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Aldine ISD Literacy Bright Sport
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engagement are all part of why Ms. Johnston from
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Worsham Elementary was selected as a Bright Spot in
literacy. See story in page 1 and 8.
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3rd Annual Tour
de Aldine / Paseo
en Bicicleta

Date: Saturday, June 20
Registration: 4 p.m.
Ride Begins: 5 p.m.
Location: East Aldine
District Parking Lot,
2909 E. Aldine Amphithe-
atre Drive, East Aldine
Distance: ApPproxi-
mately 6.5 miles

The East Aldine
District will host its
third annual Tour de
Aldine community
bicycle ride to promote
healthy living and
community engagement
through the REACH
(Revitalizing East Aldine
Community Health)
initiative. The family-
friendly event is open to
participants ages 12
and older.

Participants are
encouraged to bring
their own bicycles and
wear helmets, which are
strongly recommended.
Free goodie bags will be
distributed at check-in
while supplies last.
Riders are also invited
to wear their favorite
soccer or futbol jersey
during the event.

Pre-registration is
available through the
East Aldine District
website at
aldinedistrict.org/
tour-de-aldine.

Presented by: East
Aldine District, East
Aldine Community
Engineers, the Harris
County Sheriff's Office,
Harris County Precinct
2, and Commissioner
Adrian Garcia’s office.

JUNE 22, MONDAY.
Budget Town Hall

Commissioner Adrian
Garcia invites you to
participate in an
upcoming 2027 Budget
Town Hall. This is an
opportunity to learn
more about the Harris
County budget process
and provide input on the
issues and priorities that
matter most to you and
your community.

Budget Town Hall
DetailsMonday, June 22,
20266:00 PMBaldree
Community Cen-
ter13828 Corpus Christi
St Houston, TX 77015

Your voice is an
important part of
shaping the future of
Harris County. We
encourage all residents
to attend, ask ques-
tions, and share their
perspectives as county
leaders work to estab-
lish budget priorities for
the coming year.

For additional
information and a list of
upcoming Budget Town
Hall meetings, please
scan the QR code. We
also encourage you to
share this invitation with
your neighbors, family,
and community net-
works.

We look forward to
seeing you there.

A

dine ISD Board of Trustees Approve

2026-27 Budget, Proposed Tax Rate

By Ashley Brown

The Aldine ISD Board of
Trustees approved the fi-
nal budget and set the pro-
posed tax rate for the
2026-27 school year during
its meeting on Tuesday,
June 9.

The General Operating
Budget totals 676.8 mil-
lion, a 2.4% decrease from
the 2025-26 school year.
The district expects to gen-
erate 634 million in reve-
nue, resulting in a budget
deficit of approximately
42.8 million.

The budget also in-
cludes $51 million in Child
Nutrition Services expen-
ditures and $108.5 million
in debt service expendi-
tures. The budget provides
funding for all district op-
erations, instructional pro-
grams and student
activities.

“Developing the 2026—

27 budget required a mas-
terclass in strategic preci-
sion. While we face a
challenging economic land-
scape marked by rising op-
erational costs and
declining enrollment, our
financial reality will nev-
er dictate the quality of
education we provide,”
said Chief Financial Offic-
er Timothy Momanyi. “By
leveraging a deliberate,
program-based budgeting

approach, we developed a
budget that absorbs these
external economic pres-
sures without compromis-
ing our core identity. Every
dollar in this budget is an
intentional investment in
our strategic priorities:
keeping our students first,
fostering instructional ex-
cellence, building aligned
systems, and supporting
our thriving teams.”
Trustees also proposed

a tax rate for the 2026-25
school year that will re-
main the same as the cur-
rent year’s rate of $1.034
per $100 of assessed prop-
erty value. The tax rate is
the sum of the mainte-
nance and operation fund
(0.7315 cents) and the in-
terest and sinking fund
(0.3025 cents).

The board will not be
able to officially adopt the
proposed tax rate until the
district receives the certi-
fied tax roll from the Har-
ris County Appraisal
District in late August.

Trustees also approved
the following items:

Approval of previous
meeting minute.

Approval of an interlo-
cal agreement for special-
ized services between the
Harris County Depart-
ment of Education (High-
point High School East)
and the Aldine ISD for the

Disciplinary Alternative
Education Program for the
2026-2027 school year.

Approval of an interlo-
cal agreement for educa-
tional services between
Harris County Depart-
ment of Education, Fortis
Academy (Recovery High
School) and Aldine ISD for
2026-2027 school year.

Approval of a memoran-
dum of understanding
with the Harris County
Juvenile Board for the Ju-
venile Justice Alternative
Education Program
(JJAEP) for 2026-2027
school year.

Approval of an amend-
ment to the Additional Day
School Year (ADSY) School
calendar at Ermel Elemen-
tary, Harris Elementary,
and Vines Primary for the
2026-2027 school year.

Continued. See NC STAR SPECIAL
COVER STORY:, Page 5

High School Students Showcase Skills at
“Battle The Ops” Public Safety Competition

NORTH HOUSTON-
The HCC Public Safety
Center of Excellence
(COE) recently welcomed
high school students pur-
suing careers as emergen-
cy medical technicians
(EMTs) and firefighters for
the annual C.A.S.E.Y.
“Battle of the Ops” event at
its Northeast Campus
training facility. The pro-
gram—designed to Culti-
vate, Advise, Strengthen
and Empower Youth—pro-
vides students with hands-
on opportunities to apply
skills and knowledge
gained in their high school
programs.

Suspect in Killing of Father
Halied as Hero was Denied

Students and staff stand beside the Houston FD Hazardus Materials Response Team Unit 2 during a training
Session at Houston City College (HCC) Northeast Campus Training Facility

Bond, Family Seeks Justice

By Gerardo Hernandez,

HOUSTON - The man
accused of gunning down a
father who was trying to
recover his son’s stolen
truck appeared in a prob-
able cause court and was
denied bond Monday Jun
6, as emotional family
members demanded jus-
tice. New details emerge
about his criminal past.

London Hogan Sr., 2026
charges include murder,
aggravated assault with a
deadly weapon, and aggra-
vated robbery with a dead-
ly weapon in the death of
56-year-old Louis Erebia.

