
✯NEWS
NORTHEAST

Serving the Neighborhoods of Aldine, Greenspoint, US59 Eastex, Beltway 8 and North Forest for over 50 Years
VOL. 50, NO. 32        TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2026     HOUSTON, TEXAS         www.nenewsroom.com

ADVERTISERS
IN THIS ISSUE:
• ATOM X Hearing Aides ..... 2
• SunSetter Awnings ........... 2
• Safe step .......................... 3
• Stair Lifts .......................... 6

Help Support the Northeast
News. Call these Advertisers
for Information and NEN
receives a Fee. NO
PURCHASE Required.

NORTHEAST NEWS – Send News Tips and Ad Inquiries to 713-266-3444 or nenewsroom@aol.com

AVAILABLE
Your Ad Here

Your marketing Ad in this
newspaper generates

income for your business
and the community.

Thank you.

NORTHEAST NEWS
713-266-3444

NEWS
NOTES

Continued. See TRUSTEES
HIGHLIGHT ALDINE’S, Page 3

HCC students place among nation’s
top 20 in NASA Challenge

Aldine Board Recognizes Students, Staff

Continued. See HCC STUDENTS
FINISH AMONG NATION’S, Page 3

MacArthur Teacher
Earns Prestigious Award

Teacher Alexis
Ayala was
surprised with
his selection as
one of 12
recipients of
the 2026 Kinder
Excellence in
Teaching Award.
See story in page 8.

FOOTBALL SEASON WEEK1:
Labor Day weekend ushers in official start of
college football season: AISD’s five varsity
programs enter 2nd week of non-district games

KEENEY’s

KORNER
BY

MIKE KEENEY

Labor Day Weekend is here
and along with a three-day
break for many, it also means
the 2026 college football season
will kick off in earnest. Sure,
there were a handful of games
in Week 0, but nothing to get
that excited about, unless you’re
a TCU or North Carolina fan.

Week 1 brings with it games
from Thursday until Monday
night and is shocked full of
interesting intersectional
matchups from Lambeau Field
(No. 4-ranked Notre Dame vs.
Wisconsin), to Baton Rouge for
Lane Kiffin’s debut asNo. 11-
ranked  LSU’s head coach
against Dabo Swiney and
Clemson to Atlanta where
Baylor will take on Auburn.

Also on the first real
weekend of college action, No. 7
Miami, heads west on Friday
night to take on a Stanford team
that has not had a winning
season since 2018. Former

Stanford great and Indianapolis
No. 1 draft choice Andrew Luck
is now in charge of the football
program in Palo Alto. It will be
interesting to see how much, if
any, the Cardinal are improved
heading into their game with
last year’s College Football
Playoff runnerup.

Speaking of the CFP, the
reigning national champion, No.
6-ranked Indiana opens the
season at home against a North
Texas State team that finished
12-2 a year ago, but lost its head
coach, Guy Morris, and star QB

Drew Mestemaker (4,379 yards,
34 TDs) to Oklahoma State.
Morris and Mestemaker joined a
number of former NTSU players
who followed Morris to OSU.

Other interesting games in
Week 1 will feature No. 24-
ranked Louisville taking on No.
9-ranked Ole Miss on Sunday
and the long football weekend
will conclude on Labor Day
night when No. 19 SMU| takes
on Florida State in both teams’

Continued. See KEENEY’S KORNER,
Page 5

HOUSTON – Three
Houston City Col lege
(HCC) Honors College stu-
d e n t s  t r a n s f o r m e d  a
NASA-developed technolo-
gy into a proposed automo-
t i v e  s a f e t y  s y s t e m
designed to reduce night-
time headlight glare, earn-
ing a spot among the
nation’s top 20 teams at
the 2026 NASA ORBIT
Challenge.

T h e  N A S A  O R B I T
Challenge invites students
from colleges and univer-
sities across the country to
develop new applications
for NASA technologies.
The team from HCC in-
cluded Kayla Millender,
Sofia Waheed and Malexa
Patel, who advanced to the
final round and earned a
$15,000 team prize for
their innovation,  OR-
BEES, which is Optical

(L-R) Malexa Patel, Sofia Waheed and Kayla Millender represented HCC at
the 2026 NASA ORBIT competition and placed among the top 20 finalists

Redirecting Beams for En-
hanced Efficiency & Safe-
ty.

“Our students were
competing against mainly
four-year institutions,”
said Robin Reagler, Ph.D.,
Honors College director
and advisor. “Students

were  asked  to  se l e c t
NASA-developed patents
and scale them up. The
HCC students chose inno-
vations for Earth.”

The ORBEES project fo-

By Gerardo Hernandez,
STAFF WRITER

A $1 increase added to
Texans’ annual auto insur-
ance costs to combat cata-
lytic converter theft has
helped fund thousands of
Flock license plate-reading
cameras across the state,
according to an analysis by
The Texas Tribune.

T h e  M o t o r  V e h i c l e
Crime Prevention Author-
ity has directed at least
$30 million from the fee
toward expanding the
state’s network of Flock
cameras, which use artifi-
cial intelligence to identi-
fy and track vehicles.

Since the fee increase
was approved by the Tex-
as Legislature in 2023, the

Insurance Fee Funds Thousands
of Flock Cameras Across Texas

Flock Camera installed at the
intersection of John F Kennedy Blvd
and Aldine Mail Rte Rd.

authority has awarded at
least 95 grants that helped
law enforcement agencies

purchase and maintain
about 2,000 Flock camer-
as. Another $15.9 million
is being used by the Texas
Department of Public Safe-
ty to install nearly 1,200
additional cameras.

The authority approved
another $3 million in Au-
gust to help DPS install
583 more cameras along
Texas tollways during the
next year.

The $1 annual fee in-
crease has generated an
estimated $81 million.
Overall, the authority has
directed about $50.8 mil-
lion into 234 grants sup-
porting law enforcement
efforts involving vehicle-

Continued. See INSURANCE FEE
PAYS FOR FLOCK CAMERAS, Page 2

By Gerardo Hernandez
Staff Writer

ALDINE — The Aldine
ISD Board of Trustees rec-
ognized outstanding em-
ployees and students,
celebrated recent district
accomplishments and ap-
proved several  action
items during its Aug. 18
meeting.

The board presented
several Aldine Impact
Awards, which recognize
employees and community
members who go above
and beyond in their roles
within the district.

Assistant Board Secre-
tary Angela Williams rec-
ognized Dexter Arkadie,
an AgriScience teacher at
MacArthur High School.

Board President Dr.
Kimberley Booker recog-

The Aldine Board of Trustees recognized outstanding employees and students.(Photo credit Aldine ISD webpage)

nized Dr. Jacqueline
Moton, assessment and
data specialist, along with
Allen Hampton  and
Johnny Kelley, students
at Carver High School.

Chief Communica-
tions Officer Sheila Ad-
ams also highlighted
several recent district

accomplishments:
The Aldine ISD wel-

comed employees back for
the 2026-27 school year
during its annual Convoca-
tion on Aug. 10. The event
introduced the district’s
new #ChooseAldine
hashtag and highlighted
academic progress and the

district’s commitment to
student success.

MacArthur High School
teacher Alexis Ayala was
selected as one of 12 recip-
ients of the 2026 Kinder
Excellence in Teaching
Award. Representatives
of the Kinder Foundation
surprised Ayala with the

award Aug. 11. The honor
includes a $30,000 prize.

Students returned to
campuses Aug. 12 for the
start of the new school
year. Superintendent Dr.
LaTonya M. Goffney and
members of the Executive
Leadership Impact Team
visited campuses to wel-
come students and staff.

District leaders also
made surprise visits to
Hoffman Middle School
and Nimitz High School to
recognize improved cam-
pus ratings. Hoffman Mid-
dle School earned a C
rating, while Nimitz be-
came the first comprehen-
sive high school in Aldine
ISD to receive an A rating.

The district also re-

East Aldine District:
Futbol Para Todos
Soccer Camp
Building Skills &
Community!Our
soccer clinics are
making a big impact in
East Aldine! Kids are
learning new skills,
staying active, and
building confidence on
the field. With strong
daily turnout, the
program is creating a
fun, inclusive space
for young athletes to
grow.
Interested in learning
about the next
opportunity, visit
https://
eastaldine.futbol/

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

AUSTIN — State Rep.
Armando Walle recently
welcomed longtime com-
munity leader and neigh-
bor Coco Martinez to the
Texas Capitol during a vis-
it for a committee hearing.

Walle gave Martinez a
tour of the House floor and
recognized her continued
involvement and service to
the community in House
District 140.

“Thank you, Mrs. Coco,
for all you do for our com-
munity,” Walle said, ex-
pressing his appreciation
for Martinez’s dedication
to local residents.

Walle Welcomes
Martinez to Capitol

State Rep. Armando Walle posed with community leader and neighbor Coco
Martinez at the Texas Capitol
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H.U.D.
Efficiency/

One Bedroom
Housing for
the Elderly

and Disabled
• UTILITIES &

APPLIANCES FURNISHED

ELIGIBILITY:
• Age 62 or older
• Disabled
• Very Low Income

To schedule an
appointment

CALL

713-692-8541

APPLY TO:
W. Leo Daniels Tower

8826 Harrell
Off Jensen between

Berry Road & Aldine
Westfield

Insurance fee pays
for Flock Cameras,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

COMMUNITY
WATCH

related crimes, including
personnel, crime analysts,
prosecutors, drones and
surveillance equipment.

