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Continued. See DIANA HOOVER’S
GENEROUS HOMECOMING, Page 5

East Aldine Offers
Free Community
Walking Group

Residents looking for a
fun and healthy way to
stay active are invited to
join the East Aldine FREE
Walking Group, a
community fitness
program that offers
regularly scheduled
group walks throughout
the week.

The walking group
meets every Wednesday
at 7 p.m. and Saturday
at 7 a.m. at the East
Aldine District
Amphitheater, located
at 2909 East Aldine
Amphitheatre Drive,
Houston, TX 77039.

The walking group is
part of the Fit Houston
initiative and is supported
by several community
partners, including Hope
Clinic, REACH,
BakerRipley, the East
Aldine Management
District, Harris County
Precinct 2 Commis-
sioner Adrian Garcia,
and H-E-B.

Residents are encour-
aged to simply show up
at the scheduled meeting
times and enjoy a free
walk with friends and
neighbors. Continued. See WEST ROAD

SIDEWALK PROJECT, Page 8

Continued. See GOVERNOR ABBOTT HALTS, Page 3

By Sheila Adams
Business/Community,
District, Goodman
Elementary

For Diana Hoover, re-
turning to Goodman Ele-
mentary is more than a
visit, it’s a homecoming.

Hoover recently re-
turned to the campus
where she began kinder-
garten and presented
Goodman Elementary
teachers with a $5,000 do-
nation.

This isn’t the first time
Hoover has given back.
Three years ago, she do-
nated $25,000 to Goodman
Elementary teachers to
improve their teachers’
lounge. Her latest gift con-
tinues a tradition of gener-
osity rooted in a deep
personal connection to the

Daughter of Goodman Elementary Namesake
Gives Back, Honors Family Legacy in Aldine ISD

Diana Hoover (center) with the Aldine Education Foundation director, Aldine ISD leaders and Goodman Elementary
staff during her visit to Goodman Elementary.

school, its teachers and the
Aldine community.

“ M y  m o t h e r  w a s  a
teacher here,” Hoover told

Goodman staff. “She start-
ed out as a first-grade
teacher.”

Hoover recalled her own

first-grade teacher, Naomi
Black, wife of Black Ele-
mentary namesake Ken-
neth Black. She shared

memories of growing up
across the street from the
school. She even remem-
bered one of her earliest
lessons in humility when
Mrs. Black had to tell
Hoover’s mother that her
daughter needed to learn
that she was not the boss
of the first-grade class.

Hoover recalled per-
forming in The Wizard of
Oz on the very stage in the
cafeteria where she stood
during her  vis i t .  She
played the Scarecrow and
remembered doing her
“clumsy act” so convincing-
ly that she fell down the
stairs and knocked over a
flag.

“I had a wonderful expe-
rience here,” she said. “We

By David Taylor
Managing Editor

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg
Abbott has directed the
Public Utility Commission
of Texas and the Electric
Reliability Council of Tex-
as to halt proposed data
center projects from mov-
ing forward until state reg-
ulators verify critical
details about how the facil-
ities would operate, from
their electricity and water
demands to their owner-
ship and community im-
pacts.

The directive, issued
Monday, Aug. 3, requires
PUCT and ERCOT to con-
duct a comprehensive ver-
ification and audit of all
data centers advancing
through ERCOT’s inter-
connection process before
any additional projects are

Abbott pauses Texas data center
projects pending state audit

approved. Projects that do not comply with
requirements set by the agencies or state
law will be denied connection to the Texas
grid.

“Our top priority is to protect Texans’
safety and quality of life,” Abbott said.
“Any project that fails to comply with the
requirements set forth by the PUCT and
ERCOT, and by state law, must be denied
connection to the Texas grid. Simply put,
Texans must come first.”

ERCOT is reviewing more than 474 gi-
gawatts of requests to connect to the state

By Allan Jamail

Jacinto City, TX. ~ I dedicate this arti-
cle to Susan Lynn Hoffman, the daugh-
ter of the North Channel Star Editor and
Publisher Gilbert Hoffman. She died un-
expectedly May 23, 2023 at the age of 64,
from Cardiac Arrest suffered during a
scheduled heart procedure.

In Honor of Susan Lynn Hoffman

Summer Pet Care In 2026

Jacinto City citizens with their pets… L – R: Angelica
Torres (**The Sourdough Girl) with Kasper & Maria Torres
holding Luna their family pets.(Photo by Allan Jamail)

Susan’s interests in-
cluded taking care for ev-
ery conceivable  stray
animal she encountered.

She cared for many
stray animals, including
cats, dogs, and birds. She
kept some, but found

Foster homes when pos-
sible. She supported ani-
m a l  s h e l t e r s  a n d
encouraged others to

do the same. Susan, Sgt.
Pierson and I love dogs and
cats, we have this in com-
mon.

On July 30, 2026 at the
Jacinto City Park I met pet
loving citizens Angelica
Torres (The Sourdough
Girl) and her mom Maria
Torres along with their pet
dogs Kasper and Luna.
(see photo)

E X T R E M E  H E A T

Continued. See PROTECT PETS FROM
EXTREME SUMMER HEAT, Page 2

The North Houston
District was recently
awarded grant funding
for a major sidewalk im-
p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t
through Harris County
Precinct 2 Commission-
er Adrian Garcia’s Of-
fice. The Precinct 2
grant program identi-
fies projects that will
help move the needle on
increasing public safety
and access for the Pre-
cinct’s Aldine-East and
Aldine-West corridors.
A representative from
Commissioner Garcia’s

Harris County Precinct 2 Provides Grant
Funding for West Road Sidewalk Project

West Road Sidewalks - Proposed Typical Section

Office recently shared
details about the grant
program and the ongo-
ing partnership with
NHD.

Collaborating for
Positive Change

In January 2026, the
North Houston District
applied for grant fund-
ing for a major sidewalk
improvement project
along West Road. We
are pleased to announce
that a grant in the

Harris County Public
Health Connect Program
Friday | August 14 th &
28th | 10am - 1pm
Navigator help with
state benefit programs
&
Harris Health Financial
Assistance Program
(Gold Card). Walk-ins
ONLY

Senior United Event
Thursday | August 20th
| 12 -1:30pm
Enjoy your afternoon
with BakerRipley and
Sory Mingo, from
Everyone-COUNTS. Call
to register. Limited spots
are
available.
Where: BakerRipley East
Aldine Campus
3000 Aldine Mail Route
Rd.
Houston, Texas 77039
(346) 570- 4463

East Aldine District:
Futbol Para Todos
Soccer Camp
Building Skills &
Community!Our soccer
clinics are making a big
impact in East Aldine!
Kids are learning new
skills, staying active,
and building confi-
dence on the field.
With strong daily
turnout, the program is
creating a fun, inclusive
space for young
athletes to grow.
Interested in learning
about the next opportu-
nity, visit https://
eastaldine.futbol/
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H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower

8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

Protect pets from
extreme summer heat,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WAVE CONCERNS: An-
gelica and Maria were anx-
ious to help with my article
in hopes readers would
take notice of it and take
some special care and ex-
tra steps this summer to
prevent the mistreatment
of pets.

