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“Phoenix in Bloom”
East Aldine's ART CAR

Aldine ISD celebrated its top
educators during the annual Ed-
ucators of the Year “Breakfast of
Champions” on Friday, March 27.
The event recognized outstanding
teachers and principals from
across the district for their dedi-
cation to student success.

This year’s Kentucky Derby-in-
spired event brought together dis-
trict leaders, educators,
community partners and sponsors
to highlight excellence in educa-
tion. Guests sported festive hats,
bow ties, and florals as the district
honored those making a lasting
impact in classrooms and
schools.“Thank you for choosing
Aldine ISD and your unwavering
dedication to our students each
and every day,” said Superinten-
dent Dr. LaTonya Goffney. You
are pacesetters, navigators and
believers who refuse to let circum-
stances define a child’s future. Be-
cause of your heart and
commitment, our students can

EDUCATORS OF THE YEAR pose at the Recognitiion Breakfast on Friday, March 27, at center, with Aldine ISD Board Members and AISD

Superintendent Dr. LaTonya Goffney at right.

NEWS
NOTES

East Aldine SPRING
MUSIC FEST
Saturday April 18

Live Music, food, games,
prizes & More at East
Aldine Amphitheatre, 5pm
to 11pm. Free Cheesebur-
gers. 4 Bands. SEE PAGE 8

Walle Seminar April
23 “Know Your
Rights”

Seminar on interactions with
immigration enforcement will be
held Thursday, April 23, 2026, from
6 to 8 p.m. at the East Aldine
District Office, 2909 East Aldine
Amphitheatre Drive. RSVP is
encouraged via email at
District140.Walle@
house.texas.gov.

cross their finish line with confi-
dence, choices and opportunities.
We truly appreciate the incredible
impact you make across our dis-
trict.”

The annual event recognizes ed-
ucators who demonstrate excel-
lence in instruction, leadership
and student engagement, reinforc-
ing the district’s mission to pre-
pare every student for college,

career and life.

District Teachers of the Year
Superintendent Dr. LaTonya Goffney, left, with
Michael Jackson and Sheree Stubblefield.

Continued. See EDUCATORS BREAKFAST,
Page 5

San Jacinto Day Celebration Brings Texas History
to Life with Reenactments and Family Festivities

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

LAPORTE — The
thunder of cannons and
the crack of musket fire
will once again echo
across the San Jacinto
Battleground this month
as the annual San Jacin-
to Day Celebration 2026
commemorates the 190th
anniversary of the Battle
of San Jacinto, a decisive
moment in Texas history.

Scheduled for Satur-
day, April 18, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., the daylong
event is presented by the
San Jacinto Museum in
partnership with the Tex-
as Historical Commission.
Organizers promise a full

Scenes from previous San Jacinto Day celebrations at the monument in
LaPorte, Texas. Thousands of visitors will descend on the park for the

festivities.

slate of activities blending
education, entertainment,
and hands-on experiences
designed for visitors of all
ages.

At the heart of the cel-

Almendarez Killer receives
Life Sentence with No Parole

Joshua Steward found
quilty of capital murder
in 2022 shooting

HARRIS COUNTY — A
jury reached a verdict in
Harris County Deputy
Darren Almendarez’s mur-
der trial on Friday, accord-
ing to the Harris County
District Attorney.

Joshua Stewart, one of
three people accused of
shooting and killing Dep-
uty Almendarez in 2022,
was found guilty of capital
murder, and was sen-
tenced to life in prison
without the possibility of
parole, the DA said in an
X, formerly known as Twit-
ter, post.

The DA added that Fre-
darious Clark and Freder-

DEPUTY DARREN ALMENDAREZ

ick Tardy, who were also
charged with capital mur-
der, will have their trials
later this year.

The Deputy’s widow,
Flor Zarzoza Almendarez,
was in the courtroom for
the trial, but was not asked

to testify. Later she told
the Northeast News that
in spite of the verdict, “it
won’t bring Darren back.”
She said she will continue
to fight until she gets jus-

Continued. See DEPUTY'S KILLER
GETS LIFE SENTENCE, Page 2

ebration are battle reen-
actments that recreate
the dramatic events of
April 1836. Reenactors
dressed in period clothing
will portray Texian and

Scenes from previous San Jacinto Day celebrations at the monument in
LaPorte, Texas. Thousands of visitors will descend on the park for the

festivities.

Mexican soldiers, bring-
ing to life the clash that
led to one of the most im-
pactful military victories
in North American histo-
ry. The Battle of San Ja-

cinto Reenactment is
scheduled to take place
twice during the day, at

Continued. See SAN JACINTO
DAY, Page 8

East Aldine enters their ART CAR
In the Annual Art Car Parade

EAST ALDINE — Chair-
man Carlos Silva an-
nounced that the District
purchased a 2020 Nissan
as our Art Car. He said “it’s
a great blank canvas to
work with, as we are par-
ticipating in the 39th Art
Car Parade with Avalo P-
Tech and Up Art Studio.

In their proposal to lead
the project, Up Art Studio
said the following:

ART CAR is entitled
“Phoenix in Bloom.” UP
Art Studio proposes a bold,
nature-forward art car cel-
ebrating P-TECH Avalos
High School and the East
Aldine community. Cen-
tered on the school’s phoe-
nix mascot, the design
symbolizes resilience, re-
newal, and the power of
rising from adversity.

The vehicle will feature
a dynamic phoenix emerg-

Initial Concept Sketch by Artist Inzo of UpArt Studio.

ing from a textured land-
scape of ash and fractured
concrete, visually repre-
senting transformation
and growth within an ur-
ban environment. As the
phoenix rises, the compo-
sition transitions into lush
natural elements, with
flowing vines, roses, and
blooming flowers overtak-
ing the hardened surface
to convey regeneration and

hope.

Subtle cultural design
details will be thoughtful-
ly integrated throughout
the artwork, reflecting the
rich identity and diversity
of the East Aldine commu-
nity. The overall palette
will be vibrant and uplift-
ing, ensuring strong visi-
bility in parades and

Continued. See ART CAR, Page 5
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Life Sentence for Deputy’s

Killer,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Suspects charged include Joshua Stewart, Frederick Tardy, and Fredarious Clark

tice for his murder, but she
has no hate in her heart.
She sees Darren’s death as
an act of God.

Almendarez was shot
off-duty in a grocery store
parking lot while confront-
ing two men who were try-
ing to steal the catalytic
converter under his truck.