The Tribune’s review
found grants ranging from
$7,000 for two cameras in
Bellmead near Waco to
nearly $1.7 million for 201
cameras in Dallas. In some
communities, including
Laredo and El Paso, the
grants paid for entire
Flock camera networks.

The authority does not
separately identify how
much grant funding goes
toward Flock cameras. The
Tribune reached its esti-
mate by reviewing agency
records and documents
from local governments
that considered or ap-
proved  F lock - re la ted
grants.

Cameras draw support
and criticism

Supporters say Flock
cameras have become an
important investigative
too l ,  part i cu lar ly  for
crimes in which a suspect
vehicle may be the prima-
ry lead.

Motor Vehicle Crime
Prevention Authority
Chairman Miguel Rod-
riguez, who is also Lare-
do’s police chief, said the
cameras can help law en-
forcement disrupt criminal
organizations and investi-
gate crimes involving vehi-
cles.

Police agencies have re-
ported using the technolo-
gy to investigate catalytic
converter thefts, stolen ve-
hicles, hit-and-run crashes
and other crimes.

The authority reported
that license plate-reader
data was searched about
62,000 times in 2025, con-
tributing to approximate-
ly 1,660 cleared catalytic
converter theft cases.

However, the rapid ex-
pansion of the camera net-
w o r k  h a s  p r o m p t e d
growing concerns about
privacy and how the infor-
mation is collected, stored
and shared.

Flock cameras record li-
cense plates and other ve-
hic le  character is t i cs ,
including make, model,
color, dents and bumper
stickers. Participating law
enforcement agencies can
share and search informa-
tion through a nationwide
network.

Some Texas lawmakers

said they were unaware
that the $1 fee approved in
2023 would be used to fi-
nance license plate read-
ers.

State Sen. Carol Alvara-
do, D-Houston, and Rep.
Jeff Leach, who authored
and sponsored the legisla-
tion, said license plate sur-
v e i l l a n c e  w a s  n o t
discussed when the bill
was considered.

“I did not have that in
mind when we passed the
bill,” Alvarado told The
Texas Tribune.

Rep. Mitch Little, R-
Lewisville, has raised con-
stitutional concerns about
the amount of information
collected by the cameras.
Rep. Brian Harrison, R-
Midlothian, has also criti-
cized the use of the fee for
what he described as war-
rantless surveillance.

Both lawmakers have
indicated they intend to
pursue legislation address-
ing Flock cameras during
the next legislative ses-
sion.

Governor pauses state
grants for Flock cameras

The controversy intensi-
fied after Gov. Greg Ab-
bot t ’ s  o f f i ce  sa id  the
governor was pausing
state funding for local
grants that would be used
to purchase Flock cameras.

Abbott spokesperson
Andrew Mahaleris said
most funding for local cam-
eras comes from federal
sources and that Texas
agencies were clarifying
that their funds could not
be used for Flock cameras.

The  announcement
came after The Texas Tri-
bune asked Abbott’s office
about its findings.

The exact number of
Flock cameras operating in
Texas is unclear. DeFlock,
an anti-surveillance orga-
nization that tracks cam-
era locations through
crowdsourced information,
estimates there are about
13,000 Flock cameras in
the state.

That would mean the
insurance fee has helped
fund roughly one out of ev-
ery four Flock cameras
identified in Texas.

The growing network
has also faced opposition
from residents and com-
munity groups. Several
Texas communities have
ended Flock contracts

amid privacy concerns.
Critics argue that the

technology allows law en-
forcement to develop de-
tailed records of where
vehicles travel, potential-
ly revealing where people
live, work, shop, attend re-
ligious services or partici-
pate in other activities.

Recent investigations
into alleged misuse of
Flock data have added to
those concerns. Police offic-
ers in several Texas com-
m u n i t i e s  h a v e  f a c e d
allegations of improperly
using the system, includ-
ing cases involving search-
es connected to former
partners and coworkers.

Supporters, meanwhile,
maintain that the camer-
as provide valuable inves-
t i g a t i v e  l e a d s  w h i l e
helping police locate stolen
vehicles, missing people
and suspects.

The debate is expected
to continue as Texas law-
makers consider whether
additional restrictions
should be placed on license
plate-reader technology
and how state funds can be
used to support it.

Source: The Texas
Tribune

By Gerardo Hernandez
STAFF WRITER

HOUSTON — A fatal
wrong-way crash involv-
ing a suspected intoxicat-
ed driver temporarily
closed the northbound
lanes of the Eastex Free-
way  ear ly  Saturday
morning, according to the
Harris County Sheriff’s
Office.

The crash occurred
a r o u n d  2  a . m .  n e a r
Hartwick Road when a
white Chevrolet Silvera-

Wrong-Way Crash Closes
Eastex Freeway

Emergency responders investigate the scene of a fatal wrong way collision early saturday morning on the northbound
Eastex Freeway near Hartwick Rd.

do traveling south in the
northbound lanes collid-
ed head-on with a Honda
Accord.

The driver of the Hon-
da was killed in the crash.
The driver of the Silvera-
do was transported to a
nearby hospital and lat-
er charged with intoxicat-
e d  m a n s l a u g h t e r ,
authorities said.

Investigators deter-
mined the pickup had
traveled approximately
two miles in the wrong di-
rection before the colli-

sion. Authorities also re-
ported the driver’s blood-
alcohol concentration was
approximately  three
times the legal limit.

The northbound East-
ex Freeway was closed for
several hours while dep-
uties investigated the
crash and cleared the
scene. The roadway has
since reopened.

The investigation re-
mains ongoing.

Source: Harris Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office.

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
SCORES/SCHEDULES

LAST WEEK IN FOOTBALL
THURSDAY
ALDINE EISENHOWER 20, KLEIN FOREST 16

FRIDAY
PASADENA RAYBURN 50, ALDINE 0
WALLER 41, ALDINE DAVIS 6
ALDINE MACARTHUR 48, CYPRESS RIDGE 14
BARBERS HILL 38, ALDINE NIMITZ 10

THIS WEEK IN FOOTBALL
THURSDAY
DAVIS AT CY LAKES, 7 P.M., PRIDGEON STADIUM
MACARTHUR VS. CHANNELVIEW, 7 P.M., THORNE STADIUM

FRIDAY
ALDINE AT CLEVELAND, 7 P.M., INDIAN STADIUM
EISENHOWER VS. KLEIN, 7 P.M., THORNE STADIUM

SATURDAY
NIMITZ VS. JERSEY VILLAGE, 6 P.M., THORNE STADIUM
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cused on a NASA patent
originally designed for op-
tical solar fiber conversion.
Inspired by widespread
complaints about bright
headlights, the team ex-
plored how this technology
could be adapted to im-
prove automotive safety.

Millender, Patel and
Waheed, all from the Fort
B e n d  a r e a ,  p r o p o s e d
adapting the fibers into an
add-on layer for head-
lights. Rather than relying
on cameras, sensors or
complex software, the de-
sign would passively con-
trol the direction of visible
light instead of increasing
brightness.

Headlight glare has be-
come an increasing safety
concern as brighter LED
headlights become more
c o m m o n  o n
roadways. Traditional
headlights disperse light,
causing glare. ORBEES
would create a precise, fo-
cused beam toward the
road instead of directly
into the eyes of an oncom-
ing driver.

“ORBEES takes a high-

angle straight light and
reduces that,” said Patel.
“You could still see the
road without the glare go-
ing off to the side.”

Waheed added, “The
goal was to make some-
thing that wasn’t super
complicated. We wanted
something that could be
integrated into everyday
vehicles and remain adapt-
able and cost-efficient.”

The concept took about
seven months to complete
and included a 15-page
technical paper, a pitch
presentation, a video and
extensive research. The
team surveyed about 200
people and interviewed ex-
perts from the University
of Texas at Austin and Rice
University.

Beyond automotive ap-
plications, the students
identified potential addi-
tional uses for ORBEES,
including smart roadway
and street lighting, emer-
gency vehicle visibility sys-
tems and aviation runway
lighting. 

Millender, Patel and
Waheed credit the Honors

College with helping open
doors that led to the NASA
competition.

“If it weren’t for the
Honors College, I wouldn’t
have had this opportuni-
ty,” said Millender, who is
headed to Prairie View
A&M this month to pursue
a mechanical engineering
degree.

In addition to earning
prize money, the team
gained valuable research,
presentation and network-
ing experience.

“We really enjoyed lis-
tening to the other teams
present their ideas and
seeing their processes,”
said Patel, who is heading
to the University of Oregon
in Eugene, OR this month
to continue her studies.
“This project strengthened
my research and technical
writing abilities.”

As for Waheed, who will
be attending Rice Univer-
sity this fall, the experi-
ence helped prepare her for
future academic and pro-
fessional opportunities.

HCC Students finish among
nation’s top 20 after
reimagining NASA tech,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ceived a score of 96 and the
h i g h e s t  “ S u p e r i o r
Achievement”  rating
through the Texas Educa-
t i on  Agency ’ s  Schoo l
FIRST financial account-
ability system for the 25th
consecutive year.

Aldine ISD hosted its
Athletics Jamboree Aug.
13, bringing together stu-
dent-athletes, coaches,
bands, cheerleaders, dance
teams and fans to cele-
brate Aldine pride and
launch the 2026-27 athlet-
ic season. Texas Southern
University’s Ocean of Soul
also made a surprise ap-
pearance.

