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FOOTBALL SEASON WEEK 15:

Texans head to KC for prime time meeting on SNF:
Cowboys hope magic continues against Lions on TNF

Texas’ two NFL teams
will be featured in prime
time this week as the Dallas
Cowboys will face the De-
troit Lions on Thursday
Night Football in the Motor
City, while the Houston Tex-
ans will head to Kansas City
to take on the Chiefs on Sun-
day Night Football.

The Texans have had
their issues beating the
Chiefs, whether it’s been at
NRG Stadium or in Kansas
City, as Houston has lost six
of the last nine times they
have faced the Chiefs. This
is a huge game for both
team’s playoff chances. Two
weeks ago, the Texans won
their third straight game as
the defense dominated Buf-
falo and QB Josh Allen, to
lead the way to a 23-19 vic-
tory. The Texans should

have starting QB C.J.
Stroud back for this game,
but backup Davis Mills did
an outstanding job filling in
for Stroud while Stroud re-
covered from a concussion,
leading Houston to three
straight victories.

The Chiefs know they will
have their main man under
center Patrick Mahomes,
which should serve as plenty
of motivation for the Texans
defense, led by edge rushers
Will Anderson Jr. and
Danielle Hunter.

The NFL will take center
stage in this week’s column.
While this weekend will fea-
ture conference title games
in the Big 12, Big 10, SEC
and ACC, the matchups
were unknown heading into
the final weekend of the reg-
ular season. Once the Col-
lege Football Field (CFP) is
set on Sunday, Dec. 7, we
will take a look at those
first-round games.

So, let’s concentrate on

Volunteers from East Aldine District, Westfield
Fire Department, Constable and Sheriff’s offices,

and BakerRipley helped with the Turkey Giveaway
to Families last week.
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EAST ALDINE DISTRICT
HOLIDAY KICK-OFF DEC. 5
7pm Tree Lighting
9pm Drone Show
Family Fun - SANTA - Live
Nativity - Food - Hot Cocoa +

Two Tornadoes wreak havoc
in NW Harris County areas
100 Homes damaged; No deaths reported

This fallen tree, which crushed the car beyond, is typical of the damage
that was sustained throughout the Cypress & Klein areas.

HARRIS COUNTY -
A  t o r n a d i c  s t o r m
caused widespread and
significant damage and
power outages through-
out northwest Harris
County, officials say.

N e i g h b o r s  w e r e
working to clean up tree
limbs and debris that
riddled the streets of
the Klein area.

“We didn’t see too
much of it,” explained
Ron Manson. “Just hap-
pened so fast. The fur-
niture in the back was
swirling around and
banging our glass win-
dows.”

Officials and resi-
dents reported dam- Continued. See TORNADOES IN NW

COUNTY AREAS, Page 2

aged roofs, broken win-
dows, and power outages.
Images shared on media
showed the damage the

tornadic storm caused to
neighborhoods.

East Aldine Community in action! The Westfield Fire
Department, East Aldine District, Harris County Sheriff’s
Office, BakerRipley, and many dedicated volunteers
came together to provide free turkeys to our East Aldi-

East Aldine Groups distribute Turkeys for Thanksgiving

ne residents. We are grateful for the spirit of collabora-
tion and service that continues to make our communi-
ty stronger. (Photos by Westfield Fire Department)

Happy Turkey Day!

At its regular board meeting on Nov. 18, Aldine ISD
officially swore in three newly elected trustees: Nataly
Pérez (Position 5), Steve Moore (Position 4), and Angela
Williams (Position 3).

The new trustees were elected during the Nov. 4 gen-
eral election, bringing fresh leadership and perspectives
to the district of more than 52,000 students.

Angela E. Williams
Williams takes over Po-

sition 3, succeeding retir-
ing trustee Rose Avalos.
She brings 22 years of ex-
perience in education, in-
cluding roles supporting
early childhood programs,
families, and secondary
students. She currently
serves as an academic com-
pletion specialist in Spring
ISD. Williams earned a
bachelor’s degree in histo-

ry with a minor in political science and a master’s de-
gree in early childhood and family education.

Her leadership philosophy is grounded in service, re-
lationships, and collaboration.

“Let us know what you want … to move forward as
the district is moving forward. We’ll continue to be cre-
ative and continue to be innovative. The bottom line is

Aldine ISD Welcomes 3 New Board Members
building relationships in our schools. We as board mem-
bers need to be visible, making our community mem-
bers aware that we are serving alongside them —
everyone is of importance.”

Steve Moore
Moore was elected to

Position 4, filling the seat
of retiring trustee Concep-
tion “Connie” Esparza,
who served for eight years.
He brings a diverse back-
ground in engineering,
higher education, business
leadership, and communi-
ty service. He holds ad-
vanced degrees in physics,
materials science, and
business, and previously

taught as a university professor before co-founding VSC
Management LLC and Villa Serena Communities.

His experience includes coordinating emergency hous-
ing during Hurricane Harvey, collaborating with law
enforcement on safety initiatives, and volunteering with
organizations serving youth, including the Greater Hous-
ton Police Activities League and Ambassadors for Christ
Youth Ministries.

As a trustee, Moore has expressed interest in strength-
ening classroom support, expanding academic opportu-

nities, and helping students develop career and person-
al skills needed for future success. He also emphasized
the importance of enhancing career and technical edu-
cation.

Moore lives in the Greenspoint/North Houston area,
residing in one of the communities his company manag-
es—reflecting what he describes as a commitment to ac-
countability and community investment.

Nataly Pérez
Nataly Pérez replaces

longtime trustee Steve
Mead in Position 5. A life-
long Houstonian and Mac-
A r t h u r  H i g h  S c h o o l
graduate, she has lived in
the Aldine area since the
1990s. After more than 15
years as a certified medi-
cal assistant, she shifted to
community service in 2018
when she joined the East
Aldine Management Dis-

trict. She now works for Lone Star College and is the
parent of four children, including two currently in col-
lege.

Pérez said she hopes to bring a strong community

Continued. See NEW LEADERSHIP SWORN IN AS ALDINE ISD BOARD, page
5

Your Child can Write a
LETTER TO SANTA

Use the Form Inside
We will publish Letters in

the next 2 Issues
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S C H O O L    N E W S     P A G E

A Message From The Superintendent,
Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney.

Aldine ISD Family,
Thanksgiving is my favor-

ite holiday. What’s not to love
about good food, family and fel-
lowship? Thanksgiving can
also bring mixed emotions.
Who was at the table last year
that is not there this year? Or,
on the flip side, who is new to
the table like my newborn
grandbaby I affectionately call
“prince.” What a surprise and
blessing for the little prince to
grace our table this year.
Through good times and hard
times, it’s family and friends
who carry you through. Take
time to thank them, to hug
them, and remember them on
special holidays like Thanks-
giving.

We are past the midpoint of
the fall semester, and I contin-
ue to be grateful for the ener-
gy, resilience, and joy that are
evident across our schools. Ev-
ery day, I see students grow-
ing,  teachers innovating,
support staff going the extra
mile, and families showing up
for their children.

As we enter the holiday sea-
son, I would like to highlight
the great things happening
across Aldine ISD and share a
few important updates — a
great many things have hap-
pened since my last message.

Celebrating a Season of
AchievementOver the past sev-
eral weeks, our students and
staff have continued to shine
in classrooms, on stages, and
on playing fields, making us all
proud and inspired. Their
achievements are the result of
their hard work, but also the
dedication of educators and
coaches that permeates our
district.