Almendarez was shot to
death on March 31. He was
off-duty and shopping with
his wife when, investiga-
tors say, he caught the
three defendants in the act
of stealing his truck’s cat-
alytic converter. There was
an exchange of gunfire and
Almendarez, a 23-year vet-
eran of the department,
was killed.

In earlier court proceed-
ings, prosecutors also
showed surveillance video

of a shooting two weeks
before Almendarez’s death
that they say involved the
same defendants doing the
same thing. The victim in
that case, who survived,
testified and identified
Stewart as the shooter.

And it was the first
time, the deputy’s relatives
saw the surveillance video
of his death. At times, they
had to step out of the court-
room. His brother said
that the video was hard to
watch, but he needed to see
it.

“There were so many
other stories going around
as to how many times he
was shot, what happened,
who he was wrestling
with,” explained Steve Al-
mendarez. “It was good to
see for myself because now
I know what really hap-

pened. If anything, he
went down fighting and
I've seen that. He did his
job, all the way to his last
breath. He took criminals
off the street.”

Along with Stewart,
Fredarius Clark and Fre-
drick James Tardy are also
charged with capital mur-
der.

Clark’s trial is sched-
uled to begin on May 29.
Tardy had a pre-trial con-
ference on April 14.

Since Almendarez mur-
der, a bill named after him
was signed into law.

In 2023, Gov. Greg Ab-
bott signed the “Deputy
Darren Almendarez Act”
into law. The law enhanc-
es criminal penalties for
offenses involving a cata-
lytic converter.
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CALL
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AIRLINE LIBRARY NEWS

BOOK BUDDIES
Tuesda
4:30pm-5:15pm

Description

Do you have a child in
kindergarten through 3rd
grade who loves stories—or
one who could use a little
extra reading support? Har-
ris County Public Library’s
Book Buddies is a FREE, fun-
filled literacy program that
pairs enthusiastic, trained
teen volunteers (Big Bud-
dies) with younger readers
(Little Buddies) for 10 weeks
of reading
adventures!Begins: Tuesday,
Feb 17th | 4:30 PM - 5:15
PMFeb. 17 - April 28 (Exclud-
ing March 17th)@ Aldine
Branch Library

Each week, your child
will build confidence, make
a new friend, and discover
the joy of reading in a sup-
portive, one-on-one setting.

¢Tienes un hijo o hija en
preescolar o primaria (hasta
tercer grado) a quien le en-
cantan los cuentos, o que
necesita un poco de apoyo
adicional con la lectura? El
programa Book Buddies de la
Biblioteca Publica del Conda-
do de Harris es un programa
de alfabetizacion GRATUITO
y divertido que empareja a
adolescentes voluntarios en-
tusiastas y capacitados (Ami-
gos Mayores) con lectores
mds jovenes (Amigos Pe-
quenos) durante 10 semanas
de aventuras literarias.

April 14

Comienza: Martes, 17 de
febrero | 4:30 p.m. - 5:15
p.m.
Del 17 de febrero al 28
de abril (excluyendo el 17
de marzo)

En la Biblioteca de Aldi-
ne

Cada semana, tu hijo o
hija desarrollard confianza,
hard un nuevo amigo y des-
cubrira el placer de la lectu-
ra en un ambiente de apoyo
individualizado.

FUTURE U! REVISE YOUR
RESUME

Wednesday, April 15,
8:00am-9:00am

Description

Ready to Enhance your Re-
sume? and Cover Letter? Take
your resume and cover letter to
the next level with a Future U ad-
visor who can help you with great
insight on how to attract top-
notch employers and get their
attention. Get great tips on craft-
ing your resume and cover letter
to be tailor-made with your skills,
qualifications, and experiences.
Have one on one talks with Fu-
ture U advisor about today’s job
market and how to prepare and
what to look for.

ESL 1

Wednesday, April 15,
1:00pm-2:30pm

Start learning English for free
at the library! This is an introduc-
tory English class for complete
beginners.

Class is once a week on
Wednesdays from 1 - 2:30 p.m.

It is an 8 week session from
April 1st to May 20th, 2026

Registration is required in or-
der to attend.

To register, visit us on a reg-
istration date to take a placement
exam and confirm your spot in a
class.

iEmpiece a aprender inglés
gratis en la biblioteca! Esta es una
clase de inglés introductoria para
principiantes absolutos.

La clase se reline una vez a
la semana los miércoles de 1 -
2:30 p.m.

Es una sesion de 8 semanas
desde el 1° de abril hasta el 4° de
mayo.

Se requiere inscripcién para
asistir a la clase

Para inscribirse, visitenos en
una fecha de inscripcién para
tomar un examen de nivel y con-
firmar su lugar en una clase.

TOGETHER TIME

Thursday, April 16, 11:00am-
12:00pm

Description

Family program with
each week is a different
theme to hangout and have
planned together time as a
family. No registration re-
quired.

Together Time Thursday

-Family Program
APRIL 16 - Collage Poet-

APRIL 23- Rock Art

APRIL 30th- Watercolor

Programa familiar en el
que cada semana tiene un
tema diferente para pasar
tiempo juntos y tener tiem-
po planificado como familia.
No se requiere
inscripcién.Jueves de Tiem-
po Juntos - Programa Famil-

iar
16 DE ABRIL - Poesia en
collage
93 DE Abril - Arte en
roca

30 DE Abril - Acuarela

SPARK 5 STORY TIME W/
THE MICHELLE PROJECT
Saturday, April 18

11:00am-12:00pm

Description

Join the library and The
Michelle Project for a special
Saturday story time! These in-
teractive story times are suit-
able for all ages and abilities.
We'll explore the world of
early literacy through singing,
talking, writing, playing, and
reading! Each super fun ed-
ucational adventure is in-
spired by celebrations and
traditions from that month.
There’s always a free book
waiting for you at every ses-
sion!

Bert Barron

Adult Program Specialist
Aldine Branch Library
11331 Airline Dr.
Houston, TX 77037
Phone: 832-927-5410
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Principal Castille Honored for
Deaf Education Leadership

Principal Gregory Castille works with a hearing impaired student at Ogden Elementary School

At Ogden Elementary, inclusion is a way of life.

It’s found in classrooms where students communicate across differences. Hallways
fill with both spoken language and American Sign Language, ensuring every child is
seen and empowered to succeed.

Principal Gregory Castille’s leadership fosters an inclusive culture at his campus.

Castille has been named the recipient of the prestigious 2026 Outstanding Princi-
pal Award from the Texas Association of Parents and Educators of the Deaf (TAPED)
for his exemplary leadership.

