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Mayor John Whitmire Kicks Off Re-election
Campaign Race for Houston’s 63rd Mayor

Continued. See NC STAR SPECIAL COVER STORY:, Page 8

By Allan Jamail

Houston, TX. ~ May, 28, 2026 at
Houston’s Post Oak Hotel Mayor John
Whitmire’s Houston’s 63rd Mayor held
his re-election fund raising kickoff
event. The crowd of enthusiastic sup-
porters gave numerous cheers and ap-
plause to the mayor’s presentation to
some of his accomplishments in his first
term’s election in December of 2023.

To begin the evening event Whitmire
was introduced by council members,
Joaquin Martinez,

Sallie Alcorn and Mayor Pro-tem
Martha Castex-Tatum. They each
praised him for his sincere dedication
of service to the citizens and his will-
ingness to work across the aisle in
Houston’s non-partisan government.
They said he was willing to meet them
halfway to support their goals and his
too in order to get things done to im-
prove city services.

Upon taking the stage and podium
the 76 year old Whitmire; Houston’s
oldest mayor just stood in silence and

Houston Mayor John Whitmire with North Channel Star Photojournalist Allan Jamail. The two
exchanged pleasantries, Mayor Whitmire thanked his longtime friend Jamail for covering his
event. (Photo by Houston Mayor John Whitmire staffer)

gazed out at the large crowd… he said he just wanted
to take a moment before speaking to see those in at-
tendance. He stated such a large attendance of well
wishers makes him feel that all his long hours of work
at city hall and late night hours and weekend time
he’s put in has been worth it.

Whitmire emphasized his record of goals accom-
plished wasn’t just his record of service but that of
the team of council members, administrative officials
and Houston’s personnel. He said the way our team
succeeds is, “we don’t politicize the problems and or
issues.”

A loud uproar of approval was given when Whit-
mire announced the completion of this year’s budget
without tax increases and concluding in saying, Hous-
ton’s on a roll, I’m fired up and looking forward to
completing my eight years as your mayor.”

The mayor said public safety was still his top pri-
ority as it was when his campaigned in 2023. He said
in his first term there’s been a rise in public safety
personnel hiring. He said over 800 police and over
600 fire department cadets have been trained. When
he took office there were over a 1,000 broken water
main lines and now it less than 100.

Whitmire stated he’s working to improve trash

Federal Jury Awards Former
Pct.3 Deputy $1.65 Million

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

A federal jury awarded former Harris
County Precinct 3 Constable’s Office dep-
uty Bert Whittington III $1.65 million in
his harassment lawsuit against Harris
County, according to court records and an
interview with Whittington.

The verdict, returned last month, fol-
lowed a trial in which jurors found that
Whittington, who is Black, was harassed
because of his race by supervisors, accord-
ing to court documents. The decision came
nearly five years after Whittington sued
the county and the Precinct 3 Constable’s
Office in October 2021.

In his lawsuit, Whittington alleged that
two supervisors and a group of deputies
in his unit made “exceptionally offensive A federal jury awarded former Harris County Precinct

3 Constable’s Office deputy Bert Whittington III $1.65
million in his harassment lawsuit against Harris County,
according to court records and an interview with
Whittington.

Continued. See FORMER DEPUTY AWARDED $1.65M,
Page 5

NORTH HOUSTON - In
2025, the North Houston
Distr ict  debuted four
eBikes to be used by the
Houston Police Depart-
ment for patrols in the
area. The eBikes serve as
an effective tool for local
law enforcement officers in
support of the ongoing mis-
sion to keep the North
Houston District safe and
secure.

In May, officers with the
Differential  Response
Team (DRT), a Special Op-
erations division of the
Houston Police Depart-
ment, began increased
eBike patrols in the North
Houston District as part of
an annual campaign to in-
crease police presence in
the area during high traf-

eBike Patrols Ramping Up in the
District as Temperatures Rise

Ebike Patrol Officers pose standing with children from the neighborhood
during a patrol.

fic seasons.
W i t h  t h e  w e a t h e r

warming up, kids are get-
ting out of school for the
summer and spending
more time outside. More

recreation-seekers are also
hitting area parks and
trails, including walkers,

Continued. See HPD ENHANCE
NORTH HOUSTON, Page 8

By Marcy Young
Communications Manag-
er LSC,

KINGWOOD –  The
East Aldine Management
D i s t r i c t  i s  i n v e s t i n g
$100,000 towards student
success at Lone Star Col-
lege-East Aldine Center.

“Supporting education
has been a core priority of
the East Aldine Manage-
ment District, and this
$100,000 grant reflects our
commitment to creating
real pathways to opportu-
nity for our community,”

East Aldine Management District Donates $100,000
to LSC-East Aldine Center to Support Student Success

Photo (L-R): Myriam Saldívar, LSCS Board Vice Chair; Iesheia Wilson, LSCS Board Secretary; Veronica Sanches, EAD
Deputy Executive Director; Dr. Melissa Gonzalez, LSC-Kingwood President; Mario K. Castillo, J.D., LSCS Chancellor;
Flor Zarzoza, EAD Board Member; Mike Sullivan, LSCS Board of Trustees Chair; Art Murillo, LSCS Trustee; Reyna
Tippetts, LSC-East Aldine Center Dean

stated Veronica Sanches,
EAD Deputy Executive Di-
rector.

On Wednesday, May 13,
Sanches, along with EAD
board chairman Carlos Sil-
va, and Flor Zarzoza and
Rocio Witte, EAD board
members, gathered to
present the check to Dr.
Melissa Gonzalez, LSC-
Kingwood President, and
Reyna Tippetts, LSC-East
Aldine Center Dean. Addi-
tional attendees included
Mario K. Castillo, J.D.,
LSCS chancellor; Dr. Seel-
pa Keshvala, LSCS execu-

tive vice chancellor, Aca-
demics; Mike Sullivan,
LSCS Board of Trustees
chair; Miriam Saldívar,
LSCS Board of Trustees
vice chair; Iesheia Wilson,
LSCS Board of Trustees
secretary and Art Murillo,
LSCS Board of Trustees
member.

Chair Sullivan shared
his story as an LSC-King-
wood alumnus and spoke
about the rich history of
both the Lone Star College

Continued. See FUNDING WILL
ASSIST STUDENTS, Page 2

Aldine ISD Kicks off
Summer Feeding Program

Aldine ISD and the administration care about their students, “Walle
said. The doors are already open to our families in need. See
story in page 2.
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To schedule an
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CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower

8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

System and the Aldine
community.

“East Aldine District
and Lone Star College Sys-
tem both have deep roots
in this community,” Chair
Sullivan remarked. “The
district’s generous contri-
bution ensures that stu-
dents can focus on their
education instead of finan-
cial challenges.”