We are proud to celebrate
three Aldine ISD campuses —
Young Women’s Leadership
Academy, Blanson CTE High
School, and Thompson Ele-
mentary School — recognized
in the 2024–2025 Children at
Risk rankings for their aca-
demic growth and student suc-
cess. This year, Children at
Risk highlighted Aldine ISD as
one of the top school districts
in the Houston region for im-
provement, noting the signifi-
cant  and inspir ing gains
happening across our campus-
es. These recognitions reflect
the hard work of our teachers,
campus leaders, and, most im-
portantly, our students, who
rise to challenges every day.

Our commitment to student
success is unwavering. For the
second consecutive year, Aldi-
ne ISD has been named a
CTAT CTE District of Distinc-
tion. The award reaffirms our
commitment to equipping stu-
dents for high-wage, high-de-
mand careers. Our career and
technology education programs
continue to receive national at-
tention for innovative practic-
es that equip students with
industry-aligned skills and
real-world experience. We are
committed to ensuring that our
students graduate with a
range of choices and opportu-
nities.

We were also honored to re-
ceive two statewide awards
from MASBA for our workforce
and civics initiatives. This rec-
ognition reinforces our convic-
tion that preparing students
for life necessitates both em-
ployable skills and informed
civic engagement.

Student Spotlight: Talent
on DisplayOur students con-
tinue to prove that hard work
and passion can open remark-
able doors.

This month, the district
watched with excitement as Al-
dine High School’s Jaquelin
García Padrón competed at the
State Cross Country Champi-
onship. Her determination and
grace have inspired so many
across Aldine.

We are also cheering on
three Aldine ISD varsity foot-

ball teams heading to the playoffs
— Nimitz, Davis, and Eisenhower
high schools. With Nimitz and
Davis finishing as District Co-
Champions, our community is
ready to fill the stands and show
our student-athletes we believe in
them. And speaking of football, did
you see Eisenhower High School
alum Ryan Niblett make that
touchdown for his school, the Uni-
versity of Texas?

Additionally, students from
Anderson Academy had an unfor-
gettable experience at the Hous-
ton Ballet, where they trained
with legendary dancer Lauren
Anderson. Aldine High School’s
own bull rider earned a spot at the
national competition! And we had
several AISD students and staff
members perform onstage in
Akeelah and the Bee at The En-
semble Theatre in Houston.

Alums continue to make waves
in the performing arts. Aldine ISD
alumna and MacArthur High
School Class of ’96 graduate Lato-
nia Moore — a three-time Gram-
my winner — returned home to
perform at the Houston Grand
Opera in Porgy & Bess, fulfilling
a dream years in the making. And
recent Carver High School gradu-
ate Alyssa Dorsey performed at
the ExxonMobil Founders Club.

Keep Sharing Your #Aldi-
neStory These stories — from
classrooms to national stages —
remind us why this year’s district-
wide theme is #AldineStory. Every
student, staff member, and alum
adds a new chapter to who we are.
I invite you to watch one of our fea-
tures and share your own #Aldi-
neStory as we continue celebrating
the experiences that shape our
community.

Creating Opportunities in Ev-
ery School

One of our ongoing commit-
ments is to ensure that every stu-
dent — in every classroom, on
every campus — has access to en-
riching experiences and high-qual-
ity instruction.

Our Opportunity Schools ini-
tiative continues to expand mean-
ingful learning moments. At
Hoffman Middle School, students
met New York Times bestselling
author Jen Calonita, who inspired
their love of reading and storytell-
ing. Meanwhile, Caraway Elemen-
tary joined the University of
Houston–Downtown’s bilingual e-
library project and was selected for
the CYCLE Bike program, which
rewards students for reaching lit-
eracy goals. These partnerships
demonstrate what is possible
when community support aligns
with campus needs.

In other district news, our stu-
dents continue to excel in academ-
ic competitions. Congratulations
to all participants of our 2nd An-
nual District Spanish Spelling
Bee. Our “Súper Spellers” repre-
sented their schools with pride and
confidence. We also celebrated stu-
dents from Impact Leadership
Academy, who will soon showcase
their artwork at the Contemporary
Arts Museum Houston — a fantas-
tic opportunity for young artists to
share their voice with a broader
audience.

I would also like to congratu-
late our students who recently
qualified for the TEXSEF State
Championship after strong perfor-
mances at the esports Gobble
Grapple Tournament — another
example of our students leading
the way academically and compet-
itively.

And it’s not just students we
provide opportunities for — we
also look for ways to engage our
parents and caregivers. One
unique initiative has brought a di-
verse group of parents together
through a virtual reading club —
and along the way, they found “fa-
milia.” Everyone understands the
word “family” in any language,
and that is what we strive to cre-
ate in our schools and communi-
ty.

We also continue to see strong
progress in classrooms thanks to
our implementation of high-quali-
ty instructional materials (HQIM).

Teachers report that HQIM is
helping them better tailor in-
struction and keep students
deeply engaged in grade-level
content.

Families Engaged and Em-
poweredOur work is stronger
when families are informed and
involved. This fall, we saw an
extraordinary turnout at events
focused on supporting learning
at home and helping families
navigate key decisions.

We welcomed hundreds of
families to our Family Learning
Summit, hosted by our FACE
team, and to our Annual Tran-
sition Expo for families of stu-
dents with special needs.

Last weekend, families filled
the M.O. Campbell Education-
al Center for our Choice Schools
Expo, where they explored the
extensive menu of specialized
programs available for the
2025–2026 school year. If you
missed the Expo or still need
help with the application pro-
cess, we are hosting Application
Help Centers on December 3 at
multiple locations. Families
should remember: applying af-
ter the First Lottery window
significantly lowers the chance
of receiving a seat in your pre-
ferred program. We encourage
everyone to apply early and
reach out if you need assistance.

I also want to express my
gratitude to the families and
community members who par-
ticipated in our first Communi-
ty Partners meeting of the year.
Your support and collaboration
are invaluable,  and when
schools and community organi-
zations work together, our stu-
dents benefit.

In alignment with our en-
gagement efforts, we launched
“The Aldine Promise,” which
aims to enhance customer ser-
vice throughout the district. To
further strengthen this area, we
would appreciate your feed-
back.

Highlights From Across Our
Community

Aldine ISD continues to be
supported by partners who
share our commitment to the
mission.

The Aldine Education Foun-
dation hosted its annual “Son-
n y ”  D o n a l d s o n  G o l f
Tournament and a donor appre-
ciation event, both of which fo-
cused on raising funds for
student scholarships and teach-
er grants. We are grateful for
our AEF supporters and their
continued investment in our
students’ futures.

I also thank our school psy-
chologists, education support
professionals, and substitute
teachers, who all have appreci-
ation days in November. As I’ve
stated before, it takes a commu-
nity of dedicated individuals
willing to give their best each
and every day for our kids.

C l o s i n g  T h o u g h t s  —
Progress,  Possibil ity,  and
PrideAs we approach Thanks-
giving, I am especially grateful
for each of you — our students
who work hard every day, our
teachers and staff who give
their heart and talent, and our
families who partner with us to
support their children.

A s  w e  r e f l e c t  o n  o u r
progress, I am also reminded
that this year marks Aldine
ISD’s 90th anniversary. For
nearly a century, this commu-
nity has embodied a profound
commitment to public education
and the transformative power of
opportunity. Together, we hon-
or that legacy by preparing to-
day’s students for bright futures
— and by writing the next chap-
ter of our #AldineStory.