During the Monday
hearing, a judge revealed

London Hogan Sr, 37

that Hogan is currently on deferred adju-
dication from a 2023 assault case. “Looks
like you are on a 5-year felony deferred

Continued. See SUSPECT IN KILLING OF FATHER, Page 5

\Worsham Teacher Ms. Johnston

By Sandra Perez Chaviano

Aldine ISD,

ALDINE - The bright yellow sticky notes
cover nearly the entire clipboard. Some are
written carefully in pencil. Others stretch
across the page in oversized letters—crowd-

ed thoughts and hurried excitement. A few
include hearts. One says simply:
“You are the best teacher EVER.”

And then there are the notes that reveal

something deeper:

Battle of the Ops” is a
collaborative effort among
the City of Houston Hu-
man Resources Depart-
ment, the Houston Fire
Department (HFD), Hous-
ton City College (HCC)
Public Safety Center of
Excellence and several
area school districts, in-
cluding Houston ISD, Aldi-
ne ISD and Alief ISD. A
total of 120 students from
five schools participated:
Chavez High School, West-
bury High School, Blanson
Career and Technical Ed-

Continued. See ALDINE ISD
STUDENTS JOIN, Page 5

The Teacher Behind
The Sticky Notes

“You make everyone feel
special and welcomed.”

“You help everyone in
this school.”

“I love how you care for
us kids and want us to un-
derstand our education.”

Together, they tell the
story of the kind of teacher
children remember long af-
ter they leave a classroom.

That is why Janae
Johnston of Worsham Ele-
mentary has been recog-
nized by Aldine ISD as a
Bright Spot in Literacy.

A Classroom Built on
Thinking

In Ms. Johnston’s class-
room, literacy is active and
collaborative.

Continued. See WORSHAM TEACHER
NAMED ALDINE LITERACY, Page 8
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Judge Lina Hidalgo Welcomes
Curacao to Harris County For
Historic World Cup Debut

HARRIS COUNTY, TX -
Judge Lina Hidalgo welcomed
the Curacao community to Har-
ris County as the first World
Cup match in Houston kicks off
with Curacao playing Germa-
ny today. Judge Hidalgo cele-
brated Curagao’s historic
Guinness World Record as the
smallest nation ever to qualify
for the World Cup, and she rec-
ognized Curacao’s status as a
growing economic hub during a
reception with international
business leaders on Friday.

“We're so proud to welcome
Curacao to Harris County and
be a part of World Cup history
together! The World Cup is a
huge opportunity for both our
communities. For Harris Coun-
ty, it’s our chance to show na-
tions large and small that we
are their gateway to the Unit-
ed States. There are so many
areas for Harris County and
Curacao to partner on, and I
look forward to continuing to
build our relationship. I can’t
wait to cheer on Curacao today
at the first World Cup match
in Harris County!” said Judge
Hidalgo.

During the Guinness World
Record Ceremony today, Judge
Hidalgo joined Curacao Prime

Judge Hidalgo presents a proclamation in honor of Curacao breaking the
world record as the smallest nation to qualify for the World Cup to Curacao

Prime Minister Gilmar Pisas.

Minister Gilmar Pisas and Dr.
Roderick Middelhof, Curagao’s
Minister for Economic Develop-
ment to recognize the historic
moment.

Earlier in the week, Judge
Hidalgo had the opportunity to
meet with the Curacao busi-
ness community and govern-
ment leaders. Additionally, she
met with dignitaries including
Netherlands Consul General
Lisette den Breems and Cura-
cao Minister of Economic De-
velopment Roderick Middelhof,
as well as business leaders from

major business organizations
including CINEX and the Cu-
racao Hospitality & Tourism
Association.

Curacao’s historic qualifica-
tion for the FIFA World Cup
has created a unique opportu-
nity to showcase not only the
island’s culture and national
pride, but also its growing role
as a strategic hub for interna-
tional business, logistics, ener-
gy transition, and regional
investment. (Source Harris
County Judge Lina Hidalgo)

Cristiano Ronaldo, Portugal
Bring World Cup
Excitement to Houston

By Gerardo Hernandez,

HOUSTON — Soccer fever is
set to reach new heights in the
Space City as Portugal takes on
the Democratic Republic of Con-
go in a FIFA World Cup Group
Kmatch at Houston Stadium on
June 17, bringing one of the
sport’s biggest superstars, Cris-
tiano Ronaldo, to Texas.

The highly anticipated
matchup is expected to draw
thousands of fans from across
the United States and around
the world, many eager for the
opportunity to see Ronaldo, one
of the most decorated players in
soccer history, compete on the
World Cup stage.

For Houston, the match rep-
resents more than just another
sporting event. It showcases the
city’s growing status as an in-
ternational soccer destination
and highlights its role as one of
the host cities for the 2026 FIFA

World Cup.

Ronaldo’s presence is expect-
ed to generate an economic
boost for the region, with hotels,
restaurants and local business-
es preparing for an influx of vis-
itors. Fans clad in Portugal’s
iconic red and green colors are
anticipated to fill downtown
streets and gathering spots be-
fore heading to the stadium.

The five-time Ballon d’Or
winner has captivated audienc-
es for more than two decades,
winning league titles in En-
gland, Spain and Italy while be-
coming one of the game’s
all-time leading scorers. For
many young fans, seeing Ronal-
do play in person is a once-in-a-
lifetime experience.

The Democratic Republic of
Congo, meanwhile, enters the
tournament eager to make its
mark against one of the world’s
traditional soccer powers. The
matchup offers Congo an oppor-

tunity to compete on one of the
sport’s biggest stages while in-
troducing its talented squad to
a global audience.

Local youth soccer organiza-
tions and community leaders
say the arrival of world-class
players such as Ronaldo can in-
spire the next generation of ath-
letes. The World Cup’s presence
in Houston is expected to leave
a lasting legacy by increasing
interest in soccer and encourag-
ing participation among young
players throughout the region.

As kickoff approaches, ex-
citement continues to build
across Houston. For one
evening, the city’s diverse com-
munities will unite around the
world’s game, with the chance
to witness Cristiano Ronaldo
and Portugal take center stage
in one of the marquee events of
the FIFA World Cup.

COMMUNITY

WATCH

Man Dies, Woman Arrested
During Attempt to Detain
Felony Suspects in Aldine Area

HOUSTON — A man
died and a woman was tak-
en into custody last Satur-
day after law enforcement
officers attempted to ar-
rest two felony suspects in
the Aldine area, according
to Harris County Sheriff
Ed Gonzalez.