The donation to the Stu-
dent Success Support
Fund will directly support
student tuition, certifica-
tion costs, workforce mate-
rials, and other needs for
the following programs at
LSC-East Aldine Center:
GED, ESOL, EKG, CNA,
CMA, and AA-AS-AAS cer-
tificates. The support fund
was originally funded in
2025 with $20,000 from
EAMD. As a result, 51 stu-
dents enrolled in high-de-
m a n d  p r o g r a m s  a n d
foundational pathways —
expanding access to educa-
tion and economic mobili-
t y ,  s u p p o r t i n g
multilingual communities,
and strengthening the lo-
cal workforce.

David Ancira, a Mac-
Arthur High School stu-
dent, said he had to drop
out of high school to help
support his family. Be-
cause of this funding, he’s
been able to once again
pursue an education.

“My parents are proud

Funding will assist
students pursuing GED’s,
certifications and
workforce training,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

that I started my GED
classes,” he said. “My goal
is to apply for financial aid
and begin my welding de-
gree at the LSC-East Aldi-
ne Center.”

“As our students grow,
complete programs, and
obtain better careers, the
entire East Aldine commu-
nity grows and flourishes
with them,” shared Tip-
petts. “This investment is
not only changing individ-
ual lives, but also helping
build a stronger, more re-
silient community for gen-
erations to come.”

The grant also builds on
the district’s broader his-
tory of investing in educa-
t i o n  —  i n c l u d i n g
scholarships for local high
school graduates, partner-
ships with PTech pro-
grams, and the endowed
fund at Lone Star College–
East Aldine Center that
ensures no student is
turned away due to finan-
cial hardship.

“We extend our sincere
gratitude for this support
and for the valued partner-
ship of The East Aldine
Management District,”
said Dr. Gonzalez.

For more information on
the LSC-East Aldine Cen-
ter and the programs it of-
fers, visit their website.

Lone Star College Sys-
tem enrolls over 90,000
students each semester

providing high-quality,
low-cost academic transfer
and career training educa-
tion. LSCS is training to-
morrow’s workforce today
and redefining the commu-
nity college experience to
support student success.
Mario K. Castillo, J.D.
serves as Chancellor of
LSC, the largest institu-
tion of higher education in
the Houston area.

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

Two men are facing
charges after a dog was
fatally stabbed with a
piece of sheet metal dur-
ing an altercation at a
home in the Aldine area,
according to court docu-
ments and the Harris
County Sheriff’s Office.

Investigators say the
attack happened on May
8 in the 1600 block of
Hopper Road. Authorities
a l l e g e  o n e  m a n  r e -
strained the 4-year-old
pit bull, Bullet, while an-
other used a sharp piece
of sheet metal to stab the
dog, puncturing a lung.

The stabbing occurred
late Thursday night, May
7, when the dog’s owner,
Eric Enriquez, and a man
he identified as his moth-
er’s boyfriend, Juan Gar-
cia, 46, were arguing.

According to court
records, Enriquez said
the dog reacted during
the argument, presum-
ably to protect his owner,
and was then attacked by
Garcia.

Court documents al-
lege the dog’s head was
held to the floor by a sec-
ond suspect, Luis Ruiz,
while Garcia took a piece
of sheet metal with per-
forated sides and stabbed
the dog.

Garcia and Ruiz both
fled the scene.

Upon arrival, deputies
found the sheet metal ob-
ject covered with dried
blood and located on the
floor directly where the
complainant advised the
event occurred. The dog
suffered a three-to-four-
inch laceration to his left
side.

Enriquez said he woke
up to screams from his

Man Arrested for Stabbing
Dog, Authorities Say

COMMUNITY
WATCH

Juan Garcia, 46

aunt and found Bullet se-
verely injured.

“For me to grab my dog
and see him bleeding out
the way he was bleeding
really messed me up,”
Enriquez said.

Enriquez said he tried
to save the dog by mak-
ing a bandage and rush-
ing him to a veterinarian,
but the injuries were too
severe.

“They told me they
wouldn’t be able to save
him,” he said.

Enriquez said Bullet
was more than a pet.

“God sent him to me for
me to learn how to be pa-
tient with people and how
to have more of a kind
heart,” Enriquez said to
an ABC-13 reporter.

Authorities said Juan
Garcia, 46, was arrested
and charged with animal
cruelty. Court records in-
dicate the second suspect,
Ruiz was also identified,

and a warrant was is-
sued, though he is not in
custody at the time of this
article.

It was not the first run-
in with law enforcement
by Garcia.

On March 5, 1999 he
was convicted of the felon
offense of aggravated rob-
bery with a deadly weap-
on in the 339th District
Court in Harris County.
On July 18, 2017, he was
also convicted of another
felony offense of felon in
possession of a weapon,
in the same court.

He has a long list of
other charges including
driving while intoxicated,
numerous drug-related
charges, unauthorized
use of a vehicle, prohibit-
ed substance in a correc-
t i o n a l  f a c i l i t y ,  a n d
tampering with a govern-
ment record.

The case remains un-
der investigation.

HIGH MEADOWS LIBRARY NEWS
WIGGLESAURUS CRAFT
PARTY

Wednesday, June 10,
11:00am–11:30am

Description
Unleash your little dinosaur’s

giant imagination at the ultimate
prehistoric creative bash! Designed
specifically for tiny hands and big
ideas, this party blends sensory
play, colorful crafting, and roaring
fun.

CLASE DE INGLÉS
(INTRODUCCIÓN A ESL) |
ENGLISH CLASS (ESL
INTROUDUCTION)

Wednesday, June 10,
11:30am–12:30pm

Description
Please join us for an English

introduction class every
Wednesday!

This class is designed for
students who are interested in
learning and /or practicing
speaking, listening, writing, and
reading skills in English. Classes
are free, and all materials are
provided

¡Por favor, únase a nosotros
para una clase de introducción
Inglés todos los Miércoles!

Esta clase está diseñada para
los estudiantes que están
interesados en aprender y / o
practicar hablar, escuchar, escribir
y leer en Inglés. Las clases son
gratuitas y se proporcionan todos
los materiales

CAREER AND COLLEGE
HELP | AYUDA PARA
BUSCA DE EMPLEO O
CARRERAS

Wednesday, June 10,
12:00pm–6:00pm

Description
Ready to re-enter today’s

workforce with confidence? Join us
for a practical, empowering one-on-
one meeting designed to help you
take the next step in your career
journey!

Connect with a Future U
advisor! Discover the college and
career resources around you.

What we offer:
* Built professional resumes
* Prepare for all types of interviews

by discovering key elements.
* Access free online career

resources from our Harris County
libraries to continue developing your
career skills and confidence.

