKS TO RUN: _______

$ AMOUNT PER WEEK____________ TOTAL AMOUNT ____________

DESIRED CLASSIFICATION HEADING: _________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION

CHECK or MASTERCARD AM EXVISA

18.00

LEGAL
NOTICES

APPEAR IN
THE

NORTHEAST
NEWS,

HIGHLANDS
STAR CROSBY

COURIER,
AND THE
NORTH

CHANNEL
STAR.

CALL 713-
266-3444

MARKET PLACEMARKET PLACE
When you call these Advertisers, this

Newspaper receives a referral fee, whether you
purchase or not. You can help the Newspaper
by calling with an inquiry. THANK YOU.

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey
—
1. Is the book of Song of Solomon (KJV) in the Old or
New Testament or neither?
2. Who did Zachariah not believe on telling him his
wife would conceive? Jesus, Luke, Gabriel, Mark
3. From Numbers 27, who became Moses’ successor
as leader of Israel? Aaron, Abraham, Elisha, Joshua
4. How many times is the phrase “holy ground”
mentioned in the Bible (KJV)? 2, 24, 37, 64

5. From Mark 11, who did Jesus cast out of the
Temple? Armies of Satan, Harlots, Money changers,
Lepers
6. What king saw the “handwriting on the wall”?
Darius, Belshazzar, Daniel, Solomon

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Gabriel, 3) Joshua, 4) 2 (Ex 3:5, Acts 7:3), 5) Money
changers, 6) Belshazzar
Hardcore trivia fan? Visit Wilson Casey’s subscriber site at
www.patreon.com/triviaguy.
(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Jake Johnson, left, and Anna Kendrick star in “Self Reliance.”

“SELF RELIANCE”
(R) — In his directorial
debut,  Jake Johnson
(“New Girl”) plays Tom-
my, a single network
manager, who gets ap-
proached by Andy Sam-
berg to star in a dark-web
reality show with a prize
of $1 million. The premise
of the show is simple: For
30 days, Tommy must
avoid a group of hunters
who will try to kill him.
His only saving grace is
that the hunters can only
attack when he’s alone.
So, to survive, this lone
wolf must find someone to
shadow him. After a
handful of people find ex-
cuses not to shadow him,
Tommy finally encoun-
ters another player in the
reality show, named Mad-
dy (Anna Kendrick), and
the two strangers team
up to effectively avoid get-
ting murdered. This com-
edy thriller releases Jan.
12 (Hulu)

“ T H E  H U N G E R
GAMES: THE BALLAD
OF SONGBIRDS AND
SNAKES” (PG-13) — In
2020, author Suzanne
Collins released a prequel
to her megahit series,
“The Hunger Games,”
and it was quickly adapt-
ed to the big screen to join
the other four films in the
franchise. Starring Tom
Blyth in his breakout role
as a young Coriolanus
Snow and Rachel Zegler
(“West Side Story”) as
Lucy Gray Baird, the pre-
quel is set 64 years before
the events of “The Hun-
ger Games.” It focuses on
Coriolanus’ beginnings as
an Academy student and
how he was chosen to be
Lucy Gray’s mentor for
the 10th Hunger Games.
Clever and dangerously
ambitious, Coriolanus
knows that he can seize
this opportunity to gain
great power, but first, he
needs to ensure that his
songbird District 12 men-

tee gets out of the arena
alive. Out now to rent.
(Amazon Prime Video)

“TED”  (TV-MA) —
Based on the feature
films created by Seth
MacFarlane (“Family
Guy”), this prequel series
takes viewers back to
Massachusetts in 1993 to
tell the origin story of the
foul-mouthed teddy bear
that everyone came to
know and love in the first
two films. In his early life,
Ted lives with the family
of his 16-year-old best
f r i e n d ,  J o h n  ( M a x
Burkholder), previously
portrayed by Mark Wahl-
berg. After being pres-
sured by the family to get
an education along with
John, Ted enters the ter-
rifying realm of high
school and attempts to
find hilarity in all the
awkward teenage mile-
stones that come with it.
The full series, consisting
of eight episodes, pre-
mieres Jan. 11. (Peacock)