The incident occurred
near West Road and Air-
line Drive, where a law en-
forcement task force was

attempting to serve arrest
warrants on the suspects.
Sheriff Gonzalez said
the female suspect was ar-
rested without incident.
The male suspect, who was
reportedly armed, died
from an apparent self-in-
flicted gunshot wound dur-
ing the encounter.
Authorities said no law
enforcement officers dis-

charged their weapons and
no officers were injured.

Detectives remained at
the scene Saturday inves-
tigating the circumstances
surrounding the incident.

The identities of the sus-
pects had not been re-
leased as of Saturday, and
authorities have not dis-
closed the charges the pair
were facing.

Screwworm
Detection Prompts
Disaster Declaration

By Gary Borders,

TEXAS - Gov. Greg Ab-
bott issued a statewide di-
saster declaration late last
week after the New World
screwworm was found in
two calves in South Tex-
as, according to The Dal-
las Morning News.

Two cases have been
identified in newborn
calves in Zavala County,
about 5.6 miles apart. The
U.S. Department of Agri-
culture said a strike team
was on site and that re-
strictions were in place to
prevent the movement of
cattle.

“We have, in the past,
prevented as well as erad-
icated this pest, and we
can do it again,” Abbott
said.

The New World screw-
worm is a parasitic fly
that lays eggs in open
wounds, nearly always in
cattle. In the past, sterile
male flies have proven ef-
fective in eradicating
screwworm infestations.
The federal government is
building a $750 million fa-
cility to produce sterilized
flies, but it won’t be com-
plete until November
2027.

In the meantime, the
government is purchasing
sterile flies from a facility
in Panama and using fed-
eral funds to revamp an-
other facility in Mexico.
However, total fly produc-
tion from those two plants
accounts for only 40% of
what is needed, The News
reported.

H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled

« UTILITIES &
APPLIANCES FURNISHED
ELIGIBILITY:
 Age 62 or older
* Disabled
* Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower
8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

State officials have
stressed that the New
World screwworm does
not pose a food or disease
risk to humans. A wide-
spread infestation could
further drive up beef pric-
es, already elevated by a
ban on importing Mexican
cattle and a drop in do-
mestic production.
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Aldine ISD Names 2026
School Counselors of the Year

By Leticia Fehling
Aldine ISD,

Every student has a story. Some begin with academic challenges. Others in-
volve navigating friendships, family circumstances, college plans, or personal set-
backs. In each case, school counselors help students write the next chapter with
confidence, support, and hope.

To recognize that commitment, Aldine ISD recently honored five outstanding
counselors, naming them the district’s 2026 School Counselors of the Year during
a recognition ceremony held May 22 at the Bamberg Professional Development
and Resource Center.

The honorees are:

Primary Counselor of the Year: Romonna Tillman, Kujawa EC/PreK/K School

Elementary Counselor of the Year: Chezzadi Keelen, Carter Academy

Middle School Counselor of the Year: Tameshia Adams, Jones Middle School

Ninth Grade Counselor of the Year: Bianca Honoré, Victory Early College High
School

High School Counselor of the Year: Lilliana Rodriguez, La Promesa

The five counselors were selected from Aldine ISD’s team of 155 for their dedica-
tion to student achievement, social-emotional well-being, and college and career
readiness.

“The 2026 Counselors of the Year are extraordinary professionals who consis-
tently place students at the heart of everything they do,” said D’Shanna Moss,
program director of secondary counseling. “They understand that every student
has a unique story, and they take the time to listen, encourage, and advocate for
those in their care.”

Moss said the honorees exemplify the best of the counseling profession by build-
ing meaningful relationships, supporting students through challenges, and creat-
ing environments where students feel valued and empowered.

“Whether helping students overcome barriers, navigate personal hardships, or
prepare for their futures, these counselors inspire hope and foster confidence,” Moss
said. “Their impact can be seen not only in student success but also in the positive
culture they help create on their campuses.”

Primary Counselor of the Year: Romonna Tillman

Tillman has dedicated 25 years to education, including 24 years in Aldine ISD.
During her career, she has served as a fourth-grade teacher and math skills spe-
cialist at Thompson Elementary before becoming a school counselor. She has worked
at Mendel Elementary, Smith Elementary, and now Kujawa EC/PreK/K School.

“The best part of serving as a school counselor has been collaborating with stu-
dents, families, teachers, and administrators to create a supportive environment
where every child has the opportunity to thrive,” Tillman said.

Elementary Counselor of the Year: Chezzadi Keelen

Keelen has spent all 17 years of her education career serving Aldine ISD. In
addition to her current role at Carter Academy, she has served as a first-, third-,
and fourth-grade teacher, math skills specialist, and summer camp administrator.
She has also supported students and staff at Sammons Elementary, Impact Lead-
ership Academy, and Spence Elementary.

“I want students to remember me as someone who genuinely cared about them,
believed in their potential, and made them feel seen, heard, and valued,” Keelen
said.

Middle School Counselor of the Year: Tameshia Adams

Adams has worked in education for 17 years, including 13 years in Aldine ISD.
She currently serves at Jones Middle School and previously helped open Mead
Middle School as a counselor. Her Aldine career began at Marcella Elementary,
where she was first given the opportunity to serve as a school counselor.

Before entering counseling, Adams taught high school physics and chemistry
and later taught sixth-grade reading in Aldine ISD.

One message she frequently shares with students is simple but powerful: “You
don’t have to believe everything you think.”

Ninth Grade Counselor of the Year: Bianca Honoré

Honoré has spent all 12 years of her education career in Aldine ISD. Before
joining Victory Early College High School, she worked at Reed Academy, Ham-
brick Middle School, Houston Academy, and Drew Academy.

Before becoming a counselor, Honoré served as a programming and coding teacher
from 2014 to 2020.

“We must be the change that we want to see in the world,” Honoré said.

High School Counselor of the Year: Lilliana Rodriguez

Rodriguez has worked in education for 15 years, including 13 years in Aldine
ISD. She has served students at Aldine High School and La Promesa.

Before becoming a counselor, Rodriguez was a highly effective career and tech-
nical education fashion design teacher.

“What we give doesn’t always return, but what we give is always what we are,”
Rodriguez said.

Together, these five counselors represent the compassion, dedication, and stu-
dent-centered leadership found across Aldine ISD. Their work reminds us that
behind every achievement, challenge, and milestone is a student with a unique
journey — and often a counselor guiding the way.

As Aldine ISD begins the 2025-2026 school year, these honorees exemplify the
heart of #AldineStory by helping students discover their strengths, overcome ob-
stacles, and write successful futures of their own.