DACAMERA PRESENTS
BUTTERFLY BALLET

Wednesday, June 10, 2:00pm–
3:00pm

Description
Discover how music can tell a story

during this interactive program inspired
by Jonathan Booker’s The Very Hungry
Caterpillar. Participants will listen for
the musical “caterpillar motif” and move
along with the performance before
taking part in the “Butterfly Ballet,”
using sound and movement to explore
each stage of the butterfly life cycle.

Recommended for K-1st grade.

ROAR, ROCK AND READ!
Thursday, June 11, 10:30am–

11:30am
Description
This isn’t just a regular reading

hour. Roar, Rock & Read is a hands-on
STEAM program designed exclusively
for curious minds ages 6 to 12.

CITIZENSHIP CLASS |CLASE DE
CIUDADANÍA

Thursday, June 11, 11:00am–
12:30pm

Description
Join us for a free class to help you

prepare for your naturalization interview
and civics test. An English assessment
must be taken for class admittance.
Taking this class does not grant
citizenship or pay for any application
fees. Registration is required as space
is limited.

Únase a nosotros en un curso
gratuito para ayudarle a prepararse
para su entrevista de naturalización y
examen de educación cívica. Es
necesario realizar una evaluación de
inglés para ser admitido. Este curso no
otorga la ciudadanía ni cubre ninguna
tarifa de solicitud. Es necesario
inscribirse, ya que el cupo es limitado.

HANDMADE HISTORY FOR
TEENS

Thursday, June 11, 2:00pm–
3:00pm

Description
Excavate some excitement this

summer at this weekly arts and
crafts program! Each week we’ll
create a new work of art and learn
about archaeology, dinosaurs, and
history along the way.

This program is designed for
tweens and teens ages 12 to 18.

Registration is not required, but
supplies and space may be limited.

CREATIVE COMPUTING
BASICS: POWERPOINT AND
CANVA

Thursday, June 11, 4:00pm–
5:00pm

Description
This class is for people who

already know a little about using a
computer and want to learn how to
create PowerPoint presentations
and design beautiful projects in
Canva. Over 6 weeks, we will
practice choosing slide layouts,
adding and formatting personal
photos, exploring professional
design templates, and creating fun
projects like digital photo albums,
custom greeting cards, and event
flyers. The class meets one hour per
week and is hands-on, beginner-
friendly, and focused on learning
skills by doing practical but fun
projects.

Registration is not required, but
the class is limited to six
students. Please keep in mind that
you should try to attend every class
in order to build your skills.

DINO-MITE FRIDAY FILM
FEST

Friday, June 12, 1:00pm–
3:30pm

Description
Join us for a DINO-MITE film

festival every Friday.
1:00 to 3:30 p.m., kids under 10

can enjoy fun, age-appropriate
dinosaur themed cartoons and
movies.

3:30 to 6:00 p.m., tweens and
adults can experience thrilling
dinosaur adventures.

It’s a ROARING good time for all
ages!
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S C H O O L    N E W S     P A G E

By Leticia Fehling
Aldine ISD,

The district’s PreK3 program gives eligible 3-year-olds an early start through lan-
guage-rich, play-based learning at Aldine ISD primary campuses.

For many families, the first day of school does not begin in kindergarten. It begins
earlier — with a small backpack, a nervous goodbye, and a child learning how to take
that first brave step into a classroom.

Imagine a 3-year-old like Samuel. At home, he is curious, bright, and full of ener-
gy. But around children his own age, sharing a toy can feel overwhelming. A crowded
room can make him cling tightly to his mother’s hand. New routines, new faces, and
time away from home can feel like a lot for a little learner.

That is where high-quality early childhood education can make a difference.
Through Aldine ISD’s half-day PreK3 program, young children have opportunities

to build language, confidence, independence, and social skills in a caring classroom
environment designed for how 3-year-olds learn best: through play, practice, move-
ment, conversation, and connection.

Since fall 2024, Aldine ISD has offered half-day prekindergarten for eligible 3-
year-olds, often called PreK3 or PK3, at the district’s10 primary campuses, which
serve early childhood, prekindergarten, and kindergarten students. The program is
designed to help children build foundational social, emotional, language, and motor
skills through age-appropriate learning experiences.

Choose a Morning or Afternoon PreK3 Session
Due to limited space, each primary campus offers two classrooms for PreK3 — one

English and one Spanish. PreK3 is offered in half-day sessions, with a maximum of
20 students per session.

Morning Session — 8:05–11:10 a.m.Afternoon Session — 12:30–3:40 p.m.
Note: The morning session students receive breakfast; the afternoon session stu-

dents receive lunch.

It All Starts Here: PreK
Aldine ISD educators know the early years matter. For some children, PreK3 may

help strengthen skills in areas such as speech and language, social-emotional devel-
opment, classroom routines, or fine and gross motor development. In a language-rich
classroom, children learn alongside peers, practice following routines, and receive
support from trained early childhood educators.

Early childhood experts note that a child’s brain develops rapidly during the first
years of life, making this an important time to nurture curiosity, communication, and
school readiness. PreK3 supports children as they develop the skills they need to
participate, connect with others, and begin seeing themselves as learners.

Research also shows that students who attend high-quality prekindergarten pro-
grams are more likely to be ready for kindergarten and may experience stronger
long-term academic outcomes.

Students who attend Aldine ISD’s PreK3 program benefit from engaging, hands-
on instruction, as well as:

High-quality teachers in every classroom
An instructional aide in every PreK3 classroom
Free breakfast and lunch
Aldine ISD’s commitment to children and families goes beyond academics. The

district also connects families with support related to mental and physical health,
food and housing needs, and parent education opportunities.

How to Enroll Your Eligible 3-Year-Old for the 2026-2027 School Year

Registration is open now. Space is limited and available on a first-come, first-served
basis.

Families can complete a PreK application by visiting AldineISD.org/primary, click-
ing the apply button, and beginning the enrollment process. Families may also visit
their zoned primary school for assistance. Non-zoned applicants are placed on a wait-
list. You can check your child’s waitlist status at the campus.

Please have the following documents available for online or in-person enrollment:
Parent income documentation, such as a check stub, award letter, child support

documentation, or Social Security Disability documentation
Proof of address, such as a utility bill or lease with the parent/guardian’s name
Child’s original birth certificate
Child’s immunization record
Parent/guardian identification
Who Can Enroll in the PreK3 Program?
To be eligible for enrollment in Aldine ISD’s free PreK3 program, a child must be

3 years old on or before September 1 of the enrolling school year, live within
Aldine ISD boundaries, and meet at least one state eligibility requirement.

Eligibility criteria include:

*Unable to speak and understand English
*Has a disability or speech delay identified through a school district evaluation
*Economically disadvantaged, including eligibility to participate in the National

School Lunch Program
*Child of a member of the U.S. Armed Forces
*Has ever been in state foster care
*Experiencing homelessness; no documents are needed to enroll
*Child of a person eligible for the Star of Texas Award

Families who believe their child may be missing developmental milestones can
request a free evaluation through the school district.