The district also cele-
brated its summer gradu-
ates Aug. 20 at the M.O.
Campbell Educational
Center.

Staff appointments
T r u s t e e s  a l s o  a n -

nounced two administra-
tive appointments.

Andrew Francis was

named assistant general
counsel after previously
working as an associate
attorney with Spalding
Nichols Lamp Langlois in
Houston.

Tudon Martinez was
named assistant superin-
tendent  o f  secondary
schools after serving as ex-
ecutive director of instruc-
tion at Houston ISD.

Board approves action
items

Trustees approved the
previous meeting minutes
and an interlocal agree-
ment between the Harris
County Department of Ed-
ucation and Aldine ISD for
the Specialized Academic
Behavior  School  (AB)
West.

The board also approved
the 2026-27 certification of
provision of instructional
materials, a memorandum
of understanding for pre-
ventive dental health ser-
v i ces  wi th  the  Texas

Depar tment  o f  S ta te
Health Services, and the
district’s 2026-27 Student
Code of Conduct.

Other approved items
included contracts and
purchases of $100,000 or
more, as well as renewals
for purchasing coopera-
tives and interlocal agree-
ments.

Before  the  Aug.  18
meeting, the Eisenhower
High School JROTC pre-
sented the colors and led
the audience in the Pledge
of Allegiance and the Tex-
as Pledge. Performing arts
students from Carver High
School also provided enter-
tainment.

The next Aldine ISD
Board of Trustees meeting
is scheduled for 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 15, in the
boardroom at the Donald-
son Administration Build-
ing.

Trustees highlight Aldine’s
recent achievements,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

You can read the Northeast News
curent and back issues on our

website: www.nenewsroom.com
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STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Gary Borders

✯

Bright and Shiny

Border Barrier Construction Halted in Big Bend

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Opinions expressed here are not
necessarily that of this newspaper or its staff. YOUR
OPINION is welcome. Send a letter for possible
publication to Grafikpress Newspapers, 5832 Star
L a n e ,  H o u s t o n  T X  7 7 0 5 7  o r  a n  e m a i l  t o
GRAFIKSTAR@aol.com. Please limit your words to
about 200. Letters will be subject to editing. Thank you.

Flock Cameras Spark
Privacy Debate My closet is full of sequins.

No one knows how many se-
quins I own. Not even my hus-
band, Peter, even though we
share a closet. He gets one side
and I get the other, which
seems to me a little unfair,
since I have so many more
clothes than he does. He points
out that if I were allowed use
of his side of the closet, he
would have no closet space at
all—and I agree there is some
truth to this.

So  a l l  my sequins  are
squashed into a surprisingly
small area. Peter does his best
to ignore the shiny territory,
and even he does not know how
many sequin-covered dresses
and jackets I own.

The answer is: a lot.
And the surprising thing

about owning so many sequins
is that I never had a single item
with sequins on it until quite
recently.

I worked as an actor and
never wore sequins. I acted so
long ago that I played the “in-
genue,” the young love interest.
I had a lot of lovely clothes to
wear on stage—but none of
them had sequins. In real life,
I wore very ordinary clothes. I
don’t remember getting dressed
up being something I wanted to
do.

But now that I am in my six-
ties, I am no longer the “young
love interest.” (Except to Peter.
Peter is 10 years older than I
am, so I will always be Peter’s
ingenue.) And now I wear se-
quins—at least when I am pre-
senting myself as a writer. I
have been buying up sequin-
covered clothing at my favorite
consignment shop as if I were
trying to corner the market.

Because I think writers can
be kind of boring—and I don’t
want to be.

Writers tend to be intro-
verts, and a lot of them don’t
really want to be out in public
much; when they are, they of-
ten fade into the background
until they are asked to read
something. They will read and
then do the skedaddle at the
first opportunity.

I am not like that. I have the
misfortune of being an extro-
verted writer.

Now that my first book has
been out for six months and the
second is on the way, I am
starting to do some presenta-
tions, and unlike a lot of writ-
ers, I am really looking forward
to this. I love talking to read-
ers, and I can’t think of any-
thing more exciting to talk
about than stories. So it seems
to me that the appropriate at-
tire for doing anything this ex-
citing is sequins.

Sequins set an expectation.
When I am wearing sequins,
whatever happens has to be
memorable and fun. Sequins on
a person my age are a sign that
I do not take myself too serious-
ly. But they also say that I don’t
mind shining when the occa-
sion is right. Sequins tell the
audience that, yes, this is a spe-
cial occasion. We are telling sto-
ries, and that is always special.

Every so often, if I’m feeling
a little in the dumps—if I’m not
feeling particularly glamorous,
not anything like an ingenue—
I’ll wonder, “Are these sequins
over the top?”

The answer is “Yes.”
My sequins are over the top.

They are too bright and a little
silly and totally inappropriate
for a serious-minded person
giving a dignified presentation.

And that is exactly the
point.

I am going to wear sequins
every chance I get, just to let
everyone know from the mo-
ment they see me that what we
are going to do is special and
fun, bright and shiny.

Till next time,
Carrie

Amidst mounting public
outcry, the federal govern-
ment last week halted con-
struction of border barriers
through state park proper-
ty in far West Texas, The
Texas Tribune reported.

Customs and Border
Protection Commissioner
Rodeny Scott personally
stopped construction until
he could visit the region.

Hundreds of  people
showed up at the annual
meeting of the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Commission,
gathering outside its head-
quarters in what resem-
bled a tailgate party.

The federal government
already has sent bulldoz-
ers into Big Bend Nation-
al Park

Among those trying to
rally people to the cause
was former Republican
Texas Land Commissioner
Jerry Patterson. “I have
yet to encounter anybody
in the Big Bend area who
does not oppose a wall,” he
said.

While Big Bend is a na-
tional park, several state
parks could be affected by
attempts to build border
barriers, including Big
Bend State Park and Sem-
inole Canyon State Park.

TPWD chair Paul Fos-
ter addressed the concerns
of those attending the an-
nual meeting.

“I think we agree with
most of you and are work-
ing with the governor’s of-
f i c e  a n d  t h e  f e d e r a l
government,” he said. “Our
goal is to minimize damage
to the ecosystem and the
natural beauty of not only
the parks, but the whole
area.”

PATRICK THREATENS
SCHOOLS WHO RETAIN
‘INAPPROPRIATE’ BOOKS

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick
threatened last week to
lower ratings of schools
who do not pull books
marked as “inappropri-
ate,” The Dallas Morning
News reported.

“We’re coming for the
books,” Patrick said in a
message to superinten-
dents. “We ask that you do
it on your own and remove
these books.”

Patrick controls the
state Senate agenda and
says school districts may
eventually face funding
cuts if those books remain
in school libraries. He did
not say how that would oc-
cur.

Abbott last year signed

a bill into law that gives
school boards the authori-
ty to pull books from school
libraries if parents or
members of the public be-
lieve they are indecent or
profane. Patrick said new
penalties are necessary
because school districts are
not complying.

Democrats have said
stricter oversight over
books in school libraries
threatens local control and
access to books.

UP TO 25,000 PLUGGED
OIL AND GAS WELLS
COULD FAIL, GROUP
WARNS

A new watchdog group’s
analysis of Texas oil and
gas  we l l  data  c la ims
25,000 p lugged wel ls
across the state are at risk
of failure, threatening to
contaminate the aquifers
many communities rely
upon for their water sup-
ply, the Houston Chronicle
reported.

The number of so-called
“zombie wells” — plugged
wells that rise from the
dead — is about 50 times
higher than previously re-
ported.

Leaking zombie wells
are a growing problem in
Texas oil fields as a grow-
ing number of plugged
wells fail, sending toxic
wastewater up to the sur-
face and contaminating
aquifers.

The group, Future He-
ist, has created an interac-
tive map to identify the
wells at risk.

The group scraped state
websites for information.
It assigned each well a
score based on several fac-
tors: the well plug’s age,
well construction quality,
compliance history and its
proximity to oil and gas
wastewater injection. All
the information is public-
ly available on websites
belonging to the Texas
Railroad Commission.

“I spent fifteen years re-
porting on what oil and gas
did to Texas, and the facts
were always right there in
the public record — just
buried where no one could
use them,” Saul Elbein,
Future Heist’s director,
said in a statement. “Fu-
ture Heist digs them out
and makes them impossi-
ble to ignore, so people can
see what was done to them
and decide what comes
next.”

TEXAS CRIME RATE FALLS
FOR THIRD STRAIGHT YEAR

The state’s crime rate
has declined for the past
three years, according to
data released by the Tex-
as Department of Public
Safety, including by 13% in
2025.  The cr ime rate
peaked in 2022 at 2,830.14
offenses per 100,000 peo-
ple and has declined each
year since.

Overall,  the violent
crime rate is down 13.19%
from 2024. The property
crime rate is down 13.31%
for the same period.

Abbott  touted anti-
crime measures taken dur-
ing recent legislative
sessions.

“We passed the toughest
bail reform package in
state history, backed law
enforcement, and targeted
violent repeat offenders,”
he said

SMUGGLED TEXAS FUEL IS
BANKROLLING CARTELS

Fuel smuggling has
likely surpassed narcotics
as the Mexican drug car-
t e l s ’  l e a d i n g  i n c o m e
source, according to DPS
and reported by the Hous-
ton Chronicle. DPS re-
ports the cartels smuggle
fuel worth $12 billion to
$17 billion a year from
Texas into Mexico.