“LIFT” (PG-13) — A
heist group consisting of
six key players faces a
choice between getting
charged for  ident i ty
fraud, money laundering
and more or taking a deal
offered by a government
agent. This score would
be their biggest yet — half
a billion in gold — but the
catch is that the gold is
locked away in a safe on
a plane. The only chance
to stop the gold from
reaching the terrorist
who’s desperate to get his
hands on it is to steal it
mid-flight. Kevin Hart
leads this action-packed
film, which also stars
G u g u  M b a t h a - R a w
( “ L o k i ” ) ,  J e a n  R e n o
(“Leon: The Profession-
al”), Sam Worthington
(“Avatar”) and more.
Don’t miss out on its pre-
miere on Jan. 12. (Netflix)

(c) 2024 King Features
Synd., Inc.

“Self Reliance”

Q:I was sorry to hear about the death
of Ryan O’Neal. “Paper Moon” is one of
my all-time favorite movies. How is his
daughter Tatum doing? — H.G.

A:Tatum O’Neal wrote in her 2004
autobiography, “A Paper Life,” that she
and her father did not speak for two de-
cades. According to Entertainment
Weekly, they started to repair their re-
lationship in the months before his long-
time love, Farrah Fawcett, died after her
cancer battle in 2009. The father and
daughter duo, who starred in the clas-
sic film “Paper Moon,” reunited on-
screen in 2011 for their own reality
show, “Ryan & Tatum: The O’Neals.”

Their bond continued to grow until
his passing on Dec. 8 at the age of 82.
In a statement to People magazine,
Tatum stated that her dad “meant the
world to me. ... I’ll miss him forever, and
I feel very lucky that we ended on such
good terms.”

***
Q:I know most of the new shows are

starting later this season, but when is
my favorite, “Station 19,” returning? —
K.L.

A:”Station 19" is a spin-off of “Grey’s
Anatomy,” one of the longest-lasting
drama series ever, but unfortunately
“Station’s” time is coming to an end, as
ABC recently announced that the up-
coming seventh season will be its last.
The show boasts six cast members who
have been there since the beginning —
Jaina Lee Ortiz (Andy), Jason George
(Ben), Grey Damon (Jack), Barrett Doss
(Vic), Jay Hayden (Travis) and Danielle
Savre (Maya).

Due to the writers’ and actors’ strikes
in Hollywood, which have fortunately
ended, the fall TV season was pushed
to 2024 and will air much fewer epi-
sodes. “Station 19” will premiere its fi-
nal season on March 14 at 10 p.m. ET.,
the first of just 10 episodes.

***
Q:What happened to the show “Big

Sky”? A friend told me it was canceled.
This surprises me. I thought it was great
and was looking forward to more. — B.F.

A:”Big Sky” was a very promising se-
ries created by David E. Kelley. If that
name sounds familiar, it’s because

Kelley has created and/or produced many
highly successful shows like “L.A. Law,”
“Ally McBeal,” “The Practice,” “Big Little
Lies” and “The Lincoln Lawyer.” In be-
tween these notable hits have been some
misses (“Big Shot” for one). “Big Sky,”
however, probably sits somewhere in the
middle. It lasted only three seasons, but
with its beautiful scenery (set in Montana)
and compelling storyline, it seemed to
have the makings of a hit.

It starred Katheryn Winnick (“Vi-
kings”), Kylie Bunbury (“Pitch”) and
Dedee Pfeiffer (“Cybill”). Pfeiffer is actu-
ally the sister of Kelley’s wife, actress
Michelle Pfeiffer. When the show wasn’t
generating its desired ratings, the name
of it was changed to “Big Sky: Deadly
Trails,” and two stars were added to the
cast — Reba McEntire (“The Voice”) and
Jensen Ackles (“Supernatural”). Alas, it
wasn’t enough, and the series was can-
celed back in May.

S e n d  m e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a t
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com, or write
me at KFWS, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlan-
do, FL 32803.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

Ryan and Tatum O’Neal in “Paper Moon” (1973)



Page 8 TUESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2024NORTHEAST NEWS

HOUSTON – A Houston
Community College (HCC)
team has won the Ameri-
can Association of Commu-
nity Col leges (AACC)
Community College Inno-
vation Challenge.

The HCC team was pit-
ted against community col-
leges from across the
nation, competing to devel-
op ideas for useful and in-
novative devices using
science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics
(STEM).