Children must meet age and eligibility requirements. Families should contact Al-
dine ISD or their zoned primary campus to confirm campus placement, attendance
zone requirements, and waitlist options.

What PreK3 Can Make Possible
For a child like Samuel, the change may not happen all at once. It may begin with

learning where to hang his backpack, how to sit with friends during circle time, how
to ask for help, or how to take turns with blocks and crayons.

Over time, those small moments can become big milestones.
A child who once felt anxious walking into a classroom may begin greeting class-

Aldine ISD Offers Free Half-Day
PreK3 for Eligible 3-Year-Olds

mates by name. A child who struggled to share may begin building with a friend. A
child who had only a few words may begin using new language or words to describe
shapes, colors, numbers, feelings, and ideas.

By the time a child reaches kindergarten, those early experiences can matter. In-
stead of learning school routines for the first time, children who attended PreK3 may
already understand how to participate in a classroom, follow directions, separate
from a caregiver, work with peers, and approach learning with confidence.

That early foundation can help young learners focus on the next step: building the
reading, math, communication, and problem-solving skills that support long-term
success.

For More Information
Visit AldineISD.org/primary to review the complete eligibility requirements and

begin the enrollment process for your eligible 3-year-old child.
Families may also submit questions through Let’s Talk, the district’s two-way com-

munication system. Click “Primary Campus Issues and Concerns” to ensure the ap-
propriate staff member responds to your question.

Aldine ISD, in partnership with No Kid Hungry Texas, hosted its third annual
Summer Feeding Kickoff Event at Escamilla Elementary School on Monday, June 1,
marking the official start of the district’s free summer meal program.

The event brought families together for a day filled with delicious food, fun activi-
ties, and community engagement while highlighting the important summer meal op-
portunities available to children across the district.

Through the program, children 18 and younger, as well as students with disabili-
ties up to age 21, can receive healthy meals at no cost throughout the summer. Meals
are provided through the Seamless Summer Option, a U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture nutrition program administered in Texas by the Texas Department of Agricul-
ture.

For many children who rely on school meals during the academic year, summer
feeding programs provide a consistent source of nutrition during the long break from
school.

Child Nutrition Executive Director Susan D’Amico initiated the Summer Feeding
Kickoff event to celebrate and promote the summer program. Organizing this event
is no easy task and requires support from the wonderful partners that Aldine collabo-
rates with. Reaching the third year is a significant achievement for her, the nutrition
team, and the various organizations and individuals who have supported Aldine’s
mission.

D’Amico believes that the message conveyed by the kickoff event and the feeding
sites to the Aldine community is simple: “We are here for you,” said D’Amico. “We
understand the financial strain that families are experiencing due to rising food costs,
and we are committed to providing support.”

Among those attending Monday’s event were U.S. Rep. Sylvia Garcia and State
Rep. Armando Walle, an Aldine native, who visited with families and celebrated the
district’s ongoing commitment to feeding students during the summer months.

Walle, who has supported the event since its inception, said the program reflects
Aldine ISD’s longstanding commitment to family and community.

“Aldine ISD and the administration care about their students,” Walle said.  “We’re
in the heat of summer, and the doors are already open to our families in need. That
shows the heart and love that Aldine has for our families. It’s good to see the dozens
of families here to get fed.”

Summer can be one of the most challenging times for families facing food insecuri-
ty, particularly in Harris County, where one in four children experiences hunger.
Without access to school meals, many families struggle to provide consistent nutri-
tion for their children during the summer months.

Aldine ISD’s summer feeding program aims to help bridge that gap by ensuring
children have access to meals while school is out.

Families interested in locating summer meal sites can visit aldineisd.org for a
complete list of locations and service times.

The district’s summer feeding program will continue throughout the summer break
to help ensure children and teens in the Aldine community have access to the nutri-
tion they need to thrive.

Aldine ISD Kicks Off Summer
Feeding Program With

Community Celebration
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On The
Shoreline

Paxton Hopes to unify republicans after runoff

UK Blocks Uygur, Piker

Attorney General Ken
Paxton and his allies be-
gan working to repair fis-
sures among GOP voters
after he routed incum-
bent U.S.  Sen.  John
Cornyn in the March 26
runoff, The Dallas Morn-
ing News reported. Both
Paxton and his general
election opponent, Demo-
cratic nominee James
Talarico, swiftly went on
the attack in what prom-
ises to be the most expen-
s ive  Senate  genera l
election race in history.

“The future of Texas
and the future of Ameri-
ca is on the line, and I in-
tend to do everything I
can to expand our move-
ment,” Paxton told sup-
porters in Plano.

Talarico is seeking to
appeal to Republicans
and independents who
balked at supporting Pax-
ton during the primary
campaign. The attorney
general has been envel-
oped in several scandals
since being elected in
2014. Talarico called his
opponent “morally unfit”
for office.

“This November, work-
ing Texans — Democrats,
independents and Repub-
licans alike — are going
to come together to defeat
the most corrupt politi-
cian in America and the
broken political system
t h a t  h e
represents,” Talarico
said.

HILL COUNTRY RANCH
TO BECOME SECOND-
LARGEST STATE PARK

Nearly 54,000 acres of
a former Hill Country
ranch will soon become
the second-largest park
in Texas, The Texas
Tribune reported. The
former Silver Lake Ranch
features steep canyons
and rolling hills about
150 miles west of San
Antonio, between Rock-
springs and Uvalde in
Kinney and Edwards
counties.

It is the first land pur-
chase made under a $1
billion Centennial Parks
Conservation Fund es-
tablished by the Legisla-
ture and approved by
voters in 2023. Previous-
ly, the ranch was partial-
ly owned by the Moody
Foundation, which donat-
ed its 88% share. Texas

Parks and Wildlife pur-
chased the remainder of
the property for $11.85
million.

“Silver Lake Ranch
represents the natural
beauty, history and spir-
it of our state, and we are
honored to make this gift
to Texas Parks and Wild-
life to ensure it remains
protected and enjoyed by
all  Texans for years
ahead,” foundation trust-
ee Ross Moody said.

The future park, to be
named Silver Lake State
Park, features a 30-acre
spring-fed lake and miles
of frontage along the
West Nueces River.

An opening date has
not been set.

FAA GROUNDS SPACEX
STARSHIP AGAIN
AFTER CRASH

The massive rocket
S t a r s h i p  h a s  b e e n
grounded again after the
lower stage of the rocket
plunged into the Gulf of
Mexico a few minutes af-
t e r  l i f t o f f ,
the Statesman reported.
The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration has ordered
an investigation into
what went wrong.

The May 22 mishap
forced six aircraft to de-
lay their departures and
forced another five into
holding patterns, the
FAA said. No injuries or
damage were reported.