He was selected for his steadfast commitment to students who are deaf, hard of
hearing, and deafblind. He ensures these students are not only provided access but
are also fully included and valued within the school community.

“This recognition reflects the kind of leadership that changes lives,” said Aldine

ISD Superintendent Dr.
LaTonya M. Goffney. “Mr.
Castille has created a cam-
pus where students are not
only supported, but truly
valued. They are chal-
lenged to reach their full
potential. In Aldine ISD,
we believe all means all.
This belief is woven into
our #AldineStory. Ogden
Elementary is a powerful
example of that belief in
action.”

A Culture Where Access Is a Right
For Principal Castille, this statewide leadership honor reflects both his personal
dedication and his collaborative efforts with the Ogden Elementary community.
“This recognition reinforces the idea that
the work of our students, staff, and commu-
nity is moving in the right direction,” he said.
“Personally, it is a humbling validation of the
late nights and heart-led decisions we make
to ensure every child feels seen.”
His leadership philosophy is rooted in a
simple but powerful belief: access is a right.
“We want students to truly belong and
lead,” Castille said. “When we build a school
for students with the most diverse needs, we
create a more caring place for everyone.”

Learning Together as One Team

Under Castille’s leadership, Ogden Elementary has intentionally integrated the
Region 4 ESC Regional Day School Program for the Deaf (RDSPD) into the fabric of
the campus.

That integration is visible in daily interactions and instruction.

“At Ogden, we don’t just go to the same school — we learn together as one team,”
Castille said.

The campus embraces a “mirrors and windows” approach, ensuring students see
themselves reflected in their environment and learn from others. Hearing and deaf
staff serve as role models, and students regularly collaborate in shared learning spaces.

To further support communication and inclusion, Teachers of the deaflead profes-
sional learning for staff and embed American Sign Language (ASL) throughout the
campus. Environmental print and ASL signage in common areas — from hallways to
the cafeteria — turn the entire school into a language-rich learning environment.

Building Confidence, Belonging, and Advocacy

The impact of this work is evident across the campus community.

Castille has seen a significant increase in student agency. Students who are deaf
or hard of hearing are becoming confident self-advocates.

“Our students are clearly explaining their needs to peers and adults,” he said.

That shift extends to
staff as well.

“There has been a shift
from ‘your students’ to ‘our
students,” Castille added,
reflecting campuswide
shared support.

Beyond academics, the
school’s inclusive environ-
ment is shaping how stu-
dents view the world.

“Our campus is a place
where kindness is a mea-
surable skill. ‘Community’
means everyone is invited
to the table,” he said. “Stu-
dents leave Ogden with a deeper understanding of empathy and belonging.”

That impact is felt not only by students. Educators who support them each day feel
it too.

“Mr. Castille is a remarkable principal who ensures every student — hearing or
deaf —is welcomed and fully included from the moment they walk through our doors,”
said Matthew Harper, deaf and hard-of-hearing education teacher at Ogden Elemen-
tary. “He is our greatest ally in the classroom, in the hallways, and in the conference
room. While deaf education is often ‘seen but not heard,” Mr. Castille has a heart big
enough for all students. He is intentional about including them in every part of cam-
pus life.”

“A great principal doesn’t just lead a school — he creates a place where every
student is seen, heard, and supported,” added Michelle Porter, deaf and hard-of-hear-
ing education teacher at Ogden Elementary. “Mr. Castille’s commitment to deaf edu-
cation ensures that all voices truly matter. His continued support is deeply
appreciated.”

A Commitment to Continuous Growth

Castille credits strong partnerships, including support from Region 4 ESC, as es-
sential to the campus’s success. Specialized resources and professional learning from
this partnership help keep the school in line with best practices in deaf education.

Looking ahead, Ogden Elementary will expand family learning. The campus aims
to offer more after-school access to American Sign Language, something Castille sees
as enhancing family engagement in their child’s education.

“We want to bridge the communication gap within our broader community,” Castille
said. “By helping families build their knowledge of ASL, we can strengthen connec-
tions. This will help both at home and at school.”

Leading With Purpose and Heart

For Castille, leading a culture of true inclusion guides the school’s future.

“Start with culture, then curriculum,” he said. “You can have the best resources in
the world. But if students don’t feel like valued members of the campus, they won’t

thrive.”

Castille will be formally recognized during the opening general assembly of the
Texas Statewide Conference on the Education of the Deaf (SWCED) on June 25.
His recognition highlights his leadership and Aldine ISD’s dedication to support-

ing every student’s success.

Mustangs Advance to FCCLA
State Competition

Four Aldine High
School students have ad-
vanced to the Family, Ca-
reer and Community
Leaders of America (FC-
CLA) State Leadership
Conference, continuing a
strong tradition of student
achievement in career
preparation and work-
force readiness. FCCLA is
the nation’s leading orga-
nization for students pur-
suing careers in
Education and Training,
Hospitality and Tourism,
Arts and Design, Person-
al Finance, Human Ser-
vices and Public Service
through Family and Con-
sumer Sciences education.

Senior Andrea Larrea
earned second place in the
Promote and Publicize
category, an event that
challenges students to de-
velop a campaign to raise
awareness about FCCLA
and Family and Consum-
er Sciences programs
within their school and
community. During the
competition, participants
are required to present
both an oral presentation
and a portfolio.

This marks Larrea’s
third year in FCCLA and
her second appearance at
the state level. She has de-
veloped a passion for ad-
vocating for Family and
Consumer Sciences cours-
es and plans to continue
her education in Texas af-
ter graduation.

Larrea said the pro-
gram has helped her grow
personally and profession-
ally.

“Second place feels
amazing and very reward-
ing,” said Larrea. “Com-
pared to my previous
competitions, I feel like
I've made a lot of progress.
My teacher believed in
me, and so did my class-
mates. Their support real-
ly helped me get through
the nerves. I'm extremely
proud of myself—from
placing 5th in my sopho-
more year, not placing at
all in my junior year, to
finishing second in my last
year. I'm forever grateful.”

FCCLA adviser and
fashion design instructor
La Keesha Craig said the
program continues to have
a meaningful impact on

students, both inside and
outside the classroom.

“I’'m truly impressed by
their dedication to our FC-
CLA chapter and the ef-
fort they put into
balancing school, part-
time jobs, and other orga-
nizations. Watching them
take initiative and devel-
op confidence is inspir-
ing,” said Craig. “Their
success reflects the
strength of our fashion
design program, especial-
ly in building leadership,
responsibility, and strong
organizational skills.”

