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Open House at Lone
Star College East Aldine

East Aldine Campus will hold it's OPEN HOUSE on
Friday, April 10 from 10am to 1pm.

Comm. Garcia holds Infrastructure Summit

Summit fostered collaboration among regional infrastructure agencies

The Harris County Precinct
2 Infrastructure Summit, host-
ed by Commissioner Adrian
Garcia, was held on Wednes-
day, March 18, at the George
R. Brown Convention Center.
The event brought together re-
gional leaders from both the
public and private sectors to
discuss how infrastructure in-
vestments can keep pace with
the region’s rapid growth. Re-
gional partners and agencies
that participated included
METRO, TxDOT, Port Houston,
Union Pacific, and the Harris
County Flood Control District.

silience.

Discussions focused on several
key areas including flood resilience,
transportation improvements, broad-
band access, and other critical infra-
structure needs facing Harris County
and the broader Houston region. The
summit also highlighted long-term
planning efforts and collaborative
solutions aimed at strengthening
mobility, improving drainage sys-
tems, and increasing community re-

The goal of the summit was to fos-
ter collaboration among regional
leaders to ensure infrastructure plan-
ning and investments meet the de-
mands of a growing community.

Aldine Police Department Celebrates 35 Years of
Growth, Excellence, and Community Partnership

Laughter filled the room
as the smooth sounds of
the classic Tony! Toni!
Toné! song “Anniversary”
played in the background,
setting a celebratory tone
rooted in reflection, grati-
tude, and a vision for the
future. The Aldine ISD Po-
lice Department celebrat-
ed its 35th anniversary
with officers, both past and
present, mentors, district
leaders, and community
partners gathered to hon-
or the progress the depart-
ment has made since its
founding in 1991.

What began as a modest
operation 35 years ago, has
evolved into a premier law
enforcement agency serv-

Tire Fire damages several
Greenspoint businesses

Fire at a Tire Shop on Northborough Drive, visible on Houston Transtar camera

HOUSTON - Houston
firefighters say several
businesses were damaged
after tires outside a tire
shop in a Greenspoint area
shopping center caught on
fire.

The fire happened at a
building at 12800 North-
borough Drive.

The fire was visible on
a Houston Transtar cam-
era located at the North

Freeway and Greens Road.
Plumes of black smoke
could be seen on the cam-
era.

The Houston Fire De-
partment said they were
paged out to a report of the
shopping center on fire.
They arrived to find tires
outside the tire shop burn-
ing.

Several businesses in
the shopping center re-

ceived damage from the
fire.

The fire is now out and
crews continue to monitor
for any hot spots. They
don’t anticipate any envi-
ronmental impact from the
fire.

Its unclear whether
anyone was inside the tire
shop when the fire started,
but nobody was hurt.

ing one of the largest
school districts in the re-
gion. The event highlight-
ed not only the
department’s growth, but
the partnerships and
shared commitment that
made that transformation
possible.

“This isn’t just a cele-
bration of time,” Aldine
ISD Police Chief Paul Cor-
dova said. “It’s a celebra-
tion of progress.”

“It was good, necessary
work — but the scope was
limited,” Cordova said.

Over time, district lead-
ers and law enforcement
officials recognized that
the Aldine community de-
served more. That realiza-

tion sparked a shift that
would redefine the depart-
ment’s mission and capa-
bilities. What followed was
a steady transformation
into a modern, profession-
al police force tailored to
meet the evolving needs of
students, staff, and the
broader community.
Today, the Aldine ISD
Police Department stands
equipped with advanced
tools and specialized re-
sources, including a robust
drone program that pro-
vides real-time intelligence
to officers in the field. The
department’s growth has

Continued. See ALDINE PD
CELEBRATES, Page 2

Lone Star College Campuses
hold Open House April 7th

Tour Lone Star College
at annual Open House

HOUSTON (March 31,
2025) — The Lone Star
College Open House
shows how world-class
educational programs,
facilities, technology and
resources can change
your life, leading to
brighter academic and
career opportunities.

The spring 2025 event
will take place April 8
from 4-7 p.m. at all eight
LSC campuses.“Lone
Star College combines af-
fordable tuition, strong
transfer pathways, high-
quality workforce train-
ing and flexible schedules
to help students move for-
ward—whether they're
starting college, return-
ing or changing direc-
tion,” said Gerald F.

Lone Star College will host its annual spring Open House April 8 from 4-7

p.m., at all eight campuses.

Napoles, Ph.D., vice
chancellor for Student
Success. “The Open
House is a great way to
explore what’s possible
and take that first step
toward your goals.”

At Open House, at-
tendees can tour LSC
campuses, speak with
representatives to dis-

cuss their educational
needs, learn about college
resources and financial
aid options and start the
enrollment process. For
those interested in LSC-
Online, there will be sev-
eral breakout rooms via
Zoom. Learn more

Continued. See LSC OPEN HOUSE,
Page 8
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Aldine Police Department celebrates 35 years of
growth, excellence, and community partnership,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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growing, and we’re doing
the work the community
needs to make our commu-
nity safe.”

That growth has also
strengthened the depart-
ment’s connection to the
community it serves.
Through intentional out-
reach, like the annual APD
Trunk or Treat event, and
daily interactions, officers
have built trust and rela-
tionships that extend far
beyond campus safety.

For Cordova, the anni-
versary was personal.
Having lived and worked
in Aldine for most of his
adult life, he has witnessed
firsthand the department’s
impact on the community.

“We aren’t just celebrat-
ing a 35th anniversary,”
Cordova said. “We are cel-
ebrating a transforma-
tion.”

He noted that the de-

Cordova described the department’s early years as a
“patrol security model,” where officers functioned
more as watchmen — checking perimeters, locking

partment’s success is the
result of collective efforts
— from district leadership
to ground officers — all
striving toward a shared
goal.

“This is the return on
your investment,” Cordova
said. “A safer district, a
professional force, and an
environment where educa-
tion can truly thrive. To
the men and women of the
Aldine ISD Police Depart-
ment: You are the ones
who made this progress
possible. You did the work.
You engaged in the train-

gates, and responding to calls as needed.

”

ing. You built the bridges.’

As the celebration came
to a closing, the message
was clear: although the
past 35 years have been
characterized by growth
and change, the future
holds even greater prom-
ise.

“Here is to the last 35
years of growth,” Cordova
said, “and to a future
where we continue to meet
— and help set — the stan-
dard for school policing.”

CAREER AND COLLEGE HELP |
AYUDA PARA BUSCA DE
EMPLEO O CARRERAS

Wedne April 01
12:00pm-6:00pm

Description

Ready to re-enter today’s
workforce with confidence? Join
us for a practical, empowering
one-on-one meeting designed
to help you take the next step in
your career journey!