This is the seventh
grounding in 12 flights
for Starship rockets.
SpaceX has approvals to
launch and land the craft
as many as 25 times a
year at its base near Boca
Chica Beach in far south
Texas.

“A return to flight of
t h e  S t a r s h i p - S u p e r
Heavy vehicle is based on
the FAA determining
that any system, process,

or procedure related to
the mishap does not af-
fect public safety,” the
FAA said.

RESEARCHERS: CITIES
CAN CHANGE STORM
BEHAVIOR

A team of researchers
has examined more than
two decades of climate
data in Texas to under-
stand how urban and ru-
ral areas interact with
storms,  according to
the Texas Standard.
State Climatologist John
Nielsen-Gammon was
part of the research team.

“Probably the biggest
finding was how impor-
tant urban areas were to-
w a r d  i n d i v i d u a l
thunderstorms or small-
er-scale collections of
thunderstorms,” he said.
“Every single city we
looked at, the storms
were enhanced there —
both during the daytime
and especially nighttime.
There’s a bigger influence
in those types of precipi-
tation events.”

Nielsen-Gammon said
that while storms are in-
fluenced by the presence
of cities, often increasing
their severity, the extent
of that influence depends
on the type of storm. The
higher temperatures
found in cities because of
concrete and buildings
can affect both the sever-
ity and the wind pattern,
according to experts..

GOP LEADERS BACK
FRENCH AFTER RUNOFF
WIN

Several GOP officials
who opposed Bo French’s
successful bid to unseat
incumbent Railroad Com-
missioner Jim Wright
now say they will back
him in the general elec-
t i o n ,  t h e H o u s t o n
Chronicle reported. That
includes Abbott, Wright’s
fellow commissioners
Wayne Christian and
Christi Craddick, and
Land  Commiss ioner
Dawn Buckingham.

“ R e p u b l i c a n s  a r e
UNITED and ready to
win in November to keep
Texas, TEXAS!” Abbott’s
campaign wrote in a post
on X.

One notable exception
thus far is Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick, who was among
French’s harshest critics.
French, the former Tar-
rant County GOP chair,
has made a number of
controversial statements,
including calling for a
ban on Islam in Texas.

French will face Jon
Rosenthal, a Houston
Democrat and oil and gas
engineer, in the Novem-
ber general election.

Gary Borders is a vet-
eran award-winning Tex-
a s  j o u r n a l i s t .  H e
published a number of
community newspapers
in Texas during a 30-year
span, including in Long-
view, Fort Stockton, Na-
cogdoches, Lufkin and
Cedar Park.

Email:gborders@texaspress.com

I spent last week with my
parents, which is always fun.

My father has been having
trouble with his legs, and tasks
that involve getting up from the
ground are hard for him, par-
ticularly if the ground is steep
or slippery — and that is a pret-
ty accurate description of the
shoreline where the dock lives
over the winter.

But we both thought the
dock should get in the water,
and I told my dad I’d help, so
we made our way down to the
shoreline to tackle the project.

We had a few things work-
ing against us.

The ground, as I mentioned,
is very steep, and it was slick
with last year’s leaves. The
dock had wheels at the end and
was tacked on to a frame on the
hill. It had to be loosened from
the frame so it could slide down
into the water. This is a task
that used to take my dad no
time at all, but instead of do-
ing it himself, he had to in-
struct his daughter on how to
do it, and his daughter has no
demonstrable engineering
skills.

And that wasn’t the full ex-
tent of the problem, because my
dad’s eyesight is not good, so he
couldn’t really see what I was
up to. He had to describe what
I should be doing without be-
ing able to see if I was doing it.

Then the last screw holding
the dock in place got stuck. I am
sure that screw was stuck due
to operator error (I use a screw-
driver approximately once ev-
ery five years) but whatever the
cause, the screw was jammed
and the whole thing was hung
up. We surveyed the situation.

“I don’t think it’s coming
loose,” my dad concluded.

“What if we hit it with a
hammer?” I suggested. Hitting
things with hammers was
something I felt qualified to try.

“No ...” My dad was think-
ing. “Can you just push it?”

My dad suspected there
wasn’t much holding the dock
in place and, once it was free,
it would merrily roll down the
hill on its own accord.

“I don’t know if I can push
it. But I can kick it.” And so I
did. I sat on my butt in the slip-
pery leaves, and I kicked the
dock. The little chunk of two-
by-six with the one remaining
screw holding it in place split
into two, and the dock came
loose with a mighty “whoosh!”
and rolled down the hill.

Fortunately, both my dad
and I were out of the way.

“I don’t know where that
block went,” I told my dad.

“Forget about it,” he said.
We got the dock into the wa-

ter. It was a little cattywampus,
but it was more or less ready
for another season.

“I might need to get a kid to
help me with some things this
fall,” my dad said, as if this was
a major concession at 92. He
thanked me for helping him
and apologized for needing the
help.

“Dad, we all do as much as
we can, for as long as we’re
able.”

“I guess that’s so.”
That night, I saw a boat

trolling along the shoreline as
the sun set.

“Hey, Dad, there’s a guy
fishing right off the end of the
dock.”

“I hope he knows the rules,”
my dad said.

“The rules?”
“He’s gotta leave half of

whatever he catches at the end
of the dock for me.”

“We’ll have to put up a sign
on the shoreline so he knows
the rules,” I told my dad.

“We’ll have to do that,” my
dad said.

Till next time,
Carrie

The U.K. government banned left-wing influ-
encers Cenk Uygur and Hasan Piker from trav-
eling to the country because they blame
everything on the Jews — and, true to form,
Uygur and Piker blamed the Jews.

Uygur and Piker were to speak at a South by
Southwest conference in London and participate
in an event at the Oxford Union when their visas
were canceled. They immediately smelled a rat,
and, as usual, one emanating from Jerusalem.

“I’ve been banned for criticizing Israel,” Uygur
posted on social media.  “Are we free anymore?
This is oppression of Western citizens by our own
governments on behalf of a different country!”

Piker chimed in, “The U.K. has revoked my
visa as well. All at the behest of Israel. The West
is betraying ‘liberal values’ for a genocidal fas-
cist foreign government. Soon we will all become
Israel.”

Like most everything the duo says — Piker is
Uygur’s nephew and got his start on his podcast
— this is poisonous nonsense, although it doesn’t
make the U.K.’s decision any better.

Britain now conducts itself like a nation that
has never heard of John Milton, John Stuart Mill
or Bertrand Russell, its storied advocates of free
speech down through the centuries.

The U.K. routinely excludes controversial fig-
ures from traveling to the country from abroad,
and actively tries to suppress speech offensive to
gays, Muslims, trans people, Jews or others. You
can get arrested, as TV writer Graham Linehan
found out, for posting pungent opinions about bi-
ological males using female locker rooms, or for
silently praying outside an abortion clinic.