Once again, thank you for all
you do for Aldine ISD. I wish
each of you a safe, restful, and
joyful Thanksgiving season.

With Aldine Pride,
Dr. LaTonya M. GoffneySu-

perintendent

On Wednesday, Nov. 19,
Joe V’s Smart Shop un-
veiled two book vending
machines—one at Bussey
Elementary and one at
Stehlik Elementary. Un-
like traditional machines
that dispense snacks,
these machines will allow
students to exchange gold
tokens for books of their
choice, helping foster a
love of reading across both
campuses.

Kathleen Scott, who has
served as principal of Bus-
sey Elementary for 11
years and has spent 37
years in Aldine ISD, said
she was thrilled by Joe V’s
continued investment in
her campus and communi-
ty.

“It warms my heart that
the kids are this excited
about the book they’re get-
ting,” Scott said.

She added that the ma-
chines will support Bus-
sey’s academic goals for
the year.

“This will help our kids
grow academically. Our
goal this year is to be an
A-rated campus. Having
another incentive for them
to get books and continue
striving for success is im-
portant and will help reach
that goal,” Scott said. “In
order to get the gold token,
students have to have good
attendance, good grades,
and  good  communi ty
awareness. All of these
things will help our Bussey
Bears be the best they can
be and enjoy their tokens.”

Joe V’s Smart Shop has
a growing presence in Al-
dine. In August, the com-
p a n y  o p e n e d  a  n e w
location at I-45 and West
Road with a commitment
to providing families with
fresh, affordable food op-
tions. Lisa Helfman, direc-
tor of public affairs for
H-E-B Grocery Company,
said the company believes
in investing deeply in local
communities.

Aldine ISD, Joe V’s Smart Shop
Partner to Boost Literacy With
New Book Vending Machines

Aldine ISD’s partnership with Joe V’s Smart Shop continues to grow, expanding a community-focused effort to
promote literacy, access, and opportunity for young learners.

“When we come into a
community, we don’t just
build stores,” Helfman
said. “We want to get to
know our neighbors and
serve them in the ways
they need to be served.”

She said education re-
mains a core pillar for Joe
V’s Smart Shop.

“We are thrilled we have
an incredible partner in
Aldine ISD,” Helfman said.
“Leadership is outstand-
ing, and we know there is
a need in the community.
We are happy to help fill
those needs in the way the
school district needs. We
hope this is just the start
of a partnership that will
carry on for years to come.”

Each new vending ma-
chine is stocked with 500

free books for elementary
students. Among those cel-
ebrating the unveiling was
Bussey Elementary fifth
grader Mariana Garcia,
who read an original poem
during the event.

“The book vending ma-
chine is astounding!” Gar-
cia said. “Most vending
machines only sell bever-
ages and food. However,
this one helps with educa-
tion. I used to have to go
to the library to check out
books or buy them at the
store, but now I can earn
them at school! The book
vending machine inspires
me to read more books be-
cause every time I pass it
in the hallway, I think
about all the books I want
to read.”

Celebrate our 74 Cam-
pus Teachers of the Year
and the #AldineStory they
are shaping for Aldine ISD
and our students.

Aldine ISD is proud to
recognize the outstanding
educators selected as 2025-
2026 Campus Teachers of
the Year. These honorees
represent the first step in
the  d i s t r i c t ’ s  annual
Teacher of the Year pro-
cess. Each Aldine ISD
school selects a Campus
Teacher of the Year before
the end of the first semes-
ter.

A district committee
will review written appli-
cations and name six dis-
trict finalists in February.

Aldine ISD Schools Name Their 2025-
2026 Campus Teachers of the Year

The finalists will then par-
ticipate in interviews with
the district coordinating
committee.

Every Campus Teacher
of the Year will be honored
at the Educators of the
Year Breakfast later in the
spring semester, where the
district will announce the
Elementary Teacher of the
Year and the Secondary
Teacher of the Year. The
two winners will go on to
represent Aldine ISD in
the Region 4 Teacher of the
Year competition in the
summer.

“As educators, we know
that every great school
year is shaped by the peo-

ple who show up every day
with passion, purpose, and
belief in our students. Our
Campus Teachers of the
Year embody the very best
of Aldine ISD. Their sto-
ries of dedication and im-
pact reflect who we are and
who we aspire to be as a
district. I am so proud to
celebrate these incredible
leaders who are writing
the next chapter of our
#AldineStory.”

Help us celebrate these
inspiring educators and
their dedication to Aldine
students. Send them a
shout-out on social media
using the hashtag #Aldi-
neStory.
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Warm Spots

Supreme Court Blocks Lower Court Redistricting Ruling

In our household, my hus-
band, Peter, and I have ac-
quired nicknames which we
imagine our cat, Felix, calls us
by. To Felix, I am Mama and
Peter is Mouse.

We came by these names
because I spend more time
cuddling with Felix—although
he is not much of a cuddler. On
the rare occasions when he de-
cides he’d like to make biscuits
(or whatever term you use for
that endearing activity where
a cat treats you like a loaf of
bread and kneads you with his
two front paws), I am the one
he selects. But other than
that, Mama has few redeem-
ing qualities because it is
Mouse who plays all  the
games, and Felix loves games.

Peter and Felix have string
games and chase games and
games in a box. They have sur-
prise one another around the
corner games and throw tow-
els over Felix’s head games.
They have so many games in
so many varieties that I do not
try to keep track. Occasional-
ly, I hear something fall to the
ground (usually something
that used to live on my night-
stand) but, other than that, I
don’t pay much attention to
the many games that Felix
and Mouse play.

Mouse is also the one who
dispenses the treats. This is
because, according to Felix,
Mouse knows where the treats
are kept and he knows how to
open a tuna can. There is no
indication that Mama knows
either of these things. Mama
also does other things, things
that Felix really does not like.
Mama yells when Felix is on
the table (Mouse pretends he
does not see him). And—worst
of all—Mama gets out the nail
clippers and cuts Felix’s beau-
tiful curving claws. This is just
plain awful and only barely
compensated for when he then
gets a special treat once the
torture is complete. So Mama,
it must be said, is rather use-
less when she is not outright
annoying.

But lately, since the weath-
er turned cold in San Miguel,
Mama has demonstrated a
new, unexpected skill that has
come in quite handy. Mama
can find the warm spots.

In reality, I have two elec-
tric back heaters that I plug
in and use to keep warm since
the apartment has no heating.
I keep one under my desk, un-
der a towel, and the other on
my side of the bed, under the
sheets. I only turn them on
when I plan to use them, and
these mysterious warm spots
are very appealing to Felix.
But he’s never sure where
they are and when they will be
warm.

This has given Mama a lit-
tle unexpected clout as she lo-
cates the warm spots in the
apartment, and Felix follows
her around to see if she is hog-
ging one of them so he can
move in.

If she is sleeping on one of
them, he slowly works his way
over until he is under Mama’s
armpit. If there is one under
her desk, she inconsiderately
puts her feet on top of it, so Fe-
lix has to stretch himself right
over the top of her feet to suck
up the available warmth.
Then she’ll get up to fetch
more coffee and return, only to
shove her feet under him
again. It is very bothersome.

But once Mama has a fresh
cup of coffee and Felix is se-
curely on top of her wool socks,
life is pretty good. Mouse goes
out for his hike. Mama stays
put at her desk making “tap-
pa-tappa-tapping” noises on
the computer above, and Fe-
lix decides Mama is not entire-
ly bad after all.