“Fuel trafficking is a
threat that is operating in
plain sight,” Col. Freeman
Martin, the department’s
director, told the state Sen-
ate Select Committee on
Homeland and Border Se-
curity. “They’re loading
fuel trucks …. or any con-
tainer you can think of and
hauling it south.”

C a r t e l s  h a v e  b e e n
known to drive empty
trucks into Texas and fill
them up with legally pur-
chased and tax-free fuel
from licensed terminals.
The trucks are then driv-
en to unregulated fuels
sites, where cheaper prod-
ucts are blended into the
fuel. Customs documents
are forged or changed, and
the fuel is taken to Mexi-
co, Martin said.

One possible solution is
to make it illegal for trucks
carrying hazardous mate-
rials to deviate from pre-
planned routes or to carry
more than 80,000 pounds,
according to state and in-
dustry officials.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas
journalist. He published a
number of community
newspapers in Texas dur-
ing a 30-year span, includ-
ing in Longview, Fort
Stockton, Nacogdoches,
Lufkin and Cedar Park.
Email:

gborders@texaspress.com.

We have met the enemy — and it is watching
us. There’s a growing backlash against Flock cam-
eras, the automated license plate readers that have
become ubiquitous across the country.

The cameras take images of license plates,
which are then stored in a searchable database that
police departments can query in the course of in-
vestigations. Opponents of the cameras consider
them an instrument of Big Brother, who’s not only
watching, but constantly recording and tracking.
Vandals have disabled and stolen the Flock cam-
eras and even shot them. There’s a movement to
get jurisdictions to cancel their contracts with Flock
(the leading such company, but not the only one),
and it has met with some success.

Los Angeles just let its contract with Flock lapse,
citing “serious concerns around civil liberties and
civil rights issues.” There’s a reason, though, that
police departments so rapidly adopted the camer-
as — they are an extremely useful investigative
tool.

It is certainly true that the technology, like any
power we give the police, can be misused. Accord-
ing to The Washington Post, “Authorities have
charged or accused at least 50 law-enforcement of-
ficers of using license-plate readers for unautho-
rized purposes, including to stalk their exes.” The
Post calls the abuse “rampant,” but 50 document-
ed cases isn’t a large number given the widespread
use of these devices: There are 120,000 Flock cam-
eras across the United States scanning license
plates 20 billion times a month.

It is understandable that people don’t like the
idea that they are, in effect, living in a panopticon.
But license plate readers aren’t the only offender.
There are all sorts of other surveillance cameras,
many of them privately owned and operated, that
the police access during investigations. We let our
mobile phones and various apps track us all day
long. And something like 60 million households
have Ring or other security cameras that record
what’s happening on their property and often in
the immediate surroundings.

The only reliable way to ensure that you aren’t
being recorded is to stay inside — and draw the
curtains. Officers who abuse the license-plate read-
ers deserve to be fired and, if appropriate, charged
with crimes, which is often what happens. Strict
rules around what constitutes a legitimate query
of the system and routine audits should make it
harder for rogue officers to use the cameras for ne-
farious purposes.

The police officials who are advocating for Flock
aren’t doing it so the cops can track the average
person’s trip to the grocery store or yoga studio.
The cameras routinely aid in the identification and
apprehension of the perpetrators of serious crimes,
the location of missing persons and the recovery of
stolen cars.

According to the Jacksonville, Florida, sheriff’s
office, since 2024, the cameras have “helped solve
15 murders, 17 kidnappings, six forcible sex offens-
es, nearly 100 shootings and 172 missing-persons
cases.”

A website set up by Charles Lehman of the Man-
hattan Institute is tracking news items about Flock
contributing to successful police work. There are
such stories every day, all over the country. Two
recent entries related the arrest of an armed rob-
bery suspect in Grass Valley, California, and the
rescue of two kidnapped teenage girls in Bulloch
County, Georgia. After getting a tip, the authori-
ties used Flock to find the suspect in the Brown
University shooting last year.

Perhaps these crimes would get solved anyway,
but if even a fraction of them didn’t, Flock would
be making a meaningful contribution to public safe-
ty. It used to be that America had, in effect, ungov-
erned spaces where malefactors could hide in plain
sight. To use an extreme example, the Symbionese
Liberation Army operated for a couple of years out
of various safe houses in the San Francisco Bay
area during the 1970s, something almost unimag-
inable in our technologically advanced age of con-
stant information sharing.

Rolling back Flock won’t reverse this tectonic
change that’s been decades in the making, but it
will deny law enforcement a valuable asset.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2026 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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FOOTBALL SEASON WEEK1:
Labor Day weekend ushers in official start of
college football season: AISD’s five varsity
programs enter 2nd week of non-district games

KEENEY’s

KORNER
BY

MIKE KEENEY

ACC opener in prime time on
ESPN.

Aldine ISD’s five varsity
programs will play their second
non-district games of the 2026
season. A year ago, Aldine ISD
had three teams earn playoff
spots in District 14-6A as Davis
High and Nimitz High (both 6-1
in league play) shared the
district title. Eisenhower earned
the league’s fourth playoff spot.
All three teams appear ready to
contend with Spring Westfield
for playoff spots in 2026.

Aldine High has a new head
coach in Charles Black. Black
comes to the Mustangs from
Mayde Creek High School,
where he served as associate
head coach and defensive
coordinator. He has head coach
experience at HISD’s Sam
Houston High School, where he
ended the school’s 100-game
losing streak. Aldine High, and
Aldine ISD are hoping he can
turn things around for a team
that has lost 72 straight district
games and finished 0-10 a year
ago.

AISD games kick off on
Thursday night when Daivs
plays at Cy-Lakes and
Channelview visits MacArthur
at Thorne Stadium. The action
continues on Friday night when
Black takes his Mustangs to
Cleveland and Eisenhower hosts
Klein at Thorne Stadium. Week
2 concludes on Saturday
evening when Nimitz hosts
Jersey Village at Thorne
Stadium.

So, without further ado, let’s
take a look at what this
weekend’s schedule has to offer.

HIGH SCHOOL

Davis at Cy-Lakes - Kelvin
Chatman’s Falcons visit Cy-
Lakes on Thursday night at 7
p.m. in Cy-Fair. Davis finished
7-4 a year ago and return a nice
nucleus led by wideouts David
Richardson (27 receptions, 324
yards, 4 TDs) and Loveland Lee-
Pugh (12 receptions, 240 yards,
6 TDs), and running back
Bryderick Robbins (258 yards, 2
TDs) on offense. The defense
will be led by defensive lineman
Uriah Jackson (25 tackles, 3
sacks) and defensive back
Kaithas Johnson (52 tackles, 2
interceptions). Cy-Lakes returns
eight lettermen, which includes
two offensive and three
defensive starters from last
year-s 6-6 team. My pick, Davis
26, Cy-Lakes 20

Channelview at Mac-
Arthur - Blake Ware’s Generals
host Channelview on Friday
night at 7 p.m.  at Thorne
Stadium. Ware is entering his
third year as the Generals head
coach and returns eight
offensive starters and two
defensive starters from last
year’s 2-8 team. Lance Nero
returns at QB for the Generals,
along with running backs
Trinadad Espinoza (359 yards, 3
TDs) and Korey Fisher. The
defense will be anchored  by
defensive lineman John
McFarland and linebacker Josh
Morales (46 tackles). Channel-
view is coming off a 1-9 season
and returns 26 lettermen,
including eight offensive and
five defensive starters. My  pick,
MacArthur 23, Channelview 16

Aldine at Cleveland -
Black’s Mustangs head to
Cleveland on Friday night for a
7 p.m. contest. Both teams are
coming off of 0-10 seasons.
Aldine returns 15 lettermen
including five offensive and two
defensive starters. The offense
will rely on running backs Tariq
Gary and Jayden Williams and
quarterback Christian Watts.
The defense will be led by
defensive lineman Matthew
Salazar (69 tackles, two sacks).
Cleveland, out of District 133-
6A, returns 26 lettermen
including six offensive and five
defensive starters. My pick,
Aldine 13, Cleveland 10

Klein at Eisenhower -
Padriac McGinnis’ Eagles host
Klein on Friday night at 7 p.m.
at Thorne Stadium. In his first
year at Ike’s head coach,
McGinnis led the Eagles to a 6-5
record and a playoff spot. The
Eagles return 28 lettermen
including nine offensive and six
defensive starters. The offensive
line will be anchored by Kordae
Norris (6-4, 290 pounds) while
veteran running back Elijah
Dixon (500 yards, 5 TDs) will be
called on to lead the offense. The
defense will be led by linebacker
Isaiah Curry (43 tackles, eight
tackles for loss, four sacks),
Klein returns 35 lettermen,
including seven offensive and
five defensive starters from last
year’s 6-5 team.