It’s highly recommend-
ed instead of the normal
summer care for pets pet
owners this summer will
change their outdoor pets
water several times each
day to insure they have
plenty of cool fresh water
and sufficient shade they
can get out of the blazing
hot sun light.

The Texas Safe Outdoor
Act (TSOA) is a law which
requires pet owners to ad-
here to and or conform to
or risk prosecution. The
law strikes the 24-hour
waiting period so animal
services and law enforce-
ment can take immediate
action for dogs in distress.

The TSOA in Texas will
be enforced by local gov-
ernments and law enforce-
ment agencies and their
officers. Cities and coun-
ties may appoint animal
control officers to enforce
animal-related laws and
respond to complaints
from the public. Law en-
forcement agencies can en-
force laws relating to
dangerous dogs that can
attack people.

Patrol officers are on
watch for outside pets be-
ing placed on a short leash
less than 10 feet long in vi-
olation of TSOA. Also for
anything that appears to
be inflicting the mistreat-
ment of a dog or cat.

Penalties for violating
the new dog and cat laws
include fines, seizure of the
animal and even criminal
charges  and someone
found guilty of animal cru-
elty could face jail time.

Some people take good
care of their pets while at
home indoors but then
without thinking they’ll
take their dogs out for a
walk not realizing the hot
pavement is well over 150
degrees on their paws.
They sometime fail to re-
alize the pavement tem-
peratures are as hot on the
dog’s paws exactly as it
would be on their own bare
feet. This is animal cruel-
ty even though it’s unin-
tentional.

HEAT STROKE SYMP-
TOMS & TREATMENT

Texas law requires
fresh cool water be made
available to outdoor pets to
prevent them from over-
heating and having a heat
stroke and providing for
their pets some shaded
shelter out of the blazing
hot sun.

Dogs or cats suffering
from a heat stroke may
have some of these symp-

toms; they’ll lie down, pant
when breathing, have ex-
cessive drooling, has a fast
heart beat. FIRST AID
TREATMENT: immedi-
ately cool down the pet by
wetting it with cool water
but not ice water put a fan
on it and take it to a veter-
inarian.

ALL DOGS & CATS
REQUIRED TO BE REG-
ISTERED & LICENSED
IN THEIR CITY EVERY 6
MONTHS

According to the Texas
Health and Safety Code
Chapter 828, all dogs and
cats must be registered
with the local animal ser-
vices agency by the time
the animal is four months
old.

 NEW TEXAS LAW: Pet
owners must now renew
their pet’s registration ev-
ery six months rather than
annually. This change
aims to encourage more
frequent veterinary visits
and ensure vaccinations
stay up-to-date. Failure to
register or renew a pet’s li-
cense may result in late
fees or civil penalties.
However, some municipal-
ities are using positive re-
inforcement by offering
registration discounts for
micro chipped pets.

TEXAS LAW MAN-
DATES ALL DOGS &
CATS MUST BE VACCI-
NATED

In Texas, all dogs and
cats over 3 months of age
must be vaccinated against
rabies by a licensed veter-
inarian. The rabies vaccine
must be administered ev-
ery 1 or 3 years depending
on the type of vaccine used.

Failure to vaccinate
dogs against rabies may
result in fines and owners
can face criminal charges
for allowing unvaccinated
dogs to expose others to
rabies. The city may also
impose quarantines on
dogs without proof of ra-
bies vaccination.

T Y I N G  O U T D O O R
DOGS / 10 FOOT RULE /
DOG CHAINING IS ILLE-
GAL

Texas passed the Safe
Outdoor Dogs Act (TSOA)
which establishes rules
about tying and chaining
dogs outdoors. Dog on
chains is illegal. The main
changes include:

All dogs must be kept on
a leash or have a physical
barrier separating them
from the public when out-
side of their owner’s prop-
erty.

Dogs cannot be tied un-
attended outdoors with a
restraint less than 10 feet
long.

The leash must be at-
tached to a proper collar or
harness ,  not  d irect ly
around the dog’s neck. Tied
up dogs must have access
to drinkable water and ad-

equate shelter from the
sun, heat or freezing tem-
peratures.

Under the TSOAct own-
ers are now barred from
tying up their dogs outside
with chains or weighed-
down restraints .  The
length of an outdoor re-
straint must be 10 feet
long or five times the dog’s
length from nose to tail. A
good walking leash length
in order to keep control of
a dog is from four to six feet
and not over ten feet.

Tying up a dog outside
is prohibited when a heat
advisory or hurricane,
tropical storm, or severe
thunderstorm warning has
been issued. Tying dogs
outdoors is banned when
the temperature drops be-
low 32°F for more than 4
consecutive hours.

These rules aim to pre-
vent inhumane treatment
and dangerous conditions
for outdoor dogs in Texas.
Violations are punishable
under the state’s animal
cruelty laws.

As a patrolman before I
became chief of police~city
marshal I had the city’s
first official K-9 dog that
was used on patrol in a po-
l ice unit.  My German
Shepherd’s name was Su-
san but called Susie for
short. Susie helped me one
night apprehend a crimi-
nal who broke into the of-
fice of the Houston Wiper
& Mill Supply Co. When
out at night patrolling Su-
sie always gave me a sense
of security, I kept her win-
dow down, when stopping
a vehicle as I talked to a
driver she would bark loud
and the driver knew my K-
9 was watching and near-
by.

To review the Texas
Laws: Chapter 821 of the
Texas Health and Safety
Code & Dangerous Dogs
Chapter 822, Subchapters
A & B, of the Texas Health
and Safety Code.

REPORTING PET MIS-
TREATMENT: The public
plays a role by reporting
violations. Call your local
law enforcement agency
any time you suspect an
animal’s basic needs are
not being met. Phone num-
bers to keep in your cell
phone for reporting any
crime: Houston Police –
713-884-3131,  Harris
County Sheriff Office 713-
221-6000, Jacinto City Po-
l i c e  –  7 1 3 - 6 7 2 - 2 4 5 5 ,
Galena Park Police – 713-
675-3471, Constable Pct. 2
Jerry Garcia - 713-477-
4070, Constable Pct. 3
Sherman Eagleton - 713-
274-2500.

**Angelica Torres (The
Sourdough Girl) the own-
er of the Dosey Dough Bak-
ery,  she takes orders
through her website on
Hotp la te . c om/ange l i -
cabakes.

Backtoschool shop-
ping just got sweeter
in East Aldine!

Buy local in the
month of August and
earn 10% cash back
with Open Rewards.

It’s a FREE program that puts money right
back in your pocket while supporting business-
es in our district.

Sign up, download the app, snap a photo of
your receipt… boom, rewards.

Shop smart, shop local, and keep East Aldi-
ne thriving.

Open Rewards: 10%
Cash Back in August
for Back-to-School
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grid, a figure more than
five times Texas’ record
peak electricity demand in
the ERCOT region. State
officials said about 90 per-
cent of those new power
requests are tied to data
centers, raising concerns
that rapid load growth
could threaten grid reli-
ability if projects are not
fully vetted.