Aldine ISD Class of 2026 Surpasses
$1.35 Billion in Financial Aid and
Scholarship Offers

By Leticia Fehling
Aldine ISD,

Preliminary data show
the district has met its col-
lege-going goals, with
scholarship and financial
aid offers expected to con-
tinue increasing over the
summer.

The Aldine ISD Class of
2026 is closing the school
year with more than $1.35
billion in financial aid and
scholarship offers, demon-
strating what is possible
when students, families,
campuses, and college-
readiness teams collabo-
rate.

According to prelimi-
nary district data shared
by Aldine ISD’s College
Readiness team, the Class
of 2026 had received
$1,354,163,186 in financial
aid and scholarship offers
as of May 22. This total,
which includes both uni-
versity-based and non-uni-
versity-based scholarship
offers, is expected to in-
crease as additional offer
letters are verified and pro-
cessed over the summer.

The milestone reflects
the district’s continued fo-
cus on postsecondary
readiness and on helping
students graduate with
choices — whether they
plan to attend a two-year
college or four-year univer-
sity, enter the workforce,
pursue military service, or
earn industry certifica-
tions.

This work is also aligned
with Accelerate, Aldine
ISD’s five-year strategic
plan, which includes col-
lege, career, and military
readiness (CCMR) initia-
tives designed to expand
access, opportunity, and
successful postsecondary
outcomes for all students.

“This is about more than
anumber,” said Dr. LaTon-
ya M. Goffney, Superinten-
dent of Schools. “It
represents doors opening
for Aldine ISD students
and the futures they are
building for themselves,
their families, and our com-
munity. That is the #Aldi-
neStory”

As of May 22, Aldine
ISD had met all of its dis-

trictwide college-going
benchmark goals for the
Class of 2026. Preliminary
data shows:

Michael Minter, Aldine
ISD Director of College
Readiness, said the schol-
arship total includes offers
connected to the district’s
college-going efforts, in-
cluding the EAB’s Appily
Match program, as well as
other university-based and
non-university-based
scholarship offers. He ex-
plained that, as campuses
verify additional offer let-
ters during the ongoing
process, the Class of 2026
will continue trending
within the typical annual
range of approximately $45
million to $50 million in
scholarships outside the
Match program.

The district’s work
around college access has
included helping students
complete college applica-
tions, submit FAFSA or
TASFA, identify best-fit
postsecondary options, and
access scholarship opportu-
nities.

For Aldine ISD leaders,
the results represent the
collective work of students,
families, high school coun-
selors, college readiness
staff, campus leaders, and
district teams who have
continued to raise expecta-
tions and expand access to
postsecondary opportuni-
ties.

“These numbers (on the
$1B+ milestone) show that
our students are not only
applying to college, they
are also receiving meaning-
ful opportunities from in-
stitutions across the
country,” Minter said.
“Scholarship and financial
aid offers are still being
verified, so we expect the
total to continue growing
over the summer. What is
most important is that stu-
dents and families under-
stand their options,
compare award letters
carefully, and make the de-
cision that best supports
each student’s goals.”

The Class of 2026 re-
sults also reflect Aldine
ISD’s broader commitment
to preparing students for
life after graduation. In ad-

dition to college admissions
and scholarship offers, stu-
dents earned thousands of
certifications connected to
career and technical educa-
tion pathways.

Those pathways are not
mutually exclusive. Many
students earn industry cer-
tifications while also apply-
ing to college, receiving
scholarship or financial aid
offers, and planning for a
two-year or four-year de-
gree. Together, those op-
portunities give students
more choices as they pre-
pare for life after high
school.

Dr. Autumn Boyd, Aldi-
ne ISD senior executive di-
rector of postsecondary
outcomes, noted that the
district is tracking 4,395
certifications earned by
students, including 3,837
certifications recognized by
the Texas Education Agen-
cy.

“Postsecondary readi-
ness is not one-size-fits-
all,” Boyd said. “For some
students, it is a college ac-
ceptance and a scholarship
offer. For others, it is an
industry certification, a ca-
reer pathway, or a creden-
tial that helps them move
directly into the workforce.
Our goal is for every stu-
dent to graduate with a
plan, a purpose, and the
preparation to take their
next step.”

These early numbers
show that Aldine ISD stu-
dents are earning certifica-
tions and receiving
opportunities to help shape
their futures.

For the Class of 2026
and future graduates, the
district’s efforts are focused
on ensuring students grad-
uate with confidence, op-
tions, and a clear plan for
their next steps.

“Every acceptance let-
ter, scholarship offer, cer-
tification, and completed
financial aid application
represents a student tak-
ing ownership of their fu-
ture,” Goffney said. “Our
work in Aldine ISD is to
ensure students graduate
with choices and opportu-
nities, and are empowered
to pursue what comes
next.”
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How to Kill the Supreme
Court in One Easy Step

n 2016, the conservative writer Mike An

ton made a galvanizing case for Donald

Trump in his famous “Flight 93” essay, ar-
guing that the stakes in the contest between Donald
Trump and Hillary Clinton were existential.

His contention that a Clinton win would cement
Democratic electoral dominance forever, such that
Republicans needed to charge the cockpit or die,
was implausible at the time and seems more so in
retrospect.

If Hillary had won in 2016, in all likelihood, she
would have been gone in 2020, washed away by
the pandemic just like Trump was.

This time, though, really might be different.
Democrats are now seriously contemplating mea-
sures that wouldn’t have occurred to Hillary Clin-
ton circa 2016. Endorsing some version of
court-packing, or “court reform,” as Democrats in-
sist on calling it, is becoming orthodoxy among
mainstream Democrats.

Several weeks ago, James Carville said that
Democrats should pack the Court and add the Dis-
trict of Columbia and Puerto Rico as states in 2028
if they get unified control of Washington.

The immediate past Democratic presidential
nominee, who has some chance of winning the 2028
Democratic nomination, Kamala Harris, associat-
ed herself with the same ideas. She added abolish-
ing the Electoral College to the list.

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, who
easily could be the Speaker of the House next year,
has said: “In the new Congress, we're going to have
to do something about this Supreme Court, and let
me be very clear: Everything is on the table.”

The top Democrat on the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, Jamie Raskin, has fashioned a reason why
the Supreme Court needs to be expanded by four
justices (supposedly, the number of justices should
match the number of federal circuits at 13).

If all these ideas were to become consensus Dem-
ocratic agenda items in 2028, they would consti-
tute one of the most radical political platforms of a
major political party in American history.