Jersey Village at Nimitz -
Cornelius Harmon’s Cougars
host Jersey Village on Saturday
night at 6 p.m. at Thorne

Stadium. Nimitz returns 26
lettermen from last year’s 8-3
team including four offensive
and nine defensive starters.
Nimitz will have a new QB in
Elmer Brown, whose brother
Albert was the Cougars starting
QB for the last three years.
Brown will get help from
running back as he settles into
the starting role. He did start
three games a year ago when
his older brother sustained an
injury. The defense could be
scary good led by linebacker
Jamari Bondi, who was a first-
team All-District pick in 20-25.
Jersey Village returns 30
lettermen from last year’s 3-7
team. My pick, Nimitz 31,
Jersey Village 16

NCAA

Miami at Stanford - No. 7-
ranked Miami, the national
runnerup in 2025, opens its
2026 season on the road with a
visit to Palo Alto, CA to take on
a Stanford team that has not
had a winning season since
2018. Former Stanford great
and Indianapolis Colts QB
Andrew Luck is in charge of the
football program and serves as
General Manager. If anyone can
turn its fortunes around, it’s
Luck. His team has a tough task
in the opener when it takes on
Mario Christobal’s  loaded
Hurricanes who finished 13-3 a
year ago. After losing QB
Carson Beck to the NFL,
Christobal brought in former
Duke QB Darian Mensah (3,973
yards, 35 TDs). Miami also
returns star running  back
Mark Fletcher (1,192 yards, 12
TDs) and speedy wide receiver
Malachi Toney (109 receptions,
1,211 yards, 10 TDs). Toney also
excels as a return man. Look for
the Cardinal to hang around for
at least a half, but Miami’s
overall talent will take over in
the second half. My pick, Miami
34, Stanford 16

North Texas at Indiana -
No. 6-ranked Indiana begins
defense of its 2025 national title
by hosting North Texas on
Saturday in Bloomington,  IN.
Curt Cignetti’s team finished
16-0 a year ago and lost a lot of
talent, including Heisman
Trophy-winning QB Fernando
Mendoza. Cignetti is a master of
using the transfer portal to
restock his team and he worked
his magic once again bringing in
former TCU QB Josh Hoover
(9,629 yards, 71 TDs in three
years in Fort Worth). The
Hoosiers return four starters on
both sides of the ball, but you
can be sure Cignetti has added
enough talent to make another
CFP run in ‘26. North Texas lost
its head coach, Eric Morris, to
Oklahoma State, along with
their starting QB in Drew
Mestmaker, along with a host of
other Mean Green players. Neal
Brown is the new head man in
Denton and brought in former
Central Florida QB Tayven
Jackson (2,151 yards, 10 TDs) to
run the offense. My pick,
Indiana 34, North Texas 14

Auburn vs. Baylor -
Auburn and Baylor meet in
Atlanta in the Mercedes Benz
Dome on Saturday in an
important opener for both
programs. Both teams are
coming off 5-7 seasons and
Auburn has a new head coach in
former South Florida head man
Alex Golesh (9-3 a year ago). He
brought with him one of the
country’s top dual-threat QBs in
Byron Brown (3,158 passing
yards, 28 TDs/1,008 rushing
yards, 14 TDs). Baylor head
coach Dave Aranda is definitely
on the hot seat and probably
needs a winning season to save
his job. He will count from
former Willis star QB DJ
Lagway, a transfer from Florida
(2,264 yards, 16 TDs), to have a
big year leading the offense.
Lagway will get help from
running back Dawson Perede-
grass (671 yards, 6 TDs) and
wide receiver Dre’lon Miller (20
receptions, 158 yards, 7 TDs).
Look for Auburn’s SEC style
defense to be the difference
maker in this one. My pick,
Auburn 24, Baylor 18

Clemson at LSU - Lane
Kiffin makes his debut as LSU’s
new head coach as he will lead
the No. 11-ranked Tigers
against Dabo Swiney’s
unranked Clemson team. Both
teams finished 7-6 a year ago,
which does not sit well with

either team’s fan base. Swiney
could also be on the hot seat,
but he has two national titles in
his hip pocket. Kiffin’s move
from Ole Miss prior to the start
of the CFP playoffs caused a lot
of bad vibes in Oxford, but
brought smiles to those in Baton
Rouge. Kiffin can be a polarizing
character, but he’s a darn good
football coach and recruiter. He
brought in former Arizona State
QB Sam Leavitt (1,628 yards, 10
TDs in seven games last year).
LSU returns running back
Caden Duram (505 yards, 3
TDs). Clemson will break in a
new QB in Christopher Vizzina,
who will be tasked with
replacing three-year starter
Cade Klubnik, who departed for
the NFL. This game will be on
prime time on ABC starting at
6:30 p.m. Look for Kiffin to have
a successful debut come
Saturday night. My pick, LSU
30, Clemson 23

Louisville vs. Ole Miss -
No. 24-ranked Louisville heads
to Oxford to take on No.9-
ranked Ole Miss on Sunday at
Nissan Stadium in Nashville in
prime time on ABC at 6:30 p.m.
Jeff Brohm’s Cardinals finished
9-4 a year ago and will break in
a new QB in Lincoln Kienholz.
He will have a veteran running
back to count on in Isaac Brown
(884 yards, 7 TDs) and a veteran
wideout in Tre Richardson (46
receptions, 806 yards, 7 TDs).
Ole Miss head coach Pete
Golding took over after Kiffin
bolted for LSU and led the
Rebels to an upset of Georgia in
the second round of the CFP
before losing a tight one to
Miami in the third round.
Golding’s team returns one of
the top QBs in the nation in
Trinadad Chambliss (3,937
passing yards, 22 TDs/527
rushing yards, 8 TDs), one of the
most productive running backs
in Kewan Lacy (1,567 yards, 24
TDs) and a dependable wideout
in Deuce Alexander (44
receptions, 684 yards, 2 TDs).
This should be a fun, high-
scoring game to watch, but look
for Chambliss and Lacy to be
the difference makers for the
Rebels on Sunday night. My
pick, Ole Miss 36, Louisville 27

Notre Dame vs. Wisconsin
- No. 4-ranked Notre Dame
takes on Wisconsin at Lambeau
Field in Green Bay on Sunday
night in prime time at 6:30 p.m.
on NBC. Marcus Freeman’s
Fighting Irish finished 10-2 a
year ago, but did not earn a CFP
berth. ND lost its first two
games to Miami and Texas A&M
then ripped off 10 straight wins
behind QB C.J. Carr (2,741
yards, 24 TDs). Carr looks like
the real deal, but will be
without running backs Jeremiah
Love and Jadarian Price, who
accounted for an astounding
2,046 yards and 35 TDs in ‘25.
Aneyas Williams and sophomore
Nolan James Jr. (224 yards, 5
TDs) will get first cracks at
leading the running game. Carr
does get back big-play wide
receiver Jaden Greathouse (42
receptions, 592 yards, 4 TDs in
2024) and Jordan Faison (49
receptions, 640 yards,4 TDs).
Wisconsin head coach Luke
Fickel’s seat is definitely hot
after going just 16-21 in his first
three years in Madison. He will
count on Old Dominion transfer
Colton Joseph (2,624 yards, 21
TDs) to lead the offense. My
pick, Notre Dame 31, Wisconsin
14

SMU at Florida State - The
long Labor Day Weekend
football fest concludes on
Monday night with an ACC tilt
as No. 19-ranked SMU visits
Tallahassee to take on a
Seminoles program that has
struggled under head coach
Mike Norvell. FSU finished 5-7
a year ago and Norvell has had
just two winning seasons in his
six years at FSU. He will face a
SMU team that will contend for
the ACC title and is led by QB
Kevin Jennings (3,641 yards, 26
TDs) and running back Chris
Johson (479 yards, 4 TDs). The
‘Noles will pin their turnaround
hopes on quarterback Ashton
Daniels and running back
Quintrevion Wisner (597 yards,
3 TDs), who transferred from
Texas. SMU picks up a hard-
fought road win, but look for
FSU to play a competitive game.
My pick, SMU 26, Florida State
23

When head coach Kelvin
Chatham arrived at Davis High
School, he set out to build more
than a football program. He
wanted to create a culture cen-
tered on community, accountabil-
ity and developing young men.

That vision has produced re-
sults.

The Falcons have reached the
playoffs in each of the past two
seasons and finished tied for first
place in district in 2025 with a 6-
1 record. Now, the belief sur-
rounding Davis isn’t that it’s
entering a rebuilding year — it’s
retooling for another run.

Despite losing several key
starters to graduation, the Fal-
cons still have a ton of young tal-
ent, with all five offensive line
starters returning, anchored by
versatile guard Jonathan Giles.
With the right mindset, the pro-
gram seeks to continue growing
to even greater heights, ground-
ed in the belief that if you put the
work and effort into being the
best and stay disciplined, all
goals will be accomplished.

“We might’ve lost a good bit
of starting seniors, but the play-
ers we have coming up all have
varsity experience,” Chatham
said.

Chatham emphasized that
every projected defensive starter
for the 2026 campaign has varsi-
ty experience, so youth is not an
excuse.

The goal is to take care of un-
finished business, and it will take
a hands-on approach to reach
those goals. It takes the commu-
nity, the custodial staff, teachers,
players, and coaches. Chatham
believes everyone needs to be on
the same page to accomplish
their goal this season.

The goal is simple: Win dis-
trict. Making it out of the first
round.

T h e  p l a y e r s  b e l i e v e  i n
Chatham and everything he’s
building, largely due to his abili-
ty to relate, teach and connect
with his players on a personal

Retooling for New Heights:
2026 Davis Football Preview

level. Building his program
hasn’t been about just winning on
the football field; it’s been about
building young men.