In addition to Larrea’s
success, Valeria Munoz-
Alvarenga, Karla Verga-
ra-Judrez, and Juana
Flores-Riveras all earned
fourth place in the Chap-
ter Service Project Display
competition. The trio has
shown consistent excel-
lence, marking their third
consecutive year compet-
ing. Mufioz-Alvarenga
and Vergara-Juarez have
advanced to state finals
each year, while Flores
Riveras will attend for the
second time.

All three students plan
to pursue higher educa-
tion. Mufoz-Alvarenga in-
tends to study education,
Vergara-Judrez plans to
enter the nursing field,
and Flores-Riveras hopes
to begin in real estate be-
fore transitioning into the
medical field.

Munoz-Alvarenga said
Aldine ISD has helped her
feel more confident about
her future.

She plans to attend

Lone Star College-Atas-
cocita and the University
of Houston-Clear Lake be-
fore transferring to the
University of Houston.

FCCLA has played a
major role in her develop-
ment.

“This program has
taught me the importance
of helping the community,
which makes me want to
continue doing projects
like this after high school,”
Murioz-Alvarenga said. “It
has also helped me im-
prove my communication
skills, which I will need in
the future to network.
Speaking in front of peers
and judges has helped me
imagine being in a class-
room and teaching some-
thing new.”

Craig said the future of
the Aldine ISD fashion
program is bright as it
continues to grow and cre-
ate opportunities for stu-
dents. Plans include
hosting fashion shows at
the M.O. Campbell Educa-
tional Center and expand-
ing hands-on learning
experiences.

Students are also gain-
ing internships with local
designers, with some op-
portunities leading direct-
ly to employment after
graduation.

The FCCLA State
Leadership Conference
will take place in Dallas
from April 9-10, with the
awards ceremony sched-
uled for Saturday, April
11.
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Artemis II: Yes, Boldly Go

Yes, boldly go
So much for journalistic objectivity.

The BBC science editor covering the launch of
Artemis II couldn’t contain her enthusiasm when
the first plumes of smoke spread out from the
launch pad. “Oh, my goodness! Oh, my goodness!”
she exclaimed, clapping like a schoolgirl.

As the rocket lifted off, she got visibly emotion-
al: “It’s not just what you see and you hear as the
rocket lifts off. You can feel the force of it through
your body. This is the most powerful rocket that
NASA has ever built!”

Rebecca Morelle can be forgiven for falling in
love with the subject of her story. A rocket launch
is an awe-inspiring event — a controlled explo-
sion hurling a gigantic projectile into the ether.
There’s the sheer power, the unavoidable risk, the
questing spirit. A rocket feels and looks like the
future, and there’s something very human about
gazing into the sky in wonder.

NASA hasn’t been glamorous in decades. Once
upon a time, kids were putting up glossy photos of
Apollo rockets and astronauts on their bedroom
walls. But the Apollo program was killed long ago
— civil-rights activists were among those mobiliz-
ing against it, oddly enough — and nothing has
captured the imagination the same way since.

The space shuttle made space flight routine
and boring, and there was nothing particularly
ambitious about the International Space Station.
Rovers and telescopes were worthy endeavors,
but not thrilling.

There is no substitute for manned space flight.
The Artemis project is not exactly boldly going
where no man has gone before, since it seeks to
return to the moon after we were there half a
century ago. But sending astronauts 250,000
miles from Earth as part of a project to eventually
set up a base on the moon is the most enterpris-
ing NASA project since Apollo.

This is all to the good, but Artemis has been
plagued by delays and cost overruns. NASA
hasn’t been able to replicate the urgent, mission-
driven approach that characterized the Apollo
program. It took eight years to get to the moon
the first time, while Artemis has been going for
nine years and we still aren’t back.

NASA projects tend to get caught in a cycle:
One president proposes a big new initiative, only
for it to get canceled by his successor, who propos-
es his own initiative that is canceled in turn. The
worst case scenario is that a Democratic presi-
dent elected in 2028 nixes Artemis because
President Trump favored it.

That said, the space expert Robert Zubrin notes
that space is particularly appealing to Americans
as a people defined, in part, by the frontier. JFK
talked of “the New Frontier,” and the famous
open of the TV show “Star Trek” called space “the
final frontier.”

Certainly, the American space program is a
marked contrast with that of the Europeans, the
European Space Agency. NASA’s budget is
several times larger. We've sent men to the moon,
whereas they haven’t. And we've sent multiple
successful landers and rovers to Mars (the first
lander in 1976, the first rover in 1997), whereas
the ESA has only managed two unsuccessful
landers.

Getting back to the moon is nice, but it is a
manned mission to Mars that should be our
ultimate objective. It would truly be another
giant leap for mankind, opening up a vista of
homo sapiens as a multi-planetary species. The
technological challenge would be significant,
requiring Apollo-like exertions, while there’s
much of scientific importance to be learned on the
Red Planet.

Right now, the most popular movie in America
is “Project Hail Mary,” a sci-fi thriller about a
desperate mission into space. The film plays to
our inherent interest in journeys into the un-
known, and to our admiration for those who have
the courage to explore new worlds, from Francis
Drake to Neil Armstrong.

Artemis II tapped into the same thing, which is
why that BBC reporter — and so many of the rest
of us — were so moved.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Opinions expressed here are not necessarily
that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR OPINION is welcome.
Send a letter for possible publication to Grafikpress
Newspapers, 5906 Star Lane, Houston TX 77057 or an email to
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to about 200.
Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

Border Wall Through Big Bend Apparently on hold

After public outcry, a phys-
ical border wall through Big
Bend National Park appears
to be on hold, The Texas
Tribune reported.

In February, the Trump ad-
ministration waived more
than two dozen environmental
laws in order to clear the way
for a 150-mile-long wall
through West Texas, including
Big Bend and the adjoining
state park. Opposition quick-
ly arose from people and poli-
ticians from both parties.

The sheriffs of Brewster,
Culberson, Hudspeth, Presid-
io and Terrell counties — a
mix of Democrats and Repub-
licans — wrote an
open letter that said: “Based
on decades of combined expe-
rience working with this ter-
rain, we believe that
construction of a continuous
physical border wall in the Big
Bend region would not repre-
sent the most practical or stra-
tegic approach to border
security in this area.”