Connect with a Future U ad-
visor! Discover the college and
career resources around you.

What we offer:

* Built professional resumes

* Prepare for all types of in-
terviews by discovering key el-
ements.

* Access free online career
resources from our Harris
County libraries to continue de-
veloping your career skills and
confidence.

TOON CAFE

Wedne
3:00pm-4:00pm

Description

Lights, laughter, and classic
cartoons!

Calling all teens—come
hang out at the library for a spe-
cial cartoon

Bring your own favorite
snacks to enjoy while you watch
and get ready for a fun-filled
break with nonstop cartoon com-
edy. If you love animation and
humor, this is the perfect event
for you!

April 01

KRAFTY KIDS

Wedne April 01
3:30pm-4:30pm

Description

Krafty Kids offers a fantas-
tic chance for your children to
unleash their creativity while
having a great time in a safe and
inviting space. Whether it's
painting, drawing, sculpting, or
other activities, there’s some-
thing for every budding artist to
delight in.

BOOK BUDDIES @ HIGH

MEADOWS
Wednesday, April 01,

4:15pm-5:00pm

Description

Book Buddies is a FREE literacy
program that brings child and teens
together to share the joy of reading.
It pairs trained teen volunteers (Big
Buddies) with children in K-3rd
grades (Little Buddies).

Each Wednesday for 10 weeks,
Big Buddies and Little Buddies will
meet to read together and create
positive experiences surrounding lit-
eracy. By the end of the session, we
aspire that all Little Buddies will
learn to love to read and form posi-
tive associations with reading.

Applications to be a Little Bud-
dy or Big Buddy are available at the
High Meadows Library until capaci-
ty is reached!

Teen volunteers (Big Buddies)
must attend a Big Buddy training to
participate in the program.

AVENTURAS EN LECTURAS |
ADVENTURES IN READING

Wednesday, April 01, 5:00pm-
5:30pm
Description

Experience the magic of two
languages at our Bilingual Storytime,
specially designed for children ages
5 to 8 years old. Each week features
a fresh, exciting theme—from high-
tech Robots to mythical Dragons. We
go beyond the book with interactive
games and hands-on instrument play
to keep older kids engaged and mov-
ing. It's the perfect blend of literacy,
culture, and high-energy fun.

THE MAGIC OF COLOR:
WATERCOLOR PAINTING FOR
ADULTS

Wednesday, April 01, 6:00pm-
1:00pm

Description

De-stress, unwind, and enjoy
the almost-magical calm that comes
from painting with watercolors. This
week’s inspirations will honor April
Fools’ Day — whimsical, humorous,
and maybe a little silly.

This is not an art class — it's a
chance to be creative and
relax while enjoying each other’s
company in an encouraging environ-
ment.

See the colors flow from your
imagination to the paper and let your
worries drift away for a while.

This program is for adults 18+.

CITIZENSHIP CLASS ICLASE DE

HIGH MEADOWS LIBRARY NEWS

CIUDADANIA
Thursda
11:00am-12:30pm
Description
Join us for a free class to
help you prepare for your natu-
ralization interview and civics
test. An English assessment
must be taken for class admit-
tance. Taking this class does not
grant citizenship or pay for any
application fees. Registration is
required as space is limited.
Unase a nosotros en un cur-
so gratuito para ayudarle a
prepararse para su entrevista de
naturalizacion y examen de ed-
ucacion civica. Es necesario re-
alizar una evaluacion de inglés
para ser admitido. Este curso no
otorga la ciudadania ni cubre
ninguna tarifa de solicitud. Es
necesario inscribirse, ya que el
cupo es limitado.

April 02

TEEN LOUNGE

Thursday, April 02
3:000m-5:00pm

Description

Calling all teens and
tweens! This is your space to re-
lax and unwind. Draw and col-
or, play some games, do a craft,
or hang out with your friends—
the possibilities are endless/No
registration is required. This
event is open to ages 12 to 18.

MICROSOFT WORD BASICS

Thursday., April 02, 4:00pm-—
5:00pm

Description

This class is for people who
already know a little about using
a computer and want to learn Mi-
crosoft Word. Over 6 weeks, we
will practice typing, saving doc-
uments, changing text, adding
pictures, and using Word tools
like spell check and templates.
The class meets one hour per
week and is hands-on and be-
ginner-friendly.

Registration is not required,
but please keep in mind that you
should try to attend every class
in order to build your skills.

AIRLINE LIBRARY NEWS

BILINGUAL STORY TIME
& CRAFT / HORA DE
CUENTO Y
MANUALIDADES

Tuesday, March 31,
11:00am-12:00pm

Description

You're invited to at-
tend Story Time every
Tuesday at 11 am.

Story Time is a great
way for children to build
early literacy skills
with stories, rhymes
and songs. Parents are
encouraged to participate
by sitting with children
and singing (and learn-
ing!) new songs.

Last half hour is craft
time!

Children of all ages
are welcome.

——Estaninvitados a
nuestro tiempo de cuen-
tos cada martes a las 11
am.

Tiempo de
cuentos es una excelente
manera para que los nifios
desarrollen habilidades
de alfabetizacién tempra-
na con libros, rimas y can-
ciones. Animamos a los
padres a sentarse con los
nifios y canten las canci-
ones con nosotros.iLa ul-
tima media hora es tiempo
de manualidades!

Los nifios de todas las
edades son bienvenidos.

BOOK BUDDIES

Tuesday, March 31,
4:30pm-5:15pm

Description

Do you have a child in
kindergarten through 3rd
grade who loves stories—
or one who could use a lit-
tle extra reading support?
Harris County Public Li-
brary’s Book Buddies is a
FREE, fun-filled literacy
program that pairs enthu-
siastic, trained teen volun-
teers (Big Buddies) with
younger readers (Little

Buddies) for 10 weeks of
r e a d i n g
adventures!Begins: Tuesday,
Feb 17th | 4:30 PM - 5:18
PMFeb. 17 - April 28 (Exclud-
ing March 17th)At Aldine
Branch Library

Each week, your child will
build confidence, make a new
friend, and discover the joy of
reading in a supportive, one-
on-one setting.

WIGGLE WEDNESDAY

Wednesday, April 01,
11:00am-12:00pm

Description

Come Move and Groove
with Us!