Abbott’s latest order
builds on his June 10 di-
rective and requires state
regulators to obtain de-
tailed information from
each data center project
before allowing construc-
tion-related approvals to
proceed through the inter-
connection process. The
required information in-
cludes whether developers
are paying their own way
or relying on state or local
financial assistance, in-
cluding tax incentives,
grants, abatements or oth-
er public support.

The governor also di-
rected PUCT and ERCOT
to determine whether each
project will provide its own
electricity or rely on the
ERCOT grid, including
projected annual and peak
electricity consumption
and any plans to build or
procure on-site generation.
Regulators must also re-
view projected water use,
anticipated water sources,
cooling technology and
whether facilities will use
air-cooled, closed-loop or
other water-efficient sys-
tems.

Projects must also dis-
close steps to reduce im-
pacts  on  neighbor ing
property owners and com-
munities, including noise
mitigation, light controls,
setbacks, traffic improve-
ments and emergency re-
s p o n s e  c o o r d i n a t i o n .
Abbott’s directive further
requires information about
ownership and controlling
interests in each project.

Earlier directive sought
to shield ratepayers

In his June 10 directive,
Abbott told PUCT and ER-
COT to take immediate
steps to protect residential
ratepayers from costs asso-
ciated with data center ex-
pansion.

“Data centers must op-
erate in ways that reduce
costs for residential elec-
tricity customers, do not
drain water needed for our
communities, and take
into consideration the
needs of our neighbor-
hoods,” Abbott said at the
time.

That earlier order re-
quired the PUC to make
data centers fully fund the
electric infrastructure
needed to serve their oper-
ations so those costs are
not shifted to residential
ratepayers. It also direct-
ed the PUC and ERCOT to
identify additional actions
within their authority to
safeguard residential and
small business customers
and submit a joint memo-
randum to the governor’s
office by July 17, 2026.

Governor Abbott halts
Texas data center projects
amid grid reliability,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Abbott also directed the
PUC to initiate action by
July 31, 2026, to reduce
residential transmission
costs. He pledged to work
with lawmakers next ses-
sion to codify protections
requiring data centers to
add to Texas’ electric ca-
pacity rather than simply
increasing demand, use
water-efficient cooling sys-
tems, report accurate elec-
tricity and water usage
data, phase out outdated
tax incentives and adopt
practices such as setbacks
and noise reduction to pro-
tect nearby communities.

With the latest direc-
tive, Abbott signaled that
proposed data centers will
face a more rigorous state
review before they can
move ahead in Texas’ rap-
idly expanding technology
and artificial intelligence
infrastructure market.

Data centers are al-
ready a major presence in
Texas, though estimates
vary widely because pub-
lic trackers use different
definitions and reporting
methods. Some industry
databases count roughly
129 to more than 200 op-
erating facilities in the
state, while broader mar-
ket estimates place the to-
tal above 600. Texas does
not appear to maintain a
single official historical in-
ventory, and available
public sources do not clear-
ly identify the first data
center built in the state.

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

ALDINE — College
football is coming to Aldi-
ne this fall as Texas South-
ern University prepares to
play five of its 2026 home
games at W.W. Thorne
Stadium, giving local resi-
dents an opportunity to see
NCAA Division I football
at an Aldine ISD facility.

The Tigers are sched-
uled to open their 2026
season at Thorne Stadium
on Saturday, Aug. 29,
against North Carolina
Central University. The
game is scheduled for a 6
p.m. kickoff.

T e x a s  S o u t h e r n  i s
scheduled to use Thorne
Stadium for five home con-
tests during the season. In
addition to the North Caro-
lina Central game, the Ti-
gers are scheduled to host
Mississippi Valley State on
Oct. 10, Grambling State
on Oct. 31, Alabama State
on Nov. 7 and Arkansas-
Pine Bluff on Nov. 21.

The Tigers’ other sched-
uled home game, against
Southern University on
Oct. 24, is slated to be
played at NRG Stadium.

The temporary move
brings a full slate of college
football games to the Aldi-
ne area and is expected to
attract players, families
and fans from throughout
the Houston region and
beyond.

W.W. Thorne Stadium,
located on Aldine Bender
Road, is one of Aldine
ISD’s primary athletic fa-
cilities. The stadium has a
listed seating capacity of
approximately 10,000 and
regularly hosts high school
football games involving
Aldine ISD schools.

The  season  opener
against North Carolina

Texas Southern Brings Five Home
Games to Thorne Stadium

Central also marks a first
meeting between the two
football programs in Hous-
ton, according to published
team information.

For Aldine-area resi-
dents, the schedule pro-
v i d e s  a n  u n u s u a l
opportunity to watch an
NCAA Division I football
program play multiple
games at a stadium nor-
mally associated with local
high school athletics.

Texas Southern’s 2026
schedule also includes sev-
eral prominent Southwest-
ern Athletic Conference
m a t c h u p s ,  i n c l u d i n g
games against Grambling
State and Southern Uni-
versity.

Additional details re-
garding stadium opera-
tions, parking, security,
ticketing and the agree-
m e n t  b e t w e e n  T e x a s
Southern and Aldine ISD
were not included in the
team’s publicly announced
schedule. Those details
could be addressed by Al-
dine ISD officials as the
season approaches.

The first TSU game at
Thorne Stadium is sched-
uled for Aug. 29.

(Sources: Texas South-
ern University 2026 foot-
ba l l  s chedu le ;  Nor th
Carolina Central Universi-
ty Athletics; published
Houston-area sports re-
ports.)
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Happy
Anticipation

Cyclosporiasis mostly in two regions in state

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5832 Star
L a n e ,  H o u s t o n  T X  7 7 0 5 7  o r  a n  e m a i l  t o
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to
about 200. Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

The Iran War is eating
Trump’s presidency

Nearly three-fourths of
cyclosporiasis cases de-
tected in Texas have been
c o n f i n e d  t o  t w o
regions, The Dallas Morn-
ing News reported. The
Texas Department of
State Health Services pro-
vided numbers for each of
the state’s eight public
health regions. Most cas-
es this year, from the be-
ginning of May until late
July, have been reported
in two regions: Region 11
and Region 6/5S.

Region 11 includes Cor-
pus Christi and the south-
ernmost part of Texas. Of
the 106 lab-confirmed cas-
es statewide, 48 were re-
ported from that region —
or 45%. Region 6/5S in-
cludes the city of Houston
and Harris County, and
an additional 29 cases
were reported in that re-
gion. Together, the two re-
gions account for roughly
73% of the state’s cases.

The diarrhea-inducing
parasite has hit other
states hard. Michigan, for
example, has reported
thousands of cases. Texas
thus far has seen cyclospo-
riasis cases at about the
same level as in the past
few years.