The students – Kaitlin
Asch, Nyah Lovick and
Neeko Phelps – presented
t h e i r  i d e a  k n o w n  a s
“Project Eagle Rescue,” a
hands-free sensor array
that might be attached to
gear carried by firefighters
to allow better visibility
and safety. As envisioned,
their hands-free device
would allow firefighters to
“see through” smoke and
haze to observe structural
hazards or obstacles that
might be a danger to them-
selves or others.

Each individual team
member received a $3,500
prize in the contest that
was held in partnership
with the National Science
Foundation.

“I think the greatest

thing about being a part of
this team is affirmation for
me about going a non-tra-
ditional route: staying
home and studying at a
community college pre-
sents great opportunities,”
Lovick said. “I loved my
HCC experience and the
support of my fellow stu-
dents and HCC’s great fac-
ulty. It was a perfect choice
for me.”

Lovick studied in HCC’s
Honors College and grad-
uated with highest honors
in May with an associate
degree in chemistry and
will move to the Universi-
ty of Texas at San Antonio
this fall to study chemical
engineering. Asch is pur-
suing a Bachelor of Science
in computer science and
applied physics and plans
to go on to obtain a doctor-
ate. Phelps graduated in
May with an associate de-
gree in mechanical engi-
neering and will enter
Minnesota State Universi-
ty to study mechanical en-
gineering in the fall.

“These are extraordi-
nary students, and we are
extremely proud of their
work on this project,” said
Ravi Brahmbhatt, HCC di-
rector of Student Innova-
t i o n  a n d

Entrepreneurship, who
served as the team’s men-
tor. “They showed that de-
veloping a STEM-based
solution can help to solve
a real-world problem in a
truly meaningful way.”

The HCC team was
among a dozen communi-
ty college f inalists to
present their ideas in
Washington D.C. There,
they attended an Innova-
tion Boot Camp where they
learned from entrepre-
neurs and experts, STEM
leaders and congressional
stakeholders. The team
presented a five-minute
presentation to a panel of
industry and entrepre-
neurial professionals who
then named HCC the win-
ning team.

“These project ideas
showcase the outstanding
educational opportunities
provided at our nation’s
community colleges,” said
Walter Bumphus, presi-
dent and CEO of the asso-
ciation. “On behalf of
AACC, congratulations to
the team from Houston
Community College… the
innovation and creativity
shown by these students
clearly indicates that our
future is in good hands.”

HCC student team wins national
community college Innovation Challenge
Team’s plan for device would help firefighters “see through smoke”

Expand Your Market
We can deliver your ad message to 10,000
readers every week...

We Deliver in Northeast Houston
The NORTHEAST NEWS brings news and advertising messages
to those who live or work in Northeast Houston - Aldine,
Airline, Greenspoint, Beltway 8, Eastex Expressway.

We cover your family, your neighborhood, your schools, your
businesses, your churches and sports teams. In every way,
we try to serve the community and your potential customers.

Our readers believe in the Northeast News, and look to our
pages for their shopping needs. Take advantage of this and
use one of our New Customer Offers below. We welcome
you to a 48 year tradition. Call us at 713-266-3444 if you
need any more information. Or talk to your neighbors, they
read the Northeast News.

Who has advertised in the
NORTHEAST NEWS?

Jed’s Hardware
Prosperity Bank
Gallery Furniture
Greenspoint Mall
Lone Star College
McCauley Lumber
Crosby State Bank
Primeway Federal C. U.
Houston Community College
Llacho Ayala Autoworld
River Oaks Chrysler
METRO
Port Authority
...and many more
CALL us soon.

SPECIAL FREE AD OFFER
Advertise with us Free (the first time), 1/2 Price the Second Time,

Full Price the Third Time.
ANY SIZE AD QUALIFIES, as follows:

Front Page Ads .................................... $100 each insertion
2 col x 2 in. high ............................................................... $40
1/16 page .......................................................................... $70
1/8 page .......................................................................... $125
1/4 page .......................................................................... $250
1/2 page .......................................................................... $475
Full Page......................................................................... $950
Example: 1/4 page first insertion FREE, second insertion $125,
third insertion $250. Camera Ready Ads only, payment must
accompany order. Other details apply.

CALL 713-266-3444 FOR THIS SPECIAL OFFER.
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