If we needed a reminder of the wisdom of our
Founders writing the First Amendment into the
Constitution, the free-floating illiberalism of the
British government trying to enforce faddish
norms provides it.

The Home Office, which was responsible for
revoking the Uygur and Piker visas, says that
their presence in the country might not have been
“conducive to the public good” — whatever that
means.

Certainly, it would be very bad for Britain if
the country were to adopt wholesale the malig-
nant views of Uygur and Piker, but that wasn’t
going to come about as a result of, say, one of
them having a 40-minute speaking slot at a South
by Southwest satellite event.

Traditionally, in free societies, people are al-
lowed to say dumb and hateful things. Either they
discredit themselves by doing so, or perhaps they
eventually win people over to their views. Regard-
less, free and robust debate has been considered
a good in and of itself, something a country run
by a raucous, free-wheeling Parliament should
readily understand.

Are the Jews behind the exclusion of Uygur
and Piker? Yet, there were Jewish groups who
didn’t want them to come, but excluding them
was a decision entirely in keeping with the gov-
ernment’s practice of trying to suppress views
that it deems extreme. Just a couple of weeks ago,
right-wing figures critical of Islam and support-
ive of Israel saw their visas revoked.

The British government isn’t a tool of the Zi-
onists. It is a left-of-center Labour government.
The Home Secretary is a Muslim of Pakistani or-
igin who has attended anti-Israel protests. The
government has said it would jail Bibi Netanyahu
if he travels to Britain, sanctioned Israeli offi-
cials, restricted arms sales to the Jewish state,
and recognized a Palestinian state.

If the revocation of the visas is an Israeli op,
it’s a profoundly counterproductive one. In au-
thoritarian societies, people can truly be sup-
pressed — if China wants to get rid of a
nettlesome figure, it simply disappears him or
her. In an open society, in contrast, there are
many channels for expression, and official hos-
tility tends to make the targeted voices more fa-
mous and interesting, whether it’s James Joyce
or the Sex Pistols.

Surely, Cenk Uygur and Hasan Piker are bet-
ter known in the U.K. now than they were a few
days ago, and that’s not, as they say in Britain,
conducive to the public good.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Former Deputy awarded $1.65M
after jury finds Harris County,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Whittington, a 24-year veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, and his cousin was
interviewed by Eagleton who offered him the job of his lifetime as a K-9
officer.

jokes and comments,” and
that the “core of the jokes
and comments were that
African Americans with
dark skin color were an in-
ferior race,” according to
court filings.

Whittington, who joined
the constable’s office in
2017, said in the lawsuit
that he was the only “dark
skin color African Ameri-
can” in his unit at the time
and that the group was
made up of deputies with
“light color skin.”

Whittington said the
verdict was meaningful
because it cleared his
name.

“For me, it wasn’t about
the money,” he said in an
interview. “It was all about
clearing my name.”

He also said he was
grateful for the jury’s de-
cision. “If I had the oppor-
tunity, I would shake each
and every one of their
hands and tell them thank
you,” Whittington said.
“Yes, I am thankful for the
verdict.”

Whittington said he ini-
tially viewed the case as a
wrongful-termination dis-
pute, but his attorneys
pursued discrimination
and retaliation claims.

“My initial thought pro-
cess was, ‘Hey, man, this
is all about wrongful ter-
mination for me,’” he said.
“My attorneys kept saying,
‘Yeah, it may be wrongful
termination, but this is
discrimination and retali-
ation.’”

Whittington, a 24-year
veteran of the U.S. Marine
Corps, and his cousin was
interviewed by Eagleton
who offered him the job of
his lifetime as a K-9 offic-
er.

“I froze because that’s
what I really wanted to
do,” he said. “I had been
training dogs and dealing
with them all my life.”

He went through the
Field Training Office pro-

gram, drove to San Anto-
nio and got his first dog. He
was immediately assigned
to the criminal interdiction
unit.

His excitement became
dampened when he was
the recipient of a racial
slur from a fellow deputy.

Chief Deputy Kirk Bon-
sal said Sgt. Jason Hutch-
ins sent an “inappropriate
comment via a text mes-
sage” on May 9, 2020 while
working an off-duty job
during COVID.

“The comment in ques-
tion appeared to have a ra-
cial undertone and was
extremely disappointing as
it does not reflect the heart
and commitment to excel-
lence of our agency,” Pre-
c inct  3  re leased  in  a
statement.

Hutchins was subse-
quently relieved of duty
without pay pending an in-
ternal investigation.

A  f ew  hours  l a te r ,
Hutchins resigned.

W h i t t i n g t o n  s a i d
Hutchins was sitting in his
car at a COVID-19 testing
site as several other depu-
ties were setting up cones
in the parking lot.

He received an uninten-
tional text from Hutchins,
who Whittington said he
thought he was sending to
another Caucasian officer,
saying the officers looked
like “monkeys” setting up
the cones.

The disparaging re-
mark, according to Whit-
tington, was only the first
of many alleged derogato-
ry events that occurred af-
ter the COVID incident.

Despite trying to avoid
those officers and com-
ments, he felt like he was
eventually targeted.

While the jury did not
rule that Whittington was
wrongfully terminated
based on race, they found
the department liable for
fostering a racially hostile
work environment.

Whittington said he will
use some of the money to
help countless other offic-
ers who have reached out
to him on his case.

Neither  the  Harr is
County Attorney’s Office,
which represented the
county in the lawsuit, nor
the Precinct 3 Constable’s
Office responded to re-
quests for comment on the
verdict.

By Gerardo Hernandez,

AUSTIN — Texas
Gov. Greg Abbott has di-
rected public colleges
and universities across
the state to keep tuition
and mandatory fees un-
changed for the upcom-
ing 2026-27 academic
year, extending a tuition
freeze that has been in
place since 2023.

In a letter sent to
leaders of the state’s
public higher education
institutions, Abbott said
Texas has made signifi-
cant investments in
higher education and
student financial aid,
al lowing schools  to
maintain current tu-
ition rates without in-
c r e a s i n g  c o s t s  f o r
students and families.

The directive applies
to public two-year and
four-year institutions,
as well as health-relat-

Abbott Again Orders
Texas Colleges to Keep
Tuition Rates Flat

ed institutions. Abbott
stated that undergradu-
ate tuition and fees
should remain at cur-
rent levels for another
academic year.

The governor’s order
comes as some universi-
ty systems have consid-
ered adjustments to
certain fees to address
operational costs and
campus needs. Abbott’s
letter, however, called
for institutions to re-
frain from increasing
charges to students.

Supporters of the tu-
ition freeze say it helps
improve affordability
and expands access to
higher education at a
time when many fami-
lies continue to face fi-
nancial pressures. They
argue that keeping costs
stable can reduce stu-
dent debt and encourage
college enrollment.