“The goal was never just
about winning 100 games; the
goal was always to come to Davis
and change 100 lives. I do that
by teaching them (student-ath-
letes) how to win the day, teach
them how to be better young men,
how to win the community, and
how to win in the classroom. If
they win in those phases, then
they’ll win on the field.”

Davis won’t ease into the sea-
son.

The Falcons open with a chal-
lenging non-district schedule
against Waller, Cypress Lakes
and Fort Bend Bush. Those
games should provide an early
measuring stick while preparing
Davis for district play and anoth-
er postseason push.

Offensively, much of the ex-
citement centers around one of
the area’s top receiving tandems
and what they’ll provide in the
passing game. Prairie View A&M
commit Courtland Lee-Pugh and
David Richardson, who holds of-
fers from New Mexico State and
Army– expect Richardson to be a
leader on offense and make a
massive leap in his senior year.

The Falcons believe the duo
has the potential to stretch de-
fenses and create explosive plays
throughout the offense.

Richardson has worked hard

to become stronger and proudly
shared that he recently set a per-
sonal record by bench pressing
260 pounds, breaking the school
record for receivers. He is also
focused on improving his speed
and overall performance as a re-
ceiver, emphasizing his commit-
m e n t  t o  r e f i n i n g  h i s
route-running abilities.

DB Keithas “Pop” Johnson,
who is one of the defensive lead-
ers, sees this season as a year he
can prove himself as one of the
best defensive backs in the dis-
trict, regardless of size. The nick-
name “Pop” was given to him
because of his physical nature
and the play he brings to the
game despite his size.

“I shock people with the way
I play,” Johnson said. “I’m really
a dog.”

Johnson’s production backs
up the confidence.

He led the Falcons in tackles
(52) and pass breakups (7) last
season while tying for the team
lead in interceptions (2). His in-
stincts, football IQ and physical-
ity allow him to impact games
against both the run and the
pass.

The Davis Falcons begun
their season with a lost 41 - 6  on
Aug. 28 against the Waller Bull-
dogs, marking their first non-dis-
trict matchup of the year. District
competition kicks off for the Fal-
cons on Sept. 9, when they face
the MacArthur Generals.

Coach Padriac McGinnis
made a promise to the Eisen-
hower community in his first
season as head coach last fall.
He promised the Eagles would
compete and run the ball at a
high level. Eisenhower finished
the 2025 season as the No. 2
rushing team in the district.

McGinnis also promised the
Eagles would compete for the
fourth and final playoff spot in
district play. They delivered,
earning a postseason berth.

So when McGinnis says this
team has the makings of a dis-
trict championship contender,
there is little reason to doubt his
program.

Big Ike has plenty to be ex-
cited about heading into the
2026 season.

The majority of the Eagles’
defense returns after allowing
just 60 points last season and re-
cording three shutouts. The
unit, coached by respected de-
fensive coordinator Robert
Toomer, will be physical and ex-
perienced. The entire secondary
returns, along with four players
who earned all-district honors in
2025.

Eisenhower believes the de-
fense can take another step for-
ward in Year 2 of Toomer’s
system.

The entire offensive line also
returns, led by highly recruited
senior tight end/offensive line-
man Dez’Meyon Randle. Randle
holds offers from Texas State,
Tulane, Grambling, UTSA and
Texas Southern.

The veteran offensive line
will block for speedster Elijah
Dixon, who averaged 8.5 yards
per carry in 2025, the best mark
in the district. Eisenhower will
lean on Dixon’s experience and
big-play ability in an offense tai-
lored to his strengths.

The Eagles are positioned for
what could be their most domi-
nant season since 2015, when
they finished 6-1 in district play
and claimed the top spot.

“I think we can win district,”
McGinnis said. “When I made
that bold statement, referring to
securing the fourth playoff berth
last season, if you look back at
last season, we were three points
away from finishing the season
8-3 and 6-1 in district, in a year
where I started with 19 kids in

Big Ike Has Big Goals: 2026
Eisenhower Eagles Football Preview

the program.”
McGinnis believes Eisenhow-

er’s experience, size and physi-
cality can help the Eagles make
a significant jump. His players
are a year older, stronger, fast-
er and more mature, giving the
Eagles a competitive edge as
they enter Year 2 under McGin-
nis.

That experience should help
Eisenhower continue to estab-
lish itself as a physical, run-ori-
ented team. The Eagles plan to
play complementary football: es-
tablish the rushing attack, con-
trol the clock, play stout defense
and execute on special teams.

McGinnis, who jokingly re-
fers to himself as a dinosaur
when describing his coaching
style, understands the game has
changed. He calls the current
era the “Instagram era,” where
“everybody wants to score 30-40
points  and throw the bal l
around.”

Eisenhower will have a new
offensive coordinator in Zachary
Castelluccio, whom McGinnis
trusts to bridge the gap between
his old-school coaching style and
the modern game. Castelluccio’s
college coaching experience will
help bring that balance to the
Eagles’ offense.

Wide receiver Drew Young is
expected to play a major role in
the passing game, with quarter-
back Dawnte McClure will lead
the offense.

There is no shortage of confi-
dence in Eisenhower’s offensive
line. McGinnis routinely praised
the unit, describing the linemen
as “large human beings” who
will make life difficult for oppos-
ing defenses.

Four of the five returning
starters stand well over 6 feet
tall. Derrick Blanton is the ex-
ception, but McGinnis said his
lack of size does not diminish his
effectiveness. He described
Blanton as the team’s best pull-
ing guard, praising his mature
strength and disciplined foot-
work.

The Eagles have more than
14 players weighing at least 250
pounds and 20 players in the
1,000-pound club, a benchmark
based on the combined totals of
players’ bench press, squat and
clean lifts.

“When we get off the bus, we
are going to look the part. We are
going to intimidate some teams,”
McGinnis said.

McGinnis also has his sights
set on restoring some of the tra-
dition that made Eisenhower
football special.

“We have the team that can
do what Ike did in the ’90s,”
McGinnis said when asked what
message he wanted to leave with
the Eisenhower community.

During that decade, the Ea-
gles posted a 90-35-3 record,
winning at least 10 games in six
seasons and reaching the state
semifinals and state champion-
ship game.

Those teams set a high stan-
dard for Eisenhower football.
McGinnis believes this year’s
Eagles have the makings of a
team capable of creating a new
chapter in that tradition.

Eisenhower won their first
preseason at home against Klein
Forest 20 - 16 on Aug. 28. The
Eagles will begin district play
against Westfield on Sept. 24 at
7 p.m.
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Church Page Sponsors
If you would like to be a Church Page
Sponsor, please call 713-266-3444

Where Jesus Has the Priority And Everyone is Welcome
First Baptist Church North Houston

4422 Lauder Road, Houston, TX. 77039    281-449-7201

Sunday Service Schedule: Bible Study - 9:45 a.m.
AM Worship - 10:50 a.m.

Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
PM Worship - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study: All Ages - 7:00 p.m.

C H U R C H    P A G E

Our “Immigration, Integration, Education” Programs

Citizenship Classes, Free Citizenship Workshops,
Beyond Citizenship/Civic Engagement

Mariana Sanchez, Director
Call: 281-799-9076
Text: 832-906-4214
marianas@baatexas.org

BAA offers online citizenship applications & virtual review.
Start you citizenship application @

WWW.CITIZENSHIPWORKS.ORG/PORTAL/BAA
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CLASSIFIEDCL
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MAIL TO 5832 STAR LANE, HOUSTON, TX 77057, or EMAIL:
nenewsroom@aol.com, or CALL 713-266-3444

$20.00
(20

WORDS)
2 WEEKS

GREAT VALUE • GREAT RESULTS
21.00 22.00 23.00 24.00 25.00

CLASSIFIED WORD AD FORM
NORTHEAST NEWS

Call 713-266-3444

DEADLINE
12:00
NOON

THURSDAY
PRIOR

Place one word per box

CREDIT CARD NO.:_________________________________ EXP. __________

NAME ON CARD: __________________________________SEC. NO. _______

ADDRESS: _____________________________CITY __________ ZIP ________

TELEPHONE: ______________________________________________

NO. OF WORDS IN AD: ___________ NO. OF WEEKS TO RUN: _______

$ AMOUNT PER WEEK____________ TOTAL AMOUNT ____________

DESIRED CLASSIFICATION HEADING: _________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION

CHECK or MASTERCARD AM EXVISA

20.00

Business Directory

CALL 713-266-3444 to place your Business Card in our Directory.
Thousands of Readers in this area will see your message.

SHOP LOCALLY -- Save Time & Money

CARPET SELL AND INSTALLATION

HOUSHOLD MULTISERVICES

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey
—
1. Is the book of Ecclesiastes (KJV) in the Old or New Testament or neither?
2. From Proverbs 27:3, a stone is heavy and the sand weighty, but whose
wrath is heavier than them both? Fool’s, Beggar’s, God’s, Wind’s
3. In the King James translation there are more than how many references
to gems and precious stones? 100, 500, 1,700, 2,200
4. From 2 Samuel 14, how many shekels did Absalom’s hair weigh after he
cut it off? 2, 10, 50, 200
5. Where did Jesus attend a wedding where the wine was exhausted? Sardis,
Antioch of Syria, Joppa, Cana of Galilee
6. In Mark 6:9, Jesus tells his disciples not to put on two ...? Sandals, Coats,
Headdresses, Girdles

FOR RENTFOR RENT FOR RENT

APARTMENT FOR RENT
$600.00 / month,
Deposit $200.00

All Bills Paid, (Private & Quite)
For more information

Please Call 281-722-0541

16-2t

ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Fool’s, 3) 1,700, 4) 200, 5) Cana of Galilee, 6) Coats
Hardcore trivia fan? Visit Wilson Casey’s subscriber site at www.patreon.com/
triviaguy.
(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Gal Gadot star in “The Runner.”