Now, a map on the U.S.
Customs and Border Protec-
tion website no longer indi-
cates plans to construct a
physical wall in the Big Bend
region. It is unclear if those
plans are final, since the map
has been changed several
times in the past few weeks.

The rugged area historical-
ly has been the least-busy of
the nine Border Patrol sectors,
accounting for just 1.3% of the
237,538 apprehensions record-
ed along the entire U.S.-Mex-
ico border during the last
fiscal year.

STATE ON TRIAL FOR UN-
AIRCONDITIONED PRISONS

The state of Texas is now
on trial in an Austin federal
court to determine whether it
must provide air-conditioning
in state
prisons, kut.org reported. In-
mates and their attorneys
have argued for decades that
summer conditions — where
temperatures can reach 110
degrees — constitute cruel and
unusual punishment.

“The Constitution requires
living conditions that are not
exposing individuals to high
heat levels, and the evidence
has consistently shown that
what TDCJ has done as an al-
ternative has just not been ef-
fective,” attorney Brandon
Duke said. “It’s not a solution.”

The state counters that it
is bringing more AC online at
its prisons. Plaintiff attorneys
say at least five inmates have
died in Texas from heat-relat-
ed illness since 2023.

The Texas Department of
Criminal Justice says it would
cost $1.5 billion to install air-
conditioning systems at all its

prisons, and that state law-
makers must approve the
funding.

U.S. District Judge Robert
Pittman is expected to rule
from the bench after the trial
concludes.

CAMP MYSTIC FILES
APPLICATION TO REOPEN THIS
SUMMER

Camp Mystic has filed an
application with the state to
reopen this summer,
the Houston
Chronicle reported. More than
two dozen children and two
camp counselors were killed in
the July 4 flash floods that
swept the camp. The Texas
Department of State Health
Services, which oversees camp
licensing, said it has received
complaints about the camp
and that it will be “investigat-
ed for violations of the laws
and rules governing youth
camps.”

DSHS has been sued by the
parents of nine victims who
contend the camp was wrong-
fully licensed just two days be-
fore the disaster last summer,
even though it lacked an evac-
uation plan. In a separate
case, a Travis County judge
has ordered Camp Mystic to
preserve for future
examination the cabins and
grounds damaged in the
floods.

Camp leaders are asking
for permission to open its Cy-
press Lake campus, which
they said is “in compliance
with all aspects of the state’s
new camp safety laws and has
implemented additional safe-
ty measures that exceed the
requirements of those laws.”

TEXAS PUBLIC SCHOOL
TEACHER PAY DROPS

A new report from the Uni-
versity of Houston Education
Research Center indicates av-
erage pay for Texas public
school teachers has dropped
about $5,000 over the past de-
cade, the Chronicle reported.
The decrease comes even as
the cost of living has increased
during that time span.
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“When we look at those re-
gional differences, there are
some increases across the
state, but really what we're
seeing is that average teacher
salaries haven’t kept up with
inflation,”said Toni Templeton, the
Education Research Center’s
senior research scientist.

Average base pay for the
state’s most experienced
teachers, those with 11 or
more years of experience, has
declined from about $73,000 to
about $66,000 in 2024-25, ac-
cording to the report.

The Texas Legislature ap-
proved pay increases based on
teachers’ years of experience,
and those raises could show up
in future studies.

SPACEX PLANNING WHAT
COULD BE BIGGEST-EVER IPO

Elon Musk’s SpaceX is con-
fidentially planning to sell
shares to the public in what
could be the largest initial
public offering in history,
the Austin American-
Statesman reported. It has
filed paperwork with the Se-
curities and Exchange Com-
mission that indicates it could
raise as much as $75 billion in
an IPO by July.

The confidential filing al-
lows companies to get feed-
back from regulators without
revealing information to com-
petitors. However, Space X
will have to release a public fil-
ing at least 15 days before its
IPO “road show,” when it pre-
sents its financial plan to po-
tential underwriters and
institutional investors.

SpaceX has become the
world’s leading commercial
rocket launch company. Over
the past five years, it has se-
cured $6 billion in contracts
from the federal government.

TDI HELPS STOP $400 MILLION
MEDICARE SCHEME

A Texas Department of
Insurance investigator and
crime analyst played a key role
in arresting a Russian nation-
al who submitted $400 million
in fake Medicare claims. Ni-
kolai Buzolin established a du-
rable medical equipment
company in Houston in 2025.
He is charged with stealing pa-
tients’ and doctors’ identities
to submit fraudulent claims to
Medicare Part C.

“A few of the patients
checked their explanation of
benefits and noticed that they
were getting medical equip-
ment that they didn’t need.
And it was coming from doc-
tors they’d never met,” said
TDI Fraud Unit investigator
Sgt. Kevin Mannion.

FBI agents arrested Buzo-
lin as he was boarding a plane
in Los Angeles to Russia. He
faces up to 20 years in prison
if found guilty.

“TDI works with federal,
state, and local partners to fol-
low cases wherever they go,
whether it’s California or right
here in Texas,” said Mannion.
“We track them down, we shut
them down, and we help dis-
mantle these criminal activi-
ties.”

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas journal-
ist. He published a number of
community newspapers in
Texas during a 30-year span,
including in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches,
Lufkin and Cedar Park.

Email: ghorders@texaspress.com.
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

Crazy Couch

Three years ago,  was in San
Miguel de Allende, Mexico,
walking through what had once
been a large fabric mill. It has
since been turned into an art
gallery called, appropriately, La
Fabrica, where artists of all
kinds lease space to show their
work. There are always people
and art and dogs, and flowers
blooming and banners flying,
making this former mill one of
the liveliest places in town.

One day, while passing a
shop, I saw the most outrageous
couch.

It was an old camelback
couch—a loveseat, really, but
with wide, rolled arms. It ap-
peared to be an older piece of
furniture that had been re-
stored. The fabric was crazy. It
was a patchwork of burned vel-
vet fabric in brilliant hues. It
was the brightest, craziest couch
I'd ever seen, and it was being
sold alongside art and sculpture,
which made sense, because it re-
ally was a work of art.

I don’t know how stories
come into being, but that bril-
liant couch, three years ago, left
an impression on me.

I started writing a new book.
The book was about a house that
had lived in a small town by the
river for 150 years and had, over
the course of time, developed a
fondness for the women who
lived in it, especially its current
tenant, Max. “What did Max
do?” Iwondered. And then I saw
her making a couch very much
like that one I'd seen, using cra-
zy fabrics, and selling it to her
art dealer, Bobby.