Till next time,
Carrie

The U.S. Supreme Court on
Friday blocked a lower court rul-
ing that threw out the state’s
new congressional map, allowing
the new districts to stay in place,
at least for now. A federal panel,
by a 2-1 vote, said a few days ear-
lier that the new map was racial-
ly gerrymandered.

The Dallas Morning News re-
ported Justice Samuel Alito
signed the order after Texas At-
torney General Ken Paxton ap-
pealed the lower court’s decision,
which would have forced the
state to revert to the old map.

Alito asked the full court to
rule by 5 p.m. on Nov. 24.

Days earlier, U.S. District
Judge Jeffrey V. Brown, a Trump
appointee, had granted a prelim-
inary injunction. Brown was ap-
pointed to  his  posit ion by
President Donald Trump and is
a former Texas Supreme Court
justice who has long backed con-
servative policies. U.S. Circuit
Judge Jerry E. Smith wrote a
searing dissent.

The Texas Legislature last
summer redrew the map at Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s request,
making it likely the GOP would
pick up five additional congres-
sional seats next year.

The filing deadline for a place
on the primary ballot is Dec. 8.
Until the issue is settled, poten-
tial congressional candidates will
not know which position to file
for.

JUDGE BLOCKS DISPLAY OF TEN
COMMANDMENTS AT SOME
SCHOOLS

A federal judge has ruled that
requiring the display of the Ten
Commandments in Texas class-
rooms interferes with the reli-
gious freedoms of the 15 Texas
families who sued, issuing a tem-
porary injunction against 11 dis-
t r i c t s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e ,
the Houston Chronicle reported.

The ruling has been appealed
to the U.S. Fifth Circuit Court of
Appeals, which will hear argu-
ments in both the Texas case and
a similar case in Louisiana.

Meanwhile, Texas Attorney
General Ken Paxton has sued
Round Rock,  Leander  and
Galveston school districts after
their school board members vot-
ed against  putt ing up the
displays.“These rogue ISD offi-
cials and board members bla-
tantly disregarded the will of
Texas voters who expect the le-
gal and moral heritage of our
state to be displayed in accor-
dance with the law,” Paxton said
in a statement.

Another lawsuit challenging

the requirement to post the Ten
Commandment also resulted in
a temporary blocking of posting
the Ten Commandments. A total
of 25 school districts are affect-
ed by the rulings.

DALLAS FED: STATE’S
ECONOMY IS COOLING

The Texas economy is cooling,
according to a recent analysis by
researchers at the Federal Re-
serve Bank of  Dal las . The
News reported the analysis con-
cludes that tariffs, inflation and
uncertainty about the economy
are taking a toll on the state’s
businesses.

“Tariffs and the surrounding
uncertainty continue to impact
the Texas economy,” Luis Torres,
a Dallas Fed economist who co-
authored the analysis, said in ac-
companying comments.  He
added that nearly half of all the
businesses surveyed are seeing
costs go up because of tariffs, and
more than a fourth are passing
along those higher costs to their
customers.

The survey found modest
growth in the manufacturing sec-
tor while the services sector saw
slight job losses.

Texas has the country’s sec-
ond-largest state economy, with
9% of overall U.S. gross domes-
tic product.

NEW STATE PARKS PLANNED
WITH $1 BILLION FUND

After voters in 2023 backed a
$1 billion endowment to estab-
lish the Centennial Parks Con-
servation Fund, the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department is plan-
ning development of several new
state parks. The largest is the
Silver Lake Ranch acquisition
from the Moody Foundation,
which will be developed with
money from the fund, according
to the Austin American-States-
man.

Other new parks planned in-
clude:

· Bear Creek State Park,

1,720 acres in Uvalde County.
· Post Oak Ridge State Park,

3,170 acres in Lampasas and
Burnet counties.

· Enchanted Rock State Nat-
ural Area expansion, 3,700 acres
in Llano County.

“This fund allows Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department
to address the demand for more
public lands in Texas while con-
serving natural and cultural re-
s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  u s e  a n d
enjoyment of present and future
generations,” the Parks and
Wildlife Department said on its
website.

PAXTON ASKS COURT TO KEEP
DIVORCE RECORDS SEALED

Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton is asking a Collin Coun-
ty court to seal records in his on-
g o i n g  d i v o r c e  c a s e , T h e
News reported. A hearing has
been set for Dec. 19 on a lawsuit
filed by several major media
companies to make the records
public.

“Allegations that might sug-
gest abuse of marital assets, con-
c e a l m e n t  o f  f i n a n c i a l
information, or personal conduct
inconsistent with public respon-
sibility are not merely private —
they are of public consequence,”
the plaintiffs’ filing reads.

In response, Paxton called the
media companies’ efforts an “un-
precedentedly broad and intru-
sive request.”

Paxton’s wife, state Sen. An-
gela Paxton, R-McKinney, filed
for divorce in July, citing infidel-
ity, according to Collin County
court documents. Ken Paxton is
attempting to unseat U.S. Sen.
John Cornyn in next March’s
GOP primary.

ADD A FLU SHOT TO
THANKSGIVING SHOPPING LIST

The Texas Department of
State Health Services is encour-
aging everyone to add flu shots
to their Thanksgiving shopping
lists. Flu vaccines are widely
available at health clinics, doc-
tors’ offices, and pharmacies
across Texas.

“It is especially important for
older adults, very young chil-
dren, people with chronic health
conditions and pregnant women
to get protection from the flu,”
said DSHS Commissioner Jenni-
fer Shuford. “People in those
higher risk groups are more like-
ly to get seriously sick if they do
get the flu, and some will inevi-
tably need to be hospitalized and
even die from their infections.”

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention estimates
that the flu caused at least
600,000 hospitalizations in the
United States and tens of thou-
s a n d s  o f  d e a t h s  l a s t  f l u
season.Cooler weather, holiday
gatherings, and increased trav-
el all increase the risk that the
flu will spread. Public health of-
ficials recommend everyone six
months of age and older get vac-
cinated.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas journalist.
He published a number of com-
munity newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, including in
Longview, Fort Stockton, Nacog-
doches, Lufkin and Cedar Park.

Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

Americans are going to get a little healthier.
President Trump cut deals with the drugmakers
Eli Lilly and Novo Nordisk to increase access to
obesity drugs in a major benefit to American
public health.

The agreements are a win-win-win — good for
consumers, good for the companies and good for
Trump.

One of the most irrational superstitions of our
time is that Big Pharma, which has long been
routinely delivering near-miraculous therapeu-
tics to extend and improve our lives, is a public
enemy. Its latest breakthrough is a class of so-
called GLP-1 drugs that make it easier to lose
weight and to avoid associated serious health
problems, from Type 2 diabetes to heart disease.

The basic dynamic of the Trump deals is that
the companies will, through lower prices, expand
their market share, thus generating more reve-
nue. The companies also get tariff relief and
expedited review for select drugs.

Health and Human Services Secretary Robert
F. Kennedy Jr., the MAHA leader with a para-
noid streak about modern medical advances, has
been hostile to GLP-1 drugs, the most famous of
which is Ozempic, sold by Novo Nordisk.

If everyone could do as many pushups and
pullups as the hyper-fit 71-year-old Kennedy,
perhaps we could turn our back on GLP-1s.