Some higher educa-
tion leaders have noted
that colleges and uni-
versities continue to
face rising expenses re-
lated to staffing, facili-
ties, technology and
student services. They
have said institutions
must balance affordabil-
ity with maintaining ed-
ucational programs and
campus operations.

Texas  lawmakers
have allocated addition-
al funding to public
higher education in re-
cent years, including in-
vestments aimed at
improving student out-
comes and expanding fi-
n a n c i a l  a i d
opportunities.

The tuition freeze will
remain in effect through
the 2026-27 academic
year unless state lead-
ers authorize changes in
the future.
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Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.

C H U R C H    P A G E

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Classes, Free Citizenship Workshops,
Beyond Citizenship/Civic Engagement

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Call: 281-799-9076
Text: 832-906-4214
marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA
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MAIL TO 5832 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057, or EMAIL:
nenewsroom@aol.com, or CALL 713-266-3444
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(20
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2 WEEKS

GREAT VALUE • GREAT RESULTS
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CLASSIFIED WORD AD FORM
NORTHEAST NEWS

Call 713-266-3444

DEADLINE
12:00
NOON

THURSDAY
PRIOR

Place one word per box

CREDIT CARD NO.:_________________________________ EXP. __________

NAME ON CARD: __________________________________SEC. NO. _______

ADDRESS: _____________________________CITY __________ ZIP ________

TELEPHONE: ______________________________________________

NO. OF WORDS IN AD: ___________ NO. OF WEEKS TO RUN: _______

$ AMOUNT PER WEEK____________ TOTAL AMOUNT ____________

DESIRED CLASSIFICATION HEADING: _________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION

CHECK or MASTERCARD AM EXVISA

20.00

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey
—
1. Is the book of Song of Solomon (KJV) in the Old or New Testament or
neither?
2. In Matthew 5, what, besides salt of the earth, did Jesus compare Christians
to? Water, Bread, Light, Mountains
3. Who became leader of the children of Israel after Moses’ death? Isaac, Joshua,
Aaron, Abraham
4. What is the biblical word of “Didymus” translated as? Sinner, Heathen,
Teacher, Twin
5. On what island did John write the book of Revelation? Cyprus, Crete, Malta,
Patmos
6. What was the trade skill of Paul? Shepherd, Carpenter, Tentmaker, Tax
collector

Business Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

CARPET SELL AND INSTALLATION

HOUSHOLD MULTISERVICES
ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Light (of the world), 3) Joshua, 4) Twin, 5) Patmos, 6)
Tentmaker Hardcore trivia fan? Visit Wilson Casey’s subscriber site at
www.patreon.com/triviaguy.
(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Javier Bardem, left, and Amy Adams star in “Cape Fear..”

“Cape Fear”

HOLLYWOOD — Are you ready to
meet the next superstar in “The White
Lotus” universe? Season one gave us Jen-
nifer Coolidge, while season two gave us
Theo James and LEO Woodall. Season
three  made  s tars  ou t  o f  Pa t r i ck
Schwarzenegger and Walton Goggins. Get
ready for Alexander Ludwig, who was part
of the first cast announcement for season
four. The 34-year-old Canadian star of
“Vikings” (2013-2021) also has an upcom-
ing role in “Killing Castro,” opposite Al
Pacino. It’s premiering at the Tribeca Film
Festival on June 9.

In addition, Netflix will soon drop “Un-
abomber” with Ludwig, Russell Crowe,
Jacob Tremblay and Shailene Woodley.
Then Ludwig has the horror film “Night
Comes” from actor/director Jay Hernan-
dez (star of the “Magnum P.I.” reboot), as
well as “What the F*ck Is My Password?”
with Stephen Dorff and Kate Walsh.

Meanwhile, Schwarzenegger wrapped
the rom-com “Love of Your Life” in Octo-
ber 2025. He also wrapped the psycholog-
ical thriller “Bunker” with Penelope Cruz,
Javier Bardem, Stephen Graham and Paul
Dano on Feb. 9 of this year.

Season four of “The White Lotus” will
drop sometime in early 2027; Laura Dern,
Kumail Nanjiani, Steve Coogan, Rosie
Perez, Heather Graham and Ben Kings-
ley will star alongside Ludwig this season.

***
Andy Garcia directed, wrote and stars

in “Diamond,” which garnered rave re-
views at the Cannes Film Festival. It’s a
1940s film-noir-style flick with Brendan
Fraser, Bill Murray, Dustin Hoffman,
Demian Bichir, Rosemarie DeWitt and
Danny Huston. Danny is the son of John
Huston, who directed the film-noir classic
“The Maltese Falcon.”

Garcia’s also starring in “72 Hours”
with Kevin Hart (out on July 24) and “Ma-
serati: The Brothers” with Michele Mor-
rone and Anthony Hopkins.

***
James Franco is trying to make a come-

back. After an Oscar nomination for “127
Hours” (in 2010) and hosting the Oscars
in 2011 with Anne Hathaway, his career
came crashing down in 2014 when a 17-
year-old girl accused him of sexual mis-
conduct. In 2018, five more women

accused him of inappropriate sexual or
exploitative behavior. In 2019, two of his
former acting students in his film class
filed a lawsuit against him, which he set-
tled in 2021 for $2.2 million.

In 2021, Franco underwent treatment
for sexual addiction so that he was able
to film “Castro’s Daughter” in 2022. In
2024, he co-starred with Vincent Gallo
in “Golden State Killer.” In 2025, Lions-
gate acquired it, and they have plans to
release it this year. In 2024, Franco also
shot “The Razor’s Edge” with Tommy Lee
Jones in Georgia.

There may be hope for him yet. He was
added to “John Rambo,” which stars
Noah Centineo and David Harbour and
wrapped in mid-May.

***
Also attempting a comeback is Armie

Hammer, who was out of Hollywood for
three years due to his sex scandal. He’s
since come back to shoot “Frontier Cru-
cible” with Thomas Jane and the Cana-
dian thriller “Citizen Vigilant” with
Costas Mandylor, which opens this sum-
mer. Maybe he should make a sequel to
his 2017 hit — “Call Me by Your Name
... Cause My Name’s Tainted!”