The story became “The Tur-
nip House.” When it was fin-
ished, I sent it to my agent and,
after editing it, we submitted it
to my publisher. And we have
just learned that they want to
publish it.

Last week, my husband, Pe-
ter, and I were considering mov-
ing from our tiny and
much-beloved apartment at
Casa de los Soles. We decided
not to move. We realized we
could not stand to be away from
this place that has become our
home away from home. Since we
are not spending money on a
larger apartment, I was walk-
ing through La Fabrica, wonder-
ing how we could make our place
a little nicer. Just as I was
thinking this, I saw a couch very
similar to the one that had in-
spired “The Turnip House,” the
book that had just sold.

I went into the shop. “You
had another couch,” I began,
“but it was in brighter colors.”

The young woman did not
look perplexed in the least. She
headed off to the back of the
store and indicated that I should
follow her.

“No way,” I thought.

We climbed a flight of stairs.
And there, sitting like it was
waiting for me, was my couch.
Except now, it was 40% off.

“Oh my gosh,” I said in En-
glish.

I came home and told Peter.

“If you like it, that’s all that
matters,” Peter said. (Peter is
wonderful that way.)

Then I asked Jorge, our land-
lord, if he’d mind if I replaced
his couch with a new one. At
first, he thought I was asking
him to buy it.

“No! No,” I told him. “It’s a
gift—to me.” And I told him the
story.

Jorge smiled. “No problem!”

So today I am waiting. I
should be getting the final con-
tract for “The Turnip House,”
which will make it all official.
And I should be getting delivery
of the brightly colored couch
that inspired it. I'm not sure
which will arrive first, and I
guess it doesn’t matter. I know
they belong together and are
part of the same story.

Till next time,
Carrie
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Aldine ISD Honors Top Educators at Annual Recognition Breakfast

This year’s Teachers of the Year represent the very
best of Aldine ISD, educators whose passion and impact
are shaping the future of our students. In their class-
rooms, they create spaces where students are challenged
to think critically and find their voice, embodying what
it means to put Students First.

Michael Jackson of Anderson Academy was named
the district’s 2026 Elementary Teacher of the Year, and
Sheree Stubblefield of Avalos P-TECH School was named
the 2026 Secondary Teacher of the Year. Jackson, once
a student who needed support and encouragement, now
creates life-changing opportunities for his own students,
just as his fourth-grade teacher once did for him.

“One thing I always say is I never want my name to
be bigger than the work that I put in. I pray that the
work that I have done has truly spoken for me,” he said.

Stubblefield came to education later in her career but
has quickly made a lasting impact on her ninth-grade
students. She was previously named the district’s 2021
Rookie Teacher of the Year.

“I've seen my first class, from ninth through 12th
grade, cross the stage last year, and to know I was a
part of that story means more to me than I can say,” she
said.

Teacher of the Year Finalists

Alicia Kellem of Ogden Elementary, Kirsten Kurtz of
Worsham Elementary, Shawn Bingham of Blanson CTE,
and Stephen Posada of Hambrick Middle School were
finalists, each demonstrating instructional excellence
and inspiring student achievement.

Rookie Teachers of the Year

Rezie Hernandez, center, with Superintendent Dr. LaTonya Goffney and
board members.

The district also honored two first-year educators who
have made an immediate impact in their classrooms.
Rezie Hernandez of Reed Academy was named Rookie
Elementary Teacher of the Year, and Kaitlyn Fraser of
Plummer Middle School was named Rookie Secondary
Teacher of the Year.

Hernandez’s passion for special education brought her
here to Texas from the Philippines, where she now helps
struggling students build confidence and celebrate their
growth.“Thank you. This is a huge gift from God. I nev-
er expected that I would be a teacher in the United
States,” she said.

. |
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Kaitlyn Fraser, center, with Superintendent Dr. LaTonya Goffney and board
members.

Frasier is cultivating a classroom environment where
students feel seen and heard and believe anything is
possible.“Thank you so much. I am so privileged to teach
in Aldine ISD. I'm thankful for my students, and happy
to play a small part in shaping their futures,” she said.

Principals of the Year

Two campus leaders were named Principal of the Year
following a rigorous selection process evaluating lead-
ership, campus culture and student outcomes.

Denise Meister of Hinojosa EC/PreK/K was named
Elementary Principal of the Year, and Walter Stewart
of Nimitz High School was named Secondary Principal
of the Year.

Denise Meister, center, with Superintendent Dr. LaTonya Goffney and board
members.

Meister, who has 32 years in education, reflected on
her journey in Aldine ISD.

“In Aldine, we talk about choices and opportunities. I
chose Aldine because my heart is here. Our kids and
families deserve people whose decisions are always based
on what’s best for kids. Aldine has given me opportuni-
ties I wouldn’t have had anywhere else,” she said.

With deep gratitude, Stewart shared what the mo-
ment meant to him, saying:

. |
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owners must be notified of the hearing.”

AISD to Hold a Public Hearing on the 2024-2025 APR at the April 21 Board Meeting

Aldine [SD will hold a public hearing to discuss the 2024-2025 Annual Performance
Reportat the April 21 Board meeting. According to TEA guidelines:

"A hearing for public discussion of the annual report must be held within 90 days of the

district receiving Texas Academic Performance Reports (TAPRs). Parents and property

The April 21 Board meeting will be held in the Board Room of the Donaldson
Administration Building and will begin at 7 p.m.

Walter Stewart, center, with Superintendent Dr. LaTonya Goffney and board
members.

“I sincerely thank you for this incredible recognition
as Secondary Principal of the Year. This award is truly
humbling. It stands as a testament to the collective suc-
cess and dedicated effort of everyone who has guided
me with their wisdom and knowledge.”

Throughout the event, speakers emphasized the crit-
ical role educators play in shaping student success, in-
cluding Kyra Brown, a student at Victory Early College
High School and a Superintendent Student Ambassa-
dor, who served as emcee alongside Chief Communica-
tions Officer Sheila Adams.“I’'m here because of my
teachers’ influence and dedication. Because of educators
like you, I'm pursuing a future in biochemistry. Thank
you for making a difference and creating classrooms that
impact students like me,” Brown said.The Aldine Edu-
cation Foundation highlighted its continued partnership
in supporting students and staff through scholarships,
innovative teaching grants and expanding learning op-
portunities. This year’s event was made possible through
the generosity of sponsors, including Platinum sponsors
United Airlines, Whataburger, Jostens and East Aldine
Management District; Gold sponsors PBK and Stantec;
Silver sponsors Imagine Learning and Amplify; and cam-
pus sponsors AFT and Turner & Townsend Heery.