Certainly, RFK Jr. is correct that Americans
should eat better and work out more. But our
body mass index has been increasing for about
150 years, as we’ve made calories cheaper and
more abundant over time. As it happens, the
things that we like to eat or drink that are bad for
us — fast food, soda, chips, cookies — are cheap,
convenient and taste good.

Even if we manage to convince people that they
should eat more fruit, vegetables and legumes,
while taking a Peloton class every day, not
everyone is going to do it as a matter of lifestyle
constraints, individual preference or simple lack
of willpower.

There’s also the fact that once you put on
weight, physiological changes make it more
difficult to shed it.

About 40% of Americans are obese. Wouldn’t it
be great for them — and for American society at
large, which spends roughly $170 billion a year
on obesity-related medical costs — if there were a
safe, relatively convenient way for them to slim
down?

Lo and behold, here it is. The GLP-1s started
out as a treatment for diabetes and have exploded
in popularity as weight-loss drugs.

Trump’s reflex to make it easier for people to
obtain Ozempic and the like — while, not inciden-
tally, boosting his reputation as the nation’s
foremost dealmaker — is the correct one. Drug
pricing is complicated, but by expanding the sale
of the drugs direct to consumers, the companies
can reduce prices. Meanwhile, Medicare will do
more to cover the drugs, also bringing down their
cost.

According to Gallup, about 12% of Americans
report having used a GLP-1 drug at some point
for weight loss, a stunning increase from about
6% in early 2024. Not coincidentally, Gallup is
also now showing a slight dip in obesity. From
2008 — when the polling organization regularly
began asking about weight — to 2022, the per-
centage of obese Americans increased by 14
percentage points, to nearly 40%.

Where any number of fashionable diets and
continual government exhortations for more
physical exertion have failed (before RFK Jr.,
Michelle Obama was urging, “Let’s Move!”), drugs
to slow digestion and reduce the urge to eat are
working.

The percentage of Americans using GLP-1s will
inevitably keep growing, especially if prices
continue to go down, if more oral GLP-1s come
online in addition to injectables, and if other
medical benefits of the drugs emerge. GLP-1s
could easily match the saturation level of statins,
the cholesterol-reducing drugs.

By all means, we should all eat more arugula.
Until then, we have found a pharmaceutical path
to alleviating an ongoing health crisis. President
Trump and the drug companies are to be congrat-
ulated for their creative cooperation to make it
available to more Americans.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2025 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Yes, Ozempic for all
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KEENEY’s

KORNER
BY

MIKE KEENEY

the NFL this week. There’s a
big one in the AFC South as
Indianapolis visits Jackson-
ville. The Texans will be
very interested in the out-
come of that game. Two
weeks ago, the Colts fell to
8-3 with their overtime loss
at KC. That left the Texans
two games behind Indy for
the top spot in the division.

In the AFC North, there’s
a big one as the Pittsburgh
Steelers visit the surging
Baltimore Ravens. Balti-
more, which lost five of its
first six games, took over
first place in the North two
weeks ago with its win over
the Jets, while the Steelers
lost at Chicago as starting
QB Aaron Rodgers missed
the game with a fractured
left wrist. If the Steelers are
to keep pace with the
Ravens, they will need Rodg-
ers back for this one and
something tells me he will
be ready to go on Sunday.

In other games this week-
end, Seattle heads east to
take on a struggling Atlanta
team, while the NFL’s oldest
rivalries resumes as the
Bears visit the Packers in a
huge NFC North contest.
The Bears lead the division,
but the Pack is tough to beat
at home, especially when it
defense plays as it did two
weeks ago when it stifled
Minnesota, 23-6.

In the NFC West, the
first-place Los Angeles
Rams visit Arizona. Week 14
concludes on Monday Night
football with the Eagles vis-
iting the Los Angeles Charg-
ers.

Before we take a look at
this weekend’s schedule,
let’s review last week’s
record. A 10-2 week upped
the season record to 101-51
(66%).

Now, onto this weekend’s
games.

NFL

Dallas at Detroit - This

game pits two of the top of-
fenses in the NFL, so look
for a lot of points on Thurs-
day Night Football. Two
weeks ago, both teams over-
came second-half deficits to
pull out victories. Detroit got
a huge day from running
back Jahmyr Gibbs (951
rushing yards, 10 TDs/48
receptions, 379 yards, 3
TDs) as he rushed for 219
yards, scored twice on the
ground and once on a recep-
tion to lead his team to a 34-
27 overtime win over the
Giants. Gibbs’ 69-yard TD
run on the first play of OT
sealed the win. The Dallas
defense will have its hands
full of Gibbs, QB Jared Goff
(2,769 yards, 23 TDs) and
wideout Amon-Ra St. Brown
(75 receptions, 884 yards, 9
TDs). But so will the Detroit
defense when it faces the
Dallas offense. Two weeks
ago, the Cowboys overcame
a 21-0 deficit at home to ral-
ly for a 24-21 win over Phila-
delphia. QB Dak Prescott
(2,941 yards, 23 TDs) had
another big day, and will
look for help from running
back Javonte Williams (896
yards, 10 total TDs) and big-
play wide receivers George
Pickens (67 receptions,
1,054 yards, 8 TDs) and
CeeDee Lamb (44 recep-
tions, 611 yards, 2 TDs) and
dependable tight end Jake
Ferguson (65 receptions, 460
yards, 7 TDs). This one
should go down to the wire,
with Goff outdueling Pres-
cott as the Lions pull out a
big win to keep their playoff
hopes alive. My pick, Detroit
34, Dallas 31

Indianapolis at Jack-
sonville - A big one for both
teams in the AFC South has

the Colts hitting the road for
the second time in three
weeks. Two weeks ago, Indy
lost in OT at KC, while the
Jags rallied for a win at Ari-
zona. The Colts will need a
solid performance from QB
Daniel Jones (2,840 passing
yards, 17 TDs/159 rushing
yards, 3 TDs) and running
back Jonathan Taylor 1,197
yards, 15 TDs/32 receptions,
268 yards, 2 TDs). Taylor
was held to just 58 yards in
the loss to KC. Jones will
look to make plays in the
passing game to rookie tight
end Tyler Warren (55 recep-
tions, 662 yards, 3 TDs). The
Jags will need a big game
from QB Trevor Lawrence
(2,307 yards, 14 TDS/11 in-
terceptions), and running
back Travis Etienne (815
yards, 5 TDs). I think Indy
will be more focused for this
road trip and will pick up a
big division win on Sunday.
My pick, Indianapolis 26,
Jacksonville 20

Pittsburgh at Balti-
more - These two bitter
AFC North rivals meet in a
huge game on Sunday in
Baltimore. Two weeks ago,
the Steelers lost at Chicago
as starting QB Aaron Rodg-
ers was held out after he
sustained a fractured wrist
the week before. Rodgers
(1,969 yards, 19 TDs) should
play, which will benefit the
Pittsburgh offense. He will
need help from running back
Jaylen Warren (604 yards, 4
total TDs) and wide receiver
DK Metcalf (42 receptions,
573 yards, 5 TDs). After los-
ing five of their first six
games, the Ravens have
gone on a run, winning five
straight heading into their
Thanksgiving night game

against the Bengals. Balti-
more has starting QB Lamar
Jackson (1,595 passing
yards, 15 TDs/237 rushing
yards, 1 TD) back after he
missed two games with a
hamstring injury. Baltimore
is a totally different animal
with Jackson under center
because it opens up things
for running back Derrick
Henry (871 yards, 9 TDs)
and wide receiver Zay Flow-
ers (58 receptions, 761
yards, 1 TD). This will be a
physical, hard-hitting game,
but look for Jackson and
Henry to be the difference
makers late as the Ravens
continue their roll towards
the AFC North title. My
pick, Baltimore 23, Pitts-
burgh 20