THC HEMP PRODUCTS
ONCE AGAIN BANNED IN
TEXAS

Effective July 31, prod-
ucts containing cannab-
inoids such as delta-8
THC, delta-10 THC and
THCP are banned in Tex-
as, following a years-long
legal fight over state hemp
regulations, the Austin
A m e r i c a n -
Statesman reported.

The Texas Supreme
Court on May 1 upheld the
authority of the Texas De-
partment of State Health
Services to adopt rules
that in effect ban those
THC products.

The Texas Hemp Busi-
ness Council warned busi-
nesses  on July 15 to
prepare for the change.

“Businesses should
evaluate their inventory
and prepare to remove or
sell through products con-
taining more than trace
amounts of delta-8, delta-
10, delta-6, THCP, and
other cannabinoids that
fall within the reinstated
definition before the July
31 effective date,” the
council said.

Texas consumers are
now largely limited to in-
gestible and topical hemp
products made with com-
pliant delta-9 THC. Gum-
m i e s ,  e d i b l e s  a n d
beverages containing no
more than 0.3% delta-9
THC by dry weight re-
main legal.

PAXTON SAYS HE WILL
DEBATE TALARICO

Texas Attorney Gener-
al Ken Paxton said last
week that he will debate
state Rep. James Talarico,
D-Round Rock, in the
state’s U.S. Senate race,
though no date has been
s e t , T h e  T e x a s
Tribune reported.

Talarico, the Democrat-
ic nominee, said he had ac-
cepted invitations from
Texas media groups for
three debates. The Paxton
campaign confirmed it
had received the same de-
bate invitations and said
the attorney general plans
to debate but did not com-
mit to specific dates.

“Of course, we are going
to debate James Talarico,
and we look forward to en-
gaging with potential de-
bate hosts,” Paxton senior
adviser Nick Maddux said
in a statement.

Talarico has agreed to
televised debates on Sept.
22 in the Rio Grande Val-
ley; Oct. 6 in Dallas; and
Oct. 13 in Austin.

Maddux said the Pax-
ton campaign was “close to
terms with one outlet now
and expect an announce-
ment to be forthcoming
shortly.”

Meanwhile, a new Fox
polls shows Talarico with
a slight lead, according to
the Houston Chronicle.
The poll shows him lead-
ing  Paxton  by  three
points, 51-48, boosted by
strong leads among inde-

pendent voters and other
key constituencies.

VOTERS WRONGLY
FLAGGED AS POTENTIAL
NONCITIZENS

Election officials across
Texas should immediate-
ly reinstate some voters
who were incorrectly
flagged as possible noncit-
izens through a federal
program, according to The
Tribune. Christina Ad-
kins, the state elections
director, told county offi-
cials in a phone call that
Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety records have
confirmed the citizenship
of some of the 2,724 regis-
tered voters singled out as
potential noncitizens.

The voters were flagged
after the state checked its
voter roll through a feder-
al program called System-
atic Alien Verification for
Entitlements, or SAVE,
that is used to verify the
citizenship of registered
voters.

Former Secretary of
State Jane Nelson sent a
letter in April to U.S. Cit-
izenship and Immigration
Services that raised con-
cerns about the accuracy
of the SAVE program, af-
ter county election offi-
c i a l s  f o u n d  c i t i z e n s
wrongly labeled nonciti-
zens.

ABBOTT PLAN CALLS FOR
LOWER HEALTH
INSURANCE COSTS

Gov. Greg Abbott last
week revealed plans to
lower health insurance
costs and drug prices by
making it cheaper for
small businesses to offer
insurance to their work-
e r s ,
the Chronicle reported.
He said state mandates
have made it too expen-
sive for many small busi-
nesses to offer health
insurance for their em-
ployees.

Abbott called for legis-
lation that would allow
those businesses to offer
plans that don’t meet all
state mandates that ex-
ceed what is required by
the federal government.
That generally would
mean thinner coverage for
employees.

“Small businesses want
to provide their employees
with health care insur-
ance. It’s just good policy,
it’s a good strategy, but
also, it’s essential for them
to be able to compete with
other employers,” Abbott
said at a campaign event.

The state leads the na-
tion in uninsured people,
with some 5 million Tex-
ans lacking health insur-
ance.

Gary Borders is a vet-
eran award-winning Tex-
a s  j o u r n a l i s t .  H e
published a number of
community newspapers in
Texas during a 30-year
span, including in Long-
view, Fort Stockton, Na-
cogdoches, Lufkin and
Cedar Park. Email:
gborders@texaspress.com.

Since my niece, Isabelle, was
little, she was always a planner.
She was the only kindergartner
I knew who laid out her outfit
for the following day on her bed
the night before.

“Which tights do you think I
should wear?” she would ask
me, very seriously. She would
have her outfit laid out on the
bed with two competing pairs of
tights, and I would be tasked
with determining which color
would best complete the ensem-
ble. I usually thought that ei-
ther would work nicely. But I
admired how Isabelle was ready
for the next demanding day at
kindergarten. At some point
early on, Isabelle had grasped
the idea that the future was
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  c o u l d  b e
planned, and she ran with it.

We would be on our way to a
restaurant with my mom and
dad, and Isabelle would be over-
whelmed with excitement for
what the day would bring. “Af-
ter we have lunch, Grandpa, can
we play downstairs? And after
that, can we go swimming? And
after that—”

This would go on and on. If
she wasn’t stopped, Isabelle
could easily have mapped out
the rest of our lives on the drive
to lunch.

“I’m not planning anything!”
my father (Isabelle’s grandpa)
would finally say.

I knew this was a lie; my dad
has always been a planner. He
always said that at least half the
fun of a vacation was planning
it. I come from a family of plan-
ners, and so the fact that Isa-
belle enjoyed anticipating the
future so much should come as
no surprise. And while it could
get a little tiresome, having ev-
ery moment planned out in ex-
cruciating detail, I understood
where Isabelle was coming from.
It’s nice to have something to
look forward to.

Isabelle just got back from a
year in Argentina. She loved it,
she tells me. I wrote to her while
she was still there and asked if
she wanted to go to a musical
when she got back. She said that
she did. We went out to dinner
and then we saw a musical to-
gether, just as we used to before
she went away. I knew she was
sad to leave Argentina, and the
musical gave her something to
look forward to.

I buy tickets to musicals
months in advance and look for-
ward to the event with happy
anticipation. My husband, Pe-
ter, can tell you when we will
travel to Mexico many months
before we do. I have a reason-
ably good idea of what I will be
working on for months in ad-
vance. The good part about this
is that I always have something
to look forward to. The trouble
with it is that sometimes, by the
time the event arrives, it is al-
most an anticlimax. I wonder if
my life lacks spontaneity. I wor-
ry that I am falling into a rut.

But there is an old saying:
“Man plans, God laughs.” And
it’s true, much of my life does
not turn out the way I expect. I
never know what the future will
bring. As good as Isabelle is at
planning tomorrow’s outfit, the
direction her life will take is still
unknown. The same is true for
all of us.