Court-packing alone would be a seismic, system-
changing event, as would abolishing the Electoral
College, which has been foundational to our presi-
dential elections from the beginning.

The common theme of all of this would be guar-
anteeing outcomes — four new progressive justic-
es, four new Democratic senators — in blatant
power grabs undermining the legitimacy of the in-
stitutions in question.

What would a world look like where a substan-
tial portion of the country thinks the Supreme
Court is a sham, and not because the court is issu-
ing unwelcome opinions, but because the court has
been arbitrarily changed to produce a predeter-
mined ideological result through a grotesque end-
run around the rules?

Democrats will say Republicans have already
done this, even though the GOP operated within
standard procedures to forge the current conser-
vative majority. Did Republicans play hardball?
Sure. But their influence on the composition of the
court depended on winning presidential and sen-
ate elections, and taking advantage of fortuitous
timing to confirm justices the way they’ve always
been confirmed.

Manufacturing new seats out of nothing, or forc-
ing the retirements of conservative justices by fiat,
would be a blatant rigging of the court. If a portion
of the country thinks that it no longer needs to abide
by the Court’s decisions, that obviously creates the
predicate for serious civil strife. The same is true
if Congress is no longer seen as legitimate after it
is packed with newly minted Democratic senators.

Democrats feel justified in embracing any means
to match and exceed Trump’s comprehensive ag-
gressiveness. Trump’s provocations — the lawfare,
the executive overreach, the wars without congres-
sional authorization, the gerrymandering — all
have ample precedent among prior Democratic
presidents. Democrats, of course, don’t see it that
way, and they fear and loathe Donald Trump more
than they have any other Republican president.

In reaction, should they sweep in 2028, they may
try to push the American constitutional order past
an event horizon from which it will never return.
In other words, 12 years after the GOP was told to
charge the cockpit or die, the stakes for our system
really could be existential.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Gary Borders

First Case 1n 2026 of West Nile Virus Reported

The year’s first case of
West Nile virus has been re-
ported in a Harris County
resident, the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health
Services reported. The virus
is transmitted through the
bite of infected mosquitoes,
though 80% of people infect-
ed with West Nile never ex-
perience symptoms.

“West Nile and other mos-
quito-borne illnesses are a
fact of life in Texas in the
warmer months, and all Tex-
ans should take precautions
against mosquito bites to stay
safe and healthy,” said DSHS
Commissioner Jennifer A.
Shuford. She advised remov-
ing standing water from
homes and yards, such as in
buckets, old tires and other
items.

The symptoms experi-
enced by the unlucky 20% in-
clude fever, headache,
nausea, muscle and joint
aches, and fatigue. Though
rare, West Nile virus can be
fatal.

In the past five years,
there have been 976 cases of
West Nile in Texas, according
to DSHS, with 106 deaths
during that period.

STATE'S WIND PROJECTS
AT A STANDSTILL

Dozens of Texas wind
projects have been halted be-
cause the Department of De-
fense has not approved the
federal permits required for
them to move forward,
the Austin American-States-
man reported.

Data from the American
Clean Power Association in-
dicate that the state has 54
wind projects stalled as part
of a nationwide delay affect-
ing 165 onshore wind
projects.

President Donald Trump
has long opposed wind pow-
er. Energy experts such
as Environment
Texas Executive
Director Luke Metzger say
the administration is using
the regulations, such as en-
suring a wind project would
not affect military airspace,
as an attack on renewable
power.

“It’s hard to see this as
anything other than an effort
to slow or stop wind power
regardless of the consequenc-
es for consumers, the envi-
ronment and grid reliability,”
Metzger said.

In a statement, a defense
department official said DOD
is still evaluating the
projects.

The department’s evalua-
tion of wind turbines “is in-
herently complex and
time-consuming because it

involves balancing two criti-
cal, and sometimes compet-
ing, interests: developing
energy sources while ensur-
ing military operations and
readiness are not degraded or
impaired to the extent an un-
acceptable risk to national
security is created,” the offi-
cial said.

R&D PLAYS VITAL ROLE IN
STATE'S ECONOMY

Texas is one of the top five
states contributing to re-
search and development, ac-
cording to a recent report
from the state
comptroller’s office.

The federal Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis estimates
R&D’s contribution to gross
domestic product, “after ac-
counting for the resources
used to produce goods and
services, employment and
compensation from 2012 to
2023.”

The R&D value added by
Texas businesses reached
$29.2 billion in 2023, a 131%
increase from 2012. Further,
R&D in the state supplied
nearly 195,000 jobs and $30.1
billion in wages, salaries and
benefits in 2023.

Texas has 15 Tier 1 colleg-
es and universities, the most
in any state. In 2024, more
than 11,800 patents were is-
sued in Texas, the second
highest in the country, after
California.

“When investments are
made in research, the returns
multiply — strengthening
our competitiveness, secur-
ing our future and improving
the lives of all Texans,” said
Fernanda Leite, interim vice
president for research at UT-
Austin.

FRANKLIN MOUNTAINS
STATE PARK GROWS BY
1,000 ACRES

Franklin Mountains State
Park, 15 minutes from El
Paso, is now 1,054 acres larg-
er to the east as the result of
a new land acquisition,
the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department reported.

“I am excited about this
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acquisition,” said Superin-
tendent Cesar Mendez,
“which extends the buffer
zone all the way to Martin
Luther King Boulevard, add-
ing some lower elevation and
flatter land to Franklin
Mountains State Park and
securing access points (trail-
heads).”

With 28,000 acres — or 43
square miles -— the park is
one of the largest urban wil-
derness parks in the world.
It has more than 120 miles of
trail and is a popular site
with birders.

The acquisition helps safe-
guard the main mountain
area of desert bighorn sheep
habitat.

FEDERAL AID FOR
PANHANDLE WILDFIRE
VICTIMS

The Federal Emergency
Management Agency has ap-
proved a request for grant
funds to assist victims of the
Hunggate Fire in Randall
County, which has merged
with the Chocolate Chip Fire,
burning an estimated 14,000
acres and threatening more
than 1,245 homes. Aid has
also been granted for the
Sinky Fire in Potter County,
which has burned more than
2,500 acres and prompted
evacuation of more than 500
acres.

“Texas has
secured federal resources
to further guard
against wildfire threats in
the Panhandle,” said Gov.
Greg Abbott. “With this grant
a pproval,
Texas has additional tools to
help Texans remain safe
from wildfire danger.”