Seattle at Atlanta - The
Seahawks travel across the
country for the second time
in three weeks (they played
in Nashville two weeks ago),
but should have little trou-
ble taking care of an Atlanta
team that appears to be
playing out the string of
what has turned into a dis-
appointing season. Seattle
has an explosive offense led
by QB Sam Darnold (2,785
yards, 19 TDs), running
back Kenneth Walker III
(677 yards, 4 TDS) and per-
haps the best wide receiver
in the league in Jaxon
Smith-Njigba (80 receptions,
1,313 yards, 7 TDs). The
Seattle defense will concen-
trate on slowing down versa-
tile running back Bijan
Robinson (853 rushing
yards, 4 TDs/49 receptions,
543 yards, 2 TDs). If they
accomplish that, they should
tee off on QB Kirk Cousins
(449 yards, 2 TDS). My pick,
Seattle 34, Atlanta 16

Chicago at Green Bay -
These two bitter NFC North
rivals meet at Lambeau
Field on Sunday with a lot
on the line. Two weeks ago,
the Bears won their seventh
game in eight games to im-
prove to 8-3 and sit atop the
division standings, while the
GB defense was dominating
in its 23-6 win over the Vi-
kings to help the team im-
prove to 7-3-1. Both teams
had tough games last week
as Chicago visited Philadel-
phia, while the Packers vis-
ited Detroit. Bears QB Caleb
Willliams (2,568 yards, 16

TDS/293 rushing yards, 3
TDs) will get his toughest
test taking on the GB de-
fense. He will need a big
game from running back
D’Andre Swift (649 yards, 4
TDs) and wide receivers
D.J.Moore (36 receptions,
485 yards, 3 TDs) and Rome
Odunze (42 receptions, 653
yards, 6 TDs). GB will look
for a solid effort from QB
Jordan Love (2,560 yards, 15
TDs) and hopes star running
back Josh Jacobs (659 yards,
11 total TDS) is back after
missing the Minnesota game
with a knee injury. Look for
the GB defense to force a
couple of turnovers from
Williams as the Packers
earn a big division win. My
pick, Green Bay 24, Chicago
20

Los Angeles Rams at
Arizona - Don’t look now,
but the Rams could very well
be the best team in the NFL
at this point of the season.
Two weeks ago, LA dominat-
ed a good Tampa Bay team,
34-7, and QB Matthew
Stafford (2,830 yards, 30
TDs) is having an MVP-type
season. He has a lot of weap-
ons with running back
Kyren Williams (786 yards,
6 TDs) and wide receivers
Puka Nacua (80 receptions,
947 yards, 4 TDs) and Da-
vante Williams (48 recep-
tions, 631  yards, 12 TDs).
LA has a solid defense as
well, as Cardinals QB Jaco-
by Brissett (1,887 yards, 11
TDs) will discover come Sun-
day. My pick, Los Angeles
Rams 33, Arizona 17

Houston at Kansas
City - This is an important
game for both of these teams
and their playoff hopes. Two
weeks ago, the Texans kept
theirs alive with a 23-19
home win over the Bills,
while the Chiefs may have
saved their season with a
23-20 overtime win at home
against Indianapolis. Hous-
ton should have starting QB
C.J. Stroud (1,702 yards, 11
TDs) after he missed three
games recovering from a
concussion. He will need
help from rookie running
back Woody Marks (422
yards, 3 total TDs) and big-
play wideout Nico Collins
(52 receptions, 697 yards, 4
TDs). But it will be the
Houston defense that will

Continued from Page 1

FOOTBALL SEASON WEEK 15:

Texans head to KC for prime time meeting on SNF:
Cowboys hope magic continues against Lions on TNF

determine the outcome of
this one. If Will Anderson Jr.
(10.5 sacks) and Danielle
Hunter (11 sacks) can get
consistent pressure on KC
QB Patrick Mahomes (2,977
passing yards, 18 TDs/318
rushing yards, 4 TDs), then
they may have a chance. But
Mahomes knows his team
can’t afford any more losses
heading down the stretch.
Look for him to get help
from running back Kareem
Hunt (457 yards, 7 TDs),
tight end Travis Kelce (54
receptions, 674 yards, 4
TDs) and wide receivers
Marquise Brown (39 recep-
tions, 439 yards, 4 TDs) and
Rashee Rice (34 receptions,
394 yards, 4 TDs in five
games). The Texans struggle
playing at KC, which will
once again prove to be true
come Sunday night.  My
pick, Kansas City 23, Hous-
ton 20

Philadelphia at Los
Angeles Chargers - Week
14 concludes with Monday
Night Football as the Eagles
visit the Chargers. Two
weeks ago, Philly blew a 21-
0 lead at Dallas and lost, 24-
21. The Eagles definitely
have issues on offense. They
struggle to run the ball as
star running back Saquon
Barkley (684 yards, 4 TDs)
has been unable to get un-
tracked all season long. That
is putting more pressure on
QB Jalen Hurts (2,284 pass-
ing yards, 17 TDs/298 rush-
ing yards, 8 TDs) to make
plays in the passing game.
He has two solid wideouts in
Devonta Smith (55 recep-
tions, 754 yards, 3 TDs) and
A.J.Brown (46 receptions,
567 yards, 4 TDs), but some-
thing is missing this year.
The LA defense won’t make
things any easier on Monday
night as they love to bring
pressure. They also have a
few weapons on offense led
by QB Justin Herbert (2,691
passing yards, 19 TDs/345
rushing yards, 1 TD) and
productive wide receivers
Ladd McConkey (54 recep-
tions, 644 yards, 4 TDs) and
Keenan Allen (56 receptions,
592 yards, 4 TDs). Some-
thing tells me the Chargers
continue the Eagles’ frus-
trating season on Monday
night. My pick, Los Angeles
Chargers 26, Philadelphia
23

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower

8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

“It could have been a lot
worse. I’m looking at the
positives, but this was to-
tally unexpected,” Miriam
Harris said.

About 100 homes were
damaged, according to the
Harris County Precinct 4
Constable’s Office.

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez
said a tornado touched
down in the Cypress,
Klein, and Spring areas in
the area near Highways
249 and 2920, while a sec-
ond possible tornado hit
the Riata Rancha area.

The National Weather
Service said they con-

Tornadoes in NW
County areas,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

firmed at least one tornad-
ic storm moved over Har-
ris County on Monday. A
tornadic storm is a system
that produces multiple tor-
nadoes in its duration.

Despite the possible
multiple tornadoes in the
Cypress, Klein, and Spring
areas, officials have not
reported any injuries.

“We ’re  a l l  heal thy .
We’re blessed,” remarked
Elizabeth Matson, who hid
with her three children in
a closet  as the storm
passed through. “This is all
stuff, and it’s alright.”

--KTRK

voice to the board and
emphasized the impor-
tance of trustee visibility.

“ W e ’ r e  h e r e ,  w e ’ r e
present, and we want to
make that difference.
Board members should be
out there in the communi-
ty making sure that every-
body is being heard and
their concerns are being
listened to.”