So maybe it is a good thing
to have small plans to look for-
ward to with happy anticipa-
tion. My big plans will often
have to change, and life will
hand out disappointments, no
matter how well I plan. It’s good
to have some small, sweet mo-
ments I can look forward to. And
it’s important to be wearing the
right color tights when they
happen.

Till next time,
Carrie

An Iran war that was supposed to be brief, and
then was supposed to be over, is imposing an in-
creasing price on Donald Trump’s presidency.

We’ve seen a second term of a Republican ad-
ministration go this way before. There are dis-
tinct echoes of George W. Bush’s Iraq War — the
conflict that Trump has long excoriated —in the
president’s predicament.

Now, the Iran War is different from Iraq. There
is no ground invasion, no regime change, no occu-
pation, no counterinsurgency. The casualties
aren’t close to the same scale, and Donald Trump
has been fighting Iran for months, whereas
George W. Bush was embroiled in Iraq for years
(and so were his successors).

Yet, the political trajectory looks similar. Then,
as now, an unpopular conflict is putting down-
ward pressure on a Republican president’s ap-
proval rating.

Mainstream pollsters routinely have Trump’s
approval rating below 40%, and some put it be-
low 35%; Fox News has him at 39%, while CNN
(34%) and AP (33%) are lower. At this juncture of
Bush’s second term, his average approval rating
was a roughly comparable 38%, although he had
further to fall as the war continued and the fi-
nancial crisis hit.

If the Iran War is not exacting nearly the same
price in blood and treasure as the Iraq War, it is
inflicting a direct economic cost on Americans that
wasn’t present during the Iraq war.

It was often said of violent clashes in the streets
of the U.S. in the 1960s, “The Vietnam War has
come home.” Well, the Iran War came home the
first time the average price per gallon of gasoline
went above $4. Trump would have much more lee-
way to engage in a protracted operation to bring
Iran to heel if the public could, in effect, forget
about the war for a while, but there’s a reminder
every day of what’s happening in the Strait of Hor-
muz on gas signs across America.

In the CNN poll, 28% approve Trump’s han-
dling of Iran, while 25% approve his handling of
inflation and 21% of gas prices. These issues are
related. Trump wants his presidency to matter.
So, rather than being content with doing whatev-
er he could at the margins to lower prices, he went
for big, legacy-defining initiatives — tariffs and
the Iran War — that raised prices. In so doing, he
forfeited his signature issue of economic steward-
ship. In the latest Fox News poll, 33% approve of
his handling of the economy and 67% disapprove.

When the memorandum of understanding with
Iran was signed, Trump boasted about how, by
reopening the strait, it would avoid greater eco-
nomic distress; he said he didn’t want to be an-
other Herbert Hoover. Now, the strait is basically
closed again. Absent another deal, he’s faced with
the choice of escalation or an ongoing low-level
conflict, neither of which is going to be palatable
to the public.

The CNN poll found that nearly three-quar-
ters of Americans think Trump hasn’t paid enough
attention to the country’s most pressing problems.
The fact is that Iran wasn’t a priority for the pub-
lic and there was no attempt by the White House
to make it one until after it had already launched
the war.

Just as Bush’s success in toppling the Taliban
created the predicate for the Iraq War, Trump’s
stunning capture of Nicolas Maduro made it eas-
ier to believe that the Iran war would be a cake-
walk. The idealistic establishment Republican
and the “America First” populist both got lured
into overestimating the efficacy of American mil-
itary power.

We still don’t know how the Iran war will end.
Perhaps Trump will manage a satisfactory con-
clusion, and he has more room to bounce back up
again politically than Bush did after years of the
Iraq War. Still, the next Republican president
would be well served to be more prudent and
mindful of worst-case scenarios when launching
major military operations than either of his two,
otherwise very different, GOP predecessors.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Diana Hoover’s generous homecoming: A $5,000 donation to
support teachers,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

all had such wonderful ex-
periences here.”

Hoover’s connection to
Goodman Elementary is
part of a much larger fam-
ily legacy in Aldine ISD.

Her father, Ralph Good-
man, dedicated nearly 40
years of his career to the
school district. After com-
ing to Aldine from El Cam-
po, Texas, he began his
career as a high school
band director at Aldine Se-
nior High School. He later
served as an elementary
principal, moved into ad-
ministration and eventual-
ly became Aldine ISD’s
Director of Fine Arts.

Following his death, the
district named the school
in his honor.

What was once Hidden
Valley Elementary became
Ralph Goodman Elemen-
tary, creating a lasting
tribute to a man who de-
voted much of his life to
A l d i n e  s t u d e n t s  a n d
schools.

“For all of us, it was a
gift,” Hoover said of the
decision to name the school
after her father.

Hoover continues to
honor that legacy through
her support of  Aldine

teachers.
Hoover, whose mother

and father were both edu-
cators, said she has always
believed teachers deserve
greater recognition for
their work. She earned a
degree in special education
and briefly experienced the
classroom herself, teach-
ing in a resource room.

“I cannot imagine how
difficult your job is now
with cell phones and the
internet and AI,” Hoover
said, drawing laughter
from the teachers. “For me,
yes, the children are im-
portant. That’s the reason

we’re here, but the chil-
dren get a lot of attention.
You guys don’t.”

That belief is at the
heart of her generosity.

When she made her first
$25,000 donation, Hoover
specifically asked that the
money be used to improve
the l ives of  Goodman
teachers.

“When we had the op-
portunity to donate again,
I asked what we could do
to make the beginning of
this school year a little bit
easier for you,” she said.
“That’s all I want to do: to

support you guys the best
way that we can.”

As the new school year
approaches,  Goodman
staff are preparing to wel-
come students back to
campus on Wednesday,
Aug 12. For some students,
school is more than a place
to learn. It can be a place
of stability, encourage-
ment and belonging.

As Goodman educators
greet students, acknowl-
edge them and remind
them that they matter,
they may never know the
full impact of the young
people sitting in their

classrooms.
“One of those students

could become a CEO, a
pastor, a teacher, a doctor,
a dentist, an artist,” said
LaDon Ward, principal of
Goodman Elementary.

“Or perhaps another Di-
ana Hoover,” she said.

We want our kids to
leave here saying that they
had a developmental expe-
rience like Ms. Hoover
did,” Ward shared. “It
means so much for you to
just reach back and just
give.”

More than 50 years af-
t e r  s h e  f i r s t  w a l k e d

through the doors of the
school, Hoover returned
not simply as a former stu-
dent, but as a supporter
determined to give back to
the educators who contin-
ue to shape the lives of Al-
dine students.

The staff at Goodman
gave Hoover a framed pho-
tograph of her father that
had hung in the school.

“It says to me that the
people that you were en-
trusted to as a child did a
magnificent job,” Ward
said. “You had awesome
parents.”

More than two weeks have passed since an Immigrations and Customs En
forcement agent shot and killed Lorenzo Salgado Araujo. The Houston
community has called for clarity about what happened, and we have been

promised transparency. But I remain concerned that whatever we get will be clear as
mud.

I’m a former cop and sheriff whose agencies investigated officer-involved shoot-
ings. Here’s what worries me.