“The Runner.”

Q: When is the new comedy series
with Amy Poehler coming out? I
loved “Parks and Recreation” and
hope the new show is just as clever.
— M.D.

A: Not only is Amy Poehler returning
to television in a new comedy, she’s team-
ing up with “Parks and Recreation’s” co-
creator, writer and director Mike Schur
in said project! All 10 episodes of the first
season of “Dig” will be available for your
viewing pleasure on Peacock, beginning
Nov. 23.

“Dig” is based on a novel called “Exca-
vations” by Kate Myers. Poehler plays an
archeologist at a dig site in Greece who,
along with a group of women, stumbles
on an artifact that leads to an interna-
tional conspiracy. The show also stars
Hugh Laurie (“House”), Geraldine
Viswanathan (“Miracle Workers”), Anto-
nia Thomas (“The Good Doctor”), and
Fina Strazza (“Paper Girls”).

***
Q:Is it true that Tom Selleck is re-

turning to TV? Will it be on the “Blue
Bloods” spin-off? — G.G.

A:Yes, one of television’s biggest stars
Tom Selleck (“Magnum P.I.”) is return-
ing to television, but not in the CBS spin-
off “Boston Blue.” Instead, he’ll be in a
guest-starring role for a new comedy. Ac-
cording to a recent article in TVLine, Sell-
eck will appear in an upcoming Apple TV
series, co-starring Elizabeth Banks (“The
Miniature Wife”), and he’ll be reuniting
with his “Three Men and a Baby” co-star
Ted Danson. A title for the show hasn’t
been announced yet, however.

The 81-year-old Selleck led all 14 sea-
sons of the CBS hit series “Blue Bloods,”
but has understandably taken a break
from the busy schedule that the show en-
tailed. However, according to his IMDb
page, he’s also reportedly going to star in
another “Jesse Stone” project — a fran-
chise that has already consisted of nine
TV movies. So, apparently, Selleck isn’t
averse to hard work!

***
Q: Did the actor who plays Kyle on

“Lioness” used to be on a soap opera?
I think it was “The Young and the
Restless”? — D.I.

A:Yes, Thad Luckinbill is best known
to daytime television audiences as J.T.
from the CBS soap “The Young and the
Restless.” He first departed from the
show in 2010, but returned briefly up
until 2023. This is the year that he be-
came part of the Taylor Sheridan uni-
verse by joining the Paramount+ series
“Lioness.”

Luckinbill has also carved out an im-
pressive career as a Hollywood produc-
er. In 2013, he teamed up with producer
Molly Smith to form the production com-
pany Black Label Media. While he hasn’t
personally won an Oscar in this role, the
films that he helped produce have won
many Oscars — most notably “La La
Land,”starring Ryan Gosling and Emma
Stone. Additionally, he produced two
films that were written by the prolific
Sheridan — “Sicario” and its sequel “Si-
cario: Day of the Soldado.”

Luckinbill is still married to his
former “Y&R” co-star Amelia Heinle,
who plays Victoria on the soap. The two
separated in 2017 but are reportedly
back together.

S e n d  m e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a t
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com.

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Amy Poehler (Upcoming in “Dig”)

“Star Wars: The Man-
dalorian and Grogu”
(PG-13) — Sometimes a
film can have a notable di-
rector such as Jon Favreau
(“The Lion King”), popular
lead stars like Pedro Pas-
cal (“Fantastic 4: The First
Steps”) and Jeremy Allen
White (“The Bear”), and
even a score composed by
an Oscar winner like Lud-
wig Goransson (“The Od-
yssey”) — and still not
meet box-office expecta-
tions! It certainly didn’t
meet Disney’s, as it was
the lowest-grossing live-
action “Star Wars” film of
all time. This sci-fi film is
a continuation of  the
three-season series “The
Mandalor ian”  (2019 -
2023), which follows boun-
ty hunter Din Djarin
(Pascal) and his foundling,
Grogu. Instead of a fourth
season, its creators decid-
ed to move toward a fea-
ture film about the duo,
who get recruited by the

New Republic to rescue
Rotta the Hutt (White).
Stream it on Sept. 2! (Dis-
ney+)

“Mayday” (PG-13) —
Ryan Reynolds is back on
our screens after the suc-
cessful third installment of
his “Deadpool” franchise!
Trading in his skintight
red suit  for a United
States Air Force uniform,
Reynolds plays pilot Troy
“Assassin” Kelly in this ac-
tion-comedy film out on
Sept. 4. After ejecting him-
self from his plane to sur-
vive a head-on collision,
Troy lands in the Russian
wilderness and quickly en-
counters ex-KGB carpen-
t e r  N i k o l a i  U s t i n o v
(Kenneth Branagh). Ni-
kolai, who greatly admires
the American government
and culture, agrees to help
Troy get outside of enemy
lines. Of course, even with
their combat skills and the
power of their two heads
combined, it won’t be an

easy feat. (Apple TV)
“The Runner” (PG-

13) — Having gone under
the radar for a bit after the
catastrophe that was
“Snow White” (2025), Gal
Gadot has found herself in
a new lead role for an ac-
tion thriller that’s way
more up her alley. Gadot
portrays Maia, an attor-
ney, mother and running
enthusiast. In the middle
of her normal run after
dropping her son, Noah,
off to school, she receives
what she assumes is an or-
dinary call from him, un-
til she hears a man on the
other end of the line. Star-
tled, Maia listens intently
as the caller tells her that
he has abducted Noah,
and only if she follows each
of the caller’s rules will
Noah get to live. Damian
Lewis (“Pressure’”) and
Alfred Enoch (“The Critic”)
co-star. Premieres Sept. 2.
(Amazon Prime Video)

In Case You Missed It
“The Man Will Burn”

(TV-MA) — This four-part
documentary series that’s
out now on streaming
takes on the radical week-
long desert festival known
as Burning Man. Originat-
ing in 1986 on Baker
Beach in San Francisco,
Burning Man has since
evolved into a large-scale
event consisting of more
than 70,000 participants.
Now held at its iconic ven-
ue of Black Rock City, Ne-
vada, the festival brings
together  people  from
around the world with a
foundation of 10 main
principles: radical inclu-
sion, gifting, decommodifi-
c a t i o n ,  r a d i c a l
self-reliance, radical self-
expression, communal ef-
fort, civic responsibility,
leaving no trace, participa-
tion, and immediacy. The
series explores its history,
the nonprofit that organiz-
es the festival, and how ce-
l e b r i t y  c u l t u r e  h a s
infiltrated Black Rock
City. (HBO Max)

(c) 2026 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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MacArthur High Teacher Alexis Ayala Wins $30K Kinder Excellence in Teaching Award
By Leticia Fehling

EAST ALDINE - For Alexis
Ayala, excellence in teaching
means showing up — every
day, for every student.

That philosophy has guided
Ayala throughout his four
years at MacArthur High
School, where he has taught
biology end-of-course (EOC),
AP Environmental Science, and
physics. This year, he is teach-
ing chemistry. He also contrib-
utes to the campus as a soccer
coach.

On Aug. 11, representatives
from the Kinder Foundation
surprised Ayala with news that
he had been selected as one of
12 recipients of the 2026 Kind-
er Excellence in Teaching
Award. The honor includes a
$30,000 award.

“I was in complete shock,”
Ayala said. “It was so unexpect-
ed, and I just couldn’t believe
that this was actually happen-
ing. I am so thankful for this
award.”

The recognition, however, is
about much more than a single
moment of surprise.

According to Tiffany Cuellar
Needham, executive director of
Teach For America Houston,
what distinguished Ayala was
his deep care for students and
commitment to ensuring they
can access and master rigorous
content.

“Alexis does not simply
teach content; he makes learn-
ing visible, relevant and mean-
ingful for students,” Needham
said. “His genuine heart for stu-
dents, paired with his commit-
m e n t  t o  i n s t r u c t i o n a l
excellence and continuous
growth, makes him an educa-
tor who truly embodies the spir-
it of the award.”

From Biology Teaching As-
sistant to Aldine Educator

Ayala did not initially set
out to become a teacher.

After earning his bachelor’s
degree in May 2021, he served
as a teaching assistant for an
introductory biology course. He
quickly discovered that he en-
joyed helping students learn.

“I didn’t expect to enjoy
teaching this course as much as
I did,” Ayala said. “This expe-

rience is ultimately what led
me to apply for TFA and pur-
sue a career in teaching.”

He was accepted into Teach
For America’s Houston pro-
gram in spring 2022 and said
he was fortunate to obtain a
teaching position with Aldine
ISD.

“When I first stepped on
campus back in August 2022,
everyone welcomed me with
open arms and helped me nav-
igate my move from Delaware
to Houston as best as possible,”
Ayala said.

Now beginning his fifth year
at MacArthur, Ayala said the
campus faculty and staff have
become a second family.