Join us for a fun-filled ses-
sion of reading. singing, and
playful movement!It’s the per-
fect way to introduce toddlers
to the joy of books and read-
ing while building important
motor skills. Through music,
movement, and play, we’ll
help support your child’s
growth in a joyful, engaging
way—Dbecause play is essen-
tial to every part of toddler
development!iVen a moverte
y bailar con nosotros!iEstan
invitados para una divertida
sesién de lectura, canto y
movimiento ludico!Es la man-
era perfecta de introducir a
los ninos pequenos al placer
de los libros y la lectura, a la
vez que desarrollan impor-
tantes habilidades motoras. A
través de la musica, el mov-
imiento y el juego, apoyare-
mos el crecimiento de tu hijo
de una manera divertida y
atractiva, iPorque el juego es
esencial para cada etapa del
desarrollo infantil!

TWEEN SPARK WOOD
CHARM PAINTING

Wednesday, April 01,
4:30pm-5:30pm

Description

Do you have a child in kin-
dergarten through 3rd grade
who loves stories—or one
who could use a little extra

reading support? Harris
County Public Library’s
Book Buddies is a FREE,
fun-filled literacy program
that pairs enthusiastic,
trained teen volunteers
(Big Buddies) with young-
erreaders (Little Buddies)
for 10 weeks of reading
adventures!
TEEN CLUB

Thursday, April 02,
3:30pm-4:30pm

Description

Join us for a for a fun
Pixel Art Workshop! The
library will close early on
Thursday April 2nd, so we
will meet from 3:30pm to
4:30pm instead of our reg-
ular time. See you there!

PATHWAY TO
CITIZENSHIP

Saturday, April 04,
10:00am-12:00pm

Description

Join us for a free class
to help you prepare for
your naturalization inter-
view and civics test. You
must complete an English
placement assessment to
join the class. Taking this
class will not grant citizen-
ship or pay for any appli-
cation fees. Registration is
required as space is limit-
ed.

This event is also of-
fered on:

Pathway To Citizen-
ship

Saturday, April 11,
2026 (10:00 AM - 12:00

PM)

Bert Barron

Adult Program Specialist
Aldine Branch Library
11331 Airline Dr.
Houston, TX 77037
Phone: 832-927-5410
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Aldine Educators Honored for
Excellence in Bilingual
Education at SHABE Banquet

One of the five educators will advance to the TABE Teachers of the Year program,;
SHABE bestowed scholarships to four students from La Promesa.

Several Aldine ISD educators were recognized for excellence in bilingual and mul-
tilingual education during the recent banquet hosted by the Suburban Houston Asso-
ciation of Bilingual Educators (SHABE).

The annual event celebrates teachers who demonstrate exceptional commitment
toward supporting multilingual learners and advancing bilingual education across
the Houston region.

“In Aldine ISD, we believe all means all,” Superintendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney
said. “Our multilingual learners bring incredible strengths, perspectives, and poten-
tial to our classrooms. These educators are helping ensure every student feels seen,
valued, and empowered to succeed — and that is the heart of the #AldineStory.”

Gold Distinction Honoree

When Fama Sarr arrived in the Unit-
ed States at 18, she was learning a new
language and finding her voice. Today,
she is helping Aldine ISD students do the
same. Sarr, an ESL teacher at Plummer
Middle School, earned Gold Distinction
as SHABE’s Secondary ESL Teacher of
the Year. With the recognition, she will
represent Aldine ISD at the state level
through the Texas Association for Bilin-
gual Education (TABE) Teacher of the
Year competition.

Originally from Senegal, Sarr arrived
at 18 and quickly learned that language
offers access to opportunity and a sense
of belonging.

“My path into education was driven by
a desire to be the teacher I once needed,”
Sarr said. “I wanted to create classrooms
where students would never feel
ashamed of their language, culture, or
background.”

Now fluent in English, French, and Spanish, Sarr emphasizes supporting multi-
lingual learners as they develop academic language. Watching students gain confi-
dence reinforces her commitment to teaching.

“Students who speak multiple languages are not behind — they are building some-
thing complex and valuable,” Sarr said.

Silver Distinction Honorees

Other Aldine educators also received
recognition for their dedication to emer-
gent bilingual students.

Mirna Orellana, a second-grade dual
language teacher at Thompson Elemen-
tary School, received Silver Distinction
as SHABE’s Bilingual Teacher of the
Year.

“This recognition is a meaningful hon-
or that reflects the dedication, persever-
ance, and strengths of my students,”
Orellana said. “It represents the work
happening in our classroom where bilin-
gualism is celebrated, and students are
encouraged to grow academically in two
languages.”

Orellana highlighted how rewarding it
is to see students realize bilingualism as
a strength.

“Multilingual learners bring rich cul-
tural experiences, determination, and
unique perspectives to the classroom,”

Orellana said. “Watching them grow in confidence as they develop language and aca-
demic skills in two languages is incredibly rewarding.”

Paisley Jack, an ESL kindergarten teacher at Garcia-Leza EC/PreK/K School, also
earned Silver Distinction as SHABE’s Elementary ESL Teacher of the Year.

“The SHABE recognition means a great deal to me because it reflects the heart,
dedication, and intentional work I put
into my classroom each day,” Jack said.

“I strive to create a supportive environ-
ment where my students feel safe, val-
ued, and motivated to learn.”

Jack said she enjoys watching stu-
dents become more confident in their
English skills.

“It is incredibly rewarding to support
them as they learn to communicate, par-
ticipate, and succeed in the classroom,”

Jack said.

Also receiving Silver Distinction was
Maria Shelton, a Spanish teacher at Al-
dine Middle School, who was recognized
as SHABE’s Language Other Than En-
glish (LOTE) Teacher of the Year.

Shelton noted the recognition reflects
both her students’ growth and her jour-
ney as an educator.

“This recognition is very meaningful
to me because it reflects the work and
growth happening in my classroom every day,” Shelton said. “Many of my students
come from multilingual backgrounds, and I strive to honor their identities while hold-
ing them to high expectations.”

After years of teaching history, Shelton’s first year as a Spanish teacher deepened
her commitment to learning.

“What I love most is the cultural richness and resilience our students bring to the
classroom,” Shelton said. “In Aldine ISD,
multilingual learners are not defined by
challenges but by strengths, and it is a
privilege to help them recognize the pow-
er and value of the languages they carry.”

She incorporates culturally relevant les-
sons and structured support to help stu-
dents build confidence and academic skills.

“By combining high expectations with
meaningful cultural connections, students
develop pride in their identity while
strengthening their communication and
critical thinking skills,” Shelton said.

Bronze Distinction

Breanna Jagodzinski, an ESL teacher
at Victory Early College High School, re-
ceived Bronze Distinction as SHABE’s Sec-
ondary ESL Teacher of the Year.

Jagodzinski said the award reflects her
passion for literacy and empowering stu-
dents.