With their support, each of the top six honorees re-
ceived special recognition, including free Whataburger
for a year; a custom-designed commemorative ring spon-
sored by Jostens; and two round-trip airline tickets pro-
vided by United Airlines. Teacher of the Year recipients
also received a curated gift package from the Aldine Ed-
ucation Foundation, including a T-shirt symbolizing
their role as ambassadors for the organization and its
mission to support students and educators across the
district.Board members and district leadership also
praised educators for their unwavering commitment to
students.“You invest in students, you open doors, you
create opportunities, and in Aldine ISD, that work mat-
ters because we believe every student deserves a strong
start and a strong finish,” said Board Secretary Paul
Shanklin.As the celebration ended, district leaders en-
couraged educators to continue building on the strong
foundation they have created. The Educators of the Year
Breakfast remains a longstanding tradition honoring the
excellence, dedication and heart of those who serve Al-
dine ISD students and families.

East Aldine
District’s Art Car,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

serve as a mobile symbol of
perseverance and commu-
nity spirit for P-TECH
Avalos and the East Aldi-
ne District.

community events while
reinforcing a message of
strength, pride, and for-
ward momentum.

The finished art car will



Page 6 NORTHEAST * NEWS TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2026
CHURCH PAGE

BIBLEWORDSEARCH - ~BEIRIKSISERRIN | Church Page Sponsors
. iy S5 If you would like to be a Church Page
k) »
by Elie’s Splrltual Treasures “Now aequaint yourself Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444
with Him, and be at peace;
Psalm 40:16¢-17 thereby good will
come to you.
« . » Receive, please, instruction
TheLO&IS g&at! Mas@me, [ ammand fmmHispmouth,andlayup el
needy; may the Lord think of me. You are my help His wordsinyour heart.” |t
and my deliverer; you are my God, do not delay. “5Job22:21-23 s
Detail of “Jugend” cover art for April ¥
NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION f 5‘; Otto Eckmanﬁ (Isﬂﬁ) /
© 2026 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.
& +
KN 1 ZUHTETL P R ByWisoncCasey First Baptist Church North Houston
— Where Jesus Has the Priority And Everyone is Welcome
1. Is the book of Obadiah (KJV) in the Old or New Testament or neither? . Y )
O D E L A Y | B U G 2. From Matthew 9, after Jesus healed a paralyzed man, what did the man SundaySerwce SChedP'e- B'?le Study-9.45 a.m.
pick up and carry home? Brother, Bed, Mother, Cart AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.
3. Which book begins, “And the Lord spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
Y R E R E V | L E D Sinai"? Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.
4. What is the largest number phrase specifically mentioned in the Bible? 7 : . o7
M O Z N T G N S N R x 70, Ten hundred, Hundred thousand, Thousands of ten thousands Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.
5. According to Acts 25, what title belonged to Agrippa? Priest, Apostle,
King, General 4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039 281-449-7201
A A U H R O E E O G 6. In Exodus 7, what river was turned into blood? Red, Galilee, Marah, Nile
*3u] “puks saimead bury 970z [2) e N\
YU I ETAEF I Y - hnbens
/W02°U03)ed" MMM J& 33is 13qLIISANS s A3se) UOS]I/N JISIA ;UB) BIAL} 3100pIeH
3N (9 “Buny
WNAZNUDAUIBSD ( ‘spuesnoup a3 Jo spuesnoy (y ‘slaquinN (€ ‘pag (Z ‘PIO (1 SUTMSNY
K TKDYVYURTGOSZC M A v @1 © 38 @ 1 x 4
¥ 3 ® 2 1L 1 44 O o H
S
R O O P T T C G E R i il /é’ \Q A 7 p /% g Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs
- & g Citizenship Classes, Free Citizenship Worksh
- — = pZ itizenship Classes, Free Citizenship Workshops,
F K T(O R O 1A V W e }’ 5 //!///‘/l’/’ /3///' " . Beyond Citizenship/Civic Engagement
© o 3 3 Q/y/’Hﬁ'l v v . )
' . . . ‘M NS (NP A N Oz O w Mariana Sanchez, Director
Find the bolded/underlined words in the diagram. , = Call: 281-799-9076
Th in all directi forward. backward < I il SUNESISNE S S W - UK SiL - bt Text: 832-906-4214
eyrunia dlreC 10115(; OfWillf , Dackward, up, o Nn g 1 X' 93 @ o marianas@baatexas.org
OWD and dlagonatly. 4 'd 17 3 H N Z 1 N > BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
WWW.SEARCHING-FOR-JESUS.COM si1amsuy Start you citizenship application @
WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA
© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc. HJ¥w3IS ayom 31919 \ J

THESERUGAL EROG

CALLE721131=2616)- 314144 TI0F RIEACIH110},,010)0F RIEADIER'S

FOR SALE - AUTO FOR SALE - AUTO FOR SALE - AUTO LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
St. Analyst - Application Development, Kinder Morgan, Inc., Houston, Texas (Hybrid)
FOR SALE Will develop & support custom Robotic Process Automation (RPA) software solutions
NEW/OLD STOCK CONVENTIONAL MOTOR OIL for appro?cimately 84 K miles of ngtural gas, gasolin-e, crude oil, & CO2 pipelines & over
150 terminals for storing & handling various chemicals & other products. Req: BS
$2.00 PER QUART degree (or equiv foreign degree) in Computer Science, Information Technology or
CALL 713-302-8531 closely rltd fld & 3 yrs exp as RPA Software Developer. Hybrid pos: 3 days/wk at
11-2t Houston, TX office & 2 days/wk at home office. For full job descr. & reqs. & apply at

https://www.kindermorgan.com/Careers/Job-Opportunities under “St. Analyst -
Application Development” Job ID # 32329

sesoune| CLASSIFIED WORD AD FORM ——
woi | NORTHEAST NEWS |, &

THURSDAY
PRIOR Call 713-266-3444 2WEEKS

Place one wprd per box

20.00

21.00 22.00 23.00 24.00 25.00

| GREAT VALUE + GREAT RESULTS

NO. OF WORDS IN AD: NO. OF WEEKS TO RUN:
$ AMOUNT PER WEEK TOTAL AMOUNT
DESIRED CLASSIFICATION HEADING:

PAYMENT INFORMATION

CHECK or VISA MASTERCARD AM EX

CREDIT CARD NO.: EXP.