“ T h e  M a c A r t h u r  H i g h
School faculty and staff have
become a second family, and we
all support one another,” he
said.

Needham said Ayala has
grown into a more confident, re-
flective, and intentional educa-
tor since beginning his TFA
journey.

“He has deepened his con-
tent knowledge, strengthened
his ability to differentiate in-
struction, and consistently pur-
sued opportunities to improve
his practice,” Needham said.
“Most importantly, he has
grown in his ability to translate
that learning into stronger ex-
periences and outcomes for his
students.”

C r e a t i n g  a  C l a s s r o o m
Where Students Are Known
and Challenged

For Ayala, that growth be-
gins with relationships.

“The most important thing
is for students to feel seen, re-
spected, and safe when they
walk into my classroom,” he
said. “I want students to be
their authentic selves and to
challenge themselves with com-
plex scientific concepts.”

Many of Ayala’s students
are emergent bilinguals, and
many face economic barriers.
He said every student enters
his classroom with unique cir-
cumstances, making it impor-
tant to understand what each
student needs to learn and
grow.

“Every student comes to my
classroom with unique circum-

stances, and I have to make
sure that they are in a position
that allows them to learn and
grow as students,” he said.

Needham said Ayala has
created a classroom where stu-
dents are “both known and
challenged.”

That combination of rela-
tionships and high expectations
is central to Ayala’s definition
of excellence in teaching.

Students know what to ex-
pect when they enter his class-
room, he said, and they also
know he will maintain high ac-
ademic expectations.

One of Ayala’s favorite mo-
ments comes when a difficult
concept suddenly clicks for a
student.

“Nothing compares to that
moment where a lightbulb goes
off in a student’s brain, and I
get thanked for teaching some-
thing new,” Ayala said.

He especially sees that joy
during hands-on activities and
science labs.

“The joy and curiosity that
stem from scientific labs always
remind me why I chose educa-
tion,” Ayala said.

Making Science Relevant to
Students’ Futures

Ayala’s goal extends beyond
helping students pass a science
course. He wants them to un-
derstand how what they learn
can connect to their lives and
futures.

Needham said Ayala helps
students see science “not just as
a subject they take in school,
but as a pathway to future op-
portunities.”

“His instruction gives stu-
dents opportunities to apply
their learning to real-world
contexts and develop a stronger
understanding of the many ca-
reers and possibilities within
the field of science,” Needham
said.

That work reflects Aldine
ISD’s Accelerate strategic plan,
which places students at the
center of the district’s work and
emphasizes instructional excel-
lence, high expectations and
preparation for successful fu-
tures.

Ayala said he tries to instill
a growth mindset in his stu-
dents while reminding them

that the skills they develop in
school can serve them well be-
yond graduation.

MacArthur Principal Shau-
na Showers said Ayala’s com-
mitment to  students  and
willingness to grow as an edu-
cator make him an exceptional
member of the MacArthur com-
munity.

“Alexis is the kind of educa-
tor who sees the potential in ev-
ery student and refuses to give
up on that potential,” Showers
said. “He combines strong re-
lationships with high expecta-
tions and creates opportunities
for students to engage with sci-
ence in meaningful ways. His
commitment to his students,
his colleagues and our school
community makes this recogni-
tion incredibly well deserved.”

Learning From His Stu-
dents, Too

While Ayala works to teach
his students scientific concepts
and the skills they will need be-
yond high school, he said his
students have taught him
something important, too: pa-
tience.

As someone who likes to
stay on schedule and follow the
curriculum closely, Ayala said
his four years at MacArthur
have taught him that learning
sometimes takes longer than
expected.

“I’ve learned that it’s per-
fectly fine to spend more than
one day mastering a scientific
concept,” he said.

This lesson reflects Ayala’s
broader approach to teaching:

meet students where they are,
maintain high expectations,
and give them the time and
support they need to get there.

A Recognition of Excellence
Across Aldine

Ayala’s recognition also
marks the second consecutive
year an Aldine ISD educator
has received the Kinder Excel-
lence in Teaching Award.
Plummer Middle School teach-
er Joseph Stewart received the
honor in 2025.

Superintendent Dr. LaTon-
ya M. Goffney joined the Mac-
Arthur High School community
for the surprise celebration rec-
ognizing Ayala.

“Alexis represents what is
possible when an educator com-
bines high expectations with
genuine care for students,”
Goffney said. “He sees their po-
tential, challenges them to
grow, and helps them see pos-
sibilities for their own futures.
That is the kind of teaching
that gives students hope, and
it is the kind of excellence we
are committed to advancing
across Aldine ISD.”

For Ayala, that hope is
grounded in what he wants ev-
ery student to understand
about themselves.

From Shock to a New Chap-
ter

Ayala said he is still process-
ing the significance of receiving
the $30,000 award.

“I’m still over the moon, and
I can’t believe this is all real,”
he said.

The timing also makes the

recognition especially meaning-
ful. Ayala got engaged to his
longtime girlfriend, Helen, in
July.

“I think this money will help
plan the wedding,” Ayala said.

But the most important re-
ward for Ayala remains the
chance to keep making a differ-
ence in his students’ lives.

“Stay consistent and contin-
ue to push through adversity,”
Ayala said, “because in the end,
the impact you will have on stu-
dents will be meaningful and
all your hard work as an edu-
cator and coach will be worth
it.”

Four years after entering
the classroom, Ayala has
learned that teaching is not
simply about getting through
the curriculum or reaching the
next lesson. It is about build-
ing relationships, creating op-
p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  l e a r n ,
maintaining high expectations,
and helping students recognize
what they can become.

As Aldine begins the 2026–
27 school year, Ayala’s story
shows how educators help stu-
dents recognize their strengths,
pursue their goals, and believe
in what comes next.

It is also one more reason to
#ChooseAldine.

The $30,000 contribution
from the Kinder Foundation
was facilitated through the Al-
dine Education Foundation,
which served as fiscal agent for
the investment supporting the
Kinder Excellence in Teaching
Award.

Dr. Crystal Watson, school assistant superintendent of high schools; Superintendent Dr. LaTonya M. Goffney,
Tiffany Cuellar Needham, executive director of Teach For America Houston; MacArthur High School Principal Shauna
Showers surprise teacher Alexis Ayala (l-r) with the Kinder Excellence in Teaching Award on Aug. 13, 2026. Photos
by Andy Adams / Aldine ISD Communications

HOUSTON (Aug. 25,
2026) – Whether students
need a quiet place to study,
research assistance or ex-
tra help preparing for an
exam, Lone Star College-
North Harris Library &
Academic Support pro-
vides free professional ser-
vices designed to help
students succeed, and
campus data show those
resources are making a dif-
ference.

Institutional Research
data show students who
participate in information
literacy instruction, tutor-
ing and academic work-
shops  achieve  higher
course success rates than
students who do not use
those services.

Students who attended
a c a d e m i c  w o r k s h o p s
achieved an 87.5% course
success rate, compared
with 68.7% among stu-
dents who did not partici-
pate. Students who used
tutoring earned a 76.6%
success rate, compared
with 68.5% among stu-
dents who did not receive
tutoring.

Librarian-led informa-
tion literacy instruction
also demonstrated positive
results. Students who par-
ticipated achieved a 76.5%
course success rate, com-
pared with 68.5% among
students who did not re-
ceive library instruction.

“Our goal is to ensure
that all our students bene-
fit from the expertise of our
professional staff and the
broad range of library and
academic support services,
resources and facilities we
have to offer,” said Bran-
don Hodge, director of Li-
b r a r i e s  &  A c a d e m i c
Support at LSC-North
Harris.

LSC–North Harris Support
Boosts Student Success

Library & Academic
Support services are avail-
able across three connect-
e d  b u i l d i n g s  o n  t h e
LSC-North Harris cam-
pus. Math tutoring is in
the Winship Building,
Room 110; science tutoring
and an open computer lab
are available in the Aca-
demic Building Learning
Center, Room 200; and the
library occupies the second
and third floors of the Li-
brary Building.

Students can access tu-
toring in math, science,
and writing; in-person and
online research consulta-
tions; information literacy
instruction; individual and
collaborative study areas;
study rooms; presentation
practice rooms; embedded
librarian support; comput-
ers; printing and copying
services; research databas-
es; Makerspace; and a re-
cording sound booth.

Students have also iden-
tified many of these re-
sources as important to
their college experience.
According to the Spring
2026 library survey, the
five most frequently iden-
tified resources were com-
puters, individual study
spaces, printing and copy-
ing services, assistance
from library staff, and re-

search databases.
These resources can

support students through-
out their academic jour-
ney, from researching and
completing assignments to
preparing presentations,
studying for exams, and
strengthening academic
skills.

Faculty members are
also encouraged to partner
with Library & Academic
Support by scheduling li-
brary instruction sessions,
connecting students with
tutoring services, and in-
corporating research con-
s u l t a t i o n s  i n t o
coursework.

As a new semester be-
gins, Library & Academic
Support staff encourage
students to view the de-
partment as more than
simply a place to study. It
is a place where students
c a n  a s k  q u e s t i o n s ,
strengthen their academic
skills, build confidence,
and connect with profes-
sionals committed to help-
ing them succeed.

For more information
about the Lone Star Col-
lege–North Harris Library
& Academic  Support ,
p l e a s e  v i s i t  h t t p s : / /
www.lonestar.edu/library/
14639.htm .
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