“I am honored to receive this recogni-
tion from SHABE for doing what I love each day,” Jagodzinski said. “As a high school
literacy educator, I look forward to watching the next generation of empowered read-
ers, writers, and thinkers change the world.”

At Victory Early College High School, Jagodzinski works with many first-genera-
tion college-bound students and said literacy plays a critical role in opening doors for
multilingual learners.

“Once students gain confidence, literacy becomes a tool for self-advocacy, opportu-
nity, and empowerment beyond the classroom,” she said. “Literacy gives our multi-

lingual students a voice in spaces that may
have once been inaccessible to them.”

Jagodzinski previously earned district
recognition as Aldine ISD’s 2021 Elemen-
tary Teacher of the Year while teaching at
Houston Academy and was also named a
Region 4 Elementary Teacher of the Year
finalist that year.

La Promesa Students Earn Scholarships

The SHABE banquet also celebrated
Aldine students. Four students from La
Promesa High School received $500 schol-
arships for their academic achievement
and commitment to bilingualism:

Ariadna Padrén Béez

Mai Hong Giang Hoang

Norma Erazo Leén

Amairany Sanchez Silva

SHABE works to promote bilingual ed-
ucation and support educators serving mul-
tilingual learners across the Houston

region.

Sarr will now advance to represent Aldine ISD in the TABE Teacher of the Year
program, where educators from across Texas are recognized for their leadership and
advocacy in bilingual and ESL education.

The recognition highlights the impact Aldine educators are making to ensure mul-
tilingual students succeed academically while embracing their language and culture
— a commitment aligned with the district’s Accelerate strategic plan and the dis-
trict’s ongoing #AldineStory of preparing globally connected learners.

Davis Senior Nehemiah Jenkins
to Compete at THSPA State
Powerlifting Championships

Davis High School senior
Nehemiah Jenkins has ded-
icated years of hard work,
perseverance, and effort to
reach a significant mile-
stone. Now, this dual-sport
student-athlete will repre-
sent Aldine Independent
School District (ISD) at the
Texas High School Powerlift-
ing Association State Cham-
pionships, which are set to
take place from March 26 to
28 at the Taylor County
Expo Center.

Jenkins, who letters in
both football and powerlift-
ing, has made his mark on
the field and in the weight
room. He plays on both the
offensive and defensive line
for the Falcons and recently
earned second-team all-dis-
trict honors in his first year
playing on the offensive line.

His development has been
closely guided by Coach Ray
Metoyer, who has spent
three years at Davis High
School and eight years in the
district. Metoyer recognized
Jenkins’ potential early on,
but he knew it would take
dedication to turn that po-
tential into results.

At the beginning of the
season, Metoyer challenged
Jenkins by outlining a plan
that included qualifying for
regionals and potentially ad-
vancing to state. Jenkins ful-
ly embraced that vision.

“I told him at the start of
the season that he had a
great chance to represent Al-
dine at the regional power-
lifting meet in Dickerson,
Texas, and possibly at the
state meet in Abilene,” Me-
toyer said. “He was fully
committed, and he accom-
plished both. Nehemiah be-
lieved in the coaching and,
most importantly, in him-
self.”

Metoyer described Jen-
kins as a mature student-
athlete and a team-first
competitor who committed
fully to his final season, both
mentally and physically.

Jenkins’ journey into pow-
erlifting began in middle
school, but it wasn’t until
high school that he began to
take the sport seriously. Ini-
tially focused on getting
stronger for football, he soon
realized his potential in the
weight room.

“I've been lifting since my
freshman year to get stron-
ger for football,” Jenkins

said. “That’s when Coach
Metoyer told me that I could
go to regionals in powerlift-
ing and possibly state if I
started working hard and
took it seriously.”

Four years of consistent
work have led to his qualifi-
cation for the state meet —
a goal that once seemed dis-
tant but is now within reach.

“I plan to win state Sat-
urday,” Jenkins said.

In addition to his success
in powerlifting, Jenkins is
pursuing opportunities to
continue his football career
at the next level. He is cur-
rently set to visit Howard
Payne University and Blinn
College before Saturday’s
competition.

His path to state has not
come without challenges, but
Jenkins said the adversity
only strengthened his re-
solve and pride in represent-
ing his school and district.

“I have been attending
Davis High School for the
last four years, so I am a Fal-
con to the bone,” Jenkins
said. “I am grateful I have
the opportunity not only to
represent Davis High School,
but Aldine ISD as a whole.”

As he prepares to compete
against the state’s top lifters,
Jenkins carries with him the
support of his coaches, team-
mates and community — and
the confidence built through
years of hard work.
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The Israel Hoax

The Israel Hoax

We've long known that Donald Trump drives his
critics crazy, and he’s now doing it to some critics
who used to be friends. The isolationist right is
convinced that President Trump is waging the Iran
War in behalf of Israel, which would make him the
handmaiden of a foreign power.

That should be a familiar-sounding charge since
Democrats and the media spent most of Trump’s
first term making the same accusation, except the
foreign puppeteer was Russia rather than Israel.
Now, “Russia, Russia, Russia,” as Trump puts it,
has become “Israel, Israel, Israel.”

All of this is misbegotten, first, because we have
never had a president who is so thoroughly his own
man as Donald Trump. Good luck trying to control
him, as so many advisors have learned over the
years. There are few things he’s done as president
where you’ve thought, “Oh, that’s so unlike him.”

That includes firing FBI director James Comey
in his first term, one of the counts against him
during the Russia frenzy, and launching the war
against Iran today.

Going back 50 years, no one would have been
shocked to learn that a nationalistic American
president had bombed Iran. Trump is just such a
figure, and sure enough, has bombed Iran twice
now.

Trump has made bellicose statements about Iran
since 1980, and nothing we’ve heard now suggests
anything other than that he genuinely relishes
killing Iran’s leaders and destroying its weapons.

Temperamentally, Trump loves exercising
power, always wants to do it on his own authority
and seeks to preserve his options. It shouldn’t be
surprising, then, that as commander in chief of the
world’s most proficient military, he’s been drawn to
using and threatening force.

Israel didn’t talk Trump into conducting his
Venezuela raid, or menacing Denmark over Green-
land, or looking to Cuba as his next potential
target.

One argument, based on a distortion of remarks
made by Secretary of State Marco Rubio, is that
Israel forced Trump’s hand; it was going to attack
Iran no matter what, and we knew U.S. personnel
would be hit by Iran in response and would be
particularly vulnerable if we didn’t hit Iran as well.

Check and mate, Bibi Netanyahu.

The idea, though, that Trump was too sheepish
to stay Netanyahu’s hand if the Israeli prime
minister was about to launch a military operation
that Trump opposed and was going to jeopardize
American lives is preposterous.