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Alexander Ludwig in “vikings” (2013-2021)“Michael” (PG-13) —
Antoine Fuqua, director
of “Training Day” and
“The Equalizer” films,
undertook the assign-
ment of a lifetime by
signing on to direct this
biographical film about
the King of Pop, Michael
Jackson. Jaafar Jackson
portrays his legendary
celebrity uncle, with this
being his very first act-
ing role! The film picks
up with the start of the
Jackson 5 at Motown,
trickling into the years
where Michael emerged
as a prominent solo art-
ist with albums like “Off
the Wall” and “Thriller.”
Surprisingly, the film
culminates in 1988, de-
cades before Michael
passed away, as he em-
barks on the Bad World
Tour. Obviously, due to
its abrupt ending and
viewers’ responses, a sec-
ond movie was confirmed

by Lionsgate Films in
May. While the perfor-
mances of the cast can be
praised, specifically Jaa-
far and Colman Domin-
go (“Euphoria”) as Joe
Jackson, this “biopic”
leans more toward a
jukebox musical due to
its omission of Michael’s
sexual assault allega-
tions and the nuances
that made him the con-
troversial yet iconic fig-
ure he is today. Available
to rent on June 9. (Fan-
dango at Home)

“Cape Fear” (TV-
MA) — This hair-raising
psychological thriller se-
ries stars a trio of incred-
ible actors — Javier
Bardem (“F1”), Amy Ad-
ams (“Nightbitch”), and
Patrick Wilson (“The
Conjuring: Last Rites”).
Produced by powerhouse
directors Martin Scors-
ese and Steven Spiel-
berg, “Cape Fear” is

based on the novel “The
Executioners” by John D.
MacDonald and has two
film adaptations from
1962 and 1991 that pre-
cede it. Bardem plays
Max Cady, an ex-convict
who gets released from
prison after serving a
sentence for a crime that
he didn’t commit. When
Anna (Adams) and Tom
(Wilson), the attorneys
who represented him in
court, hear word that
Max is walking free once
again, they begin to fear
for their lives and the
lives of their children be-
cause Max seems dead
set on getting his re-
venge! The first two epi-
sodes are out now to
stream. (Apple TV+)

“Earth, Wind & Fire
(To Be Celestial Vs.
That’s The Weight of
The World)” (TV-MA)
— This documentary
film out now to stream
dives deep into the best-
selling Chicago band
Earth, Wind & Fire,
who’s had sales of more
than 90 million records
worldwide! Although
their start began in 1969,
their music continues to
sound loudly today, espe-
cially songs like “Sep-
t e m b e r , ”  “ B o o g i e
Wonderland,” and “Let’s
Groove.” In the doc, view-
ers get to see archives of
visual, audio and written
material from the band,
as well as appearances
from public figures like
Barack Obama, Lionel
Richie, H.E.R., Stevie
Wonder, and more. Mu-
sician and filmmaker
Questlove directed and
produced this project,
and he also helped com-
pile the music for the doc
alongside composer Ray-
mond Angry. (HBO Max)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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Crowd roars as Whitmire
vows no tax hikes,
celebrates public safety
gains at re-election kickoff,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Houston’s Mayor John Whitmire addresses the crowd
of supporters at Houston’s Post Oak Hotel, May, 28th.
Whitmire thanked them for coming to his re-election
fund raising event saying they’ve inspired him to
continue serving Houstonians. (Photo by  Allan Jamail)

pickup services, water
and sewer services, the
homeless issues, never
ending potholes and oth-
ers.

Sixty percent of Hous-
ton’s water supply is com-
ing from the original
water purification plant
built in 1954. The plant
also provides 100% of the
water to ship channel in-
dustries. The plant is old
and will eventually be in
need of upgrading he re-
marked.

N. C. Star writer Allan
Jamail said, “John and I
have been friends for
about fifty-five years.
He’s a no-nonsense “pub-
lic servant”. He literally
takes the words “public
servant” to heart.  I don’t
know of any other elect-
ed official who’s is more
determined to help people
regardless of the person’s
standing of importance in
relation to others within
our society.”

During his 2023 victo-
ry speech Whitmire told
supporters, “The first
way you solve your prob-
lem is admit you have
one, and I don’t mind tell-
ing folks what a great city
we have, but we’ve got
great challenges,” “We’ll
meet our challenges. It
will be an opportunity for
us to show the nation
what the city of Houston
can do. We will not kick
our cans down the road
any longer.”

Whitmire was born
A u g u s t  1 3 ,  1 9 4 9
in Hillsboro, Texas, north
of Waco, to James Madi-
son Whitmire, the Hill

County clerk, and the
former Ruth Marie Har-
ris, a nurse. His parents
divorced when he was
seven years old, and the
family moved several
times, facing difficult fi-
nancial circumstances.

In his early teenage
years, he moved to North
H o u s t o n  a n d
attended Waltrip High
School. Whitmire attend-
e d  c o l l e g e  a t
t h e U n i v e r s i t y  o f
Houston to study political
science while paying for
his education by working
for the Texas State Wel-

fare Department, where
he  interv iewed food
stamp recipients for com-
pliance.

Whitmire known for
working across the aisle
with Republicans is a
member of the Democrat-
ic Party, and he was elect-
ed to the Texas House of
Representatives in Janu-
ary of 1973 and served
until January  1983. In
1983, he won the Senate
District 15 seat, and re-
signed it effectively De-
cember 31, 2023 after his
election as Mayor of
Houston.

joggers, and cyclists.
These increased eBike

patrols will remain active
through the summer and
fall months. You can ex-
pect to see DRT officers
patrolling the District’s
main thoroughfares, in-
cluding Greens Road,
Northchase Drive, and
Greenspoint Drive, as well
as area parks and trails.

eBikes Improve Pa-
trol Efficiency & Offic-
er Comfort

Capable of reaching
speeds of nearly 30 miles
per hour, these eBikes en-
able officers to cover more
ground and patrol longer
by  reduc ing  phys i ca l
strain, particularly during
the intense Texas summer
heat.

“Our officers have given
a lot of positive feedback on
the eBikes, noting that
they make it easier to pa-
trol longer distances quick-
l y  a n d  w i t h o u t
exhaustion,” says Tracy
Harrison, NHD Vice Pres-
ident of Public Safety.

With regular bicycles,
officers have to mount the
bike on the squad car and
drive to a destination to
dismount and patrol. An
eBike eliminates this re-
quirement, allowing them
to spend more time on the
bike actively patrolling.

“Our officers have given
a lot of positive feedback on

HPD enhance North Houston
safety with new eBike patrols,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the eBikes, noting that
they make it easier to pa-
trol longer distances quick-
l y  a n d  w i t h o u t
exhaustion.” Tracy Harri-
son, NHD’s Vice President
of Public Safety

eBike Safety & Oper-
ation

The officers that you see
on eBikes receive special
training and certification.
If you are considering own-
ing an eBike for yourself,
it’s important to do some
research on city ordinanc-
es, as riders must comply
with all local laws.

While eBikes are legal

to operate without a li-
cense, there are still laws
and age restrictions to
keep in mind. For example,
local ordinances require
helmets for riders under
age  14 .  Important ly ,
eBikes are allowed where
other bicycles are permit-
ted, including streets and
bike lanes, but sidewalk
riding is prohibited, and
top speed is capped at 20
mph.

Please be aware of oth-
er motorists and pedestri-
ans on the roadways and
always prioritize the safe-
ty of yourself and others.
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