Federal agencies — including the FBI and Department of Homeland Security —
are investigating the shooting. But these days, it’s hard to trust a federal agency to
be independent if that could mean giving an answer President Donald Trump wouldn’t
like.

Also, on July 19, the New York Times reported that the FBI would “no longer
investigate confrontations with immigration agents,” and that even when the agency
does investigate, agents are instructed to focus on “claims of assaults against DHS
security agents” — not on whether the agents themselves might be at fault.

Still, the people of Houston deserve certain answers. If I were investigating, here
are six questions I would try to answer as quickly as possible.

Who are the agents involved in the shooting?
Whenever a Houston Police Department officer, Harris County sheriff’s deputy,

deputy constable or any other local law enforcement discharges their weapon and
hits someone, the officer’s identity is made public. Any previous disciplinary records
should also be made publicly available for review.

So, we ask, who shot Lorenzo Salgado?
What are the agents’ backgrounds?
People close to the ICE officer who recently killed a man in Maine have said that

the officer has had serious mental health problems since childhood. In fact, the agent’s
ex-wife said that “he had a bad tendency of going out and looking for fights.”

When he told her he’d been hired by ICE, she said she “thought he was being
delusional, and I didn’t believe it.”

What are the backgrounds of the agents involved in the Salgado shooting? Do they
have a history of mental health challenges? Do they have any previous criminal his-
tory? What was the vetting process that approved them?

When were the ICE officers first deployed?
We don’t know how long the agent and his crew have been in the field and deployed

in our city. Houston Chronicle reporter Jeremy Wallace recently asked how long it
took me, as sheriff, to trust a new deputy to do their job well. That’s a good question.

Just about any law enforcement commanding officer will tell you that it generally
takes a full year (six months in the academy, and six months of field training with a
veteran officer) for someone without experience to be comfortable and confident in
the job. For most law-enforcement agencies, applicants with some experience still go
through an abbreviated academy as well as a field training program.

Was this the agent’s first day or their fifth year on the job?
Where was the weapon, and where were the other officers, when the gun was fired?
Since Salgado was shot, I’ve had a lot of conversations with former colleagues at

HPD and the Harris County Sheriff’s Office. One thing that continues to confound us
is this: What position was the shooting officer in when he fired his weapon?

The details that are known through the media so far do not support the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s story. The argument that the vehicle was “weaponized”
so far is not supported even by partial evidence. Additionally, law enforcement agents
are trained to fire only in a direction that eliminates the risk of crossfire and avoids
the possibility of innocent casualties.

At this point of the investigation, there should already be a very clear understand-
ing of the chain of events, the positioning of the agents and the direction of the vehi-
cle.

Which agent or agents discharged their firearms? How many times did they shoot?
And in which direction? We ought to feel sure of this already.

Why is the federal government behaving this way?
Last week, a federal search warrant out of the Southern District of Texas was

made public in an unusual way — one that an attorney who has practiced for decades
said that he had never seen before. That warrant alleged that Salgado’s vehicle might
contain methamphetamine.

The family explained that the clear bags of white powder actually contained salt —
part of a homemade electrolyte solution. But even so, without any testing made pub-
lic, the new U.S. Attorney issued a statement saying there was possible narcotics
trafficking.

Are the feds attempting to taint Salgado’s reputation long after he was shot?
What training, equipment and resources did the agents have?
Since we don’t know who killed Salgado, we don’t know that agent’s background,

and we don’t know what equipment, including body cams, that the agents had access
to. DHS says it’s hired 12,000 new officers since the first of the year. Were these
officers part of that group? Have they completed a full training? We should know.

Based on the little that we know, here’s the only conclusion I can draw: A lot of
questions need answers, and every day that goes by without them erodes public confi-
dence.

Adrian Garcia is the Harris County commissioner who represents Precinct 2. He
was the sheriff of Harris County from 2009 to 2015.

Six questions we need still answered
about ICE and Lorenzo Salgado

By Bill King,

The SAVE America Act in-
cludes extensive provisions gov-
erning an individual ’s
requirements to register to vote in
a federal election. The Act is pre-
mised on a simple idea: anyone
registering to vote in a federal elec-
tion should provide proof of U.S.
citizenship. On its face, that seems
pretty reasonable. But this is defi-
nitely a case where the devil is in
the details.

The Act requires that a person
must present “documentary proof”
of citizenship to register. That will
generally be either a birth certifi-
cate, a passport, or a naturaliza-
tion certificate.1 For people with a
passport or a naturalization cer-
tificate, the process of proving citi-
zenship should be fairly
straightforward, although the Act
is silent on how the documentary
proof is to be “presented.” Some
commentators have suggested
that it must be presented in-per-
son.

According to the State Depart-
ment, there are currently about
170 million passports in circulation
and about 25 million Americans
have been naturalized. There are
about 235 million citizens who are
over 18. So, at least 40 million cit-
izens would have to rely on a birth
certificate to register.2

Here is where the details be-
gin getting a bit sticky. The Act re-
quires that the birth certificate
must be certified. I don’t know
about you, but I certainly do not
have a certified copy of mine. I re-
cently had to get a certified copy
for a probate matter I was helping
a friend with, and while it wasn’t
super hard, it was a bit of a hassle
and required a visit to the County
Clerk’s office. Of course, if some-
one has moved to Texas and has

Breaking Down the SAVE
America Act: Voter Registration

to track a certified copy from their
home state, that would be even
more of a hassle.

But here is the really important
aspect of the Act. This requirement
applies not only when a person
first registers. It also applies
when there is any change in a
person’s voter registration,
such as a change of address or
name. So, whenever you move,
you will need to dig out your pass-
port, naturalization certificate, or
certified birth certificate to update
the address on your voter
registration. Most states, includ-
ing Texas, allow voters to update
their voter registration address on-
line.

This burden will fall dispropor-
tionately on women, who are much
more likely than men to have
changed their legal names because
of marriage or divorce. A woman
whose birth certificate, passport,
or other citizenship document is in
a prior name may have to produce
a certified marriage certificate, di-
vorce decree, or other documenta-
tion — or sign an affidavit — to
connect that document to her cur-
rent voter-registration name. I
have a feeling that Republicans
would regret passing the Act with
provisions that are disproportion-
ately burdensome for women, es-
pecially considering they are
already struggling with women
voters. They might want to re-
member, “hell hath no fury …”

Documented cases of nonciti-
zens being registered to vote have
been very rare.

There is certainly no evidence
that noncitizens are registered to
vote in sufficient numbers to affect
election outcomes. Nonetheless,
requiring a person to provide proof
of citizenship when they first reg-
ister to vote is not a bad idea, if
only to reassure those who believe

registration of noncitizens is
widespread. But requiring a
person to prove their citizen-
ship every time they update
their address or name is
absurd. This requirement would
likely spark widespread outrage
across the political spectrum once
voters realize the hassles they will
face.