Commitment to Com-
munity Leadership

Aldine ISD Superinten-
dent  Dr.  LaTonya M.
Goffney said the three new

New leadership sworn in
as Aldine ISD Board sees
major turnover,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Pictured (l-r) are Aldine ISD Board Trustee Randy Bates Jr., AISD Board President Dr. Kimberley N. Booker, AISD
Board Trustee Angela E. Williams, Superintendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney, AISD Board Trustee Steve Moore, AISD
Board Trustee Dr. Viola M. García, AISD Board Trustee Nataly Pérez, and AISD Board Trustee Paul Shanklin.

trustees bring a valuable
range of experiences and
perspectives.

“We are excited to wel-
come Nataly, Steve, and
Angela to the Board of
Trustees,” said Goffney.
“Their commitment to ser-
vice and their belief in our
students, families, staff,
and our community will
help shape the future of
Aldine ISD.”

All three newly elected
trustees emphasized their
roles as community ser-
vants dedicated to improv-
ing outcomes for all Aldine
students.

Seven elected communi-
ty members, serving four-
year terms, comprise the
Aldine ISD Board of Edu-
cation. Board members
serve on a voluntary basis
and are responsible for
providing oversight, set-
ting policy, adopting the
district budget, and sup-
porting the superinten-
dent.
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Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.

C H U R C H    P A G E

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Classes, Free Citizenship Workshops,
Beyond Citizenship/Civic Engagement

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Call: 281-799-9076
Text: 832-906-4214
marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA
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CLASSIFIEDCL
AS

SI
FI

ED

Business Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

BUSINESS ADVERTISINGSCREENS AND SHADES

Beat the Heat!
Exterior Solar Screens

and Insect Shades
Free Estimates

832-247-4581
VEHICLE INSPECTION STATION CAR SERVICE

MAIL TO 5832 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057, or EMAIL:
nenewsroom@aol.com, or CALL 713-266-3444

$20.00
(20

WORDS)
2 WEEKS

GREAT VALUE • GREAT RESULTS
21.00 22.00 23.00 24.00 25.00

CLASSIFIED WORD AD FORM

NORTHEAST NEWS
Call 713-266-3444

DEADLINE
12:00
NOON

THURSDAY
PRIOR

Place one word per box

CREDIT CARD NO.:_________________________________ EXP. __________

NAME ON CARD: __________________________________SEC. NO. _______

ADDRESS: _____________________________CITY __________ ZIP ________

TELEPHONE: ______________________________________________

NO. OF WORDS IN AD: ___________ NO. OF WEEKS TO RUN: _______

$ AMOUNT PER WEEK____________ TOTAL AMOUNT ____________

DESIRED CLASSIFICATION HEADING: _________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION

CHECK or MASTERCARD AM EXVISA

20.00

SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS
Ask about our Business Directory

Package
13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260

Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package
Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey
—
1. Is the book of Advent (KJV) in the Old or New Testament or neither?
2. What was the innkeeper’s name who turned away the pregnant
Mary as there was not room? Eliada, Jesimiel, Phlegon, Bible does not
say
3. According to the Gospel of Matthew, the wise men saw the star in
the ...? North, East, South, West
4. Jesus was born in Bethlehem of _______ in the days of Herod the
king. Nazarene, Jerusalem, Judaea, Capernaum
5. In what type of clothes did Mary wrap the newborn Jesus?
Admonishing, Resurrecting, Swaddling, Castling
6. How many times is “swaddling clothes” mentioned in the Bible? 1, 2,
3, 4

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Bible does not say, 3) East, 4) Judaea, 5)
Swaddling, 6) 2
Find expanded trivia online with Wilson Casey at www.patreon.com/
triviaguy. FREE TRIAL!
(c) 2025 King Features Synd., I
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 Hang your Christmas
Card on our Tree

(This Ad is reduced in size. Your card will be twice as large– a Full Page)

We will publish your Card Ad in
our Christmas Editions

Dec.  9 and 16
For Details call 713-266-3444

Letter to Santa
Dear Santa,

Letters can be mailed to SANTA,
5832 Star Lane, Houston, TX. 77057
or e-mailed to grafikstar@aol.com.

 Letters must be received by
Dec. 6 for publication in

our Special Christmas Editions

School:

Name:
Age:

You can read the Northeast News
curent and back issues on our

website: www.nenewsroom.com

Toss it into the
can. It’s a neat

idea.

AIRLINE LIBRARY NEWS
Rodeo Roundup with Author
Sharoma Scurry-Graves

Wednesday, December 03,
11:00am–12:00pm

Description
Join us to hear local author

Sharoma Scurry-Graves read her
book “Counting at the Rodeo.”
Enjoy line dancing, activities, and
more.

Este programa está en
inglés. Acompáñanos a escu-
char a la autora local Sharoma
Scurry-Graces leer su l ibro
“Contando en el Rodeo.” Disfrute
del baile en línea, actividades y
mucho más.

Tween Spark: Game Night
Wednesday, December 03,

4:30pm–5:30pm
Description
Join us at Aldine for a vid-

eo game night! Whether you
want to play Smash Bros on the
Switch or fight over Uno, we’ll
have the game for you

Snacks will be provided.
This program is best for 6th-

9th graders

Eating Healthy on a Budget /
Como Comer Saludable con un
Presupuesto Limitado

Thursday, December 04,
12:00pm–1:00pm

Description
Want to eat healthy and

save money? Come to this free
nutrition class to learn how!

This is the first class of a two-
part series of nutrition classes
hosted by Harris County Public
Health. Registration is required
since supplies are limited. Regis-
ter online, over the phone, or in
person.

¿Quiere comer saludable y
ahorrar dinero? ¡Venga a esta
clase gratis de nutrición para
aprender como!

Esta es la primera clase de
una serie de dos partes de clas-
es de nutrición organizadas por
Salud Pública del Condado de
Harris. Registro es necesario
porque los materiales son limi-
tados. Regístrese en línea, por
teléfono, o en persona.

ESL - Beginner
Thursday, December 04,

1:00pm–2:00pm

Description
Are you looking for a way to im-

prove your English skills? ESL Classes
are underway at the Aldine Branch
Library.The Aldine Branch Library will
be offering:

B e g i n n i n g
ESL introduction (in-person)

We will meet twice a week Tues-
days and Thursdays starting October
28th, 2025 - December 4th from 1pm
- 2pm

Homework Help/Ayuda con Tarea
T h u r s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  0 4 ,

5:30pm–6:30pm
Description
Looking for homework help?

Come on in to your local library to find
the resources you need for success!
Aldine Library will offer a quiet space
for teens and kids on Thursdays @
5:30 PM. Librarians will be on hand
to provide assistance.

Harris County Public Library of-
fers a variety of free resources, includ-
ing computers, printers, and access
to special research websites available
with your library card.