Trump has been happy to say “no” to Netanyahu
before. He pressured the Israeli leader into turning
back planes at the end of the 12 Day War last
June.

By alleging that Israel forced the U.S. into war,
the isolationists think they are making a harsh
criticism of the Jewish state, but they are really
damning Trump. What worse offense can a presi-
dent of the United States commit than subjugating
his own nation to a foreign power? It’s a treasonous
act that deserves impeachment and removal.

This is exactly why the Russian obsessives so
delighted in believing that Trump was a tool of the
Kremlin.

Most of the right-wing dissenters blanch at
following their own logic. An alternative tack —
seen in intelligence official Joe Kent’s resignation
letter — is to argue that Trump was fooled. Kent
said there was “a misinformation campaign” that
created an echo chamber “to deceive” the president.

This argument is still a stinging condemnation.
It paints Trump as an easily manipulated naif, and
on a consequential matter of war and peace. In
reality, there was no broad-ranging media drum-
beat for war and no wave of popular support. This,
again, emphasizes how the decision was Trump’s,
and his alone.

The Russian hoax was, in part, driven by the
left’s shock at Trump’s victory in 2016. Likewise,
the isolationists are having trouble processing the
fact that the president whom they invested so
much in launched a major Middle Eastern war. But
Trump was not owned by this faction of the right,
any more than he is owned by Israel.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Opinions expressed here are not necessarily
that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR OPINION is welcome.
Send a letter for possible publication to Grafikpress
Newspapers, 5906 Star Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to about 200.
Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

Islamic Schools Admitted to Voucher
Program After Law Suit

Four Islamic schools have
been admitted to the Texas
voucher program after a fed-
eral judge ordered the state
to invite the schools to apply,
t he Houston
Chronicle reported.

The judge also ordered the
application deadline for fam-
ilies be extended to March 31,
citing concerns that no Islam-
ic schools had been approved
for the program.

“We received an invitation
to register yesterday from
Odyssey. We were able to reg-
ister, and we got approval im-
mediately upon finishing the
registration form,” Hamed
Ghazali, principal of the
Houston Quran Academy,
said. “In addition, our school
appeared on the parents’ por-
tal and some of our parents
were able to register, choos-
ing our school.”

The voucher program gives
as much as $10,400 for tuition
reimbursement and other
fees to parents who send their
children to private school
next year, up to $30,000 for
parents of children with dis-
abilities, and up to $2,000 for
homeschooled children.

TEXAS SENATE RUNOFF
BALLOT DEADLINE PASSES
The deadline for Republi-
can candidates to withdraw
from the May runoff ballot
has passed, and both U.S.
Sen. John Cornyn and Texas
Attorney General Ken Paxton
remain in the race, The Tex-
as Tribune reported. Soon af-
ter the primary President
Donald Trump promised to
endorse one of the candidates
“soon,” but has yet to do so.
Cornyn, who held a narrow
lead in the primary but not a
majority, recently wrote an
op-ed piece reversing course
on his opposition to ending
the filibuster, which requires
60 votes for Senate approval
of legislation. The Senate last
week started floor discussion
of the SAVE America Act, a
bill Trump claims would
“guarantee the midterms” for
Republicans. Both Cornyn
and Paxton now back the bill,
which restricts voting access.
There is little chance of the
bill passing the Senate be-
cause of the filibuster, since
all 47 Senate Democrats op-
pose it, calling it a modern-
day poll tax. There also does
not appear to be enough sup-
port for ending the filibuster,
which would allow the bill to
pass with a simple majority.
Whoever wins the GOP
Senate runoff will face state
Rep. James Talarico, the
Democratic nominee, in No-
vember.

CHAVEZ OBSERVANCE
SCRAPPED AFTER ABUSE
ACCUSATIONS

Gov. Greg Abbott ordered
state agencies to no longer ob-
serve César Chavez Day and
said he plans to ask lawmak-

ers to remove the holiday
from state law, The Dallas
Morning News reported. The
move came after The New
York Times reported Chavez,
the co-founder of the United
Farm Workers union,
groomed and sexually abused
girls and women who worked
in the movement.

In addition, many Texas
cities and school districts are
considering renaming streets
and schools and removing
monuments to the famed la-
bor leader.

“Let me be clear — no po-
litical affiliation, legacy or
historic contribution should
ever shield sexual predators
from scrutiny or excuse the
harm inflicted on survivors,”
Dallas City Council member
Bazaldua said in a Facebook
post.

The co-founder of the
UFW, Dolores Huerta, now
96, said Chavez forced her to
have sex and raped her at one
point. Huerta said that she
kept silent to protect the
farmworker movement.

DRAG SHOW BAN FINALLY
TAKES EFFECT

A ban on certain public
drag shows passed in 2023 fi-
nally took effect last week af-
ter a federal appeals court
reaffirmed its
constitutionality, The
Tribune reported. The law
prohibits performers from
performing on public proper-
ty or where children are
present.

Paxton cheered the ruling
in a news release, writing “I
will always work to shield our
children from exposure to
erotic and inappropriate sex-
ually oriented performances.”

The plaintiffs and the
ACLU of Texas, which repre-
sents them, said they plan to
continue fighting the ban.

“The law’s vague and
sweeping provisions still cre-
ate a harmful chilling effect
for drag artists and those who
support them, while also
threatening many types of
performing arts cherished
here in Texas, from theater to
ballet to professional wres-
tling,” ACLU Texas attorney
Brian Klosterboer said in a
statement.
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$16 BILLION GAS POWER
PLANT PLANNED IN EAST
TEXAS

One of the nation’s largest
energy projects is coming to
East Texas, according to The
News. It is part of a $550 bil-
lion investment package that
Japan pledged last October
and will be built in Anderson
County in East Texas.

The $16 billion natural
gas-fired power generation
hub will be able to serve up
to five gigawatts of energy de-
mand and will be operated by
NextEra Energy Resources, a
wholesale electricity provid-
er based in Juno Beach, Flor-
ida.

Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi visited
Trump at the White House
last week. The administra-
tion has previously said the
East Texas project will pro-
vide power to meet booming
electricity demand, particu-
larly as new data centers
come online across the state.

147 MEASLES CASES IN
TEXAS THIS YEAR

The Texas Department of
State Health Services has re-
ported at least 147 cases of
measles in the state this year,
with most occurring in feder-
al detention facilities, The
Tribune reported. The largest
outbreak, with 99 cases, is at
the West Texas Detention Fa-
cility, which is privately op-
erated in Hudspeth County.

A DSHS spokesperson
said the “state’s role inside
federal facilities is very lim-
ited,” so detailed information
on contact tracing, vaccine re-
sponse, or any demographic
information on infected indi-
viduals is not available.