The other significant problem
is that the Act would impose ma-
jor new duties on local election of-
ficials while leaving many
implementation questions for
states and counties to work out
under tight deadlines. There is
simply no way to make contem-
plated changes to the registration
process this late in the election
season. If the bill were to pass, it
would immediately face multiple
legal challenges, almost certainly
delaying its implementation well
after the 2026 election.

Most Americans support the
concept that a person should pro-
vide proof of citizenship before be-
ing allowed to register to vote. It
is a commonsense notion. And it
could be implemented
rationally. But that is not what
these provisions are. Quite the op-
posite; they are poorly drafted,
with little thought given to their
practical effect on voters or elec-
tion administration. That is why
it is unlikely the SAVE Act will
ever be passed in its current form.

Note 1 – There are some other
documents that are acceptable, but
they are held by very few Ameri-
cans.

Note 2 – Because some pass-
ports are issued to children under
18, the State Department double-
counts passports and passport
cards, and because many natural-
ized citizens have passports, the
number is likely quite a bit high-
er.

OPINION
By HC Pct. 2 Commissioner

ADRIAN GARCIA

✯
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CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

CARPET SELL AND INSTALLATION

HOUSHOLD MULTISERVICES

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey
—
1. Is the book of Agrabah (KJV) in the Old or New Testament or neither?
2. By Roman reckoning what time of day did Jesus meet the Samarian woman
at the well? Daybreak, Noon, Midafternoon, Dusk
3. On the island of Patmos, to whom was the book of Revelation given?
John, Paul, Matthew, Luke
4. Who hid 100 prophets in two caves and supplied them food and water?
Solomon, Philemon, Obadiah, Hosea
5. On what day did God create the sun, moon and stars? 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th
6. The Semites were descended from Shem, the son of whom? Moses, Noah,
Paul, Jacob

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Noon, 3) John, 4) Obadiah, 5) Fourth, 6) Noah
Hardcore trivia fan? Visit Wilson Casey’s subscriber site at www.patreon.com/
triviaguy.
(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Sunny Sandler, Left, and Melanie Lynskey stars in “Don’t Say Good Luck.”

“Don’t Say Good Luck.”

Q:What ever happened to Barbara
Walters? I read that she passed away a
few years ago, but I don’t remember
hearing about it. — L.J.

A:Legendary broadcast journalist and ce-
lebrity interviewer Barbara Walters died in
2022 at the age of 93. She had retired from
“The View,” the syndicated talk show she co-
created, in 2014. According to her former co-
host Lisa Ling, Walters told her that they
made her quit as a host, but she remained
an executive producer up until her death.

If you have a subscription to Hulu or Dis-
ney+, you can watch the documentary “Bar-
bara Walters: Tell Me Everything,” which
features some wonderful archival footage of
Walters in her prime. In addition to her
highly rated annual Oscar-night special, she
interviewed many of the world’s most noto-
rious leaders, including Fidel Castro, the last
Shah of Iran, and Margaret Thatcher.

***
Q: I was rewatching the movie “O

Brother, Where Art Thou?” and noticed
that there are similarities to “The Od-
yssey.” Was this intentional? Also, what
ever happened to actor Tim Blake Nel-
son? — W.P.

A: Yes, way before the most recent adap-
tation of Homer’s ancient epic poem “The
Odyssey” was released by director Christo-
pher Nolan, the Coen Brothers put their own
spin on it. Their fantastic film “O Brother,
Where Art Thou?” was set in Mississippi
during the 1930s and starred George Cloon-
ey, John Turturro, and Tim Blake Nelson
as three escaped prisoners. On their jour-
ney, the three men encounter several figures
who were inspired by characters from “The
Odyssey.”

Both films, as well as the classic poem,
have similar characters. In the Coen Broth-
ers’ version, Clooney plays Ulysses, who’s
trying to get home to his wife, Penny. (Od-
ysseus from “The Odyssey” has a wife named
Penelope.) Ulysses meets a blind prophet at
the railroad. (This corresponds to the blind
seer Tiresias, who tells Odysseus a mysteri-
ous prophecy.) John Goodman plays “Big
Dan” Teague, a one-eyed man with an eye
patch (similar to the giant cyclops, Polyphe-
mus). Lastly, there are the three Sirens who
lure in Clooney et al., with their song that’s
much like the Sirens’ song in “The Odyssey.”

As for the wonderfully talented Tim Blake

Nelson, he’s carved out quite a career as a
character actor — most notably on HBO’s
“Watchmen,” which earned him a Critic’s
Choice Award nomination. Next up for him
is another HBO series — “Task” — where
he’ll star alongside Mark Ruffalo and Ma-
hershala Ali for its second season.

***
Q: I’ve seen that the main cast mem-

bers of “Ted Lasso” will be back for
its new season, but which characters
won’t be returning? — N.N.

A:Most of the beloved cast of Apple TV’s
“Ted Lasso” will be returning for its fourth
season — that is, Jason Sudeikis, Hannah
Waddingham, Juno Temple, Brett Gold-
stein and Brendan Hunt. However, Phil
Dunster, who played Jamie Tartt, won’t be
back, nor will Nick Mohammed (Nate Shel-
ley) or Sarah Niles (Dr. Sharon Fieldstone).

Since Ted will now be coaching a wom-
en’s soccer team, pretty much all of his
former team members are out, including
Cristo Fernandez’s Dani and Toheeb Ji-
moh’s Sam. Fernandez is actually living
out his lifelong dream of being a real pro-
fessional footballer with the El Paso Loco-
motive FC.

S e n d  m e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a t
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Broadcast journalist Barbara Walters (1929-2022)“Camp Rock 3” (TV-
G) — Almost 16 years af-
ter “Camp Rock 2: The
Final Jam” premiered on
The Disney Channel, the
third film of the series is
set to release on Aug. 14.
The film was announced
last fall, with news of the
Jonas Brothers (“A Very
Jonas Christmas Movie”)
and Maria Canals-Barrera
(“Wizards Beyond Waverly
Place”) returning to reprise
their roles. (Demi Lovato,
who played lead Mitchie
Torres in the previous
films, serves only as an ex-
ecutive producer.) The film
picks up as fictional band
Connect 3 (Joe, Nick and
Kevin Jonas) head back to
their beloved camp to find
a new opening act after the
original opener cancels at
the last minute. They plan
to host a competition, and
a few new campers, includ-
ing Sage (Liamani Segura)
and Fletch (Malachi Bar-
ton), have their sights set
on taking it all. (Disney+)

“ D o n ’ t  S a y  G o o d
Luck” (PG-13) — Adam
Sandler’s youngest daugh-
ter, Sunny Sandler (“Hap-
py Gilmore 2”), is slowly
starting to make a name
for herself! In this musical
teen drama, she stars as
15-year-old Sophie, oppo-
site Melanie Lynskey (“Yel-
lowjackets” )  and Max
Greenfield (“New Girl”). A
theater kid with dreams of
taking the stage as the lead
in her high school musical,
Sophie’s preparing for the
biggest audition of her life,
just as jaw-dropping news
hits her family. Her mom’s
(Lynskey) cancer has un-
fortunately returned, and
even though Sophie’s over-
joyed to eventually get the
part, the weight of her
mom’s illness overshadows
her happiness. With no
choice but to push through
and continue to live her
teenage life, Sophie must
balance her grief against
her aspirations and figure
out how to find a silver lin-

ing in the situation. Pre-
mieres Aug. 14. (Netflix)