Note: Librarians will not do the
homework nor can we guarantee any
grades; this program is here to offer
assistance answering questions.

~~~~~~~~~
¿Necesitas ayuda con las tareas?

¡Ven a tu biblioteca local y encuentra
los recursos que necesitas para triun-
far! La Biblioteca Aldine ofrecerá un
espacio tranquilo para adolescentes
y niños los jueves a las 5:30 p. m. Los
bibliotecarios estarán disponibles
para brindar asistencia.

La Biblioteca Pública del Conda-
do de Harris ofrece una variedad de
recursos gratuitos, incluyendo com-
putadoras, impresoras y acceso a si-
tios web especiales de investigación
disponibles con tu tarjeta de biblio-
teca.

Nota: Los bibliotecarios no harán
los deberes ni pueden garantizar nin-
guna calificación; este programa está
aquí para ofrecer ayuda respondien-
do preguntas.

CANCELLED - Teen Rec Room
Tuesday, December 09, 4:30pm–

5:30pm
Description
Tuesdays, Weekly (Starting Sep-

tember 9)
Ages: 13–17Location: Meeting

Room
Join us every Tuesday for The

Teen Rec Room — your weekly af-
terschool hangout packed with
games, laughs, and creativity. From
buzzer-beating trivia and wild
Jackbox challenges to laid-back
crafting days and Nintendo Switch
battles, no two weeks are the
same.

Come solo or bring friends —
it’s your time to play, compete, or
just chill.

Upcoming Activities:
9/9 – Family Feud Show-

down9/16 – Teen Craft & Create
Day9/23 – Jackbox Party Night9/30
– Jeopardy: Teen Edition10/7 –
Nintendo Night (Mario Kart +

Smash)10/14 – Board Game Bash
10/21 – Diamond Art
11/4 – Watercolor Book Pag-

es11/11 –Star jars11/18 –Canvas/
Sign painting

11/25 –Movie Night
12/2 –Scratch Board
12/9 –Nintendo Night (Mario

Kart + Smash)
12/16 – Movie Night

Wiggle Wednesday
Wednesday, December 10,

11:00am–11:45am
Description
Come Move and Groove with

Us!
Join us for a fun-filled session

of reading. singing, and playful
movement!It’s the perfect way to
introduce toddlers to the joy of
books and reading while building
important motor skills. Through
music, movement, and play, we’ll
help support your child’s growth
in a joyful, engaging way—because
play is essential to every part of
toddler development!¡Ven a mov-
erte y bailar con nosotros!¡Están
invitados para una divertida sesión
de lectura, canto y movimiento
lúdico!Es la manera perfecta de in-
troducir a los niños pequeños al
placer de los libros y la lectura, a
la vez que desarrollan importantes
habilidades motoras. A través de
la música, el movimiento y el jue-
go, apoyaremos el crecimiento de
tu hijo de una manera divertida y
atractiva, ¡Porque el juego es es-
encial para cada etapa del desar-
rollo infantil!

Aldine Branch Library
11331 Airline Dr.
Houston, TX 77037
Phone: 832-927-5410
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Families across the
East Aldine community
are invited to the East
Aldine School Fair: A
Season of Choices, taking
place Saturday, Decem-
ber 6, 2025, from 9:00 AM
to 12:00 PM at North
East STEM Academy
(RYSS), located inside
James Driver Park at
10918 + Bentley St.,
Houston, TX 77093.

This festive, family-
friendly event brings to-
gether  schools  f rom
RYSS, Aldine ISD, KIPP:
and YES Prep, giving
families the opportunity
to explore a wide range of
high-quality educational
options for the 2026–
2027 school year.

The fair is open to all
Pre-K through 8th-grade

students and their fami-
lies, offering a welcoming
space to meet school rep-
resentatives, learn about
academic programs, and
discover pathways that
best match each child’s
needs and interests. A
highlight of the event is
the Parent Resource Cen-
ter, where representa-
tives from participating
school districts will be
available to personally
assist parents with com-
pleting applications on-
line for any schools or
programs they wish to
explore. Whether fami-
lies are new to the pro-
c e s s  o r  l o o k i n g  f o r
additional support, this
hands-on guidance en-
sures that every parent
has the tools needed to

confidently take next
steps.

To add to the excite-
ment, a brand-new Huffy
bicycle will be raffled ev-
ery hour, giving students
multiple chances to win
throughout the morning.
Families can also enjoy
free refreshments and a
cheerful holiday atmo-
sphere that reflects the
spirit of the season. Or-
ganizers hope this event
will serve as both a joy-
ful celebration and a
meaningful resource, em-
powering families with
knowledge, support, and
community connections
as they make important
decisions about their
child’s educational fu-
ture.

Stem Academy holds School
Fair Dec. 6 to present Choices

HOUSTON – Lone Star
College System is commit-
ted to fostering a reward-
i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e
environment for its 7,000
employees, who play a vi-
tal role in helping more
than 97,000 students
achieve their goals. That
dedication led the 2025
Great Colleges to Work
For® program to name
LSCS one of the best col-
lege employers nationwide
for the ninth consecutive
year.

“Lone Star College Sys-
tem is a great place to work
because of the talented and
compassionate profession-
als whose collective goal is
to help students,  col-
leagues, and community
members get from where
they are to where they
want to be,” said Mario K.
Castillo, J.D., LSCS chan-
cellor.

The Great Colleges to
Work For® program sur-
veyed employees at 199
colleges and universities in
10 categories. Lone Star
College System was among
the 76 recipients, includ-
ing 22 two-year institu-
tions, selected for this
year’s award. LSCS was
also one of four communi-
ty colleges to receive an
Honor Roll distinction for
being mentioned most of-
ten in each category. The
college system received
recognition in seven areas:

-Job Satisfaction &
Support

-Compensation & Bene-
fits

-Mission & Pride
-Confidence in Senior

Leadership
-Faculty & Staff Well-

being
-Shared Governance
-Inclusion, Belonging &

Community

“Lone Star College Sys-
tem is proud to be named
a 2025 Great Colleges to
Work For® institution for

the 12th year,” said Patri-
cia Woods, LSCS senior
associate vice chancellor,
Human Resources. “We re-
main committed to sup-
porting our dedicated
employees with the re-
sources they need to con-
tinue making a difference
in the lives of our students
and campus communities.”

The Great Colleges to
Work For® program, a
partnership between The
Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation and ModernThink,
LLC., is one of the largest
and most respected work-
place-recognition pro-
grams in the country.
Results are based on a two-
part assessment process:
an institution question-
naire on employment data
and workplace policies,
and a survey completed by
faculty, administrators
and professional support
staff.

“In a time of unprece-
dented challenges for high-
e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e s e
institutions have demon-
strated remarkable unity.
From faculty and staff to
administrators and facili-
ties teams, everyone plays
a vital role in building
workplaces where people
feel supported and val-
ued,” said Richard K. Boy-
er, ModernThink chief
culture strategist. “Great

workplaces do not happen
by accident—they are the
result of intentional choic-
es and courageous leader-
ship. These institutions
are leading by example.”

Lone Star College Sys-
tem received the Great
C o l l e g e s  t o  W o r k
For® recognition in 2009,
2010, 2011, 2017, 2018,
2019, 2020, 2021, 2022,
2023,  2024 and 2025.
L e a r n  m o r e
at GreatCollegesProgram.com.

Lone Star College Sys-
tem enrolls over 90,000
students each semester
providing high-quality,
low-cost academic transfer
and career training educa-
tion. LSCS is training to-
morrow’s workforce today
and redefining the commu-
nity college experience to
support student success.
Mario K. Castillo, J.D.,
serves as Chancellor of
LSCS, the largest institu-
tion of higher education in
the Houston area and has
been named a 2025 Great
C o l l e g e s  t o  W o r k
For® institution by the
Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation. LSCS consists of
eight colleges, seven cen-
ters, eight Workforce Cen-
ters of Excellence and Lone
Star Corporate College. To
l e a r n  m o r e ,  v i s i t
LoneStar.edu.

Great Colleges to Work For®
recognizes Lone Star College System

Lone Star College System was one of 76 higher education institutions to
receive the 2025 Great Colleges to Work For® recognition.
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