Another 20 cases have
been reported in El Paso,
Bexar, Bandera, Kendall,
Lubbock, and Rockwall coun-
ties, according to DSHS, and
were contracted from a vari-
ety of sources, such as inter-
national travel.

Measles is highly conta-
gious and is especially dan-
gerous to unvaccinated
children, pregnant women
and adults with compromised
immune systems. It also has
a long incubation period.

AGENCY LAUNCHES LOW-
COST PAY AND NEUTER
PROGRAM ACROSS STATE

DSHS has launched a new
sterilization program for dogs
and cats after receiving $13
million in state funding to
support the initiative for two
years. The funds are allocat-
ed to 38 applicants to perform
these procedures across the
state. Grant recipients had to
demonstrate the ability to
provide high-volume, high-
quality, and low-cost spay
and neuter services.

“The program is designed
to maximize sterilization im-
pacts across both urban and
rural communities in Texas.
Receiving funding were ani-
mal shelters and rescue enti-
ties, veterinary clinics,
governmental agencies, and
non-profit organizations that
perform sterilization proce-
dures,” the news release said.

To discover which entity is
serving your area, visit this
link: https://tinyurl.com/
5zkzu5bm.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas jour-
nalist. He published a num-
ber of community newspapers
in Texas during a 30-year
span, including in Longview,
Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches,
Lufkin and Cedar Park.

Emai™: gborders@exaspresscom.

_'*—

THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

Ice Cream
Tonight

I had a really good ice-cream
cone this week.

I suppose this does not qual-
ify as news, but I try not to eat
too much ice cream, and I don’t
usually keep ice cream in my
freezer because I have a ten-
dency to eat it all right away.

I love ice cream. I have al-
ways loved ice cream. But I
have noticed my tendency to
eat it until my face goes numb
and have avoided it. When I'm
in Mexico, I walk by an ice-
cream shop every night, where
I have bought ice cream before.
It is good. So almost every
night, when I get to the ice-
cream shop, I pause, and I ask
myself, “Should I get ice cream
tonight?”

Almost always, my wiser
self says, “You don’t really need
ice cream tonight. Maybe to-
morrow.” And I don’t buy ice
cream.

But last night, after I had
passed my usual ice-cream
shop, I came to a gelato shop
that I had ignored until now. I
thought it looked a little fancy.
I couldn’t imagine gelato could
be as good as the ice cream at
the shop I had just passed. But
this place was always busy, and
tonight, for a change, there was
no one in there but two employ-
ees standing behind the
counter. I wandered in.

I looked for the smallest
cone they had, and I said I
would like one.

“What flavors?”

“What do you recommend?”

She suggested several and
told me I could have up to four.

“On one little cone?”

“Yes!”

This seemed unusual. It was
not a large cone. But I went
ahead and ordered two kinds of
chocolate, one with nuts and
one without, and strawberry
and mint. While one of the
women took my money, the oth-
er one started scooping ice
cream.

I had no idea it would be
such a process.

Tiny slivers of gelato were
scooped out in petal shapes and
put in that cone, one by one, go-
ing around in a circle until the
whole thing looked like a rose.
It was too beautiful to eat. [ had
them take a picture of me with
the cone first. But I had to eat
it eventually because the pet-
als were hanging over the edg-
es of the cone like the fully
opened rose it resembled, and
it would not be an exaggeration
to say it was the best ice-cream
cone I have ever had.

And now I wonder why I
waited so long.

I try to eat good things. My
reasoning is that nothing I pos-
sess is more important than my
body, and I want to keep it in
working order. So I generally
eat well and that is usually
pretty easy because I love veg-
etables more than anything.

But life requires more than
vegetables. That’s what I was
thinking while eating my ex-
quisite little ice-cream cone.

I vowed that from now on, I
will eat ice cream that is worth
eating. And I realized that this
was no different from reading
books that were worth reading,
wearing clothes I loved to wear,
and spending time with people
who lit me up instead of pull-
ing me down.

All of it was a choice about
how to spend my time and at-
tention, and all of it started
with believing that life was too
short to eat bad ice cream, and
certainly too short not to eat ice
cream at all.

I'm having vegetables again
today, and I'll have vegetables
tomorrow. But there is also a
chance that I will have ice
cream tonight.

Till next time, Carrie
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PET MATTERS

In Memory of
Susan Hoffman

HCPH Expands Pet Reunification
Efforts by Donating Microchip
Scanners to Local Fire Departments

HCPH Expands Pet
Reunification Efforts
by Donating Microchip
Scanners to Local Fire
Departments

Community mem-
bers in select areas can
help reunite lost pets
with their families—no
shelter visit needed

HOUSTON - Harris
County Public Health
(HCPH), through its
Veterinary Public
Health (VPH) division,
is expanding efforts to
reunite lost pets with
their families by
donating microchip
scanners to select fire
departments in unin-
corporated Harris
County.

This initiative
increases access points
across the community
where a found pet can
be scanned for a
microchip, helping
animals return home
more quickly and
reducing the number
that are entering
shelters.

If a community
member finds a stray
pet, the first step is to
contact Harris County
Pets at (281) 999-3191
for guidance. If appro-
priate, VPH staff may
direct individuals to a
participating fire
department location for
a quick microchip scan.

A map of participating
departments will be
available soon on

the Harris County

Pets website; an official
launch date will be
announced once final-
ized. Be aware, fire
departments are not
animal shelters and
are not equipped to
house pets. Community
members should not
leave animals at fire
stations.

“This ongoing effort
is an important way to
keep pets with their
families and reduce the
number of animals
entering shelters,” said
Lauren Davis, Associ-
ate Director for Harris
County Veterinary
Public Health. “A
simple microchip scan

can make the differ-
ence between a pet
returning home the
same day or being
separated for weeks.”

Microchipping
significantly improves
the likelihood that a
lost pet will be reunited
with its family and
helps prevent unneces-
sary shelter intake.
HCPH encourages all
pet owners to ensure
their animals are
microchipped and that
contact information is
current.

For more informa-
tion about lost or found
pets, microchipping, or
animal services in
Harris County,
visit countypets.com or
call (281) 999-3191.

Judge Lina Hidalgo and Congresswoman Sylvia Garcia
Deliver Meals on Wheels to Homebound Seniors

Harris County, TX, February 14, 2026, Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo and
U.S. Representative Sylvia Garcia delivered meals to homebound seniors on Friday
through Interfaith Ministries of Greater Houston & Galveston County’s Meals on
Wheels program.