The approval of a Fire
Management Assistance
Grant makes the state eligi-
ble for 75% reimbursement
from the federal government
for eligible costs associated
with wildfire suppression.
These grants are available to
states, counties and cities to
support the mitigation, man-
agement, and control of fires
that threaten to become ma-
jor disasters.

BROKER IMPOSTER SCAMS
BEING REPORTED

Several attempted broker-
imposter scams over the past
few months have prompted
the Texas Department of
Banking to warn that such
ruses could pose a significant
threat to financial institu-
tions and consumers.

According to a TDB news
release, “consumers are tar-
geted after conducting
searches for high-rate invest-
ment opportunities. Individ-
uals contacted by the
fraudsters are often not exist-
ing bank customers and are
located across the United
States.”

Some red flags to look for
are cold calls, an incorrect or
bogus email address, low-
risk/high-reward offers, and
unusual funding procedures.

Anyone who is targeted by
a broker imposter is encour-
aged to contact the Financial
Industry Regulatory Author-
ity at finra.org.

Gary Borders is a veteran
award-winning Texas jour-
nalist. He published a num-
ber of community
newspapers in Texas during
a 30-year span, including in
Longview, Fort Stockton,
Nacogdoches, Lufkin and Ce-
dar Park.
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THE
POSTSCRIPT

By
Carrie Classon

The Bells

“What’s up with the bells?”
I asked someone who looked as
if he might know something.

I live near a cathedral. I
can’t hear the cathedral bells
from our apartment, but I
walk past the church coming
and going on my walk every
day and, when I got back from
Mexico this spring, I discov-
ered that one of the bells had
stopped ringing.

I am sure you have heard
bells like these. Sometimes the
bells are now recorded, but
these are the real thing. There
is a short melody at a quarter
past the hour and a longer one
that plays at half past. At a
quarter to the hour, almost the
complete melody plays, but it
stops early on a different note.
Then, on the hour, the full mel-
ody plays. It is very satisfying.

To prevent the nearest
neighbors from waking every
quarter hour, the bells do not
ring at night. But they ring all
day long, and now one of the
bells is missing. I can’t imag-
ine how the folks in the imme-
diate neighborhood can stand
it.

“What’s up with the bells?”
I asked some people who
looked as if they had just come
out of church on Sunday. They
looked at me as if I was not
speaking a language they
knew. “There’s one that’s not
ringing. How long has that
been going on?”

No idea. I asked several
people, and I started to feel
sorry for whichever priest had
been preaching that day. If
these people hadn’t even no-
ticed the missing bell, I found
it hard to believe they had ab-
sorbed a word of his sermon.

On a weekday, I was pass-
ing by the rectory. I didn’t
know what a rectory was until
I googled it and learned this
was where the priests lived. A
man in his thirties came out
the door. He was not wearing
a clerical collar, but I figured
if he lived in the rectory, he
would have to know what was
going on. So I pounced.

“What’s up with the bells?”

The man looked genuinely
afraid of me, and I started to
wonder what it was about me
that was so alarming. But that
did not mean I was giving up
my quest.

“The bells,” I continued.
“There’s one missing. It isn’t
ringing. This has been going on
for weeks. I wondered if it was
going to be fixed.”

The man had not stopped
walking the whole while I
talked.

“Um ... yes. I think there
are some people fixing it,” he
said, scurrying away. “They
came from France.”

Then he darted off into the
parking lot as if he couldn’t get
away from me fast enough. I
was genuinely puzzled. And I
wondered if, living under the
bells as they did, they no long-
er heard them. And, if so, this
did not seem like a good thing.

Because those bells are
beautiful. I hear them every
day, and I think of what a won-
derful thing that must have
been on Easter Sunday, 1915,
when the cathedral was offi-
cially opened and the bells
rang. I think of how proud and
excited everyone must have
been, and how helpful it must
have been, before everyone
had a phone or even a time-
piece, to always know where
they were in their day in such
a musical way.

I'm going to take a few days
off from my inquiry. There’s a
chance I might be getting a
reputation. But I love the bells,
and I am not giving up. Those
folks from France sound like
they could use a little encour-
agement.

Till next time,

Carrie
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Aldine ISD students join
“Battle of the Ops”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ucation High School, East
Early College High School
and Elsik Ninth Grade
School.

Each participating
school offers fire and EMT
training programs, and
students gathered for a full
day of competition and ex-
periential learning. The
event also features a men-
torship component, includ-
ing scholarship
opportunities for contin-

ued training in HCC’s fire
or EMT programs.

During the competition,
students worked through
realistic, career-focused
challenges that simulated
emergency response sce-
narios. Their performanc-
es were evaluated by
experienced professionals
from the Houston Fire De-
partment and HCC public
safety faculty, providing

valuable feedback and in-
sight into industry expec-
tations.

The “Battle of the Ops”
highlights a shared com-
mitment to developing fu-
ture public safety
professionals through
structured pathways, com-
munity partnerships and
career-focused training op-
portunities for aspiring
firefighters and EMTs.

Trustees approve budget,
keep tax rate flat

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Approval of a memoran-
dum of understanding be-
tween Lonestar College
and Aldine ISD for the avi-
ation PTECH at Davis
High School for the path-
way-specific and core con-
tent for the school year
2026-2028 school years.

Approval of the interlo-
cal agreement for the Uni-
versity of Texas OnRamps
and Aldine ISD for the
2026-27 school year.

Approval of administra-
tor contracts and outside
services with vendors.

Approval of a memoran-
dum of understanding be-
tween the University of
Houston College of Educa-
tion’s High-Quality Educa-
tion Preparation
partnership and Aldine
ISD.

Approval of single con-
tracts and purchases of
$100,000 and greater.

Approval of a Board res-
olution of release of fund
balance for the property
self-insurance program.

Approval of the general
fund, debt service fund,
and child nutrition fund fi-
nal budget amendment
2025-26.

The next board meeting
will be held at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, July 21, in the board-
room at the Donaldson
Administration Building.

Suspect in killing of father
hailed as hero faces judge
as family seeks justice

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Erebia’s family is demanding justice in a emotional moment at the crime stoppers of Houston

More than one hundred community members showed up at a noon press conference at Crime Stoppers of Houston,

3001 Main St.

for assault impeding
breath,” the judge told
Hogan, noting the deferred
sentence began March 27,
2024. Hogan requested a
court-appointed attorney.
But London Hoga, was de-
nied bond by the judge.