“Busboys” (R) — This
goofy buddy-comedy film
was self-financed by come-
dians David Spade (“Out-
come”)  and Theo  Von
(“Sweet Dreams”), who also
decided to team up to star
together in the film. Mark-
ie (Spade) and Steef (Von)
are best friends in the sep-
tic cleaning sphere who are
craving more cash and an
easier life. After Markie’s
girlfriend gets seduced by
a waiter while they’re on a
date, he convinces Steef
that becoming waiters is
the key to an upgrade in
their life. So, the buds spot
an opening for busboys,
thinking it’ll be a quick
way to move up to being a
waiter. Much to their dis-
may, they realize they
weren’t the only ones who
had this idea, but viewers
shouldn’t underestimate
how willing Markie and
Steef are to cut corners to
get what they want. Out on
Aug. 14. (Hulu)

“The Gates” (R) — Ma-
son Gooding (“Scream 7”),
Algee Smith (“Euphoria”),
and Keith Powers (“Ug-
lies”) are the trio leading
this thriller film that’s out
now to stream. “The Gates”
follows three friends who
are on their way to meet up
with girls and decide to
take a dodgy shortcut to
outmaneuver the traffic.
They are led into a wealthy
gated community but get
lost, deciding to pull over
and ask one resident for
help. However, before they
can even utter a word, they
witness the resident suc-
cumb to death at the hands
of another. The killer, a
p a s t o r  n a m e d  J a c o b
(James Van Der Beek), is
hot on their trail and em-
ploys the help of other res-
idents in the community to
hunt the boys down. This
was Van Der Beek’s final
film role before he passed
on Feb. 11 of this year.
(Amazon Prime Video)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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amount of $242,500 was
recently awarded for
the project by Harris
County Precinct 2 Com-
missioner Garcia’s Of-
fice.

The full scope of the
project includes build-
ing new sidewalks on
the north and south
sides of West Road from
I-45 to Airline Drive.
The District will also be
adding missing cross-
walks on two legs of the
intersection of West
Road and Sweetwater
Lane.

“The West Road side-
walk project stood out
to the grant committee
because it aims to make
conditions safer for pe-
destrians, especially
students walking to
nearby schools. Addi-
tionally, all details of
the project were ready,
which meant construc-
tion could start sooner,”
Precinct 2 Spokesper-
son Scott Spiegel said of
the funding decision.

According to Robert
Fiederlein, NHD Vice
President of Planning &
Infrastructure,  the
project design should be
complete by the end of
October 2026, before
contractor bids in No-
vember, and awarding
the construction con-
tract in December (ten-
tatively). Construction
is expected to begin in
January of 2027.

The Need: A Con-
tinuous, Upgraded
Sidewalk Network

Currently, most of
the sidewalks along
West Road do not meet
the City of Houston’s
standard of  6-foot min-
imum width. There is

West Road sidewalk project gets $242,500 grant,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

also a large section of
missing sidewalk on the
south side of the road.
This sidewalk improve-
ment project will ad-
d r e s s  b o t h  o n c e
completed, with contin-
uous 6-foot sidewalks
on both sides of the
street.

This will make it saf-
er for the pedestrians
who use the sidewalks
to get to school or to the
restaurants and stores
in the area. The entire
north section of the
project borders Aldine
High School, where stu-
dents use the sidewalks
every day during the
school year.

In order to be chosen
for funding, the project
was reviewed to see
how it would benefit the
community. Spokesper-
s o n  S c o t t  S p i e g e l
shared that “Projects
are evaluated on the
basis of whether they
will improve safety, re-
duce flooding, make it
easier for people to get
around, and have a pos-
itive impact on the area.
We also consider how
leveraging combined

funds to build projects
w i l l  p r o d u c e  r e a l
change, and if this is the
best use of taxpayers’
dollars.”

With NHD and Pre-
cinct 2 in alignment on
the importance of ad-
dressing pedestrian
safety, the sidewalk im-
provement project was
a strong fit for a fund-
ing partnership.

“We are excited to
partner with North
Houston District on this
project because it will
mean families will ex-
perience real safety in
their everyday lives
once the work is com-
plete. We appreciate
the District coming to
us to partner, and we
look forward to a long
and fruitful relation-
ship,” Precinct 2 con-
firmed.

A Partnership Rooted
In Common Goals

The main goal of the
Precinct 2 grant pro-
gram is to help commu-
nities accomplish more
by working together.
“When one entity is not
solely responsible for

the cost of a whole
project, it makes the
work happen faster.
Precinct 2 partners
with cities, nonprofits,
c iv i c  c lubs ,  HOAs,
MUDs and any other el-
igible partners to share
costs,” Spiegel said.

Commissioner Gar-
cia encourages Precinct
2 staff to forge inter-
agency partnerships
and leverage resources
with neighboring com-
munities to get things
done for constituents.
“Put simply, we work
best when we work to-
gether. Combining re-
sources helps us move
more quickly and effi-
ciently. This means im-
provements for the
community come soon-
er—and when safety is
a major motivating fac-
tor, the work can’t hap-
pen quickly enough,”
Spiegel explained.

The North Houston
District has a similar
position on collabora-
tion. “Partnerships are
a big part of how the
District accomplishes
projects—nobody can
do it all. We are fortu-

nate that Commission-
er Garcia has priori-
tized sidewalks and
pedestrian safety. This
funding will allow us to
build new infrastruc-
ture that meets current
guidelines much quick-
er than if we had to
fund the project our-
selves,” Fiederlein said.

With both partners in
eager support of the
project, the work will be
completed within the
2027 calendar year.

“We are excited to
partner with North
Houston District on this
project because it will
mean families will ex-
perience real safety in
their everyday lives
once the work is com-
plete. We appreciate
the District coming to
us to partner, and we
look forward to a long
and fruitful relation-
ship,” Precinct 2 con-
firmed. Stay tuned for
updates as the project
progresses.

About the Precinct 2
Grant Program

The goal of the Har-
ris County Precinct 2

Partnership Program is
to ensure that the wide
array of Precinct 2 com-
munities have neigh-
borhoods that are both
safe and easy to navi-
gate. This can specifi-
cally include building or
fixing roads, sidewalks,
or drainage enhance-
ments. Precinct 2 has
even helped install
ADA-accessible play-
ground equipment and
fences at neighborhood
parks as part of the pro-
gram. Ultimately, the
grant program serves to
help improve the lives
of area residents.

Applications for the
Partnership Program
open once every year in
January. After all the
applications are re-
viewed, Precinct 2 se-
lects projects based on
how much funding is
available that year, how
much can be contribut-
ed by the partner orga-
nization, which projects
can start most quickly,
and, most importantly,
what impact the work
will have on the com-
munity.
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