“What better way to show love to the community ahead of Valentine’s Day than by
delivering meals to folks in need. With inflation, food insecurity and costs of living
still high, the work that Meals on Wheels does is important now more than ever.
We're all working together to help our community deal with rising costs, and it was a
really special experience for Congresswoman Garcia and I to help support Meals on
Wheels today,” said Judge Lina Hidalgo.

According to a 2025 report from the Kinder Institute, more than 2 in 5 households
in Harris County are food insecure, which is nearly three times the national average.
Last year, Meals on Wheels delivered 1,385,654 meals to over 6,000 seniors in Harris
County. They also distributed 80,724 pounds of pet food through their Animeals pro-
gram.

###

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo is Harris County’s chief executive and Direc-
tor of the Harris County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management.
Judge Hidalgo, alongside four county precinct commissioners, oversees a budget of
approximately $5 billion that funds services and institutions for the third-largest
county in the nation, home to nearly 5 million people. For more information about
Harris County and the Office of the County Judge, please visit: ¢jo.harriscountytx.gov.

Take Pride in our Community
Keep it Clean
RECYCLE!
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CHURCH PAGE

BIBLE WORD SEARCH

by Elie’s Spiritual Treasures

Psalm 40:13-14

Be pleased to save me, LorD; come quickly, LORD, to
help me. May all who want to take my life be put to
shame and confusion; may all who desire my ruin be
turned back in disgrace.

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION
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Find the bolded/underlined words in the diagram.
They run in all directions — forward, backward, up,
down and diagonally.
WWW.SEARCHING-FOR-JESUS.COM

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

B/

L N

In thisis love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
=51 John 4:10 B

© 2026 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey

1. Is the book of Gethsemane (KJV) in the Old or New Testament or neither?

2. What's the only book of the Bible that mentions Christ's tomb being sealed?
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

3. From Matthew 28:2, who rolled back the stone from the door of Jesus’ tomb
and sat upon it? Simon, An angel, Villagers, Disciples

4. When Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary” came upon the risen Jesus, who
did He ask them to inform? Priests, Disciples, No one, Villagers

5. From John 20, which disciple doubted Jesus had risen unless he could see the
wounds? Peter, Andrew, Thomas, Thaddeus

6. How long did Jesus remain after His resurrection before He ascended into
heaven? Instantaneously, 1 hour, 7 days, 40 days
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Church Page Sponsors

If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039

First Baptist Church North Houston

Where Jesus Has the Priority And Everyone is Welcome

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.
Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.

281-449-7201

e

.

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Classes, Free Citizenship Workshops,
Beyond Citizenship/Civic Engagement

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Call: 281-799-9076

Text: 832-906-4214
marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @
WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA
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FOR SALE - AUTO FOR SALE - AUTO

FOR SALE - AUTO LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

FOR SALE

$2.00 PER QUART
CALL 713-302-8531

NEW/OLD STOCK CONVENTIONAL MOTOR OIL

parties.

NOTICE OF STATUS AND NAME CORRECTION

Be it known that the undersigned, previously designated in
records as NIKITA JAMES ISA AC, has corrected the record
and affirmed their proper name as Nikita James Isaac.

This publication is made for the purpose of correcting the
public record and giving constructive notice to all interested

Dated this 17 day of March, 2026.

11-2t Nikita James Isaac 9-4t
. . |
EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

Analyst-Cyber Security SR IT, Kinder Morgan, Inc., Houston, TX (Hybrid)

Responsible for supporting Identity Access Management functionality to include
tracking issues raised from systems, in-house developed scripts & users,
communicating status on open issues, consulting w/ Subject Matter Experts to ensure
problems are resolved & management of entire problem resolution lifecycle. Req: BS
degree (or equiv foreign degree) in Computer Science, Computing or closely rltd fld
& 5 yrs exp as Information Security Engineer working w/ Identity Access Mgmnt.
Off-hours work on emergency basis required, avg 10 days/mnth. Hybrid pos: 3 days/
wk at office in Houston, TX, 2 days/wk from home. For full job descr. & regs. & apply
at https://www.kindermorgan.com/Careers/Job-Opportunities under “Analyst-Cyber

| GREAT VALUE + GREAT RESULTS

NO. OF WORDS IN AD: NO. OF WEEKS TO RUN:
$ AMOUNT PER WEEK TOTAL AMOUNT
DESIRED CLASSIFICATION HEADING:

PAYMENT INFORMATION

CHECK or VISA MASTERCARD AM EX
CREDIT CARD NO.: EXP.
NAME ON CARD: SEC. NO.
ADDRESS: CITY zIP
TELEPHONE:

MAIL TO 5832 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057, or EMAIL:
nenewsroom@aol.com, or CALL 713-266-3444

Security” Job ID # 32270
ot [ Business Director
12:00
toov | NORTHEAST NEWS | ko5,
PRIOR Call 713-266-3444 2 WEEKS SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money
Beat the Heat! SMALL ADS BRING BIG RESULTS
E ior Solar S Ask about our Business Directory
. xterior Solar Screens Package
: and Insect Shades 13 Weeks + Story + Display for $260
21.00 9900 23.00 24.00 25.00 Free Estimates Ask about our Ribbon Cutting Package

832-241-4581

Photo + Story + Web for $260

713-266-3444

VEHICLE INSPECTION STATION m

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.




TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2026

NORTHEAST 7 NEWS

Page 7

Guz Khan, left, and Riz Ahmed star in “Bait.”

“Bait.”

“Send Help” (R) —
Director Sam Raimi, who
has quite the range with
films like the “Spider-
Man” and “Evil Dead” tril-
ogies, went back to horror
for this new survival
thriller starring Rachel
McAdams (“Are You
There God? It’s Me, Mar-
garet.”) and Dylan
O’Brien (“Anniversary”).
McAdams plays a corpo-
rate strategist named Lin-
da, who gets passed over
for a promotion by her
boss Bradley (O’Brien) for
his fraternity brother. Af-
ter attempting to get him
to change his mind, Lin-
da is offered a seat on his
plane to Bangkok for a
business trip. However,
their plane crashes in the
Gulf of Thailand during a
storm, and the only sur-
vivors are her and Brad-
ley. With their dynamic
now turned on its head,
Bradley is forced to rely
on Linda’s insane surviv-
al skills to get them off the
island. Out now to rent!
(Apple TV+)

“The Moment” (R) —
This mockumentary film
is a satire of British pop
artist Charli XCX’s life.
The version of Charli XCX
in this film is very simi-
lar to the one we know,
who smashed the charts
during summer 2024 with
her “Brat” album, but
viewers get a behind-the-
scenes look at the chaotic
tail end of her album cy-
cle. After getting hit with
shady brand deals and
being forced to work with
an objectifying and pre-
tentious filmmaker
named Johannes (Alex-
ander Skarsgard), Charli
is at her wit’s end with a
project that she now con-
siders “cringe” but must
continue to promote. Oth-
er celebrities that make
cameos in the mockumen-
tary include Kylie Jenner
(“The Kardashians”),
Julia Fox (“Him”) and
Rachel Sennott (“I Love
LA”). Out now to rent.
(YouTube)