The deadly chain of
events

The Harris County
Sheriff’s Office says the or-
deal began last June 6 in
the 11800 block of Tidwell
Road. Erebia’s son was
pumping gas into his
Chevy Silverado when
Hogan allegedly ap-
proached, questioned him
about the truck, then
pulled a gun and stole it.

The victim’s son called

family. Investigators say
Erebia and a friend used
GPS tracking to locate the
truck near I-610 North and
Airline Drive. A collision
between the stolen Silvera-
do and the vehicles driven
by Erebia and his friend
disabled the truck.

After the crash, a male
and female suspect fled to-
ward a nearby Chevron.
Erebia chased them. Pros-
ecutors say Hogan turned
and fired several shots,
striking both Erebia and
his friend. Erebia died at
the hospital. The friend
survived.

‘A hero down to his very
last breath’

On social media, family

members have called Ere-
bia a hero. “Louis died do-
ing exactly what he did
every day of his life—pro-
tecting others,” wrote Am-
ber Burrough. “He was a
hero down to his very last
breath. A pillar of our com-
munity.”

Lengthy criminal histo-
ry

Court records show
Hogan’s Harris County
history spans decades, in-
cluding prior felonies for
burglary, auto theft, and
drug possession. Other
charges that have been dis-
missed include felon in
possession of a weapon and
child endangerment.
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Glen Powell star in “How to Make a Killing.”

“How to Make a Killing”

“How to Make a
Killing” (R) — Glen
Powell (“The Running
Man”) leads this black-
comedy thriller that also
stars Margaret Qualley
(“The Substance”), To-
pher Grace (“Flight
Risk”), and Ed Harris
(“Love Lies Bleeding”).
It follows Becket Redfel-
low (Powell), who was
born to an affluent fam-
ily but was shunned due
to his mother being a
teenager when she had
him. Stuck on the idea
that he still deserves the
life that his family has,
Becket learns that he’s
still in line for the fami-
ly fortune due to a loop-
hole. So, he nefariously
decides to murder the
remaining living Redfel-
lows so that he can
claim the $28 billion
jackpot. The film barely
made up its budget in

theaters and didn’t gen-
erate much buzz from
audiences, which could
be because it leans into
“American Psycho” ter-
ritory without the actu-
al allure of the film.
Premieres June 19.
(HBO Max)
“Voicemails for Isa-
belle” (PG-13) — Net-
flix refuses to slow down
on its genre of rom-
coms. How are we sup-
posed to keep up with
the films that they keep
cranking out when they
all have the same post-
er, vibe, and type of ac-
tors? No offense to Zoey
Deutch (“Anniversary”)
and Nick Robinson
(“Love, Simon”), but
what do they give that
Jennifer Lopez and
Brett Goldstein didn’t in
“Office Romance” or Ro-
samund Pike and Sacha
Baron Cohen in “Ladies

First”? (Both were just
released on the platform
earlier this year.)
Deutch plays Jill, who
recently lost her sister,
Isabelle, and continues
to send voicemails to her
phone as a form of com-
fort. Little does she
know that Wes (Robin-
son), a real estate agent
from across the country,
was assigned Isabelle’s
old number, and he’s
been listening to every
confession Jill’s been
making. Premieres June
19. (Netflix)

In Case You Missed It

“Love Island USA:
Season 8” (TV-MA) —
It’s almost unbelievable
to think that it’s already
been a year since the hot
mess that was season 7
of “Love Island USA.”
This time around, we've
got a new batch of
(somewhat) normal con-
testants, as opposed to
the influencer-heavy
group we had last year.
For example, Beatriz
Hatz from San Diego,
California, is a Paralym-
pic athlete looking to
find a man who match-
es her spiciness. Of
course, there are a
handful of models, and
digital creator Zach
Georgiou is the brother
of Charlie from last sea-
son. (Hopefully, he has
better luck!) But overall,
“Love Island USA” is
back to its usual fashion
of stirring up crazy
amounts of drama with
regular folks like the
ones who are watching
at home. Almost a doz-
en episodes are out now
to watch, but you’ll have
to catch up quickly so
that you don’t miss out
on the finale! (Peacock)

(c) 2026 King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc.

HOLLYWOOD — “Paddington in Peru”
grossed $211 million in 2024 (while all
three “Paddington” films have grossed
about $700 million combined). “Padding-
ton 4” is now in preproduction. Hugh Bon-
neville, Emily Mortimer, Julie Walters
and Jim Broadbent are expected to return,
as is Ben Whishaw as the voice of Pad-
dington.

seskesk

Robert Pattinson has to be one of the
busiest actors in films today. As he awaits
the release of “The Odyssey” on July 17,
he’s also waiting for “Dune: Part Three”
to hit screens on Dec.18. He'll follow these
up with Netflix’s “Here Comes the Flood,”
co-starring Denzel Washington and Dai-
sy Edgar-Jones.

As if this wasn’t enough, he’s currently
in preproduction for “The Batman: Part
I1.” Jeffrey Wright, Andy Serkis, Colin
Farrell, Barry Keoghan and Charles
Dance are returning, while Sebastian
Stan, Scarlett Johansson, and Brian Ty-
ree Henry are joining the cast. It started
shooting this month for an October 2027
opening.

seskesk

Julia Roberts will produce and star in
“Home Economics,” which is based on the
forthcoming novel by Katy Hays. But be-
fore this, we'll see her thriller “Panic Care-
fully” with Eddie Redmayne and Brian
Tyree Henry in February 2027. Redmayne
can still be seen in Peacock’s series “The
Day of the Jackal.”

seskesk

Also due in February 2027 is “Narnia:
The Magician’s Nephew,” starring Meryl
Streep, Carey Mulligan and Daniel Craig.
It wrapped filming this past January and
is due to drop on Netflix after its theatri-
cal run on April 2, 2027.

sfeskesk

In 1958, “The Horror of Dracula,” star-
ring Christopher Lee, ran into problems
with sensors because of sexually explicit
scenes that they had to cut out. Sixty-eight
years later, Warner Bros. has restored the
film in an uncut 4K version, which they’ll
release around Halloween this year.

They went back to the long-forgotten
Warner Bros. film vaults and uncovered
the original too-hot-for-their-time scenes
and also how Dracula dies in the end. In

Ben Whishaw (The voice of Paddington Bear|

1958, it cost $278,000 and grossed $3.5
million. (Big money then!)

Pedro Pascal scored big with “The
Mandalorian and Grogu,” which grossed
$167.1 million during its first week. He’s
completed his role in “Avengers: Dooms-
day” as Reed Richard/Mister Fantastic,
and it’ll open on Dec. 18. He also com-
pleted “Behemoth!” with Will Arnett,
Olivia Wilde and Matthew Lillard. We
can only assume that it’s about yet an-
other prehistoric creature on the loose.