NAME ON CARD: SEC. NO.

ADDRESS: CITY ZIP

TELEPHONE:

MAIL TO 5832 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057, or EMAIL:
nenewsroom@aol.com, or CALL 713-266-3444




TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2026

NORTHEAST 7 NEWS

Page 7

HOLLYWOOD — Seven studios bid
to produce Jane Fonda’s next film, and
Lionsgate won. The film is called “The
Correspondent,” and it’s about a retired
woman who processes her grief through
letters.

It was announced that Fonda would
give a tribute to Robert Redford dur-
ing the Oscars, but Barbra Streisand,
who only made “The Way We Were”
(1973) with Redford, outranked her.
This was disappointing since Fonda
made five films with Redford: “Tall Sto-
ry” (1960), “The Chase” (1966), “Bare-
foot in the Park” (1967), “The Electric
Horseman” (1979), and “Our Souls at
Night” (2017). The Academy bowed to
Streisand, and Fonda wasn’t happy!

skskesk

The Oscars In Memoriam omitted at
least four other film stars. Considered
one of the most beautiful woman in the
world, Brigitte Bardot became interna-
tionally famous for the 1956 film “And
God Created Woman.” She wed “Bar-
barella” director Roger Vadim in 1952,
and he later wed Jane Fonda in 1965.

Bardot made 47 films before retir-
ing at 41 in 1971. She died on Dec. 28,
2025, at 91. Despite her being an ani-
mal activist, it was her controversial
homophobic and Islamphobic remarks
that were supposedly the reason why
she was omitted from the In Memori-
am segment.

stk

Another omission (with no reason
given) was Bud Cort, who died on Feb.
11 at 77. He made 40 films, most nota-
bly “M.A.S.H.” (1970) and “Brewster
McCloud” (1970). He hit it big with
“Harold and Maude” (1971), which was
a sensation because he played a 22-
year-old boy who was in love with the
72-year-old Ruth Gordon. He surely
earned the recognition that he was sad-
ly denied.

etk

A third omission was Robert Carra-
dine, who died on Feb. 23 at 71. I met
Bobby when he was 17 and starred
alongside John Wayne in “The Cow-
boys” (1972). He was in at least 38
films, including “Mean Streets” (1973),

Bud Cort (1948-2026) for “Harold and Maude”(1971)

“Orca” (1977), “The Long Riders” (1980),
the “Revenge of the Nerds” franchise
(1984-1994), “Django Unchained”
(2012), and the completed upcoming
film “Sorority Shark Attack” before he
died.

skekesk

The fourth omission was June Lock-
hart from the Golden Age of Hollywood,
who died on Oct. 23, 2025, at 100 years
of age. She acted in 31 films, including
“A Christmas Carol” (1938); “All This,
and Heaven Too” (1940) with Bette
Davis; “Adam Had Four Sons” (1941)
with Ingrid Bergman; “Sergeant York”
(1941), for which Gary Cooper won his
Oscar; “Miss Annie Rooney” (1942);
“Meet Me in St. Louis” (1944) with Judy
Garland; “The White Cliffs of Dover”
(1944); “Son of Lassie” (1945); “She-wolf
of London” (1946); and “Lost in Space”
(1998).

She also starred in both “Lassie” and
“Lost in Space” when they became hit
TV series. I used to visit with June and
her actress daughter Anne Lockhart
(“Battlestar Gallactica”). Looks like
Lassie’s mom will be lost in space for
eternity!

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Cannons to roar again at San Jacinto day celebration,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

11 a.m. and again at 2
p.m., allowing visitors
multiple opportunities to
witness the pivotal mo-
ment when General San-
ta Anna was defeated.

Beyond the battlefield,
the event offers a deeper
look at the broader story
of the Texas Revolution
through a series of pre-
sentations known as The
Road to San Jacinto. Rep-
resentatives from major
historic sites across Tex-
as will share how months
of fighting, political de-
bate, and hardship culmi-
nated in the final battle at
San Jacinto. These talks
will be held throughout
the day, providing histor-
ical context and narrative
continuity for attendees.

A large portion of the
battleground will be
transformed into a living
history area, where visi-
tors can step back nearly
200 years and observe
daily life in revolutionary-
era Texas. Reenactors will
demonstrate cooking,
weapon maintenance, and
other routines of soldiers
and civilians, inviting the
public to ask questions
and interact. All activities
are family-friendly, with
special opportunities de-
signed just for children.

Hands-on experiences
are a major draw of the
celebration. Activities in-
clude cartridge box mak-
ing, haversack packing,
bullet casting, and a
weapons touch table fea-
turing replica arms used
by both the Texian and
Mexican armies. Visitors
can also explore battle-
field medicine, listen to
period music during “Bat-
tle Beats,” and participate
in crafts such as flag mak-
ing, badges, and buttons
that reflect the diverse
groups involved in the
Texas Revolution.

This year’s reenact-

Scenes from previous San Jacinto Day celebrations at the monument in LaPorte, Texas. Thousands of visitors will

descend on the park for the festivities.

Scenes from previous San Jacinto Day celebrations at the monument in LaPorte, Texas. Thousands of visitors will

descend on the park for the festivities.

Scenes from previous San Jacinto Day celebrations at the monument in LaPorte, Texas. Thousands of visitors will

descend on the park for the festivities.

ment carries a note of re-
membrance for the Texas
reenactment community.
Mark Edward Hegman,
who had been asked to
portray General Sam
Houston a couple of years
ago, passed away last
year. A longtime reenac-
tor and Texas Army colo-
nel, Hegman dedicated
two decades to sharing
Texas history with the
public alongside his fami-
ly, who often lived the re-
enactment life in period
tents during events.

Hegman will long be re-
membered for his love of
Texas history and willing-
ness to share it in word
and action.

In addition to historical
programming, the cele-
bration will feature a ven-
dor market and food
trucks operating through-
out the day, giving visi-
tors a chance to relax and
enjoy the festival atmo-
sphere between activities.
Living history demonstra-
tions will pause during re-
enactments to ensure
clear viewing and safety.

Organizers encourage
the public to drop in at
any point during the day
to experience the sights,
sounds, and stories of San
Jacinto, where history is
not only remembered but
vividly re-created for new
generations.

Scenes from previous San Jacinto Day celebrations at the monument in
LaPorte, Texas. Thousands of visitors will descend on the park for the

festivities.

Mark Hegman, who passed away last year, portrayed General Sam Houston
during one of the Battle of San Jacinto reenactments.
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