“Bait” (TV-MA) —
This thriller/drama/come-

dy series not only stars
Riz Ahmed (“The Phoeni-
cian Scheme”), but it was
written by him as well.
Ahmed plays Shah Latif,
an up-and-coming actor in
London who lands his big
break as the new James
Bond. Now thrust imme-
diately into the spotlight,
Shah struggles with the
difficult disadvantages of
fame, like paparazzi and
internet comments, which
send him into a bit of an
existential crisis. The se-
ries feels like a character
study on what it’s like to
suddenly wake up as a ce-
lebrity in modern times.
All six episodes are out
now to stream. (Amazon
Prime Video)

“Pizza Movie” (PG-
13) — Gaten Matarazzo,
known for his portrayal of
Dustin in “Stranger
Things,” leads this come-
dy film alongside Sean Gi-
ambrone (“The Secret Life
of Pets 2”). The film fol-
lows two college room-
mates Jack and
Montgomery, who find a
mysterious box of “mints”
in their dorm on a tragi-
cally lame night. They dis-
cover that these mints are
actually hallucinogenic
drugs, and with the bur-
den of higher education
weighing on them, Jack
and Montgomery have no
choice as college students
but to indulge! But when
the high proves to be too
intense for them, they
learn that the only solu-
tion to properly come
down is to eat pizza, so
viewers watch along as
the boys attempt to over-
come their trip. (Clearly
the writers of this film
were high, too.) Look out
for appearances from Sa-
rah Sherman (“Saturday
Night Live”) and Daniel
Radcliffe (of the “Harry
Potter” franchise) as the
Butterfly. Premieres
April 3. (Hulu)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.

Q:I recently started watching “Arrest-
ed Development,” starring Jason Bate-
man and Will Arnett. Why did they
recast the actress of Marta? I like both
actresses, but I was curious about the
change. — D.D.

A: Marta Estrella was a telenovela
star who was G.0.B.’s (Arnett) girlfriend
but was also loved from afar by his broth-
er, Michael (Bateman). LEOnor Varela
originated the role but exited after two
episodes to star in a heavy dramatic role
for the 2004 movie “Innocent Voices.” She
was recast with supermodel-turned-ac-
tress Patricia Velasquez for an addition-
al five episodes.

Since soap operas are famous for re-
casting roles, a satiric comedy like “Ar-
rested Development” perfectly turned the
role switch into a clever meta joke with-
out giving an explanation.

skekesk

Q: Are there currently any shows that
are filming in Hawaii? The ones I used
to watch like “Lost” ended years ago. I
just wonder how they're doing with the
current bad flooding there. — K.E.

A: The ABC series “Lost” filmed on the
island of O’ahu, which is currently expe-
riencing historic flooding. It’s currently
the location for the upcoming action film
“Protecting Jared,” which stars Jason
Momoa (“Aquaman”) and Andy Samberg
(“The Roses”). Momoa has been posting
pictures of the devastation on his social
media and is also actively helping chari-
ty organizations to feed hungry residents
through this hardship.

Other productions calling Hawaii
home include the third installment of the
“Jumanji” movies, but it appears that the
actors wrapped up filming this month.
“Jumanji 3” will once again star Dwayne
Johnson (“The Smashing Machine”) and
Jack Black (“Anaconda”), and it will pre-
miere in theaters on Christmas Day of
this year. The live-action “Lilo & Stitch”
sequel is expected to begin filming later
this year, likely in O’ahu once again.

The Netflix series “Untamed,” starring
Eric Bana, began filming season two in
in O’ahu and the Volcanoes National
Park this past February. All of these pro-
ductions will be a boon to the economy of

Patricia Velasquez ("Arrested Development’)

our nation’s 50th state, which is badly
needed not only because of the record
rainfall but also due to the 2023 fires in
Maui.

skekek

Q: Is the new British spin-off of “Sat-
urday Night Live” available to watch for
American audiences? I know I can prob-
ably find it online, but what about on
NBC? — B.M.

A:Tina Fey kicked off “SNL UK” as its
first host, but it won’t be broadcasted
here in the United States on NBC. You
can find it the day after it airs live on
NBC'’s streaming service, Peacock. The
Brits have always been known for come-
dy, so I would expect their version to be
a huge hit. Like most series from across
the pond, the season will be short with
just eight episodes.

The next two hosts will be Jamie Dor-
nan, the Irish actor best known for star-
ring in the “50 Shades of Grey” trilogy,
and Riz Ahmed, who was born in Wem-
bley, England, and was nominated for
an Oscar in 2021 for his role as a deaf
drummer in “Sound of Metal.”

Send me your questions at
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lone Star College Campuses
hold Open House April 7th

Continued from Page 1

at LoneStar.edu/Open-
House.

In spring 2024, Lone
Star College launched its
Full-Year Academic
Schedule for students to
view a full year of cours-
es. Starting April 14, stu-
dents can now register for
a full year of classes for
fall 2025, spring 2026 and
summer 2026. This re-
source will help students
get the classes they need,
stay on target and finish
on time.“

Lone Star College’s
Full-Year Academic
Schedule allows students
to see their full pathway
to completion, giving
them a better idea of their
progress and what they
need to achieve their
goals,” said Christina

Hagerty, Ed.D., LSC in-
terim chief academic of-
ficer. “By planning and
registering for courses a
full year ahead, students
save time and money.”

Lone Star College of-
fers a variety of work-
force, academic, transfer,
continuing education,
baccalaureate programs
and robust student life
activities close to home to
assist everyone interest-
ed in furthering their ed-
ucation. Registration is
now open for the May
mini-mester and summer
semesters. Fall enroll-
ment begins April 14.
Visit LoneStar.edu/Reg-
istration for more infor-
mation.

Lone Star College Sys-
tem enrolls over 90,000

students each semester
providing high-quality,
low-cost academic trans-
fer and career training
education. LSCS is train-
ing tomorrow’s workforce
today and redefining the
community college expe-
rience to support student
success.

Mario K. Castillo, J.D.,
serves as Chancellor of
LSCS, the largest institu-
tion of higher education
in the Houston area and
has been named a 2024
Great Colleges to Work
For® institution by the
Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation. LSCS consists of
eight colleges, seven cen-
ters, eight Workforce
Centers of Excellence and
Lone Star Corporate Col-
lege. To learn more, visit
LoneStar.edu.
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