Pascal’s currently shooting the roman-
tic drama “De Noche,” opposite love in-
terest Danny Ramirez, who was the
Falcon in Marvel’s “Captain America:
“Brave New World” (2025) and the Dis-
ney+ series “The Falcon and the Winter
Soldier” (2021). In addition, he starred
in “Top Gun: Maverick” and the HBO
series “The Last of Us,” which also
starred Pascal.

Pascal is 51, while Ramirez is 33, and
Ramirez looks like he could be Pascal’s
son. And you thought Pascal exploring
space was the only daring thing that he
did!

(¢) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Worsham teacher named Aldine literacy bright spot,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Students discuss ideas,
question texts, defend opin-
ions and build on each oth-
er’s thinking in real time.
Conversations move across
the room with energy and
purpose. Students are ex-
pected not only to read, but
to think deeply about what
they are reading and why it
matters.

Assistant Principal
Kantriece Carter said that
this atmosphere is one of the
defining characteristics of
Ms. Johnston’s classroom.

“She creates an environ-
ment where students are
not just learning literacy
skills, but learning how to
think critically and commu-
nicate their ideas with con-
fidence,” Carter said.

That confidence is inten-
tional. Students are consis-
tently encouraged to go
beyond surface-level an-
swers, research informa-
tion, make real-world
connections and engage in
meaningful discussions that
strengthen both comprehen-
sion and critical thinking.

The Small Victories
That Become Big Break-
throughs

For many students, con-
fidence in literacy does not
appear all at once.

It grows through mo-
ments that may seem small
from the outside: raising a
hand, reading aloud or ex-
plaining an idea clearly for
the first time.

Principal Pablo Siboldi
remembers watching one of
those moments unfold dur-
ing small-group instruction.

A student was struggling
through a difficult text,
working carefully to decode
unfamiliar words and make
sense of the passage. Ms.
Johnston stayed beside the
student, encouraging them
through the process until
understanding finally
clicked.

“When the student final-
ly gets it, Ms. Johnston’s
face lights up with a celebra-
tion so genuine that the stu-
dent beams with pride,”
Siboldi said. “She celebrates

the small victories because
she knows they lead to big
breakthroughs.”

That approach shapes
the culture of her classroom.

Mistakes are not treated
with embarrassment. Stu-
dents are encouraged to try,
revise, question, and grow
without fear of failure. Si-
boldi said Ms. Johnston has
created what he describes as
a “low-risk, high-reward
learning environment”
where students feel safe
participating and challeng-
ing themselves academical-
ly.

High Expectations
With Meaningful Sup-
port

One of the things that
makes Ms. Johnston’s in-
struction stand out is the
balance she maintains be-
tween rigor and support.

Her lessons are highly
differentiated, ensuring stu-
dents who need additional
support receive targeted in-
struction while advanced
learners continue to be chal-
lenged. Carter noted that
this is especially important
in Gifted and Talented
classrooms, where academ-
ic growth can sometimes be
more difficult to measure
because many students al-
ready perform at high lev-
els.

Ms. Johnston approaches
that challenge intentionally.

Students track individu-
alized growth goals based on
their own data and monitor
progress throughout the
year. Some focus on
strengthening how they ex-
plain central ideas, while

others work on providing
stronger evidence to support
their thinking.

The process gives stu-
dents ownership over their
learning.

“As a result, students
grow not only academically,
but also in confidence and
independence as learners,”
Carter said.

That growth becomes vis-
ible not only in academic
performance, but in the way
students begin to see them-
selves.

“Students who once shied
away from speaking up find
their voices,” Siboldi said.
“They develop a genuine
sense of agency and a new-
found identity as capable,
confident readers.”

Making Literacy Feel
Real

In Ms. Johnston’s class-
room, reading and writing
are constantly connected to

life outside school.

Students discuss how lit-
eracy applies to everyday
experiences, from movies
and travel to friendships,
conversations and decision-
making. Lessons encourage
students to think about how
communication shapes the
world around them and how
their own voices matter
within it.

“She consistently helps
students think about how
their learning applies out-
side of the classroom,” Cart-
er said.

Those connections make
learning feel relevant and
meaningful for students,
helping them engage more
deeply with the work.

At the same time, Ms.
Johnston brings warmth
and joy into the classroom in
ways students clearly re-
member.

Several sticky notes de-
scribe a classroom where
students feel happy, encour-
aged and supported. One
student thanked her for
“making this school seem
fun.” Another wrote, “You
are sweet, nice, helpful and
the best #1 teacher.”

A Teacher Whose Impact
Extends Beyond the Class-
room

Colleagues describe Ms.
Johnston as collaborative,
solution-oriented and deep-
ly committed to both stu-
dents and fellow teachers.

Carter said she regular-
ly works with her team to
strengthen instruction
across campus by sharing
ideas, facilitating discus-
sions and helping teachers
think creatively about stu-
dent engagement. Her class-
room has become a model for
what high-expectations lit-

eracy instruction can look
like at Worsham Elementa-
ry.
Fellow teacher Ms.
Woods described her as
someone who still believes
every student matters and
who nurtures “hope, creativ-
ity, belief and authenticity”
in the children she teaches
each day.

That influence extends
far beyond a single class-
room and helps shape the
culture of the campus itself.

The Story the Sticky
Notes Tell

Academic growth, in-
structional rigor and class-
room engagement are all
part of why Ms. Johnston
was selected as a Bright
Spot in Literacy.

But the sticky notes
spread across that clipboard
tell another part of the sto-
ry.

They were not written for
an assignment or a grade.
Students wrote them be-
cause they wanted her to
know how much she mat-
tered to them.

Some thank her for mak-
ing school feel fun. Others
thank her for helping them
when they struggled.

A few are harder to for-
get.

“You helped us and loved
us, even though we make
mistakes.”

The handwriting is un-
even. Some words are mis-
spelled. A few sentences run
off the edge of the paper.

But together, the notes
capture something difficult
to measure through data
alone: what it feels like to
learn in a classroom where
students feel supported, en-
couraged and valued.

Long after the sticky
notes lose their adhesive
and the school year fades
into memory, the message
behind them will remain.

You helped us.

You believed in us.

You never gave up on us.

And for many students,
that becomes part of how
they learn to believe in
themselves.
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